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Nell	Gwynn	(1650-1687),		
Na5onal	Portrait	Gallery,	painted	1680	



Rev.	George	Gilfillan		
on	women	poets,	1847	

“ 
on	all	ques5ons	affec5ng	proprie5es,	decorums,	what	
we	may	call	the	ethics	of	sen5mentalism	…,	their	
verdict	may	be	considered	oracular,	and	without	
appeal.		But	we	dare	not	say	that	we	consider	them	
en5tled	to	speak	with	equal	authority	on	those	higher	
and	deeper	ques5ons	where	not	ins5nct	nor	heart,	but	
severe	and	tried	intellect	is	required	to	return	the	
responses….A	maker	[Hemans]	is	not.	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 				” 



Felicia	Hemans	(1793-1835),		
1875	edi5on	of	Poems	



Felicia	Hemans,		
Songs	of	the	Affec4ons,	1828	



Mathilde	Blind	photograph,	1870	



Mathilde	Blind	(1841-1896),	Selected	
Poems,	ed.	Arthur	Symons,	1897	



Elizabeth	Barre`	Barre`,		
Poems	5tle	page,	1844	



1844	Dedica5on	following	the	5tle	
page	



Elizabeth	Barre`	Browning	
(1806-1861),	Poems,	1850,	5tle	page	



Elizabeth	Barre`	Browning,		
Aurora	Leigh,	3rd	ed.,	1857	5tle	page	



Field	Talfourd,	Portrait	of	Elizabeth	
Barre`	Browning,	Chalk,	1859	



Elizabeth	Barre`	Browning		
and	her	son	Pen,	1860	



Title	Page	and	Fron5spiece,		
Aurora	Leigh,	4th	ed.,	1859	



Elizabeth	Barre`	Browning	
daguerrotype,	1858,	MSL	Collec5on	



Elizabeth	Barre`	Browning		
daguerrotype,	1858,	MSL	Collec5on	

Title	Page	and	Fron5spiece,		
Aurora	Leigh,	4th	ed.,	1859	



Title	Page	and	Fron5spiece,	
	Aurora	Leigh,	4th	ed.,	1859	



Chris5na	Rossea	(1818-1894)		
Goblin	Market,	1862;	art	by	D	G	Rossea	



Chris5na	Rossea,	New	Poems	(1896),	
with	fron5spiece	by	D.	G.	Rossea	



Chris5na	Rossea,	excerpt	from	
“Song”	(1862)	



Chris5na	Rossea’s	fron5spiece	and	
5tle	page,	Roberts	Brothers	(US,	1888)	



D.	G.	Rossea	portrait	of		
Chris5na	Rossea,	pencil	and	chalk,	1866	



Chris5na	Rossea’s	fron5spiece	and	
5tle	page,	Roberts	Brothers	(US,	1888)	



Double	Fron5spiece,	Roberts	Brothers	
Goblin	Market,	1866	



Title	Page,	Roberts	Brothers		
Goblin	Market,	1866	



Chris5na	Rossea’s	Author	Note,	
Roberts	Brothers	edi5on,	1866	



Chris5na	Rossea’s	Author	Note,	1888	



Chris5na	Rossea’s	fron5spiece	and	
5tle	page,	Roberts	Brothers	(US,	1888)	



Portrait	Credit,	Roberts	Brothers,	1888	



Chris5na	Rossea’s	fron5spiece	and	
5tle	page,	Roberts	Brothers	(US,	1888)	



A.	Mary	F.	Robinson	(1857-1944),	A	
Handful	of	Honeysuckle,	1878	



A.	Mary	F.	Robinson,	Photograph		
c.	1880	



A.	Mary	F.	Robinson,	fron5spiece	and	
5tle	page,	Songs,	Ballads	etc.	(1888)	



A.	Mary	F.	Robinson	(Mme	James	
Darmesteter),	Lyrics	(1891)	



A.	Mary	F.	Robinson	portrait	by	Lisa	
S5llman	preceding	5tle	page,	1902	



Robinson	(Mme	Duclaux),	facsimile	
signatures	and	5tle	page,	1902	



A.	Mary	F.	Robinson	portrait	by	Lisa	
S5llman	preceding	5tle	page,	1902	



Graham	R.	Tomson	(1860-1911),		
The	Bird-Bride	(1889),	5tle	page	



Graham	R.	Tomson,	A	Summer	Night	
(1891),	cover	



Graham	R.	Tomson,		
fron5spiece	and	5tle	page,	1891	



Graham	R.	Tomson	fron5spiece,	1891;	
pain5ng	by	Arthur	Tomson	



“A	Summer	Night,”	1891,	stanza	one	

	 	 	The	linden	leaves	are	wet,	
	 	 	 	The	gas-lights	flare—	
	 	 	Deep	yellow	jewels	set	
	 	 	In	dusky	air,	
	 	 	In	dim	air	subtly	sweet	
	 	 	With	vanished	rain.	

	



Graham	R.	Tomson	fron5spiece,	1891;	
pain5ng	by	Arthur	Tomson	



A	Summer	Night,	5tle	page,	1895	



Poems	of	Rosamund	MarrioE	Watson,	
1912,	fron5spiece	and	5tle	page	



William	Rothenstein,	Alice	Meynell	(1897),	
Mark	Samuels	Lasner	Collec5on	



Alice	Meynell,	“The	Shepherdess,”	
1896,	last	of	three	stanzas	

	 	She	holds	her	li`le	thoughts	in	sight,	
	 	 	Though	gay	they	run	and	leap.	
	 	She	is	so	circumspect	and	right;	
	 	 	She	has	her	soul	to	keep.	
	 	She	walks—the	lady	of	my	delight—	
	 	 	A	shepherdess	of	sheep.	



Alice	Meynell,	Later	Poems,	1902	



Alice	Meynell,	The	Shepherdess	and	Other	
Verses	(1913);	portrait	by	Adrian	Stokes	



Publishing	note,	The	Shepherdess	and	
Other	Poems	



Alice	Meynell,	Collected	Poems,	1913,	
with	portrait	by	John	Singer	Sargent		
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E.	Nesbit	(1858-1924),	Lays	and	
Legends,	1886,	5tle	page	



E.	Nesbit,	Lays	and	Legends,	1892,	5tle	
page	and	fron5spiece	portrait	



E.	Nesbit,	concluding	stanza,	“The	
Woman’s	World,”	1892	

	 	 					I	am	only	you!	
	 	I	am	yours—part	of	you—your	wife!	
	 	And	I	have	no	other	life.	
	 	 	I	cannot	think,	cannot	do,	
	 	I	cannot	breathe,	cannot	see;	
	 	There	is	“us,”	but	there	is	not	“me”—	
	 	 	And	worst,	at	your	kiss,	I	grow	
	 	 	Contented	so.	

	



D.	G.	Rossea,	Roberts	Brothers	Poems	
1870,	5tle	page		



D.	G.	Rossea	fron5spiece	and	5tle	
page,	Roberts	Brothers,	1882	


