STATE CONVENTION OF THE COLORED PECPLE OF LOULSIANA

INTRODUCTION TO THE LOUISIANA CONVENTION (1865) IAN. Oth. 10th. 1lth, 12th, 13th AND l4th, 1865
N - 3 ’ 3 kd s

THE STATE CONVENTION

Even though free blacks and mulattoes in Louisiana occupied - a social
economic and legal position far superior to that of free blacks in akl ot
parts of the South, it was not until 1865 that they could meet in conventiog
The Louisiana State Colored Convention of 1865 represented the first sush
such assembly to be convened by blacks in that State.

Shortly after the Convention got under way it formed an Equal Rig] tg
League of Louisiana, which was an outgrowth of the National Equal Rightg
League formed at a national convention of blacks held at Syracuse in’ QOatoh 4ith the importance of their duties. .

1864. The league was organized to promote their moral educational, ‘and ‘On motion of Captain Ingraham, a committee of five, on credentials, is
economic development. Under it, agents were ‘to be ' 'sent. into the countgy: ,appointed by the chair. The committee retires to one of the committee rooms.
the State to iaquire [into] the condition of our race, and to register (< on the return of the Delegates, the Secretary pro. tem proceeds to ‘call
plaints." ‘In addition, the convention authorized the.establishment of: roll; 52 Delegates answer to their names.

Bureau of Industry to operate at New Orleans and other localities throu On motion of Captain Ingraham Hon. Benj. F. Flanders, who:is present
the state. The object of the Bureau would be to "gather facts on:the cond Among. the ‘audience, is invited to a seat in the Convention.

tion of -the freemen, and all useful information; to take care for the: gig The first business in order is to eleet vice-presidents and secretaries.
disabled, to facilitate to the country people the means of coming and go ames of the officers will be found, altogether with a full list of the
freely and at will, to protect the families of volunteers, and other: Sinii 3_egates, and the namés of the members of the.several .committees, 'in ‘the
purposes.’ ench part of our paper.

The Convention was also asked by two delegates to "appoint a ccmmicm.g A short debate takes place on the resxgnatlon of Dr. Rogers, whose
to draft a petition to the Commanding General,” requesting that “certain edentials and resignation have been brought at the same time before the
classes of colored persons be admitted to the City Railroad Cars." . It use, . The name of Dr. R, not having been put upon. the roll, the Convention
observed that colored soldiers had entry to the cars, so. long as they. we clares that they have nothing to do with his resignation; which is respect~
in uniform, but not colored civilians, hence it seemed imperative to on ily referred to the society that elected him as a Delegate.
gate that "no distinction be made between citizens. and soldiers." ‘He furth - The ‘Convention proceeds to the formation of the committees. The commit-
added that "we must claim the right of riding for every one of us,. and: on the Rules retires to prepare a set of regulations.
it unconditionally." Mr. 1. Banks thinks that it will be proper to agree upon'a fixed time

The- Convention also drew up a petition calling upon the-state.legisl en and.to close the sessions, Messrs. Young, Martinez, Curiel, Banks,
to extend the suffrage to blacks. ‘It .is interesting, that the presidén i on, Logan, and a few others made -some remarks on this subject. It 'is
the Convention, Captain J. H. Ingraham, stressed the fact that the Louisian nerally agreed that 11 o'clock A.M. will be a.convenient hour to meet. But
legislature still adjudged blacks as chattels, and that petitioning the will be {mpossible to limit the duration of sessions, as important matters
lature for the vote "would do nothing" since "Congress alone has: that p y be before the house at the appointed time. -Consequently the Convention .
In: emphatic language the president continued by saying the "Constitutlo solves to meet at 11 o'clock A.M., and not to fix any particular time to
not authorize the General Assembly to grant the suffrage, except to‘educa 2. the daily sessions.
men. - The whites and the blacks are separately and unequally taxed forith “A.resolution was offered by Mr. R. C. Baylor to take daily 75 copies of
schools. 1If we are not citizens, why make soldiers of us?" ‘ribune, for the use of the members of the Convention [illegible].

Before the Convention adjourned, a resolution was passed declaring e. President proposed to appoint a committee on federal relatioms, that
"we place our confidence in the majority of the American people, who have Government affairs. Being asked by Mr. Banks, if we have any relations
elected Pres:Ldem: Lincoln," and extended its praise to the New Orléans Tr. th the Government, the President answers: "As citizens.' ' The proposition
for the "promptness it has shown in publishing the proceedings of this bo carried, and soon afterwards a motion to reconsider this vote is adopted.
along with the support given "to the object of this Convention." Mr, R. C, Baylor inquires if it is intended to send that committee. on
‘plantations, to report on the wrongs committed there against the country

January. 9, 1865.

‘rhe -Convention is called to order at half-past ten o'clock, by Captain
ames M. Ingraham, Chairman of the Executive Committee. -On motion, Captain
o B Noble is chosen as President pro tem., and Captaln Ernest Morphy as
provisional Secretary.

¢aptain Noble returns his. thanks to the Conventiom, and. impresses. that
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It is explained that the committee will only. have to Teport on:;
questions referred to them by the Convention.
that a standing bureau is contemplated,

coming under their notice,
to at the proper time.
Mr.

benediction; 9. adjournment.
to-morrow at 11 o'clock.
On a motion of Dr.

MOYYOwW.

Mr. Martinez moves that a majority of the members be a quorum,

BLACK STATE CONVENTIONS

1. prayer; 2. roll call; 3.

M. B. Avery reads the regulations reported by the commit
They are similar to the regulations adopted in most of deliberatiy
It is proposed not to allow any member to speak more than twice on
subject; and no longer than 15 minutes each time.
conducted in the following order:
the various meetings for adoption; 4. notices for motions and
unfinished business; 6. reports of the committees; 7.

The

Cromwell, which was amended by Mr. Young,
will have to take an oath, whose purport and tenor willibe determined g

At half past four o'clock the Convention adjourns.

LISTE DES MEMBRES DE CONVENTION

Capt. James H. Ingraham, President.

A. E. Barber, Vice President,
L. Boguille, " "
J. Curiel, " "

Capt. J. B, Noble, "
M. Johnson,

G. Hunter,

M. B. Avery,
Capt. E. Morphy,
Capt. C. . C. Antoine,
J. E. Murray,

du
du
du
du

Paroisse Jeff.

Messrs. Young and Fran
to take in hand all the griey,
The organization of this Bureau will he at

order of ‘the
The report.of the committee will be
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Smith, de Port Henry Smith,

Capt. A. St. Leger,
John Spearing,
George Taylor,
Hippolyte Vagner,
John F. Winston,

.
: Hudson,

Jacob L. Tospott,
“Rev..J. M. Vance,
Joseph Vincent,
gamuel P. White,

D

tee on
ve Bodi,
the B
proceedings wil
Proceedinpy
resolution
day.
consid

Zekeil White,
A. L. Young.

gomite sur les Reglements: M. M. capitaine Noble, president, Dr. Lewis,
tromwell, J. A. Norager, capitaine Barrett.

comite des Finances: M. M, Ch. Martinez, president, Frank Davis, capi~
e A, St-Leger.

comite de Correspondence M.~ M. L. :Banks, president, Chas, E. Logan,

g Wo Poree.

omite d'Affaires: M. M. John ¥. Winston, president, Ch. Aubert, Rev.

ance, A.-L. Young, August Gaspard, J. L. Tospott, A. E. Barber.

the me

Carry,
THE STATE CONVENTION

Tuesday, January 10, 1865,
The  Convention .is called to order at quarter past 11 o'clock A.M.- An
'épquent prayer is offered by Rev. J.. Dutche, of Baton Rouge.. The minutes of

ler dist: sterday s session are read and adopted.

2me M The Committee on credentials report the names of some delegates, admitted
3me Y ace yesterday. The names will be found in our French report.

bme “mhe roll is called by the Secretary; 60 delegates answer to their names.

The. first object before the Convention is to consider the Rules reported

Terrebonne, terday by the committee., After a short debate they are adopted, with some
We subjoin a synopsis of the Rules, as adopted for the govern—
Secretaries. nt of the Convention.

R. G. Baylor, Sergent d'Armes,

Rev. James Allen,
Charles Aubert,
Madison Allin,

Capt. ‘A, Bertonnedu,
Fr. Boisdore,

G. P. Barrat,

L. Banks,

Capt. W. B. Barret,
Henry Berryman,

Dr. R, I. Cromwell,
J.- A. Craig,

E. Cordeviolle,
Henry Edmonds,

James Edwards,

Louis Ferry,

Ji J. Gage, de Morganza,
J. R. Grove,

$. Hays, de B. Rouge,
Capt. R. H. Isabelle,
John Landers,

Chs. E. Logan,

James Minor,

Joseph L. Monthieu,
John' A. Murray,

Rev. A. McCarey,
George P. Nelson,

J. Pullam, Junior,
Richard Pickett,

Dr. R. Smith,

Henri Chevarre,
Eugene Chesse,

B. B. Colburn,
Philip Crawford,
David Copland,
Rev. W. A. Dove,
Alex~J. Davis,
Samuel Delane
Abraham Douglas,
Frank Davis,
Henry Davis,

Alex Dumas,

Louis Edmonds,

H. Francis,

Benj. Geddis,

C. C. Gellorgan,
August Gaspard,
Rev. C. H, Hughes,
Thomasg Isabelle,
Dr. A. W.
Jules Lepirer,

Rev. John Murrell,
S. 8. Minor,

Ch. Martinez,

Alex Motts,

J. A. Norager,

J. Pullam, Senior,
Thomas W. Poree,
Thomas P. Robinson,

Lewis, Tr.,

+1.-Every question is to be decided by the majority; in case of the Con-
antion being equally divieded, the President will have the casting vote. 2,
ers. have to keep their seats;, and are not permitted to leave them without
.t of the President.. . 3. Every motion has to be seconded, and to be
‘ed by ‘the President. 4. No member can be excused from voting. 5. Members
11-'stand up to speak, and will keep their seats if ¢alled to do so:by the
sident . 6. No member will speak more than twice-on the same :subject, and
jore. than 15 minutes at a time, unless authorized by the Convention to.con-
e. 7., Visitors can address the Convention, if allowed to do .so by .a two-
irds vote.
‘The .committee on Rules and Regulations is discharged.
‘A-motion is made by Messrs. Boguille and Morphy, relating to the transla-
‘bf ‘every resolution and proposition. After some debate, and observations
esgrs. Martinez, Baylor and a few others, the motion is adopted, ' It will
e business of the Secretaries to make these translations, 'in order that
y-question might be put to the house in English and French.
Mr, Cromwell's motion on the oath is .taken up, as unfinished business.
he ‘path is read by the President, when the delegates rise to their feet, and
1 ake the pledge together, to be loyal ‘to the Govermment of the Union, and
‘sustain it throughout all-its trials. This was one of the most solemn and
pressive scenes yet witnessed in the Convention.
Onmotion of Mr. L. Banks; the proposed committee on federal relations
‘to-become Committee on Grievances. This committee i announced by the
dent ras follows: Mr. L. Banks, Chairman of the committee, Dr.. W. Rogers,
mon Hays, L..Berhill, E. Chesse.
‘The Committee on Business reports for comsideration, lst; a Constitution
‘the League; 2d, an address to the people of Lousianaj 3d, a plan for a
iteaiiof -Industry. -The Constitution is made the order of the day for to-

rowi . The address, which is'a powerful.and well written paper, is read by
resident. On motion of Messrs. Noble and Norager, amended by Mr. Avery
ubsequently by Mr. [illegible], one thousand copies of this document are
ed to be printed, in English and French and power' given to the Executive
\ttee to have more copies printed if necessary.
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.3, and- 4. The officers of the Committee are enumerated and their

4 ‘?;escriybed. The Committee's term of office is fixed at 6 months in

ﬁtéd regulation, but was amended by a motion of Mr. Craig, and made to
one year. In accordance to an amendment offered by Dr. Cfomwell ar}d Mr.

éfe’, the Treasurer shall be a property-holder, and shall give security to
mmittee of Finance, subject to the approbation of the Presuient.. 5.

£s shall be sent into the country in the State to inquire the condition of
sée, and to register their complaints. 6. There shall be a ]?ureau of

Justry in the city of New Orleans, and other localities if possible. 7.

at Leagues shall be established to act in concert with the Central League.

i i i | A i . . The Constitu-
Powr is then given the President of the Convention to invitre Such here zzaiezzegnggai ;Zf:;:iz; zf:_ :::11?1: giﬁ.\ffigiganeagues 9 o
: ‘may : oti.

E;Zg;isgigegirizzs hioszzdtginkjpropeé. 'hAS Sohe i the resolution i g on .a motion made by Mr, Noble a vote is taken upon the ﬁhole Constitu-
e Tresic s r. James ‘Graham, who is among the audienpa “ghich results in the unanimous adoption.  Upon which all the membexs are
invites him to take a seat among the members of the Convention. (Apptl A th £ ffix their name
. . . X ] o a .
e GZ:hzmq:z;:Z:s 2;5:; Egizk: 'z;loikv;r}}; haft’ll?e, gng apg?%?rlii‘:e ‘Panngr g;;fmorrow the organization of the Bureau of Industry will be. discussed.
3 i Sune e heaa, 2djourns, Mo t of this important institution is to ‘gather facts on the condition
Dr. W. Rogers and L. Boguille are announced as speakers, at the Schaol gbjec : . h ick and
Liberty, tonight. ) he freedmen, and all useful information; to take care for t e sick an
4 led, to facilitate to the country people the means of coming and going
s"]_y,and at will, to protect the families of volunteers, and other similar
¥ The dispositions of the bill will be fuller explained to-morrow,

Invitations to attend the sessions of the Convention' are tende
Hon. Thomas J. Durant, (adopted with loud cheers.) Dr. P. B. Raﬁddl
ted after a slight opposition), and Rev. Thomas W. Conway (wiout ‘any
remark.) The name of Maj. B. Rush Plumley is presented by Mr. Barﬁz
E. Chesse says that he feels it his duty to oppose Major P, being fend
seat in the Comvention, the Major having endorsed certain measures of.
Banks, detrimental to our race; moreover, Major P. being in Dpoliticy
accord with Mr. Durant, it would be improper to invite them to meet 'un'i
present circumstances. The question being put to vote, the Conventipy
not invite Major Plumley.

Yposes:
the discussion takes place.
“The,President reads a letter. from Maj. Plumley, who declines the invita-
“gent to him by the President of the Convention. It is alleged that the
~yention-did not come to a vote on Maj. P.'s invitation. Messrs. Chesse
4-Curiel, on one hand, and Norager on the other, having been heard, and Mr.
#anke having stated what he considered the sense of the Convention during the
proceedings on this matter, at the last session, the Conmvention asserts that
iy ote had been taken on the question,

The acceptation of Dr. Randolph is read and received with applause.

‘On motion of Capt. Barrett, a committee will be appointed to make collec-
a-at the public meetings. ' The Chair appoints Messrs. Barrett, president
he Committee, L. Graham, L. Banks, A. L. Young and George Taylor.

The following gentlemen are announced as the committee having charge of
aring the petition to the Legislature: Logan; President, Chesse, Martinez,
rt, Norager, Noble, Berhill, Rogers and Craig. On motion, President
graham is added to the committee,

Several propositions are deposited, and lay under. the-rules.

At 5 o'clock, the Convention adjourned. -
'Mesérs. Rev. Lemaistre and.H. Train, were present during the session,
were.invited to a ‘seat. ;

This evening, Messrs. Hunter, of Terrebonne, Capt. Ingraham, Delane,

er. and: Martinez will address the. public meeting &t the Liberty School.

THE STATE CONVENTION

Wednesday, January 11, 1gg5]
The Convention is called to order at half past eleven 6" clock“AiM:
Prayer offered by Rev. R. McCarey. The roll being called, 65 delegate;,
to their names, (R
New delegates are admitted, viz: M, Sturgis, Th. Lewis, J. Graves
Cromwell, Clay, Alexander, Fields. ; s
The minutes of last session's proceedings not being quite ready,
consideration is postponed up to 3 6'clock. -
Mr. Winston moves a suspension of the rules until twelve o'¢lock
order that the motions be entertained. Carried. : '
Messrs. B. Geddis and Dr. W. Rogers, as a committee to notify Ha
J. Durant of the invitation tendered to. him by the' Convention, Teport:
presenting a letter from the gentleman, in which he. states that. he: ha:
with deep interest the efforts of the colored peopulation and particul
this Convention, that he felt grieved that professional engagements Y
prevented his attendance, but he will attend the Convention as s00n.48"
possible .and that he sympathizes with them in.the important object they
in view. (Applause.) S
On motion of Mr. Noble, Mr. Durant's letter is accepted, - and ‘will b
serted in the minutes. : ;
The Convention proceeds to elect a vice~president ‘from the pariéH,G
East Baton Rouge,. The vote being taken, Mr. L. Thomas obtains’ 38 votes,
L. Berhill 19, and Mr. L. Graham 4. Mr. Thomas is declared duly 'elected
is conducted to the platform. s LA
The following motions are offered and adopted: ;
lo. By Messrs. Logan and Davis: That a committee of nine have éharga
preparing a petition to the Legislature. The committee will be appointed
afterwards. e
20.:. By Messrs. Barrett and Logan: That a committee be appointed p
General Military Affairs, and to inquire why we are commanded and cannot
commarnd, ~~Carried, ) R
Mr. R. C. Baylor having proposed that every political personalitig
prohibited,. an animated debate arises; the motion is laid on' the table:
personal explanation, Mr. Baylor points to the fact that he has been
up to the arrival of Gen. Butler; consequently his intentions could hardl
have been misunderstood. .
The project is taken section by section.
The Convention takes up the proposed Constitution.
The preamble provides for the organization of the Leagues.  The ar
are substantially as follows: 1. The object of the League shall' be for th
promotion of moral development, education and industry. 2. There shall
Executive Committee, which (as amended by Mr. Martinez) shall have the po
to establish the necessary regulations for the fulfillment of-the Co

THE STATE CONVENTION

8 Thursday, January 12, 1865.

“The Convention was called to order at 11 o'clock P.M., cpatain Ingraham
te-chair. Prayer offered by Rev. Mr. Maistre. Roll called; 52 Delegates
swer to their names. The minutes of the proceedings of Tuesday and

esday ‘are read and approved. :

On motion of Mr, J. A. Craig, the Delegates who were not present at the
that the Convention tock the cath, are requested to come forward and

¥ allegiance,

- The regulations relating to the Bureau of Industry are called for dis-
on. We give a synopsis of the important organization; :in our:French
rial; we will likewise give an idea of the proposed institution, in

gh, in one of our next numbers. This important bill is adopted as a
ole, by the unanimous vote of ‘the Convention.

;Several motions are offered, and laid over under the rules.

~The first proposition to be discussed is one offered by Mr. Curiel,

ain E. Morphy and Mr. Chas. Aubert, which (after amendment of Mr. A. E.
er) -veads substantially as follows: Each of the vice-presidents will see
.Leagues be organized in their respective comstituencies. - Families. of
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qhe benediction is offered by the Rev. W. A. Dove.. At 3-o'clock P.M.,
gonvention :adjourns. Among the new visitors admitted to seats to-day,
Mr. 8 Seiler, of the German Gazette, Mr. Anthony Fernandez and Mr. E.
gere. ‘

" gn Friday evening, Messrs. Dr. Lewis, C. H. Hughes, Rev. A. McCarey,
?' ofConnor of Baton Rouge, and Captain: Barret will speak at Liberty

members. will be admitted to join; no person shall be a'membet of Hor
League at a time. :
Mr. J. A. Craig insisted upon the liberty that must be left o ay
to join such local League as he may like best. Captain J. A, Noble r"
that it was proper that each citizen be entitled to only one vote, &
W. B. Barrett said that.there should not be such distinctions as 4.
lines between us. ' We all have only one and the same sentiment,
tions, as adopted, cover the whole ground.
The duty of taxing the members of the several Leagues, is left ¢
Executive Committee. P
Next in order is the proposition of Dr. R. W. 'Rogers and Chas, g
to appoint a committee to draft a petition to the Commanding Generai ki : . Friday, January 13, 1865.
that certain classes of colored persons be admitted in the City Raii;o Sking ".The Convention is called to order at quarter past 11 o'clock A.M.,
Capt. W. B. Barrett says that there is one class of colored men g8 J. H. Ingraham, in the chair. The audience is move mumerous than it has
admitted in the cars; the soldiers. But we want something more; we Want. ously been. Col. Hanks, in full uniform, has been present during the
no distinction be made between citizens and soldiers. Wé'must clain er part of the proceedings.. Hon Thos. J. Durant was:among the visitors,
of riding for every one of us, and claim it unconditionally. We mustos - was received with applause,” and all the delegates standing.
this- matter in hand as free citizens in general; we will never [illegib‘ . ‘prayer offered by the Rev. H. Reading,.of Baton Rouge.:- Roll called; 52
before. (Applause.) . 'eéates' present. -Minutes of yesterday's proceedings read,  corrected -and
Mr. Sam. Delane, explains that Gen. Banks has written to the Raiiy \rovédv- :
Company to ask how they understood the case. The answer not being satifsy P geveral motions are offered, and laid over under the rules.’
tory, Gen. Banks wrote another letter, saying that he saw no cause 't e The first object is to consider the propriety of appointing-a committee
lish any distinction whatever. Upon which the company hastened- to Cone seven ‘to inquire, throughout the State; which churches have not. contributed
right of riding to the colored men bearing Uncle Sam's .clothes. d 5 the expenses for the Convention, and report the same to the Executive Com-—
Capt. W. B. Barrett rose again, and said that it behooves Louisian,
raised the first colored troops, and had the first Port Hudson [illeginie
-~to step forward on this important occasion. : :
Vice President A. E. Barber being called to the chair, Capt: Jémeg
Ingraham takes the floor. He revises the dec¢isions of judge Bell, hong
the ‘black soldiers, and of judge Kinsman, who decided that the comp;any
power to.exclude every one they choose. We must ask our rights as. men
commanding General is a friend of justice. Let us ask the admission of
one of us, and I am confident we will not address him in vain.
a 'bold -and general position, as the only manner consistent wit
(Applause.) . : ;
Dr. §.°W..Rogers explains that he wished only to bring the ‘mattey
the Convention. He was glad to have ‘succeeded in raising this debat
approved of the sentiments that-had been expressed. s
Mr. J. Graves says that the rights of colored men are the ‘Same ‘as th
rights of the white; consequently, we cannot ask for less than the whit
enjoy. It is a shame that a colored soldier be received in the 6arg. ai
mother be expelled, : ointed on said committee, .
Mr. L. Thomas feels to be a Representative of the whole Affican Ra “Mr. Curiel is called to the chair. The reports of the several committees
He stands here for the black man as well as for the light colored one; gre called for.
wants a general measure, and is not in ‘favor of confining the petition fo : Mr. J. A, Craig reads the report of the committee to send a petition to
particular classes, : he Legislature. The address is written in a clear-and energetic language,
Dr. R. I. Cromwell makes some very judicious remarks on the diffe: ting forth the claims of the colored people to the right of suffrage. A
between “citizens of the United States" (as we are recognized by ‘Atfor ¢port.of the minority, protesting against the propriety ‘of addressing the
General. Bates), and "citizens of Louisiana" (that we are not according glslature is presented and read.
laws- now in force.,) G Capt.. J. H. Ingraham says that, according to the Louisiana Legislature,’
After this free exchange of remarks, the Convention resolves that ¢ 2 are but ‘chattels. The Convention of 1864 had the matter in hand, and
petition, will embrace "all the citizens of the United States." ) ould do nothing. .The Legislature has no right by their Constitution to
The rules being suspended, Messrs. J. B. Noble and J. Curiel ask fer rant us a general suffrage. Congress alone bas that power. - We have been
committee to inquire into the legacies of the late Mr. McDonough, yin favo: eﬁied our: demand by Gen.. Shepley and Gen. Banks, and any new attempt will
the. colored population. The donations made to the City, the State, and:the € ugeless,
Orphans (white), have been paid long ago. Thé colored institutions ha “Dr..J. W. Rogers says that, in his opinion, this petition was in accor-
obtained their due, ; Ce-with the expressed wish of President Lincoln. It does not matter if the
The Convention adopt the motion; the committee will report to th egislature be called a bogus Legislature. If we are refused, we will find
tive Board, and be empowered to employ an Attorney. Members: of the eommitt ugands of signatures to send our protest to Congress.
Messrs. J. B, Noble, president, J. Curiel, C. Martinez, L. Banks and L .Capt. J. B. Noble reminds the Convention that the rights of the colored
Boguille. e eople ‘had been reserved in the treaty of cession.. Heé alluded to the. change
The Treasurer, Dr. A. W. Lewis, submit the account of receipts an the times. Formerly the colored men were not-at liberty to meet as they
penses. .  The report is received. i ¢ met to-day, .in this Convention, without fear of mob or prison.

The Convention endorse the Declaration of Rights and Wrongs, ado ~CGapt.. J. H. Ingraham cannot perceive the propriety of addressing the
Syracuse. ; islature; the Constitution does not authorize the General Assembly to: grant

- Cap
8 distry
The ‘1’?.30 o ‘90;1 ]

THE STATE CONVENTION

apts

e,
it‘er. ‘A. E. Barber complains that freedmen have been deprived of their
{ght:to education. Rev. W. A. Dove says that the influence.of ministers is
ary ‘great; every minister of the Gospel has to favor .every thing tending to
he-elevation of his race. We are now six millions of colored men; it is
sre than ‘the white were, when they conquered their independence. If the
jders or. deacons of the churches do not conmcur:in this move, let them be
gﬁox?ed. He does not care for any particular religious denomination, provided
t/they are 'in cooperation with their fellow worshippers.

The committee will be appointed.

The Convention resolves to send copies of the minutes and the documents
file to the President Lincoln, the Secretary of State, the Secretary of
;,the Senators and Representatives who are friendly to our cause.. .On

{on; Maj. Gen. Butler and several other names are added on the list,

‘On motion of Messrs. A. E. Barber and .J. F. Winston, a committee of five
~gppointed to nominate candidates for the Executive Committee.. Messrs. Rev.
.:McCarey, .chairman, C. Martimnez, E. Morphy, J. F. Winston and H. Vagner are
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the suffrage, except to ‘educated men. -The whites and t s

1y and unequally taxed for the schools. If we are not gitgi:s;s ore

soldiers of us? That Legiglature has been only elected-by the v;h;.,

not before them, but before the world, that we have to lay ourf lada

(Applause.) “iaing
Capt. J. B. Noble and Mr, A. E. Barber are of opinion that b 7, :

a memorial to the Legislature, we only recognize the de facto gt;v'e'yru:en
Mr. H. Grimes finds that civil law is now woving in a very

o "‘s,. Objection is made to this decision of the chair. The chair. is

4'by. 38 against 27,

A E. Barber moves that the petition be sent only after the readmis-

4o State into the Union. The rules are suspended by a two-thirds

“main question is lost, (32 ayes, 37 nays). Another motion for a

- object was similarly rejected later-in the day, after some energetic

of Mr, H. Chevarre. Consequently, no memorial shall be sent-to the

Had the men who had the power of dragging us through the streetsna;;d :a;uig ;Zztzzdz;?81on. The Convention vemsins consistemt WIS I

pressing us into the army, be willing of granting to the colored,ﬁhe; 2 T?!Z following propositions are adopted, with little debate:

suffrage, what coulc‘l I}ave prevented them to do so? The Convention of 13¢ . copmittee of five is appointed to visit the Orphan Asylum, Toulouse

emanated from the mll%tary power, and could freely grant us our right.’ N and the Third District School.--Messrs. C. E. Logan, J. A. .Craig,

bl;rxck man, borw.n on this land, is better entitled to citizenship-th, : gabelle, J. A. Norager, H.‘ Chevarre.

emigrant, wl:lo is received with open arms. If this petition is to ha tr iommittée of three (to be appointed by the chair) will have charge of

as our soldiers have been, as we ourselves have been, then, gentleﬁén ~ the minutes and documents for publication.

have better never send that memorial. (Applause.) D N ;{% the. committees are granted ten days to finish their respective busi-
Rev. W A, Dove do t‘xot see yet any g?od reason not to send};hg e undéer. control of the Executive Board.

i.:cg Fhe Leglslﬁur;. SIt is true that we will meet there political o minutes, rules, list of members, and other documents of the Conven-

]._ is so 11'1 all the States. . Congress itself is a Congress of white Ten o ordered. to be printed (1000 copies,) in English and French.

ing fox.‘ whlt:.e men. But, the sending of this memorial is the firast 5 ep aipr_. J. B. Noble is called to the chair.

take,cz;\tthf;s 11:11::11:iI:ir;:aix;“d1 it 1; p;operhtha;'we cz}ke it at the statt. Avote of ‘thanks to the Tribune for its support of -the Convention, is

cion. He.det'ﬁ_e; thgt o Is,,ze:iisiatﬁ;etbi thlrd time, by consent of -th poiisly carried. The Tribune is declared the official organ of the

Thot body hes treatod with g & _proper authority. to be.add: a1 Equal Rights League of Louisiana. The resolutions are given below.

y has treate wz:t contempt every bill which was in favor of: vote of thanks to Rev. Mr. Maistre for his concourse at the funeral

we have blood in our veins, we will not seek to be once more rebuked 23 caillou. Unanimously carried.

;—Zatgfu13?%‘;356agilii:‘:ilcihzen;})’;e‘gz_w:Lll say, "give me liberty, or. 4 committee of three (Messrs. J. F, Winston, J. Misor, 0. S. Dunn) will
After sode remarks’ fullpofcfeeigis a;'e gUSPaned for'a few mnutg t on-the Commanding General, to ask redress for ’the neglect and contempt

Allen, the roll i ll’d g, by Dr. A: W. Lewis and Rev.. J ¢the wives of colored soldiers, at the Free Market.. :They will ask that
s ° is called, which resulted as follows: 22 ayes, ‘and 5 sther be substituted to the wife, in case the soldier is not a married

The official record of the voteée will be found in our french 1eading rticl, g ’ .

The result of the vote appeared to give general satisfaction. g e

us

A N 3 i committee of three (Messrs. J. A. Craig, J. A. Norager,.J. B. Noble) is
by Mezlslis?egc.’r:l.oisg)l:]_;:m:;stje ;n %ri:;:‘éiﬁce:dss takzn up. A 19131?3 :ted to wait on Commanding Genex.‘al, and ask from h]:.m, for the colored
ing the Division of West Missis;i 'i is re;d eressi tohthe General yis, the same liberty of travelling, going and comming, that other
the black and complaining of the g?lzti Z’L }.{pos ng the il1 trga; B enjoy. Messrs. Chaplain Conway and Major Plumley spoke a few words
Messre. H. Gri gd ilitla regulations. s is question. Maj. Plumley stated that the requirement of a pass,
- H. Grimes and L. Thomas add new facts to the. indignities pr ting from the employer, had only been taken as a temporary measure. - He

ously mentioned. : ; : : )
. S t if Maj. Gen. Banks had remained a little longer in this Depart-
All the communications are referred to the Committee on' Grievances hc tha ] g P

: . . ! woild have been done away with the system, before this time. It will
the Executive Committee is empowered to have them printed. v be aholished, as soon as the attention of the Commanding General be

The Convention proceeds to elect the Executive Committee. ' The :fo ad to it. (Applause.)
%iizi;ﬁi:ﬁ’;itduty gé‘?céﬁdi L. Banks, President, by 41 votes; J. P} The 9th of January is appointed as a day of commemoration, to be kept by
» by 35; Chas. Aubert, Treasurer, by [illegible]; Capt. Tesgues, all over the State, as the anniversary of the meeting of this
Morpf.ly, Cc?rrespondlng Secretary, by 38; Rev. R. McCarey, Recording:Secr &3!{ ntion.’
?Zgi:ii;glgi:i;iﬁ;eﬁéeg«:yi‘;r;hsa;gent—at;a;mcsi, by [illegiblel; Capt..l, proposition of opening correspondence with the Freedmen Bureau at-
63 deleg;tes- i 0.5 Domn 1eFi¥:te:aZso' tn zstll;y }3)}27 the unanimous Vot Yashiington  (when established), is réferred to the Executive Committee.
b f the }’3 I > : sistant, by 32 votes. The: ot er e A-resolution is.adopted, declaring that we place our confidence in the
ers o x;cut:_ve Committee will be elected during the next-session ity of the American people, who have reelected President Lincoln.
Rev. J. Allen give.ts the benediction. ; ‘At half-past five o'clock the Convention proceeds to elect the balance '
At quarter past five o'clock P.M., the Convention adjourns. & Executive Committee.
‘The ‘members elected are the following:
Messrs. Hippolyte Vagner, Charles Martinez, A. L. Young, Joseph Curiel,
A W. Lewis, Rev. W. A. Dove; Eugene Chesse, J. Vincent, H. F. 0'Connor,
Noble, H. Grimes, G. W. Samuels, J. A. Norager, Mitchel Sturges, J. L.
Withieu, ‘Thomas Isabelle, H. White, L. Boguille.
o complete the Bureau of Industry:
apt. W. B. Barret, 2nd. assistant, Moses B. Avery, 3d. assistant.
-Aftey giving the Executive Committee power to transact all unfinished
ss, the Convention, at seven o'clock, adjourns sine die.
The following are the resolutions which endorse the course of the
bune" in regard of the Convention. - By the unanimous action. of that
ble body, our paper has been made the official organ of the ‘Leagues.
re proud of the part we have taken in this great and important move, and
ﬁqgor that the Convention has conferred upon us. We return our:most
ve thanks to our friends, and can assure them that, in this. fight for

THE STATE CONVENTION

Saturday, January. l4, 1865.

The Convention is called to order at half-past eleven o'clock; Capi:~
H. Ingraham in the chair. Prayer offered by Rev. George Steptoe," Rol.
called; 55 delegates answer to their names. Capt. Conway, Col. Hanks, Maj
Plumley, Mr. W. R. Harmount and other distinguished visitors were presen!

Messrs. J. B, Noble, J. F. Winston and P, Hill ask for a suspension
the rules, in order to offer a motion to reconsider the vote on the memoria
to the Legislature. After a debate during which Messrs., H. Berryman; :J.
Noble, Rev. R. McCarey and J. A. Craig are heard on one side of the: wes
and Messrs. Dr. R.  I. Cromwell and Rev. J. Allen on the other side,'
pension of the rules does not obtain a two~thirds vote, as required b
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others, have contributed their full share to elucidate the questions
"the Convention. It is well to remark that the country delegates were

liberty and right, they will always find us at the front, as we hé#’e
F 11y more radical than most of the city delegates. ‘Don't let New Orleans

before: .
Whereas, The New Orleans Tribune has, through its influencei pehind. o s P
r 1 4 v P . 3 t
support to.the object of this Convention, and thereby considerab‘iyg,zoﬁ fellov.v—cn:lzer}s, the Conveﬁtlon has aijozzizinlziglggv?llo; ihe
ted its share of labor in the great struggle for liberty and Justic Executive Committee. It behooves you to

L e eas, ey i i he National
And Whereas, on every occasion said journal has always shown'iy " ¥ which has been so well 1na\:1gur§tec‘:l. Give you; supiort ;:lomt: ihealznd oo
unfaltering devotion to the interest of our race; ! Rights League. Let our six millions of people, € r(}ug o ; s

» ' This is the time; and if you let

And Whereas, through its large circulation among all classes; '0{ ! u od and organized as the white men are.
3 i rodden peo-
and its influence with the leading men of America and Europe, aﬂd“itss god bp‘portunlty slide and pass away, you will be forever a downt P

tage of being published in French and English;

and Whereas, The Tribune has published the daily Proceedings 5f
vention, and has thereby exposed our just cause before its large nynmbe
readers. :
Be it resolved, That the Conventilon returns its sincere thanks,,'go

Pribune for the promptneéss it has shown in publishing Fhe proceedings. of th,
body. ! e

vﬂéw orleans Tribune, January 10, 11, 12,113, 14 and 15, 1865.

REFERENCE NOTES

Osear J. Dunn (1821-1871) was the first lieutenant governor of
ions of the constitution of 1868. Dunn

1.

Be it further resolved, That said journal be recognized as the:

organ of the cause, and as the official journal of [thel organization: s.iisiana elected under the provis ; listed in
Be it further resolved, That it. is the duty of each and every §']{e.":lgm; 3:7 away from'slavery and finally bought dh:.LS ire?dzt;\;m z;tiisge:noiieans was
the State to subscribe to said journal and extend its circulation amons i, che first regiment of black troops raised in Louls : d
oppressed. STORE the ~spured by Union forces. He subsequently attained the rank of'C§ptaln an
il War helped to found the Republican Party in Louisiana. In

the- Civ :
te % Reconstruction in America ([New York, 1935], p. 469), W. E. B.

e ‘plac L :
NEW ORLEANS TRIBUNE fois described him as "a man of courage and firmness. ljle was admitted by
' me pemocrats to be incorruptible. . . . His sudden death in November, 1871,

Editorial it s a severe loss.”

Sunday, January 15, 1865.
The Convention of Colored Men of Louisiana has adjourned ‘sine die. i
day of the meeting of this Convention has inaugurated a new era. "It wag'§
first political move ever made by the colored people of the State achg 5
a body. It was the first time that delegates of the country parishes-
ferson, Baton Rouge, Terrebonne, Lafourche, Assumption, etc.--camé 'to' t]
city to act upon political matters, in community with the delegites of th
Crescent. City. : :
But, that Convention has revealed -to the world other and-more: impcir
facts. There, were seated side by side the rich and the: poor, the Titi
and educated man, and the country laborer, hardly released from bondage;
tinguished only by the natural gifts of the mind. There, the rich landos
the opulent tradesman, séconded motions offered by humble wechanics and
men. Ministers of the gospel, officers and soldiers of the U.S: army, mei
who handle the sword or the pen, merchants and clerks,-—all the clagses
society were represented, and united in a common thought: ‘the actual Iibers
tion from social and political bondage. R
It was a great spectacle, and one which will be remembered for genes
tions to come.  The 9th of January will be in future, a memorable dite;
speakers whom we have seen rising to prominence in this Convention wil
champions of their race. Among so many liberal and talented men; 4t woOi
unjust to make any particular distinctions. ' All have done their duty to
best. of their ability. ‘ : :

conducted the deliberations, and his unquestionable talent as-a public:
speaker. Others have given promises of usefulness, which they will prove
due time. Messrs, A. E. Barber, Dr. R. I. Cromwell, Dr., S. W. Rogers,
W. A. Dove, Capt. W. B. Barrett, Mr. J. A. Craig, Capt. J. B. Noble, Mr
Banks, have taken an important part in the debates. e

Speakers in the French language must not be forgotten. 'Messrs J.
and L. Boguille, well-known to our Creole population, have temporarily oc
pied the chair; Mr. E. Chesse'was firm, and took a manly stand in defense
his opinions; Mr. C. Martinez could not possess a better knowledge of
parliamentary rules, had he been for ten years a Congressman at Washing

The country parishes were represented by remarkable delegation )
L. Thomas and H. Grimes, of Baton Rouge, Mr. G, Hunter, of Terrebonne;




