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FORETORD

Ta the century tefore the Pirst Torld Var, there
tock place one of the greatest migrations the world has
cvor sxporieaced, First the Irish and the Scoteh, next
the Cermans, end flsally the Itallass and Slevic psoples
sourkt {n Aserios a new and more tountiful homeland,
That they were lsrgely evecessful cerncot o dented,
skzerics was tountifol tut mo less oo wes the lmxizrant,
#1th his eoming, the Urited Stalos prew with a raplldity
scldom, 1f ever, egualled by ary other nation in the
axnals of history. ot only 2id ths =meapower which
these fumigrents provided wneble us to subéuwe the grest
wilderncas wost of the Alleghenles, tut by thelr
rerseverance, thrift, irpesuity, snd patience, sloang
with thelr eultursl contributions, they played an
interral role in msking Amcrica the restest nation of
the twecztieth century,
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{: i w.a-;g{ I
THE SoRAY VIGRATION 70 THE WITLD STATES

of the nations of the world which have coatributed to
the porulation of the Tmited Itates in the nineteenth
century, rone has provided a rreater mumber of Iumisrants
than ”‘»ma*y. From 1520 to 1929, £,C01,0% Jermans ceme to
the shores of Amerlca to make thelr homes in the United
States,t |

From the first plodding peasente who settled on the
frontier to the later artisan whe nade hia home in the
cities, the Zerman brourht with him the plairn, homely
virtueg of perseverance, patience, thrift, and respect for
suthority which lent 8 conservalive stablilising force zueh

r¢eled 1o a growine Aserlea.

Drawn by chesp lands, and later by the Homestead icts,
the German tecame ar important factor in settling the
viseissippl Valley ard the lands teyond. The welletrained
Tersman trsdesnan, a product of the thorouch muild system of
the old world, provided an lmportant and valuable labor
surply for America's z'shulg expanding industries, In
contrast to the unskilled, landw-shunring Irisheman, the homee
ving, urexeilatle, ard sometines philesophical German, who
by thrift and industry scquired 2 home and tueiness ia the

new world, sdded a new flavor to Amcrican 1ife.

1 Altert P, Faust, The f”emﬁa slement In the United States,
(*ow York, 1905) 1, ¥ ' SRR
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"The Gernan was esentially conservaiive, a

tard worker, a careful lnvestor and anyihing but

a8 spcculator, he took Zewer charces in the Tottery

of {Efe then his enterprieing SeoteheIpish aud

Yankee neirhtor. Ye has_drawn fewer tlg priszes,

tut also fewer blarks.® 2

Nefore the Revolutionary Var it bas been estimeted
that some 225,000 Cermens had come to the colonies. These
neople wers to te foumd mainly on the frontler extending
froz the Yohewk Valley to Seorgis, They seitled two nmajor
reoyraphic areas, the Plednont Platesu, lying tetween and
at the base and sast of the Appalechian rances from Tew
York to Seorgls, sné the Great Valley lying tetween the
Plue Rdge and Allegheny Yountains, teginning in Pennsylvania
and extending across Varyland end southwest through virgiaia,§
They and the ScotcheIrish were the two most important
contributors to the population inereases during the eighteenth
ceatuiry.

larrely consisting of discontented elements, the Germans
who came 0 Americs were dissetisfied with their howeland
on politieal, relizious, and economis grounds., Palatines,
ruined by French invesions of the Zhenlish Palaetinate; seots,
such as the ¥Yennonites, loravian Prothers, and Dunkards,

€ rarcus L. Fansen, The Atlantic ¥igration, (Cambridge, 1940)

C2C.

5 ‘?aﬁgt, OPe ﬂitt, 1’ f-:?}v
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who were not accorded freedom of worship iq.sermaayz and

' E~“?ietists, whose relation to the lLutherans waz similar to
- that of the Puritans to the Church of ingland., Xany of

them were aided by the inglish government to come to
Zngland,where they embarked for Auerica and were glven
grants of land. Tumerous others came over directly from
Germeny a8 redemptioners given free passage by ship owners
who reimbursed themselves by selling the laber of thelr
passeagsrs.ﬁrafstigulatea nweber of years. The great
najority of this group entered the colonies at Philadelphia
where they spraa& cut fanwise along the coast snd into the
back copntry. They brought their own lanpuspe and eulture,
establiphed newspapers and a fine aﬂsieal'tpnéitian* In
Fennsylvania, they took up the best land and became the
most prospercus agriculturists in torth merica

In sddition o thosec mentloned above, there came near
the end of the century snother group wnder sopewbat different
circumstances. They were the lmpressed Cerman soldiers
whose rulers had sold them to the Pritish to supplement the
redecats in the Hevolutiorary War, and who are referred to
as the “Hessians,” Of the 29,875 German troops used In
keerica, 12,562 felled to return. Aibont helf of these were

5 servel i lorisen aa? Fenry S. Coumeger, The Crowth of
the imerican Republic, (Yew York, 1242), I, 9%




ea@@rf&t&es and the remeinder stayed st the war's ¢nd and
settled in the new world.® Thus it can be seen that the
eichteenth century emizration was largely confined to those
Cerman sectarians whose religion and temperments nullified
ther ag zilitary assets, Outside of the few soldiers whose
nreserce was more an act of fate then policy, emigration

was quite limited., The widespread sdherence to the
mercantilistic theory ty the rulers of Zurope, among whom
were the Jerman princelings and dukes, was chiefly responsille
for this situetion., Widespread emigration violated one of
the prineiple tenets of the theory, for mercantilists svery-
where belleved that the most thickly populated states are
potentislly the richest, It was not until the nineteenth
century that emipratien as & universal right came to the

Fa ¥ N
LeMeAns .,

Light in the e¢arly yoars, enigration pathered momentum
ag the century progressed untll it spproached titanie pro-
portione, Shiploads of immigrants from the Cerman states
arrived at all the leading ports of the United States.

Yany Cermens moved inland to the ¥issiseirpl and points west,
tut as tiasApgsse&, thousandés remained in the cities and
tomns of the mid-atlantic states.® By 1832 Cermen immigration

5 Faust, op. cit., 366
€ ol Wittke, W ¥ho Pullt America, (few York, 1939), 167




into the United Siates exceeded ten thousend a year, by
183, 17,000,and from 1845 to the Civil Ter o totsl of
1,250,000,

Althourh mueh has becn made of the political factor
in explaining the causes for the Germen emipgration,
rarticularly of the refugees of the ill-fated revolutiom
of 1818, the primary canse was econosic.! Inereased
industrielization, surplus agricultural populstion, and
2 scries of disastrous crop failures were the outstending
causes; next In importance was the desire to escape from
the incessant wars and compulsory military service.

The politieal situatlon in the opening resrs of the
century, however, wes such thet it zave zo indication of
the great wave that was shortly to follow. The Freach
Revoluticn, the Allen and Sedition iets, the Zapolsenie
Yars and thelr imerican cownterpart, the Yar of 1012, all
created & situetion which immediately, at lesst, wae
uwnlavoreble to any sigable migration of peoples from
Europe. o

If the immediete sffect of the Jepoleonic wars was

7 See Faust
m‘gg 1 i‘ii ¥ ‘
&tlantic i?rst

3’.&;., ‘ “ At T




to hinder the emigration to the new world, in the leng
ruz it sowed the seeds for much of the dissatiafaction
which gave impetus to the great waves to follow,

The Cermans suffered much from the Japoleocnie wars,
particularly in southern Gernany, snd when the reactionary
roverrments asswned firm control in Zurope, considerable
dissatisfection aroge axonp the people of the German
stetes, The tyrannicel persecution of the student soeleties
and the suppression of the Turner movement broucht meny to
the land of politieal liberty.S

The bad winter of 1G1€ destroyed meny of the crops
in Cermeny and this coupled with the political situation
brought more than 8,000 Cermens to imerica. Almost helf
of this number came to ew York or Philadelphie where they
were easily absorbed since meny of the eastern fermers were
enxious to s¢ll thelr farms to seek new lands in the weaf.,g
Trom 1018 to 1328 Cerman irmigration to the Ihited States
dropped considerably once zmore numbering less than 1,000
rer year a8 ile depression In Americe made possibilities
glicht, The scarcity of jobs in Imeries for even ithe naiives,
and the poverty of the Jermans, made the imslgrant quite
8 See Faust, I, Chap. X; Wittke, 190,

? Yansen, op. cit., 0.
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unpopuler. German emigretion did not stop however, for
many settled in other parte of surope, Russis and Foland
~etting the’majority. It was not until the decsde of
1531=-10 that immigrstion to the United States increased
once more. ibig time the Uiited States, emerging from

the depression of the twenties, was going through 8 perioed
of expansion and prosperity ummatched in its short history.
This chanpe In conditions was soon made known in Germany.
The prosise of light tazes, the urgent need for lsborers,
and the opportunity to aequire lznd, all atirscted the
impoverished and restricted peasant ard artisen,for in
Germary the situstion wes worse than ever; recurring crop
failures, counled with the older probleme of overproduction
and overpopulation of the farming dietricte plagued the
farmer, while the artisan and small hand industries were
falling prey to the efflciency of the new factory system

that wee taving hnlé.1§

Thousends of ertisang snd erafismen
found themselves withoul jobs locause of mass produetion and
1 Ae & result, the

noversnt across the itlantie resumed once more and the year

the deadly coupetition it offered.

18032 sew over 16,000 lmmiprants entering the Unlted States.

0
1 sreyelomedia of Sociel Seiences, X, 132-)33.

1 Faust, op. cit., &G,




Increasing yearly, the iznigration for the decade totaled
152,000.

letters from the earlier immipgrants end newspsper
reports of conditions over here were quite favorstls,and
zmony Jersans Azerice was looked upon as a haven from the
rolitieal, sconozic, and soclal evils of the fatherland.
Discontented Gurmans ané particulerly those of the herd
L1t lande of the southern Hhine reglon, bepan to plan and
save for the day thet thery too would ‘e able {o enjoy the
opportunities which lay on the other side of the itlantie,

This trend contirued upward until 1855, and then
glowly declined as the shadow of Civil War fell over the
United States, Jevertheless, In the two decedes betwsen
the fortics end the sixtles, over 00,000 arrived. The
yesr 185) set & record bringing the highest nuuber yet to
come in one year, 215,009, the majority of this mumsber coming
from southwest Cermany, This section of Germany had always

contributed the largest portion of Ilnmiprents; however,

the failure of the potato crop in the years imsediately
following 10LE ané the vintage erop in the three years
following 1850, aggraveted the conditionz already mentioned.
In some rercions conditicrs were so bad that the loeal
governments ofter enconrezed the exvdus of peart of thelr
populetion. That the wave reached its peak from 1850-185L

wag no doutt due in somw weasure to the (llefated revolution



of 18483, ¥hile economle causes wers chiefly responsiltle
for brirging the renk and file to imerics, the politicsl
troutles of 10845 trought meny Cermans of weslth and
eduestion, who orce in the Tnlited States exsried en |
influernce which proved to be far out of proportion to their
amzter, Althoupkh the imrortance of the ordinary humiprant
cannot ta overestimsted, it was fros this group of
intellectuals thet Azerica geired some of the best minds.

With the ending of the Civil ¥ar, lmmipgration once
more resused its high level, Aserica was again looked upon
as & haven for peace and security., Tefore 1870, the grest
wars of Prusela apd the convalsive repercussions which
attended the unificeation of the Zersman ststes, Turther
agrrevaied by high texes end conpulsory nillitary service,
kad muck te do with incressing the emiprstion. After the
Frenco Pruscian wer there was 1ittle relief. Financial
troubles and economic troutles dus to the change from &n
srricultural to en industrial soclety, still higher tazes
and state-wide xnilitary conseriptlion affected all Germany.

This new wave continued until 1873 when the penie of

thet year end the deprossion that followed, once more served

to discourage the stremz of Cermans couing acrvss the Atlantle.

dzeries recovered and by 1880 over 100,000 were ertering

the states mnnally. Thers was & marked chanpe however In




thls new group, the number of peasants decrecased and zore
industrisl workers and sriisans came, 2 In 1852 ceme the
hirkest point in Cerman Ilmeigration, with over 280,630
entrics recorded by immipration suthorities. The trend
continued until 1585 end then slowly dropped off, rising
tut once more, in the yesrs 1091-1892,and falling until
vorld tar 1,07

The déiseppearance of the frontier end remaining arcas
of cheap land affected the pattern of immipretion considerably.
It reduced the nusber of Cermans who entered the United
Stetes and, secondly, it tended to settle thex in the cities,
Ve bave already seen that the later Immigrants were largely
artisans and induetrial workers. Pelng c¢ity dwellers, these
people rarely had the receipis of the sale of lands in
their pockets to tide them over or to bring them further
inland as thelr peasant predecessors had, and, as e result,
few landed here with my cash reserves, Withont the meens
to go further, or the enticeszent of free land to take them
wostward, many upon landing on the sastem coast stayed in
the cities of thelr smberkation, 4is time passed, by industry
&nd privation, they usually bought truck fares on the out-

12 zﬁttke’ 02. Citc’ 21{}!
15 ‘?a“gt’ B0 eit-' {:‘87*



11.

s:irts of the metropoliten arcas or saved enough to go into
tusiness for themselves, It 1s this later group who were
chielly responsitle for the Cerman Americen population of
Wilmington. ’
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CHAPTER 11
WILNTIGTON'S CERMAEY DWW IGRATION

Despite 1ts loeation and the faet that the Jermans
are the most equally distribtuted of all foreign elements
in the TUnited Statez, Delaware is one of the minority of
states in which the Germans are lecss nuzerous than other
foreign elements, The German imeigration of the eighteenth
century, which so preatly added to the population of
reichtoring Perssylvania, contributed very 11tils to that
of Delaware. Although the weters of the Iexleware IHiver
carried many German lmnicrents on thelr way to & new
homeland and undoubtedly mary larded in Wilminrton end
few Castle as well as the main port of Philadelphie, the
mumber who settled in the Diamond State remained
insignificant untll the second half of the nineteenth
century.

The most plausitle explanation for this is that the
eizhteenth and early nineteenth century immicrpation sgmi;g
alnost exclusively from the Jorman peassntry. To them
dmeries wes the promised land of chesp and pood soll, It
was quite natural then for them to seek the lands best
adapted for farming. These they found in the linmestone
areas of Pennsylvaria, perticularly in the region of what
is now the garden spot of imerioca, Lancaster Jounty, and




later {urther weat in the Chio and ¥isslssippl river

To be sure there were some Cermsns in the more
industralized arcaz of northern Deleware, particularly
in and atout Mlmington, but the bulk of the Cermen
irmigrants neploctcé the State of Tslaware, 8 a whole.
It was not urtil the latter pert of the nineteenth eentury,
when the nueber of artisans end tradesmen bepen to
inerease among the migrating Cermans, elong with the
political refugees of 1848, thet Delawsre and Yew Castle
County and Wilmington in particular began to nourish a
growing Cerman community.

%hile there were Cermans living in ¥llmington btefore
1860, there sre fow if any records available concerning
their activities and zzmber.l One indication of their
nunbers and occupations may be gleaned from the city of

1 tn consideration of the lack of statistics attempts
uwere made to estahlish & %tter aéimt azz of th% Gerum

pulation of w conpilin

32’; iications for &iti’uqshf Epm %&matig&tiﬁg the
nesai’ailitles for guch a "}P{}jéﬁ t was lesrred Ihrouch
the Depertment of Justice Clérk m %“ilmington, that the
early records, where they exist, are unreliatie tecause
untl] the twentieth centzz"y the pranting of citizenship
wag largely a local function kerdled t eml suthoritice

erd rot uncer the control of the Teper t of Justice,
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¥ilsington's first city directory, printed in 1813;.2 This
directory included mmong & 1list of the inhabitasnte of the
city, some fifty names which are of distinct Cerusn eri:gin.&

e Only two coples of thiz took ars known to exitt. One
is in the ¥llmington ?m Institute Litrery anéd the other
i? fhe 1 ssiuim: of the Delaware SEngertund at 205 Zast
Six el

7 The nemes of these inhabltants snd thelr occupstions are
ag follows:

Barr, leal; Cooper Leonard, ?reeserich’lmber zerchant
Tende rman, Friéwt* huckster Lowder uek fienrysblackenith
Fowers, Thomas; = hoemeker Yende: Amll, Jsse fx; grocer
Cm'tz aliaaheih; zidwife lfmé&zzhail, rz roods
ﬁer Jezes; butecher Vendenheall, "’hmaa &gtaiz& UEA
st; plesterer Yendenhall, ?hﬂ}i slieutenant 1S4
?arbex &zariai;g teacher Yets, Ceorge; i?&‘i‘%ii’ig tookseller
Ftusali Jagob Yetg, Fenry
gst}ur; nantiumaker ""aff’ Fance, euctioneer
aest &%r g carpenter - Hewl {x} Josey ; ea nt&r
Gtzrver Hesek ah; carter t’}cheltme, » j ﬁo
Oragel nurse Ocheltres, &l zv f* r
ﬁﬁzﬁ Jusegh; mmcm&r Peérich, ﬁenryg silversxith ave;
Ademg éeml&r
GL i‘ing, s.;sﬁrewg groce Euéalph .}eh*:, tulcher
1 2fing, Thomes; ahem ey dankin, Willlam; tescher
giffing, John fing, %‘lﬂia@; nsiler
*iffing Edwmrd; coorp Ring, Thomas; tanner
Gmﬁ, sekiah* cat le | whméer, F&aerie,gwsmith and
, : merchant tavern keecper
szxéricﬂsa ohng cart owner Sparkman, ﬂm&ui krickla,ger
Hendrick ma;, Isane; eonveyor Stochan, Johns
Zeckzar, Aaron; carman 31:&? > 5&55 ; aatamn

ﬂ&ﬁmn %ai iing ¢o r
%lstsia, lim‘ car ?&nﬁsgﬁfz, Jms* niller
Lang, Yrs,

Dr. John Prineckle
r. Alexander Forrester




The number of these who were German bera or of Gerzan
parents is lzpoesible to tell; furthermore, 1t is safe
to assume that many of German origin cennot be traced
due to intermerriage with other stock, the Irish in particalsr,
Since the fifty nsmes are those of fauily heeds zmiy,_a
feirly eccurste count on this basis esnnot be obtsined,
however, & conservative sstizmate would set ﬁz& Cgrman
imerican community somewhere near two hurdred and forty
people. In 1510 the population of all of Wilmington was
four thousend four hundred and sixteen meking the Sercen
dmericans 05 7 of the 1&3&&&&&3&1}

Cezxs;.zs figures on 8 national scale during this early
period are consplcious only by thelr stsence., Until 1820
no attempt was made on the part of stete or loeal govermments
to tatulate the nuzber and origins of lmmigrants entering
the United States. After 1820 a count was taken at ses
ports but these records shed no light on the preblem dealt
with here. In 1356 another directory of Wilminpton was
putlished which vpen inspection reveeled four hundred amd
eixty-six nemes of definite Cerman origims

L mis count was mrrived at by nmmti?zg eaek fazai
plus three dependents whieh in an sge of ﬁ,az is
& mzmwvatiw satimmte.

Ia eaeh case the names sppeariay in the directory of
"1}; and that of 1" suspected of belng of Cerman arigin
were verified by s Cerman im rican eitizen of ¥ilmington,
Joseph Yaucher, ’fﬂzmriw of the Delaware S#ngerbund,
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From this 1ist It i¢ estimmted that there were over
fifteen hundred people of Cerman descent among the populstion
of ¥ilmington./

The census of 1880 reported that there wers three
hundred and forty-three foreign-born Germens in Deleware
s conpared to nine hundred snd fifty~two inglish and
three thousend five hundred and thirteer Irish. The
mejority of immigrants lived in Yew Castle Courty which
had & comkined totsl of five thousand thirtye-one., The two
lomer countlies, Fent and Zussex together only had two
hundred and twonty-tws forsien born inhabitants, o
information concerning the forelgn born population of
Wilmington was given. From 1860 onward fereign bern
populations were listed aecording to nstionality by state,
ecounty, ard the larger cities.b

The sumber of Wilmington's fore rn born Jerzans snéd
of the Stete of Delawsre from the census reports of 1860

7 It should be noted here that E}a aecw&af the list
of nemes of the inha&itants of 8 zzet satm}_y
sccurate, In & number of cases names listed In the early
record of tha sarly f‘am&ﬁ uaf:i%‘i:i&: with wilming

addreeses do not aggar in clon ﬁiraetary which
wassuppose to include every fmily hn& in the eity.

8 1 Delavare, only Wilminzton was reported on.
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through 1910 2re as fallawrsg

. : TOTAL
Cenpus Cermeng in %I&mw

0
L 21%
1 25
1910 - 3BEL
These [lrures although they yive an accurate indiestion

of the immigration from 1860 to 1910, are not indicative

of the sctusl size of the German Amerlican comnunity. The
census of 1690 lists :ineteen hundred and forty-fouwr
Cermans of forelgn birth living in Wllminpton; however,
Scherf's History of Delawars estimates the German-spesking
populetion of Wilmington and vieinity at six thousand, 10
Un@outtedly there were neny of second andé third pgencration

German Americens who composed en laportast part of the
ernmn activitles, for of all the foreipgn elements, the
Germans least readily ched the custors of the fatherlané.ll

7 sustrians sre ircluded in oll f% Thig Goes not
include the ron-Germanie parts of %gigéustrﬁ-ﬂnigariaa

%}}iws

i? gég?h&aas fcharf, T[lstory of Delaware (Philsdelphia, 1383)
: 4 i ]

1 i ttke, op. cit., 211.




The census of 1910 cives a totsl of thres thousand
“five huréred end sixty-four GCermens living in Delaware and
- of those who are of foreign bom Cermen parents but whe
were born in ti%e United States & total of three thousand
sever hundred and ssventy-ore. Those with one German-born
perent,one thousand six hundred end twenty-nire, meking

s total of eight thousernd nine hundred enéd sixty-four
Germen Anericans living in Delawsre. From previous census
figures on the Cermans given earlier in this chapter, it
can be estimated that three~fourths of this totel lived in
Wilmington or spproximately six thousend nine hundred.

Although many Cermens first ssettled in the German
communities of the larger port cities such as Reltimore,
“owt York, and particularly Fhiladdphle, they and their
friends often migrated to the repldly expanding e¢lty of
Wilmington to seek better opportunities or open their
om tusiness.

Just when the movement begen 1n foree is bharé to tell,
but for the first tims during the decsade of 1B50-£0 there
is anple evidence of an sctive Cermen Aserican community
as is proven t.rough the socleties and churches which
were founded then.l? From thia point on until the World
%ar, the Cermmn 4merican was an economle and social
influence the importance of which, canrot be overlocked.

12 =y pelawars Sanperbund 1853 Wlmin-ton Turnvemeinde
18 ég German Eaptis%eﬁhzmh %gég Zion Iutheran %gm*eh 18616,
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| CHAPTER IT1
RUAY ECOYONTC A¥D POLITICAL ACTIVITIES T WILNTHGTOY

Shen the German lmmigration to Filmington began to
increase during the fortiecs and fifties, the character
of the immigration as 2 whole was slready undergoing
& marted change, Instead of the steady stream of Serman
peasants which had characterized the lermen mipgrations
in the past, tradeemen, artisans, and unskilled inimvtriﬁl
workers began to appear in ever lnereasing rwbers. It
was thias group whiech largely added to the Jermen American
community of %ilminftaa.

There 18 1ittle evidence thst any were men of means;
they were largely poor, or of the lower middle class., Few
of these carlier immigrants caxe directly to Wllaington
from Europe. liany, landing at Philadelphia end Tew York
where there were large German comsunities, stayed with
friends or relatives until they were sble to support theme
selves and had saved enough money to seek Letter opportunities,

During the 1810's and 1860's Wilmington begen to
expend rapidly both in Industry end populstion, Neny new
factories were built and industries started. This
necessitated the employment of many workmen both in
construction and operstion and the demand for labor caused
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& rapld rioration to the eity. Uilmington's prosperity
and growth attracled wide attention as can be sesn from
the following articles which appesred in newspapers of
 the period.] The Delewsre Journal in the issue of
September 9, 1815 nytﬁ |

#

% pnwnt yoar is, beyond e@p&rim
most p rous in annals of our eity 5:3
hméraé u;a f1fty dwelling<houvzes were cﬂem
‘fhe tion incroased ans thousan The wo
circumstances emaﬂm with t

ovement is that thc from s:m speculstive
g: gmimxss of i: pﬁfﬁl

m mm-uu
uati the % Every branch t?m mtafacw

- tarlng inte st to which our pecple imm directed
their eag mé amagiaa has incressed beyond
pmu ke future ia a8 gmiaiag a8 the
gm hag ea stmcaaa ful, interrupted,

lzington wi 1} am attsia a com:reial and
sanufacturing nee whieh was never dreamed
of by her urly eitizens.”

The Philadclphia Yews, in its issue of Oetober 27, 18k7,
seys:

'?%ilaaia%gm is pwazr ¥e doubt if any

elity in the ion m repid strides_

improvements during tiz«e g:st few yeers, In

n lpeat a few da n thaty eity, It then eentaimé
?op ulation ef @ iat thousand four hundred and

1 By an snmntim recontly taken, the

?Q ion is now nearly thirteen thousard, hsviag
ncressed sixty~five per cent in lesa than’seven

years, Yew bullédings have been emete& on every

8 new strects !wre been laid ont, mg factories

estallished and every branch of tusiress 18 enjoying

the highest depree of prosperity. “

From 1800 to 1800 great strides were made in Wilmington's

1 spharf, op. cit., 1I, S05-C.
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factéry production, thelr yearly net velue increased from
nine million dollers to over thirtesn nillion dollars in
1380, This trend continusd well into the twentieth century.

The Cerman immizrant looking for an opportune place
to eattle could hardly overlook reports such as these, and
from all indications he didn't. Yot only were they drawm
here by favorable newspaper reports tut meny of them were
net upon debarkation and were offered jols and fare to
come to Wilmington for themselves end their families,
- This was & common practice at Castle Gardens, the imaigrent
landing plaee in YWew York City for & number of years after
1655.° mis rractice mas subserited to Ly & aumber of
Wlmington contrsctors and industrislists who were experiencing
& shortage of lebor. David Dangel, who in later yoars was
one of Wilmington's larger contractors, was accosted in
this manner upon his arrivel ia New York by Petrick Pahey,
e builder of this eity. lr, Fahey offered lir, Dangel &
cerpentry job at ten dollars a week snd fare for himself
and his fanily to Wilaminglon which he readily scespted. 3

2 Wittke, op. cit., 121,

5 This information was supplied by David Danpsl, Jr., son
gi‘ David Dangel, an execgﬁw at the ﬁimdgg‘:ﬁn Brewing
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A few of the Limigrants arriving in Wilmington had enough
eash set aside to open small shops of thelr own but the
majority were wage sarners, finding employment in the
tredes they hed practiced in the old country or sz commo
leborers, Of the latiter group many worked with bullding
contractors, in the leather factories and on the rall-
roads. The artisans and skilled workers included smong
their nusnbers coachuakers, tallors, carpenters, catinet
makers, machinists, bakers, butchers, tricklayers, snd
brickmakers,

Prom the business list of Wilmington In Boyd's
‘Delavmre State Directory of 1863-60, whiek undertook to
include all shope and firus within the city limits, it
can be sesn that the Cermans were pascticulerly active as
bakers, saloon kecpers, tulchers and coachmskers, The
only brewsry listeé in the directory was that of & Cerman,
Christisn Frauch whose establislment wes on 308 Eing Street
where he brewsd beer in the rear of his hotel snd saloon,
Of the e¢ighteen bake shops listed az being in ¥ilmington
at this time, fourteen were owned by Germans, an almost
coaplete deminstion of this trade.l

1' cmparia§ the neues of thesc early shopkeepers with
the weap&z ol the ferman iner  can im: itut ong aaé clubs
er%ﬁiza during this geriﬁ it can be n that & large
P Wore among m&era of the Gam Paptist an
Luthe ehnrches, he Turner argamsatizm,a nd the
&hm nperbind,
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thder the heading of lager Pesr Saloons, all mere
Germans,as were the city's only two locksmithe, This
however was not the extent of thelr endeavors for thelr
rusber also included several machinists, tallors, butchers,
cigarmekers, and hotel keepers. Asong these early hotels
there was the Indisn Tueen, at 500 ¥arket Street,omned by
C. ¥ Allmondg the ¥ount Vernon,at 308 Zing Street,owned
by Christian Frauch; and the Tationel,at 105 kest Vater
Street,ommed by Sylvester Rlanhard. |

Yeny of the Cormans prospered and eventually went
 into tusiress for themaelves,and iy the end of the century
they had a sizable steke In the business 1life of the eity.

For s long time the Cerman nelghborhood in Wilmington
was located in an area on the east side of the c¢ity,
bounded by Front Street on the south snd Zlghth Strest
on the north, spreeding cast and west from French to
- Poplar S’atrwta.s As the comnurity grew and the irhsbltants
};‘mswmd, zmeny bought lots in the iast lake section and
later built their homes there. A larger number however
moved to the west side of town in the vieinity of the lion
Lutheran Ciurch, ¥eny homes wers built there by lavid

5 From runerous interviews with the older iermen Americans
of ¥ilmington,




Dangel & Sons, prominent German Americens who tullt up a

e prosperous contracting tusiness.

Perhaps the industry most completely dominated by
the German 4msricans was thst of brewing #nd dlspensing
beer, The first record of & Cerman-ouned btrewery was the
establishment of A. iudmen,who tuilt and conducted a
brewery at Fourth and Tatnall Streets as early as 1%36.6
It was not until the 1850's however that brewing was wndere
taken on & larpe scele., In 1359 the three Tebeker brothers,
Ceorge, Semuel, and Aquilla tuilt er establishment on the
site of an alendoned quarry et Fifth and Ademe Streets.
In 1371 the plant was sold to the A. “iekia Prewing Compary.
This later became the Dismond State Frewery, for & long |
time one of the larpest end most sodern ir the State of
Delavare. One of the members of the 4, Blckta Company,
Joseph Stoeckle, later became owner of the Dismend
State Prewing Company. ¥r. Stoeckle wes one of the most
influential Germen Amerlicans in the zityj

6 scherf, op. eit., II, T€0.-

7 Joseph Stoeckls cass to Amcrice izz frm Hrient
Sermany. Settling in ealmiagtcp in 1 Lecame & saloon
keeper and brewed teer in & smell m iz; the kitchen of his
astahlithﬁa';t; }’in entergri?i ' rm! and he becans &

ek

laz*g:s stockheclder in the & ramr;g Co. In 1U75 he
ained cm;a},eta control of the busingss end or s;iza
azoné State mery &iaé in 1053 & ma]( ?‘;0
fon,

Als g seet ‘}{ Gezx d, ?&star of Ee atm

#ia néau, (%ahi wgton 1000} 2l5; Sor
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In addition to the Diamond Stete there were iwo
other larpe esteblislments, the Bartmenrn and Fehrenbach
Frewery and the Bavarian Trewery. The Hartaana and
Fehrenbach Brewery was organized in 1866 by John Hartmann
and John Fehrenbach, provriators of a large saloon at |
Fourth and French Streets. The two partsers begas brew-
ing beer in & small shed btehind thelr estallishment, This
venture was so successful that they finally built a brewery
on Lovering Avenue &nd Scott Street, In 1878 the build nos
were renovated,end in 1385 the Company was incorporated as
the f & F Brewing Company.

In 1880 Farl Specht and Peter Spabn built an establishe
ment on Fifth and Dupont Streets to make beer for thelr
Bavarian Pprewirpg Company. A&lthough rot very successful
st first it soon became & strong eoupetitor of the Diamond
State Brewirg Company.

These breweries were aa ‘i@artwﬁ part of the German
imerican commuity for not only did they provide employment
for a large numter of the German Americans living here but
what was more isportant, they were instrumental in siding
many to enter the saloon busineﬂ.g By careful manapgement
of their exgzeﬁéitures, the najority of the ﬁem&éa who came
8

> From an interview with Tr, Dangel of the Diamond State
52‘6%3‘3‘ ' ‘
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to ¥Wilminpgton saved morey for the day that they would be
able to go into tusiness for themselves. It was to the
eredit of the local Cormen-owned breweries that a large
nunber entered the saloon business. It was the poliey

of these brewsries to underwrite & large percentage of the
costs of setting up en estsblishment if the owner would
arree to 221l the brand of besr the brewery made. So
rany Germans beceme saloon keepers that tefore the First
Yorld Far almost cvery other saloon in ¥ilzinpton was
Cerman omed,

Pntil the advent of the sautomebils, the cerriasge
tuilding industry wes slso an izportant souree of
enploy:ert snd profit to the clty's Germen Americans
anéd for & mmber of jyears they were the bmckbone of the
fadustry. The Cerman carrisge Luilders had an excellent
reputation for fine craftsmanship. They were highly
skilled in constructing horse drawn vehiclee of sll kinds
end were in demand the world over, Nany of these ertisans
zigrated to imerice snd meny came to Wilmington which
possesved 8 large carriage ;ﬁmufaetwing industry. In many
cases the whole fanily wa® engaged In the trade, each teing
trained in one or more of the dlffersnt erafts, such as
peinting, trimming and wheelmaking, which were nade use of
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%% the construction of a carrisge.’

Fefore the Civil Zar Wilnisgtor's cerriape tullders
supplied s large section of the southern market, Yuch
of this trade was lost az aresult of the wer, ézev&rtka’
less the industry of “ilmington still renked among the
largest in this fleld, where it remained until the popular-
ization of the motor car.

In the early years of the nineteenth eentury William
¥errick operated a carriage factory in sun old cotten
warshouse on Front and Orange Streets with & lerge group
of German employees, Dissatisfaction broke out however,
among his omployees and they left Lis establishment and
formed a cooperative fsctory on Larket and Water Strects.
under the neme of Flagler and Company. They too disagreed
and & yesr later part of the company removed to Taltimore.
In 1356 twe of the coopurative, Joe)l Frist end George
Allnon, withdrew and started a partaership under the name
of Frist and Allmen, In 1359 another member of the old
¥srrick Company, taos Funsburgher b{@ke away and opened

10

& 'earriage factory on Front Street. Pespite the fact

9nmmmmmnwammnmmmaﬁe
German Library Aasociation,

10 Conrad, op. cit., II, 393,
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that there wers four factories now in the placs of ons,
all prospered. 7

By 1060 there were rine carriage factories in the
city,and seven were owned by Gerzans.ll Thus & large part
of the coachzeking btusiness had its roots ir the early
ninetesnth century Jeruzan lmzigration to @#laington,
Although the Clvil Wer dealt s hard tlow io those firms
which depended on southern trade, by the snd of the
century there wers over eighteen sslatlishuwents engaged
in coackmaking and eight were Germen owned, Together
they enployed over seven hundred snd fifty men, a larpe
nunber of whom were Cerman Americans,@

%ile the brewinpg and coachmsking industries accounted
for the larger part of thelr sconomic sctivity, the Germans
' by no means limited themselves to these pursuits. Yeny
worked as machinists in the shops of the Pesnsylvania
Railroad,while others found exploysent in the saddleries
- aad coppersmithysand as todl and dls makers with such

copporations as the lLobdell Car %heel Company, The Dlamond
~ State Iron Yorks, The Pusey end Jones Company, and others.

11 Royd's Delsware State Directory 1859=-1560.

2 gt el 11 B
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Yeny small mechinze shops were founded by Germen Amerleans,
one of the more successful of these was the firm of A L.
Henderer and Sons, tullders of stationary stesm englnes,
hydreullc jacks, and special boiler plate.l”

O0f those who entered the contracting business, the
most successful wes the firm of Dsvid Dangel snd Sons.
This company bullt 2 preat many houvsss th:*eugbwt Wleington
particularly on the west side of town. Among the larger
projects mdertaken by the firm was the construction of
the Diamond State Brewery and pert of the elevation of
the Pemasylvania Ballrosd through the city.ld

In 1884, James E. Shoemsker and Louls P. Buck erected
8 playhouse, which was ealled the icademy of Husic on
Tenth Stpeet cast of Tataall Street, This enterprise did
not last long, however, for & few years later the theater

15 Conrad, ©6D. g t‘
Sohaer: SR SE 11,53,

1 From an intsrviw with David Dangel, Jr, ¥r. ﬁangel, Se.
brought to ¥Wlmin-ton as a carpenter by Patrick Fahey
¥leington tuilder, goon become & rtmr or his. icr,
however, the fim was clssolved an gel wen into
businoss for himself: “Tevid Danpel snd Song is still in
existtnce and iz owned mé operated by & grandson.
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closed, In 1893 William L. Dockstader lepan e small
theater at 309 Shipley Street which proved so successful
that he leazed a larger tullding on Seventh and Shipley
Streets which presented vawkville, In 1902 he bought a
lot on ¥arket Street and constructed one of the =ost
beautiful vewlkville theaters in Wlmington called the
Garrick. Yesars later when movics became populsr, the
theater preses;teé & novie show in adédition to vaukville

acts .15

Charles C. Furtz, Jr., son of Charles Furtz one of
¥Wileinpton's firet Jerman bskers, entered the real estate
business nesr the end of the century which crew into one
of the larger firme of its kind 1n ¥ilmington, In the
spring of 1910 this firm was appointed agent of the
Wilminpton Trust Company to hendle its real estste
activitie 34.16

In 1859, the first paper printed in the Germsn language,
The Deleware Ploneer,appesred in Delaware. Pudlished ty
Frederick imehnle, it was & weekly twenty~-two by twenty-four
inches, Fermen Rau bought the paper in 1861 snd until his

16 Gﬁﬂﬂé 92» clt«o; hwt

16 §Er Cherles E:urt: 1: to&xg one of the foremost citizens
of Wiiminyton and contribm 8 consideratle amount of
information for this chepter. The firm iz now known as
Charles Yurts andé Sons and 13 loceted In his om hnizélzzg
~ on Delaware Avenue opposite the Du Pont building.
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death in 1876 wes both omner mnd publisher, Francis Scheu,
the business manager of the pepsp purchased the name and
;;miass snd continued pubtlication. In 1881 the Cerman-
speaking population had grown io the point where it was
feasiltle for kr. Scheu to oatablish a daily paper, the
Freie Presss, twenty-four by thirty inches, F. Scheu was
editor ané owner of both papers until his deeth inm 1586,
when his wife took over ownership snd his son Gustavus
Scheu became ¢ditor.17

Sometime within the next ten ysars the Delaware
Pioncer was discontinued and the Frole Prezse was sold

to ¥ax Goetz, The paper now appeared under the new title
of the lokel-inseiger und Freis Presse. Its offloce and
pressss were located at 1, 3, and § City Hell Flace for

s rubter of yeers.

The coverage of the German press was mainly loeal,
howmever it made an attempt to supply its readers with the
more iampoertent news of world affeirs. In pelities it was
conster ' ly independent, which ie rot surprising since the
German element in ¥1lmington followed no one political

17 prancis Scheu was 8 rat ve of %irtenburg, Cermany &nd
came to Philadelphia in 13 wéaere he wae & printer for
scveral ésan. ceaémtn s Gormen rewspaper in igp

Hartor, “ew Jursey, and published the Segﬁtag Zeitung in
Phihéelphia before caring to Wilaingtors




Perbaps the only generalization that can be made of
the politicsl sentiments of Germans as a group is to say
that they wers firm bellevers in democretic idesls and &
revutlican fore of covermment., Outside of that they
represented a1l shades of politieal oplnions The majority
voted with the Democratic and Reputlicen parties, but
there was arother and somewhat smaller group which had

finlte soclalistic lemnings ené sympathized »1th the
earlier laber movements and proposed leglislation which
provided for the protection, welfsre and insurance of the
working class. Uax Coetz, printer and owner of the Lokal-
inzeiper,was s member of this faction., Altheugh it lis
quite probeble, there is no evidencs to sugrest thet they
were sctually connected with the Soclallst party, but it
is not unlikely, for tiﬁ German artisans played a
sirnifieant role in the history of imerican soclelism.

That the German workers in Wilmington were sclive as s
group in organized labor is evident frem the establishment
of the Labor Lycews Hall st 112 Yorth Jackson Sireet
vhich was bullt in 1890, The parent orranization of this
moveneni was the Labor Lycemn Asscelation whose officers
for & long time were Fritz Schusan, Albert Timm, and
Vax Goets. It often sponsored lectures by the important
socialist end labor leaders of the time and the Labor
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Lycem: Fall served as & meeting place for the
fraverelarbeiter Union (Brewery Yorkers Union), The
Piker Unfon (Pakers' Union), and others.l® The prime
purpcse of these labor orgarizations however were in
social and insurence btenefits ratber than as tarraining
agente in the sense It 1s used today in referring to

lakor unions,

Pefore 1850 the lerge majority of Jerman immigrants
like those of other countries were Democrats. This
affilistion 18 probatly due to two things: (1) the
- Democrats were quick to cater to the new groups to
capture new votes. In general the Lemocrats preised
the forsign-torn voter, denounced the nztivist Yhigs,and
supported proposals to print officlal documsnts in the
Cermen languags; (2) The nems Tamoeratic”appseled to the
izmigreant after fleelng from the despotism of the old
world, whereas the name Thig had little consequence,l’
Although the actions of the Demoeretic perty tefore the
Clvil War, remely the ldentificetion of the party with
the slave interssts, and the sutsequent pessage of the
Farngas Sebraske Act,which opened the kst to zlavery, were

18 The Blker Union moved to its own bullding et Thirtsenth
end Heeld Streets after 1911,

19 #ttke, op. cit., 22-3.
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eredited with turning meny Germsns to the Repullicen
perty, this wes not the case in ®ilminpton, It was not
wntil the turn of the century that the Germens began to
vote Republicen ia eny lerze nusbers, On September 10,
1910, the following erticle appeared ln the Sunday Star
of Mlningtons

"Some years agd the rask snd file of the German
yole with vg fewggm tions caﬁlé b& ei&sﬁeé as
h@hm;%ng to he Pemoe tic par e?

end at the nominetione g\estemy ZERY
forner mmemta were olserved casting the ballots
for the E&f&blicm perty, The nupler this jyear
was wnusually large.”
The reasons for this late cherge are not clear, Some of
the older Gemsan Amsricans claln that ss the Germans becane
more prospercus in tusiness they quite naturelly turned

to the more conservative Republlican perty.

Outside of ome notsble exception, that of Calvin B,
Rhoades,a music teacher of Germen descent, who was }nayar
of ¥ilmington from 1885 to 1080, very fow of the city's
Gernan Americans sourht office in the state; county,or
eity govermeots., The following article pretily well
voices the sentlments of the German population In regard
to this gquestion:

"iow that toth partles have »m=i-rled
their candidates, it is noticeable that ro

Gerzan Americans are enrolled as candidates
for county or etate office on any tickets
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This faet srmwa that the German-Azericens
sti 11 m:x%ﬁ‘n mir ia&iﬂsr&nw to holding
plac because to
a# iu for the aminatim of &n office in
el arty ie rather an expensive luxary,
The mt sr wag talked shout at a Germsn
cethering and sll present caze to the ‘
conclusion that §t85u betier to vote than
to e voted for.

f?ﬁ "rews of the German kmerleass”, Sundey Star, September 13,




CHAPTER IV
SERAT SCCIAL LIFE I WILVIHGTE

In spite of the energy which the German immigrant
expended on the more irmediate objectives, such as
estatlishing himself in the new world and in nsking s
living, he neverthelsse found time to participate in an
amazing number of organizations and social functlons of
the Germman American comaunity.

The Cermen loved his lteer a&ad beer gardens, his
Sundey plenice, dances and group siaging‘éﬁé the
"Gemutliehkeit™ whieh accompanied them., Wherever he
settled in America, in the crowded cities or on the frontier,
he orgenized clubs and socleties to enjoy these pestimes,
In this respect the German community of Wilzington was no
F'exeeptioa.l

| The nurber and variety of Cerman organizations in
which the “llzington German element found expression for
its gregarious and co~vidal instincte is large. Fepinning
in 1653 with the founding of the Deleware SHnperbund, the

1 This Chapter is Lased on ncwspaper accounis whag aggear%&
in the Vilminrton Sunday Star gari icularly from 1¢ 1910
and supPOPLEY LY CONVEFERTIONE wit tnezty of the olésr

reneration of German Anmericans who 1live in wilminpton.
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number of German organizations in this city grew wntil in
191} there were over twenty-four socisties with & combined
menbership of seventeen hundred and forty-three, Tesldes
the singing society end the Turners, there was the Germen
Library Association, a skat club and numbrous fraternal,
‘benevolent and workingmen's clubs, These societies played
such an Important part in the German Americen community

~that from 1908 te 1517 & Cermen Directory was published
every two years conteining the remes and aﬁérasSés’af‘
each society and their memhers*z 1t wes printed by lsx
Goete, publisher of the Lokal-Arngeipen and distributed free
of charge to the Germans, The numercus advertiscments

- which appeared in the directory coversd the expense of
- publication and indieate the importance of the Germsns in
Winmington as a source of incoms to the local merchants.
Felow is the introduction as 1t appesred in the first
~ editlon of the Yereins Adress Buch von Wilnington Delaware
£l 19081909, e iy

"EY-WAY OF INTROIUCTICH

*In presenting this book to your corsiderstion
we wuld most respe ctfalli subait te you that there
are twenty-two Geraan Socleties in the City of
Flningtor with & large membership. This book will
te a complete directory of all the Germen a@eietias
in this eity, giving names of the Socletles,
their af;ieers, the ot jecte of the respective
organizations, meeting dayu and plecss, and the
names and home addresses of all the menbers, end
nuch other infommatien nf value to members as well
a8 to the putlic in pereral,

2 An earlier one was printed in 1095 but was unsuccessful
end éiscorntinucd,
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"4 snffiaieat nuzber of coples will be
issued, so ag to be able to plaee one or nore coples
the bhome of every m@mbar of the Cerman Socletles
of the City of Wilmla '%gan amd it will constantly
be use& by them as & book of ready reference,
¥Its value as atms&ium of putlicity amssg’ﬁhs
 Germang of i *ilaiﬁg on s toe»a dent && require
 comment and the publication of your businsss card
on one of its pages w11l be regarded by the German
Society members as an evidence of the respectiive
advertisers interest in the success of the various
‘organizations tith'vhieh they are affiliated,

“ﬁX.GQ»Tﬁ
lisaar,

E‘

®*Wilxington Lokal-Angzeicer®.”

In addition to the altove gaterial; the directory
printed, in toth inglish and German, instructions for
taking out citizenship papers and a list of questions
1ikely to be asked by the exemirers alony »ith the saswers,
The following iz the list of the Cerman Societies which
existed in Wlmington on the sve of the first World War
az they appeared in the German mmstm of 1916-1316:

Belavare aﬁﬁ#*?ﬁﬂﬁ&v f@anéeé in 1 563, met at Deutsche Falle;
chel L10110LNes J@P”ﬁ% fihrar; Assoclation)

Deut8che lislle;
inéﬁ, fbnnée& in"1 met at Turnhelle;
Y aa, founded in 1“ s met st Labor

». Deulscher Order der Harugari, founded
chep Halle; E - ’

er Unterstitzun-a-Yerein (Tarqer teneficial
~ 5 nel in ur§~“a11a
xen ﬁwé Qterﬁa~¥asae f roe rd

i* !aiﬂrgiyteuat%a o3
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Art:citer Eranken-und *‘ter’ae-%’aau (%rkingm s' Sick and
Y ), FrErtn 258, founded in 1909, met at

ﬁaﬁtscha fhlla*

St. %eaaéxktﬁe ﬁh%erstaatzuréa~¥é;zin {St. Penedict's
PENE "y . o785 =et at Schul~Falle
der Herz ?eau Vire:-;

?ather %& ﬁ; Yazer Gcnﬁc 1 ﬁa« 256 (Qntﬁalic Perevolent
rTETE BGRGEe T i Kt Schul-Falle der Deutschen

ﬁb?kmﬂﬁ),

g&mﬁer—%min (ﬁen‘x ’Iuthemn mciety}, founded
: 223 ische Zionskiprche;

?rauea-?;yela (%cwam a Club), fourded 1568, met in Deutsch-
Tionskirche;

J%fﬁ?&*?ﬁ?Qiﬂ {Yﬁnﬁghiaafla s clab), fourded in 1579, met

£ Zionskirche
» Lorkers® , Tounded in 1513, ' met in Teutsch-lLutherische

ﬁwaeﬁﬁzlub es DNelsware Saengerbundes, founded 1895, zet

ULBCHCN HRLIE

ﬁtmguuaektiaa der'%ﬁlﬁin%tsn ?arnx e
BUE ' X<} : i £

urshalie
?ravsnuaeﬁtiep &ar Labﬁr Lyceun Asaocxstien {%hmaﬁ's Section
23 e 35 yeEnE FLionY, TouresEd 7, met in Parlor
of the Lator L coum Ealla,
Jermania Tempel Yo, 7, Dazmen des Goldenen Adler, founded 1835,

Franea~ 1;&153:—?¢r¢ia {%hgen § ¥issionary S&czety}, fourded ¥,
- Tutrehe TEpTiten-Yirche;
German imerican Baci&tz,ef ﬁelaatra, founded 7, met In

Génﬁaaia aacial Club, fourded 1808, met ir hoxee of members;
Py =TIGY, founded 1?08, zet in Deutschen Nalle;

These socleties were the backlone of the coamunity for with-
out them there would have been very little Gemman influerce
felt, They kept up the traditions end customs of the old
world, in the absencé of which the Cerzar elemert probably
would have soon lost its identity. There were few Corpans

#ho were rot mexbers of more thar one society and fewer
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sti1) zho did not lLelongz to any. Although all the clubs
represented different interests and purposes such as the
group singing of the SHngerbund, the athletic activity of
the Turners, ané the intellsctual pursuite of the German
Library sssociation, they sponsored numerous goclal events
in which the whole community could participate. iside
fron repular meetings, seldom did a8 week go by in
Filmington without one of the societies sponsoring some
social event which attracted the whole Germen comaunity,
As a resull the social calendar of the Cermans was perhaps
the fullest of any group in Wilmington during all scasons
of the year,

Swwmer festivals and pienice were zealously participated
in by the Germaus, sad on Saturdsy nights and Sundays soms
were always to be found at one or more of the amusement
parks around Wllaington such as Brandywine Spriags, Sﬁeilp&t
Park and the Bavarian Park, so popular duriny the trollsy
car 2ge., The Bavarian Park was located behind ¥rs, John
5till's saloon on the commer of Fifth and Du Pont Streets
end contalned picale grounds, bowling alleys ené a éance
floor. The festivities invarialbly included the quaffing of
lager beer, singing, dancing, end general merryraking,
Tables were ususlly se¢t with beer, ®wine, cheesze, sauszage,
and rye bresd. Cood food, pood bteer, and music were the
nrize components of a Cerman holiday,




Emch society usually had its traditional affairs
that it held annually. Perhaps the largest end most
popular cf these was the Volksfest sponsored by the
Delaware S#ngerbund whieh lasted for a number of dsys
- and nights.5

The Cerman Stastevertand Deutscher Vereine in
Delaware, popularly known as the German American
Alliance, 8150 held a yearly plenic and summer night's
festival in the paverian Park every August, The
attrections included a Cerman kitchen, bowling, deneing,
8 Turner exhibitiorn and singing by the Teleware SEngerbund.
Yot to te overlooked were the annusl butchers and bekers
picrics ag well as that of the Arbeiter Slngerbund., is
a8 resture of good will, official delepations of thse other
societies would show up at these affairs and the guests
were treated to toer and refreshments in return for an
improzptu song by the Sdnrerbund or am exhibition from
the Turners. ‘

Exeursions, thourh a more American Institution, were
also par't of the suzmer mctivities of the Cermans. The
choir of the Zion Lutheran Church held an anruel outing,
and each year they would visit a different plece. In 1510

? See Chapter V, page 57.
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they chose Jew York City where they visited pleces of
interest and ended up in Coney Island. This activity
necessitated a preat doel of stemina for they boarded
vtﬁs train at t.s Pennsylvania station in Wilmington at
gix s.z. and did not return until the amall hours of the

rext morning,

It was also during the sumer months that the two
leading socleiles of the Serman community, the SEnperbund
erd the Turrers engaped in thelr annual Turnerfests and
S#ngerfests which wers usually held in one of the neighbor-
ing cities. W%henever they returned from their irips,
victorious or not, they were met at the stetion by thelr
Ladles Auxillary snd by represerntatives of the other German
socitics. After the welcoming com:ittee made its specches,
they would all march triusphantly to the club roome where
8 supper would be waiting the participsrts and & homecoming
celebration would be held,

The last funetion of the ouldoor sesson was the Harvest
Home (uting spongored by the ladies Ciub of the Deleware
S#nrertund, This affairn unlike the others was usually kept

for the singers and their familles,

Although the colder weather drove the Jermsas from
their outdoor activities, the winter months had their

compeneations. }asquerade balls were popular with the
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Gernefis cud alnost every society held one or more during
the fall and winter months. In Cctober the Turners

held the Halleween Yasked 2all and or Thanksyiving Eve
the Ladies Section of the Turners sponsored & nmonstsr
ball to raise money for the snnual Christmas gﬁﬂy for
the children of the soelety. In Dvcesber the anrual bull
and banquet of the SEngertund was held in the ferman Hall
and in Februsry the Lacles club of that organization held
their anriversary ball, The Turners peve a masked ball
for the children of the Cerman Americen community in
¥erch and on the Een&éy after caster the last and bigpest
social event of the wirnter season was held. The faster
¥onday Pall was giver by the German Litrary Associstion.
211 the leading Cermsn fmerieasn citizens religiocusly
atterded this furctior and the Grané Yarch was led by one
of the more prominent daughters of the community.

The Gormans did not confine themselves to balls however,
for thelr aetivities:wsrt as varied as they were numsrous,
The fall slso bepan a series of Saturdasy right seuerkraut
azd pork éinvers which continued until late in the spring.
Yumerous lectures were offered the Germans in the Turn
Hell end in the Serman Hall on a variety of suljects which
included amony the lecturers prominent members of the
Socielist party. wovery year two or three plays were given




in German in the Turner Gym by travelling Cerman road.
. companies, some on tour in the United States from Gerzany.

Pelow is & newspaper account of one of these cccesions:

"The Germen fmericans of Tilmington ﬁitn&sﬁeé
the Villape Priest, s_play by Ferchtespadner given
AT R AL T
“of the best German residerts of the vieinity. _
performance was given in the  Bevarian dialect."
Every year, sometize in Yay, the Delaware Singerbund
would rive its spring concert in the auditorium of the
German Fall., The program wuld ususlly irclude classical
sclections of Gﬁraaﬁ zusic and an orchestre was brought in
to accompeny them. After the concert, dancing and
refreshuents wers ai’fw&d to the puests. Concerts however,
were not enough to sstisfy the mezters love of music and
the Slrpertund often treated their frierds about the city
with Sténdchen. Stl@ndchen is the German neme pgiven to
the practice of serenading peorle ®ith sorgs in frong of
their homes. Thelgravocatisa for these impromptu perforzerces
was usuelly birthdeys, snriverserics or to cheer & siek
sember, Often upon the completion of the serenade the
singers wers invited inslde by the recipient and treated to
freshmerts,

Under the surface of this ocutward gseiely however there

wag a strong sense of social reepornsibility on the part of

L #lmington Surday Ster, April 17, 1911.




the fersmans end thelr orparizations, Meny times the
‘motivetire cause for many of their rocial activities was

to raise morey for some sick or urfertunate member of

the Cerman community, snd the newepapers of Filmington
contaired many arrouncemsnts of benefit concerts and dances
civen by the Germans to pay the medieal sxpsnses for s
gick member or to ald the widow and faxily of a deceamsed
member, A numter of the churches and clubs rrovided

their membership with seme forn of szocial insurance in

the fore of slck lenefit Turds.

Some were ounly open to the memlers of the sponsoring
club such &8s the Turner ilinjfhriger Unterstlitzunps~Verein
but those that met in the Lalor Lyceuwz all and others in
the Sermen Hall were open to 21l. Those that met in the
German Tiall were the Deutscher Untesretfitsunge Verein Jo. 1,
ené the Deutscher Unterstlitzungs Verein lo. 2. The Arteiter
Fracken ard Sterte-Yasse net in the Letor Lycewm Hall.
Cther organizations of this tjpe wnere the secretive German
fraternal association, the lelamare Lodge Yo. 3,9 of the
Doulschsr Urdnen der Iarugari, the St. Terediktus 'nter-
stitzurg Verein and Father W, ¥. Yayer Council lo. 256 of
the Cethelic Zerevolent learue. The last two met in the

Zeranr. Cathalie church.

“he functions of these orgarizations wae to provide

the members with soclal insurance on 2 roneprofit tasis,




which included & weekly payzent o & member if he was

sick, and a lmy sun payment to his heirs upon his

death. Iavmany cases the death psyment was only sufficiert
to provide the costs of turial, but this depended upon

the organization, Ths zize of the benefits depended upon
the duss paid and thesewrisd according to the beneficiel
soclety to which the Corman imerican belonged. There were
enouch socleties that the German American could choose

the one which best suited hls incoms, The sick beneflits
ranged as high as from five dollars & week to ten, end the
death payzents from one hundred dollars for men and

fifty dollsars for women, to three thousand dollars for
both., The result of these sccial irsurance plens was tkat
there were very few Cerman Averican wards of the state or
city, Yot only diéd the Germen societies offer its people

& measure of social security and an outlet for their more
gregarious instinets tut 1t slsc provided those who wers
inclined to spend e quiet evening row and then with s fairly
c&ﬁplete livrary of German literature. This library was

to te found at the lermsn Hall under the sponsorshlp of
the Deutsche Pitliothek-Verein (Cermar Library issociation)
of %ldinzton. The Deutsche Pibliothek Vorein was organized
in 1873 by Helnrich ¥Wlller, Frederick von Fourdon, Anton
Raubter, Setastian Purkherdt end Xassimer Abterger. Its
purpose was to cnltivate the German language and literature
and to institate a German library. The first books were
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~egontrivuled by the members and others were solicited from
the German populstion of Wilmington., In the early yesrs
of its exietance the nusber of voluzes vas emall and the
associetion was eble fo keep the books ard held rcetings
in the home of Heinrich “ilhelm at 11 Shipley Street.

By 1880 howsver, the membership and size of the library
had grown to the point wiere the activities could no
lonrer be held in a private house., Two rooms were rented
in the Herdmarn Puildlny on Fourth Street below Varket.
One room wes used &8 & reading and meeting room end the
other housed the library. In 1853 the orparization wes
incorporated, and the Sinrertund and Turnpexzeinde along
with the Cerman Library Assoclation moved into the Cerman
Hall on Sixth Street.

The libtrary conteins about two thousand well selected
volumes, atout ter of which date as far back as the sixteenth
century, These booke were printed in old German and latin
shich orly & few are able to read,® ibout one-fifth of the
books are in znglish., Although the collesction is smell
cozrared to the German Lidbraries of Fhiladelphis and Yew
‘York, it is well rourded end ircludes works on totany,

S Yany of the 0lé volumes are stzll in the shelves of the
4ssociation but few are ever referred to, The illustratione
appesring in a fow of these tooks ere hand peinted in
veretable colors and are 3till in excellent eondition.
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hortieculture, magic, science, religion snd ghilcsaghy.é

C ifter the first World “ar the acubership of the Cermen

Library issociation fell sharply. Few of the rew
g&nﬁraiiar couléd read Cerzen or wanted to. Ir 152]; the

ibrapy Assodation combined with the Singerbund as man
; }h mﬁer German members were dying o At preseat
{1243} the books are “ai'*axneé by the ugq@er%un h@ﬁaver

tu& are rot used, The old resding room ig wnlurs is}mﬁ
the rare voluucs,sre kept locked in

they‘waka, Pﬁicn}.&r}.g
an old sefe; ro ¢ffort is teing zede to preserve them,




TRE DELAVARE SANGERRTND

Group singing has ever been a favorite g&aﬁm of the
Germans, Whersver Cermans live, socleties which foster
male choruses have been establishad, and the sxistance of
the Delaware Slngerbtund shows that the ¥Mimington German
 Community was no exception., "Life is serious é«m",
daclared an 0ld Sengerbund panphlet, "and there is mo
greater diversion for entertainzment and pleasure than
singing," T

Cn ¥erch 17, 1853, sixteen German American citizens
met to ereate & Cerman soclal center, These were, In
order of the first resord, G. Anton, L. Soder, L. Grieb,
- Js Heo ¥ilhlbausen, John Fehrenbach, Selomon Prell, Zarl
~ Xalser, Andreas Wits, Reinhard Reinkold, Heinrich Becker,
Aegust Helger, Julins O. Krauch, Jacob Stuck, Valentin
Walter, Johan Brodbag and i, Hiller. It was dering this
meeting that they arrived at a purposs which would unite
the Cermsn community mest readily, 1t wes the fostering
of joint singing. The new soclety was to be called the
Singertund {singing society).

The writing of the by-laws was entrusted to J. H.

kihlbausen, s well-known teilor of 210 zast Fifth Street.
- On Yarch 21 & meeting was called and s constitution and




by-laws wers presented to the membership., 5o well was
the idee recelved by other Gercans that in the three-day
interval btetween the meetlngs, five more members hed
joined.

Upon acceptance of the work of ¥r, Yihlhausen, the
elgoction of the new elub's first officers was held, The
fisst 52ficers of the soclety were: W. Pappenmeiér, president;
Luecss Grubb, vice president; J. H. }E&Ik&m, seoretiary;
H, Bleyer, treasurer; sud John Fahrenbach, librarian. The
first conductor was 5. Anton.

- %sn the rehearsing and singing began, the mexbership
inereased so quickly that ths club planned an excursion.
it & meeting om April 26, & motion was passed to buy an
orgenizational flag. The money wes partly collsoted by
donations and with the profits of 5 from the Pentecost
Zxcursion, the club on June 1 paid 7L for the flag.l

~ In the early years there was no clud house, homever
in April 1856 the soclety was meeling in the home of
Ieinrich Albert,vho was then conduclor, at Sixth and Yarket
Streets, the present site of Mallin®s Clothing Store.

1l The flap, beautifull mﬁmiésreé iz still raeem&
in the German Hall st §1 P




It was the custom In those days, even more than now,
for the German singing societlies to engape in aWtitiansa
They were usually beld annually and at & different eity
each year, All citles with Cerman American comsunities
participated who were within w&wm%k distance of sach
other, ¥ilmingten's Singerbund ususlly met with the
Lisderkranz of Philadelphia, and other orgasizations fronm
Tow York City, Beltlimore, Meading, &né Lencsster.

On June €, 1E86, the lelaware Slngertund stterded its
first SEngerfest in Taltimore. The clud had rot spplied
for participatior in the singing contests btut the menbers
returned quite satisfied, for they had gained & reputation
for themselves and their young orpsaization. Despite the
fact that the membership incrcased corelderably and that
the growing prosperity of the members paved the way for a
more extensive social prozraz, the members of the Slngerbund
separated on September 23, 1856.2

In 1368, however, the Delsware Singertund wae sctivated
once wore on ¥ay 13, “hatever the causes, the records mersly
gtate that "...the reunlon, longed for by both sides, took
place”®,

2 There are no records svailable explaining the reason
for this echiam, |




In that yesr the roster shows thirtp-elght active menters,
eightesn passive members snd six honorary mhers; |

From thet time on the Sfagerbund grew in prestige and
numbers only rivaled by the Tnmergﬁmia&e in popularity
sxong Wilmington's German Americans, wntil itz growth
was Interrupted by the Civil War, Many of the Cerman
imerican community respondsd to the call of the colors, and
they included many of the S&zgeﬁmé.z‘ In the meantime
He Yullsr, then president,kept the society together wntil
the clese of the war, |

After the war the soclety sgaln resumed ité activities
on a large scsls and continued its growth. Recause of
private jealousies smong = few of the more active members,
an argmment troke out concerning the policies of the
organization. This resulted in a schism end & new singing
Sacigty was formed by some of the menbers 2ad ealled
*Liederkranz®. The existance of two ergmis&timi led to
competition for membership and the division weakened both,
This was finelly realized by members of both societies.

> Pamsive is the name gim to those who do not sing.

L Hers a?in it is impossible to determine how many of the
organization went into the servies of their comtryas s
liat does not exist, From references made in the soclety's
!aina‘tsg, of which only scattered portlons exist, three o
the S gr ad are mentioned as soldlers. They ares
George Schellkopf, Andreas Grotsz and Henry ?elga ier,
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On January 10, 1871, ﬁma Germans everywhere were celsbrat-
ing the yictory of the "Fatherlsnd™ over France, there was
great rejolelng in the Wilmington commmnity. The two
soclotics cambined their facilities to celebrate the

victory, The fruits of unity were mede clear in the
setivities of the day and the two groups combined. A
reorganization followed shortly and & new nsme was piven

to the old Sdnpertund, It wes called the "Delaware Harmonie®.
Henrich Yuller was its president, Fred von Bourdon, secretery,
Frans Stuhlfeld, librarian, Pritz Besker, conductor, and
Joseph Sell, tressurer. 7o commsmorate the occasion, the
wozen of the community, led by ¥rs. Joharna Stosckle and

¥rs, :lisabeth ¥anz, pressnted a flag to the pew organization.

& room was rented for meetings and practice was held
on the second floor of the tuilding on Fourth and French
Strests., In 1873 the organlizstion held its first loesl
(sliagerfest) singing festival. It was an event which
 attracted elty-wide attention. During the two days of the
- S#ngerfest, Wilmington was host to meny other singing
groups such as the Philadelphia Hermonie and Ladies
Auxiliery, the Philadelphia Shugerbund, the Cemden Ken's
Singing Soclety and others. The well knomn German orchestra,
"Oberkirch® was also invited end for the two-day affeir
all visiting argaalzatism were guests of the socliety. At
this time the decision wes mede to affiliate the “Delawsre
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Tarmonie® with the Serth imstera Slnperbund.b

With the depression that came the next year the

energies of the members became inersaslngly devoted to
sarning & livelihood end the metivity of the e¢lub slackened
conslderably. The club room was relinquished and the meete
inpe tecame irregular for want of a plece to hold rehearsals,
In 1876, however, & meeting placs was found in the home of
Conrad Yenz on Pine Street and singing quartets were once
nore orgaaisaé,. In Juns 1877 the soclety was apain re-
orpanized and the o0ld name, Delaware S#ngertund, wes once
more adopted., By 1879 the SHngerbund was sgein ready for
competition, and in the following swemer the singers travelled
to Paltizmore to enter the SEnperfest holé there.

Zow composed of ninstecn active members, the elub
needsd more room snd In sutwen 1879, 1t noved to & room in
Joseph (toeckle®s Restsursnt which was then loceted om King
Street. The sotive members then were: Charles Tettsr,
Christian Bacher, Conrad Yanz, Gottliel Enittel, Franz

5 The ¥orth austam Sknperbuad was the regional orgenisation
of the German si gt- ng wreﬁps whoss function it was to sponeor
contests and print music for the local chapters. Seme of
thess olé aen tooks are still in the possession of the
SEnperbund end the Library Association,
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Stuhlfeld, Joseph Yledermair, #lliam Cloos, Daniel Maler,
Christopher Bauer, Joseph Sell, Franz Scheu, Gustave Schew,
Johan Selds, E. P. Fray, George Steid, C. P. Bohrbacher,
Anton Heuber, George Yetlaner and Peter Ebner.

By 1883 the organization, having over ninty members,
including those who were clazsed as “sctive® as well as
"passive”, sourht a meeting place of ita own, "

A large tuilding was for sale at the time on Sixth
Street between French and %alnut. The tuilding was formerly
part of The Wesleyan Fezele College. In order to put less
strala on its finances, the SHngertund joined vith‘ the
Gerzan Library Association and the ¥Wilmington Turngemsinde
to buy the property from the ¥Wilmington Ssviags Fund for
$7,500, Since the btuilding hed been a lsdlss school and
boarding houss, an extensive program of resodeling was
netoasary. Four thousand dollars was spent en improving
this four-and-ome-half story brick structure and renovation
whick included a rathskellar and an suditorius. This money
- was raised by the board of directors of the three socleties
who issued bonds amcunting to $3,000, In this manner the
Wilnington Gerzsa Amsricans obtained their first soclel

center.

It was not long before the German FHell was cne of
the esocial centers for all Wilmington and meny of the
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sasller and younger Cerman socleties rented it for meetings
and held thelr social functions there.

Tbie unlon even if only for materialistic reasons
was sn unusual event because Uerman Socleties, although
bound by ties of languape and culture were intensely
individualistic and it was not often thet they assoclated
with sach other without jealousy, 4 great deal of credit
for this arrangement, however, goes to inton lauber, sinece
he was in the wnique position at the time of being Fresldent
of the SEngerbtund end of the Germsn Library Assoclation as
well as First Spesker of the Wimington Tumgemelinds.

From the SEngerbund records of the celsbration which
was beld on the opening of the hall there iz anple evidence
of the Importence of the Uerman American population. The
Governor of the State, Charles s Stocklsy; Yayor Barrington
of Wllmington; Serator Bayard; end other lesders in politics
-4z well as Those of commercs and industry pesrticipated in
the opening exercises snd the banquet which was held.
klthough an entrence fee of thres dollars per head was
charged, the ball was filled %o capacity. “Despite the
great expenses incurred for the grand reception of this
esteemed company,” declsres a repert of the affair thet
was read at & joint meeting, "a profit of more then £,000




was realized”,b

The union with the Turners did not last Mng,«. The
noise and the disturbance caused by the Turner drills and
~ other athletie pursuits soon becsme unbearable to the & np-
ing and litrary entbusiaste of the other two societies.
After s series of disputes both friendly and otheruise, the
Turners southt & home of their om, ‘

4t this point in its history endin the years to follow,

S8ngertund held many soclsl functions in addition to
thelir SEnperfests, Volksfests {:éik feativale), plenies,
and parades were held during the warm scasons, while balls
and ;amrkmut &iamrzfﬁaﬁ held during the winter math&..?

‘ 5 M;htaé from the . al Gersan script in the
Sangerbund ¥inutes of 18§ ﬁ.

'g The ;glk#fast was m‘m*{zﬁ‘;é 1§§1a which %&m l“tiﬁm
- In esrlier years i
at Sehoutsen Park a:g? 5 4
Park and Erardywine 3;;:* fﬂ%
undsr the spensorshi mgga a,mc &tteaéaﬁ
inhabitants of %’ilmiz:gtan ta en extent t in later
years, it came to be considered s city-wide sctiﬁ%y. As
guests umlly remsined for the day, & German kitehen mt

' r ea 1n Shcllw& Park. ian

sst up to m ly ma}s and confect nas. Beer was kept i
and wn% n gma ntitigs but des Tﬁte this there ma
cenness.

o0d
faﬁ y wen mwr held fmtieas which they caalé ﬁgt take
alonp hair wives and echil mﬂ.
The fostivities amll begen in the mmi g and ran  til1

eleven in the evening, e were Opere ngsrfests by the
club and visitiag si acietica Gam Pand concerts,
ums}in& s for eh ,and in the svening dances were hald.

g s from thasu aeeaziam were larpe for the times and
gns cnntrihntea to the expenses of the sing izz wtiﬁ tics
the society which often iﬁchﬂeﬁ traveling rder to
g”tim gate {n contests as far awsy &s lew York, &n ding, and

13} of : 3
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#ot only the Cerman Amsricans attended these funetions.
A1l of Wilmington entered wholeheartedly into the Volksfests
and /pic;zica whiich never failed to draw large crowds, The
festival of 1386 was so successful that the $3,000 bend
issue, floated fto finance the renovation of the hall was
emgiatoly wiped out, Seven ysars later in 1893 shen the
society celebrated ita Fortleth Anniversary, it was entirely
debt free.

‘Since the first visit et the singing festival in
‘Paltiwore, the Delawars Sdagerbund never failed to appear
st any SHngerfest. At s SEngerfest in Jewark, New Jersey,
in 1891, it competed for a prize for the first time. At
thie ocoasion it gained honerable meantion. -

In 139k at the S#ngerfest in New York the club was
not as sx111ful and was only atle to finish near last place.
It wes 8 great éiaa;zgmié‘:mnt, and the members declded to
cheanpe conductors. After snzaging €. A. Farimenn of |
Philadelphis as conductor, a change in rehearsal zethods
© was made and as & result the singing was better than at
enytize in the club's history. Three years later at the
SEngerfest in Philadelphis when it once more competed in &
singing centest, the Delaware Sangerbund won first prize.

On ¥arch 18, 1903, the Fiftieth Anniversary of the sociely
wes celelrated and was attended by more than five hundred




persons, The program for the eelebration offered much
variety, with German food, songs, and speeches alternating
during the evening. dmong those whe formed the society

in its early years, the following members attended the
fiftieth birthday: George Schellkepf, Andreas Grotz, Henry
Feldmaier, Christian Spoerl, Fred Weilt, John ¥aler. ¥r.
Wedemann, an official of the Yorth Zastern SEnperbund snd
Ur. ¥alemet conductor of the Paltimore Sdngerfest were the
principal speakers,

4s the expensss incurred in singing festivals had Yeexn
rather high during ths past years it was decided to hold
the Volksfest yearly in early sutummn. Previous Volksfests
had been very profitable,and it was hoped that held yearly
it would provide & steady source of income to finance the
other activities of the club., From 1903 these fostivals
were held annually; the last one being beld in 191k.
German friends end sinpers alweys atiended thase affairs,
some coming from Philedelphis, Camden, Zesading, Riverside,
and other nearby towns. 4 great part of the non-Cermen
residents of Wilmington also ettendsd these affsirs.
Preparations for the Volksfest usually were zsde far in
advance,and from time to time sanouncements were made in
the newspapers concerning the attractions that would be |
offered. The society appointed a special Volksfest
Ct:mi'ttee,wizich began its work es early as June, 4bout a
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week before the opening,a trolley ¢ar was hired to traverse
the city to make the announcement that the Volksfest was

to be held. The car was gaily decorated and either carried
& SEngerbund quertet or & German band,B

Below i3 an excerpt of sn sccount of the Volkefest
of September 1910 at Brandywine Springs,as it sppeared in
the Wlmingten Star,

®The two days Velkslest of the Delawsre
Sﬁn?r‘mx&d w23 & success in every n§ and
reflected much eredit on Delaware's Ioremest
German socie tz'. Pregident Heinel may well feel
plesszed with the work of his sppointees... The
cxecutive Committee composed of ¥r, Heinel and
Bernard Lleitz watched over all detells in a
careful ard businesslike way... _

The Cerman kltehen in charge of J. Fehl and
Ernest cechert, both well-known hotel men, was
excellantly mansged. Not only were the meals well
prepared, but the quality of the dishes gerved mes
of the best and the prices, well within the reach
of all... The German kitches did a gge&t business.

The pames especially for the children wers
under the management of such o0ld sports ag Joseph

%ell and Ludwig ¥ilchoir..., idbout one hundred
youthful contestants entered them with a will to
rin.u. £ven t&o Punch and Judy show which is as
8ld as the hills claimed the attention of the
young and old alike. _

"The show presented on_the impromptu siage at
the east end of the German Village was rually goed
and enjoyed by the many excursionist and visitors

g Information econcerning these activities is foumd in
atundance in the newspspers of this period, particularly
the Wlmington Sunda, 5?::- which ran a column sntitled
*Sews of ths Germen AnEYT¥uns,




~ from this eitg ‘Peliticiaan from both g&rti&s
. were thers and made msny acquaintances...
70 better aalee&ioa conld heve been made
then to hire a tand lay real 'Enrfmusiek‘
The band was compo as e tws cornets, one vi&lin,
snd a_drumer who eevsreé the mistakes...
*those who wented to be particuler in s
‘zusical way, had chances to llsten to the cpers
coupany who pressuled the Xikado, or hear 3aas of
the fine selections of the srbund... Fo
the Delaware Slngerbund an tht Orpheus sin§
Socicty sang topether naéer Frof ssx&r see
stesmer on the Wilson Line fro
?bilaéalp & brought meny Germen izericans frua
Philedelphia and Thester for the ?blk‘fﬂatatt b
The Volksfests oot oaly gained the respsct of the
comeunity for the Slagerbund but alse achleved its eriginal

purpose -~ to raise funds,

With the income larpely provided bty the yearly
Volksfests, the Sangerbund was able to enter contests
quite freguently, 1In 1906 it participated in the Ssrmm

Festival st Fewark, @tu'ihtseysfrom,ihna 3 to My b.
In 1909 the Singing sﬁeisty travelled to s Sfngerfest in
New York City, where they firished 1n the second cetegory.

In 1911 & house at Srubbs Landing was bought by the
organization which served as & swmer residence snd & place
of relaxation for the members.

In a statementto the press concerning the Singerbund
eption on the Crubbs lerding property, a member of the
Sangertund explained:

9 ¥Wlalngton Sudsy Star, September L, 1510,
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"We pmgaw to have this place for a
summser home Tor our members, thelir wives and
children. XNany of us cannot spené the time
eway st & resort, but we often have time with
our familics to spend a day without neglecting.
our aefgpntiam, and get a bresth of fresh
&12‘:“

The facilities which this site offered were swimeing
on the Delaware ané boating, and was so situated as to

efford an excellent view of the surrounding countryside,

At the time of the outdresk of the World War in 191},
the society was et its pesk having fifty=-two active
members on its roll aad seven hundred and twenty passive.
Wth the war, fovw soc¢inal functions wers held snd those
that were hed few perticipents. In the summer of 1916
& bazaar was held in the Turner Hall for German children
and the Sengerbund participeted with enthusiasm, Then,
however, in 1917 the Thited States entered the war and
feeling against se-mﬁ ran high, the membership diminished
and a11 ontward activity cessed. | |

10 gimington Smday Ster, Decomber 25, 1910.




CHAPTER VI
Ik STLYINGTON TURMLRS

 The great Cermsn migrations to this country brought
meny people, during the latter part of the nineteenth
century, to whom group exerclising was en important part
of thelr lives. For many years before the eatablishment
of the German impire, there existed throughout the Germsn
states gymnestic balls built by the Deutsche Turaverein.l

In the revolution of 1818 the Cermen Turners fought
alzost to & man for freedom and when the republican forces
were defeated, many dsparted from their native land in
haste to seek realthler homesteads. The greatest number
came to Americe. America at the time had 1little to offer

1 sfter the battle of Jena in 1806, the Germsa people faced
a dark pit of rnatioral humiliation ’and contumely. = Divided

into small and lmpotent principalities, Cermany waz at the

mercy of "iapeleerz.

In this period there m:g& a high school teacher from
Perlin, ?z’e& riuk L tlished a book e¢alled
*Zationalit held timt ngammt on mé re:tontiaa

of Cermany war mz.ly possitle :%h the ;math of the land,
i ] atwgmmly aémteé a2 ne m program of “rational
yniea education® aesis?m to amm yatriatie sentinents,
took was wiéci a ut Germany the idea
m& discussed, 1 1 Jo.hn ayem lic outdoor
sasimz In ﬁu«a rlin. Ia t ew months the Turner
ggttlu spread to awry ei y, tom, and hsalet of the

r novement was sssentially nationalistice in
character and its members fanght for the literation of the
German states from the Fuae d later on unity of the
German states, "Inity with liher ty" was the cry, In the
mmeessful re'mlatim: of the forties, the Turners made
up & large p laa&emhigmaa the mejority of its
mmben ht for the eauss of
%mz é‘ ‘i‘;% er, The Work of the Tummer ﬁccietiez (Inéianapolis
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in the way of gymnastic clubs outside of the fow which
existed in the colleges and universities., 4s a /rsmlt,»
in 1853, the Cermen colonles in Cincinnati, Baltimore
and Philadelphia formed Turnvereins,2

Abvout this time the German population of ¥llmington
eltbough still smwall in propertion to those of the larger
cities, wmas growing steadily, It was only nstural then
that upon arriving In & strange city, these Comans would
want to band togsther in & group which ecould speak their
native tonpue mnd provide them witk a semblance of 1ife
and customs which they pursued in the homelsnd.

On November 1859 the #ilmington Germans organized
vhat is row the “ilmington Turners. The group was then
known as the Silmington mgmzaaﬁ The Wilmington
Turngexeinde imsedletely affiliated $tself with the
aational body in Cincinnati, The Americen Turnverein, known
as the imerican Turners. This orpgenization was en lmportant
factor in the Americanisation of the Cermen Ilmmigrant and

2 of all the or jsations ntpoduced in the United States

in t.}m course the last century y German lzm %n aa,

fa haps none wpreurtaé 8 higher level of izzta ectusl
nterest and broader cultural a’bjactiws then the Turnveréins.

3 The name meens simply, “A society for the prectice of
physieal axereites;&? ¥ 7 prée




was instruzental in the introduction of physical education
in the elsmentsry snd secoadary schools of ikis country.
It now maintaine s rormel school in conjunctior with the
ﬁni‘?eraity of indiens for the training of teackers of
physical edueation,

Originally the Wilmington Turngemecinde was composed
of ferman speaking citisens only and for & time scted
as an anchoring place for the German lmsiprants, Soon
however, many other Wilmingtonians, sttracted by the
healthful and social sctivities of the sceclety, bepan
to join. There never was any rule lixlting menbership
to persons of Gemman birth or extrection. On the contrary,
for in the constitution of the Wationel Society one of
the first laws edopted was and still is today, that no
nan can becoms & member of the Turnverein unless he iz a
citisen of the Uzited States or had declared his intentions
of becoming one. This rule has been rigidly enforced and
no exceptions are allowed to 1t.b

L The Turner societies in the Uhited States acted as
 Americanisation sgencles. ¥any of thex maiptained
neighborhood night and Sunday schools in which imerlesn
History, Amsricsen Constltotionel lLew, eand other subjects
Veler - cit, 90

Outside of Terzan langusge classes there is no irndlcstion
of any other instmuction given by Wilmington's Turngemeirde.
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For many years the privilege of voting and holding
office in the Turngemelinde was exteonded only to Germen
American membersa, “This,* éxglsiﬁeé & member of the
society, "was not occesioned by any prejudice against the
other members tut was dus to the fact that the business
meetings were held in the Cerman tongue. It was ressonatle
since the non-Cerman speaking members not being able to
understand what wes going on, would be unable to vote
intelligently.” &

The first meeting place of the new society was
located in a room over Xlels saloon on Poplar Street.
lLater, hecause it was too szall to allow full scope to
the gymrastic games, they zoved teo a larger hall located
at Pifth and Yarket Strects, where they remaired until
1883, At this time the Turners had a membership of thirty.
Every Sunday, Dr, Stahl of %’hiiaﬁclphia would journey teo
Wilmington to conduct & class in gymrastics.

In 1883 the Wllmington Turngemeinde in conjunction
with the Delaware Slagerbund and the German Library
Assoclation purehased the 2nnex bullding of the Wesleyan
Female College at 205 East Sixth Street.b
5 Prom a conversation with one of the leading members of the
Wilmington Turners, Yr,. Steven Reskowitsz,
€ see Chapter on The Delaware SEnpertund, pege 55.
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This btuilding mbilch later bocame knowm 28 thc
Gerzan Fell was thonght to provide & perflect setting
for the three cluts wlth & comwmon herifspe, It was not
loag tefore ths nolsy setivities of the Tuorrers disturbed
the activities of the other occupsnts of the hall, With
this the Turnert began to scek & new home of thalr m;
- After monthe of frultless sesrching, a siie was dosated
ty fenry Push, & w&ia&at Sermen tusiness man, on the
rorthwest cornspy of Lighth snd Frenck Strests. Ths land
contained two frame resldences zhich were not al all
zuitable for the club's activitics, Witk 1ittle money
in the treasury st the time, the elub members began to
construct thelr omn building, dolng 811 ‘he work themmslves,
®y 1555 the buildling, & two-story brick sffalr which
ineluded & large gmnesium was finished, On February 19
ol the zeme jear, &!ﬁﬁiislngtea Turagezeinde, shortly
© after zoving into its new quarters, became incorparated.

it the new Turnball the society reached s high point
of its growth and sctivitles., By 1006 the membership was
over three hundred, The Lsll becams not only the ceater
of the Turners' athletic endeavors but alse was the focal
point of many social funetions. The srrual masked ball, &
porular feature of the Wiminglon soclal calender, was
held there for many years.




The Turners, once they moved into their omn hall,
held reguler clesses 1a physical educstion which consisted
of about thirty pupile, In addition to this, e leadsr's
class was conducted In wshich younp 2en were treined to
lead other groups in mase exercise. ¥rown to the memlers
as Turnschule, thess classes were participated in by
| everyone in the famlily regardless of age and sex. Relow
is & schedule of classes and instructions sporsored by the
Wilsington Turngemeirde in e pamphlet whick appeared in
1916, |

Turn Rall, French Street
Hoursof Instruction

Children of Non-diosbers, 254 pewr nomth,

Although wodifled to fit the age of the participants, the
proesdurs followed during class meetings was as follows:

] k .
seomArch in step around the hell, then te
rug in aff;-ahaut,fivg‘aianxst. Fallsgiag this
sfter a short reat are calosthenic exercises,
about twenty minutes, The class ends with a
geme, nexeless but played in this wey: All




€9,

memzbers but one 11& on t}m ﬂear a

R P ”ﬁtﬁm hi“"xm‘%ﬂé
n ¢

pﬁ g him tmmé ﬂse

feet of t!za thers.
c?wlc and the %a' o Aflga fall nus
leave the gm‘ _

Every February for a number of yesrs the Turners
would present s special dance featlivsl in which the members
perforned EZuropesn Folk dances in native costumes, A
specisl feature was & sixteenth century Swiss dance.

In this exhiblition, six yomg men and six young women
donned Swiss costumes and pirouvetited in the old canton
steps. ‘tumercus other celorful dences were included in
the program inelaé},'ag & Dutch éance done in wooden shoes,
These dances were so popular that at one time Willlam
Dockstader engaged the troups to ‘appear on the stage of
the Opers House, whleh was at cne tm one of ﬁlaingtan**
vaudeville houses. ‘

In Jme 1907 the Wilmington Turngemeinds had the
honor of being the center of all Tumer activities in the
mid-Atlantic area when the district Turnerfest was held
in Bllmington. The Turnerfest s pala two-dey affair®
Included fleld and gymnastic events during the daylight
hours and musical and social activities in the svening.

7 Delmarva Star, Tovember 5, 1933,




. exhitition krown to tha German Amsricans as the *Crosses

Profeasor Otto Joepel was aaster of the Pleld sports on
this occasion, fOeorge Teth, president; and Henry Rlouth,
treasurer of the club were in charge of the armmﬁu
Mnscow’s Restaurant, then at 802 liarkst Street, prepared
sa elaborste mmz af &am dishes for thc visiting ?umers.

~ Every spring the Turners presented s gymasstie '
Jahrlickes Schauturnen®. Attended by the Cermans and
other inbabitants of Wilaington, it wes an lmportsst factor
in resing money for the many sctivities of the soclety.
Each class of the Tum school put o en exhibition of
their skill. The progrem was as follows:

Part 1
lggu?%?tﬂrﬁl'ftntotttﬁﬁ»stf&it*tt;ﬁ?ﬁkﬁatrl
2.0rard ¥arch of &ll ?ume‘luzaa.meziars,uﬁim,j.ctwaz
Girls snd éeys
‘m& g’il’l"Q"‘.l.“ﬁIU*‘Q.(ﬁI’lOCl““‘&I c1ﬂ33 Gil’l‘
| o Daamb 5@3.1 EXEreiseB.icacasrsvanravosnscesBOYE’ (lasses
o.f:alis snie Zxercises and Pyrami éea.... es' Claas

5.3 ub S&ii%iﬁg,.,.......o....;.g¢«.a.a.‘.II ﬁl“’ gi?ig
gxtre C1 SwingingeesessenssvescensTorner Frank ﬁyﬁ&
7¢Bﬂck nl&rcilﬁlg.:.."g...,‘..,ﬁ....¢.~¢u3633 6133305

Part 11

leﬂﬂVQPturs..."'..,.......»¢'..a.*....¢-‘.*ﬁfﬁhﬁﬁ%
2o umbd 3311 LX6rel368eesessnvasensssatonior ﬁ‘ﬁ?‘
'?POI‘ Bfi BEI RS C AN ST IR NN SRS ATRO IR ris
3%00& lact’ﬂt.otl‘ti‘aiagy Seniors *ﬁti“ﬁ
Horixwt Parsllel Pers.......Active Classes
changiag of Apparstus.
?‘?‘11&1 B"'ﬁ!biﬂ“&tl‘iht‘l‘Ot‘OQQL“éi“ Class

ﬁ& m&.iitl' L2 A S g3 22 XY R F &it%?ﬁiﬁ!’ C}»&i‘
6. ntt Tablesu, Pyremids and Groups.

8 Progrem of Turngemeinde of ¥ay 16, 1915,




After the exhitition was concluded a ball and se_nitl
gethering was held,

Hot only 4id the Turngemelnde provide for the physlical
and cultural betterment of its members but through the
Turner Einiékriger Unterstliizungs - Vercin (Turner
voluntary aid society) founded in 1897 it endeavored to
provide them with social insurance. Through this plan,
each member who joined and paid ameall premiuz, a benefit
payzent of 6 per week was xade to & family in case of
 his 1llness. In case of the death of & member $50 was
paid for men and $30 for women,’

4 singing soclety was aleo part of the Fllmington
Turngemeinde which met in Turn Hall and was composed of
thirteen of the more musicel members. This orgsnisation
although 1t weat out of existance shortly before 1915 was
& favorite feature at sll Turrer social svents.

Refore 191} the membership of the Turngemeinde in
Wilmington numbered over 300;during the war, however, the
function of the Turners was curtalled due to popular
prejudices against socletics of German origin. Yembership

93 ihx Coetg, ed., Ver@&m&éresa !%ueh van ’%‘ilmimtna,
De am £ r cag Jut . ' 3 T Y G
WY KEArees *ilmirm aeh.m for




fell off consldsrsbly. By 1516 it was two hundred and
twenty-eight and fell lower when the United Statcs entered
the war apainst Cermany., Efforts wers made to counteract
this fesling apainst Turnerise and it was polnted out that

. a8 early as 1872 American Turnerism had been completely
separated from Cerman Turnerism snd hed eomplately dediested
itself to democratic 1deals, When the United States
entered the war twenty~two of the ¥ilmington Turners
volunteered and & larger number eventuslly sew scrvice

in the Aray and Yavy,

Vith the e¢nd of the war Turners tegan to resume their
| plaw in eomrunity 11fe. The openinp of the Paynerd
stadiuz on June 22, 1922 wes heralded by & larpe Turnerfest
held there. The lats ¥1lllam P, Xurts, promineat lswyer
~was president of the ‘urnerfest in which socleties from
many cities took part.

¥ith the arrival of prohidition the ‘i‘umars once
more had to readjust themselves by ellminating meny of
their social funetions and putting renewed emphasis on
physical culture.

In the early twenties, they sold the old hall on
£ighth and Freneh Streets snd purchased the o1d Democratic
House at €00 Clayten Street. On the large growmnds behind
the club house they constructed & fully equipped




gyenasimm,

Like thelr comrades all over the United States, the
Turners are continuing fo dedicate thelr organization to
the purpose of furthering physical education and the
disseninatior of retional opinion and 1dees according to
scientlfic knowledpe and experisnce which may te sssumed
to advance the physical,moral snd intellectusl and
materiel welfare of maskind,10

10 weler,op. cit., 25,




CHAPTER VII
2107 1UTVZRAY CEURCH

By 1845 there wore sufficient Cermans ({Lutheran) in

- ¥llmington to band together snd thirty-seven citiszens

of ¥llmirgton end vieialty indicated on August €, 1648 by
their signatures their desire to form and support & Cernan
Lutheran Congregation, The Rev. T. W. Veyl, of Saltimore,
had called the meeting and he, a5 well as others, supplied
the pulpit during & trial period of three menths., Although
on Tovember (th, the organisation disbanded, it should te
soted that twenty-two of its thirty-seven sponsors wers
later 1o te found maong the thirty-three charter senbers
of Zion Church,

Yernwhile, & seminary praduate, the Zev. Friedriek
¥lz, bad arrived in this country from Switzerlend, On
biz way to Illinols us & missionary, he stopped in
Philadslphia where he became acqueinted with & letter from
& group of sincere Christians In Wilmingion, who urgently
requested st they be provided with the services of a
pastor.

Fastor ¥ls heeded the sumxons and on December 3, 1818,

uless otherwise noted, the materisl for t}zis chapter was

n m Tinety ’Iears In Iion, & bi stm? of th«a Zion .

n%: {eal Tt AErEy —CHUrEN, 2y Rev. Ster 5‘% « Fashore,
gten, ﬁahmm. 19‘ G, and interviews tk the aunthor.




ke first conducted sarvices on i{he second flcor of & mmell
house on the east side. In the record of that Sunday, ve
read that, alter service, thirty-three persons, agreed to
form s Lutbersn congregetion. *The Foly Chost was in our
midet,™ say the minutes of that day, “and we were of one
heart and one soul."

Thus in 1848 with the founding ef the Zion Lutherasn
Church, we have the first formal evidence of & Jerman
American community in %Wllminglton. The following were
charter mesbers: Gustav %Weyl, Heiarich Flund, Johann ¥,
Pusck, Farl Dotazmer, Jobsan Schwager, lLudwig Felser,
Johann ¥, Pusch, Ceorg lolfasister, Ludwig Frecht, Fatharina
Yink, Yargerete Schelt, Varie Buts, illzabeth Putsz, Mrs.
Cutmana, Christine Berber, Prisdrich Flurd, Johern Greine
er, Jacob Butz, Feter Kohr, ilhels Prodmeler, Fricdrlch
Grenninger, Georg Busch, Georg Gauwert, Friedrich Fellmet,
%yl the :lder, Ullhelm Goette, Jacob Xarch, Johasn Sebmitt,
Johann Teubeck, Johamn Otte, Helnrleh Grebe, J. H. thle and
Jecob Tlernle,

On Yonday, Deesmber Lth, the mexbers met for purposss
of organisation. After an opeaning prayer, Pastor T, W.
Yeyl presented Pastor Friedrich Walz., A Chureh Council of
eix members were elected: Johsna Otte, Jecod Kerch,
Friedricek Tlund, Priedrich Rusch, Helnrich ﬂwgd and Georg
Sewert. To these zmen the melfare of tls congrepation was




entrusted, At the close of the first quarterly statement
appears the followming:

"ixpunses 1;9 Eseei ts, $70.56, or e

2301’ cit of g was wipeé out by

gifts from %‘Zannei
On December 7th, the Church Council met at the home

of Jacob Farch, It was deeciled to hire a hall for the
holding of services in the Centrs Building, on the north-
west corner of Fourth and French Streets, st = fee of
£0 per year. 7o raise this amount, e collection was
appointed for each Sunday et esch scrvice snd in addition
to this the members promised to pay one dollar per guarter-
vear., It was also declded to eall the Hev, Friedrich
¥lz as Pastor of the newly srgimiaé congregation at &
yuarly salary of $300, to be pald querterly. On Sundey,
Decenber 9th, Fastor Talz was infomed of what had
transpired end he officially indlcated him aeceptance of
the c2ll,

The first tem years brought the new congrsgation many
trying moments, According to the finsncial statement of
the first year there was & doficit of $33.6lL. The sslary
of the preacher was rearranged sccording to the folloming
rules: that after the rent had beea paid, the income for
sach gquarter ghell be slven to the Pastor as salary, The
Sexton recelved $1.50 for hls services during the first year.
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’f’o::iu from members per quarter averaged §55, and collsctions
$27. FHowever, through synodical assistance, smounting at
first to $150 ennually and continuing to the ecloss of 1866
Zion Chureh found it possitle to survive.

In the minutes of the Yinisterimm of Pernnsylvanlia for
the year 1819, mppeers a letter from a congregation in
“Wlmington asking Symod to receive toth the eaagmgttm
and its pastor. The lotter wae sccompanied by s sontridbutien
to the missions fund of Synod of 33,50. The Synod passed
the following resolution:

“That Syred heartily rejoices that s
fas nads o souiribution 13 BE Heasur
of Synod and that 1t grants 1ts reques
for reception into Syned,”

In 1G4S the Chureh bought twe lots in the churchyard
of 01 Swedes Church. Twsnty-eight persone subseribed to
this project. Hembers of the congrepation wers to be buried
here unéer certain conditions, In 1857, the restriction wes
nede thet only the orphaned, the widowed and the impoverished
should be buried here., Later on the nuzber of lots was
incressed to six, ‘

Pastor Wale sirved the congregation for & little more
than thres years until the ‘spriang of 1852, Fe was followed
by the Zev. Carl X. Jeeger, who wes pastor of Zion for slmost
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three yoars, at the ¢ad of thet time ke retwrnsd to Reading,
Peansylvania, In 1855 the infsnt Chureh faced & serious
erisie. Becsuss the financial support had dropped almest
to the vanisking point, the paster's sslery could not te
peid, This wes met by placing dues on & pearly basis,

In & subscription list of 1866, totaling $368, ars snnusl
gifts of $20, $12, %10, ete., -~ which were large for that
tive.

Pastor Jeeper's suecessor was the Rov. Thomes Steck
whose pastorate sxtended from 185G to 1359, Under him the
congregation built its first Church in 1057 on Walnut Street
above Sixth, In reading the discussions which preceded,
‘the consensus of opinion was that "it should be as large
as the Methodist Church on Seventh Street, only higher.®
The site, sizty-two feei square, cost §930.50., The Church,
& ni:wstex*y building erected by ¥r. Joseph ¥, Pyle, cost
#1980, Furniture snd equipment cost £1%07.26, making 8
zrand total of $3287.26. The new church was dedicated on
¥arch 8, 1867. To clsar the debt, 2 socicty of five women
was organized tut thelr success was meagsr.

The first mention of the Sunday Sehool in church records
are in those of 155€ when it already numbered 30 children.
The church counell were tds flrst teschers. ir. August
Rotelon taupht the children to sing, instructed and led tlw
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choir and played the melodeon {donsted in 1857 by ¥rs.
Lvenzmerle and ¥rs. Stilz of Philsdelphia) -~ for all of
which he received & yuarly salery of $60. 1In 1860 the
Rev. Eilbelm Hasskarl, who was pastor from 105G-18€1,
peve instructions in the catechism for the first tims ir
Zien Church, The first constitution of the Sunday School
was drawn up in October 1862 =~ an elatorate docusent.

In 1867 the Suméday Schoel was set up as en independent
organizetion and & relief scciety wes formed,

Pastor Nasskerl was follomed by the Rev. Johann
Tucher, who served from 181 to 186, At tils time the
Sunday School had grown to include ssventy-five pupils.
Siree a debt continued Yo rest upon the congregation,
efforts were nade to clear it,

"7t was decided to send an appsal to the
forser Pagtor of the cengreration, Mr.
Steek, and his Churek Couneil to permit -
funds to be relsed in their coagregstien,
Yo snewer was roceived, ¥e tried ‘
éifferent Pastors, with the request that

they ~ive leefures for the benefit of
fheT cumenr bet a1 Geciined i1

That the relation between Zion Church and verious
social groups wes cordisl iz shown by the fact that the
Deleware Sangerbund offered to sing et the esrvices in 18€1.

1 rayen from ¢xieting church records.




Pastor Xucher resipned hls office in 18€L end was
succeeded by Fastor &inrieh Belckeel who astayed until
1867, The congregation ’organiu& a parochial school,
in 1665, but since there was no room in the chureh, it
wag dscided to 2611 the church and to purchasze Numbter
One School at Sixth and Fresch Streets. In September the
church was s0ld to Bethel A.v.i. Churech for $4,000,

In Qotober 1866, un offer of $.,500 for the school
bullding wus aocegteé by the City Fosrd of EMtieg and
the church moved to the three story structure, The lower
story was furnished as s school, the middls story was nsde
Iato & church at & cost of $1,85€, and the upper story
leased to the City at a yearly rental of $150., While
alterations were being made, services were held in the
Institute Duilding for which $5 per Sunday was paid.

Pastor Weicksel had ability as a teacher and by 1864
the szchool was attended by ainty-five children, of which
fifty~two belonged to their congregation, four were
Eaptist, three Catholic, two inglisk, one Jewish, and
thirty-four unchurched, It had s staff of fourteen
teachers and the attendance zrew to elmost one hundred
and thirty pupils in 1867,

Under the Rev., E. B. Euhn (1067-1870) cornsidsrable
trouble was caused in the congregstion because of the school.
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The pastor lacked the ability and the patieance to keep

school and the econgrsgetion the means of hiring s separats
principsl. Thus the school was detsched from the congregation
and was eventually discontinued.

¥1th the increasing immigration of fermans to

- Wilmington, howsver, the congregstion grew, and a senie
annuel report of 1563 showed receipts of £1,2¢5.79.
Apparsntly the Clvil %ar made Mttle Impression on the
congregation for noshere is it mentloned in the Elnutss,

Ia 1870 the Fev. Peul Isenschxid, ¥.D. of Norristoms,
Penneylvanis, was extended = call at the congregstional
reating and he scceptsd bis new duties on Januery 1, 1871.
Yeenwhile ths congregation had grown and its quarters en
the second floor had become too cramped. It, timre:;aﬁ,
proceeded to tulld. The eeillng wes removed and the
upper story beesme pert of the church., A veulted ceiling
was built, higk Cothle windows were set 15, and & cheir
gallery constructed. On September 16, 1873, the church
was re-dedicated. The mala contrset for this work was ,
awarded to ¥r. John P. Ernest for $2,}84.06. The carpet,
s now welodeon, gas {ittings snéd glass work btrought the
totsl to $2,988.18. After ga;mat, a debdt of &1,  rested
upoa the eaagrrntim‘

Through the efforts of Mr. Willlaxm J. Finck (who leter




btecame a Pastor) 2 Yowg Nen's Soclety with twentpeeipght
members was formed on October 28, 1878, on Stgtwht 18,
1879 girls were admitted and the name was changed to the
Young People's Soclety with a membership ef forty-eight.
¥eotings were held on Thureday evening, twice & month ==
ons for devotional snd the other for secial purposes, The
society in 1ts heydey sponsored & nusber of entertalsmente,
strawberry festivels and excursions for the benefit of the
 church, and played an important rele in the building of
the present church and ia introdusing Ingllishk into its
services.

¥ine years later on March 15, 1568, sixteen women
zet in the Sunday School &t ths Paster's invitation and
organized the Frauenverein,

*fo work for the welfere of the conzregation
and the furtherance of the ¥ingdom of Hod.*

In 1889 it had one hundred end eipht menbers; in
1898, one huadred and twenty-five; ené continusd to grow
watil 191k, Llaregly through the aid of thls socisty the
preseat chureh was bullt., It raised £7,000 over the
years, two-thirds.of which hes pone towsrd chureh snd
persorage expenses and the remeinder toward azissions.

In Auguet, 1530, tﬁa gloomy zray walls of the chureh
were fresgcoed in a variety of vivid colors by Mr. Xickolss




D%

Kuschan, a member, st s cozt of $2L%5. Yovember kth, 1888
- was arother festive dey for the congregation. The reasmon
for rejoicing was indieated by the phrase: “Debt-fres,”
vhich shone down from the wall in golden letters on a
background of green leaves. in old debt, contracted back
in 1865, when the tuildine was purchesed was wiped out

~ and the congregation was once more fres of a1l debt.

4 surprise party was given Dr. Isenschnid on July
71, 186k, his fiftietd birtbday, when & £ine gold wateh
wag presented to him. Two years later, on Jenuary 19,
189€, the pastor cslebrated the Twenty-fifth Anniversary
of his installation. The Rev. J. J. Yusndiz of feeding,
who bad installed the pastor in 1871, preached at the
moraing service, }r. Theodore Fueckel directed the choir.
~ That evening 8 reurion of catechumens was held. At a
service tha followlng evening, ¥r. Cotthold Ymeger,
President of the Church Council, presented the celebrant
~ with & silver tea service. A dlnner in the German Hsll
closed the oceclebration,

Ls the years peused the congregation and the Sunday
School grew. Instead of thirty pupils there were now
three himdredjalthoughk space was opened up wherever -
poszitle, still nmore a@iet was needed and during the next
few yuars there wes much dlscussion sbout building & new
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church, 4 lot wes saugkt; plans were leid, ané expenses
estizated, ¥espwhile Wilmington wes undergoing a rapié
expansion and meny of the members were moving to other
sactions, e¢spucially te the West Side. Onm April 8, 1593,
¥p, Henry Snyder reporteé that the substructure of the .
church was tecoming weak. A4 church to cost $15,000 was
decided upon, an architect secured, and & preliminery
coxnittee appointed, with Dmnisel Haler as Chairsan.

Just a week later Yr. Joseph Stosckle kindly offered
‘& plece of ground on the %est Side of Jeckson Street,
between Fifth end Slxth Strest a8 & site for the new
charch, Fis offer was gratefully accepied and srrangements
wore: made to reslise e long cherished dresm. TPlans were
drawn up, Wt bids ras too high., Othsr plens were drewm
upe 1ben all soris of olisctions were voiced., Heany
zemters dléd not want to leave the old site, ¥any did
not want to aove so far to the West, Finally In 1896 the
decision was resched to return the site as wneuitsble md
to seek enother, 7Tbis was done and the sesrch for a lot

ecentinued.

. The zatter rosted ustil 1597 when the conmittee had
-at last found t'&aitahle site on the northeast corner of
Sixth esl Jackson Streets. 4 son of the orizinal doner,

¥p, Farry J, Stoeckle, and hie mother, ¥rs. Johanre S.
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Stoeckls, purehased the site for $4,000 and presented the
gift in lleu of the other, Mrs, imss S. Cem donated the
lot to the reer and Hr. zzi) Hertmann, & Philadelphia
‘.1farehitset, drew up the plans which, after various chanpes |
were accepted. The eontract for tuilding the church to
cost $16,000 was awsrded to Devid Dangel & %aai.

(n January 2, 1858, the cornerstone was laid and
work tegun. The shalé“:eﬁgragatian gathered at the place
of bullding and at 2 ofclock the Sunday School and the
Chureh Couneil met in the old chureh and thea merched in
procession to Sixth and Jackson Streets, while the
congregation streamed in from sll sides. &t J o'clock
the pastor in vestments, after brief devotions, struck
the cornerstone thrice, as he said:
"In the iame of the Father, snd of the
Son, and of the Hely Ghost. Amen.
éc row 1lay the cornerstone of & tulléde
ing ..o L0 be consscratled tc thg service
of élui hty a&ﬁ accaréin§
confessions of the Evence ic&l Lﬂtkerag
Churek in_tesching and office and
practice,”
into the cornerstone was placed the History, Constitution
and membership lists of the congregation, Young People's
Soeiety ard Frsuenverin, a photegraph of the pastor, coples
of Church Jourrals ané of local newspapers and & number of

coirs of various denominations froz the Philadelphia mint




bearing the date, 1598, Near the close of the service,
Pastor Prederick Doerr of St. Stephen's Church of ullmiagton
{organized 1380) exhortsd the congregation not to essi away
ithat glorious jewel of the Serman people, our Lest in-

~ heritence {rom the father; nemely plety snd rali?iea‘ That
sane svening Pastor } ¢schsﬁ, who twenty~iive years %efar& »
had preached at the re-dedication of the Freneh Street chureh
brought an intercsting ag&;aéifyiﬁg nessage, |

' The building operations proceeded rapidly, ihile
the blasting of rock was & reterding factor, an unusuelly
=ild winter nade up for it. The following comprised the
Puilding Committec: Peter sbner, Cheirman: leorherd
Heiss, Treasurer; George J. Finck, Secretary; Gottlob Seicle,
Gotthold Yaeper, Imniel Erapf, Sr,, Theodore Fueckel,
. Friedrieh Eilbiber, lenry Snyder, Jacob Snyéer, Daniel Faier,
Harry Stosckle, Frank Oradwohl, and Pastor lsensehnid,
. The building is in the Nomercague style and messures {ifty-
twe foet by eighiyesixz feet, 1t cost 216,999 to ersct,
From the sale of the French Street Chureh to Temple idas
%o&asch; & Jewish Synsgogue, £5,500 was realized, & debl
of $,699 remained.

The kypx&isaﬁ valus of the church ukeﬁ e@&%l&taly
furnished was $28,000, 3ﬁaag some of thz lerger 2ifts in

d
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money wers 92,500 from the Frauvenversina, and $1,000 from
the Young People's Society., The pulpit, the altar, the
font, the paraments, the sacrmmentel vessels, the offering
basins, the lecturn, the pews, the carpet, the hymn boards,
the pulpit bible, the altar service ook, and the artistie
windows were sll riven ee memorials or special gifts.

On June 26, 1398, the day of dedication, the entire
congrezation met at the olé church for a fercwell service
and then marched under a scorching sun through the streets
of the city to the new edifice. Pastor ¥alz, who fifty
years btefore hed founded the congregation, was present at
the service of dedicatlion, of which FPaster Isenscheid was
the liturgist and Pastor J. J. Tuendlig the preacher, 4t
the evening survice Dr. Adolph Spaelh spoke; on Honday at
8 Young Feople's pathering, Pastors William J. Finck and
He Yeyer; on Tuesday, at & Commmnity Hight Service, Pastors
Fo Doerr and Carl J. Hirsel; eand on ¥Tedresday on Fravenverein
¥ight, Pastors F. ¥#ischan, H, Pokle and H. Offersan.

From 1858 to 1900 the congregation grew steadily, In
1908, hﬁﬁ@?ﬂ?, there was & nejor criels, Debis on the church
property had to be liquidated, the young people were joining
other churches, the Sunday School membership was falling off
and growing conpetition (with English spesking churches) was
beginning to endager the futurs of Zion., Pehind the erisis




lay & failure to meet the needs of the Young People by
holding services in the language which they munderstood
best of 811l -~ inglishe

|
When f{inally Znglish was introduced, it was recelved

with joy by the younger element who could now remein falth-
ful to the falth of their fathers.®

In February, 1013, the Rev. 5. C. Von Posse, &
seminary student, was called es sssistant to Pastor
Isenschmid, Ne accepted, entering upon his duties on

June 1, 1913, end serving until June 1, 1921. His

2 The leng ruace question, it aawe&rs, uua 'irst broachsd
almast th! rtz { arn bafere 6n 1 s 18 /9, the Young
?&e le's Socie g rmi%te t& h@l &n gazag service
in ﬁﬁﬁliﬂh and &eéieatloﬁ week in 1890 & service
wag held in ~na11ah or those in the city who did rot
understand ﬁermaa syt it was *et.aatil ¢ 12 when
mgnhcrt g dscressed elarmingl threag defections
z o Zishnghurekos, thet a‘majori vots could be mustered
o g€

The most formidable obstacle te mekin E& change was
the Constitution which exgresaly fer&u&a haléinv ﬁ!
ssrvxees in xsnglish, 2, gz
meeting, the Constitution was silered to §armit t hnldiag
of evugin services in raglish. Ga ¥arch 28, a Committe
of five nas antkerisa& to hold five evening services 1n
aa lish to text the sentiment in favor of hs chasge, One
lish hynnals were grassﬁtad by the Yomg People's
st R gb%h:ervleas were held, ﬁith sezinar g;;tuﬁeats as
ruaeherz‘ were very successful Iin ntten ee and
5 ffering, ard the Committee was empowered to conduct all
evening services in the future in anglish.
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policy wae: _

"Po throw my energy into holéins what

was 1o be hold of the Serman element,

letting the Lnplish growth of the Church

géacee ste fbgagtep a2 the reeds of the

~ Church required”®,

and 8o, while due considersiion was shown io those who
preferred German in the services, English~gpeaking
organizations wers soon fouﬁéﬁgé keeping with this sound

principle.

An English Sunday School was orparized on September
21, 1913, Three years later there were {wo hundred and
fifty purils in toth Sunday Schools, while in 1913 only
glxty were enrolled. 4 Gorman Langusge School, meeting
on Saturdays ard with & pesk enrollment of seventy-five,
wag orpanized in 1915.5

In 1913, the first Girl Scout Troop in America, "Lily
of the Yelley," was organized at Zion and the following
year & Boy Scout troop.

Desiring to further social and inner mission work,
thirty wozen of the church met on October 3, 1913, and
organized the Wllling Workers Soclety. It has proved itself
worthy of both its neme and purpose. It played an important

5 ehis was the last of the many German languspge schools
organized by Jermun socletles and churches,




part 1n the purchase of the parsonape in 191k end in cmcel-
lation of indebtedness in 1918. TIts "Sunshine Zork™
among the slck and aped is especially praiseworthy.

In February, 191, the first social group for zen,
the Lutheran Soclety of lelsware, was organized., One of
its aims was to sponsor the Ilon Hessenger, the church
bulletin, The [irst issus appesred on Laster Iay of 191k,
with a plcture of the church on the first cover, and

contained sixteen peges of rosding matter in both languages
without advertisezents. It was Intended "to bind the
zembers ... ncre closely together ty telling them of the
work and activity of their Church."

At a meeting of the congregation held April 5, 191,
the resignstion of Pastor Paul Isenschmlid, to take effect
on August let, waz received and regretfully accepted. Fastor
Isenschuld had labored falthfully in Zien for mere than forty-
three years end was compelled to retire because of failing
eyesight. At the same meeting he was mede Pastor Imeritus
and & monthly pension of 450 wms granted him., On August 1,
151}, Pastor von Fosse succesded hixm as pastor,

When on May 31, 161k, the Forty-fifth Anriversary of
Pastor Isenschrid's crdination and the Tirst of Pestor von
‘%oste's was celebrated, the church was declared out of debt,




farly that same year the congregation lought the property
at 1016 Best Lighth Street for $4800 to be used as a
parsonage, the first to I» owned by Zlon Church.

On April 1, 1915, the offfclal English liturgy of

the Genersl Council was introduced and during 1716 the
Constitution was revised and translated inte English,
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In 1855 & Germsn MM? cane to %laingtaa,
Delaware with his wife and fanily. He was Jeremlas
Gﬂmll,a mligim refures of Baptist felth, from
¥arturg, in Fessen Sermany who was banished from his
birth-place becauss of his relizious bellefs.l br.
Tpimnell was & devout Baptist and elthouph be earned
his living ss a lLookbinder, he spent a greal desl of
his time seeking cvonverts to the Baptist faith,

After opening s small hooktindery in hie home st
Fourth and Pine Strests, ks began to contaet Cersman
friends in the eity. He invited a nusber of them to
" his homs for s religious meeting which proved 50 succsas-
ful that it wes declded to continue weskly. In a few
m&'ﬂu the group Inoreased to the extent that the Grimmell
hope no lmgar gul?iced a3 & mting place, I¥r. Jolm
Schwapgor, bwthw-ia-m of Jeremiss Orimmell offered

1, \

o _Jeremia Grimllmqu in Ear Januar:

- 25, 1509, ° ﬁu was converted ta th& %fst fa "1a Igf‘;n
tmi t sms the objset of a bittarf rmt

Until MRS, he was forced lo spend m;e of hu time in

gmi‘a b1 he end his ¢ 1 sme to America end
Bevoted himssl? to geﬁiag the Taptist faith, He laid
the fomndeti ho German Deptist chureh ia Eﬁsﬁm

- becsme ministerm. ’u&‘ﬁst‘wﬂﬁfn %% Paptist
church 1n Mfﬁ,m the other, of tbe chureh which he
founded in Brooklwm, The Cerman ﬁap

chard B, Cook, The Early And i.ttcr ’ﬁuhm &gticu,
mmzpm, {e50yY07"

st Chureh of %ﬁhm&m.
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the use of his besement for future meetings which the
group readily aceepted., They met here for a short pariod
mill they were ables to rent & room in the schoolhouse
of the Second Paptist Church of Eilmington which was then
located at Fifth and Welnut Streets, In the meantine,
Beverend Conrad Flelschmann, Pastor of the Firet Corman
Church in Philadelphia comzuted to Wilamington to serve as
2inister to ths small proup.

Yestings were hold In the Second Baptist church house
until the early part of 1856 when the congregstion built
& new church and rented the old bulldings out, This left
the GCerman Baptists without a home and for a time they
moved back inte the cellar of John Schwager. At the end
of nine menths, seven perecns of the originel zrowp had
teen converted to the Peptist feith end these were beptised
in the new chureh of the Second Baptist congregation st
Fourth and ¥Freneh Streets, by Deversnd Flelschmamn, Two
wesks later five others of ths group were converted and
taptized in the stme place.

In late Yarch 1856, the old building of the Seeond
Baptist chureh was put up for sale. A wealthy meber of
its congregation, Riss inne Semple who was alsoc a fricnd
of Jeremlss Uriemel and interested in the Sorman Peptists,
effected the purchase of the old church for three thousand
dollars of which sun she donated 2 large share.




Shortly prior to the purchass, the Germars had been

worshiping ir the parlor of the Sexple hm‘a

Ustil this time & church hed not been officielly
organized jhowsvir, on the 17th of April 186€, slmost a
year after the first meeting, s council wes callsd by
Pastor Fleischmann for this purpose. later in the day
with Pestor Flelechwern afficlatisg, and in the presence
of soveral ministers and deacons of Wilmington, the
concresstion framed a confession of faith for the new
chur¢h, The nmme of the new institution was Die
evangelische Cemelnde Cl¥ubig setaufter Christan. The
following were the oripginal constituents of the First
ferman Raptist church, as it was lster oslled.

Jerenzias Grimsell Jobn Schwsper
¥Yergarsta Grinmell £1igabsth Schwager
Edward Lustermbhl Peter Fraunstein
John Y8hlhausen Susarre Fravestein
Sephia ¥#hlhausen Froderick Yeutze
Thercsa fMirsel tlizabeth Kaiser

Fatherize Bratmaialn
Shortly befors this Jeremias Grimell was ordained
and licensed to preach. 3 Urtil a regulsr mizzixtar could

2 1h14,, 111.

5 In 1887 Tev. Orlmmell moved to ﬁtszala{ rew ?aék where he
'&gaésgaﬁim? son in orpanizing & Cerman a;kt‘ st Church. le
dle rril

uﬁhﬁ!‘f ODs ¢§.tn! xI; 723‘7‘




be obtained he was mede first pastor of the new church. |
The first officers whick wers elected on the same day mere:
Jokn Schwmger, snd John ¥lhlhausen, lesconsy Edward
dusterzfihl, secretary; and John Schuaper, David Austermlihl,
lovie Falisger ard Jecob Yarch, tmtuak

After the dedicstion eceresony, the congregation moved
into the school Louse of the church ones more snd rented
the ehurch proper out. This was done in order to lighten
the financial burden and get funds for the redecorstion of
the church. Iy the next yar enouch money hed been seved
by this arrengement to redecorate the church ané by dpril
1857 the congregatien moved into the chwrch btuilding, At
the ssme time ¥iss hore Sezple had the school house tomn
domn and built two houses 12 its place, one of shiceh she
donated to the church a8 8 parsonege,

In the fall of 1856 the church ealled its first minister,
the Reverend ¥, A, Bawer, Fastor Bewer took over his duties
in late 1856 snéd staysd with the church until June 1858,
During his z=icistry a number of people were baptiszeé and
taken into the congregation, however, the church did not

h 'ﬁwaa of thaw msn were not members of the chwreh, It
ﬁ ¢y te nepe some men &8 mstesa who wers not
part ‘of

congrogetion.
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grow a3 1t should bave for, as a result of the indiscreet
bebavior of the psstor, the falth of the mecmbers was some=
what undermined, : Co

The second Pastor J. O, Haselhubn was cslled in
September 23, 1856, During this time the church united
with the Horth Azerlesn Confercnce of Germsn Paptists md
the Philadelphle Baptist Associstion, Urlike the last
minister, Pastor Heselhubn was extremely g@uhr sccording
to the ehurch records. In February 1862, the Pastor left
the chureh to become editor of the religlous periocdical
of the German Paptists of the Yorth Aweriesn Conference,
Der Sendbots,

~ During the next yesr from Felrusry 1862 to 1863, the
church was without & minister snd during this perlod
Bprother Léward Austerufih]l beceze acting pastor. On Februsry
21, 1863, the Reversnd He Trumpp ancwered the German Faptlsts
eall for a pestor, In the per betwesn pastors over thirty-
five aew converts were btrought inte the congrepstion and
one of the first sctez of Pastor Trumpp was to btaptize them.
Up until hat time 1t was the largest group ever baptized
st one time in ¥Mlmingtan. During hls ministry, Pastor
Trumpy organized a tract soclsty end aumerous tracis were
prepared by the members and distributed among the Germans
of Wilmington, In the autumn of 1066, the congrepation for




the first time had the horor of ertertaining the Sermsn
Conference of Yorth imerlesn Feptiste., Togtor Trmpp
stayed in ¥ilairpton until ¥ay 1867, After his departure
‘the church sgain found itself wi;ﬁsgmt 8 pastor, this time
however, it was for & gérimfi of nine months, ZReverend
Rudolph Piepgrass was mislster fvom February 1868 uatil
Jaz,s.mry 1369, six mmtht after the departure of Roversnd
Piepfraas, Heverend 3, f&llﬁ&ﬂﬁ filled the vapancy in
kuzust 1869 end r&aaiagé'in ®llzinzton five years, EHis
zinistry reports the church history was & speclal time of
spiri tusl and physical gm‘t}h

From the fall of 1375 to 1975 the church was without
. ;g‘fi;z&ister and Brother iusterzihl ornce uore bwm the
leaé:tr of the congregation. In Movember 1875 ‘ié,"t?éfﬁin
becm vagtor., OUne of his {irst scts was to heptlze a
~umter of peopls who hed besn converted in the absence of
an ordeined ainister. At this tize the congregation numbered
over fifty. In 1860, the ehurch had & periocd of revivalistic
meetings which urdoubtedly aecomztsé for the estatlishment
of & ¥ission lunday sehool in south ?silaingte;m The mission
was supported by the chureh for a ruster of years aftersard,
In 1C01 the Reverend H8fflin resigned. Ilo was followed
by B . Geil. Vr, Geil was still attending the feruan

sezirary at fochester, Yew York, however, 1t wes arranged




thet he should presch in Sllalagton during the suzmer end
during the winter snother theolegzieal sindent, 'f}.f H
Gunther would serve as pastor. In September 1582 Reverend
5311 was ordained and served the ehured ustil iugust 1588,
the longest zinistry of any pastor in the histery of the
church st that time, TReversnd Gunther who had since been
ordsined took over the gaétmte and he remained until
189k, ©Fls ainlstry was quite successful, twenty-sight
mezbers mers sdded to the congregstion and snother Hlsaion
Sunday school wag opened across the ileventh Street bridge.

In 1889 faults were noticed in the foundstion of the
chureh structure which was at the time one hundred and
fifteen yoars old, 4 meeting was celled of the songregstion
and it wms decided to build 8 new church rather then repair
the present bullding. 4 comnittss was appolinted to ralse
- money ané 8 building fund was started, J. H. Zhlhuneen,
ths funds cheirman, contrituted the firet doller, By 1890
$1255 was contrituted. The final tesk of tuilding the
chureh fell to arother, however, as Pastor Gunther left
Wlsington 1a 189L. Els successor was 4, P, Xiln,

In ¥ay 1096 the congregation,now nualering one hundred
and five, passed a resclution to bulld s one-story church,
A building committee was appointed whlch consisted of the




pastor and seven of the congregation. They were: J. Pennett,
A, Yern, J, H. Yohlhsusen, H, Link, L. ¥alter, L. Esiser and
A, ludwig. Plane for the new church were sutmitted to
econtractors and the cost of the tuilding wae sstimated at
$12,000, Since there was only #%08L in the building fund
it was decided to tesr down the old church snd tuild & new
one in 1ts place and thus save the expsnse of purchasing
rew property. On the fourtesnth of June 1896, the last
service was hold In the old church, with Pastor ¥ika, the
Reverend L. ¥arke of the Henowsr Prestyterian Chwrch,mnd
others officlating at the closing cereszorlies. While the
new church was being }ullt, the coagregation ‘wlﬁ its |
services in the Calvary Paptist Church.

The corner stone of the new church =as _‘uié on
August 16, 1596 by the pastor, 4. P. ¥ilm. At this service

© a temporary floor had to be laid in the unfinished church

and chalrs brought in for the econpregation. The Reverend
George Yrotloch end Professor Louis Falser of the Cerzan
Theolopical Semirary at Rochester, Tew York made speeched
in German snd the Reverend F. G. Verrill spoke in knglish,

The dedication services were held on Jemwmry 17, 1597
in the new church, The Reverend J. C, Grimmell, sen of
the founder Jerenias Grimsell, officieted at the ceremcnies,
 snd preached the dedication sermon in Cerman, I:a the after-
noon & Sundey school mny was halé with Tevid &ais&r,




Je he Schults and Reverend F. Prigigs taking pert. The
exsrcisas were continued until Bednesday when the Pastor,

mring the ysar the church was being constructed, over
$6000 was added to the bullding fund, This morey, partly
contrituted by the congrepstion, was, in the most part,
solicited fros other churches and interested citizens of
Wlmington. To finance the balsnce of the cost, & $3000
mortgage was taken.

In August 1099 Paster ¥ibm resigned. The next pastor
was Feverend Karl Hoth, howsver, bs only stayed in Wilmingten
for fourteen morths es he had & e£all) to become s missionary
smony the Cermans in Braxzil. |

Be C. Paum succesded ¥arl Roth as pastor. Through
‘Pastor Pauz's sble leadership, steps were teken to retlre
the debt on the church. During September 1502 at the
conference of German Paptist Churches whick was being held
at the German Faptist Church in Wilmington, the moripuge
was officielly burnt, ’

In 1906 the fiftieth aaniversary of the church was
calebrated., The membership at this tine wes approxinately
one hundred men und women, [uring the existsnce of the
church, three hunéred ané thiriyeone people were connected




converts and received by dapiism,

with 1t; of this aumber two hundred end twentp-one wers

After 101} the church ceased to grow for ks the

Luthersn Church the Cerman Saptist Church heé 1ts 81fficuliiss

with leangusge, The 'mﬁg people, ro lorger alle toc under~
stand Gorman bepun to sttend Englieh speaking ssrvices In
other institutions and the magmgtiw tegen to decresae

in the abssace of new tlood,

It was not wtil 1970, however, that Sermsan cessod

to e the languape of the Zermsen Papiist Chureh,

Tn 1987

the church moved to [lsmere, Deleware end it ls now inoen

83 the Flest Septist Chorch of ilmmere.




CHPTER IX
SACRED HEAXT, THE CERMAY CATHOLIC CHURCH

 ~§: mly a8 -,'233515'58"’: the Gom comnunity of
Hllzington was large enough to attract the attention of
the Lierarchy of the Catholic Church. In 1857, the
Bishop of Philadelphia sent priﬁst, Father Stenszel
recontly fram Germany, to provide church facilities for
Serman Catholics, meny of whom, at that time, were
 liviag in Hlzington.l Rev, Reilly then head of ¥Wilmington's
St. Yary's College offersd them the use of the collepe
Chapel until such tizms as a church could be constructed.
Thiz arrangement was shortlived for a year later Father
‘Stenzel was transferred and the Corman Catholics mere
szain without services in their language, A}.thwgh the
nimber of German Catholles incressed considerebly during
the next few years, it was not until 1873, fifteen years
later, after the dlocese of Wilmington had been created,
that ¥lmington's first bishop, the Rev. Pecker, who was
of German descent Limself, invited the Bev, Wendeline ¥.
| E‘sﬁmr to collect the scattersd Cerman Catholics and giu

1 sebare, 11, 727.




S m]afs 2,500 which umr Reilly donated) as the site of

o 2 ?rmk R, Zsbley,

103,

thez a mission at St. ¥ary's Church.® Father Yendeline
¥ayer, Order of S5t. Benedict, was particularly qualified
for the job since he had recently srrived from the
Bmeélctine Honastery at Yetlen, Germany, alt the &‘ot&r
House of the Benedictine Order in America, St. Vincent's
Abtey in Penrsylvania, when he was invited to come to
Wilnington by Bishop Bscker. The sission was gquite success-
ful and Father ¥ayer saw at once that there was s gﬁk‘t
field for a German Catholie Church in Wilmington. Hot
 long after, permanent facilitiea were provided for when
Yather Hayer and the Germans of his faith established »
chureh to make it possitle for Gerzans who had come to
Wilmington and were of that feith to worship in sccordance
with what had been their custom in the homeland.

Little time was wested., In August of 187k, e few
monthe after the arrivel of Pather ¥syer, a lot, 23 by
| 300 fest, was purchased from Father Neilly for $16,500

The ﬁhmhu of Delawars ,(mlﬁingtm 3.9337}: i

The Bey, Thomas BeckEY; TiMIt EINEST O eington was bo

near ?iitshur . Pu in 18%, His nats wrc e

Lutherans and Fuared in the sbyterian &we Et

R sw& ed at the tbaiwraity of Virginia and  during

i S0k im%mtions in the c:t!wlic religlon, At 21 he becm

o wlic. nnts thintaém\%s, ‘
,ceatiamé iai; ;t 1 s m 3: ;ﬁg&mé on July 1 1 2

- He was consecrats ngton, dugust 23, 18GC
m& served mt‘il




the new Cerman {hurch celled Deutsche Herz Jesu Eirche.’

Work was begmn lmmediately. The day of gromd
breaking was one never to be forgotten by German residents
of the clty, declares an old undated clipping from the
#lninglon Stars

"ien of affairs mehmiu labaring men
all {ci.zzc& ri ale ks ané ahew}.ia‘&é d

A e Fe e T g’t’g’mﬁi
ne 01 nes enes qre
in the eity o}.h 'ﬁ}uingta:% }

Although tha cornerstone was lald as carly as
August 16, 187k, st ceremonies in whieh the Fishop Recker
presided, 1t was not uatil the next year that construetion
had progressed to the point where the building wag complete
enougch to house the metivities of the congregetion. it
this time only the basemsnt was complete enough to hold
services in. As plans were made for the edifice during
the depression whiech followed the panie of 1873, Father
Mayer and his congrsgation were at times seversly critielzed
 particularly sinee the church was to cost $60,000 and to.

? 1In haglith The @am Sacred Toart Church, The ﬁm
tmtg:rwgi fzigal ; ﬁmjy &fm ider, i1L .-
E 4 Q tﬂ&#
Tapr Eabixmki, %

Fy Kaye
aihcm, AoLech Pest
km”ugu iutiapamuimefthc?umafthe




ke built in & cornfield at that!

Since the majority of the members were not cnly
devoted Catholies but also skilled craftamen, bullding
was able to procecd desplte the depression., Sacred Ieart
is unigque in this respect for it was buili almost entirely
by the nmembers of the parish who worked after howrs,
Ssturdays, snd holidays, many even giving time from their
regular jobs to erect it. Hor were the sacrifices all
on the part of the conpregation for Father Mayer travelled
extensively up and down the Atlantie coast glving lsctures
to raisze money for lumber and supplies so necessary to
keep the constructlon moving aleng. During this time
services were temporsrily held in St. ¥ary's snd later
- on In & former Protestant Church building which the
congregation rented, |

The basement of the unfinlished church held ths
~ sctivities of the parish from lugust 1875 wntil September
1883 when the church was dodiecated by the Bishop of
#Winington. The services were preceded by & large parsde
of Cathollc societies after which the Plshop celebrsted
Poatificlel High Mass In the new edifice. The Very Rev.
- Father Gerad preached in German followed by a talk by the
" PRishop, first in"ﬁemn and then in Znglish, Vesper
sarvices were held in the evening.




Ironically enough, the man who was most responsidble
for the new church was not present, for on August 27, 1801,
Father ¥syer had dled at Cape Yay, Hew Jersey. His death
caze ag the result of injurles received when his horse and
buggy ren myﬁ After the death of Father Hayer, Rev.

P. Corbirisn Custblhl toceme pastor on September 10, 1881,

The responsibilities were heavy, for althengh the chureh

was begun ia 1687k, it was by no means completed. The tower
wag still unfinished and the plastering and decorating

of the interior still remained to be done. KEoney was still
scarce and interest pagments had to be met on the $40,000
uortgage. The new pastor's skill was equal to that of his
predecessor, however, and during his seven years in Wlmington
the completion of the church progressed siesdily. Neney

~ ralsed by means of a falr was used to pay the 35,000 bill

" for the plastering sad interior decorations including

twenty-eight stained glass windows. Contributions dwring

| ‘%vﬁﬁiﬁéﬁaﬁt rm’eematgl &‘;‘
| pﬂﬁhﬁ X m& g t ia igt&wati&g tnggat& &nm

. éhanm ia the events emenmi ku ,presence in Hew

- Jersey at ihs time eth s History nf mlmn

elai t i:e ms st pgafay ?er his }:ail Xy X

: a§ 3 ) éaelxrex mz he was in

b{h:uszm 8 sick ¢a 'pon his desth h wag
Bsméictim Gemzi‘ary at ’*ismrk, Rew Jersey.
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this time were numerous, the high martlc altar, costing
$1500 was & gift of Joseph Zising, and Fermann and Herbert
Lang, his nephews, The late F. A, Drexsl of Philadelphia
gave cne side altar and John and Eve Fuchs of Wilmiagton,
‘the other, Other additions were mede including the
Brandywine granite stone stops leading to the church door
et & cost of 2500, the echandelier at $500, three bells
for the steeple worth 1300 and weighing 2700, 1200 and
750 pounds respectively. Soon efter the completion of
 the parish house, & parochial school was organized and
classes mot there. The growth of the church was guite
rapld during thls time, however, and the school soon out-
grow the parish home. IEvidence sttesting thls fact is
born out by the records whick show the number of fanilles
belonging to the church as forty inm 1301, by 1688 it had
inereased to over one hundred. The school then moved into
the basement of the church but the attendance increased so
~ repldly that plans had to be forzulated for the srecting of
& sepsrate school bullding. In October 1883 the pastor
opensd an acadeny for boys to be educated for the priest-
hood as well as for lusiness, which was piven the name of
- 8te ‘?fa&aa«. Rev, ?atke»r %felitat; 0.5.B., and Rev, Father
Dominie Block, 0.5.B., both eninent educators from St.
Vingenits in Westmoreland County, Pennsylvanle took charpe and
the school was, for a time, well attended Ly some of the




~ best known men in Wliminpton, The sehool, slthough
very succsssful in sttendsnce, was shortlived. It
sventually had to be dlscontinusd bscause of the heavy
expangss. In & report ta his mpsdar in 1886, ths pastor
mentioned that

*the continuation of St, Dedes High

Sehool for 3eys is not bright, §§ﬁ 'S

people are too poor to support itV, |
tot long efter that In 1366 the school was officially
dlgcontinued. After zeven yoars of hard but productive
lavor, Fether F. Corilnian Bustablihl wae trensferred and
his place was filled by Rev. Fsther fanbross and two years
later by Rev. Father Sylvester. Father ﬁlvezrtar_ s
pastor from 1890 to 189) and from all evidence of his
stay he was a very populer addition to Wilaington as well
a5 to the Cerman community., Like most Cerzans he was 2
great lover of music but zore than thet, an eccomplished
susician himself. Ke gathered about him thirty well-known
loesl musiclans and formed ¥ilmington's first sad only
Sersan orchestra. He directed the ehurch cholr as well,
and under his supsrvision it attained @ high degree of
excellenee. Through his efforts a fine organ was built
into the church and & fund of over $6,000 was eollscted
for the propossd new school to be located at Tenth and
Yonree streets. Succesding him in 109k was Sov, Father

6 sxcorpt from a letter in the files of the Sacrod Feart
Church,




© Hugo Paff, 0.5.B. whoss long and successful administration
finally ssw the completion of the churche

Ry 1096 the drive for funds to tuild the parochisl
school was ended and on April 3 of the same year the
corzer stone was laid by Bishop John J. ﬁnmghm; The
svent was celebrated 1y & procession lead by a band im
the chureh to the new school site. On Septembsr 11, 1896
the school wes dedicated by Father Fugo. Light years later
the Convent of the Sisters of St. Bensédict wes erected
and dedicated in 1906, During this time the tower of the
church was finished at & cost of {12,000, s metal ceiling

~ was installed in the anditoriux and paintings were purchased
for the sanctuery, Church windows, were ordered which
wers painted by ore of the best known ert firas in Innsbruck,
Tyrol, Switzerlend, and installed at & cost of $5,000.

~ Pather Hugo was -’éﬁa of the best known German Americans,
" He was loved and respectsd by Catholic and Protestant slike.
4 conselentious priest, he was also a libteral in kLis views
concarning general condeet in putlie affairs. During the |
lceal optien contest in 1910, ke was & stroug and outspoken |
sppovent of prohitition, His public debates with & dry
colleague of his ralsed widespread comment throughout
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Winington.d Iz 1912 azﬂ'iag hiz admiristration as pastor,
the debt on the church was flnally retired snd a great
colebration was held commerating the seveateenth arniversary
of Father Hugo's pastémta, and the buralng of the mrtg&gm

Hear the clese of the osntury & memorial fo the founder
and first pastor Father Vendeline Mayers was conziructed
in the basemont of ths church under the tower in the form
of a vault and a chapel.8 His body was removed from the
Peredietine Cometery in Newark, Tew Jersey and was placed
in the vauli., The second interrment was a publie affair
and all the Catholle Societlez in the city took pert in
what is supposed tc be the prestsst funersl procession
sver held in *llmington. Puried with Father Wendelin Yayer
are scores of crutches and breces donsted hy eriggle& persons

T 1t ia note rthy that, ia these local option contests
 which wers held ia thlz vieinity at thix time, referendums
ek as the neme implies wers locel in charscter and

that the éacisien uas left to the voior whether or not
liguor and 32 censes xhau}.é be ex‘t&aéa& The Cermans
amlx m n t e2 8K & ma gga §m mwr this
seexs to be am instanes in ngt 3 where
thay pmuatai a united front. r;gaais& ions
which nede up the Cerman ffmcziam &}-llaﬁaa mpaigﬁa
sgainst the ro llcense provision.

8 gee page five of this chapter,




who wers, it is clai@é,, eurcd by his intercessory prayeraﬁ

The German Catholle Church not only provided its sembers

? se0 p , Lsbley's Eistory
‘??*treé an artiah oX Rty
ing is an shatract:

Safcm& Heart Church reopens shrive of the Founder.

%zzéci re'e em*m!s:ﬁm may follow with _,
rae e8 souy During the forty yesre Father &
shrine was o :: "to the ;mhli aearu of erutches ané eﬁmr

means of 1:} to the incapacitated were left thers by p z-maa
aideé thm h t!st mtareauinn of Pather Vendsline

s tor, ni tha evidence of miracles e 3

Ye careful 1y observed and recordsd in fatm.
J.t amthsr ztsp in 7athsr endeline's mﬁxéac:f for
@mmnisatlsn, s detailed tiogrephy will be pragamé -

On_Deceaber 20, 1978 ths following editorisl appearsd in the
%hlngtea Koraing Tews:

Inauguration of a mat which my haé to the
cannonising of Reverend Yendeline . tgz‘ r of mm
Beart Church, directs attention to
a pastor whoks chief interest obvious ﬁan ti& wll belng
of others, The record of his service here shows extensive
manifestations of boaafwtiaas attrihuuﬁ to his teschings
and uiaistra Mna.

It was_sixt fﬁﬁ? sars ago that Sacred Heart %arck
was establishe r %ndeline, The pmeu was to
provide the ehwe faei tiaa far German caﬂw o8 mgk

of whom were 1 ng étmz‘ This nade 1t pesai
for Jermans wiw come to a ton and who wers of
 th, to worship in scoordance mith whal had hsaa _ ir
cuztom in the homel » and in thai;- own
utis!aetien et teling able to do that was affamnt‘
The foundatlion thus laid by fathar %a&e kts been
!r&itrul the f ers, % he mapped out not
- only iaarg&l Wmmlh&tﬁaamzﬂt@é
in & shurah wkich ever zince hed exerted preat influsnce
in the comsunity. Fatber Uendeline was a mrthy ploneer.
tuilt 2 monusent whieh continues to llve and honor his
BRROTY.




with relligious services tut zocial &8 wll., It wes the
~ scere of many of the nuserous soclal furctions of the
German Aserican Community in ilmington =nd was the home

of two of & long list of Germen Societies which flourished
tefore the First World War. The first of these was the

St. Tenediktus Untersiuetzungs Verien, founded in 1875,

8 beneficlal society with a membership of one hundred

and twenty-seven at one tv:.:e. The seconé the ?a'-‘s‘isar e

Y. ¥ayer Counell Io. 256 of the Catholle Benevolent Lenzue
founded in 1809 shieh st its peak in 1508 had Zorty-seven
ménberss After the first World Tar the Germen characteristics
graduelly disappeered and twenty years ago there mere fow

if any treces left as the Cerman language was dropred from

the services, | | ‘
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Interviews

Beverend Sterling Pashore, Zion Luthersn Church
David Danyel, Stosckle's Brewery

¥ox Baser, Delawers Singertund

Alfred Yesse, lLibrarisn, Cerman Lim Atmhtim
Reverond S. Faber, Sacred Beart Church |

€. C. Turtz, C. C. Yurts & Sons feal istate

¥p. ¥artin, ed., Sunday Star

Joseph Yaucher, Delaware Slnpgerbund

lsonard ¥aucher, Deleware S@ngerbund

Reverend Christien Poters, First Naptist Chureh
Steven Reskewits, Turn Hall

Philllp Schesl, Delaware Slagerbund

Trngt Teustenhagen, Labor Lyceus Asscciation
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