
Vienna, December 

Dear Mr, C a r r : 

I appreciate very much your recent letter ackno-»» 
ledging the oopieB of my letters to the Secretary and to 
Judge Koore. The comment which you have beer good enough 
to make I value all the more as I know it cosies from a 
good friend whose principal interest is that the letters 
should be as effective as possible, I have tried to keep 
the letters as short as possible, but it is no easy task 
in view of all tho angles w' ich have to be considered, I 
shall try to keep the letters shorter even if I think in 
some ways their effectiveness may suffer. There ore var
ious aspects of these letters, that I would like to take up 
with you and to get your opinion on, but which I cannot go 
into today as I wa trying to get off a pouch this evening. 
IJany thanks for having written me, 

I am sending you herewith ft oopy of my letter to 
J.xdge Moore of December 22# Please don*t think that I 
have already neglected your good advice by "writing at such 
length, but as I had not written since December 5, and as 
there are really important devolopments# I feel that they 
had to be adequately covered. The situation in Germany 
is getting to a crisis, but I don't think they will resort 
to war simply because they know it would be disastrous for 
them. This is no time to treat with Berlin nor the time 
for concessions. 

The Honorable 
Wilbur J. Carr, 

Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington, D, 0* 
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X an also sending you copies of two letters, dated 
December 22 and December 28, -which I have to Dunn about 
the Duke of Windsor is/ho, as you know, is staying near Vienna, 
They contain information in a lighter vein, but of very human 
interest^ and I would not be surprised if Mrs, Carr would 
not be interested in reading these two letters, The practi m 
cally forced abdication of the King and his exile are a great 
human tragedy which might have had very far reaching con
sequences. Ho matter what views one may have,and ones feel
ings must bs conflicting, it 1« a groat tragedy, for the for
mer King had many fine qualities which can awaken only ad
miration and respect, Vfrien things get quieter he has in
dicated that he would like to came to see us once in awhile 
and 1 shall enoourage him in this for it will be pretty 
lonely out at Snzesfeld, and it is extremely important both 
for him personally and for the general situation that he 
remain quiet and happy uctil the divorce is final, 

\'Ie had our usual Christmas dinner and had the Chiefs 
of the Latin American Missions hers with their families to 
join our own official family, I had a letter from one of 
my good friends in Buenos Aires today telling me about the 
really fine impression made by the President and the Secre
tary, Jfy friend was good enough to tell me that the work 
which I had started in the Argentine during ny tour of duty 
there had at least to & 4egree helped to lay the foundation 
for the better relations which we have, I personally think 
that what I did some of my fcrionds may have exaggerated, but 
there were things which I did there of which I never spoke 
in Washington which represented real effort and which waved 
us a lot of gi&efW Sometime when I see you I will tell you 
of how by ohe afternooa** work I prevented the putting into 
effect of a new tariff act which was all ready for the Presi
dents signatuw and which the President was going to sign 
that evening, I had * Meeting with four sf the leading 
Argentines who prepared this decree, largely under the in
fluence of the British Ambassador and the Argentine agri
cultural interests, and after four hours I convinced them 
that it would be a calamity for the Argentine to put it into 
effect* They left me to go over to the Casa Hosada to ask 



the President to tear up the decree, which he did, instead 
of signing It that evening as had been planned* I always 
hesitated t tell this to the Department as it looked like 
blowing lay own horn, but it was perhaps the rest important 
thing I ever did during all By years of hard work in the 
Service, 

At that tine Savaadra Lianas vasts not in the Govern
ment but -was practicing law and doing a lot of writing, and 
I recognized his potential importance and probable future 
influence and I cultivated his friendship and confidence, 
which were not easy to get for he is a strangely aloof per
son even for an Argentine. I finally got his friendship, 
as well as his confidence, and then succeeded in getting 
him to accept an invitation to attend a meeting of the In
ternational Law Society which was held that year at a place 
on the Hudson Hiver, and I trade our plans so that we could 
go north with him on the sane ship. It was a hard job to get 
hi». into a reasonable attitude towards us and to make thi6 
trip to the United States, but I have alirays felt that what 
has followed made my initial efforts well worth while. The 
Secretary, who hae ft great knowledge of human nature, knew 
how to deal -with hira at the Montevideo Conference. Mr, Hull 
is really a great nan and we can feel fortunate that we have 
such a Secretary of State in these difficult times, 

Kerman arrived yesterday fron Moscow to see the 
doctors here. He seems to be in quite good shape and his 
year's assignment to Vienna, which the Department made pos
sible, was really a great and fine thing to do. His pres
ent visit here is in the nature of a precaution as the doc
tors advised him to be looked over after a year, I think 
he is on the way to good health and should make one of our 
most useful officers* 

Huddle has arrived here from Istanbul and plans to 
spend some days in Vienna writing up his reports before go
ing to Berne, ete. He has been suffering from sinus trouble 
and I think it will be a good thing for him to stay here a 
few days quietly and I have suggested to him ft treatment for 
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sinus trouble which is very simple and consists of h e a* 
applied two or three tires A day. I an sure that it will 
help hiro a lot. Ha is a nan of very fine parts and of 
very good and sound judgment. He takes a lot of knowing, 
but he is one of the most sound men we have la the Service. 
I have always found his judgaent fair, sound, and considered. 

We do not seen to be making any progress on the 
repairs and alterations to the house for the plans have 
not cone. I am glad that Captain Underwood has been ordered 
to cone here when 1h# plans arrive, but I aia still of the 
opinion that it will be useless to ask for bids on these 
plans and specifications if they are anything like what I 
think they are. It will take a tremendous lot of work 
to translate then, etc., and to get the bids, and then I feel 
sure we will find we can do nothing with them* I think 
we should make up our minds to do tho exterior work which 
has to bo done, early in the spring, and then there is . 
nothing so pressing about the rest. I feel sure that after 
Underwood comes here his recommendation will be that these 
external repairs must be made without delay, are practically 
a fixed charge, and should be made independent of what else 
is planned or done. I quite understand why the Department 
wants to keep the whole one project, but I doubt whether it 
will be found feasible, I hope that my last despatch and 
its enclosures nay be found helpful, but it was obviously 
impossible for me to do what the Department's telegram 
asked me to do. It asked for specific figures which I am 
under present conditions not able to give. I think Ihider-
wood should be instructed to coao here with as little delay 
as possible, for whatever report he makes. It is bound to " 
be helpful to the Department, 

Again with all good wishes to you and Mrs, Carr 
from us both. 

Cordially and faithfully yours. 

_ , G-eorge S. Idessersmith. 
Enclosures? 
1. Copy of letter .%&, Judge Moore. 
2. Copy of letter to Urm Dunn, Dec.22 
3. Copy of letter to Ur. Dunn# Dec.28# 


