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Dear Messersmiths

You may be hearing from the President directly and in any
event probably from the State Department. But I should like to give
myself the pleasure of writing to you about my friend, Professor
Samuel Eliot Morison whom you will have the good fortune of seeing be-
fore long. He is, as you know, trying to repeat for historical pur-
poses (though I suspect he also has mere private pleasure in doing so)
the exploits of Christopher Columbus. That historical project will
take him to Cuba in June and this is to tell you of his coming, but also

to invoke your every assistance for the successiul pursuit of his enter-

prise)of which he will duly apprise you.

I don't have to talk about him at length because a very short

conversation will give you the feel and gquality of him. Sufiice it to
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say, ne 1s one oi\my most valugd irlcnag)ctﬂ—~'#7
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We miss you here. I hope you have compensating satisfaction
in Havana for the loss of your sphere of activity here. Incidentally,
I know your influence here is unabated.

With all good wishes,

Very sincerely yours,

Hon. George S. Messersmith.




