AMERICAN CONSULATZ GENERAL,

VIENNA, Germany.

April 13, 1939.
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The memorandum of the Jpv sh
you showed me was written by Berns te"m - *ﬂ 1om un
remember 1y dJlﬂ“Gtitﬁ with »e very peculiar Steiner
case, The alleged quotation is, of course, ”ntively
ﬁiatortcd. In typical journalistiec f&shlon he has
summed up a long conversation in what he presumably
opy" style, Its flC itLOLS nature is

sarly evident from his » ing ix *y mouth the
statement at "Austrian Nazi fff‘ 115 ask me out for
a drink" - a remark which is not nl; completely out
of character as ‘;; as I am concerned, but is an
absclute impossibility, since, as you know, we ha
only the barest official ations with the local

Bernstein called on me at a time when the dismissal

of Globoecnik, Gauleiter of Vienna, Lol zeneral incompetence
was the sensation of the hour and the gemeral toplc
conversation. Our conversation naturally turned the
"wnp subject and led to the question of whether or not it
true that a considerable number of Germans had been
Lg Auvstrie during the past months ia an attempt to

some sort of order out of the gencral confusion.
“JJUU that this appeared to be so and that from the
nanDOlAf of the protection of American interests in
general and American Jewish interests in particular this
action “wnvc a ntageous, since where it was noaJible
to contac of these JLALcials on gpecial v t" it wa
frequently 3 hx-* e to get more raplid and decisive
than from the appointees of the loecal Nazi machine
had abviously i -rus only past political
achievements, such : blowing up bridges and the like, to
account for unﬂjr holding Lffica, and who, because of
lack of experience in dealing with foreign offieials and
lack of confidence in the stabllity of their own position,
usually sought to avoid a decision if at all possible,
As an example in point I need only remind you of the
gase of Max Heller, For over a week we tried vainly
to persuade any of the new Austrian Nazl officlals to
take an effective interest in his case. Finally we ran
across an offieial who had been sent to Vienna from
Berlin on speclial duty. This individuval, Herr
daselbgcher, who lir, Geist states is one of his best
Secret Police contacts, complied with our requests
immediately.
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I most emphatically reject the suggestion that there
wag anything in the conversation between me and Bernstein
which was intended as praise of or defense of the Nazi
régime or could rea*ﬂﬂajl“ be interpreted as sueh, I am .
also not of the opinion that there was any impropriety
in discussing ln a supposedly confidential conversation
a situation which is well known to everyone and has been




the foreign press, See, for
e ldarch 12th New York Times llagazine
pro=-Nazi Jjournal) in w
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