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T:1 t1- centur7 l.eton tho ·11rst Wo.Pl4 111.P, tMNt 

took plaoe oae of th., i-nat••t aigRtlona the wrl4 llaa 

eToP •zporten.ce4. F!Pat the Iri.ah aaa ti. Scotch, Mzt 

the Ge.man•• ana tlnall7 the Itall&d an4 &1.&Ylo pecopl•• 

s-ourht 1n •rtoa a new L"Ml aore boimtltul hoJMlbl. 
That tha7 •re lartcly euoeesa.ful. o.nnot t.e 4ent-e4. 

&,.,.rlaa na 'bount!~tul but r:!o la.aa ao •• the- iaieraot. 
·mth h11 c:oainc, tho trnlb>4 stat.ea pew 111th • npl4lt7 

aoldoa, 1t oveP, c-qualletl 07 ar:7 otber nation ln the 

a::nala or hlatoq. rtot onl7 a1a the 31&..'1pc9P ~lch 

these 1~"'-lif.ranta provtdcu! cu1a'blo ua to subftl the greet 

slldePnell- ••t ot the Allepc-~1••• bttt bf the1r 

pJPUYor&nee, thrttt. i~z•n1uit7. sna patlene•. alone 

w!.th their cultural eontr1~utlou•• tha7 pla,-a 1n 

tnterral role ln aal:lnc AaGPtca tht createat natlo». of 

the tw,mtleth centur7. 



CH!P'rt.R I 
, ... ;.~rt.~? ltJt""f1t .,..o·~ 'fr} ~;;' rr~'-\'I~V'r-i c:~utii•s <J~'":~--.¥ .. ,;.i: ;;.-.. ¥,J.,..~r,.(j i,., ..c.,, .. i ;..',.~ i1.·u;:. "&.'If'.,.- i ... 11 ....-~a...1 .. 

ot the nations of the world which have eont:r1butcu! to 

the ~onitla tion of th:e TJni tad States in tl'-ie nineteenth ... _., 

centu.•.7,. none baa pPO'Videc-1 a {:reater nitabeP ot lz.::11dt:·P&nte 

l "''"'.)/\ .. llY'>n ,r r-01 nm l't t tha, Gerz:.any. From ti,v ti-0 :,c,.;,, v,do :,v~ uemana CCUle ·O 

the shores ot kierlea to 111ake their hc;mea 1n the t°L"ll ted 

• 

From the !irst plodclng peaae.11ts who settled en the 

frontior to the later artl1an who t1nae his home ln tlHl 

cities, the C-ermar, brought vi th him the plai?;• hom~l1 

virtue, of peraeve.r11-nce, pa.tiene,e, tbrift. and reapeet fo:r 

anthoritr whlcli lent a conaep·vativo sta'ti111sint force much 

Drawn ty cheap lands, an.d later b7 the Iio=eatead Acta. 

the C-erman became an, l!l!pot-t&~t factor in s.ettlint the 

ii1sslssippl Valley an<l th• landa 'teyond. The well .. tralned 

1se~!'l ti-ade~an. a product of the thOPOUt;h zui ld 1,atem ,of 

th.e old \¥0rld, provided an impoi~tL~ t and valuable labor 

stt;,ply for Ameriea•a rttpidly expanding i11du1trle1. I:ri 

eon tra st to tb.e u.~ sld lle d, land--1bur1r"! ing Irl abman • the h.ome

lo vine, ur::exe~ table, aN'.1 some tines rJl.ileaopblcal German. wl10 

by thl•ift and industry acquired a home and business in the 

new world. addod a new navor to ~rican lite. 



"The Germ.a.,. was esentially e·onaervative, a 
hard worker, a careful brveator and an1thin"' but 
a sDeculator. he took fetrer chance• in the !otter7 
of life than his ente111rieing Seotel1-Iriah and 
Yankee neighbor. Re r1A1

2
drain fewer big p.rlsea, 

but also re11er blank.a.•· 

nefore u~e fwvolutionar1 lffl.r 1 t bas be•n eati!t•ted 

that some 225,000 C.-erm.ana had come to the coloniea,. These 

1;eotle were to be round ?:1ainl ~ on the frontloP exten!l:,ffl 
.A ,l., ., ~~ 

trorJ:. tho tohawk Valle7 to Geo~ia. They settled two iuJop 

r:cognphic a.reaa, the Plo~ont Plateau, lying between and 

at the ba1e and east of the AppalaehiL11 ranges fl'O'fl 'New 

York to Georgia, ana the Great Valley lying bttwen the 

Plue rtl.dge and Allegheny l!cuntaina, beginning ln Penns7lvanla 

and extcmdlne across Maryla.~d 1u1d aouthwest through Virginia.} 

The.y and the Scotch-Irish were the two moat important 

eontr-i butora to the population increasea during the eighteenth 

ee~tury. 

I.arp:ely coiisiating or c.1 scontonted el,uuenta, the Gei-mana 

wlo ctcte to kaerlca were dlaaatiafled with their homeland 

on poll tlcal .. religioua, a11d e,onomio grounds. Palatlnea, 

ruined b;, French lnvaalona or the Rhen1ah Palatinate; aecta, 

sueh as the iennoni tes, tforatlan Brothers, and Dunkarda, 

3 Faust, op. cit., I, 573. 
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who wen not accorded treedoa of worsbip 1n Ge1m&n7; and. 
• 

··Pletlsta_ lrhcae relation to the tutherana •• aimilar to 

that or the Purl tan a to the Chvch of England. llan7 o-t 
them. we.re aided. by the r~ngliah government to come to 

Zncrland,where: they embari::ed tor America and wen given 

g~anta or land. thaerou othen eame over ilreetlr troa 

a.em.any as r.deaptionePa cl von free passage 'b7 shlp ewner1 

who reimburauid themaelTos by selling the labo:r of their 

pasacngara fora stlpulat.d utnbel' of ye.us. The great 

majority or thia gPOup entered the colonies at Ph1latlelph1a 

wliere they sp~ad out tanwi.N along tt'-e coost and into the 

back cofm-tey. They bro'llght their own la."1guage and cul.tun, 
eatabli~bed. newapape.ra and a fine iaualeAl tradl tlon. In 

Perms7lvard.&. the7 took up tha boat land and boeeae the 

moat prosperous agz-i.eultviat-1 ia North .America.4 

In addition to tho• mentioned abo:ve, there caae n.ar 

the end or the een tur1 an other group under a01awhat 41tferent 

clt"eumstances. The7 were the impr-eaaed G1u-man soldier-a 

whose ruler• bad told tham to _the British to aupplG10nt the 

redcoats in the Revolutionai-y. •i--, and 1!ho &N- reter:rec1 to 

aa the •1ieasians. • or the 29/!f/5 Oerm.&.~: troops used in 

1.~:lerlca, 12,562 failed to return. About h.al.t' o! tr-Ale were 



c~l, ties and the rmainder atayed at the R1"1 a end and 

settled in the new wcrld.5 Thua it c&"l be aeon that tht 

eighteenth century emigration na largely confined to tho1e 

Germ.an aecta~iana whose religion and tempC1ftlent1 nullified 

then aa mllltar7 assets. Outside ot the f•• aoliUePs whose 

presence na nore an act of fate than policy. ftllcratlon 

wa1 quite limibd. !he widespread adherence to the 

mereantlliatic theory b7 the rulers ot EUPope, among whom 

were tl1e r'i8rmL11 princellnga and dukoa, was chictl7 naponsible 

for thia situation. Wldespi-cad emigration violatea on• of 

the principle tenets ot the tl1eor7. !or aereant11iata every

wl-•re believed that the nioat thickly populated atatee are 
potentially the rleb.eet. It was not until the nineteenth 

century ttJAt e.m.lgratio·n •• a u.~lver1al right oama to the 

tight l:i the oarlJ ,ear1, em.igi-atlon gathered aomentum 

aa the centW7 progressed until it approached. titanic pro

portion•. Sl'-dploa.da or immlgnnta !ttom the Gel'm&ll states 
--·· arrived at all the leading port& ot the United States. 

l~•n1 Germans moved inland to the Lfl1sl11lppl and points weat. 

but aa tiu passed, thousand.a reaained in the ci tiea and 

town a of the mid-atlantlc states. 6 B7 18;2 Geman. 1!~1lgratlon 

5 Faust, op. cit., ~6 
6 Carl Wittke, • Vib.o Built ka87lca1 (New York, 19'9). lff'/ 



into the Ur1lted Stab-a oxcetul.ea ten thcuuna a Jtua. 'b7 

18314, 17 .ooo,ana fN>m 18li to the Civil it:, a- total ot 

1,~oe.000. 

Altho~h muel1 baa t-aen aule ot tbe political factor 

in exylain!ng the eauaea tor the Gel'ldll emig:rat1on1 

p&Pticulai-17 at the retugeea ot the 111--tatei n•oluti0tt 

or 18.hS. the prl.P.ar1 e•ue •• ec·cnom.io.7 Iriereaaea 

lndu.striallsatiou. surplu agricultural pepulatioa. an4 

• seri~• of dla,u1troua crop talluNa lfeN ti. outstanding 

causes; next ln importan'°e •• tlw desire te ••cape fNII. 

the ince&sant mll"I and con:pulsor7 aillt&17 aeniee. 

The poll tleal 1i tuatlou 1n tho opening ;aara of the 

eem.tv7. r,01ttrv•r• waa such that it iave no indication et 
the great ••• that n1 ahortl7 to follow. !he French 

11e,¥olutlon. the All•n and S.di tlon lets, the Napoleonic 

Va.re and the.ir hlo.r1~~ eoW1terpart. the war of 1812. all 

ere.ated a 1ltne.tlon Jhlch l1aediatel7. at least. •• 

unfavorable to flll1 sisable migration .ot people• rroa 
Europe. 

It the ~Aia te ,tract or the :tapoleonlc 11&Fa •• 



to hinder Llie emigratlon to the new woi-ld, in the long 

run it sowed th. seeds tor much or the dlautiatec:tion 

which gave impetu. to the r;reat nvo1 to foll01r. 

The C-eman1 anttend 1:uch fi-oa tho ;lapole~"lic ware, 

particularly in southern Get-'.nan1, and •hen the reactlonarr 

zovettnments a11mcd firs control ln Europe-, eon.aidon.bl• 

diasatts1~aetion arose among the people or the German 

states. The tyt'annlcal p&Pte-cuticn of the student aooietie• 

and the suppression ot the Tu~,ner movement bi-ought m&117 to 
~ 

tho land ot polltleal liberl7.0 

The bad winter of 1816 deatro,ed man7 ot the cropa 

in German.7 and thla coupled w1 th the poll tloal situation 

brought more than 8,000 Oemana to America. .Al.moat halt 

or thi1 naber came to flew Ioi-k or Philadelphia where the7 

were eaallr absorbed alne-e man7 or th• •••tern tuaera were 

anxlou, to -11 their fam• to aeelc new lands in the weat.9 

Fr-om 1818 to 1828 Gema.11 i~igl"ation to the Uni tea State• 

dropped considerably once JaOrG n111.berlng lea,1 than 1.000 

per year as ~ depre-aalon in America made poaa1b111tiea 

slight.. The scarel t1 ot joba in America for even tl• natives, 

a:!ld tliO povert1 or tl.e Germa.1:1s, made the umalgrant quite 



unpopular. German emigration did not atop baw•••r• top 
!51&~1 settled in other parts of .. ri:urope, Russia and Poland 

r:ettinc the majority. It waa not until the decade of 

1331-l;O thnt immlg:ration to the United States lncl'easea 

m1ce r-:ore. Thia time tlie rn:1i t•d States, eJ"teJtging tPOn 

the depression cf the twntloa, na goinc through a partod 

o! expa..,sion and prosperity 'f.m!il8.tehe4 in lta abort hlator,. 

This change ln conci tion.s wa1 soon made k~own in GeJ'mari)"P• 

The pr0i~l&a of light taxes, the urgent need top laborer•• 

and tl:a., opportunity to a.cquire land., all attracted the 

impoverished and .restricted peasant and artisan, tor in 

Gen.any tlu, situation ••• worae tl1an ever; N-cUPring crop 

failnPea, eoupl$<l •i th the old.e:, problem• ot ovePproiuctlon 

and overpopula tlon of the farming di1trlct1 plagued the 

tamer, while the utisan and a:r-Jtll hand lndtu1tr-ie1 hl'G 

talllng prey to the e!tlciency ot tbe new factory a7at.a 

that was takin:e hold. io Thousands of ai-tlaana and cnfta.n 

fmi:~a themselvoa wi tl1out jobs 't,eeause o! a.aas produotion arid 

the deadl7 c0tt1petl tion it o!ferea.11 Aa a reault. the 

?:ovtr:1:~nt across th• itlantie resumed once more anti the ,ear 

1032 Baw over 10.000 lmmig:re.nta enter-ing the United States. 

10 
:~r:cyclopledia ot Social !;eienee•, X, 432-4;;. 

11 ~-a,~•t A"" el t r::ott 
~· t4-U , ''r• ... -..~. 



Increasing ,-a.rl1. the immigration !or the &le-a.de total.eel 

1s2.ooo. 

Letters tro.m the eai-lier lmmlrranta and oowepapeP 

roporta ot c-ondi tiona over here were quite favorable, ant! 

among Ce~an: J~riea was lookei upon a• a baYen from. the 

political, econ~Jc, at1d aoc!u. evil• or tbs tatherla:ul. 

Diseontet)tecl ~l'mana and partleularl1 tboae of the 'h.&Nl 

hit landa of the aouthern ithine region, began to plan ana 
s,ave fo·r the da7 that the7 too would be able to enjoy Ula 

opportunities whioh la7 on tt,.e other aid• et the !tlantie. 

Thia tPend. conti1'ue4 upwai-d until 185b, and then 

1lowl7 declined as the shadow of Civil Mt!" toll owr the 

United Stat.,a. NeYertheless, 1n the two d4cadoa bet.en 

the forties anc the sixties, oveP 900.000 arPived. The 

11u1zt 185li set _a. record brlni:ln.£ tbe hitheat ntabe:r yet to 

come in one ,e•i-, 216,009, the majorlt7 of thia nabeP cOiiing 

fro:! southwest C-eftlan7. Thia nction of Gem.an1 had, alwa71 

contrib1.2ted the lai-gest po,i-tlon ot 1~~1ir1u1t1; howe:Y-er, 

the failure of the petato cN>p in the ,ea:ra ~etliatel7 

!ollcwing 1046 ana. the vintage crop in the thNe years 

toll-owing 1850. a~grnated the conlitio11a &l!".ead7 mentioned.. 

In so:r:e regi on1 co1Hii tisns were ao bac that the local 

government a of tern en~oi.ii-aged the exodua of part or tholr 

population. Th& t the wave. rea.clled .i ta peak t'f'Oa l86o-l8S4 

was no doubt due. 1n so~ ~easure to the 111-tated Nvolutlcn 



or 1848. llhlle econe:de cauaea were chletl.1 reaponaible 

tor brir~ging the rank and file to America, th~ political 

trou blc s or 181,p 'f..~ugh t man,.- Germans ot weal th mul 

ecuc:atlon, who once in the trnitea States exerted an 

lnfiu@ncc whleh pt"oved to be !AP out at propor,tlO?l to their 

!nziber. Altl:1eueh the i~y,J>ttbrneo of tb-,1 ordinary migrant 

cannot be ovenatime,ted, lt waa from thls po-up ot 

int~llect11al1 tit.at At~rica galned acme or the best mlntls.. 

With the ending of the Civil Wai-, lmsA.1gntlon once 

more res~e ita hlgh l~rvel. America•• again looked upon 

•• a haTen fop peace ~--id n.euri t1. R-efon 1870, the g,eat 

wars. ot Prussia and th• eonvu.lsive repei-c1.uuiton1 w11ieh 

attcnde<1 the m1ltleatlon of the ·Qoman •·tatea. !UPth•P 

age~ava-ted b7 bigh t•xea and c~pulaor-1 militar1 at:fflce. 

li&d much tc do with ln.creaalng the eaigration. Attar the 

Franeo Pruaeifln war th-ere na 11 ttle relief. 11nanc1al 

troubles and econ<mtio troubles due ·to the ehange fN>m &12 

ar,:~icultunl to a.~ int1uatt>ial soclet1,, 1till hlgber taxes 

end alat-e---.ide r~11lta.ey -eonscr1pti.on atfecto-d all GeJ11&n7. 

Thia :un, nve contl:r.uaed u~til 1673 when the panic o! 

that ye:ar- and the depr~asiorr that followed, once more aerved 

to diacounge tho atrel.t.! of Gem.~~• co-clng aeroaa the A.tlai: tic • 

.h,erica recovered and b7 l86o -ove:r 100,000 wei-e er:terlng 

the atatea am:'Allly. TL'-ON was a marked crAr:ga ho•nr in 



this new group. the uum.ber ot peaaant• dureuea and aon 

industrial worker• ana aPtlae.na eaae.12 !n 1682 o,_. the 

hlf:lleat point in German 1-1gra.tion-•. 11!. th onr 260,·6,0 

entPica recorded b7 lmlgratlon authoPlt1••• !he tNn4 

continued until 1885 and 1hen 1lowl7 4N>ppe4 ott'" rieing 

but once mo:re, in the Je;&PC l89l-l892,and falling untll _ 

~mrld mir 1.1' 

The di1appearance o! ·tlle trontle:r tuicl remaining arou 

ot cheap land affected the pattern ot 1mlgrat1on eontlden\17. 

It reduced the nlabeP of Gel'm&nl who enterea the lJnltea 

State• and, Mcendl.7, it tended to Nttl• tha 1n tile clt1••• 

Vil :ha'ff alread7 seen that the later lalgnnt• were largel7 

a.rtlaans and induatrial workera. !1elng el t7 dweller•• these 

people ni-ely had the recolpta ol U. a.le ot lan4a 1n 

their pockets to title tha over op ta bring thea .. fUPther 

inland as thelP peaaant predeceasn:ra hai, ar:4, as- • rel'Ul.t, 

few landed h.are with an.7 caah re•en••• '11 thout the Mfma 

to go furlhex-. ori the entlcaent of .!tee lm:ul to take thoa 

watwu-d~ man1 upon landing on the tt-aatem -coast 1ta70c1 in 

the el tles of their embarkation. .b t1M paaae.a. b7 lndu1tr7 

and priYation, tbey uuall.7 bought truck !ams on the out-

12 Wittke, op. cit., 210c. 

1, Fauat, op. cit • ., 5fff. 
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aklrta ot the ;aetropolitan anaa or aaved enough to go into 

b.uah1es1 tor themHlves. It la th1a later group who hN 

chiefly responsible tor the fJerman !meP1can population of 

~1 Wncton. 



Oespi te 1 ta location and the re.et Uait th• Ger.mans 

are the moat equally distributed of ·all foreign. elements 

in t~ Uhited Sta.tea# Delaware la one of the tllnoi-lt7 of 

atatoa in which the Germana are leas n~eroue thLll\ other 

foNign elements. The Ceman. ~~1grat1on of t},.. elfhteenth 

centw-7, vhlch so gt-t!atly added to the population of 

neighhorlng Ptnu1aylva:~1a. contributed Yer1 11 ttle to that 

of Delaware. Although the ntera or the wlawan !ttver 

earrled man.7 Ge~ lmmlgP&nta on thelr •1 to a new 

homeland &."l.! undoubtecll7 man:, landoc in i1lm1neton ana 
Iiew Castle aa well as tl:te main po:rt ot Philadelphia, the 

number who settled in the Diamond State reuinea 

1naign1ticant until the aeooncl halt or the nineteenth 

eentur7. 

The moat plausible explanatlon tor th.is la that the 

eighteenth and eal"l7 nineteenth centur7 ~1igration ap.rung 

alaoat exeluainl7 fl"Olt the Ceman petuuintey. To them 

Amerloa •• the prom11ea land ot cheap and goocl 1011. It 

•• ttul te natural then tor the11. to aeek the landa ~,t 
adapt.a for faming. Theae the1 !ouna in the ll!eatone 

areas ot Perms7lTS11ia, partieularl7 in tba Ngicn or what 

is now the g,araen .spot of America, Lancaster !):)unty, ana 



later further 1reat in the Ohio and llias1aalpp1 rl'Y1u• 

rua18• 

TO- be sure tlwre were some German.a 1n the more 

1ndu1tn11zed areas or northern Delaware, partleularl7 

ln aad about Wilmington, but the bulk of thft Gernaa 

lmaigranta neglected the State ot Dela1'&.Pe, i.a a whol•• 

1,. 

It waa not until the latter pt.Pt of the nineteenth eentt.U7, 

when the n•ber or arllea:oa and tradesmen began to 

increase aa<mg the migrating Ge~s, along with the 

poll tlcal refuge,111 of lBhfJ, that Delaware and !few Caatle 

Count7 a?Ml Wlhaington in particular- began to nom-lsh a 

rrowinc 0.N.flft communi t1 • 

ihila the,e •re Gemane living in i'ilalngton befCN 

1850. tr•N are to• 1f an7 reeoN!a anilable conc•ftl1ng 

their ae,-tlvltl•• L~d. ntmber.1 Cu bu!lcatlon ot th.e1Jt 

nwabcr1 Ai1cl occupation• may be gleanefl troa the cl t1 of 



Wilmhgtcm'• !bat c1t7 d1Pecto17, print.ea in lB]l.
2 

Thi• 

dlreetor7 included among a liat of the lnhabi tants ot the 

cit7. soae t1tt1 name, which are of distinct German or-1g1n., 

2 Only two copie1 of this book are L~o• to exl•t• One 
le ln the Ulidngton Free. Inatttute Ubrv7 ana ti. otha r 
1n . the poase .. lon ot the Delu,are Slngerbun-i at 206 Eatt 
Slsth Stnet. 

' The n&nJs of theae 1nhabltanta a11a their occupation• are 
•• !ollcwa: 



The 1naber or theae who were tlef'JDAJl bern or of Geftlilll 

parent• 1a lmpo•al'bl• to tell; ftrtheaore. lt 1• sate. 
to .... ,... that man,- ot GeJi!man origin eannot be tracea 
tlul· to lntonarrJap w1 th other etock, t1}., Irtallt 1n partleul.aP. 

Since. the iift1 n41'Ha an thon cf tamll.7 hea4a onl71 a 

t&1Pl7 accUP&te count &n thia bad.s cannot bl obtai~a, 

ho• .. •• a conaenatiTe e,1timate null aet the ·0.l'm&D 

Aleiticaa ccnmunl t7 aomeWht1e ne.u two hun'1rei ana tort1 

people. In 1610 the populatlon of all of Mlaingtaa •• 

tour thoueani !our hw«Nd and ti itton malrlng the Ge~an 

-..ri.cana .05 % ot the 1nhabitant,.b 
1 

Censua tlt(UPea on a rxatifH1al scale avtng this •••17 
period &NJ conapieit.OU enl7 bf their abeence. tlntil 1820 

no attempt •• matlt on the part or at•te or loeal g•e·raeata 

to tabulate thft nWlba'r aaa orlgin1 of hmdgranta entering 

the United State-a. MteP 1820 a com&t •• t&bri at•• 
poPta hut t-heff ffeoPia abed no light on the pr&hlea halt 

tdth hei-e. In 1856 anothe.r dizroetor7 ot Wihdngton w&a 

publlahed which upon inspection :revealod !our hundrei cd 

aixtr-11x nu.a ot definite Genan orlgin.6 



from thla 11at it is c1tlr.11ted that the.re wez-e over 

fifteen h•,irec people of neraan des-cent among th• population 

of Wllmlngton.7 

The ce:un1a or 1850 Npo:rted that there Were three 

hundN4 and t0Pt7-three -rorelgn.-l"tlrn Ocrma,1.1 in Delanre 

aa COllpt:Ped to nlae hun~-4 and titt;r•two ingllsh an4 

t11ree thouattnd fll'e h1mdt-ed a~d thlrteon Irleh. nt.e 

majori t7 ct b=dgNmt• 11 ved. in Tia• e..aatle CoW1t7 which 

ha-c1 a co.blnad total of five tliouaana thirty-one. The two 

loweP count1••• lent ana Su.1aex to~th.er onl7 hat! two 

hunared and twnt7-two foPelen born inhabl tan ts. ,;o 

lntonsation concerning the fONlgn born population of 

llhdngton •• glwn.. From 1860 onwari terelgn bon 

population• wn llatea aceo.i-tllng to nationallt7 b7 atate, 

cmmt,-. and the largeP ci tlea.8 

The nuaber ot aihdngton • a fore· g_n l>1>rn ra-e.nar.t• and 

of the S.tate or Delanre from the eonaua repoi-ta of 1860 

7 It should be noted here that the accnraey ot the list 
of n••• of the inhabitant•- or i1lmlngton_ 11 not ••ntlrol7 
«ocurate. _In a numbeP of •••• name• 11.•·t,;il In thi;. eAl'l7 
ftlcori _ ot th• oarl7 Gel'mml soelfj iea Iii th ~lmlngton 
addreaaea d.o riot appaap in the Wlhdngtan &irector, llhleh 
na.auppoa to lneluce •••17 tudl7 beicl in ti. cl t7. 

8 In Delaare, 01117 '11.hdngton na :reported on. 



throue)i 1910 are aa toll011119 

Cenau, 
t·OTAL TOTAL 

Germa111 ln telawara (ku-.ana in -i111rJ.ngton 

The•• fl.;1ur,a although the7 tlve &1-i accurate indication 

ot the himig-ratio11 fl"'Ot4 186) to 1910, an 11ot lnelcati ve 

ot the actual alzo ot the Garman American e~lt7. The 

ce!11ua ot 189) llsta n:.neteen hwdnt! and !ort7-tour 

C-eraa.nc ot tore1p biPth living in Wilalngtoni h01reveP, 

Scharf'• FJ.etorz ot _I>elawar,e eatimatoa the Geraan-apeaking 

popula tlon ot M.hdngion and Ticini t1· at alx thou,aant1.10 . 

Uad-011btedly there were ::t.an7 ot eoconi1 and thlrd gen•ration 

German •rtcana who eOillposecl an b1pcrtant paPt ot the 

c~~i activl tlea, foi- of all tl1e foreign elements, the 

GerrMu1s uast readlly shed the custom.a of the tatherla.na.11 

9 Auatz-ian1 are iri,cluded 1n all f1gµ.Ns~ This doea not 
!neluc.e tlie 11on-Gornanie pai-ta of ti. AuatJ'O-:lhn1gari-an 
a1plre. 

10 ..r., Thoma.a Scharf• friatorz ot Dtlaware (Philadelphia, 1800) 
t. L59. · · · , 
11 Wittke. op. cit., 2ll. 

• 



'!'he e.,nsus of 1910 rlvea a total of three thouaan4 

fl ve hu11dni and aizt,-four Gemana 11 ving in DelaW&Nt and 

. or tho•• who are of foreign bem German parentt but who 

•n born in tlta Unite.a State• • total ot thrtee thoueana 

aev.e~ huncl.N:d and aevent7-one. Tboee wt th one German-born 

pe.rent,one thouaan4 els hundred and twent7-nlne,. aak1ng 

• total of eight tliouaan4 nine hundred and alzty-foui

Gelltan Americans living in Del&•re. Ff'Oa pnviou eensua 

tlgarea on the Germans given earlier 1n thla chapter, it 

ca..?:1 be eatbntecl that three-fourth.a or thla total llvei in 

M.hdngton or app,onm&tel7 1lx thouaaacl nine hundroi. 

Although un7 Germana tirat nttlad in the GeN&D 

communitlea. or the larger port cltlea meh •• 1:•ltlmon. 

ifew· York, an4 partlcularl7 Phllaat.phla, tha7 and their 

t~len4a often m.igr:ate·d to the npldly expanding clt7 of 

Wilmington to •••k better opportunlt1ea or open thelr-

0\ll'l bualne••• 

luat wh•n the aoTG.ent began in toz-ee 1• hara to tell, 

hut tor the t1rat ti.. during the deeaa ot 1850-£0 there 

11 antple evidence of an aetlve Oe•arum Amarloaa oormm:mity 

aa 1• prcrnm. t\rough tbe aocietiea and churehea which 

were towuJed th-en.12 Prom thla point on until the Worli 

?lar, the Ge~ Aae rlcan •• an eccmom1e and social 

lnfiuence the iaportanee ot which. cannot be o•~lookea. 



CHAPT!rt III 

GEm., ECO:~ClrrC A,;1 D POI.ITI CAL ACTIVI!liS IN •nm~ 
I 

lb.en the Gel'll&n migration to Wilm1ngton t4.g&n. to 
lneNase dvlng the !ortiea and rttt!ea, the character 

et the lmigratlon a-• a whole •• a1Pea47 mt!e,going 

• marked change,. I.netead o! the atoad7 ,atream ot Geru.n 

peaeattta which had ehan.cterited th• Geraan aigi-atione 

1n the paat. tnde-.n, arti•an1, and unskilled 1nft1atrlal 

worker• 1-gan to appe·ar in ever lncNtaai ng rrur:J.,ers. It 

•• th:la group which laPgely afdod to thtl German Alle•rican 

co~unlt7 ct 111.minzttm .. 

1.'ltere la little eT1den.ce that any 1rere men of me&na; 

the7 wen lar.gel7 poor, or ot the loser middle el•••• F•• 
of thou earlier imJ.gPtl..fltl came directl7 to Wilmington 

trom. Europe. tfan7, lL-adlng at Pldladelphla anc New l'9Pk 

where there wen laPge German COll&tL'li ti••• sta79d with 

friend• or Pelativ••• until the1 we:re a.ble to auppo:rt them

aelYee and hai aavecl enough sone7 to seek t•tter oppo1-tun1 ti••• 

During the 18h01 
• and 1060• ·• Wilmington begeA to 

expand np1417 both in lncuat17 and population. l!any new 

tactorle1 WN built antl induetrles atarte4. Thia 

neceaaltated the emplo•111cm.t ot un1 workaen both ln 

eoriatructlon and operatlon and the 4emant! fop labor cauaecl 



a np1d 1';,i~1.'t.t,~·~ to the eit7. 11la\ngtoa•·• pPO•Pit7 

an«I growth attra•• wt.a. att•ntlon •• can be ... a ·tPOa 
tbe tollo111ng •••tlolea which appear.a in nenpapei-• ot 
the pertoa.l The tJelaaPe Journal 1n the issue ot 
Septe.m.NP 9, ~J.5 ••JWs 

FN>B 1860 to 1000 great stride• werw aaae in Yilhdngton•a 
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· !ut617 production, thelr yearly net Dlua- incrauea tPOm 
nine alllion dolla.ra to over thirteen. million dollal'S h 

18&>.. Thia tnnd contlnad •ll into the t.ntieth century. 

'rhe G'erman bmigrant looking ror an oppoFtune place 

to ..-ttle (N)ultl hardl7 o..-.rlook reports sueh •• the•• u4 

from all ln~1cat1ona he a1an•t. lot onl1 were ~7 a.n111 

her-e b7 !avonble newspaper reports but, man.7 ot them we-N 

met upon clebarkatlon ancl _,,. offen:4 joba' an4 tare to 

come to Wilmington for thmuelve• ana their tad.lies. 

'rhl• •• • cO'laOD practice at Cattle Oarde.na, the !migrant 

landing place .bl !ew York Ci t7 tor a n.mber ct ,ear• after 

1855.2 Thia p.ractlee 11.&a si.1bae-rihe<l to b7 a nta'boi- of 

'lllalngtou con.traet'?Pa ani in~utrhililts m.o wen experiencing 

a lhoriaDJ ot lellor. Davi4 D&ngel,. who 1n later ,eara •• 

one of Wilmington'• larger contractor•, na acco1tea 1n 

thia aamier upon ala arPlTG.l la le• York b7 Patl'lck Fahey., 

a builder ot tbi1 elt7. HP .• Fahe7 offere4 llr •. Dangel a 

eaPpent17 job at ten dollars a -.ot •n~ tan r or hlmlelf 

cul hi• full7 to Wilmington which he readil7 ac~pte4. ' 

2 Wittke, !P• cit._, 121. 

'Thia· inforaatlon •• auppl1ecl by David Dan~l. Jr •• aon 
of Davl4 Dangel_., an executl Ye at the Diamond State Brewing 
Compan7. 



A tn of the lmignnta arri..-lrtg 1n Wll.amgtoa 1iaa engh 

eash •t aslcle to open amall ab.ope ot ti.ti,- --, but t1a 

ujor1ty •re nge ••men, flnilng eaplo7mn1t ln the 

tnilea theJ ha4 practloea in the old eeunt17 OP u OOIIIOD 

lacenn. Of the latter group zan7 lf0Recl with bllil41ng 

coatractora, ln tM la&theP tacteri••,an4 on the rall
roacla. ,;. artisan• ani aklllei110rken inelaiecl ..,., 

their n•11be-ra eoachmake••• 'ta1lor:s'., carpenter•, oabinet 

maker•• mac~ln1•t•, baken, butcher•• brickla,en, encl 

briebakera. 

Froa the bualno•• list or li.lmlngtori 1n Boyd's 

t,lnaN state Dtrect9 ot _1862:§9, which un&rlook to 

lnclu&.t all ahop1 ana fln11 within the clt7 lt:iita, it 

cL11 be aeon that the 0.JIU'nt hN pa~•tlcularl7 active •• 

bakera, saloon keepeP1-, butchers and coachmakera. The 

on-17 bre1'8PJ 11~te4 ln thl cllrector7 was that of a German.. 

ChPlatlan lnueh wbo.ae eatabl!ahment na on ,08 ting Stnet 

when he · bnwd beer in thft NU ot hla hotel and saloon. 

ot tho eighteen 'hake ahopa· l1ate4- •• bfl1ng in Wi.laington 

at thla tlme, to\lPteen wre ownei b7 Ge=-n•• an almost 

com.plet. tlominatton ot thla trade.4 



thder the r,ead.lng or Lager Beor Saloon•" all are 

CG mans, as were the el ty·• • only two loek:ami the.. .Thia 

however ft8 not the extent ot thel.r encleavo.r• tor their 

ntl'lbeP alao included eeverel machinist•• tailors. butchers. 

clgamakera, and hotel k•Htpere. Among these early hot.la 

there •·•· the Intian Queen, at 500 ti&Pbt Stnet,mmea b7 

c. 11. Allmond; the Mount Varn-on,at 308 ling Street,owne4 

by Ch.riatian r~auch; and the riatlonal,at 109 A&at Water 

StNe t, owmul b7 S7lveate.r Rlanhari. 

?tan7 of the c~rman• prospered and evimtuall7 •nt 

l11to buair'!Gas for themaelvea, and b7 the end or the century 

the7 had a a1sable stake in t)A bu1ine1s ll!e of the cit7. 

For • lone tla the German. neighborhood in lllhungtoa 

11&8 located in an area on tbe eut al4e of tho cl t1, 

bounded b7 Fi-ant Street on the ••• ancl Eighth St1-eet 

on the north, •preadlnt east and we1t trom F~ncll to 

· ·hpla-r Str•eta.5 !• the c<rJmtunl t1 in• anc th• lnbabltants 

pN)lpered, man7 bought lots ln the tast take. aection -and 
later built their home• tl,ere. A lapgeP nlnber however 

movea to the ••t aici-e of town in the vic1D1ty or the Zion 

l.uthoMn C~1ureh. lieny homea weN built tlilPe b7 Davia 

\ 



Dangel & Sort•, proalnent a.rm.an AmePl.e.-ia,who built up a 

pP01perou1 contracting bualneN. 

Perhaps the ind.uat17 moat eom.plotel7 ioa1nate4 b7 

U..·· Geiman Aaarlcan• •• that of bnwhg and diapenalng 

bee·r. fte tlrat re.cori or a O.man-owne4 hnwe17 na the 

eetabliataent ot 1. Il.uaman,who built and c.on41lcte4 a 

brewer, at Fourth and Tatnall Streets aa eul7 a• 18,s.6 

It•• not uat11 the 18501a however that 'brewlng •• una..-. 

taken on a large seal•• In 18-59 the three 7:;ebekei- broth,u•1, 

George. Samuel. and Aquilla built an establishment on the 

alte of an abandoned quan-7 at filth and Adams Street•• 
In 1871 the plant waa aold to the A. biekta B;re1fin.g C.pan7. 

Thia later bedame the Diaaon.i State B:N••1• to, a lct\l 

ti.a one 0-t the largest and aoat ~m in the State ot 
Delan,e. One or the meabera or th# A. Bickta Cmapan7, 

loaeph Stoeckle• later becee o\lfter or the Dlamoni 

State BNwlug Coapan7.. J;.t-. Stoeckl• •• one. ot the moat 

lnfiuential Genaan Americana in the elt7.7 

£ Sclt.arf » op. elt .• , II, 700. · 

7 Joseph S.toeckle eame .. ~ to '1.terica 1n 183h from itlrtemb\U'g, 
Ceman7. S.ttllt}g- 1n ~11.mlnfton in 1854~ he became a saloon 
k••P!Jr a1nl bn~ be:eP in• .aall 11a7 in the kitchen .. of hla 
eetibllahman.t •. = 1!11 en_terprla p.ro-1i,ere~ and he becM,!._ a 
lattp atodtholder 1n the l. Fleita BNWlng Co. In l?:t7'/! ho 
~iried~eompUt• co·•·ntrol ~t the. btUtirtt . . !1,1 an•.· or ... P.n1aea .the 
Dia.a.one. State Pnw,y. He clled ln 1W3 a .••li117 ~an, 
Al!t -~: '$';.;' c. ·Con. rd, _mno, ot DelanN, {1Umlngun, 
l~.Jl Il• ~ .: 7 Ji Tr1verf ~fii:,t,.•~•• m1tor7 of . .. . 
illaln(!•• { la r~on 1694) • ~• Silhir!, q. ett., II. 902. 
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In addition to the O!.aaooa Stat. there W:N two 

other la,ge eat&bliabse,nta. the, Hartmann aa4 Fehrenbach 

Rrewr7 an.a the Ba1'1.Pian ?:i-enr:7. The B&Ptsa.nn ana 

Fehrenbach Brewer, 11aa organise.a 1n 1866 b7 loan Hut.lla.»-in 

and John Felarenbach. propPiatora ot a lvp nloon at 

Fourth and tl'eneh Stneta. The two partneir• began b,Ntlf

ing beer in a 1JU1l abed behlncl thelr eatabllel»lent. This 

venture n• ao aucce•atul that the7 tinall7 built a bre•ry 

on Lovering Awnue eafl Scott Street. In 18-78 the bu114 11,gs 

•re renovated, and in 1885 the C0!apan7 ••• incorporated aa 

th.e ll & F Brewing Company. 

In 1880 Karl Specht and Peter Spahn built an ea,tablish

me11t on Flf th and Dupont Stneta to make bor tor taeli

Bavarian !rewi1:.e Company. Al.though eot Ye17 eueeeadul 

at tlrat it aoon became a Btrong cooipetitor of th• Dlaao-nd 

State P,rewlng Com.pan7. 

These breweries were an uportL"lt part of the German 

.Amerie&.'1 coanmlt7 tor not onl7 i1cl they provlde- eaploJJ14mt 

top a large rna.eer ot tlla German Am.erlcana living hen but 

what •• aon important. the7 wen 1nat1'11Hn.tal ln aiding 

many to enter the saloon bu1lnes1.8 ~ careful manage11ent 

ot their expendl twe•• the 1ll&jorlt7 or the Germana 1lbe came 

8 Proa an 1nten1ew w1 th Ur. Dangel or the Diamond State 
~-~ . . 



to ffl.lmlngton sand moner for- tr• cla7 that the7 •w.d be 

able to go into bual11ea1 tor them,elYet:. It wu to the 

credit or the local Gc~-owned bPfltwe:Pi•• that a large 

number antera4 the saloon bu1ineea. It •• the polle7 

ot tbea bre•Pi•• to undeNPite a l&Pge pnentap ot t ha 

coata or nttlng up an eatabllshtaent lt tho 09fa·P mula 

acree to nll the brand ot bee!' the bNt1fflf7 maa.. So 

man7 r.ermana bec8M saloon keeper• that before th4I First 

Woi-ld flap ~o•t eve17 othar aaloon. tn iflhd.ngton 1IU 

Qer,nn 01mecl. 

Until tbs advent or the autoaobile, the carriage 

'bullclln& lnduet17 •• also an 111~Ptant 1oure. ot 

emplo7~:e11t and pr-ottt to the elty·'• Genun Americana 

and ter a nmtber of 7ear1. ti.1 nn the backbone ot the 

lndut17. The German carriage bui.ldera had an excellent 

i-eputation tor tine crattamanahi p. Thc7 ••re highl7 

aklllea in conatructlng horat drawn vehicles of all klnia 

•na an in demand the world over. ltan7 of these artiaana 

mlgnted to America ana m.tlll7 .,.,_ to 'illmin_gton ·•hlch 

po1-qsaea a largtt carriage tnanutaeturing lnduat17. L-:i man7 

cases ·the whole tmd.17 .. eagage4 in the traa., each t•ing 

trahi,ed in 0-ne &7 ~on or the d1tteNnt cra!ta, iueh a, 
paintin-g., t~l11mln: anc 1fheek41¥.1ag, which •:r-e matt. use ot 



Be.ton tlie Civil ~•r- -Vi1hrlngton•a eazwrla.ge t1.1lldor1 

1upplied a large section of the southern market. Yueh 

ot thia t7ade •• loat •• a reault o! ti. war, neYerthe

le11 the indulti, ot i,ll.mlngton still ranked among th8 

lugeat in thia field• where it NJaained until the popul.ar-

1aatlon of the motor ea, •. 

In the earl7 7eara of the n1ne~enth eentt117 Willia 

Merrick operated a carriage factory in an olt1 eotton 

~• cm Front and Onnge Strch,ta with a l&t~ge grou·p 

or Genaan emplore••• Diaaatlatactlon. broke out hownr, 

among hla cm.ployeea and they left hla eatabllahm.ent ancl 

torme4 • cooperat1Te tactop7 on ll&Pket and later Sta.eta -

under the naae ot Flagler ana Coapan7. Tht7 too dlaagnea 

end a yea later put. ot tba eompaa7 reaOYei to 1-ralttmora .• 

In 1866 two o: the eoo~ratlTe., Joel Prlat ana George 

.Uhion,wlthdfe1f and ata.te4 a pai-tnerahlp uruler the n_. 

ot , .. 1,t anit illaon. In 1859 another aeatser of the o1cl 

r..nlck Compan7, iaoa Bunab-uPghcr broke awa7 and opene4 

• •cari-i~"'e tactor1 on 1'1'0:!t Stnet.10 Dupite the t~t 

9 FPCIB an lnteniew with J. llaaclwtr• Utl'&Pi&.!t of the 
Gerran UhN.17 Aaaoc1at1on. 

10 Conrad, op. cit., II. '9,. 



that th.ft wen four taetQ:rl•• now in the pl•• ot one. 

all pl'Olp.N4. 

87 lOlD tbare wtte nine carr1-.go tactorl•• in the 

eit7,ana eoYen ••re OWlled b7 Gel'Jlana.11 Thus a large pa.rt 

ot the coacuaklng buaine•• ha4 lta root• bi the earlJ 

ninetee!lth centW7 German -~lgntioa to 14.lalngton. 

il though thti C1 Yl l Wa.P cult . a hatt4 bla to tllGM f11'1d 

which depen4etl on southern trade, b7 the enil of the 

centur7 theve •re OYeP eighteen •etabli-.n-ta engapi 

ln coachmuing and elght were Gertaan owned.. fogetheP 

tho7 &mplo,71ui over M:Ten htmiftfl ud fift7 men, a lar,ge 

rnabeP er whoa we·re r..erman Amezt1.cana.12 

ltiile tho \Nwing and coaobaaking bu'!usbt.ie• attcount.i! 

tor the larger pa.rt ot tbelr aconoa1e aetivit7. the GeJ'lltma 

b7 no -.ans 11ml tac themfflna to tMae pm"&ui ts. liattT 

wopkff. as machini•t• i.11 the shop• ot the ·pe~n1ylvC1la 

Ra11Poa'1, while others found e.irplo~en t in tbs saidleriea 

an4 copperaml thys L-icl •·• toel and die maker• "1th euch • 

corporations aa ~ IAW.11 Cu ihul Coapan7. -n. Diaaena 

s-tate Iron Woi-k•• ThfJ Pue7 and Jone• Compan7, and othore. 

11 Bo,u'• pela~are State. t4r-ector1 ~5?9-l.B6o. 
12 Conrad• op. cit •• II~ 395. 

Sch&Pf1 ep. eit., II,. 801. 
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l!aq amall ach1ne 1hop1 were .toundea b7 Genaan Amai-ioana, 

0a-,.e o! the aon auoeeaatul ot tl1ese -.. the tina -ot .A.- t. 
Benierer ana Sana. bullden of atationar1 ateu engines, 

hydraulic jack•• and apeclal 'boiler plate.1' 

Of tho• who entered tbe contracting llualno••• the 

most succeaaful 11&1 the tira ot Dav14 Dangel an! Son•• 
Tbis cOZ1pan7 'built a gr-eat man.7 h-ouaea throl\;."'1lout 111m1ngton 

particulai-17 on the weat side of town. Among the larger 

project• undertaken b1 tho firm na the eonstructlon ot 
the Diuoaa Stat.· f-3N••J and part ot the elaution of 

the Pemia7lnnla !allroafl thro'Jgh t:t.. clty.14 

In lfB!i, J'amea B. ShoemakeP and Louis P. Buck eectea 

a playhouse. whleh •• called the Acadeaf ot lh»ic on 

T•nth Street eaat ot Ta.ball StNflt. Thl1 enterprise cla 
not laat long. howYer, tor •· £ow ,ean later the theater. 
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cloaea. In 189., W1111am t. Do-ckatader began • .. 11 

theater at '°9· Shipley Street which pNJftd ao anc•astul 
that he· leased a larger building on SeT4ntk ana Shlple7 

Street• which prceentecl nul3ville. In 1902 he bought a 
lot on Varket StPeet ancl conetl'UCtod one of the mo1t 

beaut1tul valllevllle theaters in Wllmlntton callet1: tne 

Garrick. Ye&PI later when movies 1-eame popular, the . 
theate, preaentea a movie ahcw in adcition to vatreville 

.act,.1s 

Charles c. r.urta, Jr.~ aon of Charle1 Kurtz, one ot 

111-h1gton•1 tirat C•ntart bakers, •ntera4 th• Nal ••tat. 

bualnesa near the en4 of th.a oentvr 11bl.eh grew 1Bto one 
of the larger flnaa ot lta k1ntl in Wihdngton,. ln the 

.. 
1prlng of 1910 th.ta fll'll waa appointea •~nt ot _ thl 

Wilmington. Truat Compan7 to haulle i.t& real eatate 

act1 vl tie 1.16 

In 1859~ the tlr-st paper prlntei 1n the Gel'IM\l language, 

The Delaware P1oneer,appeaNul in Dalmn. Publiahed e7 

PPe·ierick. J:raehnle, it •• a 1reeld7 tlrent7 .. two by t.nt7-tour 

1:nehea. !Jerman Rau boueht the paper in 1861 an4 until hi• 

15 Conraa, op. cl t. • 4!1). 
16 Y;Jt_,• ~•le•_ Kvt_• 1• toflay on• o_· t the foNJaO•t c1tlaena 
of Willllngton an4 -contr1batel a_ eoncaerable aoat of 
in!Ol'Jl&t1on . for thla ehapt••• The· !1ra la nft' _ bOWD: u 
Chat-les Kurta and Sona anj_ la located 1.n Ma OID building 
on J»laare A,Yenue oppo1lte UM- Du :Pont bull&g. 



c1eath in 1876 •• both o-., mu1 publisher. Francia Scheu_ 

the buslnaaa aanageP ot the papei; pur-cba1ea the name and 

p.POaaea and continued publication. In 1001 the Oerman

tpeaklng populati.011 had gPOWn to U. point where lt •• 

.te~•ible tor ?lr •. Scheu to e•tabllah a dall7 paper, th• 

Freie Pi-ease, tlsenty-foUP b7 thirt7 inchea. · F. Scheu •• 

adl tor and. owner of both paper• ,u1tll hie death 1n 1866, 

trfben hla wite took oYel' OW1er1hlp and hlt son Guatavua 

Scheu becae •dltor.17 

Same-time •lthin the next ten ,,aara the Dela..,. 

Pionee:P •• iiecontlnuea ana the Fi-oia Pi-eaee waa aola. 

to Uax Goetz. The paper now appeared under the new title 

ot Ula ~•l•Analer und Freie ~re•ae• It1 ottloe ana 
pNaae1 nre located at l, ,,. and 6 City Hall Place for 

• ma.tier of 19aN. 

The coverage of the Gel"f/Uln pna• ua mair:.l7 lo.cal. 

ho1reYeP 1 t made an attempt to suppl: 1 ta nadera •i th the 

more import&.'l t mi•• of wo.rlcl &!!all's. In . politlea 1 t na 

c·onata:.&~17 independent, which ia not evpri1ing· sine• the 

Gerra,m eleaent la •tlmlngton .tollo•d. no one poll tlcal 



Pet.hap• the onl7 ge:nenllaatlon that OL~ be aa. ot . 
the pol1t1cal eentfu.errta~. of Gernna •• a group la to aa.7 

that the7 were tim belie'VePI 1n ·aem.oeratlc ideal• ani a 

republlca..,i foi. ot govertncnt. Outa1.de ot tha.t they 

repreantea a.11· eha&., et· political opinion. flwl· isaJori. t7 

votea. with the DemoeraU.c a.-,d Repnl::lican pv,tiea, but 

there wae &l'other and somewhat smaller group which ha4 

detinlte aoclalletlc liuminga and •J11.pathlsed 1$j_ th the 

earlier la'beraovementa aaa propoaea legialatlon 11h1ch 

provlded for the p,otection, waltare L'lG inau:ranoe ot tlla 

110ztk1ng cl•••• Jax Goetz, printer a.n4 011Be,P or the tokal-

~ae1pr,waa a ~mber of thla faction. ilthough 1t la 

quite pnbabl•• there 1• ne evlclenoa to suet~:at that tha7 

WN aotaall7 ccuu1eotea with the Social.lat parl1. but 1t 
• 

1a not U-'lllk•l.J, tor the German uUaen• pla,ea a 

1icnitieant POle in the histoq o! Americat\ aociella.. 

That the f•raan mPken in. 13.lmlngton ftN actl'ftJ u a 

group in o,pnlse4 labor ls evident rroa the eatabl1~t 

or the Labor Lyeeua Hall at 112 North Jack1or.t street 

which•• built in 1890. 'ftle par.ant o~n1aatlon ot th!.1 

moY•aent. ns_ the I,a~e1t L)'Cellll 1-soclation who• orr1een 
for a long time wre FPib Schlllallt Albert Tla, ana 
Mu -Goet•. It often aponaore4 leotun1 b7 tlle important 

soetal1st au labor leaAer-s ot the tla ea the Labor 



Lycem Ball aerve4 u • meeting plao. tor the 

!Muerelarbel t.r Union (Bre•rr 1i0Pter1 Union), lfhe 

BikeP Union (Palters' Union), and othePa.18 the prime 

purpoae of tbeae labor organ1Mtlon1 however ••re 1n 

soelal ana ln-1W'anoe t•neti te ntllfii- than •• tutalnlng 

agent, in the sense lt 1• ·uaec1 toda7 in NtePPiag to 

labor union•• 

!afore 1850 U. luge raajorit7 or Gel'lda ladgNnt• 

like tho:se o! other oountr.1•·• •n Democrata. Tld.a 

a!fillatlon la protabl.1 aue te two thinga: 0) the 

Ieaocra;ts ·•"' quick to cate.P to the naw· gro·up• to 

oaptm-e ~• YOtea. In general th.6 t.&00Ht11 prelae4 

the fontlgn-bttrn voter. deno1mced tbe natlvlat \lilga,an4 

•uppol"tefi pro:poaala to pPint oftlclal ioc111.0nt.s h the 

Oeima• J.angaago• (2) fhe n-. 't\naoentle" appeal.ea to the 

baigrut after tleelng t,oa tlle aapc,tl• ot the ell 
·wopl4, • .._.. ti. MU lh1g baa little eon•pnee.19 
Al though the action~ of t~ li1aoeret1o pll'tf '8tore the 

Cl'rll iiaP, nael7 the 14e?it1t1cat1on of the part, trith 

the ala-ve lntere1ta, ud the aubaeqa11t paaeage of the 

l.anaaa Nebnlka. let, which opene4 ti. V.1t to ala:•••1, .. ,,. 

18 !he Biker U11ion aovea to 1 ta own build1Dg at 'lhlrtsenth 
an4 Reali Streett alter 1911. 

19 M ttke, op. cit •• 242•'• 



credited with turn1ng.llL~7 Gel'alal to tht ~publican 

part7. tbla na not the ••-• la 'iihdagton. It_aa aet 

until ta. tu,n tit th• oentv7 that the Ge11t1m• began to 
vote Republlen la an7 le,-g• t11a'M••• Qt SeptembeP 10, 

·1910. h tollowln.g article appeared ln the 
I 
Sun_aal -¥~• 

or 11 lmlngton t 

TlMt Pe&aons tor this late char~ are net clear. Some- et 
the ol.ler Qeman Aa&vrlca~a clala that •• the Gelll&n• becau 

more pro1-poro111 ln bua1r.-•• U.1 quit• natm-all7 turnea 

to the more- co-n1enatiYe Rflpuhlltl&n pan7. 

Oataiue ot oae _ notable exceptlon. that et C&l•in 13. 

Rhoad.es,a aualc teacher of 0.ftllll 4-aCfJnt. who -. •1•P 

ot· lula111gto11 ll'Gl.t 1885 to 1800. ver, t• •~ the o 1 tr•• 
O.raaa Ame•l••• aoaght office b1 the atalei eount7, •• 

cl ty go-.ePfl!ilent••- !he following artlc.l• pNtt7 •ll 

volce1 the aentlJlanta ot ti. 0.l'JID population 1n •p.ri 

to tbla queationt 

~- th.at toth 'D&l-ti•a lia~~ i'l,~~ "":1:irttd 
their c&s'"ldldati;a,, 1 t.,y; ia n:otlooa"blt tr• t r:o 
German ~rlcana are tnirolled •• c-antiidatea 
for county or stat• ott1ce on an7 ticket. 





ClIAP'l'ER IV 

GER\!A:I SOCIAL LIFE rr il!UmlGTm 

In aplte of the energy which the German imigra~t 

expended on the more imaecllate obJectlves, auch •• 

establishing hluelt in the new world and ln making a 

living" he neYerthelea,a found time to parlielpate in an 

amasing numbeP of organisation• and 1oci&l flLrtct10lla or 
the German American commu.nl t7. 

The German loYea his beer and beer garden•• hla 

Sunda1 p1cn1ca. cancel and group singing ·and the 

"Gemutllel-1kei t• which accompanied them. ~rever he 

settled in aerica, in the crowded cities OP on the fP011tier. 

he OrgtL~lzed cluba tL"ld aoeletiea to enjo7 then pastime.a. 

in this respect the Oe~1l communl t1 ot rll.lmlngton •• no 

··. exeeptlon.1 

The number and variet1 er Gen.an organiz.atlon1 in 

·wnich the Ifflaington Ger.man element round expression roi-

l ta grega.ricua and c-«>~vl'\ia.l instir.~t• is lal'ge. Beginning 

in 1es, with the tOtL"tding ot the Delaware Slneerbuna. the 



I • 

number of German ei-ganlzations in thla cl t7 gPew un.til 1n 

1914 tl1ere were oTeP brent,-rov soeieUes wlth a cmabine4 

memberabi p of eeYanteeu hunai-ed ancl torty-thrae~ -a.aide a 

the singing aociet7 ana the Tumera, there •• th• Cenun 

Library Auoelation, a skat club ana nlll6Hu1 fraternal, 

beneYolerlt and workingaen's clubs. Th.eae socletiea pla19d 

such an important part in,, the G8Paaa American cc.mmumlt7 

that !Porn 1908 to 1917 e. Ceman Director1 na publlahod 

everr two years containing the names tL"l.d acldrusa•• ot 
each society and their membera.2 It n.s print.cl by lci&X 

Goeta, publisher ot tha l.okal-Al1zelger, and diatrlbutod free 

ol charge to the Germans.~ The nmerou~ advePtisementa 

which appoazaed in the dlrecto!'7 cover-ea the expenae, of . 

publication and 1ntl1e•te the impo:rtanc• ot the Oeridua in 

llhdngton aa a 10-m-ce. ot income to the local menhanta. 

Below l• ~he 1ntroductl0Jl •• lt appeued ln the rtrat._ 
edition of the yereine .. Adreaa Buch Tan \illmln1ton· ?Jelaware 
-ft. 1908-l~. 

•st-WAY OF INTROttrCTICN 

"In pNlentlng this book to ~ur conaidentlon 
we wouli moat respectfully 1ut=l t to you that. tb.re 
are twent7-two 06:rman Socletlea in the Cl ty of 
Wilmington with a large membership. Tbla book will 
be a CO;:!plete tl1Pec.toPy of all thi German Sochrt1ea 
in this. ctt7" glv1ng the names or the Soelet1es, 
their o!tleen, the· object• of the reaplctive 
or~a.~ization•~ me.·.•ting daya and p).ace.· s 1 aztd the 
n~• antl home aail-eaae1 or all ll1e me-mbei-a, and 
:iuch -other lntomati.on of value to 11e.mbttr1 aa well 
aa to the putlic in general. 

2 An earlier one waa pz-tnted in 1895 but n1 nnaucceaa.ful. 
and dlacontinued. 



"A auttielant _auaber o! eopie1 will be 
taauea, .10 as ta be .·•bl.II to place one or more . eopiea 
in tu hQIIIO or "'J:{; aaber &! the German Societies or the C1 t7 of Ii . -agton,. end 1 t will constant_l_ 1 
be uaea b7 them •• a: ooot· of Mab role.reno, _ 

•tts T&lue aa a.medium of p11ol!cit7 aaong tb.e 
Germana ot 14.bd.ngton ia too eTldent a.a to ntu.1n 
commeat and the publlcatlon ot _JOlJI' buin,1• cud 
on ~n• ot· its pa.gee wlll be r-egar&ttl. b7 toe. Genuan 
So_ c1et7 matkra •• •_n evlience &f tbe n·•_· ... · · ctl•• 
adve~tlMra lnterreet ··-in the auceeaa of th• fl.Pious 
organization• with whleh. the7 &1"8 attillat•d• 

ll.il OOETZ1 
Publlshir, 

-WiL:dngton tokal-Anseis;er•. • 

In addition to the aboTe mate,rlal, the dl:rcct_oey 

printed, ln b-oth i:ngllah IL'l'Jd Gorman. ;natructiona t-cr 

taking out cit1senahlp paper• and a list of queatione 

llkel7· to be aak•d b7 the examln.ers along tilth the answera. 

The following 1• the 11st ot the C41'11An Societies which 

•xl1ted in 'llhdngtoa on the eve or the flrat fioPlc1 ?it.P 

u the7 appeared ln the :Qeftl&n DlrectOJ7 of .-191£-.1916: 

ounded in lf.363 met at Da.ut;eh• .Halle; 
~~~~~---~.::.;.;; ......... .;.;.;.,l;,;;·n {Oen1an {1 braz-7 Asaoclatlon) 

ache_ Ualle; 
. _ - . . _ __ _ . • !omule4 ln 1859. met. at Turnhalle; 

tiS_-or ff! __ ._· · _' .- .. ceiiti.on_ • founded in 1590. met at Labor 
tf!!~n• JiiI e J ·· ___ , 
llelua

1
. rJ!· Loge. :Jo._ j.h9. De1J.tsche~ Order dei- H&rugari • tounc16d 

in u 1M., me~ *" t\,ffichen PAI.le; 

ae-·e,n .· -

; ~ .... ~· . .;:t ;. . '°' .• -~ 

(Turner Benetlcial 
alle; 

m>rklll~llf fil.ck anci 
f otuu:iea in lw3, met 



These soclette• were the backbone ot the CMm11nlt7 tor with

out them thei-e· 1'0uld have been very 11 ttle German influence 

felt. The7 kept up the ti-adl ticna &nd cuato.ma ot the old. 

world, in the ab-senee or which the <Jermar; ele?Uttt probably 

would have aoon lost 1 ta it1enti t7. Tttere ftN tew Germana 

who were r.ot members or =ore than one s~~lety and re11er 



still who did not \elong to any. ilthouga all tho eluba 

represented dlfterent interest, and purposes 1uch as the 

group tinging of the Slngertm.nd. the athletle act! vl ty ot 
the Turnera, and ti'• intellectual pm-1ult1 of the Geman 

t1hnry a11oolat1on, the7 1pon10:red numeroua 11)elal ew:nta 

in which the whole communlt7 could participate. !aide 

from i-egul.u nieeti.ngs, aeldom did a week go b7 in 

Wilmington with.out one of the societlea aponsoi-ing aome 

social ovent llhlch attracted the whole Geman eommu..~it7. 

A.a a result tlle aoeial calendar ot the Germans •• perl1ap1 

the !ulleat of an7 group in 111:m.lngton during all aeaaons 

of the year~. 

S\tmmer feativala and picnlea •re cealoual7· participated 

lri by the Germa11a, and on S&:turea7 nighta and Sunda7• soa. 

were alwa7a to be found at on• or mon of the aauement 

parka ai-ound lahtlngt(h11 auch aa Bnrnl,-ine Spring•• Shellpot 

Pa~k L'ld tho Bavarian Pai-k, a1> popular dur-i:r~ the trolley 

car age. The Bavarian Park waa located behlritl l!"Ps. Jolm 

Still'• saloon on the corner of Fifth Lllld Du Pont Stnet1 

and contained picnic ground•-• bowling alleys and a dance 

flooi-. The feati vi ties invariably included. the quaffing of 

lager beer, singing. dancing, and general merr~ing. 

Table•·••re usually aet with bea.r. vine., cheen, aausap, 

and z-ye bread. Good food, good beer, and music wen the 

priw.:e c0t11pcrienta or a C-eMn holiday. 



tach soeiet7 uauall7 had lta tracitlonal atfai~• 

that' it held. ann11.tll7. Perhaps the largest and most 

populap ct then wa• the Volk,test apon1oz-ea. by .the 

Delaware Slngezitbu.11d which la•ted fop a nuabeP of daya: 

and nlp:hts., 

The G-erAn Sta.at1verband Deutscher Ve:reine in 

Delaware, popularlr known aa the Ge.man American 

.Alliance, alao hela a yearly picnic and s~p night' a 

festival in the Bavari.an Park every A.uguat. Th• 

a ttract1ons lncluded a German kl tehen, bowling. daneb1g, 

a Turner exhibition and sto.ging by the r»lanre Slngerbund. 

Not to be overlooked. 1rere the annual butehei-s and 'baker1 

picmics as nll •• that or the !Pbe1 ter slngerballcl. A• 

a gesture ot tt0o4 ldll, official deleg-ation1 or the other 

societies would show up at thete affalPI and the gueab 

were ti-eated to beer and re_tr-eahaenta in retw-n for an 

i;n:}':r-omptu song by t'le Slneerbund or an exhibition tPOll 

the Tur.no Pl• 

txcur1ion1, though a ::ore Aaerloan lnatltut1on, wen 

aleo par t of the sumel' activ! ties of the Oermana. The 

choiJ't o! the Zion Luthfll'lll Church helcl an annual outing, 

a..?ld each year the7 would Yia1t a different place. In 1910 

' See Chapter V, page 57. 



they chose '~Tew York Cit1 w.iie:r-e thej viaitecl places or 

inbr-eat and ended up in. Cone7 !•land.. Thia actlvi t7 

neeeaa1 ta.tad a gp~at deal ot stamina, to:r the1 boai-decl 

the train at t:t? Pennsylvania atat:ion in i1lm1ngt.on at 
six a.m. and did not return until the am.all hours or the 

It •• alao dtirin~ the aummep montha that the two 
"' 

leading aocieties of trA German communit1. the Slnprbund 

and the TttPn.er:a engaeed in their annwtl 'iilmerfeata and 

Slnger!esta whleh hN t1suall7 held in one ot the neighbor

ing ei ties. ylm.eneTeP ther r-eturned tram their tr-ipa, 

victorious op not. the1 11eN aet at the station b7 their 

tadiea Auxiliar7 and b7 PepNurentatives o'f the otheP German 

aocl ties. After the welcoming com:rs.1 ttee made i ta speeches, 

they would all ~rch trlm.;phantl1 to the club room, wher• 

a suppe~ would be n1 ting the partlci~r;ta and a homecoming 

celebPatlon would be l1ela. 

The last runetlon or the outdoor aeaaon na the Hai-vest 

Home Outing •~naored b7 the Ladies Club of the Oelanre 

Slngerburu.i. This attair, u~like the others,•• usuall7 kept 

for tbe singers and their tamillea. 

ilthough thG colder weather- drov• the· Ger~• from. 

their outdoor aetlvl tl••• the •int.ctr aonths had their 

eompenaa tiona. Maaquende balls wen popular with the 



Gel'llda and al.moat eveP7 socle tr held one oi- m.ore during 

the fall and •inter months. In October the Turners 

held the Hallafte:n ~!asked Ball and on Taanksgiving Eve 

the Ladies Section or thee Tuz-nera sponsored a m.onatep 

ball to raise mone1· tor the artnual Chriataa.1 pai-t7 fop 
I 

the children ot the ace le t7. In t.oeaber the annual ball 

and banquet ot the Slrigoi-bund •• held in the German Rall 

and in Februar-1 the ladles club· or that orga..:rilzatlon held 

tl1eir an_niveru.ey ball. The Turner, gave a maakecl ball 

fop the children or tbe (Jen.um .b.el"1can communl t1 in 

}larch and on the '.Monday after r.:a1ter the last a.nd biggest 

aocial event or the winter aeaaon waa held. The taster 

Monda: F•ll was given by the 0.l"JIL"l tlbrar1 Astoeiatlon. 

All the leading Germ&-i Azeri.can ci tizena religlt,usly 

attended tbia function and the Gnni Ua.rch waa led. h7 one 

of the mon pN>minent daughters ot the eommu11i t7. 

The Gorans did. not confine thers;salvea to balla hOIIOYer, 

tor their aeti Yi tie a were aa Y&P1e4 aa the7 ••• nmeroua. 

The· !all alao began a aerie• of Sa.turda7 night aauerkraut 

ant pork dinne~• which continued Wltil late in the aprlng. 

Ntaerous lectures we.re or.tared the Oeraan-a in. the Turn 

Ball and in the (iersan Hall cm a val'iet7 of stibJecta which 

included tll1tong the lectm•,.u•a prominent member• of tr...e 

Saeialiat pai-ty. iveey ~iap two or three pla7a wei-e given 



in GerlWl in the Turner Gym b7 trawlllng Genaan road. 

coapaniea, some on tour in the thlted State• from Gerzan7. 

l~low i• • newaparer account o! orie of t1,eae occaaio11a: 

t.:ver1 yeaP, tHJl.~ti.me in lta1, the Z:.laware ~gerbmul 

would r 1 ve ! ta sprt:1e c-nncert in the a udi toi-1 um. of the 

German Rall. The procram muld usually include olaasical 

selections of German music and. an OJJcheatra •• brought in 

to accompan1 them. Aftei- the concert, dancing and 

refreshwnita were offeNtd to the guests. Concerts, hotrever, 

waN not enoU£h to 1atlst7 the member• love or music and 

the Slngerbund often treated thei~ !rier:,ds about the cl t7 

with Stlndc1ien. Stlndche.n ia the ~man name given to 

the practice of hrena.dini~ peor,1e 1:1 th sones in f'rong ot 

their homea. The r~ovocatlon for tr•• improm.ptu pei-t'ormcDC-88 

~--as uauall7 birthda~, am..,.1v~rst.1•ies or to ch•~r a alek 

11ember. Often upon the completion or the serenade the 

singers· were inTl ted inside b7 the recipient and treated to 

refreahmer:ta. 

Under the surface of this outward zaiet1 honver there 

was a stttor..g sense ot social re.eponaiblli t1 on the part or 



the Ger!H!l.~s end their organisation1. Men7 tlmea the 

· mot5Yatinc cause fop m&n) .. ot theh~ Melal actl•itlee wa1 

to raise money for aom.e aiek or untcrlun~te fflttJt'ber of 

the German comtiuni t1, and the newspapers of Wilmington 

contair~ed many at1nouncemants of her.tit coneerla and dances 

given b1 the Germana to r&1 the medical expn1e1 toz- a 

aick rebmbe.r- ofJ to aid the 'Id.dew ua tamil7 or a deeaaaed 

member. A number of the ehurcbea &t.11d clubs pro-vided 

theii- :ntU1"'!t~rsh.lp with some tor:,. of zocla1 Lnaurance in 

the form of sick benefit funds. 

S~e wei-e only open to the :umbex-1 ot the epo-naoring 

club such aa the Tu,r-ner t.l nj!hriger UntePstflt&unga•Ytizteic 

but those that met in the Labor Lyceu~ Hall and-others in 

the ::.M.."1&n 1,iall wen open to all. Those that met ln the 

German fl&ll were the Deutscher Untei-1tfltzun61 VeNin !fa. 1. 

and the Deutscher tlnterstfltzungs Verein no. 2. The Ai-b4i ter 
franken and StefJbe-!a1M oet in the Latol" Lyceum Hall. 

Other organizatlona ot ,thia t;11e tiero the secretive German 

fraternal aaaoclation, the telanre Lodge No. 349 of the 

Deutsch:ari Orine:a cer llaruza:rl, tho St. l)a.nedlktua trnter

stfftztmg Ve.rein and r~ather- ¥1. M. ltayer Co·ur1cll ]o. 266 ot 

the Ca thol i e Ee rta vole n t Lea~ue. The 1 as t tJio ::let i ri the .:,,, 

'1G r-:1u1.r. Cathell c church. 

The fu."1C tions ot thfJ ae orgar.lzati OT!S ua to provide 

the ~e?Jbers with rmclal insurance on a non-prori t t,asi1, 



'llhlch included a weekl7 pa,ment to a membeP it he •• 

alck, and. a lmp sum pa~,nt to h.1• l1.eira uptm. hla 

death. In man7 ·case• tl-• dee.th pa,-nt ••• onl1 auttloierit 

to p~vld4 the coats or turial,. but= trJ.a depend,ul ·upon 

the organisation. Tho $lie ot the knetlte depended upon 

the dues pal a artd th4'ae •i-led according to ~ beneficial 

society to llhlch the German Amei-1can belonged. There were 

e.nough soctet1ea that the C1trman American could choou 

the one which best suited hl• incoa. The ·aick 'bene!lta 

ranged as hlf)i aa tl'Oli flYe dollars a week to ten, and the 

death pa~nts froa one hu."ldN4 dollar a for men a,-,d 

tlft7 dollars tor womcui. to three thousand aollu• top 

both. Tr• result ot the•• social ir.!1ui-ance plan·• •• that 
there wel'e v·erry tew German aerican •u•4a ot the state or 

ei t7.. riot onl7 did the German ,oeie tie a offer 1 ta people 

a mea1~e of l(lcial 8GCUP1 t7 and &11 outlet for their !ION 

gregari9u• iaetlncta but 1 t also provided thoae who were 

incll~d to spend a qui~t evening !!OW and ~.en with a taii-17 

co~:plete librar-1 ct (',em&n literature. Thia library waa 

to be found at the OeP!'d.tl Hall t.mdeJr the sponsorship ot 

the· Deilttche El bllothek--Verein .. (German Llbruf Asso<:.tation) 

cf 'JJilci!ngt-on. The t•utsehe Blbliothek. Vereh'l waa organized 

in 161-' by Heinrich J'ffller, Frederick v:on Fourion, Anton 

Hauber. ~b~~tlan BUl'kharit a.n4 J.aaalmer lbb8rgeP. Its 

purpose waa to cultlnte the Goman le.ngua~ and lite:ratw-e 

and to lnetltute a Geman librar7. Thlt !int b:>oka were 



contrl 1-t.rfed ly thtt members and other• wei-e ttoli~i ted from 

the ~rm•n popul~t!on ot Wilmington. In the eaPly years 

of its exista...ttee the nur~1beF of volw:!es l::as n1all and the 

1.asoclation waa able to keep the books and hold 1';':.faeting1 

in the home or Heinrich Wlllielm at lill Shipley Sti-eet. 

BJ 1880 b.t'1wever, the t:1emberahip and aize of the 11b~&J7 

had grown to the point 11:-ie-re the activltiel could no 

loneer be held in a pri V!!lte 1touae. Two N)()ffll JiGNl rented 

in the fter~A;rui Bulldlnt on lourth Street below llarket. 

One POOl;'l was used aa a reading anc meetlnr, room end the 

other housed the librar:,. In 1003 tlte organl.u.tlon •• 

incorporated, ana the Slncerbuno and Turneet!elnde along 

with the Gt.nnan Libra .. y issoclation 111owd into the Gel"Jdn 

Hall on Sixth Street. 

The llbrar:y contains about two thouaand well a.elected 

•olta.ea, at\()ut ten of which date as tu back aa the sixteenth 

century. These book• were printed ln old Gem.an and tatin 

which only a t'ew are able to reac.5 About one•!ifth of tm 
booka are ln tngliab. Although the ct,lleotlon is aall 

co:my,ared to the Ger:t\an tibrai-ies o! Philadel11hia and New 

Yol'k• it 11 nll ro~ded- and iDcludea 'WOrka on botsn;;, 

5 Yany of the old volumes are still in the abalv&a ot the 
Association but rew •~ ever referred to. The illuatration1 
appearing in a few ot these books are hand nainted in 
Terretable colors a11d are atlll in excellent' eondltlon. 



ho:,tieulture., magic, science, religion and philoaoph7.6 

,, 
b Atter th.u first -World ~ .. ar the :2.1.cz:.b-erlhin of tbc C:.eran 
Ll brar1 A-ssocia tion fc~l sha~ply. Few or· the cew .. . · 
~n.ef'a~ion could read r:;.Pr..an or wanted to. . In 192h the 
El.'brary !ssodati.on com bl ned with the Sln~rbund as many 
ot tho older Genan members were dyhig oft. At pi,.eaent 
(1;>43) the bock:a. are riaintained by thi Slfnr·•rl.-unil; however.t 
tl~ey are not use!?.. The old. read!ni_· room is un:Curnl•hetl amt 
the lt>oks., particularly µie~ rai-e vo1wiis.are, kept locked in 
an old safe; no e.ffort 1 s t:celng l!l&de to presenc tl1em .• 



,. 
m DELAWARE S~lOER?rm?D 

Group singing baa e•r been a taYOPlte pa1tlae ot the 

a.ftlan.1. ibenvcP Genaana llve, toeletiea which to.tar 
male chon•• hav. been :eatablilhe4., an4 the ex1atanee ct 
~ Delawai-e Slngertmna. •hon ·that the Wllaingtou Qe111L.,-i 

. Co9Jmnn1 tr wu no e~oeptlon.. 9t1te 11 :ael"ioua o-l'l0l1glt•, 
' 

declared. an ola SMngerbuntl paaphlet,, •cul there 1• ao 

groateP 41 version tor tlntertabmen t an4 pleattJN than. 

On Uarch 17 • 1853. al.neon Ge~ American c1t1-n1 

met to c:NJ&te a Oel'llm aoc1al cent.I-. The• •n~ la 

•!a.~ of the !1:rat Pt.Htora. G. An-ton,. L. Itoder,. L. Grieb. 

:r. H. 1lilblhauaen, Jo~ FohPerlbach. Sallaoa PMll. larl 

IalaeP, Andreas \fl.ta, ·aatnh&ri Be!nhola• Heinrich Becke.-,, 

M1g\J&t Halger, Juliu o. tralleh. Jacob Stuck, Vale11tln 

lilte,. Jollan Bn4hag and. .A.- Biller. It_, d121ag thl• 

uetidg that. th.87 ur-lvea at a pvpo•• 11hich woulcl_11n1t. 

the Gemaa OOlllm.tl t1 moat _readll7. _ 1 t waa the toatering' 

el joint aing1ng. 'l"ne •• aociet7 wu to be call.ea, the 

Slngerblmc (singing aociet7). 

!he vitiag ot the "br-la• ... eatruate,a to 1. JI. 

l1fthlhauaen, a •ll-►-kn01Bl tailor ot 210 1:aat Fttth st.Net. 

on ~h 21 amo-etlng na o&lle4 an4 • constitution ua 



bf-lan an pre•ntea to t11e aea'bar•hlp. So well wu 
the 144a reoe1••4 b7 o-ther Ge~• ti.t in the tuM•7 

interv~l between ti.. ue.tlup, ttve more --.bon hai 

joined. 

Upon acceptance or tho work ot KP. lihlhauan• ti. 

election or the new elu'b'a tint ott1caa na hell. Ti. 

ti,•at !>!fleer• ot the society wei-et W. .Pappomeiir., pNsiaent; 

tueu Gnbb_, vice prea14e·ntJ J,. l!. Jllhlhaw, aeON~&17J 

R. Ble,er. tna.aur&PJ arul JOAft Fehrenbach. lil>rarlan. T'Jie. 

flrat co.t1ductor na S. Antan. ,. 

( 

lhen the Pohe:ualcg and a1ng1ng· bapa. the meabal'ahlp 

inenaaed ao t1ulekl1 that the elllb pluHi aa e:xcvni•• 

At. a meeting on April 26. a motion na paaaoa to bQJ" au 
OPg&niaatlonal flag. fha. 11.one71raa partl7 ooU.ot.4 \7 

tionationa_ and. Yd.th the protit.a of $15 trom ·the. Pentec~at 

EXcUPaion., the elu'b on luu l pa1a t/1' for· the tlag •. l 

In the oarlr rears tae·Nl na no· club hmtae. hOlll"reP 

in April 1856- tha aoclety •• neetlng 1n the hOJII of 

Ifeinrlch ilbeP't,who _, t'haa conductoJJ, at Sixth aru1 Yarket 

Stneta., the preaent site of tfUllin.11 Clothing Sto.tte. 
\ 



It •• tb• eustoa in tho•• da71, ew,a son than now. 

tor the Gc·Nan a1n&ing aoeletles to engage in. co.apetition1. 

T:h.87 •re uaually bld aunuall1 a1nt .at a ditfeNlnt ei.t7 

each j1':;&r. All cl't1•• wt th German Amerieu comau.,l tle:1 

p&Ptlcipat•4 who wa=re w1 thin naaonable iil•ta:ce of •• 

other. Wihdn.gtor1•• Slngerbuntl ·Utt&ll7 mat •1th the 

llederkranz of Phllailelphia. an4 otar oi-g&nlsatlona t!'Oll 

Jlew York Cl t7, Bal tlmont • !toaai.ag, ant Leneaater. 

~ JlU18 6. 1856,. the t.loare !Mn.pPbuncl attenae4 1tt 

t1Pat Slnger!eat in f~lthuon. The club had not applle4 

tor participation in the aing1ng c·ont.ats but the •:aiee•• 
r.tuM!tecl 111tte 1atleflecl, tor- the7 aacl r•1rte4 a r.putatlaa 

toP theaNlvea and their 701.uig ortuiu.tion. ~aplt. ·ti. 

tact that the uabenhi p lncrw,••• oe1;a141erabl7 an4 that 

the growing pP6apori ty ot the a.abtln pa••• the •1 tor a 

men erten1i•• aoe1al program,. tae. m.aaben ot the Slnp,tnmi 

Mpa.P&te4 on Septembe-r 28, 165£. 2 

In 1858• ho•••• the: DelanN SlttgePbuni •• acti-vat.4 

once aofft on ila7 18. 11Jlt.Yer the oaUHa, the- records anl7 

1tate that • ••• the reunion, longed tor b7 both Ilea, took 

pla•"· 



In tbat yau the N•te• •low thirtJ-eight acti .. aemben» 

•lgllteen pa11lw Mlll'beff ana •lx ~ JllllbH'I~' 

FNJII. that tla an. the Shgtt·rbcd grew 1n prestige and 

number• Ol'll7 r1Tal.K b7 tha Tumergeaeinde in populu1t7 

among Wilmington•• German Aaeri.cau•• mtil it• gJO'lith 

•• inteM'uptecl b7 the CiYil Iv. lan7 ot the Oeatan 
·,, . 

American communl ty reapona.a to the #all ot the colon, ena 
~7 lncl~c1 •111 ot the Slngerlm1ul~4 In the meutS. 

R. lluller• then pi-••~4e-nt,k•pt the aoclet7 t-ogethtu• until 
the clue or the nr. 

Attar tu ur the soc1et7 again Peatae-4 1te aet1Y1t1ea 

on a large acale art.a eontht-.4- l t1 gl'OWth~ Beoaua ot 
pPlnte Jealoulea among a few of the 110re aotlw mambcr1, 

an aPgaient broke out coaeerning the policlea of the 

oJtganlaat1on~ Thl• ... ,uite4 1n a schlea ana a new_ e!nging 

Joclet1 waa to..-tl by .... of the mcben at1d eallea 
• < 

"Ueierkrana•·. The exlstanoe. of two OJttf1111&at1ona lecl to 

ctlllpetltion tor meaber•hlp ancl the dlnalon ••akenecl both. 

Thi.I.•• finllll7 ~allhfl b7 aeabera of \oth aocletiea. 



en J'antta17· lo. 1871. wh•n German• ewrJWbere •-~ eelebrat
lng the· ~ctory of tha "Fatherland• OYOP Fnnee, --.-re•• 

. . ~ . 

great nJolclng 1n the 'llbungton COl!lllmlt7. '?be- tlfo 

societ1ea · eom.binea their tacllltlee to ••l•l>rate tha 

victort., The truita ot unity wn llA4e clear 1n tt. 

aot1v1tie1 o! the d&J aa4 the two &Nntp• eoa~nea., 1 

reorganisation tollewea 1horll7 and a n•• n8M •• giYen 

to the 014 slnpPbun4. It .. callea the 11neluare ~l••• 
trenrlch 1'ullor, •• _1 ti pNu1ident, rrea von Bav4oi,., aeontu7. 

Frau Stuhltel4, llbru1an. Fri ta PAtekar, coniuctoi-., aa. 

Joaeph Sell. treasurer. Te ~0111Maorata the cccaaion. the 

WOiien ot the comm-uni t7, led b7 Ira. Jobar!Da Stoeckle ana 
I••• tlisaceth Emus. preaentea a n.g- to tbe new orga.l.utlon. 

A room. •• ren tea tor- ••ting• antl pYactioe _, held 

on the aaeo1.ul noor or the 'buildlng on Fourth ancl French 

Sbe•t•-• · In 187; the organtaati on held 1 t1 ftnt local 

{Slngerte•t) 11aging teatiTal. It•• an 11-.eai":~llh 
attra~tea clt7--wldt a.ttontt.oa.. During the two 4ap et tbe 

· Shgol'ft•t, lllmlngton _.. boat to aan7 other a1nging 

-poup 111Ch •• the. Phn.aa.lpld.a Bamonle aai La41a.e 

A.ml11u,,. th6 Ph1la4e,l~ slapi-lnm4. the Clmen Ir..'• 
S1ngiag Society ana otnera. The nll b01m. aersmm orchestn. 

•obe-z-kireh•-. alao tnntoa and tor the two-da7 attal, 
all vial ting orpnlsatimia were- g11111ta ot the ,1oclat7. .lt 

th1• time the acialcn na m&4e to affiliate the ••1nare 



\ii th the &tpnaa!on that CU'II the next Je•r the 

•~•rel•• ot the aaben 1-came iae-naalngly a..-votea to 

earning a livelihood and ti. actlvlty ot the club alukene4 

conc1aerahl7. The club room was ftlliruauldtad cad the meet-

inge bee-. lrregulal' fofk want ot a plaeft to aola rell.sanala. 

In 1876. however. a ••ting plaoa •• tmma 1n the boae ot 
Cennd llanz on Pine street 1Bd ainghg quartets ••re ,0110• 

mon organised,. In Jtae 1877 the aoclety •• again N• 

organ!~•• and th.e old name, Del&W&N Shprbuad, ••• once 

moi-e aclopte4., By 1879 the ShgePbun4 •• again nady tor 
com_petltion, -and ln the following aumaeP the aingera traTelled 

to ~ltbaoN to enteP the Sln.gettteat oold there. 

!ow eompo.1ei of alruttoeri 11etlve 1aei11-t-a, tl\e elu\ 

neeo4 !aONt POOlt tacl la ·autwm 1879. it mencl tc a POGII 1n 

Jo•ph Stoackl••• a.ataurant which wu th6n loeatea on nag 

st-reet. 'th8 aoti • moaben then •ni Charle• Tetter• 

Chriatl&?l BacheP• Conra4 Mens, Gottlieb tt1ltbl, PNtS-& 



Stalteld, Joaeph ileB.eftl&lr:, Wllllaa Cloe•• Dau1•l Jraler,. 

Clu-11topheia Baue1-, Jo•ph Sell, Jnus Scheu, Quatave Scheu. 

Johan Sela, E. P. ,,...,.. Ge-opge Sta.lb, c. P. Ro~baoher. 

Anton Hauber, George lretanar ud Peter Ebner. 

B3 1881' the orpniaat1ou, hanng OYer nlllt7 aeaher1, 

ineludlag th oat who •" elaa•d u •acti Ye• aa aell •• 

•pae-alft• • 1ought a uetiag Jl•oe of lta owa. 

! larz- buildlng na f'or ea.le at Ute tl• on. Sixth 

Stre-et between Fnneh arnl lal.nut. Tlle bulllllac •• tor.arl7 

pal"t of The ••l•J&n F•al• college. In orileP to put le 11 

atn.in on it• flnan.ce•• the- Slngerbmul jo1ne4 with the 
GeP:!lla Llbn17 Aaaoelatloa an4 th• Wl.laingtoa hP~lnae 

to · bU7 the propePt7 f POil ti. lilalngton Savuga 11M tor 
'1 ,.&00. Since· the builaing had bHn a ladaa• -•eaool an.a 
'boarilng beUh, an ezteaai7- propaa ot PUtOClellag _. 

note•h17• Pov thouu4 tlollu1 ,.. spent en lmpNm.ng 

tll.l• fov-a1ti-one-halt ato17 brick atru.cturt n4 PhOfftlon 

nloli 1nc1Wd a· nthebllar a-nil ~ aw!i toria. Thi• mone7 

· •• ••1•4 bf the boari of cllncton et the thrc• soctetlea 

who lh•• bo11.4• ao•tl.ng, to $}.ooo. In this aanneP. the 

Wlhdngto.n. Get'mM. Jmerlcu1 ollt&lnea theiP tlrat aoclal 

center., 

It •• not long oetore the Gll'JIU Ball -.. one· of 

the aocial centen for all Wllaiqton u4 may of th• 



,..lleP ana ,ounger 0.BUll'l soetetlea rente4 it tor ••ting• 
aaa held their- social tunctiona there. 

Thia union even if onl7 for aa.ter-ialistle reaaaaa 

••· an ununal effnt beeauae Oerman SOoi•ti••• although 

bomcl b7 tle• ot language an4 eultur. •n 1nte1uNtl.7 

b1<1lvliuallatie and lt •• not otte:n that th•-T aaaoclatea 
w1 th each other w1 thout jealousy. .l great deal or credit 

tor tlda an-angement. hcweflr• goes to Auton Ballber• ala• 

be na in the an11ue poal. t1oa at the ti• ot Ming PNIJ.iaat 

of the_ Slngerbuncl and or the Gelllfm Llbra17 Anoclatloa •• 
•ll aa llr1t Speaker ot tho Wihd.ngt&n hftlgemeln4e. 

1nm the Slngeitbund Peeor-.cla ot U. •elebraUon wh1~h 

we.a held on the opening ot the hall there ta ampa endence 

of the.htpoPtanee ot ti. GeftWl J.mertcan popw.atlon. ~ 

C..ovaP110.r or ~ State,_ Chvl•• e. Stoekl•TJ ra,or ltAnington 

or Tillalngton; Senator Ba,ari., an4 other le&4en ltt pollt-ic1 

·l•~~we1l &I thoae o! OOIIUNe •« lncluatr7 pal'tlelpa.tei in 

the ~opening exercl••• ,ana tile banquet which•• hell~ 

_ Although a.a entra1u,• _tee of threo dollara par bed •• 

chappd, the hall•• filled to eapaelt7. •r.aptte th• 

great expen••• lncrurz.4 tOP tbe gran4 neeption ot this 

eateeaecl eoapa1.17, • a.-claNa a N:perl ot the at.tali- that 

•• re.a at a Joint aeetbqb •a pnfl t ot aOP• than ~,GOO-



.. rea11cea•.6 

The un!on wl th the 'litPnen clli not laat long.. Thia 
noiae and the 4iaturbanoe oauatd by the Turner cb-1111 ani 

othep athl•tle pursuit.a aeon beeau unbearable to the Ii. ng

ing ancl li brai-1 enthuaiaata ot the other two aocletie1. 

After_•_ eet9iea of dh,put~• both friendl7 and othel'WlM• the 

~n aot1gbt a home or thelr own. 

lt thlt polnt in ita hiator1 andm the year• to follow, 

tr• ~erbund held 1UUt7· aoctal f1D1cti ona in ai41 tion to 
-

tr•!• Slngepfeat1. Volkafesta (tolk !e1tival1), plcnle•• 

&'nd paraclea wea hell awing tu warm aeaaon•• wblle 'klla 

ani ,auertraut d.inners wen held clvlng the 1'1nter, aontha.7 



Jot onl1 the Gel'IUlt! Jm,uicaaa attenaea th•H f1mctioa1. 

111 ot 'iihungton entere4 wholeheartell7 into tu Volu!eats 
arul plcnica W:lich never tallea to clro largtt cNnme. The

te1ti val ot 1886 •• 10 aucceeatul that the $,,ooo bon4 

lane, £loato4 to finance the. .renovation of the ltall •·• 

001lpletel1 wipe4 out.. Seven Jlla.P• 'later 1n 1693 llhen the 

1ociet,' celebratei !ta foFtteth .lml.iYei-aar7., it ••• •ntlrel7 

debt !Ne. 

Since the flr·at Tistt at the ainglng feat1Tal u 
Palti~ore, the DelanN Shgerbuaa neTeP tall•cl to appear 

a:t an7 Sln'gei-teat.. it & .Singer-teat in Jiewvk. New J•r1e7, 

in 1891. it competei to.r • pri.u tor the tlit•t ti• •. lt 

th.ls occaalon it gaine4 honei-1.ble mention. 

In 1894 at the Singeri'eat ln New Tork the club waa 

not as akllltttl and_. only able to finish neu last place. 

It na a ghat dlaappol~tment, ancl the m,u1ber1 de·oldecl to 

change conductors. !tte·p engaging c. A. !utaann ot 
Phila&llphla •• eo.ne.ucto~ a change in rehear•al aethoda 

_liU aade, and aa a nault the 11ng1ng n• better than at 

an,tlme 1n. Ute clu1>•1 hietor7. !bl'•• ,-:are later at the 

lln.gerteat ht Phlla4elph1a when l t once aore competea tn a 

singing ecnteat. the Dea•n Sangei-bund ·won r1 Pat prise. 

On Xarch 1e. 190,, tha Flttletli 1nniTePMJ7 of the 1oclet7 

na celebrated and •• attenced 'b7 more thL"l tln hanclnd 



paraona. The prograa tor the eelehration o!fe.nd m111h 

vuiet7, •1th Gel'lalm food. aong•• ana. apeeehea «lternating 

duriag the evening:. Among tho• who f Oftfle4 the aee1•t1 

in lta earl7 70ara, the tollowlag U1tbtJP1 atte,nded tbe 

fiftieth biPthda7: George Schellkopt • Arulr••• Grot•• lamr7 

Fel<lmaier, Chrlatian Sp~rl. P'Nd 1-llt, Joh..'! ~•ier. YP. 

Wiedemann, an ·o.rticial of the ~orth Eaatern Slngierlnm4,an4 

MP. ll-alemet, eonductoi- of the BaltlmoN Slngertest,wen thft 

prin.cipal ape&k•••• 

ia the expen••• lncurncl in .aiaglng teatlv.ala had been 

rather high iurlag the paat ,e••• it ••• iecldei to bola 

the Voli:ate1t 1•••11 in earl7 autlllffl. PreT1oua Yolkateat-1 

had been Yer, protl table, and 1 t ••• :bopea that heli ,earl7 

1 t woulc1 pro•lu a 1tea47 aoUPCe of 1neoae to finance the 

other actlvitle• or the elal>. Froa 190, the,,. featl••l• 

•re helcl annully, the laat one being 1-li ln 1914. 
Germart frlemla and singer• al•1• attentle4 theae atta1i-a, 

sou ccalng trom Pldlaielplu.a, Catlau. Ite.a!.Jig. lliwrslue# 

and other nearby to1ma. · A g,reat pa.rt of the non-.Ge•• 

Nsident1 or Wilmington also attena.4 then attalra. 

Preparatlona tor the Volk•£•1t uuall_7 Wl'a made ta• in 

adT-&nee, ana from tla to time 1uu1oucttment• were ma4e in 

the ne'IQpapei-a concerning thft attnetio?ta, that •ula be 

otterecl. Th• aoeiet7 appointed a apeclal Volbteat 

Comlttee,whlch began ita work•• eul7 a.a June. About a 



••Jc before the opening,• trelle·7 cat- ns h1rea to tn•erae 
the cl t7 to make the ann.ounce•nt that the Volkateat 118.8 

to be held. The cai- •• p.117 cleeoratea ana either oarrie4 

• Slng.rbuncl tu.rte t er a Oen.All bad.a 

Below la an excerpt ot au account ot the Volktte1t 

ot Septem.ber 1910 at Br&aclJlfiM Spring•,•• it appeare4 in 

the 11.lml:igten St••• 



The Volkateate not onl7 gal..11ecl the raapaet or tM 

c~unlt:, for the SlngePb~d but al•o achleud lta orlglnal 
i 

W1 th the lncoae lugel7 provltiei b7 the yeul7 

Volkefeat•• ti. San.gei-bllni •• able to enter eonteata 

quite heqantl7. In 1906 it parlleipatetl la the Gel'ldll 

Feat!Tal •t Newark, !It• ,leP-.7,!roa June ,0 to ¥1 s. 
In 1909 the Singing Socl•tr travelleil to a Slugertaet ia 

New York C1t7, where the7 tlntshe:a 1n the BiHlona eategoP;. 

• 

In 1911 a house at Grubba Landing na bought b1 the 

organiaatlo.n whlcb aene,d as a atame.i- n1idtJ:nce aa4 a place 

ot nl•••tlon tor the meabera. 

In a state;tr.enttn the press conceniing the Slngerbund 

option on the Grubba I.anding prope.rt7., a nw.mber of t.he 

Sangerb-und explained: 

9 filaiagton Sun.cla7 Star·, SepteabeP k. 1910. -



62. 

The !acill tlea whtch. thl • al te ottena were ••iadng 

on ti. Delaware ana boating. •n• •• •• aituatea •• to 
afford &11 excellent •l•• ot the IUPN>uacling co\Vltr,a14e. 

At the tl:se ot the outbreak of the 'f/orld 'flap in 1914. 
the scciet:, wa1 at lt• peak ha.Ting ti:tt,-tn active 

membera on i ta roll mul •••en htL-idNtl an4 twent7 paaai Te. 

wt th the war, few soolel tuaetlon• were held: u4 tho• 

that were baa few part!e1panta. In the summel' ot 1916 
a bauap wu ~.eld in the 'fmtner Hall tor Geaan chllinn 

and the Shgerbuna pai-t1clpatea. w1 th enthu•~•••· When• 

boa••r, in 1917 th• tmltec1 State• init•rea the· war aaa 
feeling agalaat Ge~• ran hlgh. the zem.ber1hip dbd.alahe-4 

aa4 all Olltward act1n·t7, ..... a. 

lO Wllaington Sl1Dia7 star. Deoeaber ZS, 1910. 
. . 



CB'Al'Tl! R VI 

The veat Oel'lll&n mlgntion• to thla oountey brought 

aan7 peopl• • during the la,ttel" part ot the nlnete-enth 

eentt1r1, to whom gPOup exerclslng •• an impertant part 
ot their 11 vet. fop mb.7 Je&n be.toN tl• eata'bl1aatl6llt 

ot the Geftltm iapir•• ti.-re ex1ate4 thi-oughout th• 0.J'JIID 

atate• gymnaatie halla built b7 the Deutache !uPnTel'ebt.1 

In the revoluticm ot lOhS the Ceman Turnen fought 

almost to a man f o:r tNedom and when the republican toreea 

weN defeated., man7 departed !Poa their na.tl•e land in 

b.aate to seek healthle.r home1teacl1. The gi-eateat nm.Mr 

cue to Aurlea. anerlca :at the tiae had little to otter 



in the •1 o! ~'la1tlc club• outa1d• of the t•• whleh 

exlatecl in the oellegea ana univenlt1e1. Aa a reault, 

1n 185,, the Gersdn colon1•• ln Cinct.,natl. !altlm.ore 

and Philadelphia tonaea Tvnven1na.2 

About this time the Geiwn population or ll.lalngton 

although still aiall 111 proportion te those ot t~ larger 

el tie a, na gPOWing atoacllly. It •• onl1 natUN.l then 

that upon arPiYing 1n a atnnge ci t1. then Gcusiana wo1WI 

want to band together in a group whlell 001114 ape·ak their 

r1atlw, tongue 11na provi4e the.m with a 1embl.&11ce ot life 

AH cuatoma which tne7 pvsuecl in the homelaai. 

Cft November 1869 the 1\lmington Germana ergaaiocl 

what. 1• now the illmingtm Tvne ••• The gNup wa:1 then 

known aa the 11.hungton Turngemelnde., The llilalngton 

Turngaeinde ilaedlatel7 attlliatea itself with t.ha 

national bod7 in Cincinnati, Tho laer1.an T.tamvereln, known 

•• the Aaeitlcan !urnel"t. Thl• organlsatlon aa an laportant 

taetor in the Ame·rlcantsation of the flem&11 hmdgnnt and 

2 Ct all the o~lu.tlon• lnteoducei in. th. Ualt•4 St.tee 
in the e-ovae er the l&at centu'7 b7 Qe,man bmlf Patton,. 
i,erhapa none Peprehnted ,a higher leftl of Intel ectal 
lnt11:N1t ani 'brcacl4tp cultural obJoctlves than the Tm-nvertln1. 

' The &8118 aean• ,.,.pl7, •1 1ocict7 tor the practice ot 
ph,aieal oxercl•• • 



•• lnstrua&ntal in the introduction or pb1slca~ euucation 

ln th• elementar7 and ••oondaf7 aehool1 o~ thl• count?7. 

It !:iOW aaintai.na • nen?fll ach0ol 1n conjunction with the 

UnlY-er1it7 of Ind:ian& tor th• training or teach.era ot. 
physical education. 

Originall7 thtl Wilmln,ston Turngemelnie a1 compoae4 

of German •peaking cl t1ee:a1 onl; and tor a time a.ctocl 

•• an anehor-1ng place tol' the Gel'llan 11m1ie;nnt•-• Soen 

however, man7 other Wiltaingtoniana, attncte4 h7 the 

healthful and aocial .act1vitiea ot the a-oeletr,. began 

to Join. There never. •• an7 rule llri1.tlng 11e:1.iberahip 

to persona ol raenw1.r1 birth or extPactlo.n. On the cOJttnPy• 

tor in the constitution ·ot the !iatlcnal So~iet7 -OIM-. • ot 

the ti rat lawa adopt.a •• ani atill ia today, that no 

m&r1 can betoae a meabor o.t the h.rnYeNin unleaa he is a 

eltlsen of the Un1tea State• or had ieolued hia iat.atlon1 

of beccaint one. Thia J'Ulo baa be«J. -Pig1dl7 entore•4 and 

no ezceptiona are allo•d to lt.~ 
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loz- un7 years the prlTllep ot Toting an4 holding 

otf lee in tM tarngemein4e •• extaaclecl only to -a.l'll&ll 
Atlaric,an ..,.1,en. •Thia,• •xplatnocl a 11G1ber o.f the 

society. ••• rtot occaaioned b7 a117 pr,ejudlce a.galn•t the 

other member• but na d• tc the fact that the buineas 

mettinga were held in the Gel'Jl&n tongue. It •• naaonable 

ainee the non-German •peaking members not being .aba to 

understand what •aa going en. would be unable to Yote 

lntelllgently. • 5 

The tirat m.aetlag place or the ne11 socle .tr •• 

locatea ln a roon over Klels saloon on Poplar StPeet. 

Later, becauee lt was too amall to allow full acope to 
the gJmnaatlc ftlll88, the1 :1ovei to a largei- hall located 

at Fif'th and lari:et Street• ... where the7 reaa1neil ·until 

1883. At this tlae tu hPne ra ha4 a umber•hlp et thlrt7 • 
• 

iYe17 Sunc1a,, DP. Stahl of Philuelphia woulcl jou.rn•J to 

Wllmlncton to conduct • claaa in g:anaatlca .. 

In 100, the 11.latngton Tlmtgeaeinde ln eonJunction 

1d th the Delanre Slng1ti-buntl ana the German Li 'brar7 

Aasociatlon pwehaaed the anne:r buil4lng ot the Wesle,an 

Female College .at 206 kat Slxth Stnet.6 

5 From a con'YeN&tlon with one ot the leading ambei-• ot the 
Wihuagtca Turner•• l!r. Steven Reikowl ta. 

6 Se• Chapter on The r»lewa,re Slngerburut_ page 55. 



Thi• ~1141ng •hi-cit later bocue boa•• U.-· 

Gel'II.U Ball wu taoagbt to prwria. • per!eet aett1a, 

to• the thae elu~ aith -• •- laerlt&.ge. It na aot 
lug betore u.· nolay act1Yl t1•• or ti. ~n 41-atvW: 

the aeti-vltl•• o! tbe- ott.• -oocup111t• •f tu hall. Witl 

th1• the ,-..nen began to •.t • uw hr-.e ot that• .... 
· Att.r month• of lnl tl••• .... anhlnc»- a al te wu 4caateil 

b7 ffen17 hall• • proainent o.,_n· buiceaa ua. ort tlae 

r!o-rt..at cornar ot tlgbth and Freull Str.•b• 'rt. laul 

coataimul two t.._ reata,n1c•1 llblcb were .not at all 

•t.11table tor Ute elub'• a.ctlvltl••• 11th little aone7 

in the treaaur7 at ti.- tl•• the ol11b atutbera beg«a to 

eon1tract ~11" oe. b11tld1ag. 4o1~£ all the •It tlidl1elff•• 

!J 18 ti. btdl41na;_,. • two-sto17 briek attatp whlcll 

inolwte4 a lup uan&•l• •• tint.._ On Febftaan 19 
ot ~ •&111 ,-v. 0.- Wllalagton hPD.pulna, ahortl7 

&ttor mo.tag· into lt• a•··,uarte.n. tee ... 1neorporatetl. 

J.t ~-- MW' Tunl1all the 9001et7 rea.cliea a high poht 

ot lta gl'Olfta arul actlYltlea. 87 1• tu aebenhlp •• 

c-• three hanh4. Th. hall 1se.._ not onl7 the eent•• 

er tt. hm•P•• athletic encleawra bat alN •• the focal 
point of un7 aoclal taetlona. !t;e annal ...a Wl. • 
popula.r teatUN ot tho illstnctcm aoclal uleu.a.r, •• 
hel4 then tor aaa7 ,-.._ 
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The Turn.en. once ti.,- movea into their on hall• 

h.4ld regular cl••••· 1n ph,a1oal e4ucatlon watch cona1atecl 
ot about th1rt7 pupil••- h ad41tlon to tlda, •· leafleP'a 

el••• n,1 conducted 1n -llhlch 701mg raen were trainecl to 

uad other CJ'O•P• in••• •a.ro1... !.n01m to the aeabe•• 

u TUPD~,ul•• tJ.ae cla••• weN particlpatei la b7 

eYePJOne ln the tel17 NgaNleaa et age and ••• Belcnr 
ia a acheihale ot cla·••• and lnatr\letien• aponao,,ea b7- the 

11.lmlngton furngeaelrift 1n a paaphlet which appearea 1n 

1916. 

TvA 11111• 802 1Nmch stNat 
Boumot Inablaotion 

1n 1o,p• ciw. - 6 -. 10 - tad a.p• Olaal,. .,. 10 to u. ,._. 
._,.._tlllll.f'ridllrktoS.JGp.a. 

'9111~ ~- tll9 1fl • ll ,.._IINi •_•••-••_ f·n•III' aa4 ~-••_. I"_ I.JO __ p.a. 
~- ............. 18 Ida_ JO ~--·••dq _. ~- _ t.e JO,.._ 
SedW CJal,(.._.)• JO,.._. alll ........ --,~--•to 10 ,,-. 
In- Girl'• Cl.a■■•- ---6 tit_ ~--JWIN. - ._ .,....., a a ,.._ __ _. IMi■- .ti I p.a. 
ialGll'lta ........ 10 '8-15 ..-. · 

. .. .... ........ s.JO..asat..,.)11t-'-30p.a.. tedl••=--JS ,._. _ .. "I I l~lrd.•Jll 1111" .. _- __ ft& I ~•-J& I to JO p.a.. 
W L ,_ . -- Ml .dl'ID LESSaS ... H bid··~ ,._, -.. 11 ..... 

,_,.._ II ■- ul ·•· _.. ,._ of JI r .... 
Cldi•• fJI ._ I - l1•s. IS; pW wa•11 

.Although mocltl.ad to tlt the age of the p&Ptlel~t•• the 

procedure tollowcl _QPlag cla11 meeting••••• follow: 

• •.• .urch 1zt at.Ip around the hall:, then to 
l"l1!l in 1·tep- about_ f1Te al.nut.a. Polloil91 th1a 
&tte·P -• abort nit .,. cal••thenle exero1••• 
about twent7 .alnut••t· Tbe cla•_ a encl•_ with a 
game• naeliaa but p •184 in th1a n7; ill 



Eve.17 Pebfta17· tor a n111bezt -or re•n the Tvnera 

wow.a preuat • apeolal 4anoe te1tinl 1n 11hloh the- •••r• 
pertonae4 iuropeaa Folk •-••• in na ti u coat .. -•• A 

apeclal teatllft wu a alrteentll ontlu.7 Sirin a.no.. 
In thl• exhlblt1ou. als JOtall men enc 11z 70UD.i 110a8n 

doaaecl Sid.•• coatWMa m4 pirouetted in the old cL~ton 

atept. rhaeroua othe~ colorful clance• were includei b1 

th• progna lnelua~ng a Dllt-ch ance ••• 1n •oclen 1hoea. 

!ho• danc•• wen 10 populaP that at oa• ti• '11111• 

Doclt1t.-der engage4 tbe troupe to appear on t1- atap ot 
:- ·~·:.--._ 

the Opera ~oun. llhleh •• •~ one ti._ one cf llllmlagtorr•e 

nudeYllle houaes. 

In Jme l'R! the lilalAgton t,.n,ncemeb1a W the, 

honor or 1-lag the ••nter- or· all Tura.er aet1Tlt!ea 1n ti.· 

micl-Atlantio area when the 41atl'let ~••t ••• held 

ln 11.laln.&ton• ·The Tvnel'f••t •a gala ttio-aa7 attur• 
lnclwhut tleli ana ·£1Dt••tto •••nta aurtng the ia7llpt 

how• ana aualoal and aoelal aotl ..-1 ti-ea in the ••n1ng. 



Protoaaor Otto Goapal •• •••• ot thl f1el4 apo-i,ta • 

th!• oocuioa. O.Orp •th• J>P••identJ ana BenPJ Slouth• 

ti....aurer or the clubwPe in charge or the aPNAgement•• 
ilnacow'• ReataUNnt, the-n at 802 llubt StPNt• preparea 

ea elaboPat. menu _of 0.ftlln. 41.ahee top the Yialtlng hffleita .• 

A~•P7 aprlng tha TvaPf pn•nte-4 a oanutie 
eshibltion known to tbe .Genaaa •ncana u tb& •o.oeae• 
Jahrlicb• Schauturaen•.. .&ttena..a b7 the Cenana -•n4 

other lnhabltante ot wt.laington. lt •• a laporiaat factor 

in Nilling raon.e7 tor the ltfln7 utlYitle• et the •ocl•t7. 
Each clua et the Tum achool pat on an exhlbitlen ot 

their skill. The program •• u followa: 

,apt I 



Afte.p the exh1b1t1on •• eone1ua.a • ball aa aoclal 

gethePing na held.. 

Not onl7 dl.4 the ··~tna. proT1de fOJa the ph,alcal 

ancl cultural 'bett•Paent ot lt• _. .. wt throvgh the 

TumoP llnjlh:riger ~tentilbunga • Terein (T-.eP 

voluntar1 aid 1oclet7) tounud in lfl:17 lt eadeaYOn4 to 

l>")Vicle them. 111 th aoe1al hlfl1nru•• ~ thl• plan. 

•ach ae1l°beP who J·oinea ana paid &IIUlll prud.um, a benefit. 

pa~nt or SlS pe• week •• made to a tamil7 1n ca• ot 
hla lllne••• In case of the death of a aeml»r ,SO•• 
pale! tor men azii $,> tor -•9 

A 1inging 1ooiet7 •• alao part or the Wila1agtcn 

Turnge•lnd• whloh Mt ln ·T1Jm Hall u4 ht eom,oaef of 

thirteen or the more 11uloal ••\le••• Tala orpnlaatlon. 

although it •·nt out ot exlttanoo 8hortl7 'before 1915 •• 

a tavorl te featun at all 1'urnaP aoclal eTenta. 

BetoN 1914 tho ••lwf.rlhlp ot the ~1n4e in 

lilalngton nabereit over ,x>i clvlng the 11U, bowe'ft1\, the 

!unction of the ~,. waa curt&lhtl auo to popular 

pPejudice• against aoeletie• of Gcu.san orlgin.. J£eabePsh1p 



f•ll ott oona14arabl7. B1 1916 lt wu two hmclre4 aria 
t•nt,-...1ght ani t~ll loweP when the Unit.a Statt;a ent.ea 

tbe ur against O.raan7. Utorta wn acte to oounteraet 

thl• taellng agal11at Tttmeriaa ana it ••· polnte,4 011t that 

. •• ••r-17 u 1872 Jaeri.caa 'l'vnert.a W ·been 0011plebtl7 

aepapate4 !roa tA:IIWl Tvnez-i111 ancl hai ecmplotal1 4ec11oatea 

ltaelt to a..ocratlc 1a.a11. When the Unltecl State• 
enteN4 the mu- twenty-two or the Wll:alngton Turner• 

volunteerea •ul a lai-ger n11aber «Yentuall7 an •nlce 

ln th4t Affly and N••7• 

With the end ot tbe war Turner• began to reeme theiP 
,. ' 

: pla• ln etxm:!unlt7 111'•··• The opening of tho P«7Darcl 

ata41ta ort June·22• 1922 waa hei-alde4 b7 a larp hrnerf••t 

1'.ehl there. The late illllu P. lurta., prom.lnent la-,er 

. ·•• prealierit ot ti.. lurne..reat ln which soeletlee fftll 

Ul!T e1 tlea took part. 

YA th the arrl-1 ot pro.bl bl tion tae hl'neN once 

are ha4 to na4Jut theuel••·• bJ elialnattag aan7 of 

thelP aoclal tunet1ona a:nd putting renewed e.aphatia ,on 

ph,ai cal eul tm-e •. 

In U. earl7 t119nt1••• tha7 sold the old hall on 
Etgbth aaa J'l'tlneh Street• an.d purcha .. a tlte olc1 f>aaoc-ntic 

Rouee at E00 Cla,toa Street. 0a the luge growula behb'1. 

ta.. elub ho•• they eonatruetea • tul.17 equipped 



Uke their coar&ba all over th& Unlt•4 Stat.•• tla 

Ttu-nen aN eontlnulng to a.41cate their ~••tlon to 

the pUPpO .. ot fvtbering ph,elcal e®Cation W the 

dlaaemins.tior:: o.! rational opinion anti ld••• acooY4ing to 

•oientltlc knowledge L,:id expe .. iene,e which aa7 be aaat.11184 

to advance the ph71lcal,.aoral end lntollectaal an.cl 

material welfare ot anklnd.10 



CRAFTER. n I 
~1 t"'l''J I "'!'rl~;~R') • ~ Mrrffil"!.1 u v, i . L .... ;:,;,.,, Ui.,- \,.ll t.: :\.\tll 

Br 18.bB there wre aufflc.lent O.raana (t..uth•nn} in 

111.mington ·to bani together and tldPt,-aev•n cttlaena 

ot Wllslngton and v1cinl t7 1ndicay,a on August 6, 1848 b7 

thalP algnatUNa tJ,...elP tles1a to !om atid, aupport a a.nan 

J,.utheran Congregatlo-n. The ReT .. T .. w. •11. ot Baltiaore, 

had called the aeetbt·C an4 ·•• u well u othera, auppl1e4 

the pulpit during a trial ptr1o4 ot thPN aonthl.. !lthough 

on Nnabor 6th. tho oPganlsatlon ilaban•4• it thoul.4 be 

noted that t..ntj-two ot lt• thlrt,-.aYen tpon1ora ••n 
later to be roaa 111ong th6 thl:rt7-thfte charter aeaben 

ot Zion Chvch .• 

l!eanwhll•• a aealt1&P7 grad11ate, the Rev. frledrioh 

Y&lz,. bait arrlYed in th!• cont17 ti-=. Switzerland. On 

hl1 •1 to Illinola u a mlaslonar7. he atoppea ln 
t, . 

Phila4alph1a wheN h4 bec«me aegua1nted ~i th • letteP t.on. 

a group of alnoere Christiana in ffl.hdngten. •ho urgently 

re.quested tbat the7 be p,.o,-1.dei with the k&-Y1ee• ot a 

paator. 



he tir•t conauetad ••niee• on tu ••«>nd floor_ or• 111&11 

houM on tho east s14e. In the record of that Stmt!a7, lite 

read the t, attor aenlce, thlrt1--thNe penon•• agreed to 

tom a LutMNm •cmg-rogatlon. -,,.. Rolf Ghost ••• in our 

aii.at, • ••1 the minutes ot that aa,-, •and • were of on. 

t•art ana one soul.• 

Thu in l8h8 •ltlt tu tounfiln.g et the Zion Lath.ena 

Church. • hrN tba tlr-at .t·01'Ul ev14euoe of a Geaiaa 

Aalrican cHJm:aunl t1 in llhdagtoa. •ftt.e following wen 

ch&i-ter rln.\NPII Guatay w.11. U.i1.r1eh nuna, Johami ,. 

Buach,, larl notaaei-. Johann Scbsager, Luadg J:elUJ\, 

Johann i;. !uch. Georg nctfulater. Lu41r1g Precht, tatharina 

1tlnk, li&.1"£ar•te Schmit~ J:ula Buts, illsabetb. ht•• In. 

Gutmann, Ch-ristlna Eubor, Frl•·~lcb. Klund. ,Johann_ Onin

er, Jacob But&• Peter llffhr• Wllhttla Brofael•tt• Frled:r-leh 

Greani11ge·r . ., Georg BlllOh• Georg Gaueirt. ,~le-drich fellae-t. 

1-71 the 0.·d6r, ~llh•h Goette, Jacob larch• Johann S.htdtt,, 

Johatm !fo,abeok. Johann Otto. ffeini-lch Grebe, J. R. Ehle and 

Ju.ob tle11lle. 

oa !londaJ». Deen:.bor 4th, the ma:bePa met for purpoae1· 

o! .orpnlaation. After an. opecing prar•r• Paator T. w. 
•11 prounted Paetor Frlodrleh Wala. l Ch\tl'Ch Cotu1.cil ot 
au BC11ibaPa were electoa, Johana Otto. Jacob le.Nh. 

1rie4Pich tlunA. FPiedpi.ch Buach. Belnrieh tlm:~ and O.org 

Gauer,t. To th:ase $ft t~ nltai. ot the congregation •• 



•ntrust.ecl. At the cl.ou ct the t1P1t quartei-17 atat1116nt 
appears the fallowing: 

•Ex··".· nu• $91, 19,ht lto.1pta, r,a.s6, -or a 
1-tlclt ot Jl✓•};i, wh1fh na 1rlpei out b7 
gltt1 r~ counc!i.men. 

0a Dtceabeit '7th, the Ch.-oh Council u t -at the haa 

or Jacob Re.rch. It •• decl&ul to b1N • hall to, ti. 
boldlttg of aonicet ln the Centn Building., on the norih

••t coi-neP of Fourth an4 Proneh Streets, at • tee of 

$50 per yea7. To re.lae thl•- cvaoW1t, a cclleetloa -. 

appolete-i tor eaoh Sutnla7 at each aenlce en4 in a44lt1on 

to thl• the meabor-a pr<nlae8. to par ono dollar per quart•·r

rear. It 1r&1 aleo dee-ta.a to call ti. leT--. FrieG.rloh . 
lalz •• Pastor of ti. tMJtiJ Ol'pnlaed coagnption at a-

1•u~rl7 sal&17 ot $,00. t·o 'be pa,14 qD&Jfterl7,. OD Suruia7,. 

December 9th, Puto·r al& •• lritonM:a of what bai 

tnn•p1ro4 ana he otfleially lndlcatea hla aeeeptance ot 
t!Ma call. 

The :t1rat t.n ,ean 'brovpt the •• oan.gngation ll&Df 

trJ1ng ;u.-aeat.a. ieooNllng to the tlnanoial atate..nt of 

the tlnt ,e•• t~n •• a deficit ot t},-.6!i. The· •ala17 

ot the p!"Mc-lwr •• reur&!lge4 aooor4b1g to the tollowJ.n1 

rules: that attar the rent hMl beea pa1cl, the ine.- for 

each 11•rter ehall be g!Ten to tM Pastor u l&la17. The: 

Sexton NtceiTed $1.50 to-i- h1• aenlcc• duri.ag the tlnt ,-al". 



Monie• froa .,,.,-.. per prt.P awrapa $55, •• ooll•ctlona 

rz,. Bowevor. through l,nodical uaiatanee. •••ting at 

first to $150 arui•ll7 aaa oontinubg to the clo• of 1866 
Zion Ch~oh fomii lt poaalbl• to tnJPT1Te. 

In the al.nute1 of tha Vinisteria of P•rin•1lvanla tor 

the yea 18.b.9, appeal'• a letter tPOa a cong,ept1on 1a 

Wilalngton auing· S,no4 to neelw. both the congNptioa 

an.a. 1 ta pastor. The lotter na aoeOJ.'lp&nle4 by a eoatri'butlon 

to tho aisaion• tuna ot Syn-o4 of .$3.-60.. The S,nocl . paaae4 

the following reaolutio»1 

In 1849 the. Chm-eh bought two lott in the ch11Nh7&NJ 

ot 01a S.11e• Aurea. Ttrent,-elrht poraons au\aoribei to 
thi I pN>jeet. » ..... ot U. COllgftgatlon hN to be buP1e,J 

here wuler •r'tatn eoacitlona.. In 1857, tbe n•tri-otloa was 

maa. that onl7 the oPphafte4,, the 111aow.c1. an&l the J.apareri•h.64 

ahoulc 'be bv1act here. tater o the nwale7 ot lota •• 
lncrrea1ed to alx. 

Paato:r tfala a,rvod ~ congregation tor a llttl• aore 

tha?t th,ee ,ean tmtll the_ apPiag ot · 1852. He •• tollo•« 
by ti. Re•• C&i-11., J'ugor, who 11&1 paator ot Uon tor &htoat 



three Yti-&rl, at th• elMl o! that tiu he Petm-n.4 to 18a4int, 

Pann17lnnl•-• m 1855 the in.tut Chvch faeecl. -a serious 

cr1als. !ee&ue the tlnanclal Cltppocrt hat1 iroppea alacat 

to the ,uiahiag point. the paator-•1 ••lal'T eoulcl not be 

paid. Thi.a n.• met b7 placing 4uea on a J9,,arl7 l>aala. 

In a aubacrlptlon liat or 1856, totallag t-'68. an ana•l 
g1fta ot $20, $12, $10. ete. -- whlcll wen large tor that 
time. 

Putoi- JaegeP' a 1tacceaaoi- •·• tbe Rev. Thaaa• Steot 
whoae paatorate •xten.4e4 fPOa 1.866 to 1869., Under hia the 

eongngation built its tint ChuPch ln 1057 ea 1-laut Stnet 

above Sixth. In reatll.ntt the 4iscua1on• whlch pn-••••• 
·u. cona.naut ot oplnlen •• that •it should be •• luge· 

~ the. Vethodl•t ChUNh ou Seventh Street. onl7 higher.• 

The alt•• sixt,-two te-et •quaH, coat $938.SO. The Chvoh, 

a one-.ator7 bulldlne ereet.4 by v.·•• J'oeep'h X. PJl•, co•t 

n~. lurni ture mul equipment coat fl.!"07.26. makbJg a 

grand total ot ~87.26. The new ehureh 1ra1 dettleated on 

larch 8, 1867. To cuap the iebt. a aoci1t7 or ti 'WI WIien 

•• oi-ganlaetl but tkolr aucceaa •• meager. 

?tJ8 tint mention of the Sunda7 School in church nco.Pda 

are ln those ef 1856 when 1 t alJtea.4,- rnabencl ,0 oMldl'en. 

flie- chvch eo.uneil •N ti- fint t.ea,ehorw. Ir •.. !uguet 

Robelon taught the chllarea to aiag, lnatnetecl and lef tht 



chcir and pla,ea ti. •loaeon ·{donated la 1857 by Kr•• 
luemme~l• and Ir,. Stil.1 or Phllaclt;lphia) -- tor all ot 
which he rece1wc a 1fi&rl7 aala17 ot $60. In 1860 the 

Rev. Wllbela ffaetkarl, 9ho •• pastor t.roa 18&9-1861. 

gave · hlatt'Uetlone ln the catechiam f&r the tlnt tla in 

llan Church. The. tlPat coa•titution o!; the Snncl&7 SchHl 

wu cln.1m. up ln October 1862 -- an elati.r&t.- iGCn1N11t. 

In 106} the Swk7 Seko·ol ·•• •t ,ap •• an inclepeiuJeat 

organiut1on and a rell•f uclet7 •• foftle4. 

hator ?l..aalkai-1 na; tollo111i tf tha ReY. Johann 

l:l.tlmeP, ldto •cnae !r,oa 1861 to lf36lt. At U~I ti.. the 

Sunday School ha.4 grown to iaelu4e aoTent7-!lve p11pll1. 

Since a debt c<mt1nued to J'Oat upon th• c-on~atlon. 

ettort, ""' ..ct. to- clear 1 t. 
9It •• deci&ul to nrnl a.-i •P??•l to tna 
£0,mer ?actor of the ecnrn;11.tlon, Ir. 
St.ck. ana his Church Ctttatctl to pu-.lt 
funia to be raiq4 in their congregation. 
iJo anner •• ,eoe1ft4. We tried . 
41fterent Pad:'"• 1d tb Use n@•t that 
the71tiTe lett»ret . tor the •ti{i t ot 
the Cfnrch, but •11 declined. 

That the nlatloa 1-taaa Zion Q.vch ·•4 ff,Jtl.eu 

eoela1 gJJ011pa· •·• coriial 1• ahowa b7 U. fact that the 

Dela-.. Saag♦.rbu.na ofteN4 to ai.ng at the nnic•• in 1861. 



Paator Iucller n•lg:ne.d hla o!tioe in 1864·an.a,... 
aucoeeilld 'b7 Pastor Hei:!1rloh Jlolck.tel who at&,otl unt.11 

1867 •. The congl'eg&tlon 01gantsea a parochial Hhool, 

in 1065, but alnee t.hePe. 1fU no rooa 1n the chUPeh,- it 

•• "9e14ed to 1011 the ·chv-ch and to pvchaaa H·111t-.r 

One laool a.t Slzth ucl French Stl'ffta. ln Septeaber the 

church•• aold to Bethal .l.ir.i. Church fop $4,000. 
,,. 

In O•tobeP 1.865_, ~--~- off er s,t $4,500 tor the ffhool 

blailfllng •• acoeptea 'b7 the Clt7 Doud of _ichacat1ott aui 

the e]n.1i-eh moved to the tha.e atoq atructmre. The lo•r 

atoPT •• turnllhetl •• a school, the a144u ato.17 •• -..a. 
1.nto a church at a coat of Sl.886. ani the upper at017 

leaaea to the Ci t7 at a ,-.arl7- rental ot $150. lhile · 

altentlona \WJN being ma.a. ... rv1ce1 'IMN hel4 ln the 

In1tl tute Bulldlng fop whlch $5 per Simla, wa1 pata. -

Pa•tOI' We1ckael had abil1tT a.a a teac-her &n4 b7 -1864 
tu achool •• att.na.a b7 nint,-tl?e chllcbtea• o! which 

fitt,.two belonpcl to the1:r eongngat10J1• tov •" 

Baptist. thne C&tholie. two Eagll1h., one l•wi•h• aaa 
thlrt,-tour unohvchei. It W a 1tatt of tovtea 

t.achera aaa the atten4ance grew to alaoat o• hunclrei 

a.ni thirty pupil• in 1867. 

thde:r the Bav. B. B. Ialm (1867-1870) conaltlarable 

treubl• ••~•--••in th congnption becauae ot the achool. 



81. 

The paator laeb4 the .. ability aaa the pat1eace to keep 

echool an-cl tlte eongNgetloa the •an• ot luring a aeparate 

pl'lncl pal. Thu th.e aolioo.l •• detach•~!. t.roa tha ffngft£at1or: 

and na ev-entual.17 •tec-ontla1af1. 

With th~ lnel'easing bmlgratlon ot Ceruae to 

. 111.aingto:n, b._Yer. thl eongregation grew, ana a aom1 ... 

anr.ni&l report of 1868 ahowecl reeeipta ot $1,266-.79. 

lppanntl? ·the C11il Wu aade :W.ttlo hapre1sion on the 

oon.gnptloa tor nowhen ia 1 t mentioned in the lt1nute•,. 

la 1870 the Rev. Paul Iae•n•chadd• lf.D. ot Norri1town, 

Penn.17lvanl•• •• extenffd a call at the COlll'J'6PtlOW 

~•·ting and he acee1t.-cl hi• new dut1•• oa JarnJ&PJ 1. 1871. 

l!eanwhll• ti. eO!tCftgatle hacl grown aaa. 1 t.a 1•.rton • 
the aecoai fiGttP h-sa boeose too crampei. It, there~""·• 

-p'l'Ooeedad t~ b114. Thi eeillng was NII.OYri a-ni the 

11ppeP ato17 1,e.,.. part or the cl\vch. A ftul. tea oel11ng 

11U lmtlt. hlgh Cethlc Wii14en were aet 1n. •• • choir 

plle17 ooa•tnetea. c-a S.pteaber 16;, 187,. the •hul"Oll 

•• Jttt-deile.atei.. The •hl c,oatPUt tor Wa ·:work wu 
......a to )Ip. Im P.·&rne1t tor t2,-.es_. Tb ea,pet. 

• aes al•oa, pa ntttnc• •4 cla•• won bfflllht the 

t.tal te '2,9'88.J,S. Attar payaent. a ie1't of $1,800· n•W 

upon the con_gngation .. 



becee • Paatoi-) a Youag,Jlen'• Soci•t1 with blent,-eicht 
11Utben wu !OIIDl4 oa Oeto'bor 28• 1878. on .S.pt.-1,ap 18• 

1879 girla ·wre H&ltted ~ the a. aa changed to the 
Young h,o:ple•• Soclet7 with• llRlbePthlp ot tort,-etpt .• 
Heeling• •re held OD Thvda7 ewn1ac, t11ioe • aonth .. 

•• tor deYotional ana the otheP to, aeclal pv,ete•• The 

soeiet7 ln 1 ta he1fla7 aponnrea & tnnber of •ntei-taiaaeat,. 

atrawberr7 t:t.atlnla ani excuPsion• tor the 'benetlt of the 

· ehvch, ancl pla19d an blporta11t role in the building ot 

the pNHnt chm-eh ,and in intl'Od•lac iagllah 1nto lt• 

aenlce1. 

!in• ,ears later on lfliNlt 15, 1886, alxt.en 11D118n 

met ln the Smula7 School at the Paator•a brrltatlon aai 

o,gani••• tha fnuennrei11. 

In 1889 1 t had one hundttecl and eight mem.eePs; 1n 

1896. ou hundred ud twenty,-flveJ ana conttn•tl to gNJW 

until 1914. Langl7 tltN>Ugh the ali et trd.a a-ociet7 the

p.-e•tt~t ehUNA •• hul.lt. It raiaec1 .rzt.ooo • .., •. , the 

re•n• te.-thiru .. of ·wh.lell hu gon• towa~i elntrch ana 

paraonap expense• ua the Na&1iuleP towaNl aia•len·•• 

In iuguat, 1880. the g_loay gra7 walla o! the chllNh 

wen tre1coed 1n a var1et1 ot rlYhl color, b7 11:r. iachola• 



luach.L-i, a ........ at a eost ot teb,. JOftllhep 4th, 1886 

· •• another fostl•• 01 tor tbe congnpt10ll. !l\it naan . . -

fop njolcing na 1na1eatec1 by the ·pbue1 •l)ebt•tNe,• 

which &ho~ down trom th• nll 1n goli•n letter• on a 
beek,:rounc of green le-•fl•i• An oltl u-bt• contN.otea l>aek 

in 1865. when the bull«lhi,g •• purci. .. .a •• wtpoa out 

and the congregation•• once aore tree ot all 4ebt. 

A aurpP.1• part7 n1 ~i-ren nr. Isenacb1d on J11l7 

31., 1891', hi• tlfti.eth blrthaa1, ·11fhe_n • !ln• gold wateh 

•• pr.eeent.4 to h1L Two tc•r• later, -on· lm:nar119., 
1896. the pa1top ••lebftte4 the ,-nt7-titth haiftnaP7 

ot hls ittt't&llatlon. 'i'lw IJT. J,. J. tv.und11t et Reading, 

who had inat&lle4 the paator in 1871, pnachef at the 

~wniq anlce. lb'-. Tho.o:,lore Fueckel d1i-eotea the ehotr. 

That ._,,nilng a NlffliOD of oateeh11Hna •• hllfl. At a 

•rvi" tlaa following evening. tlr. Ootthol4 Yaege.r., . 

Prealunt of the Church Cou."1:cll• preaent•tl the eelebNnt 

111th a a11Yer tea ••nice. A ilnneP in tlle 0.l'llb Ball 

cloacl the eelebrat1on. 

u the ,.an paaaecl the coagng•tioa and the St.nulay 

Scl!OOl grew. lnatea4 ot thirt7 pupll• th•re •re na 

thN:e htm4rec1Jalthough apace 11U opne4 up wtr.NtveP 

poa1tl>l•• atill . .,,. •pa••• neede4,an4 tlurlng ti. next 

tff ,-an there na aue:h i11cuseton about bullcllng • uw 



ch't17ch. A lot n1 sought, ·plans were laid• ·&n·d expell••• 

esti&sted. \teanwhile ~l~lngton •• un&rgclng a npl4 

exp1,iiaio·n ana san1 or ·the meblr• •n moving to other 

aootion1, espeoi&l.17 to the ••t S14e. On April 5 1 189}. 

Mi-. lieru•7 Sn74er report.4 that tha auhti-uctvre of the 

church waa ~ooaing -..k. A ohvoh to coat tli.000 •• 

uclded upon. an arehiteet Hcved, and a prel1aln&PT 

coamd ttee appo1nt•4• with i:.niel Maier •• Chairman. 

J-uat a weak later l{r. Jouph Stoec,kle klndlJ otteni 
a pieee of growd on the- t:eat Sic• of la4k1oa St,eet,. 

betwe•n Fifth •~ S1Jtth Street •• • ai'te !or the new 

chvch. PJ.• off•:,-.. gratetull.T uoptec1 ant! •~at• 

we~::: _aa4e to r•~llsa a lOAg cnerlahef d:,eaa. Plan• were 
dnwa up, but \ida ran too high. othe~· plans w.re iNf.lm 

up. Thou all aorta ot olJect!.ona •re Toice:d. !n7 

mes'bere dli not want to le••• the olcl site. llan7 did 

not nt1t to ~ovo 10 f •• to the ••t• 11naU7 1n 1895 the 

dee1aion waa rea,ohacl to returtt the •1 u •• uneultablo • cl 

to aeek another. Thia •• doae aru! the aearoh tor • lot 

ecntlntied. 

The .aattei- Ntbie; until 1897 when Ur.• eo~rldtt.ee had 

-at last found a atti table el te. on the northeaat com•r of 

Sixth e.ne. Jaol<aon Streeta. A aon. of the eriglnal donor. 

itr •. l;;arry J. Stoeckle, and llle mother, Ira. Johann• s. 



Stooekl•• pu..cha.sei the alt. ,for Sh.QOO anti pre•nte4 the 

tlft in lleu ot U10 otlicu•• lira. iau. s. Gaa clona'tei tu 
lot to the re•• a.~tl 1h'. ia11 Barta-aim• a ?hllwlphla 

. ",_ architect. d~• up the plan• whle-b., after varloua changes 

WN accepted. Tl.vi', eaQ tract tor bui ldiag the ohvoh to 

coat $16 .• ooo •• ~ed .to DaTid Dangel & Sona. 

On January 2. 1898. the cornerstone •• la14 IJli 

woPk begun. The whole ··c·origrega:tion gatht;retl at the pl.he 

e~ building arul at 2 o•clook the .suaa.7·-sc-hool arur the 

Church Council met 1n -ta.. old.·chveb ancl then. ll1lF"Ched b 
; 

proee aalon. to Sixth amt, "Jaclcaon Stree ta. while the 

eongiregatlon atreaed 1n frOfl all a1ae1. at; o'clock 
the pastOI' la veataenta, a.ft.it brief ievotlona, atnek 

the eornentone thrice. •·• he sal4: 

•tn the ~-ane· of th.ti Father and ot the 
Son, and of tht Holy G.hoal. Ataen. I 
do IH>1'1 lay the eornantone _ or a bullcl:a 
ill£ • •·• tc be eonaocrated to ta. eervlce or Al.miiht7 God, acc:ordinf• to the 
confe•ilona ot the in-n.ge 1cal Lutheran 
Chvreh in

11
_teaehing ani off1ca and 

pract1ee. 

Into the eorner•tone was placed the Hiato17. Con-atitution 

and raeabershlp lists ot tho congregation. Yeung People•• 

So-ciety and Fra'Uenverin* a photot!nph of th.- putor, eople1 

ct Church Journals and of local newapapera antl a nUl\te7 of 

coins ot varioua de.nom.nationa fros the Phlladelr,h.ia. mint 
+ 



be&l"i!>g the date. 1696~ ri.-ar the olou of th• nnlee., 
Pasto~ Pi-ederlek DoePP ot st~ Stephen'• Chvcb. ~t ~llmiagton 

(org&rtlzed 1888) exhort.~ the congregatioa not to east an7 

.that glo-rioua J.ewel of tr,i;e 0-.·&an pe-ople, ov beat la-

hePi tane& from the tathoPJ naze:17 piety &n-d. rallglon, That 

aame enniag Paetor Jfiiscllan. who twentr--tlv• ,ear• 'btlton 

had preached at the re--dedlcatltm o! ~~ French Street chureh 

b:rougbt an intcti-eati_ng and adit;rlng aeasage, 

The buil41ng •~i-atl-ona pr~e4e-d rapldl7~ ilule 

the blasting -o! rock ••• 1 · i-atari.i'ng !actor, an unuually 

·mtld win.tei- ~•de up fop it. Th4I following comprised the 

lltlllding Committee: Peter ibneP, Chaimant l.eonhari 

?tel.as, TJ-easurcP; Geoi-p l. Finck. Secretar7J Gottlob S.ictle. 

Gotthold Yaeger. Dani-el J:npf, Sr~• Theodc:re i'ueck-el, 

Ft'ledrieh Hllbiber, Iienl"J Snyder. Ja-cob Sn7de.P, Danitl liaier, 

tia.ri-1 Sto.ckle, Frank G;pad1'0hl. and Paator Iaenacla14" 

?he buil41ng 11 in the ~an-eaque style and ~•••urea titt,
W feet by e1iht,-.atx feet~ It coat $16,5f"J9 to erect~ 

FJ"OB. tbe aale or the French Street Church to Te!!ole ldaa 
"' 

tod•aeh, a J'eYrl t,h S,nagogue, t6,600 na ~nallN4. i -debt 

of $6.699 remained .• 

!t• app:rr..,ia•i value ol the ch.urch ·when 0011pletel7 

t,ii-niahed n.s t28.000.. Among 1ome ot the l&PgeP gifts in 



mone7 RN $2,600 tra the Prauenverein, tad ft»OOO fpoa 

the Young People•• Soclet7. The pulpit, the altar, the 

font, the para.~r:ts. the sacramental veaaela. thfl ot'terlng 

basins. tl1e lecturn. the pen. the carpet, the hJmll bov4a., 

the pulpit bible, the altai- aenlce book. and the artlatio 

windows were all given aa mo·aorlala OP apecial gilt,. 

On June 26. 1898, tlie day of dedlcatlon. the entlPe 

congregation met at the oli chul"Ch for a farewell •enlce 

L11d then mai-ched under ~ scorching aun through the atNeta 

ot the cit7 to the :101r editlee. Paator ~-.11, who fltt7 

,ean before had founded ·the eongnge.tlon. waa preaent at 
the een1ce ot dedleetlon. ot which Paster IMnaehmid. na 

the 11 turgi1t anct Paatop J. J. f.Uft,ndlg the ptteaeher. At 

0.JJ e·Yening unica DP., Ad:olph Spaeth spoke-J 011 Monday at 

a Young People's eathilrlng. Pastora Willia J. flnck and 

n. lte-7e.r; on Tuead•1~ at a Communlt7 :tight S.rvlefl, Putora 

F. Doerr and Cul J. llirselJ ant on ·tedneada1 on Fnuenvereh1 

Night" Pa1tor, F. i1•ehan, H. Pohle and H. Otteman,. 

F_~om. 1898 to 19()8 the cont:Ngatio.tt grew 1tcu1dll7. Ia 
I 

1908. h01tever• then •• a m.ajoP c:riaia. Debt• ca the church 

pl"Opert1 had to be 11flu1datec, the ,oung people •re joining 

other churches, tbe Suru.!a7 School 1.¼le:aberahip •• falling ctt 
&r!d growing cOt!ipeti tlon (wl th ingllah aptu1klng ehvche.1} was 

beginning to endage?' the ruture ot Zlon. Behind the o:rlad.1 



la7 a !allure to meet the na.eaa ot the YotJD.g People b-7 

holding aeni-cet la tbe languag-e whlch tke7 un4•ntoo4 

.beat ot all -- lagllah. 

ea. 

I 
ihen tlnall7 £ngl1eh n, introducea, it n.a Peco1Te4 

w1 th jo7 b7 tha ,-oungar eleunt •~ could now remain tai th.

tu to the tal th of their fathers. 2 

In Februu7. 191,, the !ev. s. G. Ton Boaae, a 

aa11ina17 atuaent. ••• oalle4 &a •••latent to Paater 
lHnacl:&ltl. He aceepte.d, entering upon hia autiel on 

June 1. 1913. and aenlng until June 1, 1921. Bia 



policy••: 

•-.ro th.row mr. energl lnto holdln6 what 
wa.a to bc_ held ot_ ~h• German element, 
letting· the £ngliah grotrt.h ot the Church 
p__ro_ -_c_.ee_ a _st_-ep __ ·_ b_:r 1tep a1 U·• i!ileds ot the 
ChuPe.h roqulrei • • 

and ao, w!1ile due consideratio...'l was aho1m to those who 

preferred Genaa.~ ln the aan1C!5-•, i11gllo.-.epeaklng 

organlaat1ona wen soon tound~n keeping with this aoun4 

principle. 

J.n English S11ncla7 School •• orgar:i1ec1 on Septeabtr 

21, 191,'5. Three yea.Pi later theN WftNt two htmffli &?4· 

tlfty ptl'pila in both Sunda7 Schools, ell• in 191, oul7 
sixt7 were en~ollei. A Gel"m&n LL~guag• School, ~•etlng 

en Saturia:,a and w1 th a. peak enrollJur!t or 1event7-tlve., 

waa organised in 191,.;, 

In 191;, tho f lrst Oli-1 Scout Troop in Jaerlca, •t117 

or th-a Valle7, • •• o~ls-aa at -Zion and the tellowln:g 

,ear a Bo7 Scout troop. 

Deairing to turther social ucl inn~r mlaaion work, 

thirty JIOUn of the church met on October '• 191,. and 

organized the Wllllng lbrken Soclet7. It 'hat p.POW4 ~taelt 

1r0rth7 of lloth 1 ta nae L"li purpoae. It pla,ei an iapoPtant 



pan in the p,n-eha.ae · o:f- the panonage in 1914 ancl 1n o&1 cel

la t1on o.t 1iu1ebte:l.~eaa in 1916. It• •&waahbte _Wort• 

•iong the atck and •~·• la eaptt0iall7 pralaewortby. 

In FehMaP1• 191.h,- the flret aoclal group tor aen. 

the LutheNa Soele·t7 o! Delawue, waa organlae.tl. Otte of 

ita ala••• t• aponaor the Zlon ••~naer, the chveh. 

bulle tia. ·· The f lrat· lsaue appeani on Easter I•7 ot 191k, 
•1th ·• plctun 0-t the ohui-eb on the first eoYeP, a{$.a 

cont•ineti sixteen page• o! reading matter ln both lantuat•• 

without aevertiaements. It waa intended •to bhul tr• · 
E~•~bera ••-• i1ore closel7 tog-ether b7 tellinc them of the 

wrk and activity ot their Church." 

At a ~•ting or the congregation held A.prll 6• 191.k,. 
the .resignation of Pastor Paul laenaclmid, to take effect 

°':t Augwrt lat, •-• rece1vec1 iuui regret!ull7 ace•ptea. Paator

!onach:dd had labored talthtull7 1n Zion tor :utNJ than fort,

three ,eara and •• compelled to retii. becauae of tailing 

eyesight. At the aem.e meetlng he 01 maie Pasto!' Eaeritua 

and a aonthl7 pension ot $SO_, grant.a him. ·Cil . .llJ.Euat 1, 

1914, Pastor van Bosee suoceede4 hi• aa pa1tor. 

\lien on May '1. 1914. the fortr•fitth An~i,-er·aar7 of 

Pa1tor Isenacbmid's orrl1n-atloa and the fii-at ot Paato:r Ton 

· Bosse'• -was cele·b .. atea, the ehurch •• deelai-ed out or d•bt. 



9L 

Early that same ~•r the congregation tought the prope:rtr 

at 1016_ Weet tlghth street tor $4800 to 'be uaaa •• a 
panonage, the tirat to be 01mea b7 Zlon Church. 

Ca April 1. 1915~ ta. ot!lelal English llturgJ ot 
the Genenl Council •• lntroiuet·d and ,lving 1916 the 

Co~•titutlon was reTlaei and tranalate4 lato iaglialt. 



CBlPfflt TitI. 

B GE8M· UPTIST CBtmCB 

In 1858 a Gel'IIIIJ.. ~-• ..,. •. to llhd:agt•• 

flllaan ll1 th hi• wite ani taail7.. Be .., J•l'eld•• 
. . 

Grimell,a nllg!ou n-fut" of Baptlat talth; trOII 

Jlarb-urg, 1a Beean C.11\&nJ eo •• ban1ahei t,oa hla 

b1rth-plaoe- because ot hi.a religion ballefa.l lf;r• 

Gvi~wll •• a &YOut Da.ptist a-.nd although he oarnecl 

h1• · llYlng u • bookbilkleJt• he spent a gre,at t!e-1 of 

hla time ae.ektng eon\rerla to the, l~ptJ.at ta1Ut .• 

Alter o~nlng a .. 11 bookblniei-7 tn h1a ·hoale· •t 
hvth an-a P1u StPeets-. !le be_gan to eontaet Genaan 

fP1en4e in the cit7. Be 1nv1te4 a n1abeP ot tha to 

· Id• ham tor • re-liglo• meeting lfhieh pN>ve4 ·• ••••► 

tul that It•• &1e·ola4 to continua 11Dkly. In a tn 
manta• ta poup bu~t"Cue4 to tae •xtent that. the Orlaell 

J:tose. ne long•r · auttice4 a • ~t~ p1..._. Kr. Joht 

Sohwara•• a brothMtt-1--lut at Jerad.a.a GP!.ar:all·•fteaa 



the ae or h1• baaeaent t•• future ••thga wh1eh ti. 

group i.aa111 acoept.a. n.1 met he·N for a :lhott patiotl 

=t11 they .,. able to rent a rooa la the atthoolltota• 

ot the Secon4 Baptist Church. ot iilabgtoa whlch na ·taen 

locate• at Plfth aaa "-lnut Stneta. In the uanti•, 
lawrenA ConP&4 neiaehaa,111• Paatv· ot the Flnt 0.!'JIU 

Chvelt ln Phllaalphla eeram.tJte4 to filmlngton te ~l'ft u 

m.tnlater tt, tba 81U11 P•P.• 

1ieetiaga .. ,. ho14 1n tao S.oon4 J!ap:tl•t crh1U'O!l boua 

1mtll tho ••~17 part ol 18" .a-Jin Ole· cong.-ptian bull t 
a •• ckuroll and reattHl the oli lJulltliap out. Thia i.tt 
the Gert11m Baptiata wttho-ut a hOIII •4 tei- a t1• ti.7 

aOYei back into the_eellar et Johll Sdmaot•• At ti. cna 
ot nine aontha. teTaa pr••• ot the-. origlnal group h&a 

btea coawrtea to tho llay,tl1t !•1th an4 th~• w·a 1-Jt1ae4 

in the new ohunh of the: Seeoni Baptist congngat10!l at 

Fourth and F~h Streeta, \1 n.vore~a n•~•-c~·nn. Te 

..... later tl-... GU.0Pa of th• gPOllp .... convert•d u4 

baptised in tls. •eiat rila:ee. 

In late lfanl 1866.- t~ ela 1-llatng ot the Soeoaa 

Bapttat ehttfth _, pt up to.i-. ale. A wealthy me?t'be·P ot , 

lt• oongNptlon, ltn Anne: Sapa YthG wu •l•~ a !r!iin4 

ot Zen.al•• (.}plamel ancl 1i1te-nate'1 la the Goaan 'PAptlat:1, 

•tf ectod the pvohaN of' th old church for thne thoual.ni 

io-11.an ot whieh ata aha 4tmate,c1 • larp alw-e. 



Shortly prlo,r to the purcha•• the C•Pa&na hai •befm 

worshiping ln the parlor or tr• Semple home. 2 

Until th.la ti• a church had not ~n ott1.elall7 

organlztd ,ho•"'-'r, on the 17th of ApPll 1866, aho•t • 

,ear a!t.r the flrat meeting, a council •• callei h7 

Pastor Flelaebmam foff thit pvpo••• L&t.r ln the 4ay 

with Pastor 7le11ehu;t:n olttolatLng, anti 1n the pNMnce 

ot n·wu•al. alniaten ana a..aeon• ot Wlhdnrton. the 

eO!igneatlon r,...4 • eonteaaion ot faith to'.r ti.. new 

chm-oh. The n-. of the new instltutlon 1IU Di• 

evarigellacha Gemelni• Gllubl& getam't•i- ChP.iatan.. 'tlw 

!ollowlag •n the ori.einal consti tueata ot the Flnt 

O.PllM· Baptist eh'Ureh, •• 1t •• la teP eallfll. 

JeNtldatt Grlmm-•11 John Scbn,-r 

Jlarganta G?immell 

:;a.r,a Auetiu.,alhl 

Jolm :Ulhlhaw;en 
Sophia V.lhlhauae.n 

!ht,Nea- II1rael 

Elisabeth Schapp 

Peter Bramuatein 

Suanna !{raur:atein 

Fl'O&::Plck Ntutze 

tl1saheth Kai MP 

KatNJrlE• Braunateln 

Shortl7 Won thla Jerelll.aa Grlamell waa ordainea 

ani l1con•tl to preach. ' Unu1 a N:glla.P alnidor eoula 



be· obtalnecl he wu •• tint pastor of• n• ehUPOh. 
!bl fl.Pat ottloel'I lrhteh WN eleote4 on tht - a., .... 
Sohn Schwag•r• aaa John ltlhlhws•n• Daac-onaJ iiwaNl 

lustemtlhl, teentaiTJ ana John Schwager,, Dani AU1t.l'lllhl. 

tend• raiser •~ laeob r.11rcll. tl'llltff,a.l 

.A!ter the doileatlea oel'01lon7. the eenuegatla aow,c1 

tato the aeheol houe ot th. ••-·once aoa aaa natei 
t1te oh.mtch. pi-optr Mt.. Thi• •·• GOM- in ore, te llptc 

the flnanel-1 'burien and got funcla tor the niecon,tlaa of 

tu chvch. '.BJ Ute nest 70v enough sour hacl b..a. -•••d 

b7 tM.1 ura»g..,nt to i--e4eoon.to th• eh•ch &ncl b7 4pttl 

1867 ·Uw eongNgatiott mowa into ta ehurcb bu.tltltif• At 

ti. ,... tla Kl•• Anne Semple lla4 th• scliool b.ouae tom 

ctowo anc1 bm.lt tw house, bt l.ta place, one o·f whloh 8U 

••t•i to the ebUNh •• • paraortap. 

In tk• fall ot 1856 the ehvcll callaf lta flrat Jld.ni1ter, 

the leY•ren4 r .. •·• Ba••• Paator lawP took OTeP Jal• 4ut1•• 
1n lat& ·J.8$6 at;,4 1:taJH 1d th tile ehunb w,tll lme 1868. 
Dm-blg hla ainl•t17 a n.•'-• o! P')Opla wen IJ&pt1ft4 aa4 

tu.a luto ·t» ooragNJ·gatlon. bolreft•• U. chweh atcl net 



g~ u lt lhoulcl haw tor, •• a rasult ot the indiaeN.et 

beharlor of tbe pastor. the ta1tb ot the m.eabllnwa• nae
what undel"!L\lncc. 

The ••OOM hltor J •. C. Da.Nlhulm aa called in 

Septaher 2,,. 1866. tltring ·tnia tba the ohvn un1te4 

wlth the .!fo•th Jaerlcaa Ccnt•rence of 0.IIIU Bayt1at• aa · 
the Phllaalphla Baptlat .Aaaoelat1on. Unlike th• lut 

miniater. Pa•tor PJt•lhuhn ·was estremel7 popular· aeoorilttt 

to tu clurch record•• In f•WU&l'J 1862, the 1aatoP left 

the ahureh to MOOD •ilto• ot the Nllglou peri.oaloal 

ot the Geraan Paptlata or the N'orih Aariun _Conl•renee, 

Der Sent1bot.. 

Daring tha neat ,ear fi-oa le'brua17 1862 to 186,. tba· 

eburch 1IU 111 tlu,·ut a mi.ni1.ter and 4vlng th11 per1o4 

l\Potller EMN! Auat.mlhl baceu acting paatott. Qn febra&PJ 

21., 18f,,. tu :rt.v-enn4 L · Tl'18fp a1:urweNtd tlle Gel9iln Baptlt1:ts 

eall tor a paator-. In the ~•• bebteeB paatora "*'· thirt,
ti._. new eo.nivert-• •re brought into the oODgrep:\ion -4 

one ot tbo tl••t act• ot Pae:toi- Trumpp na to baptl• th••• 
Up until ~t t1a lt •• tae larpat gnap ·ever •1ti.a 
at one time 1n itlalnctcll,. Dllrhtg h1a atn1at17,, Pa•·tor 

T,..,, 0Pg&n1•4 & 'tP&et 808UQ' &nii 1llll&ll'OG8 t1tact• -ft 
pnparea bf U. -•" anl iiatriout.a aong th• Genaatl9 

of iilhdngtots.. In the aut- ot 1866, the eongrega.tlon tor 



the fii-et ti.me hac the honor or t:r:tertain1ng t~£ Ciirman 

Conference of ~,~o~th American fttptlst.t. Peator_ ?rm.pp 

1ta,ed in Ytll:ainr,ton until llay 1867. After bia deparllll'e 

the elmPch again fou.11d 1 taelt td th.out a pa•tor, thl1 tlu 

hmNnr, 1 t wu ror a period o! nine months• ieYeren4 

Rudolph Piepgraas vu ~1n1ste.r tJOa febr~r, lBtB witll 

Janua17 18£9. Slx &cntha after th• aepa7tvre of ~nncl 

Plepgra••· ~Verena J~ _lellmauu fille-d the T&JJ&l\07 ia 
.&11gu1t 1869 and l'8lMl1nea in illmi~ton ti.,. 1•u•. n• 
itinlstJt; report• the •UPch hiatoey •• a speolal_ ti• of 

spiritual and physlca~ gi-o,rth. 

Fttoa the tall ot 167.b to 1875 the ehtro~ na wlthout 

• ainlater and Broth~:• luat.rm.llhl or~ so~: :~-e-.. t.he 

· l••r ot tho cong"Peption. ln ?!o'Niiber 1815 M. lllttlln 

be-cau pactoP. Orr-e or hi• ti:r•t acts wa1 to l-:;aptlze • 

nmit•i- ot people trho had _been oonYerted in the abane-e ot 

an ordair..ed mlniat.r. At this tlu the CO!l£l9agat1on n•lered 

over r1tt7. In ltlOO. the church had a period of rev! ••l1atlo 

maetinga which undoubt~dl7 accounted tor the e·etabll•DIMct 

of a Jlsalon Zunda7 1ebool ln ao-uth l'ilmlngtcn. The mlaalon 

•• 1upport~d b7 th• chUN:h foi- a :cumber ot yeai-a artenau-e. 
In 1881 the 8-YOl'(Hli B!fDJ.a roaignecl. lt. na rou...a 
1>7 B. W. Gell. l'P.., Goll •• at111: atbncllng, the O.:naatl 

se!dri.u,7 at r.oel:t.1:a:t-er, New toitk. howeYet-, tt ·•• &rNn.gec! 



that he ehoul4 preach in l'ilalnrtM 4wtag t!II •--r •• 

4mring tlm· winter anothe• U.Ologleal atmlent, o. I. 

Gunther wcrelcl aene u paetor. In S.ptea'be-P 1882 ReTeren4 

Gill •• oriainea aa4 ffPYa4 tu e1l1&Plll etll bgUt 1800. 
the longeat m1n11U7 ot any paato• 1n tla hiahf11 et tu 
chui-ch at that t1•. fteYerena, Gun\htiP no llu ainoe 1-ft 

orialned took owr the paetorate ua ·i. ,...b.-4 1mtll 

189h. Bl• aintat17 wu quite eucceaaful• twt.nt,-.tpt · 

member• •re •••• to ta. eoagftgatlon mul anothaJr 11aa1oa 

Stm'1a7 achool •• openecl aoPH1 the il•·v•nth i'treet britlc•• 

In 1889 taulta lltlN· notlo•4. ie the feun4aticm ot the 

-obweh atnotve tih1eh •• at the time one- h.ani amt 

t1ftee )'Gan ola. A ••tiug n• eau.a of the eongHgation 

uia 1t •• deo1W to builcl an•-• o!lvreh rather then npalP 

th6 pn11-nt oullilng. 1 oo,ml ttee ••· appoint.• to- Rl• 

. aone7 ani a lrelilng turul ••• 1tarh4. 1. B. llaU.-.a• 
the t.41 oha1ra.an1 ooati-1htte4 tht tlnt doll•.r• !7 1890 
S12SS •• contrlbatea. 'fh• tlnal tau ot bu114leg t!aa 
ehvola tell to aaoU.r,, uwewr. u Pastor t.bmtheJt left 

1'1halngtoa in 1894- Bl• ncceaao• wu 1. P. Jf11m. 

In la7 1896 ti. ooag,egatloa.iunr a•terlag oae ·1nmaea 

aaa flff• pa1•4 a retol11t1.cm to built1 • ..--sto,,- ollwoh. 

A_\u1141ng comlttee •• appolnt.4 eioh coasiatea ot the 



pa.atop and .. ,,.. ot the eongNptlon.. They were: 1. PenMtt. 

A. J:•n• J. H. ~uhlhaueen, H.. Unk •. t. Walt-eP, t. ta.iftP and 

R. l.udwlg. Plana fop the sew church •" 1,1ta1 ttea t·o 

eontractor1 ant tu coat ot the cullcllng •• eathaat•• at 

tl.2,000. Slnee there •-• onl7 t'18lt ln the bull.aiAg tuna 
it•• ceelc1e4 to tear tlown the ola churoll aaa \u114 an•• 

one in 1 ta place and thus ••.,.. Ute expenu of pUNbaaing 

r:,ew propert1. On the fouPte•nth of hm• 1896. the laat 

•nie• •• hold ht the ola eh1reh, •1th Paator liha, the 

RevoPend I.. la-rks or th• »GlloT•P PN1b,terl&n Ch11Pch.a4 

ot-hera of'tictatlng at tb• clo~lng ee~&tl••• lhile the 

new chvch •• h.!ng built. tt• coagre6-at1oa hale 1ta 
Mn-iees in the Calv1u•r kptlat Church. 

The corner atone or th. n•• church ~•• lalc.1 on 

. August 16. 1696 b7 U. pastor, A. P. Mihm. It tble service 

• t-.porar, floor had' to be ltd.4 tn the untia1ftfld church 

.. anc! ehaira bro11ght ln for the eong-re:gatlon. ·'f:ba BeveNnd 

Cleorge lnoblooh an4 Pr-ote:aaor toula EalaeP et th• C.·P&an 

·Th.i\ological &mlr•r1 at Rocheater, New York matle apeechll: 

ta Genta.rt ancl tba Reverent! F:. G-. Y•Jtrill apoke in ingllu. 

The t'te41catloa 1enice• 
1

W81'8 helc1 on Jeua17 176 18'97 

in the 20• ehveh. The·- Ra..-ennd J. c. Griilll6ll. tea_ ot 
the toundett .JePallaa O~i•~•ll. offloltted at'· the c•Pe11en1••• 

aad preaehtHl the 4e-atoat1on 1ermon In Oenaan. .:~ tile after-

noon a Sunda7 •ohool rally na holi Id. th tavla lal•••• 



J. A. ~h'Qlts LlW).Q ReYerena ,. nriglg• taking· part._ ·The 
. . ., 

eunl•• •r• eorittnuea Wltll W.bada7 Dn the J&•tor,• 

A. P. Mihm 4eli •n• an ........ 
During the 19u the· chwoh wu 'being eocetruot•a, ner 

$6000 •• aaa.a to the b-ulldlng tuml. Thia aonar. partl7 

contri b\ltetl b7 the congNpt1on, .... la tbe- moat part .• 

aol1cite«1 ti-ora other chvchee and lntereat.4 eltlaena ot 

illa1ngton. To finance the balance of the coat, a $,X,O 

moPtg&ge •• taken. 

In AQgU•t 16?) Paator Jill& resigned. The· next pastor 

•• ieTOrend Xarl Bot'.b. hO\ltJ"t'tu•·, be onl7 ata,ed in Ill.ming-ton 

tor fou:rtoea month• •• he had a call to b&ooae a mlealonUJ 

eaon, the Oermana 1a Bnall. -
P..- c .• Ba<um a\\Ceee&a Karl Both •·• pastor. Tb.rough 

·PastoP _P.aus'• 1.bl• lea'1ersh1p. atepa nN taken to Ntlre 
the aebt on the church. Dm-1.ng .s.pte1tber 1502 at the 

eenferenoe of GePl!lln !apti •·t Chu.re.bee which •• being hel.4 

at the 0.l'llui Papt1at Chvch in 1.ilalngton, the sortgage 

•• otticlall7 bvn,t. 

In 1906 the. fiftieth ann1veraa17 ot tb.e dn••h ••• 

celebra.tea. The m:dbeNhlp at 1:hla tia ••• app".:<im4tel7 

OM huaae.a Mn ana WOilen. l)gping . the eziatance of tlJa. 

churell, three hundn4 and thirty-one peopl& nN- eorm•etecl 



101. 

.-Ith ltJ ot thl• nua.t.l' two h11HN4 a.a• twnt,-ne •• 
eonTerta amt reeetwt! b71-ptl-. 

Art•• 191li the •chvo-h ••ue• to £N1f tor llk• U.. 
tuthlt-raa Chlrch tile 0.Paan P.aptlat CJJt;:rcll ha4 lt• iittlcultio• 

w1 th l•a~. The 1f)\lng peopl•• no lo~ abl• to un4-1"

etand ~l'm'JUl •~ to atteml £.Dcl1&h speaking an1ee• ln 

other 1:1,•tl tutiona and the ao·~ptloa ~ to- .a.e,na 
1n tha a.bae:tft ot new bloo4. 

It •• not vnttl 19,0, heweYer. • that Galllltl •••• 

to be the bmpago or tho O..raan !Aptl.t ChuPeh. I:1 19A7 
tbo ohweh 11.ov.,a to Ela.re, r.1.nue •14 it l• DGIJ kft811ft 

•• the 11nt t.pt1at Chvoh. of tl1Ure. 



CBlPTEl II 

- 1• eai-17 ,a:1 tae · 1850•• the :Geaan cuaanitJ of 

11lm1ngton. wu lap •ncmch to a.t~et the attentloa ot 
ti. hlerarch7 of the e&tholic Church. In 18671 the 

Blthop of Phildelphla nnt a prl••t• father st,u1.-l 

recentl1 tram Geraan7. to proYlcle church facllttle1 tor 
Ceman Catholics, man7 of ••• at that tima. 1rare 

lltlng 1n 11'.lmlngton •.. l !teY. !eillf then head q! Wlha1ngton•1 

St .• Jruy•s College ottered them ti. ue of the- college 

Chapel until auoh ti• aa a elnwoh could t,e_ conatnote4. 

Thia uanngeaent wu 1hoy,tl1ua tor a yoar late, FA_ta.P 

-ste~l na tnuaferrecl aml U.- Gelll&n catholic• 111n 

._in. without 1enieea la th&lz- l.anguge. .llthovgh the 

nllllbff ot Oeftlla Catholloa inenaae4 eonaiienbl7 4vlllg 

the next te.• Jeff•• it •• not until lFJ/,. !1.tteea. -JeV• 

1&·.t.1-. after the diocese of lllaiagton llai 'been •••tea.. 
-tllat E.laingtoa '• first 'blahop, the- Bev. reeker. who waa 

o~ Ge11l81l ieacent hbtaelt • hrr1 tea. the ieT,. Wanclellae s. 
,t&ye, t.o collect the acatten-4 a.- Catholic• an& gi'Ye 

l Scb&Pf, II, Tl!/. 



thell a alnlon at st.~•• Chvch.2 F•ther _Ylenct.lln• 

k,er, Oi-der ot st. Bene-41ot_ •• parttcularl7 gual.ltie4 

tw the Jo'b einoe he hacl neentl7 &rriw4 troa the 

·11tne<lietlne b!tutaat.17 at V.tea. Genan1., at ti. Jlothlu• 

Bove of the Bentullctln• ONler 1n •Pica, st. Vincent•• 

Abbey 1n Penn•7lT&.nla. ·when he was in~lt.4 to c<111e to 

\tllmlngton 'b7 Blahop a.mr. The· •i•alon ••: 1ul te aucc••► 

ful ancl FatherXa,er •••t once that taen •• a peat 
t1eld tor a German Cathollc Church in illaington. iot 

long after. pel'DUlent tac1llt1•• weN pre'Y14N. to• -.n 

Father Jl&Jer. and the Ge111&n1 ot hie tat th eatabllahe4 a

ehv.eh to make 1 t pHai'ble tu Ger.mans who W o-. ~to 

\tllal.ngton and •re ot that tai th to worth! p ta aeoof.lanee 

1d. th 11h•t bd been their natoa in U. bolrelanl. 

U ttle time •• ••t.4. In 1vgt11t ot 1874,, a tw 
110ntha attei- the an!Yal .r ratW lla,-r, • lot. 2'6 b7 

,,_, .•.. ffft, •• puNhaa4 t,ua father lwill7 tor &l&.600 
(1-.n fc,500 •1• ra.ther a.1117 aonatea) u .ti. alte ot 

• 



\fork •• 'begm 1aaaa1at.l7,. TJ» •1 .i· .poua4 

\reaking wu oa.e newr to k to.rptta bJ a.man nt1'1enb 

ot the c1 t7, ie•lare• u ol4 Wate• clipping ba tlta 

11la1ngtoa Stai 
-... of aftalrf, aechanloa, labebtg .. , 
all Jolnea: wlu Dick.a an& ahoTGla en4 
•-t&:rt•d tile totma&-tio-a of aat wu •••ntuall7 1: \L °:t # Jhli~n;t.-S!Jtiche1t chwdaa 

Although. tat co·rMtntone wu lalcl •• earl1 •• 

!Qgut 16. 1874, at oe,NmOnle• in -.tell the J!lahop t.obn.• 

prea14e4,- lt •• not until the next yeu that oonetraet1ea 

w pPGgNIMcl to the point." the lAdldlng -· •. om-plete
enoup to houae th• aot1Yit1•• of the eoagngation. lt 

thla ti.• onl7 tt. \a1n11nt •• camplete eno-,agll to holcl 

!•"~•• ln. Aa plan• •re u4e tor the eclit1c• clv111g 

tb.il: a.pea,aloa •hieh tollne4 tae pule et 187,. Jatbe• 

lf&,att n4 Ma oongngatlon -.n at tiaa leTerel7 ottle1•4 

pvtleularl7 1iaee ~ ohvch •'.• to eeat '60,000 aa4 to. 



be built ln a comfi•l4 at thatl 

Since the u.jorl tr ot the aa'bera •re not onl7 

&rvoted Catholic• ·wt aho akllled onrtaaen, 'builiug 

105. 

.,. able to proaeca deapl te the· depi-esalon.. S.eNi Heart 

1• unique in t'hl·• respect tor lt waa built alaoat ,entirel.r 

b7 the aaabers of the pariah who worked afte, hov•, 

S.t'UN1&71, ana. hol1up. man7 e-Yen giving time tPOa thelr 

ngul&P Johe to eNct 1 t. Nor weN the aacr1tlce• all 

on the par.t o.t tu congNptlon foi- Father layer tP&Tellci 

ext6aaivel7 up and doa th.. Atlantic coaat giTlng laetve1 

to raiae ao:n.07 tor lurabeP ant auppllea •o lMleessar1 to 

keep the coru1tt'\tetion aoving al~ .. g. Dtu-lng th.la time 

-aeni.cea •re temporaril7 hali. in st. l!11J7' • ani later 

on la a tonai- Pl'ot~atant ChU!'Ch building whioli ti. 

eongreptioa natea .. 

!be baaeunt ot· tl.e, unrtnlaho-cl ehvch hel4 the 

actin tiaa ot the pan.ah troa August 18"/5 until Septea'ber 

100, whea the oh\lNh wu a.dloatei ·by tho Biahop at 
Wihd.ngton,. The aeffl.0.:1 •re preoeaea b7 • large- pa,,ade 

of Catholic aoe1etlea atteP wldoh the J31ahop- eelebnte4 

Poat1tlclal Blgh ks-a 1n the ne-• eiiltin. The Very ·a.v. 
fatlleP Geraci. preachec 1n Gantan tollow4 b7 a talk D1 the 

Bishop, tlrat in Genaan and t!Mtn in £ngl.1& Vesper 

••nice• were heli 1n the •••n1ng. 



lronleallj' enough. thtJ ttan 11ho •• moat reaponatl>l.e 

to:r the new chwch •• not proae.nt, toP oa •~t 2"t, 1881. 

Father ja,e, _had dle4 at Cape· 1•7• Ne• Jeraey. m.a cleath 

c-.. aa the Nhlt ot inJ•i•• N.eelYei WNUl lil• horae ani 

11Qeg7 ran na7.6 Af·te• the ••th or F•the• J!Q'e•, a.v. 

,. Corbinlaa Gu1tblhl bee ... paatoP en Septea'be.P 10, 1001. 
Th6 re1pon1lbllltle1 we.,e b.a17• tor althaugh the ea.llNJh 

waa begun ln 187k. lt 11u b7 no 1168118 4ompletei. !ia tower 

•• stlll \1n!1nl1hful and the plaat.rlng cul a.con.ting 

ot ti. inte-rior still ,emalne4 to " iODe,. Jfoa.7 •• •till 

nane ui lntere1t paJmant1 baa to be aet -on th• $1,0,,000 

noripge.. ff» ••• paa:ter•a akill •• equal to that ot his 

prohcesaop, howeTeP., u4 mlag hl• ••ven J'll•••- 1• lllalngton 

the coapletloa of the churel pPOgnaa.4 ateaclll7-. V..7 

ralae4 07 ••• ot a talr.11&• uaea to pa.,- th• $6,000 bill 

tor the plait.Ping ani inter1oi- tlecOPationa ln.cluiq 

twent,-eight stain.eel gl.a1s lfiado•••- Contrlb•tlon• iw-.lnc 



th.1• t1me were ntaerou•* the high uP\lo alt••• ooating 

$.1500 •• • .gltt of Jo•ph ilatag.. ana lla,aami a:a4 lferbert 

Lang. h11 nepbe•••·- Tbt late ·r. i. -Drexel et 1h1~4•lphia 

gave one 11a. al tu an4 Jolm ana iT& · Ptleha of' llhdngton. 

the other. Othel' &tldl tl ona were JlUI- 1ne11lilng tlie , 

BP&DclJwlne granite atone step, leacll.ng to the chUHh 4001-

at • co•t of fl!CO. the chandelleP at $500. tme 1-lla 
fop the ateeple worth. Sl,00 antl welghtng 2700, 1200 antl 

750 pmmd-1 re1pec·t!Tel7. Soon after the eOllplettoa ot 
tbe pariah hoUN, a parochial school n1 or,gulu4 ana 
cl.&aasa Mt thllN. The gPOWth of the ch,reh a,• tu! te 

l'&p14 a.vi., thl• tlne. ho118ft·P, and the achool 800ft -out-

gNW the paz.iah home. .ITlclence atteetiac tbla ta.et 1• 

boftl out b7 the record• whloh lhow the JtlabeP ot taa111e• 

'bctlonglng to the chvoh a.a tort, ln 1001, bt lBOO lt W 

lncnuea to -OTeP one hun«Na.. The aehool thelt a..-aa 1nto 

U. bue:unt or the chwchbut the attendance lncreaaea ao 
N.pltll.7 that plan• haito be toP&1U.Ate4 for the e,eet1ag of 
• separate achool bulldint•- In October 100, the paatop 

openecl an academ.7for bo,s to be eclueate4 for tiit pr1eat-

hoo4 •• •11 •• to:r bullu••• wb.ioh •• glYen the •- of 

st,. P..edea. ••• Father lfelltu. o.s.:s •• and a.v. rather 

Domini• Block, o.s.B •• both •~-nent e-4ucatora tt'Ga st♦. 

V1no.nt•1 in Weataorei.na Cotmt7,. Pe:n1117lftn1a took charge and 

the school•·•• tor a,tlme:. all .atte11--clea b7 some of the 



108. 

be1t kn01m un 1n WJ.laln.gton,.. T.be 1ehool, althoup 

ft;J7 RGoentul ln atta1ulanoe, ••, ahor\lt Yod. It 

-even.ta.117 Juul to be 4laeon tin•• because or the hea17 

expu,... In a report to hi• aupePl.011. ln 188&, the putor 

aenticn•c!.th&t 

•tat continua.ti.on ot st. Be~e• Bl§.h 
School tol',IkJ71 1-• nat t;r.ig-ht-. • _· · ,~
people an ·too poo .. to 1upport it •. · · 

1:lit long after that in 1866 the- achool waa ottlel&ll7 

c!!sconthrttea.. Attei- HTen yean of hari but pi-o4uctl•• 

labor, Fathei- P. Corblnlan Bua,tablhl •• tran•ftPrecl &.t"l4 

hia place •• tilled i7 Rtr,·. Father Ambrose ana bro para 

later b7 .Rev., FatheP S7lveater. hti.P SylT•atep •• 

paato-r fl'fM 1890 to 1894 ua fro. all eTidence ot Ma 

ata7 he •• a ffl7 popular a4dlt1oa to lll~ngt.oa •• well 

aa to the Cel"a&h eommun1 t7. Llk• ~o•t Germana ha wu a 

c~•t loTeP or maalo but aoM- the that, an ae-coapllahafl 

mulcian luaaelt. He ptkencl about lda thlrtJ' •11..tDOllll. 

leul m:ulclan• an4 to-.4 11.hlagtom•a f1Pat aa4 only 

0.ftAR orch.eatM. He tlr-ectei the o.kvch choir•• •ll• 
and una,hl• sup.niaio~: it -attaine4 a high 4epee of 

trk&llene•-• Through )lls eftort1 •- fiae erean waa built 

into the church: and, • !'t.m4 or owr '6-000 -.. oolleetea 

to:r tb:e pPOpOncl •• aeheol to be looated at Te.nth UC 

l'!onroe atreet•-• Suece•d1ng him ln 189.h •• irtv-. rather 

6 ixcorpt troa a letter bi the tile• et the Sac,_a Heart 
Chvoh. 



Bogo Patt, o.s.s. whoa long amt 1ueee•,all1l a<i&inlatratioa 

t!aal17 •• the compl•tion et the .eh1treh .. 

BJ 1898 th• ir1 Ye tor tun41 to b,d 14 the _ p&N)Ohlal 

acho·ol •• enuc1 anct on .lprll , of the eame ,ear ti. 

COl'llGP ,toae -. laii bf 81ahop Jol,a J1! Konagh&n. Tli1J 

••nt .... oelebntt4 bJ a procs••1oa l•A4 b7 a HU. trom. 
Ute ehuPcll te tllt n ... •c~ol ai te. 0a S.ptube.r u .• 1&96 

the eohool ••· deaicat..cl b7 Fatlwl, Hugo. ilpt year1 later 
the Co.nT•nt ot ta. S11ter1 ot St. Bena-fliot,.. enote.i 

an4 daalcate4 ln l~ Daring thl• tiae the tower ot the 

e~m-ch na tin1aae4 at a eo•t ot $12i000» a metal "iling 

••· inatallt4 la tho -•·•41tor1a aa4 palntlnga •·" prcba1•cl 
ttJ.r tho aanctur-y. Church wlndon_ nn offl,ea whlch 

•n paint.i l:7 OM of tlle: beat knowa art tlrraa ia I1m•bruck'" 

Tytol., 91dtaerlana, asut· lnatalled at a coat ot '6.,000. 

ft.tiler Buco··•• :one ot the 1-at known s.·nui AltaP1-can1. 

ii. waa loYed ani re•pe~te• b7 C&tM>llc anfl Proteatant alike • 

.& eoa-.·~•ntlou p.Pieat, b. aa alao • llbo•al ln hl1 Yl ... 

ooneen.lng gea.,-1 cH>1tduot·- in ,publ1o atta1ra. Du.r111g ta. 
loe-1 ~pUoa :cont.at 1a 1910, be-. a atl'Ong aad ••tspoken 

oppo~nt of proldbltion.. Bl• public q,bat.1 with• ~ 

eolle:q111 of hi• n.J.u.a 1114eapeacl c--.11t tmugkoat 



lfllaingtou.7 In 1911 during hia a·Wn11tPatlon• •• pastor, 

th4 clebt on thtt ehvch .. tlnall.J retired ani a peat 

celebration •• heli .ecmMnt11ig the Nvent.•nth ann1v•N&P7 

of Father lhlgo'• paetorat• and ·tiw bvning or· ti.. 110crt£age. 

lea th• clou of the- oantW7 a aeaoPial to the foun4oit 

ana tirat pa.etor Father ••u~ ., ....... Ct»lstruotei 

ln the baNMnt ot U.. ohvoh tmcler ti. tO'ft:r la ·taa· tora 
ot • ••ult an4 a obapel.8 Bl•· bod7:wu ,........_ tNtt. tbl 

ttenedietine C...tel')' in M-e•rk, !f•• Jer1.e7 ant1 •• plaoe4 

1n tllt n.ldt.. '.t'!la. ae-ooa inte~nt •• a pabl1o affair 

an4 all the Catholle So-e1eti••• in the ol t7 toot p&rt ln 

waat 1• auppoaea to be. the g,eateat funeNU prooe1ala 

•••• held in ilf.laln.gton. Burled lflth Father W.n4elln )!ayer 

are acer.a of crutohea ant?. bl"Mea 4onatei bf er1pplei persona 





with Pcl1gloua nrvlCfla but eneial as •11. It •• the 

acene of aac7 of the tt11Urou1 soelal !u114tlona of the 

GeN&n Amtlr1ean Community in itlalngton a.na •• the hcae 

or ho ot a lon*: ll•t ct Genum Soci•tle1 which tlonrl1hed 

betoN the first l'orli •• the tint ot theee •• the 

st., 'f»Mcllktu tmtentuetavnp Veri.en, touucle4 la 18'/S, 

a beneficial aooiot, •1th a me11barahtp ot one hmiar.4 

and blent7-aensn at one thne., The k~oni! the Fathe1- W. 

M. ?ta,ar Coum~ll ±10. 256 ot the Cathollo Benevole~-t L•ague 

touml-4 1n 1889 which at 1 ts peak ln 1908 had tort7-aeYe12 
~ibei-a. Arter the tli-at lb-rl4 Wat- ·the Genaan •~et.riatica 

graduall7 <li aappeanc! L~d t...nt1 1&•r• a.go th~Nt we·:re. few 

it an7 tnc•• left u the Oenw1 language was boppe4 tPC& 

the een1cea. 
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