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Alii MAIL 
M.4si.a©| ii»y#, 
April 3S 1944*. 

ky dear Mr, Seerataryi 

I have to eeftaowledige youx eeoret l a t t e r of Marsh 2> t 
in reply to mitm of laroh 15, with whlah 2 seat you a aepy 
of ft i#%l?#t l e t t e r of that se&e date to the f r e s ldea t f r e ­
port ing th«k% im, Fed i l l a 9 the Minister for iforaiga &el&ti0as t 
had lafgrssed a© of §&§ des i re of I^reaiueat AVlla Saisaeho to 
offer the partiaip-atioa of * aexla»a a i r equadroa a t a eoshat 
tWout aad to ea te r Into eonversetlo&e with us ©over lag the 
appropriate srraaeenents whieh General Ar&old has l a irdad 
regarding th ie par t iolpat lon« 

I received several days l a t e r a l e t t e r frost the |»ra a i * 
dent dated &arofc 24 9 I B S l f l i he e ta ted that he had Aiseu&eed 
tee matter of tha eot.*bat parti© ipat ion of a haadeaa a i r a%madroa 
with Qeaeral Ar&old aad tha t uaaaral Kal i , the deputy Okie? 
of a i r a ta f f , would disauss t h i s amtter iaf e m a i l y with am 
sad js*ak« arra&ga&ents for eeveral othe* ©ffioer® of fieaeral 
Ara@M» 1 s ta f f to go to Meatie© Sl ty l a t e * a t the eonvenieae© 
©f i r e s l a e a t av i i a da&aeh© to dia©u»s d e t a i l s * The President 
said that these of f icers would he fu l ly ©^averse©t witti the 
d e t a i l s of out eujjg.eeted pitta for ©siuippiu& a&d&aiat&i&lag 
a Mexiaaa s^uatiroa* The .jPreaident 9 & id tha t he was sure tha t 
sa t i s fac tory de t a i l e ©aa he **©rk«d out* 

arraage&ente had previously been &ad© for our (Javeraaeat 
to cee©r<*te daaeral Valines9 tH# head i f th« Mexieaa mi l i t a ry 
a i r Fores, and to t h i s ©ad deaerai h a l l , the weputy Qhief of 
Air £ taf f , arr ived l a iiexis© f i t y ©a siaxeh 26# l i ar r ived 
with ins t ruc t ions fro& deaeral araold to dissus© %his s e t t e r 
of poss ible s-exiQaa pa r t i c ipa t ion through aa a i r squadron 
with tm ©a behalf of General riraold &ad with th« ^res ident 
of *.-.©,&! ao. The f a s t tha t Central ha l l &sua© her© for the 
purpose of deeoratin& Gea©i*8ti della©a i*ade i t possible for 
ue to oarry through a l l these ©onverssatlcaa while he was 
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har® on pa r t i a ipa t l oa by th« *..,axl«aaa without any i^forma* 
t i o a g s t t i a c to tha praaa or to o thers with ra^ard to tha 
aoairarsatloass whish h* alao oart iad oa with r«ssp©dt to 
i i txiaaa partlaip&tioa* ¥&la was a vsry fortua&t® olrottii-
s tanaa, as i t i s daair&hle for th« prawn t tha t tit© s&tas 
saatrv** fe© i&aintalaad with f^iSlflt to th ia i ^ t t e r j e?» wa 
hava ;;aiiitaiaeb. up to tha pr#aaat both n i bo&a aad l a **axioo* 

©a tha af taraooa of it&rah 2? X took Gwaaras h&ll to 
t a l l a© Jr» £:adlXi& &M ttooaral ha l l ii#i®;;#|## to £p* X-adiXXs 
ijfci iafor&fttioa which, ha tei previously at>«vayas to £*© ©a 
feshalf of Gaoaral itraold* Tim Uia la ta r &alft.t&at im wouid 
DO V*r/ £lad to httva ao&a af tha laform»tii*i whlah ttoaaral ' 
h a l l hah' fciwa him apaslf ioall jr with rafareaas to tha #ot&~ 
pos i t ion of tin a i r aciuasi.roa l a wrifeia& to that iia aooJ4t 
uae |% l a h i s cu-avaraatioa with the i r aa iuaa t l a taa aext 
day or two* Gan«r;,l ha l l praparad swsh a iaa$uoraadu& a ad X t&lak 
1 Qiia bast Qoniray ti-ia lafor&atloa by wool oa lag, barawith a 
aopy of taa aauoraadub wbiah Utaarai Bail furalaheu mm m%& 
whlah 1 la ta r rura l shad tha k l a l a t « 9 | har« PaUllls , for tho 
iuforsiatioa of j?raaidsnt AVila Qmsm&tmm This i s eaalosura 
no. 1 to ta in i a t t a r . 

I n flaw of th* faot t h a t Gaaaral Hall had dlaouaaad 
with &efi«r&l Sal inas tha po sal h is So&poaltioa of ft l&xiaaa 
a i r squadroa, Gaaaral Ball wrota &a i asors t jaaseoraiadorn 
da tad Uaroh 29 soir^rittg t h i s arid 1 am appending ha r a t s a 
aopy of t h i s sasor&adwi (snsloaura &®# 2) for the raoord. 
Sa i l s 1 aomrayad tha laforsaatioa l a t h i s s*ai^raii&ojs of 
Gaaaral Ball*a of Mar oh 89 to £r* fa&il la srai l f - t 1 thought 
I t wall i s l«avs a oopy with fails so t h a t ha xalght ha able 
to inform tha Praaicaat with ahaol^ta cSsilaitaaasa as to 
tha As^ra^ to whioh #aaaral Hall had iiiaeuasad t h i s ^ a t t a r 
with Gariaral Sal iaae «- and thia l a view of tha fac t tha t 
daaaral 4»allaa« has not baaa 1 afore*A ay 3*ra»ldsat Avlla 
0&-^aaho of th« i-rf@ideat*s deolaioa that a Ma&ioa& a i r 
s%ua4ro^ shall ao taa l ly p a r t i oipata at %lm aoi&b&t front* 

La t a r I tooh uaaaral Ua.ll to aaa Praaiaaat a s l l a Ua^iiOho 
a t h i s hox.>a l a IA& Plaoa &aa a . j r aa l l l a , tha &lai@t®r f«sr 
ForalfcA *ialat ioaS|St ts p raaaa t . ^a"iag. t h i s soavaraatloo 
tha l^r^aldaat reafflriaad to Oaa^ral Hall h i s f i m l a t aa t l oa 
to h a l t a kaxieaa ail ' a^uadroa pa r t io ipa ta a t a soahat froat* 
ha said tha t 2r» r a d i i i a h&d fully lafor&sd hlA aoaaaroia^ 
tha aoavari&tioa whlah y#a«ral i iali and 1 hai had with aim* 
Tha f ras ldaa t aa ia tha t h« waa fu l l y l a adaord with tha 
o u t l l a s aad aoatpositioa of the Kaxiaaa ®%uadroa whlah u«a«ral 
h a l l had i s f t with him* lis said that ha %ould l l aa to havs 
a l i t t l e fur taar aupplaf&aatary iofoi-aatioa wad tha t was aft 
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I©, the r a t e s of pay whloh the off lsere and. man i s an Mwrt~ 
earn squadron received* lie aald t&at ki> a l so wished to have 
as f u l l lnforsaatloa a,s General Mali fteuid folv© hiss as to 

intainl&f, t a l e squadron &M he explained to 
tteoeral h a i l the iafor&atioa whleh he wanted, fit.® JPraaidaat 
i s id tha t h« «ouid seed t n l s information l a eroer tha t lie 
would fee sola ft© p*©|s$y?# the budget for the jaain tenant* or 
t h i s squadron a t ft ee&set front* 

I t was i n t e r e s t i ng that President avi ia Gam&s&o shouiA 
aak for tlii© Information eoaoerala& th* r a t e s of pay .paid to 
our off 1 a i r e and man l a nueh ft squadron §fc§ he i s undoubtedly 
tala.fc.la4 In |@fei of ptiylat these *e.» la the'Mexican squadron 
the fepsil rats© of pay as paia our ©*a# Shis f of «oureftf l a 
aaay ways ift des i rable t u t I t mil l sm&m tha t |ft# ;aea l a the 
ilexieaa squaaroa mil l reeeive ft fftjgy suah higher p«te of pay 
than they reeelvft fa th© iMXlasa regular serviee* I t was ale© 
in t e r e s t i ng ftjtet the i r ea ldea t wiaoaa to &av» fu l l l a f o r m t i o n 
eouoernlnft thft eost of aalataasaeft or tit© squadron, aa he la 
obviously eontesplat iag tha t liexleo sha l l pay for the &ftlnteuanee 
of l i t ftquadroa* 

On© question'developed durlafe the eourae of our oonveraft* 
t l oa with the Preaideat whleh t r i l l eause mm.® l i t t l e delay 
although no e s s e n t i a l d i f f i cu l ty* The President s s ld tha t I I 
%m& i n t e res t ing tha t a l l of tut had been considering t h i s an t t e r 
of a squadron a t ft oo&bat f ront and that *a hen sot thought of 
the faot tha t he was aot yet authorized to aead troops out 
of t h i s hemiapherft* lie said tha t ha has author i ty frois the 
Contra a© to use the itaxloaa anay l a thift herd sphere but tha t 
he had no author i ty to send thess. outelda of th i s !»Mi»$!her** 
I t was f tharelorft | necessary for hi© to see* tha t •au thor i ty 
from the Congress, 

The President said tha t he would have to sail, a Special 
Session of the #ongreee« fhi& did not pr^aeat great iaooa* 
vaaieaeee ( pa r t i eu la r ly la vie* of the fas t that he n*ouM 
have to saXl ta# ^eant@ la to @a®y-.lo.a aaortl^-• The IMl&atioa* 
were t ha t the water t r ea ty so« hel'ore our ^eaate would ba 
happily r a t i f i e d by our ijaaate aaa tha t lajmedlateiy thereaf te r 
i t was hla in ten t ion t o e a l i ft meeting of the i&exloaa Senate 
to r a t i f y the t reaty* he was ooa$i&arliSfe ea l l lng tha other 
iiouse in to eeaaioa a lso in order to get tidft ftuthority to send 
a fcbftxioan a i r aquadron or ftti.ua4roiks abroad. «»• i«e«# outside 
of thift feesisphere. Ee ant ic ipa ted no 41ff ieul ty wfe&teva# l a 
•eourlafe the tpprovsl of the aoaereea for ha f e l t that Mexioaa 
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publio opinion wag prepared for this step* 

General hail said that it was important for thea %& 
know1 whea the arrival of tfea ̂ exiean squadron for training 
purposes aould fef expeeted in Texas %»h©re it is intmumi. So 
train lb* Tti© i'reslde&t i$JMt that ©ending IM squadron whioh 
is selected for training In Texas wouio. not nesessarily havo 
to aaalt the aotion by Qaa^res* ai he had authority to g®ad 
the taen to Texas for training and nothing neefi to- said at 
the tl&s that they wero tola*, overseas unless the CJongresaloaal 
nation In j*:«xieo had been ta^en at that tlias* In re^onae to 
the speoifie question of General nsii as to when the fcexiaaa 
squadron -would be reedy to pressed to Texas for training the 
President said that he thought St would be a bio to leave in 
two *onth§.. It would bake that feline in oruer to esledt the 
men as tarefully as he wished then to be selected* 2 think 
we ean fcaxe it, therefore, that within two sioatbs the squadron 
will to ready to go to Texas for training even though no public 
announcement of their ultimate ue^tln&tlon ten yet be i&ade 
when the/ leave hero for fexaoo This involves sose incon­
veniences but I do not tisl.sk it is serious* 

If the w«st*r treaty is approved by our Senate la the aear 
future, the President san call the two house* together bare 
shortly thereafter ana this way eolncide ©ore or less with the 
tlmm #f the departure of* the oquaaroa for training in Texas. 
Tit® sooner, of aourse, that actual announcement can be im&® 
of this decision by the Kexlega Government* the better it will 
be as th« sending of the whole squadron to Texas- for training 
will arouse aueh speculation as to ultiaate oa atlas tloftt 

An interesting question arose ia connection witn the 
task of lis® composition of an air »%uudr©a which, unuor our 
proesduro, Includes a ehaplala* As there are no ehaplalns 
in the Mexiean &$m$ ana as this religious qasstion to still 
e delicate one, I was a good &®&l surprised aau extremely 
interested to heer the President say that he thought that a 
chaplain could be sent to aoeoapaay the i exlcan S'Auadrea# Me 
said that while the Moxio&n law diet not peruit a ehuplato to 
be attached to such i squadron in Mexico, ha su* no reason 
why a ehapl&ln should not accompany a !£$££$can squadron to 
the front $&! that ha thought this would be in taany fo-ays 
deslrabla* for this rea&oa ha asked General hall to ̂ ive him 
as aiuea information concernlog fen© welfare duties of the 
chaplain as.possible which are in addition to his fanetlone 
purely as ohapl&ia in a religious sense* 1 only wont J, on this 
as it shows the discreet way thfct the President has of handling 
these problems and yet of M s willingness to take decisions 
which involve a very great deal of eourag®. 

General 
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0H*&&ral Mali, r a i sed tha question %B to whether tha 
JPrasidant would a&rae to two or tiire@ of Hoars eoa&ag down 
fro® General Arnold*® s taf f to flitis? i n to fur ther d e t a i l s 
and the President §sove h i s agreement* eiensrnl Mall l i ke 
syseif was not sura i&sthar fchas® ©ffiaers should toss* down 
now as i t was not oar t a in as to whether they woalu be needed. 
I told General h a l l tb&s so far as th i s i&tbaasy was eoaeerued, 
we l a f t t h i s an t i r a ly to the d iscre t ion of Genersl A?&ol4* 
Ay own thought Was tha t unless there was so&athi&g va i f 
Specifie whiefc they eould do a t t h i s tlfiie. I t eould he 
preidrafaia not to 0«nd thea, but X thought General Arnold 
g»ft be Ifef judge of th i s* 1 .(114 #Sif tha t i f tonersI Arnold 
seat any off icers down hers on t h i s pa r t i cu la r s u t l e r they 
should If sent as a s s i s t a n t s to the fcliltary Attache hers 
In the norsssl way so that t h e i r assi&n&eat her© would not 
arouse .any suppositious with respect to ^axioan s i r $**-
t lo ipat ion« 

1 m& trans&ifeting herewith (enclosure no« 3) a ®&p? 
of ft jaesaoraadusi prspared by General Hall dated April 1 
which ©overs br ief ly the substance of h i s conversation® 
here . 

1 ass not fcolac into fu l l 4et&il with regard to the 
conversations which too£ place whil* General Hail was her© 
s& General h a l l wi l l inform General Arnold ful ly with r s~ 
gar4 to d e t a i l s anu the substance sotttained i s th i s i s t i e r , 
1 a s not writing- to the rresicienl a i t h regard to t h i s 
taattar hut I m* enclosing herewith oopife© of th is l a t t e r 
and woald as*, tha t a copy thereof be sant to General Arnold 
and you wi l i as® your d i sc ra t ion -;,«;• to whether ft oopji should 
be sent to ths President who has shown th i s i n t e r e s t l a 
t h i s *«atter» 

Tha l a p o r t a s t thing for the &oa»#at i s that there must 
s t i l l fts the ruost complete reserve ana secrecy with rsgsrtt 
to t h i s decision of th« kaxio&a Government* Tha f res iden t j 
however, I s proceeding, with tha se lec t ion of tha personnel 
for the squadron and he has iao.leste<i that i t wi l l be ra&dy 
to le&vs for t ra in ing in faxaa 4A two months* Gantral h a l l 
in tha fcaantla© i s preparing tha addi t ional data whioh , 
i-rasidant aviia Gaaaoho raqusstad asd whiah ths I ras ldan t 
as^ad should be sent by Ganaral Arnold to ia© andby ma to !da , 
I thlak' 1 should aaphaslas t h a t for ths prssent herm tha 
mattsr of the dsolaiou of tfea Fraaidant to send a aomhfti 
squadron to tha front %» s t i l l one whiah has not haan aoisi-
SiUaiOtttad to the mi l i ta ry a u t h o r i t i e s , inoludias Ganaral 
Sal inas , tha head of tha w.axlsan Air foroa, who, while ha 
r aa l i ze s the t the Prealcient i s thinking along thasa U n a s , 
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<j,o<?iS aot km-® 11*1 tli® iTeaicaat hss osda fchia aeelaioa 
aad iaforaed ua oi I t . 

A vary l a t e r eg t i ug davelopweat vhieh 1. should brl&g 
out l a eo&aeatloa with l £ l s &att«? I s t t e t Gea«rsl Sul iaaa, 
the heaci of fch# Ua&ieaa ^ i r .Faro®, i s very aaxioua to «o»asd 
suou a squaaroaj i f 16 gSf?# to & aombat front* The. Pre® i cleat 
of kexiao Eitd© I t • i e a r In the ooaversations tMefe he had a l t h 
us tha t ha thoroughly uadaretaada tha t th is w o l d aofc b© 
poisiblis sua til a t the ^exiaaa «%u«drca would have to he @©»« 
steaded i>y aa off ioe* of the earne raak who would eoranaad ma 
^xer l taa squadron i s the group of which the ^.exieaA squadron 
w i l l ffora a .part* 

1 sisal I report further developments l a th i s faattar to 
you -when I r aae iv t for presentat ion to the * res ident here 
tha addit ional iaf omat ioa 'wfcleh General Hall i s preparing. 
An 1 iiii. act eoiiisauaicatlap d i ree i ly with benerul Arnold, I 
would respeotful ly suggest that «. eopy of t h i s l e t t e r he 
sea l to him* 

1 think, t h i s ©tatter in developing s a t i s f a c t o r i l y . I t 
i s a ourlous thing that none of us thought of she faot tha t 
the President i,@ti act have the authori ty to i#iti <K»xiean 
troops outbid* of t h i s hemisphere* I t has! completely ©soaped 
j&e, as I t apparently asoapad the Pyeailent himself. Tha 
formal i ty , however, of ge t t ing tha approval of the kaxioaa 
Congress i s , 2 t h i n s , only a formali ty, a* 1 fsel aura tha t 
tha sottntry i s prepared for t h i s s t e p . 

1 sha l l aeep you iaforisfcd of aevelopjsa&Ata. 

k i th &li good wishes, 

Cordially aad fa i th fu l ly yours, 

&• SI A*sseeF8s*«ith 

Saolosuras; 
1« secre t fftssaoreaduia. 
2m Saorat ma^oraadiua for 

tha-Aiasassadoy, dated 
Marah 29, 1944* 

JU Saorat issjaoraaduft for 
tha Aaaasssador, dated 
p r i l 1, 1944. 

( l a t r i p l i c a t e ) 

y^/eass 


