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had a chance %Yo talk with him, It so happemed, however,
that in the conversation with the Fresident, 1 remarked
thut the Argentine situation was giviag ne, and of course
my Government, a ¢reat deal of oconcern, and that I hoped
to talk it over with him in the near rfuture,

The Fresideant thereupon lamediately began to speek

cut the irgentine situation and spoke at conslderable
length, ile started ocut by saying that the developuents
in the aArgentine situatlion had been closely followed by
him and were also giving him sreat and eonstant concern,
e sald thot his prineipal preccoupation was and had
always beesn the maintenance of complete inter-im-ricsan
unity and collaboretion which, 1o his oplulon, was ine
dispensable for the present and for the future, and cone
stantly more so., He saw a great denper thet this unity
mizht be seriously menaced,

He then went on to say that the argentine eleoticas
bad been carried on in sueh a way that there was, in his
epinion, no reccurse axeape for the imeriean Republies to
recognize the electlon of ¢eron, whose clection seemed to
be certain. e said that if these eleoctions were not all
that we might wish them %o be, that there was no basis on
whieh we could refuse tou recaunx @ the resuldt of the
elections as valid, and if Feron was declared elected,
we would have to recabni ¢ the results of the election

as valid, 1 =may say thet two or three times during the
sourse of his long rumarks on the srgentine, he repeated
this sane statement, so that 1 »iidu we may tuke it for
certain that so fer as the Fresldent is conceraned, this
will be a very definite attitude of his and will likely
be, end I should say 1 belleve will certainly be, the
attitude of kexico., In matters of foreign policy the
final deoision heas alweys been m;a“ the ;rasi&egt :nre,
and I do not belleve that saything eould chunge his attli-
tude in this respect.

The Fresidext then weat on to say that there was no
doubt that Soviet Russis wae plaaning to estarlish close
relations with the irgentise aand that there waa a great
possibllity of the Argentine being ir a position where 1t
would aeeept collaboration with Joviet Husslia. He 2ald
that there were alrsady indile tions of Soviet asctivity
in this ecnneg¢tion, He said that there were already indios=
tiona of srgentine receptivity to such aectivity, QQ.S&ié

hat thie sirgentine receptivitye-that ls, of the Feron
Governnente-uust be cconsidered at lsast in & measure as
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a defensive messure by the Argeantine agalnst our attitude
and that of some of the cther imerican iepubliecs.

He went on to say that the Uritish had not played
& helpful role in this .rgentine situstiocn and, 1s his
opinion, were not likely to do so., He sald that we ocould
easlily find the extraordinary situstion in whieh both
Soviet Ruassia and Zngland were playing with the Argene
tine Government, with the lneviteble result of disrupting
inter-americen unity and ecllaborstion. Hé sald shat
the situaticn belween ingland and Joviet Ruesia, and
thelr differences in other matters would not ioterfere
with both scuntries playing the ﬁo@ in the manger in the
rgentise situstion, as both of them felt it ia their
1nterest to break up later-imerlioan cellaboration, At
least, so far as ,amaahq was concerned, she felt it in
her interest to streangtheu the airgestine Goverawent and
its espirations for position and leadershlp. ilstacen
as this polley of Eangland was, we knew it was the poliey
shie was following and he did not see any setion which we
had taken whioch had ohamged the Lritisik position in this
respect, .8 1 sald at the ogutset of this letter, I had
not intended to discuss the srgentine situstion witi the
Fresideant during tais Cﬂﬂ?ﬁrﬁuﬁiOH, muek as 1 would have
liked tu J but 6 view of the Fresident's statenents
above prth, 1 falt it neceasary that I do so. 1 set
1arﬁh, therefore, at considerable l;n‘bh cur views and
attituuea gnd my own kv?ﬁb*ﬁi W(dyéus‘Ju with respect to
the scundness thereef, 1 sald ihat I did not see how ve

could sign a defense pavt with the preseat Argsatine Goferne

went or aay growing out ol it whieh "gontalned FarrellePerdn
elesents and which had had this proved coantact with the

enemy, J1 maid that we had made our positlon known on

this aspect to ngiﬂg and Lo the gthor ameriean Governments
nd that 1 was 1o agreement with this position out of my

Ride il -

ovn analysis of t.e situation and ny sonviotion,

The rfresident said that he would like me to listen to
his views, and went on to say thet, in his oplulon, we
ought not only to re¢ognize the result of the .rgentine
election 1f Ferdn is elected, but hiag we should have the
Hlo meeting and progeed with the arrangements for the
defense peot, and I laferred fran this that Le meant,
including the .rgentine, HHe ssid that distasteful as this
might be, it was the only way he saw out of the lmpasse.
It wes the only way that he sew to get an eventual develop=-

ment in the .rgentine in the right direstion snd the eliamlnae

tion, in dus ccurse, of these elenents la the Government.
2
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It might teke time but we would bave at least the hope
end & reasonable assurance of getting a proper situation
in the Argentine in a reasonable time., If we did not
recognize the results of the eleotlon, if Ferdn is de-
clared eleseted, and if we did not go ashead with the Rio
meeting in the not distant future, and with the defense
arrangements in thls Hemisphere, we would be giviang
Soviet usasia and England the opportunity to work in

the Argentine and to ¢cnselidate & situstion there whieh
would last for ¢ long time, e sald that the isolation
of the irgentine whieh would be the result of noun-resog-
altion, or not proceeding with the defensze arrangemsnts,
would give free play not oaly to these Soviet and Sritish
influences, but would also prectically foree the Argeantice
wovernment to secept such eellaboration, wiieh would have
the lnevitable result of isclating it from & part of the
imeriean depublios snd from Gs.

Before I oould inject any remarks in this conneotion,
the Fresident went cn to say that he had Just received
& letter from oue of thelr Consuls in the Argentine, a
man io whom he had a great deal of ecnfldence, and of
whose Judgment and iategrity he was assured, lie sald

that this kexloan Consul had teld him in this letter that
he had Just hed dioner with Ferrell and Feron and that they
had made it very clear in their conversatlon wit: him that
they desired a rapprochement with the United States. They
had sald to thils EHexican Consul that they were in a very
dirfieult position and they were willing %o ¢o a long way
to bring about that repprochesant, The Fresident then .
started te look for this letter in a drawer in his desk,
but he 4id not rind it and he said he must have 1t 1a his
desk in another private cifice, 1 resarked to the rresi-
dent at this point that Farrell and Ferodm had probably
indulged in e good deal of conversatiocn of that kind with
various people, and the Fresident sald that 1% was likely
that they had, He sald that he was convineed that although
there might be a lack of sinoerit; in what Farrell and
Perén had said to this lexican Consul and to others, that
he was sure that 1f there was a way open Yo them %o lategrate
themselves into the smirican system and to compose thelir
difficulties, they would have teo take it and would be pre-
pared to take it, Tor 1t was really the only path for them
to follow, He said that ihis sight be as bitler a pill

for Farrell and Ferdn and their escsocistes to swallow as

it might be for some of the reat of us.

1 thean took the opportunity to make a rather loang
statement of our position as I know it, tc the Fresident,

and
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and teld him that public opinion in the United states was
practically unanimously with the attitude of the Uepartment
ef State., I told him that it was alwost impossible for

ay Goverament, which had taken the lead in so great a war
and with suoh greet sserifice for the establishaent of
certaln priseiples, to eater ianto a defense sgreement with
this preseant Government or any ccatalning Farrell-perén
slencnts. The Fresident sald that he thoroughly understood
this situation, but that unfortunstely we had a very csone
erete and practieal problem %o deal with. He said that

we had to choose between two courses, Ve had to ochoose
between the course which gaeve us a possibility and probae
Bllity of iantegrating the Argentine into the American system
or follow a eourse of isclating the Argeantine and make 1%
pos:zible for soviet Russiea and Sngland to strengthen that
position of isclatioca asnd to meake the Argentine a definite
trouble-mcker in this Hemisphere and a center of all kinds
of aotivities aimed, on the one hand, at cur lastitutions
and on the other hand st inter-americen unity. He himself
believed ithat we had ohly one course to follow because it
offered the oaly chance by notl glving doviet Russia and
Britain thie opportunity,

At this polint 1 sald that, speaking perscaally, as
I 41¢ not yet know the attitude of my Governsent, I did net

like the 1dea of recognizing the results of this elaatiag,
which wers certain to be proclalmed as & victory feor Feron,

1 said that 1t was a difficult thing for me %o compromise
with prisciple, und 1 was getting s little tuo old o change.
1 sald that 1 had found that it was extrensly dangerous to
conpromise with priaciple. These Argentiune slections had
been played as a perfeet faree, and perhaps no comedy had
overy been bLetter and no ¢ succeszafully seted before the
world, It was preotieslly impossible, however, for me

to reconcile myself to the ildea of my eocuntry or thes other
ameriean Hepublises reecgniziang this faree, but I reallzed
that it had been played so perfectly that the situation

we wore confronted with was most difflicult,

The FPresident then said that he, teo, did not like
compromising with prioeiple and that he and his sounlly
were not aooustomed to compromise with prineiple. &Ho far
as these elscticne were goncerned, they were probably ae
well conduoted and as velid as sny which had takea place
in the argentine, He did not see how dexieco or we could
have any basis for rot recognizing the eleoticn as valid,
We would not, iu his opinion, be compromising with prine
¢iple any more thaa we had in the past.

i
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d then sald that I thought we ought to uuz";‘slu;el very
seriously th:.t by rescgnizing the eleetion of Ferdn we would
be teking ail heart out of the sound elements im the irgen=~
tine aad that we would be destroying thelr hopes, and
disillusioning sound people not only in the argentine but
in othsr cocuntries, 1 recalled toc the President that the
many friends whom he had lu the argentine were certainly
not supporters of rerdén and of the things for which he stood.
The Fresident sald that this was  ultle true ané he was  sure
many of the people who may have actually vgted for FPerdn
Iﬁ&il] vare not for ¢trﬁﬂ or fur what Perén had stood Tor.
He said that even if the J&JU ¥y of the pecple in the
argentine were sgalinst gwroa, and certainly not for the
things for whieh he stood, these scme people had had a
chance to make themselves felt during the last fev years,
and theyv had done Just *ﬂbgn.xlwn«- Tf.‘r. & 'he rresident
sald this with a certaln sense ¢f bititerness because he has
many friends in the .rgentine and he, like maay QIE-:a,

I know had hoped that ﬁ;qru %aa‘g be some strong reaction
asgalnst the Argentine regime, The Fresident B-ubi“U?u by
saying that the right t;iuhi people in the ~rgent!
had done Just nothing; that the Army was behind the QVV¢zﬁ-
went 8till; that a considerable Bectiux of labor was behind
it; hud that even ﬁ eertdin seetion ol cepital was behind
it. He repeat d the argexntine pewylu had had every
uﬁan te get ,ﬁ of .L'x regime on “ﬁVu¢gl pocasious and
had don othlog Under thsse circumstances, we
sould not expect znf 8t | rvaati-A ,éul st the Peron
2overnment in ;zu 4e future to the extent of
eliminatin, it, a isoclated the Argeuntine Lecause
of the "electi anf cx , W& would be merely streangthening
Yeron and streagthening -ertain attitudes which he had
assumed and would give him a ohance to¢ couscvildate himself,
He returned to the thougsht previously expressed by him,
thaet by isolating the @rﬁenzLur, in whatever way we dld i%,
we were glving a rree field to Joviet hussia, which was
slready beocnming so setive ,, as welil as (¢ Lagland, which
had no' Pplayed a Mapp; 1ole there, nud we v“alu be preoctically
foreing Peron to seek friends outside ¢f this Hemlisphere,

He went on Lo say that he hed glven this matter a great
deal of thought frox every point of view, and from every
point of view that he had examined the - rgentine situstion
he felt that there was more hope in a coneiliatory attitude
then in isolsting the argentine, He sald that by a con=
oiliatory attitude he was coanvinced that Peréda ocould not
last very long, ns certainly the Argentine people were not
in faver of autooratice mililtary Covernment and of faseist

ideas, The
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The unfortunate thing was that they had hed a chanee in

the last few years to get rid of the regime, but had been
gsupine, How at least thers had been elections, and there
would be a Congress, and there would be mioority representa~
tien, and there would be lumediately scme return to demoe-
cratie processes, l1f we asssuned g negative attitude if
Peron is elgoted, we would destroy even this possibility
because Perédn woula undoubtedly, ir lsclated, have to maine
tain the strongest kind of erbitrary at%&tudos and would
turn to extre-Hemisphere powers for friendship,.

The Presldent 281d that he had always been interested
in talklng with me about the Argentine and in hearing my
points of view and Lhose of our CUovernment, and he recog-
aized the sincerity of our position and he was nov disputing
the wisdom thereof, He was only trying to tell me that he
too had been giving this problem amuch thought during the
lest ysars snd thet he was cxpressing to me bis views with
the same sincerity end frankness that 1 had sxpressed mine,
He was oonvinged thelt if we wanled to see favorable develop-
ments is the Argentine, we would have to loak to the play
of normal fectors, and thet this play of normal feotors
which would bring about eventualliy & proper situation in
the Argentine and & return to demooratic prooesses would
not ba alded by isolating the irgentine,

i need nut tell you that thece attitudes of the Fresideat
greatly depressed me, but they did not come a8 & complete
surprise. 1 have, in my reports and despatohcs to the
vepertment, cousisteantly told it that the Presideat of Mexlice
has not been in sccord with the general poliey towards Che
srgentire regime, 1 have sald that he do¢s not like it any
more than we do and that he recognizes the danger of it
to neighboring ccuantries and to the amerlean system, bub
that he belleves that a different poliey has toe be followed
in handling it. If you will go baek into the files, you
will find that when Pedillie was Forelgn dinister, then
Seoretary Hull several times insisted with me that 1 get
Fadilla, for kexico, to make some sirong statements with
regard to the Argentine regime, Fadilla was prepared to
maks them but frankly told wme that Lhe could not beoause
if he d1d it would be without the Presidentt's approval,
which would mean his resignation and he felt that 1% was
more important for him to stay in the positlon of Foreign
Malster as long as lexico was following a general poliecy
whieh was in soocord with ours. You will recall that in

connection
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connection with the Mexico Clty meseting and the San
¥rancisco meeting Fadllila was blamed for a lot of things,
but after all, « Forelgn Einlszter ca not do things without
the suthority of his Presideat,

I have talked with the President of iexico any number
of times on the irgentine situation and 1 have, I am sure
I need not tell you, presented our point of view with
foree and with elarity, and with frenkness., 1 have been
in complete agreement with our polioy and therefore could
put all the welght of my perscanal convietion inte what
1 have sald in the Foreign Office and to the Fresideat,

4% the end of the cosnversation, the FPresident sald
that he had occngldered all the things which I had said
from time to time to him and in the Forelgn Offiee, and
that he understood thoroughly the pesition of our Govern-
meat, He sald that, however, hs was expressing to me
the views which were the result of the thought which he
had given to tie problex continucusly snd that he wanted
me t¢ know that the mein fsotor which influenced him was
the preserving of inter-imeriean unity and collaboration,
the keeping out of extre-iiemisphere influences, and the
return of the .rgentine to nmormal demoeratic prucilees.
He sald that while the views which he had expressed to
me were his carefully occasidered views up tc¢ now, he was
not as yet expressiug them us the views of the kexiosn
Government. e sald, however, that he had giveu this
matter so mueh thought frow the ldealistic and the prace
tical point of view thst he had very deep convietions
as to the practicel course we had to follow to resoh
our obJeotive, and he said that our obJjeetive umust be
to malntain sme:loan c¢ollaboration and to keep out extra-
Hemlephere influences,

He repeated that, in his eﬁininﬁi if rerén is declared

elected, we should reccgnize the results of the eleotion
as velid, He said that we should endeavor to carry on
more norasal relations with that Government, in the hope of
bringing them to & cordisl basls, lHe paid that he thought
we should pot put off the Rlo meeting teo long, and 1
gathered the impression, although he did not say so, that
we should briag the irgentine intc the defense arrangements.
He is convinced that if Ferdnm is declared elected, he will
have to change his course and thst 1f we do not isolate
bim, thet Feron will begln to make appropriate spproaches.
He said of course that if we reccgnize Faron and then
treat him like a pariak, we will not get asaywhere, Ie
said that the ccurse of gradually establishing cordial -

relaticns
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relations will be the surest way of keeplng out foreign
influences from this Hemisphere because Ferén will then

not have any need of soliciting or ascepting extra-liemisphere
belp and he himselfl will become interested in exeluding

the elements which he is presently harboring and has, so

far, favored,

i wes not ¢lear as to what the iresident had in mind
with regard to the Hio meeting, except that he felt that
it should be held before too long and that the meeting
would be the best place and the best means of making the
elected Perdn Government understand thsat it cannot expect
the normal end cordisl relations with the cother american
e publies which it may desire, unless it bringe its prece
tices into accord with those prineiples for whieh we have
declared curselves, 1 gethered that the lreslident had
in minéd that the Rio meeting could be used to bring pres-
sures on the Argentine Governmesnt snd that it would be
the sort of meeting in whilch the Argentine Goveranment c¢ould
nake the steps lLowards rapprochenent,

i sald to the Fresident that what he had sald to me

had caused me a great deal of ¢oncern, as there was so much
divergence between his point of view end mine and those of
my Governusnt, 1 saild that 1 ressined convinced of his
understanding and hils sinoerity, sand because 1 knew his
attaghment to latere-imorican eoilahcratioa and to eertaln
prifieciples, 1 naturally had to give to his views that
weight which must be given to them, I sald that 1 would

of course bring his views to the attention of my Government,

I think I should say that the Presideant expressed his
- ideas in a reslly statesmanlike manner sad to me there was
no question of his sincerity. 1 have always been convinced
of President Avila Camacho's sincerity and I am convineed
that his views expressed tov me in this conversation and

set forth ia this letter, are not governed by a friendly
spirit to the Argentine regine or even a desire to be
gentle with the argentine, but that they grow out of his
oonviction that 1t is the feasible course to feollow whieh
will bring us %o our objeetives,

In the rirst part of the conversstion we had disoussed
the gquestion of workers going to the Unlted States. As
you know, this program hes been made possible so far as
dexico is concerned by the attitudes of the President.
The soantinuance ol the progrem, in splie of many difficulties
80 far as Mexleo is ccouncerned, is sssured becuuse of the

firm
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firm snd statesmanllike attitude of the Fresident, 1 an
pot gelng inte detall, but the Fresident said that in
splte of the statements made by .mericar politiclans and
Nexloan politielians, this (uestion of workers golng te
the United sStates wae with bhim a matter of principle
and ecllaboration, as 1t hed been in the war, and it
would remain so now, He hoped that 1n my uuunury those
responsible in Government would be as little councerned
over politiclans, etc., as he was by sueh 3tmtqmsnts
made here but that both sidea w/ula kesp in mind the
fundamental prineiples iuvolved 1o this movement of
workers snd the oocllaboration between the two countries,
i mention this part of the coaversution with reapect teo
workers because 1 must say that the President has oone
tinuously handled this guestion of the workers in a
statesmanlike way asad 1o a most understandiag apiris,
and i he were mnot sttached Lo certals principles he
would not have taken the attitudes in this respect tha
he hag taken,

You can imspine that the conversastion with the Fresie
dent with respeet %o the Argentine hss glven me a great
deal of conoern and it came @s & shook, and 1 know 1t will
oause ocuneern in the Lerartaent, 1 wes not able to see
Gasbtillo Najera today to tell him about my conversation
with the rresident =8 he weat to Cuernavaca for a rest
over the week-and., I understend, haaever, that Castillo
Hajera is %o see the Pregldent on ionday, the 18th, and
i1 will see him shortly a“aroartwr. i am informing you
in & separate letier th sastillo Hi&jera is going %o
the mesting of the Jaourit" Council and will be leavibL
here about or on kareh 21 or 22, and you will probably
be seelng him while he is in tu- gnitad tates,

1 em not sure to what degree Castillo N&jera shares
the views which the Fresident expressed to me as reported
in this letter, 1 have reported t¢ you my recesut coi-
versations with Cestilleo Najera in the letters meationed
at the beginning of this latter, but you will reeall that
in reporting on these ccuversat iwhm with ,uat*llo ld jera,
] stated that he wes ezpressing his personal viewa still
and not those officlally of the Lexican Government,

The Fresident maac 1% very clear %o me at the close
ef our conversatlon that he was not yet expressing the
views of the Lexican uov«rumunt but, iz view of the frank
manner in which we hed slways talked, he had expressed

to




to me with complete {rankness and as elearly as he eould,
the thoughts which he had on this important situstion,.

He sald that there were scue phases of the matter that

he had not thought through but that we would most likely
be seein: eaoh other shortly and he uld not fall to give
ne the results of his further reflectioca. : :

Enowing my views as you
will realize that this has
to write, but 1 have falthfaully s the soanversation
with the Fresident. All 1 ¢an say is that I am sure that
he is sincere in his views, and 1 think that even theough the
Forelgn Office may differ with him with regurd to socue of
the views expressed, iu the maln the Vresideat's views,
as set forth ius this conversation, will represent the
attitudes of Fexico whiceh we will have to deal with.

1 shell not fall to keep you informed of any further
developmentas, 1 have thought 1t beat to send you this
information in an informal and secret letter rather than
iz & deapateh,

“ith sll good wishes,

Cordlally snd falthfully yours,

Gk /eer George o, Kessersmith




