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... 

Intervieh HHh Lloyd Teitmrorth ('l,t his home in LL1.mington, DelaHare, .July 8, 
1071. l:y I{yron J'lackm::.m. Project: Dela.Hc~:ce In the Depression. 

Q ~':hen (Ud you first become 2.H2.re that the Depression was somethinE~ out of the 
orrUne;.:ry? 

P ~Jel1, as I said, when it sblrted I Has nine, and I'm ",,f:t'aid. I was ra.ther 
protected from it. l:'y mother Has a school teacher and. rather a frugal ,-!Oman. 
The Hhole family .. :a.s overly frur,al I'm afraid and constantly expecting some 
kind. of disaster, as I remeluber. Fut r don't really recall. the Depression 
~4.S 2. sudden revelation. I mean, nobody sUddenly said to me, "Eey. ·(.[e're i.n 
a depression. "f'ut I constantly Tememl:er--I mean I remember teing constantl:;! 
l'emlnded to no t Haste food and--,-;e11., mainly ,"ood, that was the l~if item. 
And. I notj.ced. SO}~t of c{l.sual~ty ther;: noco(ly in rny 11ousehold, had };1. ca,T. ~·5!1t. 

I really didn 't ca.l~e :~'or CC'l.rs then, so it (iidn 't l~other me ve2'Y much. bnd 
I har;. enough to eat. A nd as I ;.,>ay, my mothel~ ',ras a school teacher o.nd my 
une] e hp.d n. st8.tionery stort'! ln1ere my aunt. Horked. and i'iith tv10 Homen in JT'.Jl 
hOUGC Horkinc;, m~T Gi3ter and I and my grandma ther . . . so I realJ.y don' t. 
think I can 'o3[).Y that. I sud.den] y became aware of :i t. I became more ?Lw: ... re of 
the sociolocical situation after :tt He.~; over. And just about the time of 
thE:~--Hhon it Has over, t.he ,\;;1.:,' HilS [,'c,artl:1g in !!;urope and the economy sta.rted 
to leap up in thi s count:cy. and it leapt up rather sloHly in Dele.HB.re, I 
think, too, becc;.use;·~or instance I p'aduated from hif!h school in '38 in .June, 
('.nei there He.S practically no possHility of getting a jot. And Ivraited I 
guess It 1'fHS atout ;;, year before I could get a ,joe. Pnd as I rememeer, I 
got a ,job for $1tl.OO a Heek at that time, that Has a1::out lC1J9, which is--J 
don't kno:.r hOH it compares to saJaries--I think it Has Im-r even for that, 
time. SalarieE and jo 1;5 really rHdn' t bust looEe untn just 'cefore the 
UnHed ;3t2.tes Got in the war--you proba1:;ly have that as a date, 'In I think. 

Q ';fha t '/D,S your family 5i tUft tion like during the 'JOs? 

1~ My father bac1 left in '2[1,-- l'J2LJ.--and the situ."ttion Nas, I ~'[8.S living at 
'itt and \'an 'Rurer" Hhleh Has then a middle-cl.ass neighl)orhcod, with my a.unt, 
my sister. my mother and my grandmother. l~nd I don't really knoH what you 
mean by situation, you mean flnancial sltuation? 

Q Yeah, 'cut I guess--Hel1, some people had severe hard~hips, t.hHY had to do 
13pecial things to conserve food, money, cloth:i.ng. 

A I don't think He "ent through that. Hy grandmother oltTned the house she 
lived in, so He didn't have a rent J)ro'clern. J\ml it v.ras big enou€';h t.o house 
us all, so the only real problem 'We had Has food. And we had--HelJ., my 
mother's salary "TaS adequate for that. And l-W Heren't I don't think too 
demanding Idds for c10thes and so forth. It's rather dim, I confess. I 
don't really think I could--I don't really think I even have an opinion. 
I really think it didn't touch us v'ery hard, if that onswers your ques·;:.l.on. 

Q ~Jer:e any of your friends or re'lativeE or neiGhcors in [;cl.ci situations at that 
time that you can rememcer? 

P I reco.Jl onl,j that some of my friends, the kids I HEnt to school tdth, .. lere 



the chHdren of trades people in center-ci ty .. :Umington, and I don' t recall 
that they Here living un(er--they were living in very small houses, YOH house~, 

and many of them had a lower income th2n I did.. I rememl::er for some reason, 
';> although it probably is out of proportion to correct value, :;ut a lot of 

,'I ,) ,~ 'h . Afl' ,:"l.{ people l~ho Here involved Hi th your",15~!J;~1 things--I don t JmoH OH +.0 explaln 
d it. One of my best rriend's father and uncle was a l::ookie and bootJegger-

not bootle{!gers, 1::ut dealing in contraband booze or somethine;. And they 
mr:cde 3. livine;, or they seemed to make a living, rather on the shady side of 
things, and it wasn't particularly bad, it vms a living. They Heren I t 
condemned for this. If your father 2.nd uncle's 3lackie the Hacketeer, vrhy 
that'E; great, you knoH, you're gonna 1::e a racketeer vlhen you grow up. I 
mec..n, nobody really condemned for this. Jlm} He also h2.Q a very interestinr:: 
police ~;1 tuation in \rilmington 2.cout that time. Again, this 1-mc,--I didn't 
experience this nrst-hand, cut I think it Has rc::.ther corrupt. IOU might 
look into t.hat, '30, '3lt, Hhen the chief of police finally got racked up 

A 

and dismissed and jailed or something. His name was Black. So the rackets 
viere very prevalent, but they t·rere sort of benevolent kind of rackets, I 
mean, t.hey ~'Jeren' t the--they didn't go (',round killing people or anything, 
they just had I think cumbers and horse racine and prostitution. '~bey Here 
interestine; but harmless. ~,ut I G.on' t rememcer the situation of the fathers 
or the families of the kidG I l';ent to schooI Hi th being Generally l~etter off 
than I Ha.S. E2.tte::c a:£' fact, I wouJd imagine that they were lezs well off 
tha.n I Has. rut I Hent to a pretty gamey school, too, the very center of 
tOlfm. It H2,S beginning to decay then, even. 

';hat HilS it like to gc to school c'urine those yeaTS? 

~Jell, I never liked to e.:o to school. It viae, a constant trial. The teacbers 
in t.he schoo 1 s were-- I thou{~h t. then were vcrJ 'cad and i1l-prepared and no t 
qualified, 2.nd thc.t si tua tion was the same all the way through my school. I 
just met J)eopJ.e that 1'rere z,csolutely, totalIy unqualified to teach, (3,[ld I 
got them for 12 years. I never ,{ent to coller,e; that was the end of my edu
cation after the 12th grade. So school Has bad news for me .:~he only Hay I 
[at through ~;chooJ. 1-TaS in music ",nd mechanical dravring and such odd kinds of 
teJ.ents, I guess you'c. call it. Put--and alI of Il',y friends had the same 
prol'len more or 1ess. I'm not sure that they rea.lized that their p::'oblems 
wer(;) caused 1::y just b(ld teachers, cut they got in '::heir sh8.re of trOll ble. I 
d()~1tt ttlink there ~<lcl.S 8.nythlng~ serious, I mean honestly. I think the trou1-;J.(-' 
in f;chools today is a lot more terminal than it HaS then, a 10t morE! serious. 
I just recall one--my school in toto w;').s a disaster, just a terrH:le thinG' 
a good thing to 1 eave. I Fas happy to ge t out of that condi ·don. I still 
don't like school s to th::'s day, f,ood or bad, I mean considered good or 1::ctd. 

Q ;:hat was that story--could you repe;:',t that story? 

A Oh. the defeat the deficit thing, yeah. In 193L!· or l Cl--someVlhere betHeen 
l()JL~ and lC)3iS. T;ilmington High School Has then on Delaware Avenue, Dela1~,.re 
Avenue 2.ncl Eariison. "nU. I can remember:he Idds I·maring tag" s,qing ":Jefe2t 
the J)e::ici t," and. ori!,"2.nizinrr, dances and cellinf" J think selling cooki8s or 
cal-;:es, bavingcake sales--these of course were high school students--in orde::.
to defeat the defici.t. i'~OH Hhere the deficit ccrose. I Qon't kno,r. I don't 
even kl".oH if it was a legitimate deficit. It could possibIy have been caused 



? 
j 

t,bieving teachel~S ,~'~ec!l their bon:cd of oCucc.c"0ion's funds or c,ome"0hing. 
I don't knmfthat, b;t . l;ut they---it seemed to me, I got thE', impression 
tln-:-, the mo::itc,,' that \lore collected Here donated to the school to keel' the 
thine in oper3tjon. A 'bout ',he same -rUle they had a split ~;chedule. I ffiC[,Jl 

ths school 1:as much too ccowled and ",hother or not this split scheclClle v;as 
because of the crowding or tecause of the shortage of teachers, I mean the 
in2.1.;i1 ity t,O pay teClchers, I don ',:, knoh'. Jut some kids Hould st:=lrt cd, 
,/:00 1.n th8 morninc 'til noon :ltlcl mme vrould go from like JO:JO until LHOO, 
orirom. noon to 5 :00 or somethinr.. Tha.t Has also in the defeat the c;.eficit 
]Jcl:l.od, Clod I dc)!]' t knoH ift,he [',L'TO were connected or not . But r' m ;')urE; 

tha~~ -~,hc nevIsI)apcrs of th;::~.t da,Y \'101.11(;, c8ytainl:y ha'vc: this recorded .• 

• :J i.1vinV in ttl,,; center of :J,e c5tYt I gucss--I've been gettinc ccnfl icting 
r(:;])orts. ~~:ome pE~ople say th:'tt--Hbo lived in Hi.lrl'ington say that they ne'rer 
3D.;; :::.nybody "rho lookedUke be Has out of vwrk or never SenT any Helft~,:ce 

Jine:.:; or unemployment lines. vhE:rea1:'.: other 1)(;01)1e r.:cay the 011posi te, thctt 
(,",1 C-PP n]11'+p ;,' "-l'ml·c>y. Or ! JOn<Ol\r]l°>·lr ... l ')1°« Y-C'u eVE'"'' "'E'e "T1V'? _',_.'_,', -,:':>.,,,_, \-:.~~' , ... ..- __ (, ... /. -r. •• <o.,·.~L I r . !_ 4 .... '_~~_·"' __ ,1-, __ '.::".:* ~J .,'_) ,1. 0...)..-. ~ c· .j. 

,~ ,- rlon'~. Y'0CD.ll any. I rcc;l.ll people :::el1ing pencil,,, and ::.elJing ~q)})l.es. 
Ccut I think ,~'OU 1,'.1',i1.1 find 'en selling pencils and il})ples. I ('on't recall 
,-my tread line::, 0''',' soup 1 jne~). I cen':, 8.ccount for th2 t. I' ill sure-- I had 
a foelin,(~ ti1clt Jelc3Ha2:'e ';TaG rather reprcsentative---a Tel)re3ent:xLi"(~ st,;,~tf; 

:Ln the;; DeJ)l·C'ssion. It';:; ~)OS3j.r;le that thf"re Has ;;, little more mone~! fioat
inc ;"ronDe; here. I haven't :ce::-,ec:trc:led. it. \1aybe the y'resence o:t the 
"f2,m:ily" smooti:wd thingf:3 over ~,little. :')U!, I don'.!., recall tre,:'uJ Jines ex' 
~30Up line:', OT--:.cLnc] \"elfccTc F8.S not in existence, I don't th:i.nk, "'(:',3 :i.t? A::; 
S11Ch? 

f\ '32, huh? 

Q Yeah. There Here private cha.riiies, but then atou'S '33, soon ::1::'; ;~oosevelt 

l. Yearl. a.nc3. :-~.0,.C. HOJ:~k, T r'r:rnemC:8.r t.h;:J, , t.oo. T::ut Hhether ;l-"hat ~,as consid.E:red_ 
a:o p;lrt of the eLTort to c1.n:c'oEl t tho Depression, or not, (,,~ Oust to kr::ejJ the 
l:ums off tl1Q st:coet.--p"rol:a, a comt~:1.nrl,t"lon of 007Jl. 

P Thrc t "Ta~; n.S I J:'ecctl1 teforo my hirrh ;:;chool, or f,iCl~rt.:c the first .par'7J of ElY 

hiv1:} [3c11001 time, ,C!nd J do knoH--·I kncm of one 1:oy that I can recall, his 
11.D,In8 \'!DS Dunc(}D, Itmm,l Dun.can, 1r,7ho t~:ot invol-vE,d in the C.C.C~ It vras--it 
he.d a ~~2.d inHge, I suppose. I h;lven't Te.sJly .looked at it naUoni'\11,y or 
Joc'uxl :into '~hf:' hi 0::' It, 1ut :in lilY mind it had "l very 1:,''.<1 tm::.f'e of ;", 
I;rct -tOOL! 1·Tc.~-:1 to (~O. I men,I:!, it .. ~':a~) p"retty rnneh (t l:tst resoY.'t. j\nci tJlls 
pn,Ttic ,i1.ar e~uJ '~li.dn' t tnT!"'. OlJt any to() ;:;tel~11n[!. Eut I'vc: nc\!cY' 'visl ted an,Y 
C .. C" c:::tmrS, T thirlI-: tliEY d.ld_:3 lo-~:. :)f ;"Jor'k in. mO~3ql1it,o cont~col d,o\Jru":~~(lte, 

:'!,n\;, yeru C2,E se(~ ·~,.r-1F: cjvic:.r~~!c~;~::; c~·~ :-'_~om(~thinr,' :,h(-,,,t~ rnuf~'c; have l..(;nn tr}!,:,;i:::-:' f,:'nC~(·;~;;"v()"r· 

s~~ilJ in . 



if.;, I C~l"t1 T'p:cr..tll t.Jt<.::l;l C'o;'n~lnr~ -l- .. " C-lf:;1-: ::'01:' 1'00(1 and ~'iorI~1' It. vJclsn't an 2,rIU'y of 
-tl-'lE.;:?,e people. ! T;'J'8(JJ1, 'iJ',? 1:Tcren't SlLCPl"'i.s8Cl. ~·rhE:n HE: ~>2"H t~C:In, ;';,8 I recaJl~ 
They I'T8:!.:-'E-) r,~l th8::' '-\ ccmrr:on 2)ir~ht. '~~hey He~:,,--'f;n' tapE; st.. ;3,rlc.l trley ~'J'eren 1 t--a.[~ 
I ,,':1,:/, the::", Heren't :0, i;re2'c Many 0: them, 1::ut there Here enough of them 
so th;::d, the kids Here not surprised to see them, c"cceptcd them. 

[ T n2..ucli.1:~l e 1 

II, GenerA.TIy my F'am:Lly Noula gi'rE' them ~30methi_n"j; to eat, yeoh. Ano ;-1J r:;o--;:H:d 
T can't. prove -t:1j ,3, tu t I can ,]ust I'eme mber the impre:3sion. I came from a 
tel~rl t~1 e -fam-i ly, tr--J~ \,ray, hor1':'i-~;le l~igots I' There 1-Tere no l-Tef,roes Inci.
di~n-L(_JJy in this p2rade of peopJe Hho ca,me, or this group o-C people 1{ho used 
t,o con:8 It~ l-J'2'sn' t, :really a pc'.Y'ade, 'cut I can't :r'(:!calJ there being cl,ny 
lTec:roe~; involved in it in my neigh-borhood--pro1:::a1:)ly in ot,her neighlorhoods 
trH-3I'f? ITere. ""ut I can recaJl p80pJ.", tel1inf' me, or maybe my fami12: telling 
me, that i',' s no Good to rr,ivF>,hese people food because thf:;:Y 'llt.hroH it 
;:t',JiLY. knd I SUPPOSE th(],Y had [;een 'em--they ,'ian ted money, of course, \,hi(-;h 
iE': ce:ctclinly (J. jot nicf,"r to ;vLve than fooel. It ,3toref~ a lot more easily. 
"ut. I think C.,he jml!ression amon{~ m.Y f',,:,mily Has tb::',c, thEe;y Hculd hl:} linlo_c 
;,{it:l i , Hhlch T'JaS a t~e:Cl~il:·lf.~ L111ng t,o me. 

;~ "'!he ;':r:[~:co(:;s or' ·t~1.1(:;--(:J.ny k:i.nd.? 

1~ l\~o 1 t,I-"le se v-ierf~ ~-lhl -ce s 1 IJer~{'oes '(lere reaJ.Jy not ve'rj PJ~(~v-al errL, (lS I say, 
in my nei[:hbo:r'1··100(l.. It H(].S [J;ln~o:· .. )t--1L ira,s, a,s ~i matt(~r of .fact, :.:.~ li1y
\·,:hl ~e nE:~Lfl-,;,l:orb.oo(l 1 J. ived in. j\nc1. people--yiel1, ;-'7hi te colJ ;'3..1"' 1·!orkex"s e,ncL 
;':' coupln of doctors an':].. . t;ut I can' t recall I'There the nearest-- I guess 
'~hc ne2',:cc;st black people- Here six, eight, ten bJ oeles 2Hay from nth an,:;~ 'Ian 
-Suren at that time, And at that time -" ilmincton HctS very bigoted and '--icry 
han: or: the Eeg::'o, I can".:- ima;~:ille -Unt the :'1C[;ro didn't have that much 
harcler time th;:U1 tbe HIli te mar: durinc the Depression . Pu ~ I wasn't exposed 
t,o 'em. They never \{eJ1c to school. They Here never in school lihen ~t: via~3 
in ~3chool--in the ·;.i.lmington ~;chools, There HaS no ;iegro8s in the school::-, 
':,~hcl t .~ Hent to. 

~2 T"hirt!;,:,{WJ1 there, He'.:" onE': Eecro high school I think in :.J 11mincton, 

A feaJ1, '~owan' IHgh. That took ca.re of aLL the ;Tegr08s :Ln c,cnool, T mean that 
·'-~ook, CEtl"'e, If Y01J kno\,-,". .r·j~ you vJcn~: to bjR/?;h school :~n(l you '.-1e~-:-,e a l\;ep:ro, .You 
HerlT. to H01J::tx:-d_ EiC-r~, 

q ,)0 2iOU romc~mlx:r--iiCJJ., a 1001: I H.".S r(:;aciJ.nr:: on1,i tJ..ed t~j-'j(~"irs;, chapteT "Th'? 
Gloomy j)el1ression of Ee:cl:ert EOO'I8I', " ;:;,nrl the second chap'::.er Has Celled 
"fThe i.·i~X-.-h_ile·r2.tlng }.)8:p~ession o:f'_~~"r(·J..nJ{lin ~:-(OOSE.y\rGl t 1''' Do you reJner::c:er ::-Lny 
"''''''r.1rno T·i (')~ "\tOl' k r ,r i· Y\<:) :]. 1"-1 ~ ! ., "", -f·· ,1'"' ., h _' h _ ",r'''l (_.. _.j ,,,,-I p: "? L'J."" .. ~ .. ,.1, .; J < no;" ,_ ldc"U(,l,.-___ C _. ,_,Q,nmo ,_,lO, 1 ,T ,en e 1.<_"" 8_.8'.- .,,_,Q • 

.!~ I)(~J~11\~,~:Lce--I rnz-ty l.~c: EJ''''on€:', I Et'L~,?" })elat·;aI'e and !}:i.lrli.n{;ton, ~cut ma..yl;e I JneaIl 

my fllTi!ily -- (:',S T :3:::.,'/, I:nu.i very yOW1~~ at. the time and rec'clly not cE'.pab1.'~ 

of eli si,-.l11C'uiE;hln[·--~ .. ye~(>c:,; .~~eru_tliccu_1~:;. Jel::}"v--l2.Y'e \~8.,S 2. :1eputlictJrJ. st(1-i.~~e C:~,LcL 

consc:;r','"a·~,j.ve ;In( I ti-d_nk o? course '~~:bey Hou~.d I1.:"lve voted for the d.8'.riJ if 
~he ?epul:Lica.mc had p~l~-, him up. I reca~.l "Then ?oo30vel+, won the election, 
the comr-_cmts D,nd ".~:'le~~h::r:'i,;a)c-s--;:l.ga,in, HhetheT i. t Hac; iny family or ~Jhethcr 



:i.t ~{(J,S rny J~rie11d,s, ~-h2"t he 1'JUIl cecauso hE promised. that, he Hou1.cl restol""e 

liquor, 1cc:al ;~.:COZiC, ClYl:j the.t it 1!;-:-:.~'; r~cnna te Cl na,tion of alcor'toJlcs. I 
CEUl ,remem~~;f::rr--t(lis sort o:C" penet~re,te~) thrOl1f?,h tll(lt dim haze t}1c:.t I 11ave. 
rrC.lcy Ij_ked =<oover (trlC;_ they liT~EY.l ,~~ll tJLJ ~~epu1)li(~8.n rresid.en J\-•. i3--tl18 I)80p1c 
'~:h(1t I I-rneH (~.n(i I :Jssocia.ted. h-i.;:h 2~nd m .. Y fLnlil::l~ I of COtll~se ;-=ticln't kLGH 

~_IJ~OU.t 1:~~ 0=:," (lidD~rt Cc~LL"'e at trlat tirne, '""ut I think the .. ::e81inF~; 
th'lt nooseve] (lid sl)rinc into some Idnd oj:' c::~ction--I can reIllcmLer the 
plov-i:l.n[ undoy-- I think he f.)hn~tec1 initially ,d th tbe crop Li tUatiol1, 
~~ (LT~Iflel"·S. ] d.ell' t r88J"1~l· k.noH ~T}le;l -J:.ha,t d.ld star·t.. ?,ut I r;'le2,n, t,D.c.,t made 
;~, ~~uroT I knoH amon~T t.ht: Tlepuol. ican friends, th2,t he Nas ,'lasting food. 
And. I think this 

focd Hcc.2- totaJly 
Gu.Jtc: .:J. ('~lt--C,::: 

lfa,s p.ro br\ 
U18Y s1-lOuIe] 

ej_Ll-l(':;'I' t}lG reElIJ.t o~C tl-l1.S fI'uf~2J,i 

Co ·Lr.·iI·OU~J)l. I 1-:1E-2D J to ploH uncleI' 
'1-':0yoncl thl~~~ .. T comr··('eY18n[~lon cit tIle time flnd it 

T ,rcrr:e mber , ui te ;'1 ~:: 1 ,.~~. 0 f ::;"rd~i I)~:tth,I ~o thn V1Jy 10 

thFlt most 
{~oocl c;di'blc: 
;lroused 

~''';'i'".~--O'~ COUI'se, ~IOUY motJ"lt:;r 8.l~<;.1Y:·; had. Et sDJ"o.ry corning in, l:einr' c SCl.-tOoJ.
terchcr, ?ven thou/'h they did cut the teachers' PAY, 

n3CC:~:;S{11",f thE·.n 

t,}1F; t 111'(;6 ~:)' r; • l"'ut ses 

~jhe :'[(13 (.~, ml1!'.::;ic te::'l,cher cl.nd (:'.. 'I.ittIc? le~3s 
]~~link pa·c~t o~7' the J)epJ~e~:3s1on, though, ;~;rle did 

H11~:,t J 2'"J~)an, her s:peci;ll "HaS music (i>.r~c1 :::;hp V;Z:lS a 
r-~usic [',cachc<t:. P. ncl t}~~c 2,alcLry lb.c-!. t ~;hG ,I hr:l/l. no H3,Y of cor1p,::~):-inr~,:--- I 
d.idn t t I::no:,J l:,~:lat othe}~ r.~eorJ e He~re r,JiF,klYl,:?; 11 T a.l~.,](.:.~/ s ·;.:.ssumec] tl"lr!~ t 1 t \fJ;3.S :~ .. n 

l.L.te c" T rec[.'L1. noL tel i.cv.~!if' her "hell he coulcln' t a.:i':['o1:',j thts 
()J~ could.n' t ('j.:ffo::cd tl.'l.::,t. Li,sed -~·,o [1;0 on V8,C~'t :::'10n to CC8an Ci It \.[.;:,E3 

'), E)()Tt o.c· ::) collective; c~,r·r(3_iJ"'--1.1nc18~,::, ],n(~ allnt,~:; ~rJ01.l1d. C'et a.n FLgD),:'t.-

merr1.:, ~'.nd ~:Ic:tcl ',:,'j'1 cror:d. :in tb.~~T·(;--Ccean Ci-:',Y" , ~~(::~H ~Tcrsc:y . .c\rH; onf; uncle 
OI' both ('~eneral il?d a C2,r aEc:. l;e' d~ DJJ r:o 1n the: t C£JJ:" 11 p,.r:::i i t ~"Ta2, aJ.~"Jays 
e., d.C2.J, l,Jhetl'ler ~'H:') H:::n:-e {::oin{< to t'e ~..:.,tJ.e to CO on V;3..c<.;.tion for a }reek 
a.L ()C8cJJ1 City. And thgt >12.'; OUT travr.:l fOT the yeDT. ~: rememt.;()l' tbiit. Pne 
tl1~.t l;3)2, ltp to ffiE)yte 1I3::Yt J11t ~~JC ctl-"·:t:,ys nL;:J,d to co in m~y uncle's C:.l.~C, 
\,re ne\,l"G,l~ hn,Q a ca,r. i:,:a.t teJ~ o·~':"> i'act, no 2o(i~T krH,:;~'J hO"t{ to ci:rlve ill tli_G r'lOU~3t~ 

1..h(1.1:, I lived Ll--·thc: ':~hrec c',dult,~3, of course, didn't. knoH, and lfe Viere too 
:/OUll{I' • 

Did -':.hi.ng::3 ever seem, Hell, cUd things SE;cm to improve a:3 tbe years Hent 
on? 

j\ ~)o ~rcrl. e,Gl'\: if tJlin{:..'s iInp:r'oved 2,S a f.:lmily group, (1.0 you. mean tne economics 
of :'j-1C fc.tnrily, Ol'" fr .• Y 0'-111 persona.,I __ economics? 

A 1:1':ink the economics of!:he familY--vJel1, T!~hil1l< t.he economics of the 
C;unily pro b,cJy improvc,d firs·:, ljec2-lis8 (;f this tusiness of --·thefamily bad 
?~ :::;t2.t:i.onery store ",hieh started. to--bL,cl good rc::,ason to catch en and exrand. 
Ltn:} ·:~C In~~J:e mone.y. .A.l1d m~l ;'l;Jnt ~{o::L~ked fo.r thn t and. v.fas part of tha t corp()r·~ 

~1,Uon .30 t'rc<-Jt SitUi3.t ion ,:;tc:.rteri to look up. Put our ph;ysical situiLtjon 
d.lc~.n • t c]1.r:n(~o, It nlc~,y hcrve--there Tnay h~~.ve l~een mOTe mane,] corrin{~ in in 
LilC t-a:rJ:: , t1.1t ~·l.{~:lin, t11e ~f':cuC2~li ty ~~i t--T>.;e ne~.fer spJ ure:ed an(~. moved. to c~, 

LiCf.:ex: hO'use 01" <:1 .. ne',-.[ hou.se or f~v'en had lo"":/ter clothes. T;i e seemE:c to (~J.

\;,Ta:/s l~r: ... .,r(:;r:y c8.,~ceful, just sort or ~,tutomatlc[J,11y, not to spenci money, :-Chc 
thir .. ,? to cl0 Hould l:(~ to not spencl :L. I.: yo u 11(Ld i , .yc)"u IJu-L i ·1~.. .in tilt; 

O~[' ~rou'd l~;-Uy stc(~I\: ~,'~'i·~J.l it. or someth.i.nr~. i\.nd if you tlave .it, It,'~3 CJ. 



t "fnl1 , I -!.~hirlI: ~'[hen the money, ',:nen t.J1C ecorl0mJr of the country cbant;e~lJ the 
food t1:1at 1·:8 n.te Ha:.:;n't. tT::~eatly .irI1~p~co\Te(2_. And. i.t ),;as neVG1-:' ~:,·":].cl, b·u.t i:/ 
nE~"'/eI~ r;o t muc~~ 1J t2tte:t"", either, you. knot-;. I think trt8:;r jllS t {;ot in 0- ria l::j_t 

of be' n,'2: fnwnJ rcu-Id l',ryirw:'o S;:l,VC thinf~s 3.nrl eat1n[~ on ct very modci;t scalp 
'" .. ne dre c~sinr mode:.:: tlYctncl C()ns2r'1a.":i vel:,r cmd spendinp; consorva ti 'Ie ly . }. nc.' 
>ll'C'n the m()TI"~'y ('at ci. Ji.'~tle Joose.rC]}xl Cl. little oa;-3ie::.~ to come >;y, or UWl'( 
1,'J:lS mOJ'e O~~:"' it, t1-18 cf)!1S(;:',1"'/8.tism 8.:1(i. thA meche.nics of spen(lin{:~ an(~ li 
Lt,8.yed the c',2.me, renE';y(lll y . They T."eal1y (~idi1' +, change. And. thi:-l ,c'u:r 

:;-~.e1Ia.!~t thC'.t I mentjone(~., i:'~ ~rou t::Llk to him. hr> ma~: illustrate thL:, oven 
j-:ette.r" th{,tn 1 h~::.vr;. Cncr; you h;::cle hac~ tllj,E not: ::~n of s2.ving Cl,nd l)elng' f::~ut?:al 

'mc' r:c,1.l1f- c2n?:~ul, i+ '2 a li'lt-:i+, it'E; 2. pcr:::,ond.ity trait :~hjch '" let of 
}1fJoJ:J;,e just-, don't out of', they jU:3t ccntinuc t~1at ,·ra.y, re{!;arc:.lu3s ()"~' tho 
;-lmounr> of rr:on(~:~~l [,hn,Y hnve clvaile,1:;lE.' ~to the.:n, the,? 1'Ton't chant\€'. An·j tha.t'E, 
T UL1. nk ',.Il:a t h,',pp('?ncd to [J~' f'arLiJ y . r~r (niD person2} cccnomy--econonic 
~3t2,tU2-""'H~1.S T~(l ther :~.:rduous, (=l.ne]. I z'ecil1.v (1.10.11' L :38c-.;m to caT'e. T :·~ot. ina_triAc': 
1:1. '}t.1.--o:;~~ Gour~,c you'X"0! no;.~ 1n~.t-~=_-'~~E~t(!f._ 1n th;:3t ~:L!-'(-:?(::' :·~e.:rond_ ~·~;.1:'lt:'J r ?·UJ:?:~~s., 
'1.(~ I ~,:;::,t3--oh, T l';-a~~:; sinc~l(-; f 0:;' cou-cc~e, ~~i_l1 dlJ}:-'irl[,' the J~ep1."'e;:.si()n, :- -, .. {.~": ~~\ 

very ,;'Olm~. :-\r: Il,\' o~,m flnar:cL;;_ ~:'l,(:t:.U:3 \'i2_S VC':,'/ 1;;::.6 for ,i. vC"'Jl0llf' Ltt'e, 
:·'.nd. J. :=:f;e.r(ied_ t,o h(~,v('. not min()F<t t30mehol·T, }: T'8r:.ll,Y d:1Jin t ~~ C~tre t T iJa,C1. ,50:: 
(j,nd I (?J_~"J;iy;:>--tt 1'JQ:3 ~] Y::;2.Y' af';'~e1~ hi,~~~h school ~fncn T f~ot my fi:cs:.·~ jol':--l 
1T()~:·kt·~(~_ ::3·i.ec:~;~d:iJ: .. - rq1c1. :='ve IOT~~~e'~1 st{:;;1,{1:l.1~'i ever s5n.c(:~. An( fc.r G~lXly, m::-tn~l 

-'m so;:t of cUY'ioll::;: lout U'lLo~'Tllrc:Jj Hbicb st;:·yerJ \-rjth peopJe O/let' 
:-:.r'.,Y ;iOE1" rn()-~·hf.,-,.~,f~3 c:enE~rri,ti()n. Tt'~~.; .in T'f":\/G~cse Hit}:. th(~ next p.'enc·rc,.tion, 
':1t}1 ~~r.1G I!r-:,ttl:>5_a!_i~:)rrl thr~,t poopJ 2 of :C f)leSS :you:c r,[~c or mayl~e c:. Ii t.tJJ'; 
{! J.."L"-~::. '~~:c,yi~'lt'~ tc--:,:;,n( 1-101 ~c ic? eo. of' r~:9 t ti nr,' secu.i~·i. ~-"y :·Ja::.; hcLVinC t ,you kno v'" 
;_~ L }:ouf_:e', t:1{) c.':=trs It 

I know that it exists. 
dcn'<. ~::;ecn: -: .. C 1.~:; (""'.l-:;-:.f; "'-~O gul~. !1}r __ .f 1:(,2.11:1 ha"Ie.rl't {"iven i-:, nllJ.ch ~ .. hc1...~-i 
I'm sure +.l:~.:., i.}1C' r~,}lOCt'7 of ';J'l8--m::~ ':-: not r. rer~~on'~~ O',rI1 personcLi Ji~3(.~,st(::r 
c:x: '~',~'lci_7~' o',:~n po:r:::~o.tl~~] .l.t~\cT<. of m0f18,:', :.:u t to St::;(:; L.Le neigh ~nox's or to j'"\(~;'!(2 

in ~::CJe paT)(;J~ the: (~\~~~ Jcnccs of peorIc H}10 used to tn VQ1"Y f"leJ:"l and nO~·T h;:j.v(~ 

:;C"::]11 'qr:;, o-c to h(:~(:~.r Oj~ t,h~~ fricn:ls o~,:, h.€'F.:r of 2USt. non-:.L"'r·.ielld~·t jU~3t c~,>(:,r 

';iE'o}:le, ~h'it '~'2"ve no~r--ar(' sc~11'Lnc ;JTP]e:,o o.~., .l:he:v I ro se11irl{:' }l8rlciic:; o::~ 
'Jon't x'eca.}} any1":od.'y st.tt!'O~l~_nr 

-;<,0 cle;}.tL iy1. Je"l .. :~.l'''·:J,:r(~. T imctcire the:,! ;lid; im~.lr3.inc~ ·j18Y do \10~f. '~'1)t it'~3 
1;0 ::,~:f3 :9~:;!·son:1.!_ e;~}')eri~::rH~C th3,t Cc:U~2,ef.-) trt:i_c-; 1'.r:"Ulme thrc+" ~~ort of rro.kc': 
pccple 1,!7.thr3:'·'1.v; in,3icie thcJilcoe 1_ve:3 ~'J1d J:J..Vf.; on that scale. :':t';c-,:oo tr~rt<I"J 
t.l-1.e:/·ve been t,01d al~olJ.t .. -:-. I:lean., It'~3 th2..t t.hey Cl~1,n ~(}::t. ~.:,econd
L-lr' .. l'1C!_. It'~? ha,PJ)ene( ]- kncnr In nUIr:.·;:e~·'~ oJ' C2,SCS ~ :L th:~.n_~~ ~y·cu caXl stlll 
f'j.nd thi~~ Lirri ,e:r"'l··nr:.-,c(l -Lslo~.?hone 1. J ';:~ 2 l.ittle 11ke--I'11 t·,~JCE: .:~ 

never :;em, -l,o ;;jJ 
h2'/ in cex::,(;r-c} 

C~'~)erc ''.re people y,:10 Jive out, here 

~~'or r"j'l8 :i f~rl'-':::;.. r.l·~le:c'c :;;,::8 kj cIs f ~::,choc.1. 1:1d.s f ,;tho 
, 
[l{<L.\'G 

ton, llC ~,:'ec2.us(~ oi"m,' per~,on2J .. €xperir;mcec3 f v ,.c' 



:::'~nd t. And in their mind it's r:~ te:r·y·:tlj,'Le thine;. It';,; an exa,c;[eI\~1.tlon, 
r~ut it's an e~;:"fectiv() d~'(je~~.-~·.r8~·rt-.,. And I thirLT(, mf~yI:.e tha.t ~,;oulcl l~H a f~ood 

thin{~ 'C,O 1nv'8 te in :30!!~e(.;od'y eJ.se'~~, t.hesis, ho\·; mrj,ny sucu:Ct--:'cll1 rl01J:3t~~'live:::~:· 

In sense it's like the ef~ect of rropucanda, 

:ne2n, 

(~an. ·"0 -r,;:<lI\.ed to cl 1. \'Tho ra\TE; some conce}-:--i;:,;,:). ':,;he 1'1,:),8 t,~';J,kinC' 

;·::):out op811irL~ f;J,n a:rt exhi ~:;lt ou,t, on Fanc:roft ,Pal"'].:': thel~f}--out In--thc 
~kJ cl.1J(lre JOrt::>:mh,r, l~nd they Henb')(; to ;lilve tr".is n:::cep-Uon frox eli~ht, 

tc 'Lcn, (J.nd she s~:,ic1., 1t1rel1, reopJe <3.:re ELl.raJ.,ct to CCr,1E:; into tOl/;n i'>conl 
t to ten. nO'tI." This ic-~ just c;::.:ccl:! :in tOvm, you kno", c";li.;::; i:::; 

'), poc3h ne.1.g~h1":orhood 011\, -(-:,081-:'8. Ttler8' s T·e?J.l~,;- not too mucr', Yf::ason 
·~)eo_p1.el ShOll1d. Lc; ~\~~-"r;::j.d l:;;.,:cep L Hhen they pCJ_ss t118..t cJ.. ·:'.~I 11nc t thej '-cc: 

:,lf~c~·;.ic1.. '.: r.:: 11., ~ t1e SE~,!!1f.~ thi n[/ p:'."o hn. ~,·J.~:-1,:p~penec1 to ;.; 10 L 0 c' 'peo'p 1. G d i)~('1 ng 
th0";2 r~s:1.on, 1n ,:81ai,'IEl.I."'e :-l,llC). j~n otbe.(' stntr:s. They !:~aH ::tnd h8t3.J:,d 0(' 

!-,lie h()crort.ll~!_G hilrpCll1ecl j ,o peoD] e ",rca nsed 1:.0 hci'vE:' money c,nd H;lO lost it 
~-}.11, :-11.1;:1 rlol'; the.Y'1.~t; no:{ f)ome-i_Jt.in;'~ Ip::~s thc.~_.n bllma,n l:eca.use '~l'le.J hn~'t/en't 

(-?110U{~'I:. money to Ji.vQ 0.:.1. I r;-i(:~~1n, it ch(ln-L~2Cl onl:t,r--j.t ch;,:tn{~ud ~}lf.~j.-r 

(~eOnoIl:'~_C f3 t,r.', t,u::, in t.1'lG e:I8S cf -Lbc:3f: peoplu, -"2ut. 5.L-~-t~lei.x· soci~"O~ ;~~r.;at.us, 

l{hicr. H?"n prol~(' 8 1/c-:n ;<OYt.:O t y01J I~·.no~'-T, ~1a;:~ (,cstroyc;:J. j\nd. t..l1(;~;C: I)Eo~plc~ 

t,hOUf3pr~cl olJ(-::~"(';.), jet.: ~"~"no·\'T, -~.nc:: ··'l.l_ :)'.It it in tri i3 8a11k:, 2JJ(~. I -~!on't. r .. ("1.~" 
;:',n .. !~~'~oc;y "'. l-la'V(~ 1.;~, ~::ut 'r'II r:c"Tv8 ~h~:.t f3ecu}:'1"~:/J it'Il ~~~; t,her'e, (tlF';:~,2T:3 ~;c; 

- Jon't recall tunks suspec~, and of course ~hey ccllilpsed in 

aru! t~en r~opened. 

feaj--l. 

A I)j.dn't Ll13,ve 8,.ny l~c.n"k;.; .f3~il. ~:'-:'ell, I (J.on't recall 2" mistl:--u~;'L 'rOl'"' the 1.-::::ulI:s, 
r:,J.t.boug'b l~Ilere--Itm su:'~e t~--'I·Ollf!.hoLi.t tIlt) co'un.tj~·y thE;:re '.13.S a 1_~if~ m1s·;"~:clJ~~t of 
tanI::s. ~~u __ L :,~- don't x·ecc1.1~_ tt~«,~ .. }·1(~:r8. l:ut I d.o ;.-lP.VG (1. fccli.rlg, (3.,ncl T cnxl'·L 

.:C(;;:J.lci' rt;lTc"mhe!:' rC2csoninr thi. s out 0;:' G:'L Gcussinv it Ki. tb anylody, thL" feel-
of putting your monsy lj);:e (1 squir':eJ rmrying m:.ts OJ' something, ;c.nd 

VG.l"Y quio1':.ly z'~j1d secT'eti'1ely ~30 tn.at norod:r ~rE'3.11:y I-::nO-i'IS YOll h .. av0"' mone~'/, 

t:J_e,:-/ 1:I8T'O t?-"~"rc:~j.d Pr:;(")I)le 1·;culd l.:OJ::---LO~'; TIIOnf.</ o~c s"l-.fcc<l it froI't1 ~~,hen O~: 

['30met .. htll(~.. 11i.~, :L .5U2:t c,2.r:r'-i.(-:d th:r01J(rh, ;:~~~d_ i'~::, tccanl*:: 11:-·L1~5., iS n(l 
i.j·-lt~;·('e (::.:ce ])(;o})1.e t ;,,·:.S T sr:.:,., .~)O, ,;/e;],'·':':·-~ 12. ~~G_:!:-', },J\O t:/~il.;~ prac t..Jcc ~:J~l~:-;, sti}J 
~::,utom2. c_!~r;.;.-~ ';),~'lC~CJ~'LSC '!Uf;~:,-~ ~:~T"~'usc:; -i~o 3pend Jnon(~~! :;~u:::· ('~.D.'y t.hin r?: t11;<t' {;: 
not 



in a.n outH;:xcl 
.. ', '.) , 

thTC 

p, Y:;::a.h. T'm fju:'~e iJ-lere's ;?~ feeJ ,thouC:h I'm. not. su~~:-e thls. If:;--.:,:.e'~.tin, 
f~O![ethj_ng iJv:t,'s In T)cl;:ulc'Ll.'e ant1 h; not other p13.C0'8--1,,0 the feeline that 
my chil.d.YRT1 lTj.l} neV(:'T l'1al:.T(\ to {sO throug'h V'hi-lt 1 1'lent. throuGh. I r{~2Jly 

:-:noH thn_t thctt (:;xtC)t:3, I 'rc«ll~,~ r:c~n't feel tI1a'~ l"ra.y n:=r"~3elf. I c2.n't rerJ..11y 
undCT'st;-1nd. ~peoplc 1-roulcl d.o t.hi~.;, un.leEs LYtf: i)~~T.Xr(~~3Sion ~~ras so tra.~)matic 
to 'J'lem, ;':.Yl(l J t m~:(! l:(j t.otal (~:tff~?::-c;n t if =1. t x:'f)ti11 ,f h~aS traumatic f I 
C~~.;"'J. 11nd.8T'c:,1.c:r.(1 th.:1t sit1J.:--~tion coule; exlst" lrhE-: I;2oplr:--'\,--her. T 'dent to hi,ri} 
E~cb.ool, ~lnd this via::-) ::~t.'ou t '35 ~~o '38, there ~-,Jex'e ma}rce thr8(';: of my 
CrjJ::·n.(is--~!,Yld I l~n.G1\·--mayl"~e ~;O people T 1·.;ould. kr:ow, t}-lYGe o·:P t.hem had. 
?\, c::~.r in r-riCh SC!'100J.. One o·.f t[H~:;n 1<J(1,~; ,"~L toy I~~~om a ver,)-' Tich f~~.E";rl.l.~.r c)..nd the 
cd',LeT' 1[':,1,8 t.he Got: of :'~~L rr:an Hho F(J,f.; a p:lil1t(~r, house pain-~~c;~C', ::u1d aJ?paTentJ~{ 

11(; :rct~3 TTlakinf~ D. J.j.vin{(, 
thinG fOT :ne, I COlL' dn' t ,me: C1';:: tanc' hOH anyl;od:y- could have theil" OHn car. 

;HlJ J)l{~ll school I~ic1. ;'ut nOHit's tlL'.:: i~ule. I'n ccrtcdn, I'ather tha.n the 
''3xccp':iotC . 

:,J. c~D~h.. You.' rtf"; d.cpri.vc<.i nor.; ii' ~,rou den' t }t~1VC a car, And. in the su·r~LJ.~;.=S, of 
C(;l),.rs, it':3 (;1, 1 ~_ t tIe IT~Oj~'2 u[lc:.ers tcLnda clc, too, to hctve 2. caJ~. I mean f y"(}~~ 
(;0 1"av'2 fl1rther to go. I never had too far to go to school, ten U oc:c~, 
mn,yce. nut it \'Ta~' just out of the C]l.lestion, ;:end it H2,S one of UlCS(~ Ednr':s 
,",;~'>(~,t ;··!'8,.S n.ol::, CO~gj .. c_8rE;J... Du~~ I don't t}1ink tfla,t ownin{-"7 D,. hOllr3e--you ::;;::(\" 

OV{l1 il1p; a ~;Lg ,hOUEE:--I' IT: sure-- I guess tha-L' S e,l GO some Idncl of ii c; tat1K 

t-.hinr" it GCr-':.DJ is, rut I don't really consider;:; house 2.E: a luxury. 

~ .. (lOfl't. 1"'o;.,~'11}r me:i~1 ~ .. .1-k~t th(~L,'G t'. iDxur'~r, I rr,J-:~El .. n i>~: is a possession of 0_ 
t..hin;:~, that ?,:, foelin.r: of secu.rj is in t.h,e posEession of thin,?r,. Jlhe more 

./(")ll have, t<:1(l mere S(;C1.J.J~~e Y011 ,;} .. {'{"'; .. 

j~{ eah, T don't ],(.)!lJ.JJ· ,o;h2T8 tha tl"ee1:i.nc;, T JmOi'i it exj sts, cut I r(:2J_l,Y 
don't fc:C?J t~~I;:Lt "vJa':/4 I th~l,.nk tJ1f~ ITlOre thin2:s--m;.lY~:(' th~1~3 i::) E~ -c'E'sult 07.' tho 

j,ty, too, '.:ut I LhjnT: t1:,t.: more tbins~'3 you hceve, the more encumrerecl 
~l()l.l (:Jrc:. P-ril. reO]).::'8 thinl-::: t1-lC.Y have tJytngs ;lnd th(~,t t1'lc:y' Fll:-'e v2.1ua,bJe. i"!,u.t 
occnsional]y I've h~d things anrt I've trind to sell them, tecause I didn't 
i,·T8.nt 'Grrl 2.ny m.OJ~G, 01~ the.7 1'J8T8 ju,sL (lD invE;s-:'~ment .. thc:;,t, I v!oul.ci. likE.~ ~',O 
~"3h[Lk(.:: J 0088 0 ~ :lYl(} tU,l'n ]_nto mOD(;Y, and. it he.S ~'/e~['=/ (1 i.ff1cu1 t to 881,:_ tllincs 
t}1(~.t, :lOu. l-l.c<?el! It ~;(y~~t of ncg~ates--to met ? ... nYI'I;·.lYf it negi.:l."t.2S trllE ft?c.lin,g 
of ,".neuJ':l :::1- ',: :urr':i.n,c- licuj(l mone:· jnto i30mething that's not ncgo;:L:lble. 

j\ 1~cL(;.:1.c i:3 not, e1' c' telt~vi~~,~l.on ~.:~;~l 1s no. L:ll1: ~l/ hOUS8 is !.'~:J:?L1J'y ;:l,n i.n-· 
?e~~ t~me~1.t, I thl nk.. In th2"t 218nCin, in tbe monE:;~J r")CrlLf:, It' s no~ .. ('" 1 UXl..ITY, t'ut 
'.,"ou. c:,~tn have (J. hOl:;.S(~ t.hat' s too l~iC J'O'-/1 .lOU. 



Cl TJi (1 you hn.'l0 [1. raclio i11 tho Ee cl ~LYS? 

A Yes, HC had a Atll'ateT tent rldl0. I don't Iznmi Hhen tha,t arrived on the 
scene, pro-o2 bJy J 0 30, maybe. 

Q ])0 you rece.ll i-Jhat you listened to? 

P L~ stened to Amos 2nd Andy, and--was it Lm'f811 Thoma,s? There was [mother GUy 
that Has of his ilk. . Ed'Jynn and the--later on the biG bands, I HaS 
listening to the hig bands, Harry ... fames. . ne11S of course. That's 2.11 
th.at I :r'ecalJ. 1.isteninc to. 

c: Did :you evel' listen to the fl:ercur;y Theater, Orson tJelles' s? 

P I only rec2011 that <;,s a name. Are you referring to t:le invasion? I dian't 
he;:1}~ thc:.t. I never heard tbc.t, ];n~Jl1 ffi8.LlY mz.ny yn,l.rs later on a recore.. .,.. 
can sort 0::" roclll1. the new:;paper reports of the SCB,re. I thirl1~ what pro batly 
happens, the specific 2.rea, that you' r8 interested in H8.S really dim and. 
doubtful in my mind. I TealJ_y dicln't have any sterling recollections r'l1d 
certainly no tr<.wm2,. ;'~v tTaum,~, Hc',S from other things, ], ike school and . 
~,!el1, school VIa,s the l;l.ggest prohlem, I'm f~tU~E:. I dich't miss things Iike 
roin'" aH:::.y on vac~tions t',n<i CDl';3 (',ne • 

':811, Hhat J'm1:'indln."- out ,d. th all these interviews i2, that--welJ .• it's not 
y(;;;:Jly [inaudible ~I.- • You lmmJ, ",hen I first :::t;-."rted the ir.tcrvie,"s, 
I htJ.d the ('eel inc from 1'rr2,t I J:'EJiJ.d ann. heard, th2,t people I you knOH f Here 
(~.eprl verl, de]}J'."l vecl 0:" one! -chi.ne: 01:' B.no tr1cT thi :rIg, and. in '18T'y l:;a.d ctl~p.i ts_ 
3ut, I've found out 'Lhat U12.t hasn't been ';he case, that cve:cytody--everycody·~.3 
e~cp8rience liD.S very eLi fferent th2,n evei:"jcody 01 5e, in sm<'lll Hays and in Ja,:('ge 

A iJ pl1, vihen you speak of dapri va ti.on, Hhat cIa you have i.n mind? J mean, 
there r s only a bou t three depri va tions that I can consider 1I0ule. l:e a trau
maJ::-ic thinf:. that the Depression Hould cause--lack of fooel r:.nd lack of 
she1 teT and poss.i tTy lack of elothinr. And the other tbingf;. the lack of (', 
Car i),nel the J.'1.ck of ice cream and--these things . 

Q TheY '!ere much more in the nature of necessities, like one family had a house 
and had a mortgage on the house :,J1d they never could pay the mortgage and 
tJley never coulc3~ keep u.p pa.yments and there 1-1ere all these tflrei:tt3 that ti1e 
hou::';8 Hould be taken aH'ay. Another famDy m:i.fht have had the bouse but yet 
not h~,d. enough money to heD.t the NDole house, so that they "auld have a 
coal 2,tove in the Idtchen and the" tHOU] d. be the only heated !_'oom in the en
tire house. Or some families he,d to rrOH their orm gard.ens to Gupply then
,3elves Hi tb food., c,nd Tarely had meat and more often had ve€etFd~les. or i:r' 
they he,d. a c'1i.cken, they ",ould have eggs, or thirws like that. And some 
peo}Jle, U18ir clothes v.ere very ~m:C'[l 8.nd their children's clothes Here vel'S 
Horn and couldn't <"f'ford nOh clot>es for their child~('en. Thinrs--necessitie~3, 
liT(e Loday, a ca-I:' or--l;ut then "IDE'm you're clea,ling i.1it::1 childp3t1 in tho.t 
err:l, also ice c? ... C?;n,r~l 1'lP,S t1'1on a necr~ssi ty t too, OI" c.1..rlcly. One l)e:cson -Lolcl 
me ",,'cOUt havin,';' a n3..cJ:el, sudclenl.:r I he had '·l. nickel, and he doem' L rencnnlx;1' 
from vibore it came, he mie;hi., have done c:.. smEd]. f":1.vo::- fo:r ",omeone, a.nd_ hE. 
l'lent into a. Cd,nc].Y store ;:~nd he toufh-L, all the cancl;), he could get for (1, 
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n jckel c:J'lC' r~ot sic!<. one of his memorl8S, ,;\nd -to a 
thnt is a necGssi 

A \~9rjlJ ~'Ic11 (Yi cour:~8 -to a, ·-'~~-.ve-,~(::[:.x·-o~cJ. ch.iJd, Lt nicI-:~:::;l 's L·o~··Lb. of C~1n(~J--
~;·ox." tl r;icT:.e1 ?--~::~iI J., H,\iE:;}1 nO~'l, C!ouJ.C:_ 1]F.; \: ui -te a t.rea,E~UT·C. ~-jo it' s pl~e~, 

}-l(~;I'd to re.~_Elte tha, t ~)peclf lea11y to Dep:ression ti 111as It iJrJ.erl ::Y-OU' TOE; tcilk.i.nr:: 
(J'I;out cL.ildl"'er:, t,o chilrjrc:n, (-::ver.Ythinr~ is neH G,nd. evel~ytnil1s is Ylced,.:;u, 
';>len tho,,/ H2Jlt sometb1qr,. the ren.som, and the dL:'flculties in o(~td_ninf; i i: 

a,:.:'c not i.r:r})O~t,ani:, it IE jl~3t. tho f'.let th;-j.t. t.hey mus~~:. h':-lve itt Sc) t.1':i::_:; 
baJ!petlS rf:;{;2XCneSs of v;hether you're in the;Jepression or not. Th8.t' s one 
o i~ my T)I'O '~lemG. ~',oo, ';C:oca,usc :~~". :r sa,1, durlng -th2,t time I Ha~:; quite yount: 
~:}ld qlLl'~',8 o.u.mIJ, ;:-iJKl T stu::;pect con~-:>"Lcler,qbJ.y protect.ed f~rom '~,hE"~ cit~ l:ad v~~()rld_, 

itr, ~,:)~y.·n·2 HO!.1e.n l~O cord:FE.~nc1. "\tJJ.-Lh, fOU1~ 2~Ct.U<J.J ,all t.he t.iIne, and -~.;'le 

'-Torl(l IIa:.:; du;cri'tcd a:; c:, prei, .l~err.j. r:1.e I)Jace o.nd 'He mustn' t do thi S :;lllCi. 

:'!(5 n~us·j.:.n 't do t~la.t and YOll JTlllstn't t(?,lk to Ca,thol1cs 2.nc:. eJl tr·'Ctt E::.U:.t>: ~ 

ths tifotry in your family, 

I' T th1.nI~ ~::O~ I think t'hc; '.Jee;ro, the :~~l~tcl"C ITEll1, c~c hoff', r_U1'·[ c:J.11ec., t}jC 

ccJ.t):red -'~!::c~r x'c'C'GI'ecl to 'era .~J3J of COU1"':::;8, the:. ';:~ r:,r:otbe~c n£;\·[ 1[OT'(1 to you, 
I'Tn ~~~Ul'>O, ~'Tf;;~2.."O cOrl;35J~.e!.'"'c(:. p:r(:.:t!:,,~.r d.:Jf1ni.tel~/ 3,]1 ln~~·c·rio:,:~ !-~ind. of r.::, l;E'aEt, 

"t;t.:::1: }:~:1thcr ac(:·:::pta;:l€.' irl vax'ions ~-3it<u(l,ti.onf3J dClmeGi.ic !"1elp, fo~" ir:.s~.dnce. 

Al -~~'1 tllC }lome~::) In i"~_ mir~.rton--l:1 l::,l.(lrlJ. e ..... class i.ln.inc;ton--;'Tould ~:',,~_l!'D.y~3 

}l.·.:'~\rfJ c~. 2[:I.C(J. toll.ct for th(~. co_~o~{'ed h.€·.~-I! to use, al1d. t~le.l :'IOtlld ne'V'3r c;a_~~ 

~l':~, ~~hc t~'~t'.1..E; l,ri-;-.h :{CU, o:~ cour;:;i2. I J.on't. I:n~}vr "Thetrlel:' o:r not Lhi.s :1.~:; 
nc;~s~o :~'DU (;Y no-::', I ,=,.u~:;J:\ect iL Lor.'t, Yut--dlU there ax'::? :pe(Jl)~r) 
\'?;1:) h[;.~}c th(~.-: [;,~,t_E.: ~~'.·t:ti::l~c1(;, 1.::1 =."C~·}(~1~Ia,}~(7 . .i~n(:. OrleE-' :/0;] C'f;t (3..01\(1 bc~l(y,·; tYiC 
c;.-:J:':-j}t rl.an" t>·~8..t'r- r.it:ct count}: .. ,.,/,_ An(~ ·th€}~·e·s D. lo-~-, of it, in ~j~i.i.f:linc<' .. cr:, 
r:~ost.1.J '::,J:l0rf:' '~-,~H:; oJc1 I>SOI)J .. e. ·I}~}t ~[ (: . .on '~, tJ:;j.nI-: -~hcLt had any·tl-tj.nt~ :,:) do 
<di-:~'} -tJH?: ~)e])~cession" It,' f.:; reln::-J.rl~.2,·!:Je that tb.E~ : .. Je~~T'oeE, t..J~louc;l:, d.:l:r>i':ll·~; Lr'lc 
attj tuc:_f: sha.·~.' J)(~op.1.(; -~,hat. I 1-:1181': 1--:[;l,c1. [~tout "t.rlcffi, it.' S ;'.1. ~>~on(]J~r.' t~lC::'{ SUl~-

'/J v8cl J l GC ·luse t.ll(;y Here cnTtainl.y SE-:·~ccn(l clcl.;·3s ~.,~nd. no t Horthy 0 F wtlCt. co~

~~.j.c1 (·;"}:~2.-: ,ion" 

']0 .\'C 1;~ lh ill;'- +;})e:~o cOllld. re 2T~r:) t< ;le~c de:rrF~ ssio!J. s:Lm'iI,-lY' to the Cree), t ]ep~(-F; s
sior:? 

I) C;.(j}~ • .:~ kno;·J ~~,t'ou >. s1 Tr.i 1 c.:C • I' m su.:r'o it Fon' ~(;e- - I :rrJ::c~~n, tJiG:rC' [) ::::.a ;:-'e~ 
Cl.t·:'1.~cr]s thz;,t. ctY'C; tal~er~ nSH af,-;2~in3'" th5"E, ! thIn]{ [;efo::ce D.i10ther 1)E.~IJJ"'ef:',~3ion 

(.'CC';~lr3 or t]r.t~,t ext.eEt, that a revo1ut.ion I-li.ll. occux', proi:;;:tcly Gnii"-::' tr:e 
HeaT th a,!_~oun(~. I can't 1 mt:1 .. gj.nc: tnc:;,t th.e con,l1tY,Y--al t.h0 u[.:h they' do SOIne 
;)reLt'j c;tupid th.i.n"s--T c2n'~, i:r,a['i_ne'J~l0.!·, t.:1ey l-.ould :;0 back int.o the :c;i::WO 

('OU d'-.10 c',nc1 ~:'oll\)Fthc SD,mt'; pa tceY'n o? L;.O j8arS (leO, ~'here have 1:een cJe:-
J-irc<~~~;·;:l.or:.f; ~~blc2 hGve >cc.on ~30~-'~-: of' nlpJ?G(l 1n tll~.3 l;ucl,l In t[:e :20 yc;:~,r~=--

+'~·v~.;r2 '~: T::cen (; cov_T'1e 0'" thoIn, rccf':;f3sions-~-.~·?"t Hh~-:.t point d.o ~:rO"J CD.!..} ~.'. ~~"c:
CGssinn ::'~t (;epYC~:3s:1.orl? 1\1'":'0_ Tjhc:;t1 n()H---~'~'ha t {'e; .• ::' t,he u.n8mpJ.O~lieliter~:~> 

~Jrln[' the Gre~t 

T 

l' " __ '-J I' , " nev{:::r 



1'1~i ?'.-.::'lJ to ~-;>uc~·: (~_1~»rllc:J '}01;,~r::. L:.l':lt to t·{:: \'torl\inp: Y'E:::rL.11,j' \{2;3n't U:,':e 3,n~ 

~3'ii::~1"', ~~~·ec:-!.u:~(-'I "'!f2-;;1 :..:;i,,2.1J. :':",~:c'er'1'Jc, m(':'~'~in{j; '2nOUch mO;'lGY ·::c ~.i.'tO ene 

t. Do ~fl)U I:noH '!)L0 pOYC8!": -cJ' .~.t t~'l e,~/ E' eJ 1.? Did th ej~ :r·t~lJ.. cornp~L~"~!,-t:-l (~ {~.o i',hc; 
r:,:.::: . .l ~.~,:c.i(;~:? no .Y'ou jcnoll ~.:.hat'? 

p 

T' r:~ not, realI~r 21U [Of:, :..:U+, I kno~,; the p(:;opl:3 {/(J.e \·;cre 1rJol"'king' E:,til1 l~aJj. ~o-,··~ 
~3ti :_.,~_ d~idn 't ::1.11 tr~e -:.r:j_11{~~~3 L'l(;} EouId. h;:J ... ve gotten in r:ormal timos ?1~oln 
:',ht:;!:"~::- iliOnGY t J i[na-€~ln(-: thnt ::;2.1a3:~1_~'~s Ho:~c--fcJ.l to (i, grc;3 .. ter lc~,r\~,~.l tha,n :r.\C 
tYl':·~ces. !'.'ut. t.he- pricI3c did. f.~o U}) on c:eI'tain thin;ts. 8erto.J.n 1 .... 00(1 :'"~om;nod .. i
ties, J th~Ln;~, pc,opl C cou}(, [;J i U 'cu:r 'lu3n-:iti0s oj' and tte~r T"Ol,le! e,h;;i}' ~,~ 

;VVE: enol1',:h . :::11 t :r t In not ,'Gre O'.cc~ the com:par£1 +j '1,'8 price:,. 

1:;1~? to J n2B 0.1:' '2r; tl!:_.-l~ t }r.~5_cc;s l(;;E~:pt; up (1),:~Ming' thc~"t period of prof.:I)Q,r~lt:;.'. 
~T()H r;u.c~l-·-"·: (;,o:n't ~'r~ca,ll ever l1c:(~,rinF'~ that i~r:~latlon ~,-ra,~) (J pro1~le;nt 

'~;~ ~~o, i ~ HLS ncve:r iJ. j?YO 1;1 t? It • ',-1:1ey se(~r.v~O. ';,c 1:8 ml~,l\:tng mOJ~C TT,011e,~! ~~l.l:.. tJ~.c 

A 

tiI18 , T rncc~,n ':J~ (3 f.:~()" .• te::('nmcr·}· ;1Gem":;f.l :~o--:J.r:(l thE'- stocI·;::-; aYl(~. eVE::-cyt~'-lini(' :::1..r:~ 

t:10'1'E' V:,C, G' lot o:eL"lstr:'ln:alt 'cuyinC in the c;tock:" i1.nd ill otho:: th:ln!;;, 

well i::':i.::: Hi the l'TE:'Cc'lltion .l',.,.-.1-
'.l .Cl.. I, 

~.:f -Lht·::re >rt3.S 2t1other (:.f:T Jresf5ion, DOH (Jc you think the .)'oun(:, y(-;opJ e ct .... tcda.y 
cculd (; (_~ (;onp;;, ~~~0d tc the' y()11r~g ])E:O.P 1 (~ (; f thE' '30 s? 

.'~ r'L 9 T d\')fl' t ~-.bj,nk "~he,rn' ;::~, r(;a 1 .. 3 y c·"n~i l:1,sic (~.i frerf~nce. '(oune ~J(~op.~.e h;:-'~ve 
rJ.H3,Y;=- l~c(:)n foo1.i:~b Enel '~Jlcy'rn st.ilJ. f'00::18hl 2.).1(i t~clr no more f()(~Ii:3b ·1-,h:?tL 

;'~:'o.v ,:ere l::eforc, I don 't, 1-::0'1 ic"VF;. Eoy'C' ;1cceS2 to more fooll sr. rT()pS--c;:r~" 
Cln 

~our Question, I mean 

8],.) T ~~lJe;::f: '-,- fshoul.d.n· r, ~:'?::l your.g peoplp. J sl1()uld f',a~y i.hE-: po')plr: tc)'!'Y1 

,:If.l. 8T !-,hF:: =)E'-nY.'~~ sf)io Hhc) .. 1'8 "10 lea r~) ()",1 cy n01,~. 

r(~;l.ct to ~lno"t~nt.;r. dep:r"::?ssicrl~: 

/,.1 I t1l.J_nk 1'Jhe11 p t30p10 t~Ye under 6.ure2.~. -:bat--\·~bclt T'm t]:--yinf.~ to ~:('iY, I t,bjnk, 
is -the .fi1~e"':=-f the r-ut·s, tl1e makeup of a (\U!TI;-LE tein{~ 1s SllCh 7J'l?"t, v:18n t.bc 
C(-:j ps ;~rc G.o1,rn and t,hinf~2' c;,re toug~:, tbe,Y ~'\~ilJ t~Ul'_"'vt~.'(;; hoo!: PT" crook ~ 
I'n;] '11 {lO --!J"~,in{-~s th t HlIJ. aJ.lo>T t.heln 1.~O r-;uyv1ve. )"yl T clcn'+ .. think 
th~l.~" the 30-ye(? .. }~-clc: f.i noV! c~,~~""e ;In.~T In.Gl~e or leE:::} st·,~"'orlr ~ morcL1.1y· OT phy£;ic( ..1. 
th~n tho JO-yenr-oldG of t:,e othoy depress:lons--or the o~her deprossion, 
hop(;flil!_~! ~'TG ''l1 n.o-t:. do tbi~~ rLt':'ain. 



12 

Q Put the younger ones, you ~"Gel, the teena.gers, :Let's say, or the eEl..,:,J:! 
twenties, you feel they are not as stront' or . 

P No, T think they're equ<'1.11y strone. r~atter of fact, if anythlnc, they 
should ... 

Q You believe foolish and equa.lly a~ strong . . . 

P Physica1.ly they should be stronger because they're bigger and they've had 
l;eLter di.t':-:ts, eenerally, in the pa.st 30 years, access to a scientific diet, 
an;f1,,'ay. So they should ce mentally and physicany cA.pable of at leaGt as 
much mayhem and discomfort as the ones Here in those days. I'm SUTe that 
vlOutd not he a prolJ].:lm--I don't feel that that would be a problem. But 
Hhen ,You're ta1king about the past generation or this generation a.s opposed 
to the prev lous one, you're re2.11y talking a ()out in the seal e of humanity, 
t.immfise, you're talking about people 30 seconds ago as to people now. It's 
8. very short span, one generation. There's no possibility of any genetic 
ch2.nge or vs-:::y Ii ttle genetic ch2nge. So they are U:e Selme peopJp and the.)i 
\'fouTd re,~ct. . 

I3u-':. ';:hero hetS be€n social cnange. You knoH. our fenerat.ion and l)eople--you 
knoH, kicls younger than me, h;:we l',oon l:roucht up in 0. grea.t doc.l of wealth . 
./-\ nd some people seem to feel that t2.ke afvay the wealth and He' 11 flounder, 
faJl apart; and other peol)J.e feel that, you know, in spite of the Health, if 
it's tiCken aHay, we'll succeed, \1e'11 do Hel1. 

":e].1, thE::se 
is succeed? 
feo you mean 

terms you're using--HcJ..l.th, Hhcl.t is ,·real th? P,nd succeec~, whitt 
J mec>H, to stay aU.ve, 1s that Wb9,t you mean by succeeCJ.~ Cr 

flourish a.nel h2ve 8, cig house c..nd hm cars? Is tho.t c;ucc(~ed.ing? 

,~ 1'10, T im(~gine stayinc" alive, surviving. 

A I tr1ink t11eJl vf'ould survive. I think people--t'he social changes t11at have 
taken p12ce are surfC'.ce things. And I mean, the guy's still got tHO ears 
and. toenaj_ls and they have babies the same way and--these things haven't 
chan[,"ed. And they sti11 need to eat. And wbi1e there have 1Jeen changes, 
ond some people--pa.rticularly if you are more concerned with material things. 
the world. 30 years ago wou1d be almost unrecognizable to you. If you think 
that the scale will last 10,000 yeal's, certainly there's no real remarkacle 
change, no remarkable change in the human hdne;, in the human animal, :d th 
the possibJe exception he's gotten 3/8 of [;.n inch taller in this country-
certainly not ir, China. 

Q Do you think the Depl'essior;. has ta.ught the country E'c lesson, taught tb, 
people a Jesson? 

A I don '.!~ think history YIil1--is eapc1.cle of teaching lessons, and that' f; the 
;:1::; :fault of history. This b:-inc:;s me to o(H'~ of my favorite arcumenh; of all 
time--I mean, noL of 8.11 time, but of my time. That is t.hat people likE~ to 
del ve and dig and sera tch around c&.ck to previous ti meS and come up vii t.h 
the:"e fascinating J.ittle bits of esoteria, the Harp in the woof of George 
\JashlnL~ton's joei';; strap or somethinr;, you knoh, beautiful thinE', (LyrC'S 

Ceerce /ashin,0ton's jock strap, you know, that's--someone's gonna write a 
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thesis about it. tnd it jus:' should 1:e left along unless these people are 
80 radically i,n need of occupational therapy. Put d.on't clutter up the minds 
0= '::'l"l€ Horld ,.;i th these thinC~3. lrow, if you could take the reason:: for the 
grea t Hars a,nc~ the reasons-- I don't mean theoretical reasons, I don't mean 
imagined rec,t~ons, actual rea,sons--you know, why did the Romans act the way 
they did, Khy did they eXl)and thei:c empire, why did it lose strength, why 
did it collc:,psp, liby did \[orJclliar II s~art, why did ';Jodd \':ar I start? 
Put these things into a mp,thematic8J, formula, and say, O.K., A+P'C, and stay 
aHay from the t.otally uninportant little things in history. Try to find out 
110., to create a formula so that history will do somebody some good. m,grlt 
nm; it does no tody any ,good except to prevent 8, lot. of people from t:r'c,du
atlnf. "?or instance the Cnivcrslty of I)elav?are--[one] ha~s to take a. course 
in JeJa,vrare history, and it t s the tane of their 8xiste:'lCe. Anr:!. yo:.! ten me-
I'm sure you could, but T Houldn't telieve you--vlhy c, [,uy who's goinc: om·m 
there to study chemica1 engineerinr has eot to I)ass a course in )elai·,are 
history 2.:1c1 H,':.tste :1 half hour or :,:'"n hour and 3 haL'" a Heek for ('l, year--lt I s 
,JUst unbGlievP,b1e to me. 

G It's teinc phaEed cut. 

I, It's c,e:l.ng pha:3ed out, yeah. And I've heard reportg from histoyiJ,ns th3.t 
the study o~ history is being revised--not revised, tut the method and thr; 
rei'csons for it 2.ncJ the methods ::>f tea,chinG It (:.re all being revised. I 
haven't seen any evidence that this 11<,,3 caused any gre<L'7, advantaGe, tut .. 

l~ Of 1-r1:.o.. t ? 

r' {-' ~ tl ' , J. J' d' .. 1"' " '1.,1 1 ,~ J:: l118, h'na v , lT~ 0111g--01, L 1.lla,U'.:11 c,; e : • 

ioU. T really ~Jou.ld hctve to t'e con'rinced that i t ~10uld "be vJorth·tfhile. r:y OHn 

thinklng of it n.t tbe moment is that if you produce a,n 3.nteresting story, 
?,nl~, mayce even you micht m::J.;\:G a fev. graphs or c2,r cha.rts or eqU<:ttionG from 
this--I c:_outt if you \{ill--but the tis thing atout this story is that JOu 
are at the Uni ver:;;l ty 0::: ]el0,ware and i:"" you do thi s successfully, you Hi 11 
r,r,et a certific2..te 0-: some kind--h'ha,t 2,re YOll after, your Master's or :your 
;)octor's? 

Doctor's. 

You v!111 c~et ;"1. :)octor' s (Ie g-t:'e e L and this vJill he Hrlt.terl Ul) very car(~ful1y 
and six copies of each on the Lsouncls like "G,slam"l machine c~nd it'll b::, 
stored in l;ome litrC'x,Y someuhere and fOl'r;ott.enforever. And the first one 
-to foreet it ~dl1 l~e you. And -shen you'll get a ,jot somewhere perpetratinr 
this hist,oricaJ. jazz on somebodY 81 se, and mayte even getting a studpnt of 
your,mr~T OHn that you can direct into these obscure channels 2,nd have him 
Hri ~,':? a thesls :';.nci make six cories on tile Oslam machine and stC>:r'f: i'L in the 
In~rn.ry ::;o:rr!eplac(~ ;;.TId j, t. '11 1':8 forcotten. -I1{ent through these theses tU<';:i
ness d01'ln U:crn in--cou:cse that' ,; no big de;",; 1, of course everybody knewG 
t11a,t t}-15_s 11aPJ?enn. 

,- -, 
LTn<:>11{'ll'1--'1." I _'_ c.!, • • ...... , t.. , " just turn this off. 
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