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PREFACE

T h i s  p a p e r  b e g a n  a s  a  s tu d y  o f  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  

f u r n i t u r e  o f  t h e  s o u t h e a s t e r n  New E ng land  r e g i o n ,  and r e m a in s  a  s m a l l  

b u t  v i t a l  segment o f  t h a t  l a r g e r  o n g o ing  p r o j e c t .  A f t e r  d o in g  a  

s y s t e m a t i c  and  e x h a u s t i v e  s u rv e y  o f  t h e  s u r v i v i n g  a r t i f a c t s  from  th e  

r e g i o n ,  w hich  s t r e t c h e s  from  D o r c h e s t e r  and  Dedham on t h e  n o r t h ,  t o  

P ro v id e n c e  and th e  e a s t e r n  N a r r a g a n s e t t  r e g i o n  on t h e  s o u th w e s t ,  and 

t o  Cape Cod on th e  s o u t h e a s t ,  i t  soon became a p p a r e n t  t h a t  w i th o u t  

d e f i n i n g  e x a c t l y  w hat t h e  b a s e  u n i t  o f  c u l t u r e  i n  s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  

New Enp-land w as , t h i s  s tu d y  w ould  have  t o  s to p  a t  a  vague  d e f i n i t i o n  

o f  a  " r e g i o n a l  s t y l e . "  I t  became i n c r e a s i n g l y  s e l f - e v i d e n t  a s  I  p r o ­

g r e s s e d  t h a t  due t o  t h e  v a r y in g  E n g l i s h  o r i g i n s  o f  t h e  s e t t l e r s ,  t h e  

number o f  " r e g i o n a l  s t y l e s "  a c t i v e  among f i r s t - g e n e r a t i o n  c r a f t s m e n  

was a s  l i m i t l e s s  a s  t h e i r  p l a c e  o f  E n g l i s h  o r i g i n .  C e r t a i n l y ,  a s  

m a jo r  shops grew , by  th e  second  g e n e r a t i o n  enough i n t e r a c t i o n  had 

o c c u r r e d  t o  e n a b le  p a r t i c u l a r  New E ng land  s t y l e s  t o  d i f f u s e  w i th  

m i g r a t i n g  m a s t e r s  and a p p r e n t i c e s .  B ecause  t h e  e a r l y  j o i n e r y  o f  

Dedham and M e d f ie ld  was th e  work o f  a  f i r s t - g e n e r a t i o n  m a s t e r  and h i s  

s e c o n d - g e n e r a t i o n  a p p r e n t i c e ,  and  was u se d  by  two towns w i t h  a  v e ry  

r i g i d l y  d e f i n e d  common c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e ,  t h i s  p a p e r  a r g u e s  t h a t  one 

means t o  u n d e rc u t  vague  n o t i o n s  o f  r e g i o n a l  s t y l e  i s  t o  t r e a t  t h e  

town -  n o t  t h e  r e g i o n  -  a s  t h e  b a s e  u n i t  o f  New England  c u l t u r e .

i i i
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i v

P r e v io u s  s t u d i e s  o f  s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r v  New E ng land  jo in e r y , ,  

such  a s  Benno M. F o rm a n 's  "The S e v e n te e n th - C e n tu r y  Case F u r n i t u r e  o f  

E sse x  C oun ty .  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  and i t s  M akers" (1 9 6 S ) ,  P a t r i c i a  K a n e 's  

"The S e v e n te e n th - C e n tu r y  C ase F u r n i t u r e  o f  H a r t f o r d  C oun ty ,  C o n n e c t ic u t ,  

and  i t s  M akers" (196S) and "The S e v e n te e n th - C e n tu r y  F u r n i t u r e  o f  t h e  

C o n n e c t i c u t  V a l l e y :  The H ad ley  C h e s t  R e - a p p r a i s e d "  (1 9 7 4 ) ,  and

R o b e r t  F .  T r e n t ' s  "The J o i n e r s  and J o i n e r y  o f  M id d le se x  C o u n ty ,  M assa­

c h u s e t t s ,  1630-1730" (1974) have  c o n s i s t e d  t o  c o m p i l a t i o n s  o f  

c r a f t s m e n ' s  b i o g r a p h i e s  and e x a c t i n g  c a t a l o g  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  s u r v i v i n g  

o b j e c t s  w i t h  h i s t o r i e s  o f  o w n e rsh ip  i n  t h o s e  a r e a s .  I n  m ethod , t h e s e  

s t u d i e s  have  a i l  b een  o r i e n t e d  to w ard  c o m p i l a t i o n  and d o c u m e n ta t io n .

I n  an  i n f a n t  d i s c i p l i n e ,  th e y  have b e e n  sound f o u n d a t i o n s  upon w hich  

t o  b u i l d .  I n  o r d e r  t o  e f f i c i e n t l y  c o v e r  new g ro u n d ,  t h e  r e g i o n s  t h e s e  

s t u d i e s  t r e a t e d  were d e f i n e d  by  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  t h e  c o u n ty  

b e in g  s t u d i e d ;  o f  c o u r s e ,  c u l t u r a l  p a t t e r n s  need  n o t  c o i n c i d e  w i th  

p o l i t i c a l  d e l i m i t a t i o n s .  I n d e e d ,  b e c a u s e  t h e s e  s t u d i e s  had  t o  employ 

a  d i f f u s e ,  e t h n o g r a p h ic  a p p ro a c h ,  t h e i r  l a c k  o f  r e a l  s p e c i f i c i t y  

c o n c e r n in g  i n t e r a c t i o n  be tw een  s o c i a l  p a t t e r n s  and  c u l t u r a l  p a t t e r n s  

was u n a v o id a b le .  No a t t e m p t  h a s  y e t  b e e n  made i n  s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  

a r t i f a c t u a l  s t u d i e s  t o  r e l a t e  t h e  dem ograph ic  a c t i v i t y  o f  c r a f t s m e n  t o  

p a t t e r n s  o f  o b j e c t  s u r v i v a l .  A g a in ,  t h i s  s h o r tc o m in g  i s  i m p l i c i t  i n  

t h e  a b s o l u t e  need  t o  s tu d y  i n  c l o s e r  d e t a i l ,  u s in g  more v a r i e d  and 

c r e a t i v e  a p p r o a c h e s ,  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  among c r a f t s m e n  and c l i e n t e l e  i n  

e a c h  town w i t h i n  t h e  r e g i o n s .
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V

R e c e n t  p u b l i c a t i o n s  i n  f o l k l o r i s t i c  s t u d i e s  and  t h e  r e a l  and 

t h e o r e t i c a l  a p p l i c a t i o n s  o f  f o l k l o r e  m e th odo logy  t o  d e c o r a t i v e  a r t s  

s c h o l a r s h i p  have  b e e n  u t i l i z e d  i n  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  f u n c t i o n  

and  m eaning o f  t h e  Dedham and M e d f ie ld  a r t i f a c t s  t o  t h e i r  maker and 

u s e r s .  N o ta b ly ,  t h e  w orks  o f  H enry  G l a s s i e  and D e l l  Hymes and  R o b e r t  

T r e n t ' s  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  H e n r i  F o c i l l o n ' s  " I n t r o d u c t i o n "  t o  A r t  

P o o u l a i r e  have s u g g e s t e d  new ways t o  i n t e r p r e t  s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  

New E ng land  c u l t u r e .

F i n a l l y ,  i t  s h o u ld  be p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  c o r e  o f  t h i s  e s s a y  

i s  b u i l t  a ro u n d  a  p r e v i o u s l y  u n t e s t e d  a s s u m p t io n :  t h a t  t h e  v e r b a l  and

v i s u a l  e x p r e s s i o n s  o f  a  d i s c r e t e  s o c i o l i n g u i s t i c  s u b - c u l t u r e  w i l l  d i s ­

p l a y  e c c e n t r i c i t i e s  o f  form  and  f u n c t i o n  t h a t  v a r y  i n  d i r e c t  p a r a l l e l  

c o r r e s p o n d e n c e .  M o re o v e r ,  t h e s e  v a r i a t i o n s  w i l l  e x h i b i t  a n a lo g o u s  

d i a l e c t a l  d r i f t  p r e d i c t a b l y  o v e r  t im e .  B ecause  t h e  s tu d y  o f  b o t h  

E n g l i s h  and New E n g la n d  d i a l e c t a l  l i n g u i s t i c s  h a s  gone so f a r  b e yond  

t h e  c r e e p in g  pace  o f  a r t i f a c t u a l  s t u d i e s ,  much h e l p f u l  t h e o r e t i c a l  

know ledge may be g l e a n e d  by  t h e  f u r n i t u r e  h i s t o r i a n s  f rom  lan g u a g e  

s t u d i e s .

The a u th o r  g r a t e f u l l y  a c k n o w led g e s  t h e  g e n e ro u s  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  

F r a n k  T h u r s to n  o f  L i b e r t y v i l l e ,  I l l i n o i s ,  T h u r s to n  f a m i ly  g e n e a l o g i s t ,  

f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n in g  J o h n  T h u r s t o n ' s  E n g l i s h  h e r i t a g e ,  and  L a u ra  

S m ith  o f  t h e  M e d f ie ld  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  f o r  p r o v i d i n g  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  

two p a n e l s  from  t h e  M e d f i e ld  1655 p u l p i t .  M u r ie l  P e t e r s ,  l i b r a r i a n  

o f  t h e  Dedham H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  and R o b e r t  H anson o f  t h e  Dedham
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Town O f f i c e  a s s i s t e d  i n  r e s e a r c h i n g  t h e  F a r r i n g t o n  c h a i r  and  th e  

g e n e a lo g y  o f  Jo h n  H oughton . The a u t h o r  i s  a l s o  i n d e b t e d  t o  Jo h n  

W alton  and  D o u g las  W righ t  f o r  p e r m is s io n  t o  exam ine o b j e c t s  i n  t h e i r  

p o s s e s s i o n ,  and t o  A l i c e  Gray Read o f  t h e  D epar tm en t  o f  A r c h i t e c t u r e ,  

G ra d u a te  S ch o o l  o f  F in e  A r t s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  P e n n s y lv a n i a ,  f o r  h e r  

p a t i e n c e  and s k i l l  i n  p r e p a r in g  t h e  d ra w in g s  w h ic h  accom pany th e  t e x t .  

S p e c i a l  t h a n k s  a r e  due t o  Benno M. Form an, T e a c h in g  A s s o c i a t e  and 

R e s e a r c h  F e l lo w  o f  The Henry F r a n c i s  du P o n t  W in te r th u r  Museum f o r  t h e  

c o n s t a n t  a d v ic e  and  e n c o u rag em en t  he h a s  g i v e n  a s  t h e  a u t h o r ’ s t h e s i s  

a d v i s o r .  He h a s  g iv e n  s e l f l e s s l y  o f  h i s  t im e  and  k n o w le d g e ,  and  I  

hope t h a t  t h i s  e s s a y  w i l l  i n  some s m a l l  p a r t  r e im b u r s e  him  f o r  h i s  

e f f o r t s  w i t h  a  to o  e a g e r  s t u d e n t .  Thanks a r e  a l s o  due t o  J o n a th a n  

F a i r b a n k s ,  C u r a to r  o f  t h e  D ep a r tm en t  o f  A m erican  D e c o r a t i v e  A r t s ,  

Museum o f  F i n e  A r t s ,  B o s to n ,  who f i r s t  r e d i s c o v e r e d  t h e  M e d f ie ld  p a n e ls  

and  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e i r  im p o r ta n c e .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e  a u th o r  i s  m ost i n d e b t e d  

t o  R o b e r t  F .  T r e n t ,  R e s e a rc h  A s s o c i a t e  i n  th e  D epa r tm en t  o f  A m erican  

D e c o r a t iv e  A r t s ,  Museum o f  F in e  A r t s ,  B o s to n .  I t  i s  o n l y  t h r o u g h  h i s  

many h e l p f u l  s u g g e s t i o n s ,  c o n s t a n t  e n th u s i a s m ,  and  r i g o r o u s  r e a d i n g  

o f  t h e  m a n u s c r ip t  t h a t  t h i s  e s s a y  h a s  r e a c h e d  i t s  p r e s e n t  s t a t e .
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STYLE AND STRUCTURE IN THE JOINERY OF 
DEDHAM AND MEDFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS, 1635 -  1685

The town o f  Dedham was e s t a b l i s h e d  by  th e  G e n e r a l  C o u r t  o f  t h e

M a s s a c h u s e t t s  Bay Colony i n  1636. A l a r g e  t r a c t  o f  w i l d e r n e s s  bounded

on th e  n o r t h  b y  th e  C h a r l e s  R i v e r ,  on t h e  e a s t  by R oxbury  and

D o r c h e s t e r ,  and on th e  s o u th  by  P ro v id e n c e  P l a n t a t i o n ,  t h e  Dedham

g r a n t  p o s s e s s e d  a b u n d a n t ,  w e l l - w a t e r e d  champion l a n d s  s u i t a b l e  f o r

E n g l i s h  h u sb a n d ry ,  and t h e  t o w n 's  i n h a b i t a n t s  r a i s e d  and p r o c e s s e d

g r a i n  c r o p s  and l i v e s t o c k  f o r  t h e  B o s to n  m a r k e t .^  I n  t i m e ,  Dedham 's

v a s t  t e r r i t o r y  p roved  u n w ie ld y  f o r  e f f e c t i v e  s u p e r v i s i o n  by  t h e

s e le c tm e n ,  s i t u a t e d  a s  t h e y  w ere i n  t h e  town c e n t e r  a t  t h e  e x trem e

n o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  g r a n t .  As th e  p o p u l a t i o n  i n c r e a s e d  and  lan d

v a l u e s  i n  t h e  town c e n t e r  r o s e ,  some o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s e t t l e r s  moved

t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  i n t o  t h e  o p e n  l a n d s  t o  t h e  s o u th w e s t ,  and  by  1720 , f o u r

2
new tow ns had b e e n  c a rv e d  o u t  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  Dedham g r a n t .

A p e t i t i o n  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  f i r s t  o f  t h e s e  to w n s ,  M e d f i e id ,  

was s u b m i t te d  i n  1649, an d  g r a n t e d  by th e  G e n e r a l  C o u r t  two y e a r s  

l a t e r .  I n i t i a l l y  a  v i l l a g e  o r  p a r i s h  o f  Dedham, M e d f ie ld  was s e t t l e d  

a lm o s t  e x c l u s i v e l y  by p e o p le  who w ere  from t h e  same c u l t u r a l  b a c k ­

g round  a s  t h e i r  Dedham n e i g h b o r s ;  i n  a l l  b u t  f o u r  c a s e s ,  M e d f ie ld  

f a m i l i e s  were fo rm er  members o f  t h e  Dedham community. I n d e e d ,  Dedham 

and M e d f ie ld  form ed a  d i s t i n c t  c u l t u r a l  u n i t  w i t h i n  t h e  l a r g e r  sp h e re
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o f  s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  New Eng land  l i f e .  R e c e n t  head  c o u n t s  o f  

E n g l i s h  e m ig r a n t s  have  shown t h a t  t h e  two tow ns were p re d o m in a n t ly  

E a s t  A n g l i a n ,  w i t h  a  few s e t t l e r s  f rom  t h e  n o r t h e r n  E n g l i s h  c o u n t i e s  

o f  Y o r k s h i r e  and L i n c o l n s h i r e .

On a  more s p e c i f i c  l e v e l . ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  E a s t  A n g l ia n s  

i n  Dedham and M e d f ie ld  came from  a  s m a l l  a r e a  i n  e a s t e r n  S u f f o l k  County  

and  s o u t h e a s t e r n  N o r f o lk  C oun ty ,  bounded  by Ip s w ic h  on t h e  s o u th s  t h e  

t e x t i l e  tow ns o f  N orw ich  and G r e a t  Y arm outh  on th e  n o r t h ,  and  

New Buckenham on t h e  w e s t . ^  On an  even  more s p e c i f i c  l e v e l ,  t h e  

S u f f o l k  v i l l a g e s  o f  Syleham , F r e s s i n g f i e l d , R i n g s f i e l d ,  and  Wrentham 

d e f i n e  an  a r e a  t h i r t y  m i l e s  s q u a re  from  w h ich  many Dedham yeomen came. 

N o n - c o n fo r m is t s  a l l ,  t h e y  may have f i r s t  m et w h i le  g a t h e r i n g  a t  

Wrentham t o  h e a r  t h e  P u r i t a n  se rm ons o f  t h e  R ev e ren d  Jo h n  P h i l l i p s ,  

who l a t e r  l e d  t h e  h e g i r a  o f  h i s  c o n g r e g a t i o n  t o  New E n g land .

The g e o g r a p h i c a l  p r o x im i ty  o f  t h e  S u f f o lk  tow ns from  w h ich  

t h e  s e t t l e r s  o f  Dedham and M e d f ie ld  came s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e y  were a  

c u l t u r a l l y  homogenous g r o u p ,  s in c e  t h e i r  n a t i v e  a r e a  i n  S u f f o l k  was 

n o t  a  " b o r d e r l i n e "  zone be tw een  r e g i o n a l  s u b - c u l t u r e s .  I n  f a c t ,  

r e c e n t  r e s e a r c h  i n  E n g l i s h  d i a l e c t a l  l i n g u i s t i c s  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  

p a r t i c u l a r  S u f f o l k  s u b - c u l t u r e  w h ich  d o m in a te d  Dedham s o c i e t y  c o i n ­

c id e d  a lm o s t  e x a c t l y  w i t h  a  l i n g u i s t i c  s u b - c u l t u r e  s t i l l  t o  be found  

i n  e a s t e r n  S u f f o l k  and s o u t h e a s t e r n  N o r f o l k . ^  I f  l o c a l i z e d
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p e c u l i a r i t i e s  o f  s p e e c h  w ere  t r a n s f e r r e d  from  S u f f o l k  t o  Dedham, i t  

may a l s o  be p o s s i b l e  t h a t  th e  t r a n s f e r  o f  a  p a r a l l e l  " d i a l e c t "  i n  th e  

m a t e r i a l  c u l t u r e  o f  D edham 's  s e t t l e r s  to o k  p l a c e .

A c o n t i n u i t y  o f  p r a c t i c e  was a s s u r e d  i n  th e  w oodw orking 

t r a d e s ;  o f  n in e  f i r s t - g e n e r a t i o n  c r a f t s m e n  whose r e g i o n a l  o r i g i n s  a r e  

known, o n ly  one had n o t  e m ig r a t e d  from  t h e  S u f f o l k  a r e a  ( F i g .  1 ) .  

B ecause  t h e  woodworking t r a d e s  w ere d o m in a te d  by  S u f f o l k  c r a f t s m e n ,  

t h e i r  a p p r e n t i c e s  i n  Dedham and  M e d f ie ld  would a l s o  have  w orked  i n  

t h e  S u f f o l k  r e g i o n a l  " d i a l e c t , "  t h u s  p e r p e t u a t i n g  t o  a  c e r t a i n  d e g r e e  

t h e  same s t y l e  and s t r u c t u r e  b r o u g h t  from  E n g lan d  b y  t h e  f i r s t  

g e n e r a t i o n .  The a r t i f a c t s  made by f i r s t -  and s e c o n d - g e n e r a t i o n  wood­

w o rk e rs  i n  Dedham and M e d f ie ld  t h u s  p r o v id e  a n  i d e a l  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  

s tu d y  an  i d e n t i f i a b l e  E n g l i s h  r e g i o n a l  s t y l e  and s t r u c t u r e  and  i t s  

deve lopm en t i n  t h e  New W orld .

*  *  *

I n  1S98, H a r r i e t  A. Fow le d o n a te d  v a r i o u s  r e l i c s  o f  M e d f i e l d 1s 

e a r l y  y e a r s  t o  th e  M e d f i e ld  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y .  I n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  g i f t  

w ere two c a r v e d  oak p a n e l s  s a i d  t o  have b e e n  p a r t  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  1655 

p u l p i t  o f  t h e  f i r s t  m e e t in g  h o u s e .  The lo z e n g e - s h a p e d  p a n e l  

( F ig s .  2 ,  2 a )  was e n t e r e d  i n  t h e  s o c i e t y ' s  a c c e s s i o n s  r e c o r d  a s  "A

p i e c e  o f  c a r v e d  oak f ro m  th e  f i r s t  c h u rc h  D ate  1656 c u t  on t h e  b a c k . " ^  

The second  p a n e l  ( F ig .  3) i s  r e c t a n g u l a r  i n  shape  and  d e c o r a t e d  w i t h  

c o n jo in e d  s - s c r o l l  m o t i f s  w h ic h  form  an  a n t h e m i o n - l i k e  d e s i g n .
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L o c a l  a n t i q u a r i a n s  had known o f  t h e  p a n e l s '  e x i s t e n c e  p r i o r  t o

t h e i r  a c q u i s i t i o n  by  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  s o c i e t y .  I n  1887, W il l i a m  T i l d e n

d e s c r i b e d  th e  lo z e n g e -s h a p e d  p a n e l  i n  h i s  H i s t o r y  o f  M e d f ie ld ,

M a s s a c h u s e t t s :

A p i e c e  o f  r u d e l y  c a rv e d  oak i s  s t i l l  
p r e s e r v e d ,  w h ich  was t a k e n  from  th e  
f r o n t  o f  th e  g a l l e r y  when t h e  m e e t in g  
h ouse  o f  1706 was p u l l e d  down. I t  
b e a r s  t h e  d a t e  1656, t h e  y e a r  t h e  f i r s t  
p u l p i t  was made. T h i s  o rn am en t  was 
p r o b a b ly  a  p a r t  o f  t h a t  p i e c e  o f  f u r n i ­
t u r e ,  and was p u t  i n t o  t h e  second  house  
a s  a  momento. ^

The p a n e l s  had  b een  r e s c u e d  from  th e  f i r s t  m e e t in g  house  when i t  was 

t o r n  down b e tw e en  1703 and 1706 t o  make room f o r  a  s t r u c t u r e  l a r g e  

enough  t o  accommodate t h e  t o w n 's  i n c r e a s e d  p o p u l a t i o n .  The b u i l d e r s  

o f  t h e  seco n d  h o u s e ,  c a r p e n t e r s  R o b e r t  Pond o f  Wrentham and  Com fort 

S t a r r  o f  Dedham, w ere  a l lo w e d  t o  " h a v e  t h e  o ld  one and w hat a p p e r t a i n s  

t o  i t  to w a rd  [ th e  c o s t  o f j  t h e  b u i l d i n g  and  f u r n i s h i n g  [o f ]  t h e  n ew ."^  

A c c o rd in g  t o  T i l d e n ,  t h e  l o z e n g e - s h a p e d  p a n e l  was p r o b a b ly  o r i g i n a l l y  

a p p l i e d  t o  th e  p u l p i t  and l a t e r  n a i l e d  t o  t h e  f r o n t  o f  t h e  g a l l e r y  o f  

t h e  seco n d  h o u s e ,  where i t  r e m a in e d  u n t i l  t h a t  s t r u c t u r e  w as dem ol­

i s h e d  i n  1789. I t  i s  s t i l l  n a i l e d  t o  a  s e c t i o n  o f  g a l l e r y  f r a m in g ,  

w h ic h  i s  g ro o v ed  a lo n g  b o t h  s i d e s  and b e a r s  t h e  r e m a in s  o f  a  p r o t r u d i n  

t e n o n  on e a c h  end . I n  1789, t h e  p a n e l s  w ere  g i v e n  t o  t h e  s u r v i v i n g  

c h i l d r e n  o f  t h e  R ev e ren d  J o s e p h  B a x t e r ,  d u r in g  whose m i n i s t r y  th e  

se c o n d  c h u r c h  was b u i l t .  They t h e n  w ere  p a s s e d  th r o u g h  t h e  B a x te r  

f a m i ly  t o  h i s  d e s c e n d a n t  Mary B a x te r  F o w le ,  whose d a u g h te r  H a r r i e t  

d o n a te d  them  t o  t h e  M e d f ie ld  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  i n  1898. T h re e  y e a r s
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l a t e r ,  t h e  p a n e l s  w ere  p i c t u r e d  w i t h  M rs. F o w l e ' s  o t h e r  f a m i ly  

h e i r lo o m s  in  a  p a m p h le t  commemorating t h e  2 5 0 th  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  th e  

t o w n 's  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  (F ig -  4 ) .  S in c e  t h e  i n s c r i p t i o n  "1656"  i s  c u t  

i n t o  t h e  r e v e r s e  s i d e  o f  t h e  f ra g m e n t  o f  t h e  1706 g a l l e r y ,  w h ich  i s  

n o t  c o n te m p o ra ry  w i t h  th e  m a n u fa c tu re  o f  t h e  p a n e l s ,  t h i s  d a t e  may have 

been  added  by  T i l d e n  h i m s e l f  t o  make h i s  s t o r y  more i n t e r e s t i n g .  O r ,  

i f  T i l d e n  was c o r r e c t  i n  a ssu m in g  t h a t  t h e  p a n e l s  w ere  p r e s e r v e d  a s  

mementos o f  t h e  f i r s t  c h u r c h ,  t h e  i n s c r i p t i o n  may have b e e n  added 

a f t e r  1706.

Work on t h e  f i r s t  m e e t in g  house  o f  M e d f ie ld  p r o b a b l y  began  

s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  town i n  1651, an d  w i t h i n  f o u r  

y e a r s ,  t h e  i n t e r i o r  was r e a d y  t o  be f u r n i s h e d .  F o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  

maker o f  t h e  f i r s t  M e d f ie ld  p u l p i t  i s  known. On 14 J a n u a r y  1655, t h e  

town c l e r k  n o te d  t h a t  t h e r e  was

Due t o  Jo h n  h o to n  f o r  th e  Deske & p i l e r s  
im p. f o r  t h e  Deske 7 -1 1 -0 0
i t .  t h e  t a b e l  0 -1 1
B a l i s t e r s  48 a t  7d p e r

p i l e r  1 -8
2 g r e d  p i l e r s  0 -2

sum 9 -1 2 -0 0

p a id  t o  Jo h n  h o to n
im ps , p a id  28 B u s le  w hea t  a t  4 s  [per]

B u sh e l  5 -1 1 -0 0
(by  Jo h n  D w ite  1 -0 -0 0  ^

The f i n i s h e d  p u l p i t  must h a v e  been  i n  p l a c e  by J u n e  o f  1657 , when t h e

town p a id  Samuel B u l l e n  two s h i l l i n g s ,  s i x  pen ce  -  a  d a y ' s  wages -  f o r
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" b r i n g i n g  up th e  D e s k e . S u l l e n  was p a id  f o r  t r a n s p o r t i n g  i t  from  

H o u g h to n 's  shop i n  Dedham t o  M edfie ld . ,  a  tw e n ty - m i l e  ro u n d  t r i p  w h ich  

would  have  ta k e n  a  d a y ' s  c a r t  r i d e  o v e r  r o a d s  muddied by  s p r i n g  r a i n s .

The " D e s k e / 1 a s  p u l p i t s  w ere  o f t e n  c a l l e d  i n  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  

c e n t u r y ,  was th e  s o u rc e  o f  t h e  two s u r v i v i n g  p a n e l s ;  J o h n  " h o t o n , "  or 

H ough ton , o f  Dedham, was i t s  m aker. Houghton had  a r r i v e d  a t  Dedham a t  

t h e  age  o f  e le v e n  i n  1635, p r o b a b ly  i n  th e  company o f  h i s  f a t h e r .  He 

m ust have  a p p r e n t i c e d  w i t h  a  w o rk in g  S u f f o l k  c r a f t s m a n  i n  Dedham some­

t im e  be tw een  h i s  a r r i v a l  i n  town and  r e a c h i n g  h i s  m a j o r i t y  i n  1645.

He w orked f o r  tw e n ty  y e a r s  i n  Dedham, and i n  1665 removed t o  L a n c a s t e r .  

When t h a t  town was t h r e a t e n e d  by th e  I n d i a n s  i n  1675, he s o u g h t  r e f u g e  

i n  C h a r le s to w n ,  w here  he d i e d  i n  1684 ( s e e  A ppend ix ,  p . 4 9 ) .

At f i r s t  g l a n c e ,  t h e  two m ee t in g  house  p a n e l s  a p p e a r  t o  have 

b e e n  c a rv e d  by d i f f e r e n t  h a n d s .  The " s p i k y - f l o w e r "  d e s i g n  u se d  on th e  

l o z e n g e - s h a p e d  p a n e l  seems t o  b e a r  l i t t l e  l i k e n e s s  t o  t h e  s - s c r o l l s  

c u t  i n t o  th e  r e c t a n g u l a r  p a n e l .  F o r t u n a t e l y ,  a  c h e s t  w h ic h  b e a r s  b o t h  

o f  t h e s e  m o t i f s  s u r v i v e s ,  d e m o n s t r a t in g  t h a t  b o t h  w ere  a c c e p t a b l e  a s  

" g o in g  t o g e t h e r "  i n  a t  l e a s t  one c r a f t s m a n ' s  v o c a b u la r y  o f  o rnam ent 

( F ig .  5 ) .  T h i s  c h e s t  i s  s a i d  t o  have o r i g i n a l l y  b e lo n g e d  t o  a  member 

o f  t h e  Merwin f a m i ly  o f  M i l f o r d ,  C o n n e c t i c u t .  A r e l a t e d  c h e s t  w i t h  

no  p ro v en a n c e  ( F ig .  6) b e a r s  lo z e n g e s  w i t h  a  " s p i k y - f l o w e r "  m o t i f  

c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  H o u g h to n 's  d e s ig n  ( F i g s .  2 4 a ,  e ,  f ) .  The p re s e n c e  

o f  c a rv e d  l u n e t t e s  on t h e  t o p  f r o n t  r a i l  o f  t h e  l a t t e r  exam ple  shows 

t h a t  schemes o f  c a rv e d  d e c o r a t i o n  may have i n c l u d e d  a  t h i r d  t y p e  o f

R eproduced  with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



- 7 -

o rn am e n t ,  and  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  c h o ic e  o f  e l a b o r a t e  s - s c r o l l s  o r  more 

s i m p l i f i e d  l u n e t t e s  on th e  to p  r a i l  may have depended  on how much t im e  

and money was expended  on t h e  c h e s t s '  p r o d u c t i o n . ^  B o th  c h e s t s  a r e  

p ro b a b ly  t h e  w ork o f  c r a f t s m e n  t r a i n e d  in  E a s t  A n g l i a .

On t h e  b a s i s  o f  a  s u r v i v i n g  s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  p u l p i t  i n  

B ly th b o ro u g h ,  S u f f o l k  ( F i g .  7 ) ,  and t h e  s u r v i v i n g  Houghton p a n e l s ,  a  

c o n j e c t u r a l  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  th e  1655 M e d f ie ld  p u l p i t  h a s  been  

drawn (F ig .  8 ) .  L ik e  t h e  B ly th b o ro u g h  ex am p le ,  i t  was o f  j o i n e d  c o n ­

s t r u c t i o n  and  d e c o r a t e d  w i t h  c a rv e d  p a n e l s ;  p e r h a p s  two l e v e l s  o f  t h e  

M e d f ie ld  p u l p i t  w ere  a d o rn e d  w i t h  lo z e n g e s  a p p l i e d  t o  open  f i e l d s ,  

w i t h  a  row o f  r e c t a n g u l a r  p a n e l s  e n c i r c l i n g  t h e  t o p .  The M e d f ie ld  

p u l p i t  was p r o b a b ly  f r e e - s t a n d i n g  and s u p p o r t e d  on t h e  "2 g r e d  p i l e r s "  

s u p p l i e d  by  H ough ton , who, h a v in g  a l s o  made t h e  b a l u s t e r s  m en t io n e d  i n  

th e  1655 a c c o u n t ,  m ust have  been  a  s k i l l e d  t u r n e r  a s  w e l l .  The 

f o r t y - e i g h t  b a l u s t e r s  w ere  p ro b a b ly  u sed  t o  s u p p o r t  a  h a n d r a i l  on a 

s t a i r .  They may have b e e n  in te n d e d  e i t h e r  f o r  t h e  s t a i r s  l e a d i n g  to

th e  g a l l e r y ,  o r  f o r  t h e  h a n d r a i l  on t h e  f l i g h t  o f  s t e p s  w h ich  commonly

12a sc e n d e d  t o  t h e  s p e a k in g  p l a t f o r m  on p o s t - R e f o r m a t i o n  p u l p i t s .  No

m en t io n  i s  made, how ever ,  o f  th e  M e d f ie ld  p u l p i t ' s  h a v in g  b e e n

" c o v e r e d "  by  a  j o i n e d  so u n d in g  b o a r d ,  a s  was t h e  one made f o r  t h e

13f i r s t  m e e t in g  h o u se  o f  Malden by Job  Lane i n  1648.

M arian  C ard  D o n n e l ly  h a s  r i g h t l y  c r i t i c i z e d  t h e  commonly h e ld  

v iew  o f  a  " p l a i n  s t y l e "  i n  P u r i t a n  m e e t in g  h o u se  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  n o t in g  

t h a t  t h e  many i n s t a n c e s  o f  ornam ent c a l l e d  f o r  i n  b u i l d i n g  c o n t r a c t s
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o f  t h e  p e r i o d  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  c l e r g y  and  c o n g r e g a t i o n  a l i k e  w ere  a n x io u s  

to  e m b e l l i s h  t h e i r  s t r u c t u r e s  w i t h  c a r v i n g s  and  d e c o r a t i v e  t u r n i n g s . ^  

The p r e s e n c e  o f  c a rv e d  d e c o r a t i o n s  on H o u g h to n 's  p u l p i t  f o r  th e  

M e d f ie ld  c o n g r e g a t i o n  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  New E n g la n d e r s  c o n t in u e d  t o  u se  

th e  e m b e l l i s h e d  p u l p i t  fo rm  t h e y  had known i n  t h e  E n g l i s h  p a r i s h  

c h u rc h .  W hereas P u r i t a n s  a b h o r r e d  a  s a c r i f i c i a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  

E u c h a r i s t ,  and t h e y  r e j e c t e d  t h e  A n g l i c a n  communion r a i l  and  m arb le  

a l t a r ,  t h e y  c o n t i n u e d  t o  v iew  t h e  sermon a s  a  p r i n c i p a l  means o f  g r a c e  

and saw no r e a s o n  t o  change  t h e  fo rm  o f  t h e  p u l p i t .  I f  t h e  P u r i t a n s

w e re  i c o n o c l a s t s ,  t h e y  w ere  s e l e c t i v e l y  i c o n o c l a s t i c .

U n l ik e  t h e  p u l p i t ,  how ever, th e  l o c a t i o n  and m ean ing  o f  t h e  

communion t a b l e  w ere  c e n t r a l  and  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  c o n c e r n s  o f  E n g l i s h  

P u r i t a n s  i n  t h e  1620s and  1 630s .  The t a b l e  H oughton made f o r  e le v e n  

s h i l l i n g s  i n  1655 w ould  have  b een  p la c e d  d i r e c t l y  i n  f r o n t  o f  th e  

p u l p i t ,  and may have  re s e m b le d  th e  s u r v i v i n g  communion t a b l e  from  th e  

f i r s t  m e e t in g  h o u se  o f  S udbury , M a s s a c h u s e t t s .  Yet b e c a u s e  Houghton 

u n d o u b te d ly  u se d  a  l a t h e  t o  f a s h i o n  th e  b a l u s t e r s  f o r  t h e  m e e t in g

h o u s e ,  i t  seems l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  t a b l e  a l s o  would  have had t u r n e d  l e g s

and may have  r e s e m b le d  a  s u r v i v i n g  t a b l e  fo u n d  in  S a l i s b u r y ,  M assa­

c h u s e t t s .  B ecau se  t h e  e l e v e n  s h i l l i n g s  p a id  Houghton was a  r e l a t i v e l y  

h ig h  v a lu e  f o r  a  t a b l e  i n  t h e  m i d - s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  M e d f ie ld

t a b l e  p r o b a b ly  had  o rnam en t  l i k e  t h a t  o f  t h e  S a l i s b u r y  exam ple ,  w h ich  

h a s  a  c a rv e d  g u i l l o c h e  a lo n g  i t s  u p p e r  f r o n t  r a i l ;  t h e  u se  o f  d e c o r a ­

t i o n  on o n ly  one s i d e  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  S a l i s b u r y  t a b l e  was in d e e d  a 

communion t a b l e ,  and  o n ly  meant t o  be se en  from  one d i r e c t i o n . ^
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On th e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  two p a n e l s  from  th e  M e d f ie ld  p u l p i t , i t  i s  

p o s s i b l e  t o  a t t r i b u t e  two j o i n e d  c h e s t s  and one j o i n e d  a rm c h a i r  t o  t h e  

hand  o r  shop o f  Jo h n  H oughton . W hile one o f  th e  c h e s t s  h a s  no known 

h i s t o r y  ( F ig .  9 ) ,  t h e  o t h e r  may t e n t a t i v e l y  be a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  

H o u g h to n 's  s t a y  i n  Dedham from  1645 u n t i l  1665 ( F ig .  1 0 ) ;  i n  1S9S i t  

a p p e a r e d  i n  a n  i l l u s t r a t i o n ,  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  th e  "Oak C h e s t  i n  S t o r e  

Room 2d S to r y "  o f  t h e  F a i r b a n k s  House i n  D e d h a m .^  I f  t h e  c h e s t  

a c t u a l l y  d e s c e n d e d  i n  t h e  F a i r b a n k s  f a m i l y ,  i t  may have b e e n  t h e  one 

m e n t io n e d  i n  J o n a th a n  F a i r b a n k s '  1668 i n v e n t o r y . ^  Y et b e c a u s e  

H oughton  p l i e d  h i s  t r a d e  i n  Dedham, L a n c a s t e r ,  and C h a r le s to w n  b e tw e en  

1645 and 16S4, i t  r e m a in s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  s t a t e  d e f i n i t i v e l y  w here  an y  o f  

t h e  o b j e c t s  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  him w e re  made.

The two c h e s t s  s h a re  b a s i c  s i m i l a r i t i e s  t h a t  s u g g e s t  t h e y  w ere  

made by  t h e  same c r a f t s m a n .  T h e i r  o v e r a l l  d im e n s io n s  a r e  a lm o s t  

e x a c t l y  a l i k e ,  a f t e r  c o m p e n s a t in g  f o r  some l o s s  i n  h e i g h t  due to  wear 

on t h e  c o r n e r  p o s t s  and a  d e c r e a s e  i n  w id th  due to  s h r i n k a g e  o f  

v e r t i c a l  f ra m in g  members a c r o s s  t h e  g r a i n .  The a r r a n g e m e n t  o f  t h e  

p a n e l s  on th e  c h e s t s  i s  a l s o  t h e  same. B o th  have t h r e e  p a n e l s  a c r o s s  

th e  f r o n t  and  b a c k ,  and one l a r g e  p a n e l  on  e a ch  end . The p r o f i l e  and  

l o c a t i o n  o f  m o ld in g s  on t h e  two o b j e c t s  a r e  a l s o  i d e n t i c a l .  F i n a l l y ,  

t h e  two c h e s t s  s h a re  a n  u n u s u a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  d e t a i l ;  t h e  b o t to m  b o a rd s  

o f  th e  c h e s t  i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  f i g u r e  9 a r e  made o f  oak  and  a r e  p l a c e d  

w i t h  t h e i r  g r a i n  ru n n in g  from  f r o n t  t o  b a c k ,  y e t  w h i l e  t h e  b o a r d s  a r e  

n a i l e d  o n to  t h e  b o t to m  edge o f  t h e  lo w er  r e a r  r a i l ,  t h e y  a r e  i n s e r t e d  

i n t o  g r o o v e s  c u t  i n t o  t h e  i n s i d e  o f  t h e  low er s i d e  and f r o n t  r a i l s .
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The j o i n e r  f e a t h e r e d  th e  e d g e s  o f  th e  p l a n k s  w i t h  a draw k n i f e  u n t i l  

t h e y  w ere  t h i n  enough to  f i t  i n t o  t h e  g ro o v e  p la n e d  i n t o  th e  r a i l s ,  and 

t o o l  n a r k s  l e f t  by  t h e  draw k n i f e  a r e  s t i l l  v i s i b l e  on th e  bo ttom  

b o a rd s  o f  t h e  c h e s t .  The b o t to m  b o a rd s  o f  th e  F a i r b a n k s  c h e s t  were 

shaped  i n  t h e  same way, th o u g h  t h e y  have s in c e  been  r e p l a c e d .  The 

f a i l u r e  o f  i t s  o r i g i n a l  b o a rd s  r e v e a l s  a  s t r u c t u r a l  f la w  i n h e r e n t  i n  

u s in g  a  lo n g  deep  g ro o v e  c u t  i n t o  t h e  f r o n t  and s id e  r a i l s .  Because 

t h e  s l o t  r u n s  w i t h  t h e  g r a i n ,  any  sudden  g r e a t  w e ig h t  p l a c e d ,  o r  

d ro p p e d ,  on t h e  b o t to m  o f  th e  c h e s t  w eakens t h e  r a i l  u n t i l  t h e  s e c t i o n  

o f  wtood be low  th e  g ro o v e  b r e a k s  o f f ,  and th e  b o t to m  b o a rd s  f a l l  th rough .

The d e c o r a t i o n  u sed  on t h e  c h e s t s  a l s o  p o i n t s  t o  Houghton a s  

th e  p r o b a b le  m aker. The c a rv e d  s - s c r o l l s  on t h e  example i n  t h e  Museum 

o f  F i n e  A r t s  b e a r  t h e  c l o s e s t  r e s e m b la n c e  t o  th o s e  on th e  r e c t a n g u l a r  

m e e t in g  house  p a n e l  ( F ig s .  23n , o ) . A l th o u g h  th e  c o m p le x i ty  o f  t h e  

m o t i f  on t h e  c h e s t  must have demanded more t im e  t o  e x e c u te ,  th a n  t h a t  

on t h e  r e c t a n g u l a r  p u l p i t  p a n e l ,  t h e y  s h a r e  many o f  th e  same c h a r a c ­

t e r i s t i c s .  F i r s t ,  b o t h  p a n e ls  a r e  s e t  i n t o  th e  f i e l d  s i m i l a r l y ,  w i th  

th e  f i e l d  s im p ly  f o l lo w in g  t h e  c u rv e s  o f  th e  s c r o l l s .  S e c o n d ly ,  th e  

s e p a r a t e  l e a f l e t s  i n  e a c h  f ro n d  a r e  d e s c r i b e d  i d e n t i c a l l y .  The c a r v e r  

began  by  o u t l i n i n g  t h e  p r o f i l e  o f  th e  e n t i r e  l e a f  o n to  t h e  s u r f a c e  o f  

th e  wood. Then , u s in g  a  v - s h a p e d  g o u g e ,  he a r t i c u l a t e d  e a c h  l e a f l e t  

by  r u n n in g  a  t a p e r e d  l i n e  from  th e  stem  o u tw a rd ,  s to p p in g  j u s t  s h o r t  

o f  t h e  o u t l i n e .  As a  r e s u l t ,  t h e  s e p a r a t e  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  f ro n d  a re  

s t i l l  i n t e r c o n n e c t e d  by  th e  sm a l l  s t r i p  o f  wood l e f t  u n d i s t u r b e d  by  

t h e  gouge . H oughton  a g a in  u se d  a  c a r v e r ' s  c h i s e l  t o  d em arca te  t h e
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low er c o r n e r s  o f  t h e  d e s ig n  ( v i s i b l e  a t  t h e  low er  c o r n e r s  o f  F i g .  3 ) .  

T h i s  t o o l  was s l i g h t l y  c u rv e d  and a b o u t  o n e - h a l f  i n c h  i n  w id th .  The 

c u r v a t u r e  o f  t h i s  b l a d e  m atch es  t h e  c u r v i n g  o u t l in e  edges  o f  many o f  

th e  l e a f l e t s ,  so  i t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  Houghton u se d  t h i s  t o o l  i n  c u t t i n g  

th e  b a s i c  d e s ig n  i n t o  th e  s u r f a c e  o f  t h e  wood. F i n a l l y ,  he  u sed  th e  

same t o o l  t o  mark th e  j o i n t s  on th e  s i d e s  o f  th e  c h e s t  d u r in g  c o n ­

s t r u c t i o n  (F ig .  9 a ) .  The j o i n t s  on th e  f r o n t  and back  o f  t h e  c h e s t  

were d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  by  u s in g  s c r i b e d  s la s h m a r k s  ( F i g .  9 b ) .

The economic c i r c u m s ta n c e s  s u r r o u n d in g  th e  m a n u fa c tu re  o f  any 

o b j e c t  may be  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  two m inor d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  Houghton 

c h e s t s .  W hile  t h e  c h e s t  i n  f i g u r e  9 i s  made e n t i r e l y  o f  oak e x c e p t  

f o r  i t s  l i d .  t h e  end p a n e l s  o f  th e  F a i r b a n k s  exam ple  a r e  made o f  p i n e .  

Once p in e  was b e i n g  sawn i n  w a te r -p o w e re d  s a w m i l l s ,  i t  was much 

c h e ap e r  and e a s i e r  to  w ork . S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  l i d  o f  th e  F a i r b a n k s  c h e s t  

was c o n n e c te d  w i th  s n i p e - b i l l  h in g e s  t h a t  w ere s im p ly  and q u ic k ly  

drawn th ro u g h  s m a l l  h o l e s  and  s p re a d  l i k e  c o t t e r  p i n s .  The o t h e r  

c h e s t  o r i g i n a l l y  employed p i n t e l  h in g e s  where c a r e f u l l y  c u t  c l e a t s  

had t o  be f i t t e d  t o  t h e  edges  o f  t h e  l i d ,  h o l e s  d r i l l e d  th ro u g h  th e  

c l e a t s  i n t o  t h e  s i d e s  o f  t h e  r e a r  p o s t s ,  and c a r e f u l l y  trimm ed oak  

p in s  i n s e r t e d .  I n  s h o r t ,  w hat may seem a  fu n d a m e n ta l  change  i n  a 

m ak e r ’ s t e c h n i q u e  o v e r  t im e  may have b een  a  means o f  p ro d u c in g  a  l e s s  

e x p e n s iv e  p r o d u c t  in  l e s s  t im e .

D e s p i t e  many o v e r a l l  c o n s i s t e n c i e s ,  t h e r e  a r e  v a r i a t i o n s  

p r e s e n t  i n  th e  d e c o r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  c h e s t s  w h ich  s u g g e s t  a  change i n
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E o u g h to n 's  v i s u a l  lan g u a g e  a s  much a s  th e y  do d i f f e r i n g  l e v e l s  o f

economic i n t e n t .  N o ta b ly ,  on th e  F a i r b a n k s  c h e s t  -  whose end p a n e l s

a r e  made o f  p in e  -  Houghton u se d  an e x t r e m e ly  co m p lic a ted ,  v a r i a n t  o f

t h e  " s p i k y - f l o w e r "  m o t i f  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  p a n e l  ( F ig .  2 3 q ) . H ere  t h e

1 £f l o r a l  p a t t e r n s  a r e  e x te n d e d ,  and r a d i a t e  from  a  c e n t r a l  p o i n t .  But

u n l i k e  th o s e  or. t h e  l o z e n g e - s h a p e d  m e e t in g  house  p a n e l ,  t h e  f l o r a l

m o t i f s  h e re  c u rv e  more f r e e l y  and  a r e  l e s s  c o n s t r a i n e d  by  th e

r e c t a n g u l a r  fo rm a t  o f  t h e  p a n e l .  On th e  s id e  p a n e l s  o f  t h e  F a i r b a n k s

c h e s t ,  Houghton g r a f t e d  a  s i n g l e  f l o r a l  m o t i f  o n to  t h e  c e n t r a l  a x i s  o f

t h e  an th em io n  f r o n d  ( F ig s .  2 3p , r ) . Y et b e c a u s e  t h e  two c h e s t s  c a n n o t

be  s e t  i n t o  a  c h r o n o l o g i c a l  f ram ew ork , i t  would be i n a c c u r a t e  t o

d e s c r i b e  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n c e s  a s  a  " d r i f t "  i n  t h e  m a k e r 's  v i s u a l

la n g u a g e ;  d r i f t  o c c u r s  p r e d i c t a b l y  over  t im e ,  a t  i n t e r v a l s  w h ich

19c a n n o t  be d e te rm in e d  h e r e .

The j o i n e d  a rm c h a i r  a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  Houghton i s  s a i d  t o  have  

b e lo n g e d  o r i g i n a l l y  to  J o h n  F a r r i n g t o n  o f  Dedham, who d i e d  i n  1676 

( F ig .  1 1 ) .  T h is  c h a i r  d e s c e n d e d  th ro u g h  seven  g e n e r a t i o n s  o f  th e  

F a r r i n g t o n  fa m i ly  u n t i l  i t  was g iv e n  t o  t h e  Dedham H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  

by  J e s s i e  F a r r i n g t o n  (1 8 6 8 -1 9 4 1 ) .  I t  i s  made e n t i r e l y  o f  o a k .  The 

c a rv e d  lo ze n g e  i n  th e  c e n t e r  o f  th e  back  p a n e l  r e s e m b le s  t h e  l o z e n g e ­

shaped  p u l p i t  p a n e l ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  i n  t h i s  c a se  t h e  sm a l l  t r e f o i l  

f lo w e r s  l i e  o u t s i d e  t h e  p o i n t s  of t h e  diamond r a t h e r  t h a n  w i t h i n  them 

( F ig .  2 4 b ) .  The t u r n i n g s  on t h e  f r o n t  p o s t s  o f  t h e  c h a i r  show 

H o u g h to n 's  s k i l l  a s  a  t u r n e r ,  com bining  w e l l  a r t i c u l a t e d  b a l u s t e r s  

u n d e r  th e  arms w i t h  a  more M a n n e r i s t  t r e a t m e n t  o f  an  i n t e r r u p t e d
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co lum nar  form  u n d e r  th e  s e a t .  S t r u c t u r a l l y ,  th e  c h a i r  i s  s i m i l a r  t o  

t h e  two c h e s t s  i n  th e  s i z e  o f  th e  oak s to c k  u se d  f o r  i t s  f ra m in g  

members. Houghton u se d  r i v e n  oak p la n e d  t o  a  w ork ing  s i z e  o f  from  

1 3 /4 "  by  3 3 /4 "  t o  2" by 4 " .  And a s  w i t h  t h e  s i d e s  o f  t h e  c h e s t s ,

he u sed  one l a r g e  p a n e l  i n  t h e  b a c k  o f  t h e  c h a i r .

The t h r e e  o b j e c t s  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  Houghton and t h e  two p a n e l s

from  h i s  M e d f ie ld  p u l p i t  r a i s e  a  m ajo r  q u e s t i o n :  i f  he a r r i v e d  i n

Dedham i n  1535 a t  age  e l e v e n ,  from  whom c o u ld  he h av e  l e a r n e d  t h e  

s k i l l s  o f  j o i n i n g ,  c a r v i n g ,  and t u r n i n g ?  B ecause  a p p r e n t i c e s h i p s  

n o r m a l ly  began  be tw een  th e  a g e s  o f  t h i r t e e n  and f i f t e e n  and l a s t e d  

u n t i l  age tw e n ty - o n e ,  any  c r a f t s m a n  w o rk in g  i n  Dedham b e tw e e n  1637 and 

1645 c o u ld  have  b e e n  H o u g h to n 's  m a s t e r .  An e x a m in a t io n  o f  t h e  known 

c r a f t s m e n  w o rk in g  t h e r e  d u r in g  t h a t  p e r i o d  h a s  shown t h a t  o n l y  f o u r  

c a r p e n t e r / j o i n e r s  were " e l i g i b l e " :  G eorge B a r b e r ,  Jo h n  R o p e r ,  H enry

Sm ith ,  and J o h n  T h u r s to n  ( s e e  A p pend ix ,  pp . 4 0 ,  4 2 -4 3 ,  4 6 ) .  ALL o th e r  

c r a f t s m e n  w ere  to o  young, had  d i e d ,  o r  had moved away. B a rb e r  had 

b een  t r a i n e d  i n  F r e s s i n g f i e l d ,  S u f f o l k .  T h u r s to n  m ust h a v e  l e a r n e d  

h i s  t r a d e  i n  e i t h e r  S o t t e r l y  o r  Wrentham, b o t h  o f  w h ich  a r e  a l s o  i n  

S u f f o l k .  And b o th  Roper and Sm ith  ivere from New Buckenham, a  s m a l l  

N o r f o lk  v i l l a g e  n e a r  t h e  S u f f o l k  b o r d e r .  C o n s e q u e n t ly ,  H oughton  had 

t o  have  b e e n  t r a i n e d  in  t h e  S u f f o l k  v i s u a l  d i a l e c t  t h a t  do m in a ted  

Dedham.

On th e  b a s i s  o f  what l i t t l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  c a n  be g l e a n e d  from  

th e  town r e c o r d s  o f  Dedham and M e d f i e ld ,  t h e  c r a f t s m a n  m ost o f t e n
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c a l l e d  on to  do j o i n e r ’ s work was Jo h n  T h u r s to n .  T h u r s to n  had  a r r i v e d  

in  Dedham from  Salem i n  l a t e  1639. when Houghton was f i f t e e n  y e a r s  o l d .  

Assum ing t h a t  H oughton  t r a i n e d  w i t h  T h u r s to n ,  he w ould  have  b een  u n d e r  

h i s  t u t e l a g e  f o r  s i x  y e a r s ,  be tw een  1639 and  1645. I n  1649 T h u r s to n  

c a s t  h i s  l o t  w i t h  th e  M e d f ie ld  p e t i t i o n e r s ,  w h i l e  H oughton rem a in e d  i n  

Dedham and m a r r i e d  soon t h e r e a f t e r .

P r i o r  t o  th e  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  o f  M e d f ie ld  i n  1651 , T h u r s to n  had

u n d e r ta k e n  two l a r g e  c o n t r a c t s  i n  Dedham. On 8 J a n u a r y  1646, t h a t  town

A greed  w i t h  J o h  T h u r s to n  t o  make th e  
s e a t s  in  t h e  M e e t in g h o u se :  a l l  t h a t  s h a l l  
be  p l a c e d  i n  th e  new house  & on th e  E a s t
s i d e  o f  t h e  m id le  A l l e y  i n  t h e  o l d  house  ------
he  t o  f i n d e  a l l  t h e  worke a b o u t  them, 
c a r r i a g  e x c e p te d ,  and to  haue  t im b e r  f o r  
t h a t  v se  o f  t h e  Towne. & t o  r e c e a u e  o f  
t h e  Town f o r  t h e  s a i d  worke ( X J  13 
10 s : t o  be  paved  {V) 5 i n  C ead e r  b o a rd e  
a t  4 s  p e r  h u n d re d .  20s  in  I n d i a n  c o rn e
a t  3 s  p e r  b u s h e l l .  t h e  r e s t  i n  w heat a t
4 s  p e r  b u s h e l l .  a l l  t o  be d e l i u e r e d  i n  
T ow ne.^0

The te rm  " s e a t s "  found i n  t h e  c o n t r a c t  meant box  pews o f  j o i n e d  c o n ­

s t r u c t i o n ,  p e rh a p s  w i t h  rows o f  l a r g e  v e r t i c a l  p a n e l s  a r r a n g e d  be low

n arro w  h o r i z o n t a l  o n e s .  A b a l u s t r a d e  o f  s m a l l  t u r n e d  s p i n d l e s  may

21have r u n  a lo n g  t h e  t o p  o f  th e  s t a l l s .  I n  making t h e  s e a t s ,  T h u r s to n  

u se d  a  plow p l a n e  f i t t e d  w i t h  a  fe n c e  t o  c u t  deep  g ro o v e s  i n t o  which

t h e  d r e s s e d  e d g e s  o f  t h e  p a n e l s  f i t t e d  s n u g ly .

T h u r s t o n ' s  second  m ajor  jo b  in  Dedham came w i t h  t h e  c o n ­

s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  t o w n 's  f i r s t  sc h o o lh o u se  i n  1648, f o r  w h ich  he

22r e c e i v e d  a  p a r t i a l  payment o f  £ 1 1 :0 0 :0 3  on 2 December 1650.
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R e f e r e n c e s  in  t h e  w ord ing  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  c o n t r a c t  t o  th e  l a v i n g  o f  

f l o o r b o a r d s ,  making d o o r s ,  and f i t t i n g  t h e  i n t e r i o r  w i th  b o a rd in g  

t h a t  was " f e a t h e r e d g e d  and r a b i t t e d "  p ro v e  t h a t  T h u r s to n  was c e r t a i n l y  

c a p a b le  o f  t e a c h in g  Houghton how t o  f i t  t h e  f e a th e r e d g e d  b o t to m  b o a rd s  

o f  a  c h e s t  i n t o  g ro o v es  c u t  i n t o  t h e  r a i l s . ^

F i n a l l y ,  T h u r s to n  was p a id  £ 1 3 :0 5 :0 1  on 10 Ju n e  1657 f o r  

" s e a t i n g "  th e  M e d f ie ld  m e e t in g  h o u s e ,  p ro v in g  t h a t  he c o n t in u e d  i n  

t h e  j o i n e r ' s  t r a d e  a f t e r  l e a v i n g  Dedham. And on 15 December 165S, 

t h e  town "A greed  w i t h  b r o t h e r  t h u r s t o n  t o  make t h e  s e a t e  a b o u te  t h e  

t a b e l l  i n  t h e  m ee t in g  house  and  t o  s e a t  t h e  g a l i r y . " ^  The " s e a t e  

a b o u te  t h e  t a b e l l , "  o r  d e a c o n 's  s e a t ,  was th e  f i n a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  Med­

f i e l d  m ee t in g  house  f u r n i t u r e ,  and th e  o n ly  p a r t  o f  i t  n o t  s u p p l i e d  

by  H oughton . I n  s e a t i n g  th e  g a l l e r y ,  T h u r s to n  would have d i v id e d  t h e  

space  up by a g a in  i n s t a l l i n g  box  peifs i n te n d e d  f o r  members o f  t h e  c o n ­

g r e g a t i o n  and t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .

B ecause  T h u r s to n  seems to  have b e e n  th e  m ost a c c o m p lish e d  

j o i n e r  i n  Dedham and M e d f i e ld ,  he was p ro b a b ly  H o u g h to n 's  m a s t e r .  

W orking backw ards  from  H o u g h to n 's  w ork , i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  a t t r i b u t e  

one c h e s t  w i th  d ra w e r ,  f o u r  c h e s t s ,  and two boxes t o  T h u r s to n  on th e  

b a s i s  o f  t h e i r  d e s ig n ,  d im e n s io n s ,  d e c o r a t i o n ,  and workm anship . As 

w i t h  t h e  o b j e c t s  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  H oughton , i t  i s  im p o s s ib l e  t o  a r r a n g e  

th e  m a s t e r ' s  work i n t o  any e v o l u t i o n a r y  se q u en c e .  B ecause  l e v e l s  o f  

w orkm anship  a r e  so c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  economic c o n s i d e r a t i o n s ,  i t  must 

be assum ed t h a t  a l l  o f  t h e  T h u r s to n  o b j e c t s  co u ld  have been  made
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w i t  h i n  a  s h o r t  p e r io d  o f  t im e .  F iv e  o f  t h e  seven  o b j e c t s  a t t r i b u t a b l e  

t o  t h e  hand o r  shop o f  T h u r s to n  b e lo n g e d  a t  one t im e  o r  a n o th e r  t o  

m ajo r  c o l l e c t o r s  o f  Am erican f u r n i t u r e  d u r in g  th e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  and 

e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y ,  y e t  none p o s s e s s e d  a  p ro v en a n c e  u n t i l  th e  

r e d i s c o v e r y  o f  th e  M e d f ie ld  p a n e l s .

A c c o rd in g  t o  f a m i ly  t r a d i t i o n ,  t h e  c h e s t  w i t h  one d raw er

i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  f i g u r e  12 d escen d ed  to  i t s  p r e s e n t  owner from seventeenth-

25c e n tu r y  a n c e s t o r s  l i v i n g  i n  Salem . M a s s a c h u s e t t s .  B ecau se  T h u r s to n  

was i n  Salem be tw een  1637 and 1639. i t  i s  te m p t in g  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  th e  

c h e s t  w i t h  one draw er co u ld  have  b een  made t h a t  e a r l y .  However, m arks 

l e f t  by  th e  s t e a d y  up-and-dow n movement o f  th e  m i l l  saw on th e  p in e  

b o t to m  b o a rd  o f  t h e  d raw er s u g g e s t  o t h e r w i s e  (F ig .  1 2 a ) .  T h e re  was no 

saw m ill  o p e r a t i n g  i n  Salem t h a t  e a r l y ,  so  t h e  o b j e c t  t h e r e f o r e  must 

have been  made w h i le  T h u r s to n  was l i v i n g  i n  t h e  Dedham -M edfield  a r e a .

I t  p r o b a b ly  d oes  n o t  p r e - d a t e  1660, t h e  y e a r  t h a t  Dedham 's f i r s t  saw­

m i l l  was b u i l t .  Due t o  i t s  Dedham -M edfield  p ro v e n a n c e ,  t h e  c h e s t  w i th  

one d raw er  p r o b a b ly  p a s se d  i n t o  th e  p r e s e n t  o w n e r 's  f a m i ly  by a  m ar­

r i a g e  w i t h  a Dedham o r  M e d f ie ld  f a m i ly .

As one would e x p e c t ,  t h e  c h e s t  w i t h  one d raw er  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  

T h u r s to n  s h a r e s  many o f  th e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  d e t a i l s  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  work 

o f  h i s  p r o b a b le  a p p r e n t i c e .  The b o t to m  b o a rd s  o f  t h e  c h e s t  p o r t i o n  

o f  t h i s  o b j e c t  a r e  a l s o  " f e a th e r e d g e d "  and  f i t  i n t o  g ro o v e s  c u t  i n t o  

th e  s id e  and f r o n t  r a i l s .  I n  s i m i l a r  f a s h i o n ,  t h e  d raw er  b o t to m  i s  

t a p e r e d  a lo n g  i t s  f r o n t  edge and s l i d  i n t o  a  na rrow  g ro o v e  l e t  i n t o
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t h e  r e a r  o f  th e  d raw er  f r o n t .  Yet u n l i k e  th e  b o t tom  o f  t h e  c h e s t ,  t h e  

d raw er  bo ttom  i s  c o m p r ise d  o f  one l a r g e  p in e  b o a rd  and  one s m a l l e r  one 

p l a c e d  w i th  t h e i r  g r a i n  p a r a l l e l  to  th e  draw er f r o n t .  The b o t to m  

b o a r d s ,  w h i le  g rooved  i n t o  t h e  f r o n t ,  a r e  n a i l e d  t o  th e  s i d e s  and 

b a c k .  The s i m i l a r i t y  o f  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h e  b o t to m  b o a r d s  o f  t h e  

c h e s t  and t h o s e  o f  t h e  d raw er  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  th e  maker may h a v e  r e s o r t e d  

t o  a  s i n g l e  means o f  s o lv i n g  w hat a p p e a re d  to  him a s  two i n s t a n c e s  o f  

t h e  same c o n c e p t u a l  p ro b lem . I n  o t h e r  w o rd s ,  he f a c e d  t h e  p ro b le m  o f  

" b o tto m "  i n  a c o n s i s t e n t  way.

The d raw er  f r o n t  i s  d e c o r a t e d  w i t h  a v a r i a n t  o f  t h e  s - s c r o l l  

m o t i f  (F ig .  23d) w h ich  b e a r s  a  c l o s e  r e se m b la n c e  t o  t h a t  u s e d  on t h e  

u p p e r  p a n e ls  o f  t h e  B ly th b o ro u g h  p u l p i t ;  B ly th b o ro u g h  i s  o n ly  t e n  

m i l e s  from W rentham, t h e  town from w hich  T h u r s to n  e m i g r a t e d .  The 

d raw er f r o n t  i s  r a b b e t e d  t o  r e c e i v e  th e  s i d e s ,  w hich  a r e  f a s t e n e d  by 

two n a i l s  c o u n te r s u n k  above  and  below  th e  s l i d e  ( F i g .  1 2 b ) .  The r e a r  

o f  t h e  draw er i s  h e ld  be tw e en  t h e  s id e s  w i t h  a s t r a i g h t  b u t t e d  j o i n t  

and s e c u re d  by  a s i n g l e  n a i l  d r i v e n  f l u s h  i n t o  th e  s l i d e .  B ec a u se  a l l  

o f  t h e  c a r p e n t e r s  w o rk in g  in  Dedham and M e d f ie ld  w ere  from t h e  S u f f o l k  

s u b - c u l t u r e ,  t h i s  d raw er c a n  be r e l i e d  on a s  an  exam ple o f  t h a t  a r e a ' s  

r e g i o n a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  m ethod and may be h e l p f u l  i n  i d e n t i f y i n g  t h e  

work o f  o t h e r  S u f f o lk  c r a f t s m e n  i n  New E n g lan d .

An a d d i t i o n a l  d e t a i l  w o r th  n o t in g  i n  th e  j o i n e r y  o f  t h i s  

o b j e c t  i s  th e  u se  o f  m i t e r e d  t e n o n s  on t h e  f ra m in g  members o f  t h e  

f r o n t  (F ig .  1 2 c ) .  They g iv e  e a ch  p a n e l  a u n i fo r m ly  b e v e le d  s u r ro u n d
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t h a t  makes t h e  c a r v i n g  look  l i k e  a fram ed  p i c t u r e .  The f a c t  t h a t  i n  

a l l  known i n s t a n c e s  t h e  m i t e r e d  t e n o n  j o i n t  i s  u sed  o n ly  on th e  f r o n t  

o f  an  o b j e c t  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  i t  i s  an  o p t i o n a l  o rn a m e n ta l  d e t a i l  r a t h e r
9 c

th a n  an  E n g l i s h  r e g i o n a l  t r a i t . -  The e x t r a  work needed  t o  c u t  t h e  

m i t e r e d  te n o n  and  b e v e l  th e  m o r t i s e d  p o s t  meant t h a t  i t  c o s t  more and 

was an i n t e n t i o n a l  d i s p l a y  o f  c o n s p ic u o u s  workmanship m eant to  s a t i s f y  

e q u a l l y  c o n s p ic u o u s  co n su m ers .

The o v e r t  d i s p l a y  o f  e x t r a  workm anship  and p u r p o s e f u l  v a r i e t y  

i s  even  more a p p a r e n t  i n  o t h e r  d e c o r a t i v e  d e t a i l s  on t h e  c h e s t  w i t h  

one d ra w e r .  Complex m o ld in g s  e m b e l l i s h  a l l  o f  th e  f ra m in g  members on 

th e  f r o n t .  The f ra m in g  members a r e  c h a m fe r r e d  on a l l  s i d e s ,  a  d e v ic e  

t r a c e a b l e  t o  m e d ie v a l  c a r p e n t r y  s t i l l  e x t a n t  i n  E a s t  A n g l i a n  p a r i s h  

c h u r c h e s . 27 The e l a b o r a t e l y  c a r v e d  p a n e l s  ( F ig s .  23b , c ,  d) a t  f i r s t  

a p p e a r  t o  be i d e n t i c a l .  Upon c l o s e r  i n s p e c t i o n ,  t h e y  c a n  be  s e e n  t o  

v a r y  i n  many d e t a i l s  -  d e l i b e r a t e l y  s o ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  th e  d e s c r i p t i o n  

o f  th e  c e n t r a l  f l o w e r .  V a r i e t y ,  n o t  u n i f o r m i t y ,  was th e  d e s i r e d  

e f f e c t .  The c a rv e d  m o t i f  on th e  d raw e r  f r o n t  added a  f i n a l  v a r i a n t  t o  

t h e  scheme. When b r i g h t  w i t h  i t s  o r i g i n a l  v e r m i l l i o n  and  v e r d i g r i s  

c o l o r i n g ,  t h e  o b j e c t  was m eant t o  d a z z l e  t h e  eye w i t h  v a r i a t i o n s  i n

s u r f a c e  t e x t u r e ,  m o t i f ,  i n t e n s e  co m plem en tary  c o l o r s ,  and c o m p le x i ty

e C 28 o f  form .

The fo u r  c a rv e d  c h e s t s  w i t h o u t  d ra w e rs  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  T h u r s to n  

a r e  a  b i t  more d i f f i c u l t  t o  d a te  b e c a u s e  t h e y  c o n t a i n  no c l u e s  a s  

d e f i n i t i v e  a s  t h e  u s e  o f  m i l l e d  p i n e .  C lo s e ly  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  c h e s t
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w i t h  one d raw er a r e  t h e  c h e s t s  i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  f i g u r e s  13 and 14.

F ig u r e  13 was a d v e r t i s e d  f o r  s a l e  i n  May, 1969, b u t  i t s  p r e s e n t  ow ner-

OQ
s h ip  and l o c a t i o n  a r e  unknown."" A l th o u g h  th e  c h e s t  h a s  l o s t  s e v e r a l  

i n c h e s  o f  i t s  h e i g h t  and h as  s u b s e q u e n t ly  b e e n  p la c e d  on a  s t a n d ,  i t  

a p p e a r s  t o  r e t a i n  much o f  i t s  o r i g i n a l  p a i n t .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h i s  c h e s t  

i s  th e  o n ly  o t h e r  member o f  t h e  D edham -M edfie ld  g roup  t h a t  u s e s  t h e  

m i t e r e d  te n o n  i n  i t s  j o i n e r y .  As w i t h  t h e  c h e s t  w i t h  one d ra w e r ,  t h e  

t e c h n i q u e  h e r e  a p p e a r s  o n ly  on th e  f r o n t ,  where  i t s  o r i g i n a l  owner 

c o u ld  have  r e a d i l y  d i s p l a y e d  t h e  f i n e  c r a f t s m a n s h i p  he c o u ld  a f f o r d  to

h i s  n e ig h b o r s .  F i g u r e  14 was f o r m e r ly  owned b y  th e  l a t e  P h i l i p  L.

30S p a ld in g  and was s o ld  a t  a u c t i o n  i n  1974. I t  i s  now i n  a  p r i v a t e  

c o l l e c t i o n .  The s h a rp  c o n t r a s t  b e tw een  th e  r e c t a n g u l a r  f i e l d  and t h e  

r e l i e f  i n  t h e  c a r v e d  p a n e l s  o f  t h e s e  c h e s t s  a g a in  i l l u s t r a t e s  th e  

v a r i a t i o n s  o f  s u r f a c e  t e x t u r e  a p p la u d e d  by d e v o te e s  o f  M a n n e r i s t  t a s t e .  

L ike  t h o s e  o f  t h e  c h e s t  w i t h  one d ra w e r ,  t h e  p a n e l s  o f  t h e s e  two 

c h e s t s  a r e  a r r a n g e d  a x i a l l y  -  t h e  c e n t e r  o n e s  d i f f e r  s l i g h t l y  from  th e  

two s id e  o n e s  ( F i g s .  2 3 e ,  f ,  g ,  h ) .

Two a d d i t i o n a l  c h e s t s  may a l s o  be a t t r i b u t e d  to  t h e  Dedham 

m a s t e r .  The example i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  f i g u r e  15, now i n  th e  Wadsworth 

Atheneum, was f o r m e r l y  owned by W a lla c e  N u t t i n g  and  a p p e a re d  i n  b o th  

F u r n i t u r e  of t h e  P i l g r i m  C e n tu ry  (No. 29) and  The F u r n i t u r e  T r e a s u r y  

(No. 1 9 ) .  I n  t h e  l a t t e r  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  N u t t i n g  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  t h r e e  

p a n e l s  w ere o f  i d e n t i c a l  d e s ig n ,  b u t  c l o s e  i n s p e c t i o n  shows t h a t  t h e  

c e n t e r  one a c t u a l l y  d i f f e r s  from  th e  s i d e  o nes  ( F ig s .  2 3 i ,  j ) . The
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t o p  and th e  b o t to m  b o a rd s  o f  t l ; s c h e s t  a r e  r e p l a c e d ,  b u t  e v id e n c e

i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  i t  t o o  u sed  th e  f e a t h e r e d g e d  and g ro o v ed  t e c h n i q u e  f o r

t h e  b o t to m , and p i n t e l  h in g e s  f o r  t h e  l i d .  The c h e s t  now i n  th e

W in te r th u r  c o l l e c t i o n  ( F ig .  16) was a c q u i r e d  by Henry F r a n c i s  du Pon t

31i n  192S from t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  H e r b e r t  Lawton o f  B o s to n .  A l th o u g h  

i t  h a s  no known p r o v e n a n c e ,  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  l e t t e r s  " I  S" c a rv e d  

i n t o  th e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  to p  f r o n t  r a i l  and  t h e  b a c k s i d e  o f  t h e  r e a r  l e f t  

p a n e l  s u g g e s t  t h a t  i t  o r i g i n a l l y  may have b e lo n g e d  t o  J o h n  Sm ith  

(S c y th e )  o f  Dedham, t h e  o n ly  member o f  th e  D edham -M edfie ld  community 

i n  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  w i t h  t h o s e  i n i t i a l s .  The W in t e r t h u r  c h e s t  

i s  t h e  o n ly  member o f  th e  T h u r s to n  g ro u p  whose p a n e l s  a r e  a l l  e x a c t l y  

t h e  same ( F ig .  2 3 k ) ,  s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  i t  o r i g i n a l l y  may have b e e n  a  

l e s s  e x p e n s iv e  p r o d u c t  o f  T h u r s t o n ' s  shop .

The c h e s t s  b e lo n g in g  t o  t h e  W adsworth Atheneum and W in te r th u r  

s h a re  a  d e t a i l  n o t  fo u n d  on o th e r  members o f  t h e  g ro u p .  I n s t e a d  o f  

u s in g  a  m old ing  p la n e  t o  t r e a t  th e  f ra m in g  m em bers, th e  maker h e r e  

u s e d  a  v - s h a p e d  c a r v e r ' s  gouge and  q u i c k l y  r a n  s t r a i g h t  l i n e s  i n t o  

t h e  s to c k .  The W adsworth Atheneum c h e s t  i s  t h e  o n ly  member o f  t h e  

g roup  whose s id e  f ra m in g  members a r e  a l s o  t r e a t e d .  T h e re  a r e  t h r e e  

p o s s i b l e  e x p l a n a t i o n s  f o r  th e  u se  o f  t h e  gouge :  i t  was th e  l e a s t

e x p e n s iv e  means o f  s a t i s f y i n g  a  f r u g a l  c u s to m e r ;  th e  c r a f t s m a n  d i d  n o t  

own a  m old ing  p l a n e  a t  t h e  t im e  he made t h e  c h e s t ;  o r  t h e  c r a f t s m a n  

d id  n o t  know how t o  u se  a  m old ing  p l a n e .  The l a s t  s u g g e s t i o n  i s  

e a s i l y  r e f u t e d  by t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  b o t to m  b o a r d s  b u t t e d  w i t h  v -g ro o v e  

j o i n t s  and f e a t h e r e d  i n t o  g ro o v e s  on th e  W in t e r t h u r  exam ple ,
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t e c h n i q u e s  t h a t  demanded prow ess  w i t h  t h e  plow p l a n e  and f e n c e .

W hatever t h e  a c t u a l  r e a s o n ,  however,, i t  would be s i m p l i s t i c  to  m a i n t a i n  

t h a t  such  a  d e t a i l  i s  e a r l i e r  b e c a u s e  i t  a p p e a r s  t o  be more t e c h n i c a l l y  

c r u d e .

S i m i l a r  t o  d raw e rs  i n  t h e i r  d e s i g n ,  t h e  two s u r v i v i n g  b o x e s  

a t t r i b u t e d  t o  T h u r s to n  were made by  n a i l i n g  t h e  s id e  b o a rd s  i n t o  

r a b b e t s  l e e  o n to  th e  f r o n t  and r e a r  b o a r d s .  H ere ,  how ever, t h e  b o t to m  

was n a i l e d  to  a l l  f o u r  members and  n o t  f i t  i n t o  th e  back  s id e  o f  t h e  

f r o n t  b o a r d .  The top  was t h e n  a t t a c h e d  w i th  p i n t e l  h in g e s .  Due t o  

th e  t h i n n e s s  o f  t h e  r e a r  b o a r d ,  a n  in d e p e n d e n t  dowel c o u ld  n o t  be  u s e d .  

I n s t e a d ,  e a c h  end o f  t h e  b o a rd  was c u t  so t h a t  a  sm a l l  p i e c e  r u n n in g  

w i t h  t h e  g r a i n  e x te n d e d  to  a c t  a s  a  p i n .  The c l e a t s  were t h e n  s l i p p e d  

ove r  t h e s e  p r o t r u d i n g  p i e c e s ,  and t h e  h in g e  c o m p le te d .  T h i s  d e t a i l  

d i f f e r s  from th e  c h e s t s ,  w here  th e  v e r t i c a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  heavy  

c o r n e r  p o s t s  p e r m i t t e d  t h e  u s e  o f  a  s e p a r a t e  p in .  The box now i n  t h e  

B o l l e s  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  M e t r o p o l i t a n  Museum o f  A r t  (F ig .  17) r e t a i n s  

i t s  o r i g i n a l  c l e a t s ,  l i d ,  and r e a r  b o a rd  w i t h  th e  s m a l l  p in s  i n t a c t .

A r e l a t e d  example now i n  t h e  A r t  I n s t i t u t e  o f  Chicago 

( F ig .  18) was fo rm e r ly  i n  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  B. A. B ehrend and was 

i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  1941 when h i s  'W e l le s le y  H i l l s ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  

r e s i d e n c e . ^  I t  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  b e lo n g e d  t o  Adam Howe o f  S udbury , t h e  

p r o p r i e t o r  o f  t h e  W ayside I n n  i n  t h e  l a t e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n tu r y .  R e s e a r c h  

i n t o  t h e  Howe g e n e a lo g y  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  i f  t h e  box  d escen d ed  t o  Adam from 

h i s  f o r e b e a r s ,  i t  may once  have  b e e n  t h e  p r o p e r t y  o f  Abraham Howe o f
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W atertown and M arlbo rough  (m. 165S-d . 16 9 5 ) ,  whose name a l s o  s u i t s

33th e  i n i t i a l s  "AK" c a rv e d  on th e  box . Yet b e c a u s e  W atertow n and 

M arlbo rough  had t h e i r  own j o i n e r s ,  t h i s  box , and  t h e  i n i t i a l e d  :'MH" 

box shown i n  f i g u r e  17, were p r o b a b ly  owned i n  t h e  Holmes, Haw7e s ,  or 

H in s d a le  f a m i l i e s  o f  Dedham and M e d f ie ld .  The "AH" exam ple  may have 

been  made f o r  Abraham H a rd in g  o f  M e d f ie ld .  A l th o u g h  t h i s  exam ple h a s  

had i t s  t o ?  and c l e a t s  renew ed , i t  s t i l l  r e t a i n s  i t s  o r i g i n a l  com ple­

m en ta ry  c o l o r  scheme.

The c a r v i n g  on th e  two b o x e s  ( F ig s .  1, m) c l o s e l y  p a r a l l e l s  

t h a t  o f  b o th  th e  W in te r th u r  c h e s t  and t h e  r e c t a n g u l a r  m e e t in g  house  

p a n e l  by H oughton , p e rh a p s  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  a l l  o f  th e  o b j e c t s  w ere 

made w i t h i n  a  s h o r t  t im e  o f  one a n o t h e r ,  o r  e l s e  t h a t  t h e y  a l l  f e l l  

i n t o  th e  same r e l a t i v e  p r i c e  b r a c k e t  o f  t h e  j o i n e r ’ s w a r e s .  A g a in ,  

i t  m ust be  s t r e s s e d  t h a t  t o  a s s i g n  any c h r o n o l o g i c a l  sequence  t o  such  

a  sm a l l  body o f  undocum en tab le  o b j e c t s  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  d e t a i l s  w hich  

m igh t be e c o n o m ic a l ly  d e te rm in e d  would be s o l e l y  an  e x e r c i s e  i n  

s u b j e c t i v e  ju d g m en t.

The work o f  th e  Dedham m a s te r  -  p r o b a b ly  Jo h n  T h u r s to n  -  and 

h i s  a p p r e n t i c e ,  Jo h n  H oughton , a r e  s i m i l a r  i n  t h e i r  o v e r a l l  d im e n s io n s ,  

th e  a r ra n g e m e n t  o f  p a n e l s ,  and th e  ty p e  o f  d e c o r a t i o n  u s e d .  Yet 

H o u g h to n 's  c a r v i n g  i s  d i s t i n c t  i n  t h e  way t h e  s - s c r o l l s  a r e  s e t  i n t o  

th e  f i e l d .  W hereas t h e  m a s te r  i n v a r i a b l y  d e l i n e a t e d  t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  o f
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t h e  r e c t a n g u l a r  f i e l d  a l l  a ro u n d  e a c h  s - s c r o l l  m o t i f ,  h i s  a p p r e n t i c e

was s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  h a v in g  t h e  f i e l d  f o l l o w  th e  c u r v e s  o f  t h e  s c r o l l s .

Only on th e  u n u s u a l  c e n t r a l  p a n e l  o f  th e  F a i r b a n k s  c h e s t  d i d  H oughton  

d e f i n e  th e  r e c t a n g u l a r  f i e l d .  By d e f i n i t i o n ,  t h e  m a s t e r - a p p r e n t i c e  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  in v o lv e d  t h e  t r a n s m i s s i o n  o f  i d e a s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  c o n ­

c e p t u a l i z a t i o n  and p r o p r i e t y  o f  fo rm , c o n s t r u c t i o n  t e c h n o l o g y ,  and

34t h e  d e c o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  f i n i s h e d  p r o d u c t .  I n  p r a c t i c a l  t e r m s ,  t h e  

e x p e r i e n c e d  j o i n e r  t a u g h t  t h e  w o u ld -b e  c r a f t s m a n  how t o  c o r r e c t l y  

c h o o se  woods, u s e  woodw orking t o o l s  p r o p e r l y ,  l a y  o u t  t h e  p a r t s  o f  a  

g iv e n  form  t o  t h e  c o r r e c t  d im e n s io n s ,  an d  p a i n t  t h e  o b j e c t

a f t e r  i t  was a s se m b le d  i n  t h e  sh o p .

On t h e  most b a s i c  l e v e l ,  a  new a p p r e n t i c e  p r o b a b l y  beg an  by

making c h e s t s  d e v o id  o f  any  e m b e l l i s h m e n t s ,  c o n c e n t r a t i n g  h i s  e f f o r t s

on p e r f e c t i n g  j o i n e r y  s k i l l s .  He f i r s t  l e a r n e d  t h e  l a n g u a g e  o f  form

an d  o n ly  s e c o n d a r i l y  r e f i n e d  h i s  d e c o r a t i v e  r h e t o r i c  w i t h  t h e  m o ld ing

p la n e  and c a r v e r ' s  g o u g e .  As H enry  G l a s s i e  e x p la i n e d  i n  " S t r u c t u r e

and  F u n c t io n ,  F o l k l o r e  and  th e  A r t i f a c t , "  o b j e c t s  c a n  be d i s j u n c t e d

i n t o  p r im a ry  and  s e c o n d a r y  com ponents  a n a lo g o u s  to  t h e i r  s t r u c t u r e  and 

35d e c o r a t i o n ;  t h e  s e c o n d a r y  a s p e c t s  can  be th o u g h t  away w i t h o u t  a l t e r ­

i n g  t h e  e x i s t i n g  s t r u c t u r e .  B ecause  s t r u c t u r e  i s  t h e  b a s i c  u n i t  o f  

a r t i f a c t u a l  l a n g u a g e ,  i t  i s  t h e  s u b s ta n c e  o f  th e  f i r s t  l e s s o n s  t a u g h t  

t o  th e  a p p r e n t i c e  by t h e  m a s t e r .  While d e c o r a t i o n  may v a r y  l e s s  

p r e d i c t a b l y  from  hand t o  hand , s t r u c t u r e  re m a in s  a  r e l i a b l e  in d e x  o f  

i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s  i n  t h e  j o i n e r ' s  t r a d e .  T h e r e f o r e ,  any  c o n s i d e r a ­

t i o n s  o f  th e  s t r u c t u r e s  e x p l i c i t  and i m p l i c i t  i n  t h e  a r t i f a c t u a l
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la n g u a g e  o f  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  s h o u ld  move from  t h e  most 

a b s t r a c t  l e v e l s  o f  geom etry  t o  th e  m ost p a r t i c u l a r i z e d  a s p e c t s  o f  

d e c o r a t i o n .

G l a s s i e  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  c o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n  and c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  

h o u s in g  a s  a  s e r i e s  o f  moves w ork ing  from  th e  " s e l e c t i o n  o f  th e  

g e o m e t r i c  e n t i t y , "  t h ro u g h  t h e  " e x t e n s i o n  o f  th e  g e o m e t r i c  e n t i t y , , "

o £
t o  th e  m ass ing  and p i e r c i n g  o f  th e  t h r e e - d i m e n s i o n a l i z e d  p r o d u c t .

T h i s  p r o c e s s  can  be e x te n d e d  t o  t h e  a n a l y s i s  o f  a lm o s t  an y  handmade 

o b j e c t ,  ar.d b e c a u s e  j o i n e r y  and c a r p e n t r y  a r e  so i n t i m a t e l y  r e l a t e d ,  

i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  a p p ly  t h e s e  s t e p s  t o  th e  d e s ig n  o f  f u r n i t u r e .  The 

maker o f  th e  Dedham -M edfield  c h e s t  i l l u s t r a t e d  in  f i g u r e  15 had f o u r  

b a s i c  d e c i s i o n s  t o  make p r i o r  t o  i t s  m a n u f a c tu r e :  w hat t h e  d im e n s io n s

o f  th e  " p l a n "  would b e ;  how h i g h  th e  c o r n e r  p o s t s  would b e ;  w here  th e  

v e r t i c a l  m u n t in s  would be p la c e d  to  s u b d iv i d e  th e  f r o n t  and r e a r  

" w a l l s " ;  and how th e  d e c o r a t i o n  would be l a i d  o u t  on t h e  p a n e l s .

The j o i n e r  began  by e s t a b l i s h i n g  th e  p l a n  o f  th e  c h e s t .  H is  

m e a s u r in g  t o o l  was th e  t w e l v e - i n c h  c a r p e n t e r ' s  r u l e ,  w h ic h ,  when 

d i v id e d  i n t o  i t s  s i m p l e s t  f r a c t i o n s  o f  1 / 2 ,  1 / 4 ,  and  m u l t i p l e s  o f  one 

i n c h ,  p ro v id e d  w ork ing  u n i t s  2 " ,  3 " ,  and 4" i n  l e n g t h .  The maker 

f i r s t  l a i d  o u t  h i s  b a s i c  g e o m e t r ic  s h a p e ,  a  s q u a re  IS" on a  s id e  

( F ig .  19a) by  a d d in g  6" t o  th e  l e n g t h  o f  h i s  r u l e .  He t h e n  t r a n s ­

form ed t h i s  sq u a re  and e x te n d e d  i t  i n t o  t h e  f i n i s h e d  p l a n  by d o u b l in g  

i t s  l e n g t h  o f  18" t o  36" and th e n  a r b i t r a r i l y  a d d in g  t o  i t  t h e  sum o f  

3" p lu s  4"  ( F ig .  1 9 b ) .  T h i s  g i v e s  a  p l a n  r e c t a n g u l a r  i n  shape  w i t h
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t h e  o v e r a l l  d im e n s io n s  o f  IS" by 43" ( F ig .  1 9 c ) .  The n e x t  s t e p  was to  

e x te n d  t h i s  p la n  i n t o  a  t h r e e - d i m e n s i o n a l  m ass . P u l l i n g  i t  up th ro u g h  

s p a c e ,  he d e c id e d  on a  h e i g h t  o f  27" (now worn down t o  26 5 /8 " )  f o r  

t h e  c o r n e r  p o s t s ,  t h u s  g i v i n g  th e  mass a h e i g h t - t o - d e p t h  r a t i o  o f  

e x a c t l y  3 t o  2 ( F ig .  1 9 d ) . H is  n e x t  d e c i s i o n  was how t o  a r r a n g e  

m u n t in s  and p a n e l s ,  a n a lo g o u s  t o  t h e  b e n t s  and b a y s  o f  a  h e a v y - t im b e r  

fram ed  h o u se .  F o r t u n a t e l y ,  a l l  o f  t h e  c h e s t s  o f  t h e  H o u g h to n -T h u rs to n  

g ro u p  r e t a i n  t h e  s c r i b e d  l i n e s  w h ich  o r i g i n a l l y  s e rv e d  t o  a l i g n  c o n ­

c e p t u a l l y  th e  f r a m in g  members and  p r a c t i c a l l y  d e te r m in e  th e  l o c a t i o n s  

o f  a i l  n eeded  m o r t i s e s .  T h ese  c a r e f u l l y  s c r i b e d  l i n e s  on th e  r a i l s  

and p o s t s  show t h a t  t h e  maker c o n t in u e d  u s in g  a r a t i o n a l  sy s tem  o f  

d e s ig n ,  p o s i t i o n i n g  th e  members a t  even  i n t e r v a l s  t o  c a l l  c a d e n c e s  o f  

4 " / 9 " / 4 " / 9 " / 4 " / 9 " / 4 "  a lo n g  th e  f r o n t ,  4 ,7 l 2 " / 4 ' 7 7 "  (3 p l u s  4) down th e  

c o r n e r  p o s t ,  and 2 " /1 4 "  (7 p lu s  7 ) / 2 "  a lo n g  th e  s i d e  ( F ig .  1 9 e ) .

F i n a l l y ,  t h e  c r a f t s m a n  had t o  l a y  o u t  th e  d e c o r a t i o n  on th e  

p a n e l .  The " p i e r c e d "  o p en in g  in  th e  c h e s t  was 9" by 1 2 " ,  g i v i n g  a 

w i d t h - t o - h e i g h t  r a t i o  o f  3 t o  4 . A f t e r  s e l e c t i n g  a  p i e c e  o f  oak 

l a r g e r  t h a n  t h i s  v o i d ,  he n a i l e d  i t  t o  h i s  b e n c h  t o  be c a rv e d  ( s e e  

n a i l  h o l e s  s t i l l  v i s i b l e  a t  ed g es  o f  f i g u r e  2 3 b ) .  The p a n e l  was n o t  

f e a t h e r e d  t o  f i t  i n t o  th e  g ro o v e s  o f  t h e  f ra m in g  members o f  t h e  c h e s t  

u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e  c a r v i n g  was c o m p le te d ,  so t h a t  t h e  ed g es  o f  t h e  p a n e l  

c o u ld  be n a i l e d  s q u a r e l y  down t o  t h e  b e n c h .  By e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  m arg in  

o f  1 /2 "  a t  t h e  t o p  and b o t to m , and 3 /4 "  a t  e i t h e r  s i d e ,  he s c r i b e d  th e  

r e c t a n g l e  shown a s  ABB'A1 i n  f i g u r e  1 9 f .  The r e c t a n g l e  p r o v id e d  an 

a r e a  8" by 10 1 /2 "  f o r  t h e  c a rv e d  s u r f a c e .  He t h e n  d i v id e d  i t  i n  h a l f
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by s c r i b i n g  th e  v e r t i c a l  l i n e  CC' , l e a v in g  two s e c t i o n s  4" i n  w id th .

He a g a in  d i v id e d  t h e s e  by s c r i b i n g  segm ents  DP' and EE1 . l e a v i n g  fo u r  

s t r i p s  e a ch  2" by  10 1 / 2 " .  N ex t he marked o u t  segm ents ab_ and a ' b 1, 

w hich  l e f t  f o u r  2" s q u a re s  a t  t h e  to p  and b o t to m  o f  th e  p a n e l .

At t h i s  p o i n t  he to o k  a  p a i r  o f  com passes  in  hand to  b e g in

l a y i n g  o u t  th e  c u rv e s  o f  t h e  s - s c r o l l s .  A l l  o f  t h e  Dedham -M edfield

p a n e l s  were l a i d  o u t  w i t h  t h e  com pass and c o m p le ted  f r e e - h a n d .  W ith

one f o o t  o f  th e  compass a t  p o i n t  cl, t h e  maker swung th e  a r c  aDc, and

r e p e a t e d  th e  p ro c e d u re  a t  p o i n t  dj_ t o  make a r c  a ' D ' c 1. T ak in g  a

r a d i u s  c f  i -' from th e  l e n g t h  o f  segm ent ac_ o r  a ' c '  . he d e s c r i b e d  a r c s

ce  and  a ' e ' , o n ly  to  f i n d  h i m s e l f  c o n f r o n t e d  by an u n c o n n e c te d  a r e a  i n

t h e  m id d le .  To e l i m i n a t e  t h i s ,  he f i x e d  p o i n t s  c^_ and a]j_ by e x te n d in g

segm en ts  Aa and C ' c 1 by h a l f  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  l e n g t h .  A ga in  s e t t i n g  th e

compass a t  a r a d i u s  o f  4 " ,  he p la c e d  th e  f o o t  a t  p o i n t s  cV_ and ay_ t o

make a r c s  e f "  and  e ' f 1 r e s p e c t i v e l y .  Y et th e  a r c s  s t i l l  d id  n o t

i n t e r s e c t  a t  p o i n t  f_ e x a c t l y .  H is  o n ly  s o l u t i o n  was t o  c o m p le te  t h e

37d e s ig n  by hand,, w h ich  he d i d  i n  e v e ry  c a s e .  I f  so ,  t h e n  why d id  he 

b o t h e r  w i t h  th e  compass a t  a l l ?

The t o o l  must have r e p r e s e n t e d  a  means o f  g u a r a n t e e i n g  an 

e s s e n t i a l  r e g u l a r i z a t i o n  i n  w orkm ansh ip , d e s p i t e  i t s  l i m i t a t i o n s .  H is  

c l i n g i n g  t o  t h e  m e c h a n ic a l  p r e d i c t a b i l i t y  o f  th e  compass shows t h a t  

T h u r s to n  r e c o g n iz e d  th e  e le m e n t  o f  r i s k  i m p l i c i t  i n  t h e  u n g u id e d  hand  

and  t r i e d  to  m in im ize  i t .  The t o o l  was n o t  a  c r u t c h ;  more p r e c i s e l y ,  

i t  was a  j i g  w i th  w h ich  th e  j o i n e r  c o u ld  i n s u r e  h i s  c l i e n t e l e  a  h ig h
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q u a l i t y  p r o d u c t  w hich  m a in ta in e d  a  h i g h l y  r e g u l a t e d  c o m p o s i t io n  o v e r  a

long  p e r io d  o f  t im e .  In  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  e a s e  o f  w orking  w i t h  t h e  com pass

m eant t h a t  t h e  c r a f t s m a n  c o u ld  make more o b j e c t s  f o r  s a l e  i n  l e s s  t im e .

3 3
I n  s im p le  t e r m s ,  r i s k y  workm anship was r i s k y  b u s i n e s s .  The j o i n e r  

was d e p e n d e n t  on h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  d e m o n s t r a te  s k i l l  f o r  h i s  l i v e l i h o o d .

He was aware o f  a e s t h e t i c  c r i t e r i a ,  a n d ,  c n c e  a r r i v i n g  a t  a  sy s tem  o f  

v i s u a l  com m un ica t ion  w hich  " sp o k e "  t o  h i s  townsmen, he  r e p e a t e d  i t  

u n t i l  he d id  i t  by  r o t e .

L ike  t h e  w a l l s  o f  a  h o u s e ,  t h o s e  o f  t h e  c h e s t  w ere a s se m b le d  

on th e  g round  p r i o r  t o  b e in g  c o n n e c te d  w i t h  one a n o th e r  i n  t h e  t h r e e -  

d im e n s io n a l  form . The D edham -M edfie ld  c h e s t s  a r e  r e m a rk a b le  i n  t h a t  

t h e  b a c k s  and f r o n t s  of e a c h  c h e s t  a r e  i n  t h e o r y  c o n c e p t u a l l y  i d e n t i c a l ,  

a s  a r e  t h e  e n d s .  The j o i n e r ' s  m arks w h ich  s u r v iv e  on th e  one Houghton 

c h e s t  ( F i g s .  9 a ,  9b) i n d i c a t e ,  how7e v e r ,  t h a t  f o r  p r a c t i c a l  p u rp o s e s  

th e  s e p a r a t e  p i e c e s  were d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  from  th e  v e ry  b e g in n in g  o f  c o n ­

s t r u c t i o n .  The use  o f  p re -m o ld e d  r a i l s ,  m u n t in s ,  and p o s t s  on t h e  

f r o n t  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  i t  from  th e  b a c k ,  whose s to c k  was n o t  m olded .

The j o i n e r ' s  m arks  shown i n  f i g u r e  9b w ere  u se d  on t h e  f r o n t  and b a c k  

a l i k e  s o l e l y  t o  make th e  i n d i v i d u a l  p a r t s  o f  e a c h  s e c t i o n  d i s t i n c t  

from  one a n o th e r  so t h a t  th e  h a n d - f i t t e d  j o i n t s  o f  th e  two m u n t in s  on  

th e  r e a r  c o u ld  n e t  be c o n fu s e d  by t h e i r  a p p a r e n t  i n t e r c h a n g e a b i l i t y .

On b o t h  t h e  f r o n t  and b a c k ,  mere h a b i t  d i c t a t e d  t h a t  he p r o c e e d  from 

l e f t  t o  r i g h t  a s  he numbered th e  j o i n t s .  S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  e n d s  o f  t h e  

c h e s t  a r e  c o n c e p t u a l l y  th e  same, b u t  a r e  m arked w i t h  e i t h e r  s i n g l e  o r  

d oub le  c h i s e l  m ark s ,  a s  i n  f i g u r e  9 a ,  t o  k e e p  them d i f f e r e n t i a t e d
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d u r in g  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  I t  i s  im p o s s ib l e  t o  t e l l  e x a c t l y  in  w hat o r d e r  

t h e  c r a f t s m a n  pu t  up th e  " w a l l s "  o f  t h e  c h e s t ;  he may have  made t h e  

co m ple ted  s i d e s  ( w i th  c o r n e r  p o s t s )  f i r s t ,  and t h e n  a t t a c h e d  t h e  f r o n t  

a s sem b ly  to  them , o r  c o n v e r s e l y ,  he may have f i r s t  c o m p le te d  t h e  f r o n t  

and  b ack  ( w i th  c o r n e r  p o s t s ) ,  and  t h e n  c o m p le te d  t h e  c h e s t  by  s im p ly  

i n s e r t i n g  th e  s id e  members. As i n  house  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  t h e  o r d e r  o f  

a s se m b ly  may have b e e n  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  -  th o u g h  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  

l o g i c a l l y  -  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  c o n c e p t u a l  l a y o u t  and c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  e a ch  

u n i t  p a r t  o f  th e  w hole .

Such was th e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  a r t i f a c t u a l  l a n g u a g e  t h a t  

T h u r s to n  p r o b a b ly  t a u g h t  H ough ton . The j o i n e r ' s  m arks  on t h e  one 

Houghton c h e s t  n e v e r  a p p e a r  on any o f  th e  m a s t e r ' s  c h e s t s ,  s u g g e s t in g  

t h a t  th e  s y n t a c t i c  o r d e r ,  w h i l e  new t o  H ough ton , was f u l l y  u n d e r s to o d  

by th e  m a s te r .  The c o n s t a n t  r e p e t i t i o n  o f  an  i d e a  moves i t  from  th e  

e x t e r n a l  a c t i v i t y  o f  t h e  hand t o  th e  i n t e r n a l i z e d  p a t t e r n s  o f  th e  

m ind. I n  s i m i l a r  m anner ,  Houghton o b s e rv e d  th e  c a r v i n g  s t y l e  o f  h i s  

m a s t e r .  I n  a  seq u en ce  o f  p a n e l s  a r r a n g e d  a c c o r d in g  t o  t h e  c o m p le x i ty  

o f  d e s i g n  a t t a i n e d  ( F i g s .  2 3 ,  2 4 ) ,  t h e  a p p r e n t i c e ' s  p a n e l s  show e q u a l  

w orkm ansh ip , b u t  l e s s  c o n c e r n  w i t h  p u r p o s e f u l  i n t r i c a c y .  H o u g h to n 's  

c a r v i n g s  a r e  s e t  f u r t h e r  w i t h i n  th e  f i e l d ,  n o t  s e e k i n g  t o  d o m in a te  

t h e  s u r f a c e  by c row ding  i t  w i t h  l i n e .  Those  by th e  m a s t e r  t e n d  more 

to w a rd s  t h e  h o r r o r  v a c u i  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  th e  l a t e  M e d ie v a l /M a n n e r i s t  

s t y l e .
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The d im e n s io n s  and  l a y o u t  o f  th e  c h e s t s  a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  

Houghton  a r e  e x a c t l y  t h e  same a s  th o s e  a t t r i b u t e d  to  T h u r s to n ,  y e t  

w h i l e  t h e  b a s e  s t r u c t u r e  was com m unicated  w i t h  no v a r i a t i o n ,  th e  

v a g a r i e s  o f  p e r s o n a l i z e d  d e c o r a t i o n  w ere e n f o r c e d  l e s s  s t r i c t l y .  T h a t  

i s ,  d r i f t  was n o t  t o l e r a t e d  i n  t h e  p r im a ry  com ponent, b u t  a l lo w e d  i n  

t h e  s e c o n d a ry .  S e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  f u r n i t u r e  was s t r i c t l y  o r d e r e d .

I n  l a y i n g  o u t  and c o n s t r u c t i n g  h i s  wares,, t h e  j o i n e r  f o l lo w e d  an  

o r d e r l y  sy s tem  t h a t  he u se d  o v e r  and o v e r ;  a l l  o f  t h e  c h e s t s  s h a r e  t h e  

same b a s i c  q u a l i t i e s ,  th o u g h  econom ic  l i m i t a t i o n s  and  th e  whims o f  t h e  

c u s to m e r  c a u se d  m inor v a r i a t i o n s .

I n  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  i n t r i n s i c  q u a l i t y  o f  a  com­

p l e t e d  o b j e c t  was ju d g e d  a c c o r d in g  t o  s t a n d a r d s  o f  a c c e p t a b i l i t y  

d e f i n e d  and  r e i n f o r c e d  by members o f  th e  c r a f t s m a n ' s  community. The 

m easu re  o f  a  m a s te r  c r a f t s m a n  was h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  make what was i n  t h e  

p e r i o d  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  a  "w o rk m an lik e"  p r o d u c t ,  w h e th e r  i t  was a  h o u se ,  

a  c h e s t ,  o r  a  p u l p i t .  The word "w o rk m an lik e"  a p p e a r s  in  many docum ents  

o f  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  and meant h a v in g  an a c c e p t a b l e  d e g re e  o f  

c o n t r o l  ove r  m a t e r i a l  t h r o u g h  an a c c e p t a b l e  d e g re e  o f  c o n t r o l  o v e r  

p r o c e s s .  I n  a  c o n t r a c t  f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  th e  f i r s t  K i n g ' s  C hape l  

i n  B o s to n ,  d a te d  21 J u l y  1688, t h e  b u i l d i n g  com m ittee  a g re e d  w i t h  

c a r p e n t e r s  Jo h n  K o le b ro o k ,  S te p h e n  F r e n c h ,  and J a c o b  Nash t h a t  t h e y  

w ere  t o  b u i l d  t h e  c h u rc h  " o f  good sound t im b e r  w e l l  & w orkm an like  

w r o u g h t . "39 T h i r t y  y e a r s  e a r l i e r ,  t h e  town o f  M alden r e t a i n e d  Jo b  

Lane t o  b u i l d  t h e i r  f i r s t  m e e t in g  h o u s e .  The c o n t r a c t  u s e s  lan g u a g e
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even more s p e c i f i c  c o n c e rn in g  th e  r e q u i s i t e  c o n t r o l  o f  m a t e r i a l

th r o u g h  r e g u l a r i z e d  workm anship:

The s a i d  Job Lane d o th  h e re b y  c o v e n a n t ,  
p ro m is s  and a g re e  t o  b u i l d ,  e r e c t ,  and 
f i n i s h  upp a good s t r o n g ,  A r t i f i c i a l  
m e e t in g  House, o f  T h i r t y - t h r e e  f o o t  
S q u a re ,  s i x t e e n  f o o t  s tu d  be tw een  j o i n t s , ,  
w i t h  d o r e s ,  windows, p u l p i t t ,  s e a t s ,  and 
a l l  o t h e r  t h i n g s  w h a ts o e v e r  i n  a l l  
r e s p e c t s  b e lo n g in g  t h e r e to .^ ®

And when t h e  town o f  B o s to n  a g re e d  w i t h  c a r p e n t e r s  Thomas Jo y  and 

Bartholom ew  B ernad  t o  b u i l d  t h e  f i r s t  town house  i n  1657, th e y  a sk ed  

th e  c r a f t s m e n  t o  f i n d  " t h i n g s  n e c i s a r i e  & meet f o r  t h e  s a i d  B u i ld in g  

v i z :  T im ber i n  e v e r i e  r e s p e c t  & o f  e v e r i e  s o r t ,  s u b s t a n t i a l  & meet

a c c o r d in g  to  P r o p o r t i o n  & A r t . " ^  The u s e  o f  su c h  w ords a s  "workman­

l i k e , "  " A r t i f i c i a l , "  " P r o p o r t i o n , "  and " A r t "  p ro v e s  t h a t  c o n t r o l  ov e r  

p r o c e s s  and fo rm a l  c o m p o s i t io n  were i n t i m a t e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  how s u c c e s s ­

f u l  a c r a f t s m a n  c o u ld  become. L ike  v e r b a l  l a n g u a g e ,  a r t i f a c t s  a r e  

o r d e r e d  by  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  s t r u c t u r e  and  s t y l e  i n  w h ich  th e  maker i s  

f l u e n t .

The f i n a l  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  Dedham -M edfie ld  a r t i f a c t u a l  language  

must t h e r e f o r e  t a k e  th e  com ponents  o f  s t r u c t u r e  and  s t y l e  - m a t e r i a l ,  

t e c h n i q u e ,  c o m p o s i t i o n a l  l o g i c ,  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  and d e c o r a t i o n  -  i n t o  

a c c o u n t  i n  a p p ro a c h in g  a  more s o p h i s t i c a t e d  c o n c e p t  o f  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  

o f  c r a f t s m a n s h i p  and c r a f t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a c t i v e  i n  s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  

New E n g la n d .  The em phasis  p la c e d  on m a i n t a i n in g  s t a n d a r d s  of
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w orkm anlike  and  a r t i f i c i a l  com petence  by  t h e  j o i n e r ' s  t r a d e  i s

i n d i c a t i v e  o f  i t s  need t o  a s s e r t  and p e r p e t u a t e  one a r t i f a c t u a l

language  -  one o r d e r  -  a c c e p t a b l e  t o  t h e  im m ediate  com m unity . By

e s t a b l i s h i n g  s t a n d a r d s  o f  o rd e r , ,  f i r s t - g e n e r a t i o n  New E n g la n d e r s

c o u ld  cope w i th  t h e  l a c k  o f  o r d e r  w hich  f a c e d  them i n  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s .

However, l a c k  o f  o r d e r  d o es  n o t  mean t o t a l  d i s o r d e r  o r  c h a o s .  I n  t h e

w i l d e r n e s s  t h a t  s u r ro u n d e d  them , th e  Dedham s e t t l e r s  saw a  v o id  w o r ld ,

n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  a  c h a o t i c  o ne .  Hence , t h e  e n c o u n te r  o f  t h e  yeoman and

th e  w a s te s  o f  t h e  New E n g land  w i l d e r n e s s  may be c h a r a c t e r i z e d  a s  a

/  o
fu n d am e n ta l  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  c o n f l i c t  be tw een  man and l a c k  o f  man.

T h is  d icho tom y may be r e p h r a s e d  a s  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  o f  c u l t u r e  and l a c k  

o f  c u l t u r e ,  o r ,  due to  t h e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  acknow ledg ing  o n ly  one l o c a l  

o r d e r ,  c u l t u r e  and any  o t h e r  c u l t u r e  t h a t  seemed f o r e i g n  o r  t h r e a t e n ­

in g .  J o i n e r s  i n  s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  Dedham and M e d f ie ld  n e e d ed  to  

im p r in t  t h e i r  own Old E n g la n d  o r d e r  on th e  New E ng land  v o i d ,  t o  c o n ta i n  

t h e i r  new u n i v e r s e  by m a rk in g  i t s  bounds w i t h  t h e i r  own w ork .

I n  t h i s  l i g h t ,  t h e  j o i n e r y  o f  Dedham and M e d f ie ld  c a n  p i e r c e  

deep  w i t h i n  t h e  s u b j e c t i v e  r e a l i t y  o f  th e  yeoman. The e v e r - p r e s e n t  

m old ing  t h a t  m arks th e  c o r n e r  o f  an oak c h e s t  was a  r e a c t i o n  t o  l a c k  

o f  o r d e r ;  th e  unworked edge  was a  sm a ll  b i t  o f  c h a o s  w h ic h  had  t o  be 

subdued w i t h  t h e  b l a d e  o f  t h e  p l a n e .  I n  s i m i l a r  f a s h i o n ,  t h e  f r o n t  

e d g e s  o f  th e  b o x e s  were m arked w i t h  a  s e r r a t e d  e d g e .  C o lo r s  made t o  

c a t c h  th e  eye c o v e re d  up  t h e  w rough t  o b j e c t ,  t h u s  a d d in g  a  f i n a l  l e v e l  

o f  a r t i f i c i a l  o r d e r .  Each  t im e  t h e  c r a f t s m a n  added  a  l e v e l  o f  

a r t i f i c i a l i t y ,  t h e  more p a r t i c u l a r i z e d  th e  a r t i f a c t u a l  lan g u a g e
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becam e. Viewed i n  t h i s  manner th e  h i g h l y  worked and h i g h l y  s p e c i a l i s e d  

v o c a b u la r y  and s y n ta x  o f  th e  D edham -M edfie ld  c h e s t s  c o n f i r m  th e  

t e n a c i t y  o f  th e  S u f f o lk  t r a d i t i o n  among c r a f t s m e n .

The dom inance o f  th e  S u f f o l k  s t y l e  i n  Dedham and  M e d f i e ld  i s  

c o n f i rm e d  by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  had  more th a n  one e xponen t  i n  t h e  f i r s t  

g e n e r a t i o n .  At l e a s t  one o t h e r  c r a f t s m a n  made f u r n i t u r e  w h ic h  b e a r s  

c e r t a i n  s i m i l a r i t i e s  t o  t h e  work o f  T h u r s to n  and  H oughton . A j o i n e d  

a r m c h a i r  w i t h  an  e n c lo s e d  b o t to m ,  now owned by th e  Dedham H i s t o r i c a l  

S o c i e t y ,  b e a r s  t h e  c a rv e d  i n s c r i p t i o n  "M 1652 M" (F ig .  2 0 ) .  The c h a i r  

i s  s a i d  zc have d escen d ed  from  M ic h a e l  M e t c a l f ,  a  weaver who e m ig r a t e d  

from  N orw ich  i n  1637 and d i e d  i n  Dedham i n  1664. The c h a i r  i s  t h e  

e a r l i e s t  known exam ple o f  d a t e d  A m erican  f u r n i t u r e ,  and i s  one o f  two 

known exam ples  o f  s e a t i n g  f u r n i t u r e  w i t h  a s to r a g e  c u pboa rd  b e n e a t h

A O
t h e  s e a t .  A door t h a t  opened  i n t o  th e  r i g h t  s id e  o f  t h e  b o t to m  h a s  

d i s a p p e a r e d ,  b u t  re m n a n ts  o f  i t s  o r i g i n a l  l e a t h e r  h in g e s  s u r v i v e  

( F i g .  2 0 a ) .  F iv e  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  c h a i r  s u g g e s t  t h a t  i t  was made by  a  

S u f f o l k  c r a f t s m a n :  l i k e  t h e  F a r r i n g t o n  f a m i ly  c h a i r ,  i t  u s e s  one

l a r g e  p a n e l  i n  t h e  b a c k ;  i t s  lo z e n g e  and c r e s t  c l o s e l y  a l s o  r e s e m b le  

t h o s e  o f  t h e  F a r r i n g t o n  c h a i r  ( F ig s .  2 4 b ,  c ) ; t h e  manner i n  w h ic h  t h e  

c a rv e d  l e a f l e t s  on i t s  r e a r  p o s t s  a r e  c o n jo in e d  c o r r e s p o n d s  e x a c t l y  t o  

t h e  t e c h n i q u e  u sed  on t h e  p a n e l s  by H oughton and h i s  m a s t e r ;  t h e  

f r a m in g  members a r e  gouged r a t h e r  t h a n  m olded , a s  on t h e  c h e s t s  a t  

W in t e r t h u r  and th e  W adsworth A theneum ; and  l a s t l y ,  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  

f r o n d  m o t i f s  on t h e  r e a r  s t i l e s  o f  t h e  c h a i r  have a  s t y l i s t i c  p r e c e d e n t  

i n  t h e  c a r v i n g s  on t h e  c o r n e r  p o s t s  o f  t h e  B ly th b o ro u g h  p u l p i t .
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A c h e s t  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  th e  1644 m a r r ia g e  o f  

J o n a th a n  Rudd o f  Norwich and S ayb rook , C o n n e c t i c u t  ( F ig .  21),, may a l s o  

have b een  made b y  th e  same S u f f o l k  c r a f t s m a n  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  

M e tc a l f  c h a i r .  I t .  too,, s h a r e s  many c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  j o i n e d  

c h e s t s  by H oughton and h i s  m a s t e r .  I t  h a s  t h r e e  p a n e l s  on th e  f r o n t  

and b a c k ,  and  one l a r g e  p a n e l  on e a c h  e n d ;  i t  r e t a i n s  a l l  o f  t h e  s c r i b e  

m arks o r i g i n a l l y  i n te n d e d  t o  mark th e  l o c a t i o n  o f  m o r t i s e s ;  and i t  a l s o  

u s e s  s to c k  o f  t h e  same s i z e  a s  th e  H o u g h to n -T h u rs to n  g r o u p .  The 

lo z e n g e s  or, t h i s  c h e s t  ( F ig .  24d) a r e  e x a c t l y  l i k e  t h a t  on th e  M e tc a l f  

c h a i r . ^

The c l o s e  re se m b la n c e  b e tw een  t h e s e  two o b j e c t s  and  t h o s e  o f  

t h e  T h u rs to n -H o u g h to n  g roup  shows t h a t  t h e  S u f f o l k  v i s u a l  d i a l e c t  o f  

Dedham and M e d f ie ld  was e x t r e m e ly  c o n s i s t e n t  i n  i t s  v a r i o u s  p a r t s ,  

w h i le  th e  d e c o r a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  two o b j e c t s  seems t o  d i f f e r  i n  d e t a i l s ,  

th e  u n d e r l y i n g  s t r u c t u r e s  r e m a in  c o n s t a n t .  A t th e  b a s e  o f  th e  

a r t i f a c t u a l  la n g u a g e  o f  Dedham and  M e d f ie ld  was a  v e r y  s t r i c t  c o n t r o l  

o f  s t r u c t u r e .  The o b j e c t s  show t h a t  no s t r u c t u r a l  c h a n g e s  and o n ly  

s l i g h t  d e c o r a t i v e  v a r i a t i o n s  o c c u r r e d  d u r in g  t h e  f i r s t  and  second 

g e n e r a t i o n s  o f  s e t t l e m e n t .  I n  t h e i r  h ig h  d e g re e  o f  i n t e r n a l  and 

e x t e r n a l  c o n s i s t e n c y ,  th e  D edham -M edfie ld  a r t i f a c t s  b e t r a y  t h e  

m ic rocosm ic  m i l i e u  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e i r  c o n c e p t io n ,  p r o d u c t i o n ,  and 

u s e .

I n  c o n c l u s i o n ,  i t  r e m a in s  t o  a t t e m p t  an  u n d e r s t a n d in g  o f  how 

l o c a l  s t y l e s  a r e  i n  f a c t  p e r p e t u a t e d  and  m a n i f e s t  i n  th e  o b j e c t .  The
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answ er t o  t h i s  p u z z le  r e a l l y  l i e s  i n  two p a r t s  w h ic h ,  when t a k e n  

t o g e t h e r ,  i l l u m i n a t e  t h e  i n t r o s p e c t i o n  o f  v i l l a g e  l i f e  and th e  l a r g e r  

p rob lem  o f  th e  d i s s e m i n a t i o n  o f  s t y l e - t y p e s  in  s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  

New E ng land .

Y et b e f o r e  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s  a b o u t  a l l  o f  New E n g la n d  may be 

made, one must lo o k  f o r  t h e  b a s e  u n i t  o f  c u l t u r e  i n  t h e  r e g i o n :  t h e

town. I n  Dedham and M e d f i e ld ,  t h e  p e r p e t u a t i o n  o f  t h e  S u f f o l k  d i a l e c t  

i n  th e  woodworking t r a d e s  was a id e d  by a p p r e n t i c e s h i p  p a t t e r n s ,  t h e  

h i g h  r a t e  o f  i n t e r m a r r i a g e s  be tw een  members o f  S u f f o l k  c a r p e n t e r s '  

f a m i l i e s ,  ar.d t h e  f r e q u e n t  i n s t a n c e  when a  son would c o n t i n u e  i n  h i s  

f a t h e r ' s  t r a d e .  I n  s h o r t ,  t h e  t r a d e s  o f  c a r p e n t r y  and  j o i n e r y  -  l i k e  

a l l  o t h e r  t r a d e s  -  became g e n e a l o g i c a l l y  and t e c h n i c a l l y  c o h e s i v e  u n to  

t h e m s e lv e s .

Because  a l l  o f  t h e  f i r s t - g e n e r a t i o n  c a r p e n t e r s  and j o i n e r s  i n  

th e  two towns worked i n  t h e  S u f f o l k  t r a d i t i o n ,  th e  m e c h a n ic s  o f  su p p ly  

and demand d i c t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  S u f f o l k  v i s u a l  d i a l e c t  would  d o m in a te  t h e  

l o c a l  c i t i z e n r y  i r r e s p e c t i v e  o f  t h e i r  c u l t u r a l  b a c k g ro u n d s .  F o r  

i n s t a n c e ,  when J o h n  F a r r i n g t o n ,  a  yeoman from L i n c o l n s h i r e ,  n e e d ed  a 

j o i n e d  c h a i r  ( F ig .  1 1 ) ,  he w ent to  Houghton , a  s e c o n d - g e n e r a t i o n  

c r a f t s m a n  t r a i n e d  by a  S u f f o l k  c a r p e n t e r / j o i n e r . S i m i l a r l y ,  when 

J o n a th a n  F a i r b a n k s ,  a  t u r n e r  from  Y o r k s h i r e ,  needed  a  h o u s e ,  he had t o  

r e t a i n  a  S u f f o l k  c a r p e n t e r  s u c h  a s  Thomas F i s h e r  o r  J o h n  R oper t o  do 

th e  j o b ;  in d e e d ,  t h e  F a i r b a n k s  house  i s  b u i l t  i n  an  E a s t  A n g l i a n  

manner
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As a r t i f i c e r s  who a r t i c u l a t e d  i n  v i s u a l  te rras  t h e i r  c o l l e c t i v e  

c u l t u r a l  l a n g u a g e ,  th e  S u f f o lk  c r a f t s m e n  i n  Dedham and M e d f ie ld  p la y e d  

a  dynamic r o l e  i n  th e  a c c u l t u r a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  n o n - S u f f o lk  n e ig h b o r s .  

F a r r i n g t o n  and F a i r b a n k s  -  and p r o b a b ly  o t h e r  s e t t l e r s  from t h e  

n o r t h e r n  c o u n t i e s  o f  E ng land  -  owned f u r n i t u r e  t h a t  spoke t h e  o l d  

S u f f o l k  d i a l e c t ;  H o u g h to n 's  M e d f ie ld  p u l p i t ,  t o o ,  was an a r t i f a c t u a l  

s ig n  t h a t  q u i e t l y  p re a c h e d  o f  th e  dom inance  o f  t h e  S u f f o l k  s u b - c u l t u r e  

i n  t h e  community. I n  t h e i r  d o m e s t ic  i n t e r a c t i o n s , ,  t h e  townsmen o f  

Dedham and M e d f ie ld  o r d e r e d  f u n c t i o n ,  movement, and s p a ce  w i t h  S u f f o lk  

a r t i f a c t s .  The same m o t i f s  w a tc h ed  o v e r  them i n  th e  m ee t in g  h o u se ,  

w here  t h e i r  r e l i g i o u s  and s o c i a l  l i v e s  met i n  a  s i n g l e  a r t i f a c t u a l  

c o n t e x t .  Viewed i n  t h i s  l i g h t ,  t h e  a r t i f a c t s  w ere  t a n g i b l e  m a n i f e s t a ­

t i o n s  and  c a u s e s  o f  a  movement to w a rd s  c u l t u r a l  u n i t y  i n  p r i v a t e  and 

p u b l i c  l i f e ,  w h i l e  th e  c r a f t s m e n  g a in e d  new power a s  i n d i v i d u a l s  whose 

p e c u l i a r  r o l e  i t  was t o  make t h i n g s  a c c e p t e d  by a l l .

The i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  w ha t  may be a  pure  S u f f o lk  s t y l e  i n  

Dedham and M e d f ie ld  sh ed s  new l i g h t  on how th e  d i s s e m in a t i o n  o f  

" r e g i o n a l  s t y l e "  a c t u a l l y  w orked . C e r t a i n l y  t h e  m ig r a t i o n  o f  c r a f t s ­

men and  t h e i r  a p p r e n t i c e s  a c c o u n te d  f o r  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  t h e  l i k e n e s s  

found  i n  th e  a r t i f a c t s  from d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  o f  New E n g lan d .  The 

m a s t e r - a p p r e n t i c e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  f u n c t i o n e d  a s  a  m echanism i n t e n t i o n a l l y  

d e v e lo p e d  t o  p e r p e t u a t e  h ig h  s t a n d a r d s  o f  com m unicative  b e h a v io r .  

S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  i t  was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  s p e l l i n g  o u t  t o  w ould-be  c r a f t s ­

men o f  th e  n e x t  g e n e r a t i o n  th e  e s t a b l i s h e d  s t a n d a r d s  o f  a c c e p t a b l e  

w orkm ansh ip . The m a s t e r ' s  r o l e  was t h a t  o f  th e  e x a c t in g  gram m arian
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vho p la c e d  a r t i c u l a t e  s p e e c h  and m e m o r is a t io n  of r u l e s  above a l l  e l s e .  

M a in ta in in g  e s t a b l i s h e d  s t a n d a r d s  o f  p e rfo rm a n c e  and d i s c i p l i n e  i n  th e  

t r a d e s  was c r u c i a l  t o  th e  c o n t in u e d  e f f i c a c y  o f  t h e  b u i l t  en v iro n m en t  

a s  th e  r e a l  and i d e a l  embodiment o f  th e  o l d  o r d e r .  I n  sh o r t . ,  th e  

e s t a b l i s h e d  o r d e r  depended  on c o n t r o l  f o r  s u r v i v a l .

I n  o t h e r  i n s t a n c e s  r e g i o n a l  s i m i l a r i t i e s  i n  New Eng land  j o i n e r y  

r e s u l t e d  from c r a f t s m e n  who m ig r a te d  from  t h e  same a r e a  i n  E ng land  and 

s e t t l e d  in  d i f f e r e n t  v i l l a g e s  i n  t h e  new world ,, w here  t h e i r  work 

d e v e lo p e d  i n  v a r i e d  ways from  a  common r o o t .  For  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  

s - s c r o l l s  c a rv e d  by th e  Dedham m a s te r  b e a r  a  g e n e r i c  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  

t h o s e  on t h e  f r o n t  p o s t s  o f  a  c h e s t  p ro b a b ly  made by  Thomas M u l l in e r  

o f  New Haven, C o n n e c t i c u t .  The s i m i l a r i t y  may be e x p la i n e d  by th e  

f a c t  t h a t  th e  E n g l i s h  v i l l a g e  where T h u r s to n  l a s t  wTo rk ed  -  Wrentham, 

S u f f o l k  -  i s  o n ly  t w e n t y - f i v e  m i l e s  from M u l l i n e r ' s  home t o m  o f  

I p s w ic h ,  S u f f o l k ,  and b o t h  c r a f t s m e n  were t r a i n e d  p r i o r  t o  e m ig r a t in g  

t o  New E n g lan d .  S i m i l a r l y ,  th e  s - s c r o l l s  and c a r v i n g s  on th e  Merwin 

fa m i ly  c h e s t  ( F ig s .  2 3 s ,  24e) and t h e  s - s c r o l l s  found  on a  d esk  box 

o r i g i n a l l y  owned by W il l ia m  W ells  o f  S o u th o ld ,  Long I s l a n d  ( F ig s .  22 , 

23t), s u g g e s t  t h a t  E a s t  A n g l ia n  c r a f t s m e n  may have b e e n  a c t i v e  t h r o u g h ­

o u t  t h e  New Haven Colony .

I t  i s  n o t  o n ly  t h e  d e c o r a t i v e  d e t a i l s  w h ich  a t t e s t  t o  t h e i r  

p r e s e n c e .  F iv e  s u r v i v i n g  New Haven a r e a  c h e s t s  s h a r e  t h e  same a r r a n g e ­

ment o f  p a n e l s  a s  t h a t  found  on t h e  c h e s t s  from  Dedham and M e d f ie ld ,  

and two New Haven exam ples  a l s o  u s e  t h e  v -g ro o v e  i n  t h e  j o i n e r y  o f
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47t h e i r  b o t to m  b o a r d s .  The p r o d u c t s  o f  t h e s e  c r a f t s m e n  may d i f f e r

from  th e  T h u rs to n -H o u g h to n  o b j e c t s  b e c a u se  i s o l a t i o n  from t h e

homogeneous S u f f o l k  s u b - c u l t u r e  r a p i d l y  p roduced  d e v i a t i o n .  I n

Dedham and M edfie ld ,.  t h e  h ig h  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  S u f f o lk  s e t t l e r s  p r o v id e d

a r e l a t i v e l y  s t a b l e  c u l t u r e  t h a t  demanded l i t t l e  change i n  t h e

a r t i f a c t u a l  la n g u a g e .  J o h n  T h u r s to n ,  Jo h n  Roper,. Thomas F i s h e r ,

Henry Sm ith ,  and G eorge  B a rb e r  c o u ld  c o n t i n u e  making j o i n e d  f u r n i t u r e

i n  t h e  same s t y l e  t h e y  had  known in  England  w i t h o u t  w o r r y in g  a b o u t  i t s

a c c e p t a b i l i t y  in  Dedham and M e d f i e ld .  Yet im ag ine  t h e  S u f f o l k  j o i n e r

f o r c e d  bv economic c i r c u m s ta n c e  t o  accommodate t h e  t a s t e s  o f

New H a v e n 's  p r e d o m in a n t ly  London c u l t u r e . ^  He had t o  m o d ify  h i s

language  t o  s u i t  t h a t  o f  t h e  l o c a l  dom inan t c u l t u r e .  B e c a u se  t h e

" m ix tu r e "  o f  a  p l u r a l i s t  c u l t u r e  i s  v a r i a b l e  in  sp ace  and i n  t im e ,  i t

i s  im p o r ta n t  t o  remember H e n r i  F o c i l l o n ' s  c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  o b j e c t s  m ust

n o t  b e  ju dged  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e i r  f ra m e s  o f  r e f e r e n c e ;  a s  he s t a t e d ,  t h e

49m i l i e u  i s  a  f l e x i b l e  o r d e r .

The d i s s e m i n a t i o n  o f  s t y l e - t y p e s  m ust n o t  be u se d  m e r e ly  a s  a 

t o o l  f o r  p ro v in g  or d i s p r o v i n g  dem ograph ic  p a t t e r n s ,  w h e th e r  t h e y  be 

from Dedham t o  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  Pviver V a l l e y ,  from S u f f o l k  t o  Dedham, 

o r  from  Old Eng land  t o  New E n g la n d .  A r t i f a c t s  a r e  i d e a s  i n  m o t io n ,  

and c u l t u r a l  p a t t e r n s  do n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  p a r a l l e l  s o c i a l  p a t t e r n s .  

L e v i - S t r a u s s  h a s  w arned  a g a i n s t  t r e a t i n g  c u l t u r a l  p a t t e r n s  

i n s e n s i t i v e l y :
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S o c i a l  f a c t s  do n o t  r e d u c e  th e m s e lv e s  
to  s c a t t e r e d  f r a g m e n ts .  They a r e  l i v e d  
by  men, and s u b j e c t i v e  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  
i s  a s  much a  form  o f  t h e i r  r e a l i t y  
a s  t h e i r  o b j e c t i v e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s . ^

The c u l t u r a l  h i s t o r i a n ' s  b u rd en  i s  to  r e c o v e r  b o t h  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  and

s u b j e c t i v e  s i d e s  o f  t h e  p a s t .  T h i s  e s s a y  i s  i n te n d e d  t o  augment t h e

work o f  o t h e r  s c h o l a r s  who a r e  r e c o n s t r u c t i n g  th e  s u b j e c t i v e  r e a l i t y

o f  s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  New E n g land .

On a  b r o a d e r  le v e l . ,  i t  i s  i m p e r a t iv e  t h a t  th e  s tu d y  o f  th e  

m a t e r i a l  c u l t u r e  o f  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  u s e s  a r t i f a c t s  a s  so m e th in  

more t h a n  r e  e l e c t i o n s  o r  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  and a e s t h e t i c  

c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  They were a  l a n g u a g e ,  and l i k e  la n g u a g e ,  t h e y  w ere 

e q u a l  and s im u l ta n e o u s  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  o f  th e  c u l t u r e ' s  com m unica t ive  

s t r u c t u r e s .  They a r e  t h e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  r e a l i t y  o f  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h -  

c e n t u r y  New E n g la n d e r  embodied i n  p h y s i c a l  fo rm s .
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APPENDIX

B i o g r a p h i e s  o f  Dedham and M e d f ie ld  C ra f ts m e n
A rra n g e d  A c c o rd in g  t o  t h e i r  Working D a te s

1635 JONATHAN FAIRBANKS a r r i v e d  i n  B os ton  w i t h  h i s  w i f e  and s i x  

c h i l d r e n  from  Sowerby, N o r th  R id in g s  Y o r k s h i r e ,  i n  1633.

T h re e  y e a r s  l a t e r  t h e y  removed t o  Dedham, w here  on 23 March 

1536/37 " J o n a t h a n  F e a re b a n k e  b e in g  pr s e n t e d  by J o h n  Dwite was 

a c c e p te d  & s u b s c r i b e d "  t o  t h e  town c o v e n a n t .  The n e x t  y e a r  he 

and Dwight w ere  " c h o s e n  t o  be head  workemen f o r  t h e  C aunsey a t  

y e l i t l e  R i v e r . "  On 14 A ugust  1646, a f t e r  making a  m uch-quo ted  

s t a t e m e n t  a b o u t  h i s  " s c r u p l e s  a b o u t  p u b l i c k e  pr f e s s i o n  o f  f a i t h  

& y e C o v e n a n t ,"  he was r e c e i v e d  i n t o  t h e  Dedham c o n g r e g a t i o n .  

F a i r b a n k s '  o c c u p a t io n  a s  a  w h e e lw r ig h t  and  t u r n e r  i s  w e l l

docum ented  by  h i s  i n v e n t o r y  o f  16 December 1668:

4 s p in n in g  w h e e le s  1 :2 :0 0

I n  t h e  Roome c a l l e d  th e  new h o u se :
rimms f o r  s p in n in g  w h e e le s  6c some lum ber 5 :0 0 :0 0  
one b e t l e  f o u r e  wedges one d r a f t  c h a in  6c 

o t h e r  i r o n s  0 0 2 :0 4 :0 0  
2 :  C ro ss  c u t t  sawes

I n  t h e  w ork ing  C e l l e r :
2 :  v i s e s  6c one t u r n i n g  l a t h  6c o t h e r  s m a l l  t h i n g s

i n  t h a t  roome 0 0 1 :0 0 :0 0

I n  t h e  H a l l  Cham ber:
many sm a l l  t o o l e s  f o r  t u r n i n g  6: o t h e r  

l i k e  worke 0 0 3 :0 0 :0 0
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Swamp i n  th e  g r e a t  Cedar swamp, n e e r e  t h e  
saw m i l l s  0 0 4 :0 0 :0 0

F a i r b a n k s '  son  Jo h n  i n h e r i t e d  h i s  e s t a t e  and  c o n t in u e d  i n  h i s

t r a d e .  ^

1637 GEORGE BARBER came t o  Dedham from  F r e s s i n g f i e l d ,  S u f f o l k ,  w i th  

no im m edia te  f a m i l y ,  a l t h o u g h  he may have b een  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  

Edward B a rb e r  who was a l s o  among th e  f i r s t  s e t t l e r s  a t  Dedham. 

George B a rb e r  m a r r i e d  E l i z a b e t h  C la rk e  on 24 November 1642.

He was a  member o f  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  company i n  1646, and was made 

a f reem an  o f  t h e  c o lo n y  th e  f o l l o w in g  y e a r .  B a rb e r  was one o f  

th e  f i r s t  e l e v e n  s i g n e r s  o f  t h e  M e d f ie ld  C ovenan t i n  1649, and 

was r a t e d  t h e r e  i n  1652. T h a t  same y e a r  he s t y l e d  h i m s e l f  

" c a r p e n t e r "  i n  a  deed  t o  Henry Adams o f  B r a i n t r e e .  I n  Med­

f i e l d ,  B a rb e r  was c o n t i n u a l l y  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  woodworking t r a d e s .  

On 16 J a n u a r y  1654, he was p a id  by t h e  town f o r  p r o c u r in g  

" s l e p e r s  & p l a n k e s  f o r  t h e  n e t t i n g  H o u se ,"  and  on 8 November 

he r e c e i v e d  n in e  s h i l l i n g s  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  work a t  t h e  m ee ting  

h o u se .  I n  J a n u a r y ,  1659, t h e r e  was "An Agrement made w i th  

John  T h u r s to n  H enry  Sm ith  and Se r  B a rb u r  t o  make a  g a l i r y  w i th  

two s e a t e s  on t h e  s id e  o f  t h e  m e t t i n g  h ouse  from  on end  g a l l e r y  

t o  th e  o t h e r . "  I n  1668, B a rb e r  d id  work on t h e  t o w n 's  s c h o o l -  

house  and r e p a i r e d  a  b r i d g e ,  and on 8 and 9 December 1675, he 

w as p a id  f o r  two d a y s 1 work i n  s h i n g l i n g  t h e  m e e t in g  h o u s e .

On 10 F e b r u a r y  1676, t h e  town "A greed  t h a t  t h e r  s h a l l  be new
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f ram e o r d e r d  t o  hang t h e  b e l l  i n  and G eorge B arb u r  and  S a r g 1- 

(Thomas] T h u r s tu n  a r e  D e s i r e d  t o  t a k e  som c a r e  a b o u t  i t . "

I n  a d d i t i o n  to  h i s  work a s  a  c a r p e n t e r .  B a rb e r  was a

s e le c tm a n  and town c l e r k  o f  M e d f ie ld  f o r  tw e n ty - tw o  yea rs , ,

and a d e p u ty  to  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o u r t  f o r  e i g h t .  H is  son  Jo h n

o p e r a t e d  th e  M e d f ie ld  sa w m il l  u n t i l  h i s  d e a t h ;  J o h n ' s  i n v e n t o r y

o f  9 O c to b e r  1695 v a lu e d  " I  p a r t  o f  a  Sawm ill a p p r i z e d . . . . a t

 £ 6 . "  When G eorge  B a r b e r ' s  i n v e n t o r y  was t a k e n  a t  M e d f ie ld

on 23 A p r i l  1685, i t  l i s t e d  " c a r p e n t e r s  and h u sb a n d ry  t o o l s / 1

and  a p in e  swamp v a lu e d  a t  £ 1 2 :0 0 :0 0 .  One o f  t h e  p r i z e r s  o f

2
h i s  e s t a t e  was Thomas T h u r s to n .

1637 EDWARD CULVER was in  Dedham by 1637, f o r  on 28 November o f  

t h a t  y e a r ,  t h e  town " o r d e r e d  t h a t  Edward C o lv e r  w h e e lw r ig h t  

s h a l l  haue twoe A c re s  l a  yd o u t  f o r  ye pr s e n t  f o r  imploym*- i n  

h i s  t r a d e  & a f t e r  to  haue  an  a d d ic o n  e l s  wher a s  s h a lb e  fownd 

n e e d f u l l .  I n  th e  meane tyme t o  haue f r e e  l i b e r t y  o f  t a k i n g  

Tim ber f o r  h i s  t r a d e  e v e r y  mans p p r i e t y  R e s e r v e d ."  As a  

w h e e lw r ig h t  and t u r n e r ,  C u lv e r  would n o t  o n ly  have  made 

w h e e l s ,  b u t  would a l s o  have u sed  a  l a t h e  t o  make t u r n e d  f u r n i ­

t u r e .  As one o f  th e  s i x  docum ented  t u r n e r s  i n  Dedham and 

M e d f ie ld  p r i o r  t o  1685, C u lv e r  may a l s o  have done work f o r  

j o i n e r s  who d i d  n o t  own l a t h e s .  By h i s  w i f e  Anne, he had 

t h r e e  s o n s  be tw een  1640 and 1645. H is  d e a th  p a s s e d  u n n o t i c e d .

R eproduced  with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



1637 THOMAS FISHER i s  s a id  to  have  r e c e i v e d  a  house  l o t  i n  Dedham

on 2S J u l y  1637. He d ie d  s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  on 10 A ugust 

163S, w h i l e  b u i l d i n g  th e  f i r s t  m e e t in g  h o u se .  The town m e e t ­

in g  o f  th e  f o l l o w in g  23 November n o te d  him a s  he "whoe vndr to o k e  

ye M e e t in g h o u se  [b u t]  d i e t h  b e f o r e  i t  was f i n i s h e d . "  On 

25 March 1639 i t  was "A greed  yc F o r t y  s h i l l i n g s  s h a lb e  a l lo w e d  

u n to  y e wedowe o f  T ho: F i s h e r  to w a rd  \r t  b a rg a y n e  y** he to o k e  i n  

b u i l d i n g  y e m e e t in g h o u s e ,  wc ^  or  towne -.s t o  make good u n to  

h e r . "  Land b e lo n g in g  t o  h i s  widow E l i z a b e t h  was m en tio n ed  

when she  was g iv e n  " l i b e r t y  t o  t a k e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  goods 

o f  he r  husband . & h a t h  l i b e r t y  to  s e l l  h a l f e  h e r  l o t ,  f o r  t h e  

b r i n g i n g  up o f  h e r  c h i l d r e n "  on 13 May 1640. When she d i e d  i n  

1651, h e r  i n v e n t o r y  i n c l u d e d  " tw o  g r e a t  w im bles  0 0 0 : 0 3 :0 0 ,"  

t o o l s  w h ic h  may have b e e n  h e r  h u s b a n d 's .  Thomas F i s h e r  may 

have b e e n  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  F i s h e r s  o f  Dedham who came from  

Syleham , S u f f o l k ,  o r  t o  t h e  Thomas F i s h e r  o f  Cam bridge who 

came from  W in s to n ,  S u f f o l k . ^

1637 JOHN ROPER was b o rn  i n  E ngland  i n  1611, and  was o f  New Bucken-

ham, N o r f o l k ,  when he l e t  i t  be  known t h a t  " Jo h n  R opear o f  

New Bucknam C a r p e n ta r  ageed  26 y e a r e s  and A l l e s  h i s  w i f e  ageed  

23 y e a r e s  w i t h  2 c h i l d r e n  A l l e s  and  E l i z a b e t h  a r e  d e s i r o u s  t o  

goe f o r  New E ng land  t h e r e  t o  r e m a in e "  on 13 A p r i l  1637. Upon 

r e a c h i n g  h i s  d e s t i n a t i o n ,  R o p e r ,  i n  t h e  company o f  Henry 

S m ith ,  s e t t l e d  i n  Dedham. He was g r a n t e d  a  h o u se  l o t  on 

11 A ugust  1637, and  beg an  a t t e n d i n g  town m e e t in g s  t h e  f o l l o w in g
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November. I t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  Roper h e lp e d  Thomas F i s h e r  b u i l d  

t h e  f i r s t  m e e t in g  h o u s e ,  f o r  he was one o f  t h e  com m ittee  ch o sen  

t o  " e s t i m a t e  what was l e f t  vndone o f  ye agrem*1 made w1-*1 him 

( F i s h e r ] : a s  a l s o  o t h e r  worke done by  o t h e r s  i n t e r n i s c u o u s l y  

wt h i n  y e sayd  house  t o  be soe d i s t i n g u i s h e d  y fc y e Towne may 

b e a r e  y e one & y e wedowe b e a r e  ye o t h e r  a c c o r d i n g l y . "  On 

2S F e b r u a r y  1641, i t  was n o te d  t h a t  " Jo h n  R o p e r ,  b e in g  d e s t i ­

t u t e  o f  C o rn e ,  c r a v e t h  l i c e n c e  t o  make s a l e  o f  some b o a rd  wc ^  

he h a t h  r e a d y  sawune," some o f  w h ic h  was b o u g h t  by Jo h n  F a i r ­

b a n k s .  By h i s  w i f e  A l l i s ,  he had f o u r  c h i l d r e n  b o r n  i n  

A m erica  by  1645, a f t e r  wTh i c h  t im e  he  f a l l s  from  t h e  r e c o r d . ^

1637 HENRY SMITH came t o  New E ng land  i n  t h e  company o f  J o h n  Roper i n  

1637 from  New Buckenhan, N o r f o lk .  L ik e  R o p e r ,  h i s  t e s t im o n y  

was n o te d  by t h e  E n g l i s h  a u t h o r i t i e s :  "H enry  Sm ith  o f  Newbuck-

nam husbandman a g e ed  30 y e a r e s  and E l i z a b e t h  h i s  w i fe  ag eed  34 

y e a r e s  w i t h  2 c h i l d r e n  Jo h n  and  S e th e  a r  d e s i r o u s  t o  p a s s e  i n t o  

New E n g lan d  t o  i n h a b i t t . "  Sm ith  a r r i v e d  i n  B o s to n  on 20 June  

1637, and by th e  f o l l o w in g  November owned l a n d  in  Dedham and 

had s ig n e d  th e  town c o v e n a n t .  Sm ith  s ig n e d  t h e  o r i g i n a l  Med­

f i e l d  C ovenan t  i n  1649 and was l i v i n g  t h e r e  by  1652. A l th o u g h  

he had c a l l e d  h i m s e l f  a  husbandman when he l e f t  E n g la n d ,  

d o c u m e n ta t io n  i n  t h e  M e d f ie ld  r e c o r d s  shows t h a t  he was a  wood­

w o rk e r .  I n  J a n u a r y ,  1659, he and G eorge  B a rb e r  and Jo h n  

T h u r s to n  b u i l t  a  g a l l e r y  i n  t h e  M e d f ie ld  m ee t in g  house  ( s e e  

a p p e n d ix ,  p .  2 ,  a b o v e ) .  S m i t h ' s  w ork was e n u m e ra te d  i n  an
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a c c o u n t  o f  13 December 1661:

R ickned  w i th  B r o t h e r  S m ith  t h i s  13 o f  10 m oth . 1661 
and found  Due to  h i  [mj f o r  worke a t  t h e  new g a l l e r y  
0 -1 5 -0
and  f o r  t h e  b a l l e s t e r s  0 - 1 1 -0
an d  f o r  saw ing 0 - 0 8 -0
and  f o r  bo o rd  0 -0 2 -6
and f o r  a  days  work 0 -0 2 -0
p a id  t o  Henry s m i th  by t h e  c o n s t a b l e s  0 - 9 -2

I n  1667 Sm ith  was p a id  f o r  l a y i n g  t h e  m e e t in g  house  f l o o r , and

i n  December., 1675., he d id  a  d a y ' s  work i n  s h i n g l i n g  t h e  m e e t in g

house  and  r e c e i v e d  two s h i l l i n g s .  T hese  n o t e s  p ro v e  t h a t  S m ith

was c a p a b le  o f  c a r p e n t r y  and t u r n i n g ,  s k i l l s  t h a t  he  p r o b a b ly

t a u g h t  h i s  son S e th ,  who c o n t i n u e d  i n  h i s  t r a d e .  S m i t h ' s  w i l l

was g i v e n  on 2 A ugust  1683; no i n v e n t o r y  was made o f  h i s

c.
e s t a t e .

1633 JOSEPH MOYCE, j o i n e r ,  w as p r o b a b ly  from  D e n n in g to n ,  S u f f o l k .

He i s  m en t io n e d  i n  t h e  Dedham Town R e c o rd s  on 21 Septem ber 

1638, when " J o s e p h  Moyce J o y n e r "  was g r a n t e d  f o u r  a c r e s  o f  l a n d

i n  " y e wigwam p l a y n e . "  However, he may n e v e r  have  s e t t l e d  i n

Dedham, b e c a u s e  he n e v e r  was r a t e d  i n  t h e  town o r  a t t e n d e d  any

town m e e t in g s .  He p r o b a b ly  l e f t  soon f o r  S a l i s b u r y ,  where h i s

name a p p e a r s  tw e lv e  t im e s  i n  l o c a l  town and  c o u r t  r e c o r d s  

b e g in n in g  i n  t h e  165 0 s .  The l a s t  t im e  he a p p e a r s  i n  t h e  

p u b l i c  r e c o r d  i s  on 19 M arch 1 6 6 8 /6 9 ,  when " J o s e p h  Moys o f  

S a l i s b u r y ,  j o y n e r "  c o nveyed  a l l  o f  h i s  l a n d  h o l d i n g s  t o  h i s  

g r a n d c h i l d r e n .  Moyce h as  b e e n  r e p e a t e d l y  c o n fu s e d  w i t h  J o s e p h  

Morse o f  D o r c h e s t e r  and M e d f i e ld ,  b e g in n in g  w i t h  m i s r e a d i n g
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o f  th e  r e c o r d s  by  F ra n k  Sm ith  i n  1936. F o r t u n a t e l y ,  a  lan d  

a c c o u n t  b e a r i n g  th e  names o f  b o t h  men s im u l t a n e o u s l y  c o n f i rm s  

t h e i r  s e p a r a t e  i d e n t i t i e s .  Moyce, a c t i v e  i n  S a l i s b u r y  d u r in g  

th e  1650s. may have b een  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a  S a l i s b u r y  communion 

t a b l e  now i n  t h e  W adsworth A theneum .^

1639 THOMAS EAMES was b o rn  i n  E ng land  i n  1618. and was tw e n ty - tw o

y e a r s  o f  age  when he f i r s t  a p p e a r e d  in  t h e  Dedham Town R e c o rd ;  

on 2 December 1640., t h e  s e le c tm e n  o r d e r e d  J o s e p h  K in g s b u ry ,

John. Hayward, and J o h n  B a c h e le r  " t o  s e a r c h  f o r  B r ic k e  e a r t h  & 

o v id e  a p la c e  n e c e s s a r y  to  b u rn  b r i c k e  vpon & a l s o  t o  appoyn t  

wood s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  y e same & a l l  t h i s  i n  y e g r e a t e  H a n d  wher 

c o n u e n ie n t l y  t h e y  maye be had t o  t h e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  t h e  

B r ick e m ak e r  Thomas Eam es."  By 5 O c to b e r  1652 he w as " o f  Med­

f o r d ,  b r i c k l a y e r ,  a e .  34" when he a p p e a re d  i n  c o u r t .  On 1 May 

1660 he was s t i l l  o f  t h a t  town when he s u b m i t te d  a  d e p o s i t i o n  

c o n c e r n in g  th e  b e h a v io r  o f  h i s  a p p r e n t i c e ,  J o s e p h  M i r r i b l e .  On 

17 J u n e  1662 he m a r r ie d  Mary, t h e  r e l i c t  o f  John  P a d d l e f o o t ,  

j o i n e r  o f  Cam bridge. Eames and h i s  w ife  w ere  o f  Sudbury when 

t h e i r  son Samuel was b o r n  on 15 J a n u a r y  1664. Eam es1 c a r p e n t r y  

work was f i r s t  r e c o r d e d  i n  1674, when he was th e  m a s te r  b u i l d e r  

o f  t h e  S h e rb o rn  m ee t in g  h o u se .  On 1 F e b r u a r y  1676, an  I n d ia n  

a t t a c k  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  d e a th  o r  c a p tu r e  o f  h i s  w i f e  and 

c h i l d r e n ,  and th e  b u r n in g  o f  h i s  h o u se .  He p e t i t i o n e d  t h e  

G e n e r a l  C o u r t  f o r  m o n e ta ry  c o m p e n s a t io n ,  and  c o u n te d  among h i s  

m a t e r i a l  l o s s e s  f i v e  p o u n d s '  w o r th  o f  c a r p e n t e r ' s  and  j o i n e r ' s
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t o o l s .  Eames l i v e d  in  S h e rb o rn  u n t i l  h i s  d e a t h  on 25 J a n u a r y  

16S0. B ecause  he worked d u r in g  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  h i s  c a r e e r  

a s  a  c a r p e n t e r  and j o i n e r ,  he may have b e e n  a  woodworker a s

O
w e l l  a s  a  b r ic k m a k e r  w h i le  i n  Dedham i n  t h e  1640s.

1639 JOHN THURSTON was p ro b a b ly  b a p t i z e d  on 17 May 1607 a t  S o t t e r l y ,  

S u f f o l k .  He must have  a p p r e n t i c e d  t o  a  c r a f t s m a n  i n  t h e  

Wrentham a r e a ,  f o r  when he em barked  f o r  New E ng land  i n  1637, 

he s t y l e d  h i m s e l f  " o f  W renton i n  S u f f . ,  c a r p e n t a r . "  He 

s e t t l e d  f i r s t  a t  Salem and removed i n  1639 t o  Dedham,, w here 

he and h i s  w i f e  M arg re t  were r e c e i v e d  i n t o  t h e  c h u rc h  i n  1641 

and 1640. r e s p e c t i v e l y .  He f i r s t  o b t a i n e d  l a n d  i n  Dedham on 

10 J u l y  1642,. and began  a t t e n d i n g  town m e e t in g s  on 2 J a n u a r y  

o f  t h e  same y e a r .  W hile i n  Dedham., T h u r s to n  b u i l t  t h e  s e a t s  

i n  th e  m e e t in g  house i n  1646., and  b u i l t  t h e  t o w n 's  f i r s t  

s c h o o lh o u s e  i n  1648 ( s e e  t e x t . ,  pp . 1 4 -1 5 ,  a b o v e ) .  I n  1649, 

T h u r s to n  and h i s  son Thomas s ig n e d  t h e  M e d f ie ld  C o venan t;

J o h n  T h u r s to n  was r a t e d  t h e r e  i n  1652. I n  M e d f ie ld ,  he rem ained 

a c t i v e  i n  t h e  woodworking t r a d e s .  He m ust have  b e e n  in v o lv e d  

w i t h  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  th e  t o w n 's  f i r s t  m e e t in g  h o u s e ,  f o r  on 

26 May 1655, he was p a id  f o r  p l a n k s  and f o r  work done on t h a t  

b u i l d i n g  a  t o t a l  o f  £ 3 :1 4 :1 0 .  I n  1657 and  1658 he was p a id  

£ 1 3 :0 5 :0 1  f o r  s e a t i n g  t h e  m e e t in g  house  and  t h e  g a l l e r y ,  and 

t h i r t y  s h i l l i n g s  f o r  making t h e  " s e a t e  a b o u t  t h e  t a b e l l "  made 

f o r  t h e  c o n g r e g a t io n  by  Jo h n  H oughton o f  Dedham ( s e e  t e x t ,  

p . 15 , a b o v e ) .  I n  J a n u a r y ,  1659, T h u r s to n  a s s i s t e d  c a r p e n t e r s
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H enry Sm ith  and  George B a rb e r  b u i l d  t h e  new g a l l e r y  i n  th e  

c h u rc h  ( s e e  a p p e n d ix ,  p . 2 ,  a b o v e ) .  He w as  p r o b a b ly  th e  

m a s te r  b u i l d e r  of t h e  a d d i t i o n  made t o  t h e  m e e t in g  house  i n  

1664, f o r  on 20 November o f  t h e  f o l l o w in g  y e a r  he  r e c e i v e d

e i g h t  pounds i n  payment f o r  h i s  w ork . When he d i e d  on

1 November 1685, he was one o f  t h e  m ost p ro m in e n t  members o f  

t h e  M e d f ie ld  community. I n  h i s  w i l l ,  p ro v ed  on 21 O c to b e r

16S6, he  g av e  2 /9  o f  h i s  e s t a t e  t o  h i s  son Thomas, and 1/9  t o

h i s  son J o s e p h ,  b o t h  o f  whom had f o l lo w e d  i n  h i s  t r a d e .  

T h u r s t o n ' s  i n v e n t o r y ,  t a k e n  by  B en jam in  C la r k e  and Samuel 

B u l l e n  on 1 March 16S5 /86 , i n c lu d e d  " C a r p e n t e r s  t o o l e s "  i n  an  

e s t a t e  v a lu e d  a t  £169 :0 3 :1 0 .^

1640 JOHN FAIRBANKS e m ig r a te d  from  Sowerby, Y o r k s h i r e ,  w i t h  h i s

f a t h e r  J o n a th a n  i n  1633. In  1640, J o h n  r e c e i v e d  s i x  a c r e s  o f  

l a n d  a t  t h e  e a s t  end o f  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  house  l o t  i n  Dedham. John  

was a  w h e e lw r ig h t  and t u r n e r ,  and m ust have  l e a r n e d  th e  t r a d e  

from  h i s  f a t h e r .  I n  1641, he b o u g h t  a  q u a n t i t y  o f  sawn b o a rd s  

from  c a r p e n t e r  Jo h n  R oper .  I n  1661, he  was on a  com m ittee  t o  

v a lu e  a  b r i d g e  b u i l t  by  Jo s h u a  F i s h e r ,  and  on 31 December 1663, 

he and  J o h n  Houghton were p a id  £ 1 :0 2 :0 0  f o r  mending a  c a r t  

b r i d g e .  He and J o h n  A l a i s  s e rv e d  a s  a  com m ittee  i n  1672 t o  

f i n d  c a r p e n t e r s  t o  b u i l d  th e  second  m e e t in g  h o u s e ,  f i n a l l y  

s e t t l i n g  on D a n ie l  Pond and Jo h n  B a k e r .  The o n ly  r e c o r d  o f  

F a i r b a n k s '  w ork  a s  a  w h e e lw r ig h t  o c c u r r e d  on 29 November 1675, 

when t h e  town p ro m ised  him t e n  s h i l l i n g s  " f o r  a  p a y re  o f  w h e e ls
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t o  l a y  t h e  g r e a t  gune v p o a . "  John  F a i r b a n k s  d i e d  on 13 November 

16S4. The i n v e n t o r y  o f  h i s  e s t a t e  t a k e n  on 10 December f o l l o w ­

in g  p ia c e d  t h e  v a l u e  o f  h i s  w o r l d ly  p o s s e s s i o n s  a t  £ 4 9 1 :0 0 :0 6 .  

I n c lu d e d  i n  t h a t  sum w ere " T u rn in g  t o o l e s  & w h e e le w r ig h t  

t o o l e s "  p r i z e d  a t  £ 8 :0 7 :0 0 . .  a  h ig h  v a l u a t i o n  t h a t  c o u ld  o n ly  

have  c o r r e s p o n d e d  t o  a  l a r g e  q u a n t i t y  o f  t o o l s .  No d o u b t  some 

o f  them  b e lo n g e d  t o  h i s  f a t h e r ,  and came t o  J o h n  when h e  

i n h e r i t e d  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  e s t a t e  i n  1 6 7 8 . ^

1642 LIEUTENANT JOSHUA FISHER was b a p t i z e d  on 2 A p r i l  1621 a t

Syleham , S u f f o l k .  The p a r i s h  r e g i s t e r  o f  Syleham n o t e s  h i s  

c h r i s t e n i n g :  "Annon Dom ini 1621. J o s h u a  F y s h e r ,  t h e  sonne  o f

J o s h u a  F y s h e r ,  was b a p t i s e d  on th e  i i  day  o f  A p r i l l e . "  J o s h u a  

th e  y ounge r  p r o b a b l y  s t a r t e d  h i s  a p p r e n t i c e s h i p  w h i l e  s t i l l  i n  

Syleham , and may have fo l lo w e d  h i s  m a s t e r  t o  t h e  New W orld ;  

when he  j o i n e d  t h e  Dedham c h u r c h  i n  1639, he was c a l l e d  a  

" s e r v a n t . "  He m a r r i e d  Mary A l d i s ,  d a u g h te r  o f  e l d e r  N a th a n  

A l d i s ,  an d  s i s t e r  o f  c a r p e n t e r  John  A l d i s ,  i n  1643. H is  f i r s t  

r e c o r d e d  work a s  a  c a r p e n t e r  d a t e s  from  17 J a n u a r y  1651, when 

i t  was a g re e d  t h a t  he w ould  " s h i n g l e  t h e  m e e t in g  house  and doe 

a l l  t h e  w orke & b e a r e  a l l  t h e  c h a rg e  t h e r e o f  t h a t  i s  t h e  

t a k e i n g  o f  t h e  o l d  c o u e r i n g  5: make th e  s p a r e s  f e i t e  & s e t  them  

on . l a y  on th e  b o a r d  s h i n g l e  & f le w e  b o a rd s  a t  one end & one 

pyramedy a t  y e s o u th  end and s h i n g l e  t h e  p e n th o u s e  o u e r  t h e  

B e l l . "  On 4 J a n u a r y  1657, he was one  o f  t h r e e  p e o p le  a p p o in t e d  

t o  s e t  up t h e  f i r s t  s a w m il l  i n  Dedham, w h ich  was o p e r a t i n g  by
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1660., and i n  w h ich  F i s h e r  r e t a i n e d  a  s h a re  o f  o w n e r s h ip .  I n

1661.. he b u i l t  a  b r i d g e  and  was a l s o  l i s t e d  a s  owning t h e  b e s t  

hcu se rn  town in  t h a t  y e a r ' s  house  v a l u a t i o n  (w o r th  £ 3 1 ) .  I n  

F e b ru ary . ,  1664. F i s h e r  was a sk ed  by t h e  t o m  t o  se e  a b o u t  

" r e p a i r i n g  and make [ in g ]  a  new g a t e  f o r  t h e  pound" a n d  was 

" a l l s o  d e s i r e d  t o  c u t t  oake  p la n k e  f i t t  t o  make a  new p a y e r

o f  s t o c k s . "  I f  t h i s  was done by  F i s h e r  a t  h i s  s a w m il l ,  i t  

would  be th e  seco n d  e a r l i e s t  r e f e r e n c e  t o  m i l l  sawn oak  known, 

t h e  f i r s t  b e in g  a t  S a l i s b u r y  p r i o r  t o  1658. J o s h u a  F i s h e r  was 

dead  by  27 A ugust  1672. No p r o b a t e  p a p e rs  f o r  him survive.'*''*'

1645 JOHN HOUGHTON was b o r n  i n  E ng land  i n  1624 and came t o

New E ng land  a b o a rd  t h e  A b i g a i l  i n  1635 a t  age  e l e v e n .  He was 

p r o b a b ly  from  E a to n  B ra y ,  B e d fo rd ,  w here  h i s  f a t h e r  was w arden  

o f  t h e  p a r i s h  c h u rc h  o f  S t .  Mary i n  1629 and 1630. J o h n  m ust 

have  r e c e i v e d  h i s  t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  woodworking t r a d e s  a f t e r  

a r r i v i n g  i n  Dedham, and  p r o b a b ly  s e r v e d  h i s  a p p r e n t i c e s h i p  

b e tw e en  1637 and 1645. R e f e r e n c e s  t o  h i s  b e in g  a  c a r p e n t e r /  

j o i n e r  and t u r n e r  a p p e a r  i n  1655, when he was p a id  f o r  making 

t h e  p u l p i t ,  communion t a b l e ,  and b a l u s t e r s  f o r  t h e  M e d f ie ld  

m e e t in g  house  ( s e e  t e x t ,  pp. 6 - 9 ,  a b o v e ) ,  and  i n  1664, when he 

b u i l t  a  b r i d g e  w i t h  J o h n  F a i r b a n k s .  By 1658 he had  m a r r i e d  

B e a t r i x  B u c k m in s te r ,  and th e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  b r o u g h t  t h e  b i r t h  

o f  t h e i r  f i r s t  c h i l d :  " R o b e r t ,  t h e  Son o f  J o h n  an d  B e a t r i x

H ough ton , was b o rn e  t h e  2 8 1"*1: 1 m o .,  1 659 ."  Two more

c h i l d r e n ,  J o h n  and  M ary, w ere  b o r n  a t  Dedham i n  t h e  n e x t  s i x
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y e a r s .  Houghton had s ig n e d  th e  p e t i t i o n  t o  s e t t l e  L a n c a s t e r  

in  1653. and removed to  t h a t  town i n  1665. The u n c o n t r o l l e d  

u se  o f  wood in  t h a t  town m ust have  t h r e a t e n e d  h i s  l i v e l i h o o d ,  

f o r  on 3 F e b r u a r y  1667 " I t  was o r d e r e d  by a  v o a t e  o f  t h e  towne 

t h a t  J o h n  Houghton sh o u ld  have L i h e r t i e  to  f a l l  T im ber i n  th e  

Comons f o r  h i s  t r a d e  use,. And I f  he t a k e  t h e  b a rk e  o f  i t  And 

s e t t  h i s  m arke vpon i t . ,  Then i t  i s  no t  L a w fu l l  f o r  any  t o  t a k e  

o r  make v s e  o f  any  such  T im b e r ."  A n t i c i p a t i n g  th e  d e s t r u c t i o n  

o f  L a n c a s t e r  i n  King P h i l i p ' s  War. Houghton moved h i s  f a m i ly  t o  

th e  s a f e t y  o f  C h a r le s to w n ,  where by  15 A p r i l  1676 he had a  

g r a n t  o f  commonage. Houghton d i e d  in  C h a r le s to w n  i n  1684 a t  

age s i x t y .  A f t e r  he was l a i d  t o  r e s t  i n  t h e  G ra n a ry  B u r i a l  

G round, h i s  f a m i ly  r e s e t t l e d  i n  L a n c a s t e r ,  w here  h i s  widow 

m a r r ie d  B en jam in  B osw orth .  I n  1706 h i s  e l d e s t  son R o b e r t ,  who 

m ust have t r a i n e d  w i t h  h i s  f a t h e r ,  r e c e i v e d  t h i r t y - s e v e n  a c r e s  

o f  la n d  i n  payment o f  "work done by him a t  t h e  m e e t in g  house"  

and  " f o r  making th e  p u l p i t "  i n  t h e  t h i r d  L a n c a s t e r  c h u rc h .

When R o b e r t  d i e d  i n  1723, h i s  i n v e n t o r y  i n c l u d e d  " T o o ls  f o r  

J o i n e r y  work" v a lu e d  a t  £ 2 : 1 2 :0 4 ,  some o f  w h ich  may have 

b e lo n g e d  t o  h i s  f a t h e r . -1"̂

1646 JOHN ALDIS was b o rn  i n  F r e s s i n g f i e l d ,  S u f f o l k ,  c .  1625. He 

came t o  New E n g lan d  w i t h  h i s  f a t h e r  N a than  A l d i s ,  and  was i n  

Dedham b y  1640. A l d i s  may have t r a i n e d  i n  Dedham w i t h  George  

B a r b e r ,  a  c a r p e n t e r  from  F r e s s i n g f i e l d  who m ust have  known h i s  

f a t h e r .  Jo h n  m a r r i e d  S a ra h  E l i o t  o f  R.oxbury on 27 Septem ber
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1650. and had f i v e  c h i l d r e n  by h e r  be tw een  1652 and 1666.

A l d i s  f i r s t  a p p e a r s  a s  a  c a r p e n t e r  on 24 F e b r u a r y  1664. when 

he  was a sked  by th e  town t o  se e  a b o u t  " r e p a y e r i n g  t h e  m e e t in g  

house  in  the  c l a p b o a r d i n g  th e  w a le s  and t h e  s e a t s  i n  t h e  e a s t  

g a l l e r y  and what e l s e  may be a t  pr s e n t  t o  be n e e d f u l l . "  I n

1672,. A l d i s  and Jo h n  F a i r b a n k s  chose  t h e  b u i l d e r s  o f  t h e  

second  m ee t in g  h o u se .  On 15 A p r i l  1674., A l d i s  was " d e p u te d  t o  

s e t  up a  p o s t  n e e r  t h e  m e e t in g  House f o r  t o  n a y le  p u b l i c a t i o n s  

vpen  a l s o  t o  s e t  up a  c o n u e n ie n t  H orse  b lo o c k  n e e r e "  and  on  

13 March 1675/76  he r e p a . i r e d  t h e  town pound. He d i e d  on 

21 December 1700 i n  Dedham. H is  in v e n to ry . ,  t a k e n  f o u r  d a y s  

a f t e r  h i s  d e a th ,  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  he may have b e e n  a  c a r v e r  a s  

w e l l  a s  a  j o i n e r :

ax e s  Ss ,
P  Q

S p ad es ,  hoes  & Saws 14 6
An a d z e ,  a u g u r s  a  S quare  & p l a i n s  13s 6^
4 c h i z e l s  4 s a  b u r s  1^
3 gouges Sc 3 S i c k l e s  2 s 
2 j o y n t e r s  & a  plow 4 s 
A hammer 1s
a k n i f e  and n e e d le  c a s e  I s 
b e e t l e  r i n g s  & 3 wedges 3^
Two L o ts  i n  t h e  g r e a t  Cedar Swamp 1 :0 :0 0  ^

1647 CORNELIUS FISHER came from  Syleham , S u f f o l k ,  t o  Dedham by 

1647, t h e  y e a r  he j o i n e d  t h e  c h u rc h .  H is  b r o t h e r s  A nthony 

an d  J o s h u a  and h i s  nephews D a n ie l  and L i e u t e n a n t  J o s h u a  w ere  

t h e r e  by th e  t im e  he a r r i v e d .  On 3 J a n u a r y  1652, he was 

a d m i t t e d  a  townsman o f  Dedham. I n  two s e p a r a t e  d e e d s  o f  

18 J u l y  and  2 F e b r u a r y  1665 he c a l l e d  h i m s e l f  " o f  Dedham i n
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New E ng land  c a r p e n t e r . "  On 4 December 1672, t h e  t o r n  " o r d e r e d

t h a t  a  b i l l  s h a l l  be g iu e n  t o  C o r n e l l  F i s h e r  t o  r e c e a u e  o f  th e

C o n s ta b le  2 0 s o u t  o f  th e  town r a t e ,  f o r  F e n c e  by him s e t  a b o u t  

t h e  b u r i a l l  p l a c e . "  Sometime a f t e r ,  he rem oved t o  Wrentham. 

w here  he d i e d  in  e a r l y  1699 . E i s  in v e n to ry . ,  t a k e n  on 20 June

o f  t h a t  year., i n c l u d e s  " C a r p e n t e r s  T o o ls "  i n  a  t o t a l  e s t a t e

v a lu e d  a t  £242 : 1 9 : OS. ^

1649 SETH SMITH was t h e  second  son  o f  Henry Sm ith  and  came w i t h  h i s

p a r e n t s  and b r o t h e r  J o h n  from  New Buckenham, N o r f o lk ,  i n  1637.

He p r o b a b ly  was t r a i n e d  i n  c a r p e n t r y  and j o i n e r y  by h i s  f a t h e r ,  

and removed w i th  him to  M e d f ie ld  by  1652. I n  t h e  1661 M e d f ie ld  

town r a t e ,  he  was t a x e d  on a n  e s t a t e  v a lu e d  a t  £ 9 2 :1 0 :0 0 .  On 

23 J a n u a r y  1676 he was p a id  two s h i l l i n g s  f o r  d o in g  work w i t h  

h i s  f a t h e r  a t  t h e  m ee t in g  h o u se .  H is  i n v e n t o r y ,  t a k e n  on 

12 A ugus t  16S2, v a lu e d  h i s  p o s s e s s i o n s  a t  £ 2 3 4 :0 3 :0 0 ,  and 

i n c l u d e d  " C a r p e n t e r s  t o o l e s ,  h o a e s  & s y t h e s "  w o r th  £ 2 :0 3 :0 6 ,  

"B oard  and T im ber"  w o r th  £ 1 : 0 4 :0 0 ,  and s e v e r a l  s h a r e s  o f  

s w a m p .^

1651 DANIEL POND f i r s t  a p p e a r s  i n  t h e  Dedham Town R e c o rd s  i n  1651,

when he was r e t a i n e d  by  L i e u t e n a n t  J o s h u a  F i s h e r  and  E l e a z e r  

L u sh e r  t o  make a l t e r a t i o n s  t o  t h e  f i r s t  m e e t in g  h o u se .  The 

w ork  r e q u i r e d  t h a t  he " v n d e r t a k e  t o  fram e & s e t  vp  2 windowes 

vpon  t h e  back  s id e  o f  y e m e e t in g  h o u s e , "  " s e t  vp  a  s u f f i c i e n t  

fram e vpon t h e  n o r t h  end  o f  y e m e e t in g  house  f o r  y e h a n g in g  o f
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ye B e l l . "  and  "make & s e t  vp one c o n u e a n ie n t  & s u f f i c i e n t  

p a y e r  o f  f le w e  b o a rd s  a t  t h e  s a i d  end o f  y e m ee t in g  h o u s e ."  

S h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  Pond m a r r i e d  A b i g a i l ,  t h e  d a u g h te r  o f  

Edward S hepa rd  o f  Cambridge,, s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  he may have l i v e d  

t h e r e  p r i o r  t o  h i s  a r r i v a l  i n  Dedham. B e f o re  h e r  d e a th  on 

5 J u l y  1661. she  b o re  him seven  c h i l d r e n .  The f o l lo w in g  

S e p tem b e r .  Pond m a r r ie d  Ann S h ep a rd  (no r e l a t i o n  o f  h i s  f i r s t  

w i f e )  and had  se v en  more c h i l d r e n  by  1680.

P o n d 's  lo n g  c a r e e r  i n  c a r p e n t r y  p r o v e s  him t o  have b een

one o f  t h e  m ost a c t i v e  Dedham c r a f t s m e n .  He was r e p e a t e d l y

c a l l e d  on t o  do work on th e  t o w n 's  m e e t in g  h o u s e s .  I n  1662,

he was " f r e e d  o f  h i s  highway w orke f o r  7 y e a r s  f o r  b u i l d i n g

th e  g a l l a r i e  i n  t h e  m ee t in g  h o u s e , "  and  i n  1669 he  was p a id

f o r  " a l t e r i n g  t h e  2 s e a t s  i n  t h e  m e e t in g  h o u s e . "  On

10 F e b r u a r y  1672 he and J o h n  B a k e r ,  who may have been  one o f

h i s  a p p r e n t i c e s ,  were c h o se n  by Jo h n  A l d i s  and  J o h n  F a i r b a n k s

t o  b u i l d  t h e  seco n d  m e e t in g  h o u s e .  The b u i l d i n g  was p r o b a b ly

c o m p le te d  by 1674, when Pond r e c e i v e d  £ 4 7 :0 5 :0 0  f o r  h i s  s h a r e

o f  t h e  w ork . I n  1675 he b u i l t  two more s e a t s  i n  t h e  c h u rc h ,

t  b.and i n  1677, t h e  town "A greed  w Ser  Ponae t o  b u i l d  a  s e a t  a t  

t h e  t a b l e  i n  th e  m e e t in g  H o u s e ."  I n  1681, h e  was a g a in  p a id  

f o r  making " t h e  two L a s t  s e a t e s  r u n  t h e  n o r t h  s id e  o f  t h e  

m e e t in g  h o u se  i n t o  t h r e  f o r t h w i t h  f o r  Boyes t o  S i t  i n , "  f o r  

w h ich  he r e c e i v e d  a d d i t i o n a l  r e im b u r s e m e n ts  i n  1683 and 1685.
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Pond s e rv e d  a s  a  s e le c tm a n  b e g in n in g  i n  1660. was made a  

f reem an  o f  t h e  c o lo n y  i n  1690; and a t t a i n e d  th e  r a n k  o f  

L i e u t e n a n t  i n  th e  m i l i t i a  b e f o r e  h i s  d e a th  on 4 F e b r u a r y  1697. 

H is  i n v e n t o r y  i n c l u d e d  " C a r p e n t e r  T o o ls  3 : 0 :0 "  i n  a t o t a l  

e s t a t e  p r i z e d  a t  £ 1 S 5 :1 9 :0 0 .  P o n d 's  son R o b e r t  was one o f  t h e  

two c a r p e n t e r s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  s a v in g  th e  two c a rv e d  p a n e ls  

from  H o u g h to n 's  M e d f ie ld  p u l p i t  i n  1706 ( s e e  t e x t ;  pp .  1 -2 ;

x 16a o o v e ; .

1655 THOMAS MASON came t o  New E n g la n d  w i t h  h i s  f a t h e r  R o b e r t  from  

N a id o n .  E sse x ;  a s  a  c h i l d ;  and  was l i v i n g  i n  Dedham b y  1642.

He must have t r a i n e d  i n  t h e  shop  o f  one o f  th e  S u f f o l k  c r a f t s ­

men w o rk in g  i n  Dedham b e tw e en  1642 and 1649. By 1652 he was 

o f  M e d f ie ld ;  and on 2 3 A p r i l  1653 he m a r r ie d  M argery  P a r t r i d g e ;  

who b o r e  him s i x  c h i l d r e n  b e tw e e n  1655 and 1669. M a so n 's  

a b i l i t y  t o  do j o i n e r ' s  work i s  p ro v en  by an a c c o u n t  i n  t h e

M e d f ie ld  Town R e c o rd s  o f  26 May 1655:

Thomas mason t h e  town I n d e b t e d  
t o  him f o r  p l a n k s  0 - 1 2 -6  

p a id  t o  thom as mason by t h e  town
R a te  f o r  t h e  s e a t i n g  o f  t h e  m e e t t i n g  Hous 0 - 5 - 7

B ecau se  Jo h n  T h u r s to n  i n s t a l l e d  most o f  th e  s e a t i n g  i n  t h e

f i r s t  m e e t in g  house  o f  M e d f ie ld ;  i t  may be  t h a t  Mason was

w o rk in g  u n d e r  h i s  a e g i s  and may have  been  one o f  h i s  fo rm e r

a p p r e n t i c e s .  Mason w as k i l l e d  b y  th e  I n d i a n s  on 21 F e b r u a r y
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1675. On 20 A p r i l  1676. "The I n v e n t o r y  o f  ye E s t a t e  o f  

Thomas Mason o f  M e a d fe i ld  t h a t  ye enemy L e f t "  v a lu e d  h i s  

e s t a t e  a t  £ 2 2 6 : 0 0 : 0 0 . ^

1658 THOMAS THURSTON was th e  e l d e s t  son o f  Jo h n  and M a rg re t

T h u r s to n .  He was p ro b a b ly  b o rn  i n  Wrentham, S u f f o l k ,  a n d  came 

t o  Dedham w i t h  h i s  p a r e n t s  i n  l a t e  1639. He u n d o u b te d ly  

l e a r n e d  woodworking s k i l l s  from h i s  f a t h e r ,  and i s  c a l l e d  " o f  

M e d f ie ld ,  c a r p e n t e r "  i n  a  deed w i t h  D a n ie l  M orse d a t e d  2 J u l y  

1652. He m a r r ie d  S a ra h  T h a x te r  o f  Hingham on 13 December 

1555, and had t e n  c h i l d r e n  by h e r  b e f o r e  she  d i e d  on 

1 Sep tem ber 167S. On 16 A p r i l  1669, t h e  town o f  M e d f ie ld  

p a id  "Thomas T h u r s tu n  f o r  worke a t  t h e  S c h o o le  h o u se  0 0 :0 2 :0 S " ;  

t h i s  r e f e r e n c e ,  p r o b a b ly  o n ly  f o r  a  d a y ' s  w ork , i s  t h e  o n ly  

r e c o r d e d  i n s t a n c e  o f  h i s  p r a c t i c i n g  h i s  t r a d e .  He removed t o  

Wrentham a f t e r  t h a t  town was i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  1673, and d i e d  

t h e r e  on 20 May 1704. P r i z e d  i n  h i s  i n v e n t o r y  o f  9 F e b r u a r y  

f o l l o w i n g  w ere " C a r p e n t e r s  T o o le s  4 : 1 6 : 8 . "  H is  t o t a l  e s t a t e  

was v a lu e d  a t  £ 5 6 3 : 1 7 : 1 1 . ^

1660 JOSEPH THURSTON was th e  t h i r d  son o f  Jo h n  and M a rg re t

T h u r s to n ,  and th e  b r o t h e r  o f  Thomas T h u r s to n .  He was b o rn  on 

13 Sep tem ber 1640, soon a f t e r  h i s  p a r e n t s  a r r i v e d  i n  Dedham 

from  Salem , and  was b a p t i z e d  two d a y s  l a t e r .  L ik e  h i s  b r o t h e r ,  

h e ,  t o o ,  m ust have l e a r n e d  th e  s k i l l s  o f  c a r p e n t r y  and j o i n e r y  

from  h i s  f a t h e r .  He was p r o b a b ly  w o rk in g  by  1660, when he
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f i r s t  a p p e a re d  on th e  M e d f ie ld  town r a t e  w i t h  an e s t a t e  o f

£ 3 3 :0 0 :0 0 .  L a t e r  t h a t  year., how ever, he removed to  J a m a ic a .

Long I s l a n d ,  where i n  1663 or s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r  he m a r r ie d

Anne F o s t e r ,  widow o f  Thomas F o s t e r  o f  L a u r a l e a .  T h u r s to n

must have had a  l a r g e  f a m i l y ,  f o r  i n  t h e  r a t e  r e t u r n s  f o r

J a m a ic a  f o r  t h e  seven  y e a r s  p r i o r  to  16S3 he r e p o r t e d  one

m a r r i a g e ,  e i g h t  c h r i s t e n i n g s ,  and  one d e a th .  He d ie d  a t  age

f o r t y - e i g h t  i n  1688, and h i s  i n v e n t o r y  l i s t e d  t h r e e  a u g u r s ,

se v en  a x e s  o f  v a r i o u s  s i z e s ,  a  handsaw , two b ro a d  c h i s e l s ,  a

n a rro w  c h i s e l ,  a  gouge , a  d r a w k n i f e ,  a  c r o s s c u t  saw, b e e t l e s ,

w edges ,  p i n c e r s ,  two g r e a t  g i m b l e t s ,  and " tw o p i e c e s  o f  c h a i r "

among an e s t a t e  v a lu e d  a t  £ 2 2 0 :0 0 :0 0 .  B e c a u se  T h u r s to n  was

t r a i n e d  i n  th e  S u f f o l k  d i a l e c t ,  he p r o b a b ly  c a r r i e d  t h a t  w i t h

him t o  h i s  new l o c a t i o n  n e a r  New York C i t y ,  t h u s  a d d in g  y e t

a n o th e r  v a r i a n t  t o  an  a r e a  a l r e a d y  s e t t l e d  by th e  D utch ,

19F r e n c h ,  E n g l i s h ,  and  G erm ans .~

1662 THOMAS BOYDEN a r r i v e d  i n  New E n g lan d  i n  1634. He had embarked 

a t  Ip s w ic h ,  S u f f o l k ,  a s  a  " j o i n e r ,  a e .  21" on 30 A p r i l  o f  t h a t  

y e a r  on t h e  s h ip  F r a n c i s .  The p l a c e  o f  h i s  b i r t h  i s  unrecorded, 

b u t  he seems t o  have come from  t h e  a n c e s t r a l  v i l l a g e  o f  B oy ton , 

o n ly  a b o u t  t e n  m i l e s  from  I p s w ic h .  He may have been  t r a i n e d  a s  

a  j o i n e r  i n  e i t h e r  p l a c e .  A f t e r  l a n d i n g  i n  New E n g la n d ,  he 

s e t t l e d  f i r s t  a t  S c i t u a t e ,  where t h e  R e v e ren d  Jo h n  L o th rop  

n o te d  h i s  a c c e p ta n c e  i n t o  h i s  c o n g r e g a t i o n :  "Thomas B o iden ,

B r o th e r  G i l s o n s  S e rv a u n t  jo y n e d  May 17, 1635 ."  H is  m a s t e r ,
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W ill ia m  G i l s o n ,  was t . , e  t o w n 's  f i r s t  m i l l e r .  Boyden was 

p ro b a b ly  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  f i r s t  w i n d m i l l  

a t  S c i t u a t e ,  w h ich  was owned and o p .- ra te d  by G i l s o n .  B ecau se  

Boyden was th e  f i r s t  known j o i n e r  to  have b e e n  w o rk in g  a t  

S c i t u a t e ,  he  may a l s o  have made some, i f  n o t  a l l ,  o f  t h e  

f u r n i t u r e  so c a r e f u l l y  i t e m iz e d  i n  h i s  m a s t e r ' s  i n v e n t o r y  i n  

1639:

one f ram ed  b e d s t e e d 00:: 15:: 00
one fram ed T a b le 00 :0 8 ::00
two g r e a t  c h e s t s 00:: 10 :00
two smale c h e s t s 00::01 :00
1 jo y n ed  c h a i r e 00:: 01 :00
t h r e e  smale c h a i r e s 00::01 :00
1 smale ta b  le 00:: 00::04
1 s t o o l e 00 :00 :02
1 sm ale  fo rm 00::00 :02
1 jo y n e d  c u p b o a rd 00 :02 :00

By 1639 Boyden had m a r r i e d  h i s  f i r s t  w i f e ,  F r a n c e s ,  and had  

removed t o  W ate rtow n , where h i s  f i r s t  so n ,  Thomas, was b o r n  on 

26 Septem ber 1639. I n  t h e  e n s u in g  e le v e n  y e a r s ,  t h r e e  more 

c h i l d r e n  w ere  b o m  i n  W ate rtow n . On 23 May 1647, Boyden was 

made a  freem an  o f  t h e  Bay C o lony . By 27 M arch 1650 he had 

removed h i s  f a m i ly  t o  Muddy R iv e r  ( B r o o k l i n e ) ,  w h e re  two more 

c h i l d r e n  were b o rn  b e f o r e  h i s  w i f e  d ie d  on  17 M arch  1658. The 

f o l lo w in g  November he m a r r i e d  Hannah, t h e  r e l i c t  o f  J o s e p h  

Morse o f  D o r c h e s t e r  and M e d f i e ld .  I n  a  d eed  o f  22 A u gus t  1660, 

Boyden conveyed  h i s  l a n d s  a t  Muddy R iv e r  t o  J o s h u a  S c o t to w ,  a  

B o s to n  j o i n e r  w i t h  whom he may have  b e e n  w e l l  a c q u a i n t e d .  I f  

Boyden had a  sh o p ,  i t  was p r o b a b ly  i n c lu d e d  i n  t h e  p r o p e r t y
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t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  S c o t to w .  Soyden th e n  removed h i s  f a m i ly  t o  a  

house  i n  Sudbury Lane,. B o s to n .

I n  1660,. t h e  s e t t l i n g  o f  J o s e p h  H o r s e ' s  e s t a t e  in  M e d f i e ld

p ro v id e d  t h a t  Boyden s h o u ld  c a r e  f o r  th e  Morse c h i l d r e n  u n t i l

t h e y  had m a r r i e d  o r  r e a c h e d  t h e i r  m a j o r i t i e s .  I n  r e t u r n  f o r

t h e  Morse p r o p e r t y ,  he  was d i r e c t e d  by th e  S u f f o l k  County

P r o b a te  C o u r t  t o  g iv e  e a c h  c h i l d  £ 2 6 :1 3 :0 4  and  see  t h a t  t h e y

were t a u g h t  t o  r e a d  an d  w r i t e .  The y o u n g e s t  M orse c h i l d  u n d e r

B oydenxs g u a r d i a n s h i p  was J e r e m ia h ,  who may have t r a i n e d  w i t h

h i s  s t e p f a t h e r  w h i l e  l e a r n i n g  t h e  w h e e l w r ig h t 1s t r a d e .  Boyden

was th u s  bound by  t h e  c o u r t  f o r  th e  sum o f  £ 1 8 0 :0 0 :0 0  i n  a

d e p o s i t i o n  o f  27 J u n e  1665, i n  w h ich  he s t y l e d  h i m s e l f  " l a t e

o f  B o s to n ,  now o f  M e a d f i e l d . "  The a g reem en t  wTa s  w i t n e s s e d  b y

Jo h n  F e r n i s i d e ,  a n o t h e r  B o s to n  j o i n e r  w i t h  whom he  m igh t  have

w orked w h i le  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  P lym outh  Colony p r i o r  t o  1639.

Boyden s o ld  h i s  p r o p e r t y  in  Sudbury Lane on 12 Sep tem ber  1662,

and ramoved t o  M e d f ie ld  s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r .  On 24 F e b r u a r y

1667, t h e  s e le c tm e n  o f  M e d f ie ld  p a id  "Thomas Boydon f o r  a  d a y s

work w i t h  h i s  team  a t  [ th e ]  s c h o o l l  house  0 - 5 - 0 . "  I n  I67S h e

was o f  M e d f ie ld  when he s u b s c r i b e d  "o n e  b u s h e l  o f  w hea t  t o  t h e

new b r i c k  c o l l e g e "  a t  H a r v a rd ,  and  i n  1682 he  w as c h o s e n  a

t i t h in g m a n  o f  M e d f i e ld .  H is  u n r e c o r d e d  d e a t h  must have

o c c u r r e d  sometim e t h e r e a f t e r .  Boyden had a  s o n ,  Thomas, who

20was a  j o i n e r  i n  G ro to n .
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1665 BENJAMIN CLARK was th e  son o f  J o s e p h  C lark .,  who was o f  Dedham 

i n  1640 and M e d f ie ld  in  1651. He was b o rn  i n  Dedham i n  1644.

I n  1665 he m a r r i e d  D orcas  Morse., and i n  166S was g r a n t e d  a 

house  l o t  " n e a r  th e  way a s  you go o u t  a t  N a n t a s k e t , "  e i t h e r  i n  

t h e  tow ns o f  Hingham o r  H u l l .  However, he re m a in e d  i n  M e d f ie ld  

and f o l lo w e d  t h e  t r a d e  o f  a  w h e e lw r ig h t ,  a c c o r d in g  t o  T i ld e n .  

C l a r k  and h i s  f a m i ly  saw t h e i r  house  b u rn e d  by th e  I n d i a n s  in  

1676, b u t  r e t u r n e d  t o  r e b u i l d  i n  t h e  same s p o t .  C l a r k  became 

a  f re e m a n  i n  1682. On 30 November 1685, he a g r e e d  w i t h  t h e  

s e le c tm e n  t o  " t a k e  c a r e  f o r  ye f a l l i n g ,  d r a w in g ,  & s q u i r i n g  o f  

t im b e r "  f o r  t h e  r e b u i l d i n g  o f  th e  G r e a t  B r id g e .  On 25 F e b r u a r y  

169 6, t h e r e  was "d u e  t o  B en jam in  C la rk e  f o r  work a t  ye m ee t t in g -  

h o u s e -  0 - 3 - 0 . "  H is  i n v e n t o r y ,  t a k e n  20 J a n u a r y  1724, v a lu e d  

h i s  e s t a t e  a t  £ 5 6 9 :1 2 :1 0 .^ *

1665 NATHANIEL FRENCH was a c t i v e  i n  Dedham f o r  o n ly  a b o u t  t h r e e

y e a r s ,  a p p e a r in g  in  th e  C o u n try  R a te s  f o r  1665, 1666, and 1667. 

On 1 J a n u a r y  1665 th e  town " G ra n te d  t o  N a t b a n e e l l  F re n c h  

L i b e r t i e  t o  t a k e  so  much t im b e r  i n  th e  Townes comon a s  may make 

6 p a y e r  o f  w h e e le s  t o  be s o ld  & v s e d  i n  t h i s  Tow ne."  He was 

s t i l l  a c t i v e  on 2 O c to b e r  1667, when "Vpon t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  

N a t h a n e e l l  F r e n c h  L i b e r t y  i s  g r a n t e d  to  him  t o  f e l l  such  

Tim ber f o r  t h e  v s e  o f  h i s  T ra d e  a s  he s h a l l  emproue f o r  any  

[o f]  t h e  I n h a b i t a n t s  o f  t h i s  Towne p v id e d  he f e l l  i t  w i t h i n  

t h e  Comon l a n d s  o f  t h e  Towne. and  be c a r e f u l l  t h a t  he w a s te  no 

t i m b e r . "  A f t e r  1667 he d i s a p p e a r s  from  t h e  Dedham Town
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R e c o rd s .  He may have been th e  N a t h a n i e l  F re n c h  who m a r r ie d  

Mary T i s d a l e  in  T au n to n  on 9 J a n u a r y  1677. and d i e d  on 14 June  

1711; i f  so .  he had s to p p e d  w ork ing  i n  h i s  t r a d e  by th e  t im e

■7 0
o f  h i s  d e a t h . “

1665 JOHN FRATT o f  M e d f ie ld  was p r o b a b ly  t h e  son o f  t h e  " Jo h n  P r a t "  

who j o i n e d  th e  D o r c h e s t e r  c o n g r e g a t i o n  on 27 J a n u a r y  1642. He 

□ay have b een  among th e  D o r c h e s t e r  c o n t i n g e n t  t h a t  m ig ra te d  t o  

M e d f ie ld  when J o h n  W ilson , J r . ,  c o a d j u t o r  o f  th e  D o r c h e s te r  

c h u rc h  u n d e r  R ic h a rd  M a th e r ,  was c a l l e d  t o  t a k e  c h a rg e  o f  t h e  

M e d f ie ld  c o n g r e g a t i o n  i n  1653. P r a t t  i s  n o t e d  by T i ld e n  a s  

h a v in g  b e e n  a  c a r p e n t e r ,  h a v in g  s h in g l e d  " t h e  new end o f  th e  

r e t t i n g  h o u s e ,  and  t h e  s id e  o f  th e  o ld  house  n e x t  t o  t h e  new 

end  a t  1 6 s .  a  t h o u s a n t ,  t o  be done b e f o r e  t h e  15 o f  Ju n e  

1 6 6 5 ."  P r a t t ' s  i n v e n t o r y ,  t a k e n  a t  M e d f ie ld  on 29 August 1707, 

l i s t e d  " C a r p e n t r y  T o o ls "  i n  a  t o t a l  e s t a t e  v a lu e d  a t  

£ 1 5 8 : 0 7 :0 4 .23

1666 JOHN BAKER was b o rn  i n  Lynn, M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  i n  1645, and was 

l i v i n g  i n  Dedham a t  l e a s t  by 17 December 1668, t h e  d a te  o f  h i s  

m a r r i a g e  t o  A b i g a i l ,  d a u g h te r  o f  D a n ie l  F i s h e r .  H is  f i r s t  

m a jo r  u n d e r t a k in g  in  t h e  c a r p e n t r y  t r a d e  came i n  1672, when he 

and D a n ie l  Pond b u i l t  t h e  second  Dedham m e e t in g  h o u s e .  B a k e r ' s  

a b i l i t y  t o  make f u r n i t u r e  i s  docum ented  i n  t h e  town r e c o r d  o f

6 J a n u a r y  1678, when h e  was " G r a n t e d . . .  l i b e r t y  t o  t a k e  a 

C h esnu t  t r e e :  f o r  a  t a b l e  l e a f e  o f  h i s  own u s e . "  The u s e  o f
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c h e s t n u t  i n  s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  A m erican  f u r n i t u r e  h a s  a p p e a re d  

p r e v i o u s l y  on ly  i n  t h e  d ra w e r  and c h e s t  b o t to m  b o a rd s  in  

o b j e c t s  from  t h e  E a s t  N a r r a g a n s e t t  r e g i o n ,  and  i n  a  c h e s t  o f  

d ra w e rs  w i th  d o o r s  made i n  B o s to n .  T ha t  B aker u se d  c h e s t n u t  

i n  Dedham on more t h a n  o n e  o c c a s io n  i s  p ro v e n  by an  e a r l i e r  

e n t r y  in  t h e  Dedham Town R e c o rd s  f o r  7 J a n u a r y  1677, when 

l i b e r t y  was g r a n t e d  him " t o  f e l l  . . . a  tu n e  o f  C h e s n u t :  t im b e r "

C

f o r  w h ich  th e  town " R e s e a iu e d :  o f :  John  B aker i n  mony 1 f o r  on 

Tune o f  C hesnu t t i m b e r / '  a  p a r t i a l  payment made o n  6 J a n u a r y  

1678. L ike  most c a r p e n t e r s ,  B aker a l s o  s e rv e d  a s  a  p r o c u r e r  o f  

r im b e r .  On 14 May 1677, he was a p p o in t e d  to  s a t i s f y  E l e a z e r  

L u s h e r ' s  " r e q u e s t  t o  have a  t r e e  o r  two f o r  a  g r o u [ n d ] s e l  f o r  

h i s  B a r n e ."  B a k e r ' s  w i l l  o f  2 O c to b e r  1713 m e n t io n s  t h a t  he  

had a  son  Samuel t o  whom he had " g i v e n . . . a  t r a d e " ;  no in v e n to r y  

f o r  Baker s u r v i v e s . ^

1672 JEREMIAH MORSE was b o rn  a t  Dedham on 10 J u n e  1651, t h e  s e v e n th  

c h i l d  o f  J o s e p h  and Hannah M orse . He was b r o u g h t  up and  p e r ­

h aps  t r a i n e d  i n  M e d f ie ld  by h i s  s t e p f a t h e r ,  Thomas Boyden.

M orse i s  s a id  to  have f o l lo w e d  th e  w h e e l w r ig h t ’ s t r a d e ,  th o u g h  

he p r o b a b ly  made m ost o f  h i s  l i v i n g  by owning and o p e r a t i n g  

th e  saw m ill  a t  Wrentham. He m a r r i e d  E l i z a b e t h  Hamant be tw een  

1672 and  1678, and had  t e n  c h i l d r e n  by h e r  b e tw e en  1678 and 

1704. He d i e d  on 19 F e b r u a r y  1715. H is  w i l l  m e n t io n e d  h i s  

" h o u se  an d  shop" and h i s  i n v e n t o r y  o f  13 M arch 1715 /16  

in c lu d e d
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To S e v e r a l  S o r t s  o f  T o o l
To Ten a c r e s  o f  Land and f o u r  i n  Wrentham a l l

l y i n g  n e a r  t h e  Saw M i l l  i n  two p a r c e l l s  7 :0 0 :0 0  
To a  Saw M i l l  one A cre  a t  t h e  Darning and 3 a c r e s  

o f  Meadow i t  f lo w e s  i n  Wrentham 4 0 :0 0 :0 0  
To F iv e  A c re s  o f  p in e  Swamp in  Wrentham 2 :1 0 :0 0

?5
The t o t a l  v a lu e  o f  h i s  e s t a t e  was £ 3 7 2 : 0 7 :0 6 .“
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4 ( 1 8 5 0 ) ,  274.

" S c i t u a t e  and B a r n s t a b l e  C hurch  R e c o r d s , "  i n  New E ng land  H i s t o r i c -  
G e n e a lo g i c a l  R e g i s t e r ,  9 (1 8 5 5 ) ,  2 7 9 -2 8 7 .

S u f f o l k  C cuntv  D eed s . B o s to n :  R o ck w el l  and  C h u r c h i l l ,  1880.

S u f f o l k  C ouatv  P r o b a te  R e c o rd s .  B o s to n ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s .

O th e r  ? .eco rds

C a ta lo g s  o f  t h e  C o l l e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  M e d f ie ld  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  ms. in  
v a u l t ,  M e d f ie ld  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  M e d f ie ld ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s .

R e g i s t r a r ' s  F i l e ,  The Dedham H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  Dedham, M a s s a c h u s e t t s .

R e g i s t r a r ' s  F i l e ,  The Henry F r a n c i s  du P o n t  W in te r th u r  Museum, 
W in t e r t h u r ,  D e law are .

C o r re sp o n d e n c e

A g iu s ,  P a u l i n e ,  t o  a u t h o r ,  3 J a n u a r y  1978.

H anson, R o b e r t ,  t o  a u t h o r ,  28 November 1977.

H ard y , J o h n ,  t o  a u t h o r ,  15 December 1977.

T h u r s to n ,  F r a n k ,  to  a u t h o r ,  2 December 1977.

T h u r s to n ,  F r a n k ,  to  a u t h o r ,  15 December 1977.

W e l l s - C o le ,  A n thony , to  a u t h o r ,  9 M arch 1978.

W e l l s - C o le ,  A n thony , t o  a u t h o r ,  31 M arch 1978.

W e l l s -  C o le ,  A nthony, t o  Form an, Benno, 9 March 1978.
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NOTES TO TEXT

■̂ ■Samuel M a v er ick .  "A B r i e f e  D i s c r i p t i o n  o f  New Eng land  and th e  
S e v e r a l l  Townes t h e r e i n ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  P r e s e n t  Governm ent t h e r e o f , "  
i n  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  P r o c e e d in g s ,  2nd s e r .  1 (18S4- 
18S5) : 238. B ecause  o n ly  two o f  t h e  D edham -M edfie ld  o b j e c t s  r e t a i n
t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  l i d s ,  a l l  m easu rem en ts  g i v e n  i n  c a p t i o n s  do_ n o t  a c c o u n t  
f o r  l i d  d im e n s io n s .  The two exam ples  w h ic h  r e t a i n  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  l i d s  
a r e  th e  c h e s t  i n  t h e  W in te r th u r  c o l l e c t i o n  and  t h e  b o x  owned by  th e  
M e t r o p o l i t a n  Museum o f  A r t .  A l l  d a t e s  i n  t h e  t e x t  a r e  i n  t h e  Old 
S t v l e . w i t h  t h e  new y e a r  b e g in n in g  on t h e  t w e n t y - f i f t h  day  o f  March. 
T h e r e f o r e ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  J u l y ,  1646, comes b e f o r e  J a n u a r y ,  1646. I n  
q u o t in g  s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  t e x t u a l  p a s s a g e s ,  a l l  s u p e r s c r i p t  l e t t e r s  
have been  r e d u c e d  t o  l i n e ,  and c o n t r a c t i o n s  su c h  a s  w t h , v e , jo, and 
c e n t . have b e e n  expanded  t o  w i t h ,  t h e , p e r , and  h u n d r e d . Ampersands 
have b een  r e t a i n e d ,  a s  have  a l l  p e r i o d  s p e l l i n g s .

-T he  f o u r  tow ns and t h e i r  d a t e s  o f  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  w ere M e d f ie ld  
(1 6 5 1 ) ,  Wrentham (1 6 7 3 ) ,  Needham (1 7 1 1 ) ,  and B e l l in g h a m  (1 7 1 9 ) .  For 
th e  o n ly  s tu d y  t h a t  t r e a t s  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  l a n d  o w n e rsh ip  p a t t e r n s  
i n  Dedham see  K enne th  A. L o c k r id g e ,  A New E n g la n d  Town The F i r s t  
Hundred Y e a rs  (New York: W. W. N o r to n  & Company, 1 9 7 0 ) ,  c h .  6.

^David G rayson  A l l e n ,  " I n  E n g l i s h  Ways: The Movement o f
S o c i e t i e s  and t h e  T r a n s f e r a l  o f  E n g l i s h  L o c a l  Law and  Custom t o  
M a s s a c h u s e t t s  Bay, 1600-1690" (Ph .D . d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
W is c o n s in ,  1 9 7 4 ) ,  p .  423n , c o n t a i n s  t h e  m ost r e c e n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  
a v a i l a b l e  r e g a r d i n g  th e  E n g l i s h  b a c kg round  o f  Dedham s e t t l e r s .  A l l e n  
m a i n t a i n s  t h a t  3 7 .5  p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  p re -1 6 6 0  s e le c tm e n  can  be  t r a c e d  
t o  towns i n  E a s t  A n g l i a .

c u r s o r y  s u rv e y  made by  th e  a u th o r  o f  th e  e m ig r a n t s  from t h e  
t h r e e  e a s t e r n  c o u n t i e s  o f  E ng land  l i s t e d  a s  s e t t l i n g  i n  Dedham by 
C h a r le s  Edward Banks i n  h i s  T o p o g r a p h ic a l  D i c t i o n a r y  o f  2885 E n g l i s h  
Im m ig ra n ts  t o  New Eng land  1620- 1650 ( B a l t im o r e :  S o u th e rn  Book
Company, 1 9 5 7 ) ,  pp . 3 9 -5 4 ,  1 1 5 -124 , 1 4 9 -1 6 6 ,  shows t h a t  o f  t h e  
t h i r t y - n i n e  h e a d s  o f  h o u s e h o ld  m e n t io n e d ,  21  ( 5 3 .1  p e r c e n t )  came from 
e i g h t  towns i n  e a s t e r n  S u f f o l k ,  11 (28 p e r c e n t )  came from  n in e  towns 
i n  s o u t h e a s t e r n  N o r f o lk ,  and 7 (1 7 .9  p e r c e n t )  came from  f i v e  towns i n  
E s s e x .  F o r  s p e c i f i c  i n f o r m a t io n  on Dedham s e t t l e r s  from  F r e s s i n g f i e l d ,  
S u f f o l k ,  see  t h e  New E ng land  H i s t o r i c -G e n e a l o g i c a l  R e g i s t e r  ( h e r e a f t e r  
NEEGR), 79 (1 9 2 5 ) :  339.
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^See Hans K u ra th  and Guy S. Lowman, J r . ,  The D i a l e c t a l  
S t r u c t u r e  o f  S o u th e rn  E n g la n d : P h o n o lo g ic a l  E v idence  ( U n i v e r s i t y  o f
A labam a: U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Alabama P re ss , .  1976) and  H a ro ld  O r to n  and
P h i l l i p  M. T i l l i n g ,  The E a s t  M id land  C o u n t ie s  and E a s t  A n g l i a ,  v o l .  3 
o f  The Survey o f  E n g l i s h  D i a l e c t s  (B) The B a s ic  M a t e r i a l s  (L e ed s :
E . J .  A rno ld  & Son. 1 9 7 1 ) .  pp. i - i i j  e t  p a s s im . K u ra th  and  Lowman's 
a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  e a s t e r n  S u f f o l k / s o u t h e a s t e r n  N o r f o lk  a r e a  a s  a  
d i s t i n c t  l i n g u i s t i c  s u b - c u l t u r e  i s  c o n f i rm e d  by  th e  p h o n e t i c  
s i m i l a r i t i e s  in  O r ton  and T i l l i n g ' s  r e t u r n s  from  N o r f o lk  l o c a t i o n s  10; 
12,, and 13 and S u f f o l k  l o c a t i o n s  2 and 3 .

^C a ta lo g  o f  th e  C o l l e c t i o n s  o f  th e  M e d f ie ld  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  
(bound MS i n  th e  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  M e d f ie ld  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ) ;  
pp . 4 1 1 -4 1 2 .

'W il l ia m  S. T i l d e n ;  H i s t o r y  o f  M e d f ie ld .  M a s s a c h u s e t t s , 1650-  
1S86 (B o s to n :  George H. E l l i s , .  1887 );  p .  115.

^M e d f ie ld  Town R e c o rd s  ( h e r e a f t e r  NTR),. q u o te d  i n  T i ld e n , .  
H i s t o r y  o f  M e d f i e I d . p. 113.

“MER (MS bound vo lum es i n  M e d f ie ld  Town O f f i c e ) ;  unpaged,, 
m e e t in g  o f  14 J a n u a r y  1655.

-^MTR,. m e e t in g  o f  10 J u n e  1657.

^ A  s i m i l a r  i n s t a n c e  o f  l u n e t t e s  and  s - s c r o l l s  b e i n g  u s e d  on 
th e  to p  r a i l s  o f  two c h e s t s  a p p e a r  on two exam ples  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  
hand  o r  shop o f  Thomas M u l l i n e r  o f  New Haven. The c h e s t s  a r e  i l l u s ­
t r a t e d  i n  P a t r i c i a  E. Kane; F u r n i t u r e  o f  t h e  New Haven C o lo n y  The 
S e v e n te e n th -C e n tu ry  S t y l e  (New Haven: The New Haven C o lo n y  H i s t o r i c a l
S o c i e t y ;  1973),- p l a t e  I .  and Dean F .  F a i l e y ; Long I s l a n d  i s  My N a t io n  
( S e t a u k e t ;  New Y ork :  S o c i e t y  f o r  t h e  P r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  Long I s l a n d

A n t i q u i t i e s , .  1 9 77 ) ;  p . 33.

^ H u g h  Braun,. P a r i s h  C h u rch es  (London: F a b e r  an d  F a b e r ;  1 9 7 0 ) ;
p .  2C7.

• ^ C o n t r a c t  o f  11 November 1658 be tw een  th e  town o f  M alden and 
Jo b  Lane; c a r p e n t e r ;  c a l l s  f o r  "The p u l p i t t  and c o v e r  t o  b e  o f  
w a i n s c o t t  t o  c o n te y n e  f f i v e  o r  s i x  p e r s o n s . "  Q uoted  i n  M a r ia n  C ard  
D o n n e l ly ;  The New Eng land  M e e t in g  Houses o f  th e  S e v e n te e n th  C e n tu ry  
(M idd le tow n : W esleyan U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ;  1968 );  p .  138.

^ D o n n e l l y ;  New E ng land  M e e t in g  H ouses ,  p .  107. D o n n e l l y ' s  
c o n c l u s i o n s  c o n c e r n in g  th e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  a  " P u r i t a n  P l a i n  S t y l e "  d i f f e r  
w i t h  t h o s e  o f  o t h e r  s c h o l a r s ;  su c h  a s  t h o s e  e x p r e s s e d  i n  A n thony  
G a rv a n ;  "The P r o t e s t a n t  P l a i n  S t y l e  B e fo re  1630 ;"  J o u r n a l  o f  t h e  
S o c i e t y  o f  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  H i s t o r i a n s ,  9 ,  n o .  3 ( O c t . ;  1 9 5 0 ) :  5 - 1 3 .
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-̂-’The Sudbury t a b l e  i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  and d i s c u s s e d  i n  R o b e r t  F .  
T re n t , ,  "The J o i n e r s  and J o i n e r y  o f  M id d le s e x  C oun ty ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  
1 6 3 0 -1 7 3 0 ,"  i n  A r t s  o f  th e  A n g lo - A raerican  Community i n  t h e  S e v e n te e n th  
C e n tu rv ,  e d .  I a n  M. G. Quimby ( C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e :  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s  o f  
V i r g i n i a  f o r  The Henry F r a n c i s  du Pont W in t e r t h u r  Museum, 1 974 ) ,  
pp . 140, 142; th e  S a l i s b u r y  exam ple i s  d i s c u s s e d  i n  P h i l i p  J o h n s to n ,
A r t  i n  1 7 th  C e n tu rv  New E n g land  ( H a r t f o r d :  The W adsworth Atheneum,
1 9 7 7 ) ,  p .  33 .

•*-% illiam  R o tc h  W are, e d . ,  The G e o rg ia n  P e r io d ,  12 v o l s .
(B o s to n :  A m erican  A r c h i t e c t  and B u i l d in g  News C o . ,  1S9S), 1 :  p l a t e  26.

The c h e s t  was l a t e r  i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  M a r ta  K. S i r o n e n ,  A H i s t o r y  o f  
A m erican  F u r n i t u r e  ( E a s t  S t r o u d s b u r g ,  P e n n s y lv a n ia :  Towse P u b l i s h i n g
Company, 1 9 3 6 ) ,  p .  3 ,  a s  b e in g  " t h e  c h e s t  now i n  P i lg r i m  H a l l  H aving  
M odest D e c o r a t i o n s . "  A ch eck  i n t o  t h e  l o a n  and  a c c e s s io n  r e c o r d s  a t  
P i l g r i m  H a i l ,  P ly m ou th , h a s  p ro v en  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  t o  be  e r r o n e o u s .
The a u t h o r  i s  i n d e b t e d  t o  B e r t  and E l l e n  Denker f o r  b r i n g i n g  t h e  
p r e s e n t  w h e re a b o u ts  o f  t h e  c h e s t  t o  h i s  a t t e n t i o n .

-•’S u f f o l k  C ountv  P r o b a te  R e c o rd s  ( h e r e a f t e r  SC??.),  5: 1 12 -114 .

^-*The s i m i l a r i t y  o f  t h i s  p a n e l  t o  th o s e  found on c h e s t s  f rom  
t h e  u p p e r  C o n n e c t i c u t  R iv e r  V a l l e y  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  i t  may p ro v e  more 
f r u i t f u l  t o  s e a r c h  f o r  th e  s o u r c e s  o f  C o n n e c t i c u t  R iv e r  V a l l e y  
d e c o r a t i v e  m o t i f s  i n  t h o s e  p a r t s  o f  e a s t e r n  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  from  w h ic h  
t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  th e  s e t t l e r s  o f  t h e  H a d l e y - D e e r f i e ld  a r e a  came, r a t h e r  
t h a n  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  r e l a t e  them to  tw ic e - re m o v e d  s o u rc e s  i n  E n g la n d ,  
w h ic h  th o u g h  o f t e n  r e p e a t e d ,  may have l o s t  a l l  v e s t i g e s  o f  i c o n o g r a p h ic  
s i g n i f i c a n c e .  Upper C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  V a l l e y  o b j e c t s  w i t h  c a r v in g  
s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  on t h e  F a i r b a n k s  c h e s t  a r e  i l l u s t r a t e d  i n :  John  T.
K i r k ,  C o n n e c t i c u t  F u r n i t u r e : S e v e n te e n th  and E i g h te e n th  C e n t u r i e s
( H a r t f o r d :  The Wadsworth Atheneum , 1 9 6 7 ) ,  f i g u r e s  2 0 ,  2 1 ,  2 2 ;
P a t r i c i a  E . Kane, "The S e v e n te e n th - C e n tu r y  F u r n i t u r e  o f  t h e  
C o n n e c t i c u t  V a l l e y :  The H ad ley  C h e s t  R e a p p r a i s e d , "  i n  A r t s  o f  th e
A n g lo -A m erican  Community i n  t h e  S e v e n te e n th  C e n tu rv ,  e d .  I a n  M. G. 
Quimby ( C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e :  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s  o f  V i r g i n i a  f o r  The H enry
F r a n c i s  du Pon t W in te r th u r  Museum, 1 9 7 4 ) ,  f i g u r e s  1, 2 ,  13 ;  and 
Dean F .  F a l e s ,  J r . ,  The F u r n i t u r e  o f  H i s t o r i c  D e e r f i e l d  (New Y ork :
E. P . D u t to n ,  1 9 7 7 ) ,  f i g u r e  362. A l l  o f  t h e s e  exam ples  a r e  o f  K a n e 's  
t y p e  I I  d e s i g n .  I n  t h e  a r t i c l e  c i t e d  a b o v e ,  Kane s u g g e s t s  t h e  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  t h e  H ad ley  d e c o r a t i o n s  t o  th o s e  u sed  by t h e  j o i n e r s  o f  
t h e  S e a r l e /D e n n i s  g ro u p  o f  B o s to n  and I p s w ic h .  H ig h ly  q u e s t i o n a b l e  
a t t e m p t s  t o  r e l a t e  H ad ley  a n d  W e t h e r s f i e l d  m o t i f s  t o  m e d ie v a l  
f e r t i l i t y  r i t u a l s  and r o y a l  em blem ata  l i k e  t h e  l i l y  and t h e  Tudor r o s e  
have  b e e n  made i n  R ic h a rd  Lawrence G re e n ,  " F e r t i l i t y  Symbols on  t h e  
H ad ley  C h e s t s , "  A n t iq u e s  112: no . 2 (A ug .,  1 9 7 7 ) :  2 5 0 -2 5 7 ;  and J o h n
T . K i r k ,  " S o u rc e s  o f  Some A m erican  R e g io n a l  F u r n i t u r e :  P a r t  I , "
A n t iq u e s  8 8 ,  n o .  6 (D e c . ,  1 9 6 5 ) :  7 9 0 -7 9 8 .  The l a t t e r  i s  e s p e c i a l l y
i n a c c u r a t e  i n  i t s  c la im  t h a t  t h e  f o l k  a r t i s t  h a s  no a l t e r n a t i v e  t o
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c o p y in g  h ig h  s t y l e  im a g e s ;  th e  fo rm er  i s  an a b s u rd  a t t e m p t  t o  r e a d  
s u p p re s s e d  P u r i t a n  s e x u a l i t y  from  a r t i f a c t s  w hich  th e  a u t h o r  assumed 
to  be o b j e c t s  o f  d i s p l a c e m e n t .  Among o th e r  f a u l t s ,  G reen  has  
m is t a k e n ly  p e r p e t u a t e d  th e  m i s a t t r i b u t i o n  o f  one H adley  c h e s t  t o  
P h in c a s  P r a t t .

■^G eorge A . K u b le r ,  The Shape o f  Time (New Haven: Y ale
U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  19 6 2 ) ,  pp. 60 -61 .

2®Don G le a so n  H i l l ,  e d . , The E a r lv  R eco rds  o f  t h e  T o m  o f  
Dedham. M a s s a c h u s e t t s , 6 v o l s .  (Dedham: The T r a n s c r i p t  P r e s s ,  1SS6-
1 936 ) ,  3 :  115. H e r e a f t e r  DTR.

0 1“ -The o t h e r  i n s t a n c e  i s  t h e  fo u r  s u r v i v i n g  f r a g m e n ts  o f  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  s e a t s  o f  t h e  f i r s t  m e e t in g  house  o f  M a rb le h ea d ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  
w hich  a re  docum ented a s  h a v in g  been  made i n  1659 by  th e  c a r p e n t e r  Jo h n  
Norman in  "M arb lehead  Town R e c o r d s , "  E sse x  I n s t i t u t e  H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c ­
t i o n s  69, n o s .  3 -4  ( J u l y - O c t . ,  1 9 3 3 ) :  226 . The a u th o r  i s  i n d e b t e d  t o
R o b e r t  F .  T r e n t  f o r  b r i n g i n g  th e  f r a g m e n ts  and t h e  r e f e r e n c e  to  h i s  
a t t e n t i o n .  An a d d i t i o n a l  f ragm en t  w hich  s u r v i v e s  i s  a  pew d oo r  from 
t h e  c .  1634 m e e t in g  house  o f  B r i s t o l ,  R. I . ,  th o u g h  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  
i t s  maker h as  n o t  y e t  come t o  l i g h t .  The door  i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  
D o n n e l ly ,  "New E n g la n d  M eeting  Houses i n  t h e  S e v e n te e n th  C e n t u r y , "  
O ld -Time New E n g la n d  4 7 ,  no .  4 ( A p r i i - J u n e ,  1 9 57 ) :  90 , f i g .  3 .

22DTR, 3 :  156-157 .

22MTR, m e e t in g s  o f  10 J u n e  1657 and 15 December 1658.

o /
AThe c h e s t  w i t h  one d raw e r  i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  and d i s c u s s e d  i n  

Benno M. Form an, "The S e v e n te e n th - C e n tu ry  Case F u r n i t u r e  o f  E sse x  
C ounty , M a s s a c h u s e t t s  and  I t s  M akers" (M.A. t h e s i s .  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
D e law are ,  19 6 8 ) ,  pp .  9 8 -1 0 2 .

2 5Benno M. Form an, " M i l l  Sawing i n  S e v e n te e n th - C e n tu r y  
M a s s a c h u s e t t s , "  O ld -Time New E ng land  60, n o .  4 ( A p r i l - J u n e ,  1970) : 
125-126. Forman n o t e s  t h a t  Salem d id  n o t  have i t s  own s a w m il l  in  
o p e r a t i o n  u n t i l  1670, a l t h o u g h  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  m i l l e d  wood i n  
Salem was s t i l l  p o s s i b l e  i f  i t  were b ro u g h t  t h e r e  from  o t h e r  a r e a  
m i l l s ,  such  a s  t h o s e  o p e r a t i n g  a t  P o r tsm o u th ,  New Ham pshire  (1 6 3 4 ) ,  
Pawley (1 6 4 2 ) ,  S a l i s b u r y  (1 6 5 0 ) ,  and Ip sw ic h  (1 6 5 6 ) .

2 % a n e ,  "The H ad ley  C h e s t  R e a p p r a i s e d , "  p .  92 ;  C h r i s t o p h e r  G. 
G i l b e r t ,  " R e g io n a l  T r a d i t i o n s  i n  E n g l i s h  V e r n a c u la r  F u r n i t u r e , "  i n  
A r t s  o f  t h e  Ar.g 1 o -A m erican  Community i n  t h e  S e v e n te e n th  C e n tu ry ,  
pp . 53 , 75n ; G i l b e r t  n o t e s  t h a t  t h e  m i t e r e d  t e n o n  d e t a i l  was f i r s t  
o b s e rv e d  by  Benno M. Forman and p u b l i s h e d  i n  h i s  l e t t e r  t o  C o u n try  
L i f e  152, no . 3924 ( 3 1  A u g .  ]9 7 2 ) :  519 . O th e r  exam ples  o f  p r o b a b le
E a s t  A n g l ia n  c r a f t s m a n s h i p  i n  New Eng land  j o i n e d  f u r n i t u r e  w h ich  have
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t h e  m i t e r e d  te n o n  a r e  t h e  c h e s t  shown i n  f i g u r e  5 above , and a  c h e s t  
w hich  d e sce n d e d  i n  t h e  Hedges f a m i ly  o f  E a s t  Hampton, Long I s l a n d ,  
i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  F a i l e y ,  Long I s l a n d  i s  My N a t i o n ■ p. 33 ( se e  n o te  11 
a b o v e ) .  The p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  m i t e r e d  t e n o n  on th e  Decham-M edfieId 
o b j e c t s  shown in  f i g u r e s  12 and 13 above i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  r e l a t i o n ­
s h ip  be tw een  t h e s e  c h e s t s  and  th o s e  made i n  t h e  Upper C o n n e c t i c u t  R iv e r  
V a l le y  i s  s t r u c t u r a l  a s  w e l l  a s  d e c o r a t i v e .

2 7 s r a u n ,  P a r i s h  C h u r c h e s . p . 13S, f i g .  2 5 .  A l th o u g h  some 
s c h o l a r s  a rg u e  t h a t  c h a m fe r s  u sed  on th e  p a n e l  s u r ro u n d s  o f  s e v e n t e e n t h -  
c e n tu r y  j o i n e d  f u r n i t u r e  a r e  r e l a t e d  t o  m a s o n 's  m o ld in g s .  Braun 
d e m o n s t r a te s  t h a t  i n  E a s t  A n g l i a  th e y  d e r i v e  u l t i m a t e l y  from  m e d ie v a l  
c a r p e n t r y  t h a t  p r e - d a t e s  s to n e  c o n s t r u c t i o n .

2 3 ? a in t  c o l o r s  u se d  th ro u g h o u t  t h i s  e s s a y  a r e  i n  t h e  p e r io d  
t e r m in o lo g y  t a k e n  from  th e  16S4 i n v e n t o r y  o f  D a n i e l  G e o rg e ,  p a i n t e r  o f  
B o s to n ,  r e p r i n t e d  in  A b b o t t  L ow ell  Cummings, " D e c o r a t iv e  P a i n t e r s  and 
House P a i n t i n g  in  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  Bay, 1 6 3 0 -1 7 2 5 ,"  i n  A m erican  P a i n t i n g  
t o  177 6 : A R e a p p r a i s a l , e d .  I a n  M. G. Quimby ( C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e :
U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s  o f  V i r g i n i a  f o r  The Henry F r a n c i s  du Pon t W in te r th u r  
Museum, 19 7 1 ) ,  p p .  118 -119 .

~^See A n t iq u e s  95 , n o .  5 (May, 1 9 6 9 ) :  642.

^ S o t h e b y  P a rk e  B e r n e t  s a l e  No. 3596 (2 4 -2 6  J a n .  1974 ) ,  l o t  781.
B ecause  o f  r e p a i r s  made t o  t h e  c o rn e r  p o s t s  o f  t h i s  c h e s t ,  i t  i s
im p o s s ib l e  t o  t e l l  w h e th e r  o r  n o t  i t  o r i g i n a l l y  may have had a  d ra w e r ,
a s  t h e  p r e s e n t  p r o p o r t i o n s  would seem t o  i n d i c a t e .

3 -H enry  F r a n c i s  du P on t  W in te r th u r  Museum R e g i s t r a r ' s  O b je c t  
F i l e  No. 5 7 .5 3 9 ;  t h e  c h e s t  was i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  A nderson  G a l l e r y  s a le  
No. 2214 (6 -7  J a n .  1 9 2 8 ) ,  p . 96 .

32see  A n t iq u e s  4 0 ,  n o .  5 (N ov., 1 9 4 1 ) :  289.

•^ Jam es  S a v a g e ,  A G e n e a lo g i c a l  D i c t i o n a r y  o f  t h e  F i r s t  
S e t t l e r s  o f  New E n g la n d ,  4 v o l s .  (1862; r e p r i n t  e d . ,  B a l t i m o r e :  
G e n e a lo g ic a l  P u b l i s h i n g  Company, 1965 ) ,  2 :  47 5.

^ B e n n o  M. Form an, i n  " C o n t i n e n t a l  F u r n i t u r e  C ra f t s m e n  i n  
London: 1 5 1 1 -1 6 2 5 ,"  F u r n i t u r e  H i s to r y  7 ( 1 9 7 1 ) :  95 ,  h a s  s t a t e d  t h a t
t h e  " n a t u r e  o f  a p p r e n t i c e s h i p  -  f o r  a r t i s t  and a r t i s a n  a l i k e  -  made i t  
a x io m a t i c  t h a t  t h e  a p p r e n t i c e  l e a r n  from  h i s  m a s t e r  n o t  o n ly  te c h n iq u e  
b u t  s u b s t a n c e . "

^ S e m i o t i c a  7 ,  n o .  4 (1 9 7 3 ) :  327.
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^ H e n r y  G l a s s i e .  F o l k  H ousing  i n  M idd le  V i r g i n i a  ( K n o x v i l l e  : 
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T e n n e sse e  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 5 ) ,  pp . 2 1 -2 S .  F o r  a  s i m i l a r  
s t r u c t u r a l  e x a m in a t io n  o f  t h e  t u r n e d  c h a i r  fo rm , s e e  R o b e r t  F .  T r e n t ,  
H e a r t s  & Crowns (New Haven: The New Haven C olony H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,
1 9 7 7 ) ,  pp . 2 4 -2 9 .

■^The a u th o r  i s  i n d e b t e d  t o  Benno M. Forman f o r  h i s  g e n e r o s i t y  
i n  e x p l a i n i n g  t h e  l a y o u t  o f  a  c a rv e d  p a n e l  on th e  c h e s t  i n  t h e  W i n t e r ­
t h u r  c o l l e c t i o n  ( F ig .  23k above)  d u r in g  a  l e c t u r e  a t  th e  1976 
W in t e r t h u r  Summer I n s t i t u t e .

■^For a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t io n  on t h e o r i e s  o f  good a n d  bad 
workm anship  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  r i s k  and c e r t a i n t y ,  s e e  D avid  P y e ,  The 
N a tu re  and A r t  o f  Workmanship (C am bridge: U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 8 ) ,
pp . 1 3 -2 7 .

^ 'C o n t r a c t  q u o te d  i n  W a l te r  K e n d a l l  W a tk in s ,  " T h re e  C o n t r a c t s  
f o r  S e v e n te e n th . -C e n tu ry  B u i l d in g  C o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  M a s s a c h u s e t t s , "  O ld -  
Time New E ng land  12, no . 1 ( J u l y ,  1 9 2 1 ) :  31 . E m phasis  s u p p l i e d  by
th e  a u t h o r .

A /*•
-’■'•'Contract q u o te d  i n  W a tk in s ,  " T h re e  C o n t r a c t s . . . , "  p .  2 7 .  

Em phasis  s u p p l i e d  by  th e  a u t h o r .

■ ^ C o n t r a c t  q u o te d  i n  H e len  Bourne J o y  L ee , The J o y  G en ea lo g y  
(E s s e x ,  C o n n e c t i c u t :  The P equo t  P r e s s ,  I n c . ,  1 9 6 8 ) ,  p .  2 2 .  E m phasis
s u p p l i e d  by  t h e  a u t h o r .

^ G l a s s i e ,  F o lk  H ous ing  i n  M idd le  V i r g i n i a ,  pp . 1 2 2 -1 3 6 .  
G l a s s i e  a r g u e s  t h a t  t h e  b a s i c  d icho tom y  a c t i v e  i n  a r t i f a c t u a l  la n g u a g e  
i s ,  a s  L e v i - S t r a u s s  h a s  d e s c r i b e d  i t ,  one b e tw e en  n a t u r e  and  c u l t u r e .  
However, t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  n a t u r e  i m p l i c i t  i n  h i s  d u a l i s m  i s  a  r o m a n t i c  
c o n t r i v a n c e  o f  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  e n l i g h t e n m e n t ,  p e rh a p s  b e s t  o u t ­
l i n e d  i n  J e a n - J a c q u e s  R o u s s e a u 's  Les R e v e r i e s  du prom eneur s o l i t a i r e  
(1777) . The s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  yeoman had  no c o n c e p t  o f  n a t u r e  
p e r  s e ; h e n c e ,  t h e  d icho tom y  a p p l i c a b l e  i s  one  b e tw e en  c u l t u r e  and 
l a c k  o f  c u l t u r e ,  o r  t h e  p r e - e s t a b l i s h e d  o r d e r  and  e i t h e r  l a c k  o f  o r d e r  
o r  a  d i f f e r e n t  o r d e r .

43 The o t h e r  known exam ple o f  t h e  e n c lo s e d - b o t to m  s e a t i n g  fo rm  
i s  a  c h a i r - t a b l e  w i t h  a  c u p b o a rd  b e n e a t h  t h e  s e a t ,  now i n  t h e  c o l l e c ­
t i o n  o f  t h e  Old Saybrook H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  w h ic h  d e s c e n d e d  i n  t h e  
J o n e s  f a m i ly  o f  Saybrook . The a u th o r  i s  i n d e b t e d  t o  R o b e r t  F .  T r e n t  
f o r  b r i n g i n g  t h i s  t o  h i s  a t t e n t i o n .

^ A l t h o u g h  t h e  c h e s t  i s  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  1644 
m a r r i a g e  o f  J o n a th a n  Rudd, g e n e a l o g i c a l  r e s e a r c h  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  i t  
a c t u a l l y  d e s c e n d e d  i n  t h e  M e tc a l f  f a m i l y  o f  Dedham, and was t a k e n  t o  
C o n n e c t i c u t  when Mary M e t c a l f ,  a  f i f t h - g e n e r a t i o n  d i r e c t  d e s c e n d a n t
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o f  M ichael-^ , m a r r i e d  a  John  Rudd o f  New Lebanon i n  th e  l a t e  1720s .  At 
t h i s  t im e  th e  i n i t i a l s  were c u t  i n t o  th e  c e n t e r  p a n e l .  The
c h e s t  p a s s e d  t o  t h e i r  son W il l ia m  Rudd, who m a r r ie d  E u n ice  Bingham o f  
Windham on 23 December 1771. E u n ic e  s u r v iv e d  he r  h u sband , and upon 
h e r  d e a t h  t h e  c h e s t  p a s se d  t o  h e r  b r o t h e r ,  Z acheus  Bingham. J o s e p h in e  
Bingham, who p r e s e n t e d  th e  c h e s t  t o  th e  Old Lyme H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  
sometim e a f t e r  1926, was a d i r e c t  d e s c e n d a n t  of Z a c h eu s .  See Thomas M. 
Bingham, co m p ., The Bingham F a m ily  in  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s , 3 v o l s .
( E a s to n ,  P e n n s y lv a n ia :  th e  Bingham A s s o c i a t i o n ,  1926 ) ,  1 :  22 9 , 29 5 ,
4 70 ;  2 :  114; 3 :  573 i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  c h e s t ;  Waldo L in c o ln ,  G enea logy
o f  t h e  Waldo F a m ily .  3 v o l s .  ( W o r c e s te r :  C h a r le s  H a m il to n ,  1 9 0 2 ) ,  1 :
2 46 ;  NEHGR, 4 :  173. The c h e s t  h a s  been  p u b l i s h e d  w i t h  i t s  t r a d i t i o n a l
" B r i d e ' s  Brook" h i s t o r y  i n  Minor M yers , J r . ,  and Edgar deN. Mayhew,
New London Countv  F u r n i t u r e  1640- 1840 (New London: The Lyman A l ly n
Museum, 19 7 4 ) ,  pp . 4 ,  14.

i.5_
' i h e  a u th o r  i s  i n d e b t e d  t o  A b b o t t  L ow ell Cummings, D i r e c t o r  

o f  t h e  S o c i e t y  f o r  t h e  P r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  New E ng land  A n t i q u i t i e s ,  f o r  
c o n f i r m in g  t h a t  t h e  F a i r b a n k s  h o u se  i s  an  E a s t  A n g l ia n  s t r u c t u r e .

" 'R a r .e ,  F u r n i t u r e  o f  t h e  New Haven C olony , pp . 11, 7 8 -S 0 ,  c o n ­
t a i n s  t h e  most co m p le te  b io g r a p h y  o f  M u l l i n e r  p u b l i s h e d .  For 
a d d i t i o n a l  n o t e s  on M u l l i n e r  n o t  i n c l u d e d  i n  he r  s k e t c h ,  s e e  NEHGR 51 :  
4 2 1 . and R ic h a rd  Brigham  J o h n s o n ,  " S w a m p sc o t t ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  i n  t h e  
S e v e n te e n th  C e n t u r y , "  E sse x  I n s t i t u t e  H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s  109, n o .  4 
( O c t . ,  1 9 7 3 ) :  251 .

^ T h e  f o u r  exam ples  w i t h  s i n g l e  end  p a n e l s  a r e  i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  
Kane, F u r n i t u r e  o f  t h e  New Haven C o lo n y ,  p l a t e s  I ,  XX and f i g u r e s  4 ,  5. 
A f i f t h ,  owned by  th e  S o c i e t y  f o r  t h e  P r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  Long I s l a n d  
A n t i q u i t i e s ,  i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  F a i l e y ,  Long I s l a n d  i s  My N a t i o n , p .  33 .  
The two New Haven Colony c h e s t s  w i t h  v - g ro o v e d  b o t to m  b o a r d s  a r e  b o t h  
a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  G u i l f o r d  a r e a  on th e  b a s i s  o f  t h e i r  c a rv e d  d e c o r a ­
t i o n s ,  and a r e  i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  K ane , F u r n i t u r e  o f  t h e  New Haven C o lony , 
p l a t e s  XIX, XX.

^ K a n e ,  F u r n i t u r e  o f  t h e  New Haven C o lo n y , p . 5 q u o te s  
F lo y d  M. Shumway, "New Haven and I t s  F i r s t  S e t t l e r s , "  New Haven Colony 
H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  J o u r n a l  2 1 ,  n o .  2 ( S e p t . ,  1 9 72 ) :  51 , i n  e s t i m a t i n g
t h a t  5 1 .8  p e r c e n t  o f  th e  New Haven s e t t l e r s  came from  London and  th e  
home c o u n t i e s ,  w i t h  th e  n e x t  l a r g e s t  g roup  (1 6 .4  p e r c e n t )  coming from  
th e  M id la n d s .  By c o n t r a s t ,  Shumway n o t e s  t h a t  o n ly  19 .3  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  
Bay C o lo n y 's  r e s i d e n t s  w ere  from  London and  e n v i r o n s ,  w h i l e  6 1 .4  p e r ­
c e n t  w ere  from  S u f f o l k ,  N o r f o lk ,  and  E s s e x .

49 H e n r i  F o c i l l o n ,  I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  A r t  P o p u l a i r e , t r a n s .
R o b e r t  F .  T r e n t ,  i n  T r e n t ,  H e a r t s  & Crowns, p . 17.

-^ C la u d e  L e v i -S t ra u s s ,  The Scope o f  A n th ro p o lo g y ,  t ra n s .  S h e r ry  
Ortner Pau l and R obert  A. Paul (L ondon : J o n a th a n  C ape, l t d . ,  19 6 7 ) ,  p. 14.
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NOTES TO APPENDIX

"^Lorenzo S a l e s  F a i r b a n k s ,  G enea logy  o f  t h e  F a i r b a n k s  F a m ily  
i n  A m erica  1633- 1897 (B o s to n :  p r i n t e d  f o r  t h e  a u t h o r ,  1 897 ) ,  pp . 31 -
3 3 ;  DTR, 2 :  2 9 ;  3: 2S , 4 9 ,  116, 118, 124; SCPR, 5 :  112-114 .

9
“F re d  C a r l i s l e ,  G enea logy  o f  G eorge  H. B arbou r  1635 t o  1897 

( D e t r o i t :  Winn & Hammond, 1 9 0 1 ? ) ,  p .  6 ;  Benno M. Forman, " M i l l  Sawing
i n  S e v e n te e n th - C e n tu r y  M a s s a c h u s e t t s , "  O ld - Time New E ng land  60 , n o .  4 
(S p r in g  1970) : 128; Savage , G e n e a lo g i c a l  D i c t i o n a r y ,  1 :  113; MXR,
p a s s i m ; DTR, 4 :  2 4 7 ;  NEHGR, 7 9 :  339 ;  SCPR, 1 :  13 ; 9 :  118 ; 13: 697.

JF ran k  S m ith ,  A H i s t o r y  o f  Dedham. M a s s a c h u s e t t s  (Dedham: The
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F ig .  2. J : ! r ;  Houghton, M edfield  p u l p i t  p ane l.  Dedham. M a ssa c h u se t ts .
1655. Oak w ith  t r a c e s  of v e r d i g r i s  c o lo r in g .  H. 12"
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H i s t o r i c a l  S o c ie ty :  photo , Robert F. T r e n t . )

F ig .  2a . D e ta i l  of r e v e r s e  s id e  of f ig u r e  1, showing sp u r io u s  
i n s c r i p t i o n  "1656."

R eproduced  with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



- 8 4 -
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F i g .  9 .  Chesty a t t r i b u t e d  to  J o h n  Houghton. Dedham; L a n c a s t e r ;
o r  C h a r le s to w n ;  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ;  1645-1684 . Oak a n d  p in e  
w i t h  t r a c e s  o f  v e r d i g r i s  c o l o r i n g .  H. 26 1 /2 "  ( 6 7 .3  c m .) ;  
W. 41 3 /4 "  (106  c m .) ;  D. 18" (4 5 .7  c m . ) .  (Museum o f  F in e  
A r t s ;  B o s t o n . )
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F ig .  9 a .  D e t a i l  o f  c h i s e l l e d  j o i n e r ' s  n a rk s  on f i g u r e  9 .

F i g .  9b .  D e t a i l  o f  s c r i b e d  j o i n e r ' s  n a rk s  on f i g u r e  9 .
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M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  1645-1665 . Oak and p in e  w i t h  t r a c e s  o f  
v e r d i g r i s  c o l o r i n g .  H. 26" (66 c m . ) ; W. 41 3 / 4 "  (106 c m .) ,  
D. 17 3 /4 "  (4 5 .1  c m . ) .  ( Jo s e p h  E. Seagram & S o n s ,  I n c . )
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F i g .  11. J o in e d  a r m c h a i r ,  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  Jo h n  Houghton. Dedham, 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  1645-1664 . Oak. H. 47" ( 1 1 9 .4  c m .) ,
W. 23 1 /2 "  a t  s e a t  f r o n t  (5 9 .7  c m .) ,  D. 18" a t  s e a t  ( 4 5 .7  
c m .) .  (Dedham H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y . )
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F i g .  12 . C h e s t - w i t h - o n e - d r a w e r ,  p r o b a b ly  by Jo h n  T h u r s to n .  M id f i e l d ,  
M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  1660-1685 . P».ed oak by  m i c r c a n a l y s i s  and  h a rd  
p in e  w i t h  t r a c e s  o f  v e r d i g r i s  and  v e r m i l l i o n  c o l o r i n g .
H. 31 3 /8 "  (7 9 .7  c m .) ,  W. 47 3 /4 "  (1 2 1 .3  c m . ) ,  D. 21"
(5 3 .3  c m . ) .  ( P r i v a t e  c o l l e c t i o n . )
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F ig . 12a. D e ta i l  of n i l l  saw roarks ca drawer b o t to n  in  f ig u r e  12.

F ig .  12b. D e ta i l  o f  drawer c o n s t ru c t io n  in  f ig u r e  12.

R eproduced  with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



F i g -  1 2 c .  D e t a i l  o f  m i t e r e d  t e n o n  j o i n t  i n  f i g u r e  1 2 .
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r i g .  13. C h e s t ,  p r o b a b ly  by Jo h n  x h u r s t o n .  Dedham or K e a r i e l d ,
M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  1639-1685 . Oak. H. 26" (66 c m .) ,  W. 46" 
(1 1 6 .8  c m . ) ,  D. 20" (5 0 .8  c m . ) .  ( e x .  c o l l .  Hampton G a l l e r y :  
p h o to ,  Hampton G a l l e r y . )
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F i g .  14 . C h e s t ,  p r o b a b ly  by J o h n  T h u r s to n .  Dedham o r  M e d f i e ld ,  
M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  1639-1685 . Oak. H. 27" (6 8 .6  c m . ) ,
W. 40 1 /2 "  (1 02 .9  c m . ) ,  D. 16 3 /4 "  ( 4 2 .4  c m .) .  ( C o l l e c t i o n  
o f  D oug las  W r ig h t :  p h o to ,  c o u r t e s y  o f  So theby  P a rk e  B e r n e t ,
I n c . ,  New Y o rk . )
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F ig*  15 . C h e s t ,  p r o b a b l y  by  J o h n  T h u r s to n .  Dedham o r  M e d f i e ld ,
M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  1 639 -1685 . R.ed an d  w h i t e  o aks  by  m ic r o a n a l y ­
s i s .  H. 26 1 /2 "  (6 7 .3  c.m.), W. 43" (1 0 9 .2  c m . ) ,  D. 18"
(4 5 .7  c m . ) .  (W adsworth  A theneum, H a r t f o r d :  p h o t o ,  E. I r v i n g
B lo m s t r a n n . )
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F i g .  16 . C hesty  p r o b a b ly  by J o h n  T h u r s to n .  Dedham o r  M e d f i e ld ,  
M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  163 9 -1 6 8 5 .  Red an d  w h i t e  oaks  and  w h i t e  
p in e  by  m i c r o a n a l y s i s .  H. 26 1 /2 "  (6 7 .3  c m .) ,  W. 42" 
(1 0 6 .7  c m .) ,  D. 17 1 /2 "  ( 4 4 .5  c m .) .  ( W in te r th u r  5 7 .5 3 9 . )
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F i g .  17. Box, p r o b a b ly  by  J o h n  T h u r s to n .  Dedham o r  M edfie ld ,,  
M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  1639-1685 . Oak and p i n e .  K. 9 5 / 8 ” 
(2 4 .4  c m . ) ,  W. 25 3 /8 "  ( 6 4 .4  c m .) ,  D. 15” (3 8 .1  c m . ) .  
(The M e t r o p o l i t a n  Museum o f  A r t ,  G i f t  o f  M rs. R u s s e l l  
Sage , 1 9 0 9 .)

R eproduced  with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



- 1 0 0 -

F i g .  18. Box, p r o b a b ly  by  J o h n  T h u r s to n .  Dedham o r  M e d f ie ld ,
M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  1639-1685 . Oak an d  p in e .  H. 9 3 /4 "  (2 4 .7  
c m . ) ,  W. 26 1 /8 "  (6 6 .3  c m . ) ,  D. 16 3 /4 "  ( 4 2 .5  c m .) .  f t h e  
A r t  I n s t i t u t e  o f  C h ic a g o ,  W ir t  D. Walker f u n d . )
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F i g .  19a. ( l e f t )  The g e o m e t r i c  u n i t  s e l e c t e d :  t h e  s q u a r e .

b .  ( r i g h t )  The g e o m e t r i c  u n i t  t r a n s f o r m e d .

- t s -  -

F i g .  19c . ( l e f t ,  above) 
The p l a n  d e f i n e d .

F i g .  19d .  ( l e f t ,  below ) 
The d e f i n i t i o n  o f  m ass.

R eproduced  with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



F i g .  19 e .  P i e r c i n g  t h e  m a s s .

f

T t

F i g .  1 9 f .  The d e c o r a t e d  s u r f a c e  d e f i n e d .
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F i g .  2 0 .  J o i n e d  a r m c h a i r  w i t h  e n c lo s e d  b o t to m ,  Dedham, M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  
1652. W hite  oak by  m i c r o a n a l y s i s .  H. 46 1 /4"  ( 1 1 7 .5  c m .) ,  
W. 22 1 /2 "  a t  s e a t  f r o n t  (5 7 .2  c m . ) ,  D. 17 1 /2 "  a t  s e a t  
( 4 4 .5  c m .) .  (Dedham H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y . )
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F i g .  2 0 a .  D e t a i l  o f  l e a t h e r  h in g e s  on r e a r  r i g h t  p o s t  o f  f i g u r e  20.
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F i g .  21 .  C h e s t ,  p r o b a b ly  Dedham, M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  1635-1685 . Oak.
H. 26 1 /4 "  ( 6 6 .7  c m . ) ,  W. 42" (1 0 6 .7  c m .) ,  D. 18" (4 5 .7  c m .) .  
(Old Lyme H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y . )
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F i g .  2 2 .  Desk Box., S o u th o id ,  Long I s la n d ,-  b e f o r e  1665. P o s t  Oak by 
m i c r o a n a l y s i s .  H. 10" a t  b a c k  ( 2 5 .4  c m . ) ; W. 25 3 /4 "
( 6 5 .4  c m .) ,  D. 21" (5 3 .3  c m .) .  ( C o u r te s y  Long I s l a n d  
H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y :  p h o to ,  J o s e p h  Adams.)
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F ig .  23. Carved s - s c r o l l  p a n e ls  (see  fo llow ing  pages) : a ,  b ,  c ,  d
(Drawer f r o n t ,  L e f t ,  c e n t e r ,  and r i g h t  panels  of f ig u r e  12; 
e. f .  C en te r  and r i g h t  p ane ls  o f  f ig u r e  13; g , h. Center 
and r i g h t  panels  of f ig u r e  14; i ,  j .  Center and r i g h t  panels  
of f ig u r e  15 (Wadsworth Atheneum: pho tos , I .  I rv in g  Blom-
s t r a n n ) ; k . Center pane l o f  f ig u r e  16 (photo: W in te r th u r ) ;
1. R igh t  panel of f ig u r e  17 (The M etro p o li ta n  Museum o f  A r t ,  
G i f t  o f  Mrs. R u s s e l l  Sage, 1909); m. R igh t panel o f  
f ig u r e  18; n. R ec tangu la r  pane l from M edfield p u l p i t ;  o. 
R ig h t  pane l o f  f ig u re  9 ;  p, q, r .  L e f t ,  c e n te r ,  and r i g h t  
pa n e ls  o f  f ig u re  10; s .  D e t a i l  o f  top f ro n t  r a i l  o f  f ig u r e  5; 
t .  D e ta i l  o f  s ide  o f  f ig u re  22.
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F ig .  24. Carved lozengo pane ls  (see  fo llow ing  p a g e s ) :  a .  Lozenge
pane l  from M edfield p u l p i t ;  b . Lozenge on back o f  f ig u r e  11;
c . Lozenge on back o f  f ig u r e  20; d . R igh t  panel on 
f ig u r e  21; e .  L e f t  panel on f i g u r e  5; f .  L e f t  panel on 
f ig u r e  6 (The M etro p o li ta n  Museum o f  A r t ,  G i f t  o f  
Mrs. P u isse l l  Sage, 1909.)
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