Kexioco, D. F., August 29, 1945.
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Dear tfi.ndz

Your letter of August 12 reached me s few days ago
and J need not tell you what a pleasure it was to Harion
and me %0 have this news., I had been wondering what your
plans were and particularly had we been wondering and
goncerned with regard to the news we had had from you
about kime. lupescu. Your letter i1z not too reassuring
for 1 was hopling thet in the lower sltitude of iio
in spite of the higher tesperature, that she would feel
much better than she 414 in MNexieco Clty. 1 am quite
sure that once she 1s back in Eurcope and the surrouadings
to which she hes besn accustomed anc with some aspects
of life more tranquil and settled, it should go far towards
bringing about complete recovery of her hLealth, whioh 1
kncw has been of such cencern to you and to her friends,

il am very much interested in kunowing thal you are
going to lisbon and from there to I'rance, and when the
eircumstances are propitious, to Aumanla. You will
probably aot be wishing to stay t¢0 long in Lisbon as
you will be more comfortable in the home you have in
France, From the reports 1 get, however, life is still
very diffioult in Franece, bul as you would be at the
chateau in the country, liviag of course would be very
mueh easier.

. 1 alec do not have very much news from Rumanie,

but somehow or other I feel that the situstion is improve
ing there. 1 was very glad to see the recent action of
your son King kichael the king, who obviously is not
satisfied with the type of election which was being
planned., 1 was more than gratified to see the statements
made by my Governusent and that of Ureat Britalin in the
sense thet we would not be able t¢ recognize the results
of any elsotion that was not carried on under conditions
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which represented an expressicn of the real will of the
people, The danger whleh you have 80 conslistently per-
oceived of the possibility that at the end of the military
hostilities, small but vooal and viclent minorities would
make themselves felt was more then realized, not only

in your country but in others. The whole problem is one
which is exceedingly diffiocult to deal with, and I think
some people have been improperly impstient with my Govern=-
ment beocsuse it has not taken certain drastic and determined
attitudes at times., Perhaps its attitude has be. more
determined even and more drastic in faoct than may have
appeared on the surface, In all of these particular
problems we have had to keep in zind not only the indlvidual
problem but so many faeters in the major problem, and 1t
was only if the big pioture was kept in order that it
would be possible toc earry through poliey all along the
line, 1 think the pattern of things ls beginning teo
develop and it has begun to be more appareant wheh the
Government of my country made it clear that it could not

be disinterested in what happened in any part of the world.
This was a difficult decision for us to oome to but we have
been presching that peace and order ars indlvisible. Ve
have learned through the bitter lessons of the war that

peace and order are indivisible, Out of this there can
grow only one poliocy, which has to be clearly defined,

even though its outliines may not always be apparent on

the surfece,

I think one of the most encoursging things for all of
us muat be the recent developments in China, where there
is now comon agreement that there must be no intervention
. by an outside power in the internsl affeirs of China, and
there sgens to be very clear understanding between the

/ Government of Soviet Hussia and my own country omn this

matter, 1 feel that the danger 1s over of oivil war in
China, at least on the scope that we had to possibly foresee
it. Of course in China, a8 in 80 many countries, lawleas
elements give themselves labels under which they think

- they can work more freely, and so-called Comsunist factions
in China are not necessarily Communists, but may be only
bandits, Unfortunately some of those on the Governuent
glde are not very much better., The thing is that we have
arrived at the principle that in this big country like
China, as in smaller countries, the principle of self-
determination without outside influence or imposition shall
be carried through,

How dirfrfieult it will be to carry this through, you
know as well as 1, for you have such profound knowledge
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of these politiocal problems. The lmportent thing, however,
is that we are on the right path, Not everything is golng
tc happen along the way that we wanted to happen, nor ss
fast as we should like it to happen, but we are on the

right way. j

1 gquite agree with you that from what I have read of

the obligations which are placed upon the eocnomy of

anle, it would mean that if carried through stridstly
it woulﬁ be very diffioult for Humania to establlish any
kiné of sound economic life, which means that it would bYe
extremely difficult for her to resch politicel tranguility.
1 am, however, of the opinion thst these economic obligations
which have been placed upon Rumanie and which today may
be carried through with a good deal of severity, will’
gradually be sased, :

Here in lexico many things have been happening since
you left, but as I live so close to events here, you will
forgive me if 1 do not ocomment on developments in this
gountry. iy one hope 1s, as it is the hope of sll thoughte
ful people in my country, thaet Mexlco will continue to have
8 government whioch is stable and understanding snd whioh
will carry on in such a way that lexico can go forward
in the path of econcnde and political development in which
she has made gsuch progress in the last few years. 1t is
very probable $that the presidential elections in July 1946
will determine whether Mexico will go Torward along the
path she is now following and whether her agriculture and
industry will develop, or whether her development will
remain more or less statlonary, and there is, of course,
always a poesibility of retrograde movement. I myself
however remain optimistic as to the course of developments
in this country, for as you learned to know during your
stay here, although demooratic forms have not developed
to any considersble cegree, the demooratioc feeling is
inoreasingly getting strong smong the manses, and it is
bound to find expression,

My own life continues e very busy one. The operation
which I had in May in Washington was uite successful
but it was & rather delicate one and 1 still have some
minor inconveniences se that 1 shall, the next time I gzo
bome, go to either the irmy lospital at Jan antonlo, or
the Naval Hospltal =t Washington for some treatment, 1
fecl very much better since the operation, and 1 am sure
that it did me good.

1 am planning to go to Washington probably in the
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latter part of Jeptember, but I do not plen to remalin there
for more than a week or ten days, as there 1s soc much for
meé to do here. 1 am only making the trip because 1 wish
very much to talk over sone matters with President Truman
and also with the new Seeretary of State, kr., Byrnes, who
is, I can assure you, one of the really best men my country
has produced in recent yoars, He has not had very much
experience in matters of forelgn affalrs, but he is a

man of very broad experience and knowledge sand of wide
interests, and & man of gre t understanding. What 1s most
important is that he is a men of keen sense of perception
and of very great capacities, I think it is a very great
fortune for my country, and I should like to think for the
rest of the world also, that men of tlie character and
temperasent and capscity of Fresident Truman and Seoretary
Byrnes are carrying the burden of the foreign relations

of the United iStates at & time when she must assume this
position of leadership for her own security and for that
of the rest of the world,

This letter is already too long, but 1 did want to
send you these lines to tell you how much karion and 1
appreciated hearing from yc.. Ve hope that you will be
comfortable in Lisbon end I am sending this letter in care
of our Imbassy there, with the request thot it be delivered
to you. 1In case you may not have left Elo by this time,
I am alsc sending & oopy to our Embassy in Rio with the

rejuest that it be dellvered to you if you are still there.

You were good enough to inquire oocneeraing lMrs. Mustard,
1 am sorry tc say that she is not any better, although
fortunately she is not worse, ohe is now with her son
at wellesley., The most one can say is th -t she is no
longer suffering the way she did for 8o many nonths, 3he
is able to be about a little snd is able to play a game
of bridge or some gln rummy on most days. 1 shall not fail
to let her know that you made inquiries concerning her., It
is & pitiful thing to see a woman who has led so active
end fine a life and 8o useful & one in every way possible
pass throush lingering months of paln before release.

Undoubtedly iarion will be writing to kime. Lupescu,
Please tell her how often and how much we think of her
end how earnestly we hope that she will soon be fesling
entirely rit, 1 partiocularly appreclate the message which
she was 8¢ klnd a8 to write at the end of your letter, and
it is characteristic of her.
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With affectionate good wishes to you and kime.
Lupeseu, and hoping to hear from you in due course
believe me, '

Cordially and sincerely yours,

Gsi/eer G. 8. Messersmith




