THE TERRORISAM IN GERMANY

September 1, 1933

Dear Herbert:-

On Friday night, August 1lth, Prof, Manley O, Hudson (Harvard),

Dr, Judah L. Magnes, Ruth and I dined in a restaurant in Geneva. There Dr. Magnes

gave us a most graphic and poignant picture of conditions in Germany, from which he
had just returned. Never have I heard Magnes speak so feelingly. TFor nearly five

hours he related one tragic story after another. Every now and then he would lower
his voice, look around nervously to make sure there were no dictaphones - no espi-

onage. Every now and then he would say: "I forget that I am no longer in Germany,
but am breathing the free air of Switzerland."

As we were about to part, I remarked to Magnes: "It was my original
intention to visit Germany and obtain first hand information about the status of
our peoples Now that I have heard the stories pf refugeos 1 interviewed in London,
Paris, Geneva, Prague and even Italy; now that you have given us such a brilliant
analysis of conditions, what added knowledge can I possibly hope to get by visiting
Berlin or any other community in Germany? To which Magnes responded: "It is your
duty to go. You may not obtain a single additional bit of information; but go to
Frankfurt, go to Berlin, go to Munich = to any or all these towvms and shake hands
with the people. Assure them of the sympathy of American Jewry. You have no idea
what comfort these words will be to them." ‘/hereupon Ruth remarked: "We will give
up our other plans and leave for Germany tomorrow."

And so we went to Frankfurt. TFrom there to Berlin and then to
N#rnberg. 1In these three cities I aimed to get in touch with folk, eminent in their
respective fields of activity. Nor did I limit myself to Jews.e I had an extraordi-
narily interesting two hour conference with our Consul General Messersmith; a rather
confidential talk with fmbassador Dodd. Discusssd the question from every angle
with Knickerbocker, of the Public Lcdgoer and dew York Evening Post; Fred Birchall,
the head of the New York Times European ~urcau; members of his Staff; correspondents
of London papcrs, particularly Cummings, chicf editorial writer of the London Chroni-
cle. Yecs, I also conversod with 100 per cent Aryans. An hour spont with men or
women in Germany yielded much morc fruitful information and impressions than if I
had spent days with the samc persons outside their country.

Takc, for instance, my conversation with Justizrath Dr, A. For nearly
two hours I submittod Dr., A. to a catochisms. Evory question was answered with force
and claritys Probably no ncw facts in his rcecital, but at least five or six times
during our conversation, in his office, he rosc from his chair to satisfy himself
that the windows werc closcd, that our counversation was not overheard, that there
was no ono on the outside, rcady to break in and possibly placoc us under arrest,

The changing cxpression on A.'s facc cannot be described and these expressions spokec
volumes. Dr. A. was cautious, cxtremcly conscrvative in his statoment s. In rcsponsc
to my inquiry whether the morc than 200 Jews who wero arrcsted in Niirnberg between
the hours of 4 and 6 As« Ms (I think it was July 19th) worc actually forcod to clcan
a plot of ground by pulling up thec grass with thoir tceth and porform othor bestial
work, thc instant roply was "Don't belicve the story. Cruel as the Nazis are, they
would not rcsort to such barbarism."




"Arc you coertain?" said I.
"Yes, morally so."

"Have the lcaders in your community attompted to find out what actually
transpired in Nirnberg?" ‘

"Though we arc only a fow hours' ride from NHrnborg, not onc of us
would have dared visit that towvm for the purposc of making an investigation. Nor
would o Nrnborg Jew venturc to como to Frankfurt to roport what had transpircd.
For, according to a new law, recently issued, anyone reporting an atrocity is guilty
of treason and the offense is punishable by death. Nevertheless, I feel that the
story of these 200 NlUrnberg Jews is grossly cxaggerated." Nor could Herr L., of
Frankfurt, a fairly large manufacturer, tell me what happened to his brother in
Nirnberg. For all practical purposes the brother, sister-in-law and four children
might have resided in Tahiti. More about that later. Suffice it to say that in my
search for information, I sought out men of the type of Dr. Ae who would understate,
rather than overstate facts, and I managsd to come in contact with dozens of indi-
viduals not unlike Dr., A., intellecutally and culturally.

"No greater crime in history then that wvhich the German Government is
committing against the Jews," was the statancnt thrice repeated by our upstanding
and courageous Consul-General Messcrsmith, of wliom German Jews and American corre=
spondents spoke with justifiablc enthusiasme. From his lips I rsceived a brilliant
account of the political and cconomic sct up in the Roich. While Nessersmith dis-
cussed many things in confidencec, I am sure ho would have no objection to my quoting
(not for publication) the aboves "The Nazis arc dotermined to confiscate all Jewish
property," was another of tho many important statements madc by hime "How? By what
methods? And arc therc any actual casces of dircet confiscation?” '"No," roplicd our
Consul=General. Whercupon he procecded to give o:ne example after anothor, how the
Jcw, by subtlc and inhuman mcthods, is boing deprived of his busincss = his mcans
of livclihood. Messcrsmith was not roforring to the 4000 Jewish lawyers, thce 8000
doctors, the 2000 dentists and thousands of othcr Jewish cmployes in privatc and in
government scrvices, who werce being thrown out of their positions through dircct
actions. No rofincments practicoed in this particular scctor. I shall have somcthing
morc to say about the socallcd bloodlcss pogrom latcr on,.

Now, tragic as is thc condition of the Jows in Berlin, morc tragic is
it in Frankfurt, Munich, Colognc, Breslau, Mannhoim and the four or five othor sub-
stantial urban communitics., The Sword of Damoclcs constantly suspondcd over thoir
heads. 1In Frankfurt I had considerablc d¢ifficulty in porsuading acquaintances to
take mc to the parks, wherc memorials to B#crno and licine werc located. Their busts
had bcon removed bocausc they wore of Jowish antccedents. Reluctantly, did Herr Al
take mec to a small park vherc thore was a magnificent monumcnt, the symbol of which,
A Mother in Gricf, was rcmoved bocausc the sculptor, Lennc Ilkan, notod throughout
Germany, is a Jow. And, mind you, this monumcnt, thc "Opfor Donkmal", in momory of
thosc who fell in thc iar of 1914-18, was orcctcd by popular subscription!

I said conditions in Frankfurt worc iragic, . 3ut cver so many lcadcers
ia

in that community romarked that thcir status was onviablc by comparison with that of
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the 8000 Jewis in Nfirnberg. For that mattcr, any of the small towns, particularly in
Bavaria. It may bo notod that of the ncarly 560,000 Jews in Gormany, two-thirds live
in Berlin and the cight or ninc other largc citics; the othor third, in provincial
towvns where conditions litorally beggar description.

"Take my advicc, don't go to Ndrnborg," said Dr. S., a ropresontative
of our Joint Distribution Committcc, with hoadquarters in Berline. "I am not a coward,
but why takc chanccs?" And our own Dr. Maurice Hoxtor, whom we saw in Praguc, oxacted
the promisc that we would scnd him a message the momcnt wo loft NUrnberg - a messago
with tho single word 'Greeotings', mcaning that we worc safely on the train. And if
it contained the additional word 'Love,' it would imply that my scarch for information
had mot with succcsse

Wwith me I carricd lettors of introduction to lecading NUrnberg Jows.
They were furnishod by Prof, M., noted Oricntalist of thc University of Borlin, now
dischargoed, as wore virtually all other Jewish profcssors at the University. Lettors
also from that great and universally beloved scholar, Prof. G., of Breslau University,
with whom wo spent a never-to-bs forgotten oveninge Naturally, we had to cxercisc the
groatest caution on our arrival in Ndrnberge If an address road 57, we would ask the
chauffeur to take us to No. 1 Wilhelmstrauczso. Cortain that the chauffour was out of
sight, wc would makc our way to No, 57, with thc rathor oppressive fecling that somec-
onc might be shadowing us. No onc at Noe. 57. ¢ went to thc other placcs. Houscs
hormotically scaled or signs on thom, "for ropt.”" Many such signs, especially in
districts where Jews predominate. Later I learnsed that many fled with whatever be-
longings they could gather. Some wers in corcentration camps on the charge of hold-
ing Marxist (?) views; others detained as a "“atter of safetyl Still others away
from the city, as the Nazis were about to hold their Arnual Conference in Nilrnberg,-
a conference, which we gathered later from the press, was attended by over 400,000
members of the Party. The FiUhrer himsgelf, the new Germany deity, "the greatest
German since Luther" and, according to still other disciples, "the greatest person-
ality since Jesus" (aren't the photographs of Jesus and Hitler displayed in many
book stores in Berlin and elsewhere? And didn't a death notice appear in one of the
party newspapers that the deceased died "in full faith of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ and Adolf Hitler?") =-- the Fthrer himself was in Nlirnberg that day, and, natu-
rally, the Jews were fearful of another riot or possibly pogrom = this time not a
bloodless pogrom.

Through a strange combination of circumstances - so strange that it is
almost unbelievable - we came across three Aryans = 100 per ccnt Aryans. From their
lips we heard that on July 19th (or was it on the 20th?) Jowish homes were invaded
between the hours of 4 and 6 A.M., the oldest and youngest male members of the family
(minimum age = 17) wore told to dress spcedily. Some 260 wore marched through the
strcets and amidst jeers werc takon to some spot outside the city. Therg, thesec mon,
ranging in age from 17 to 76, woerc compolled to do the most bestial work. They wers
told to clear a plot of ground by pulling up thc grass with their teeth! That task
accomplished, othor crucltics of an unmentionablc naturc weore practiced. Rolcased at
the ond of tho day, they were given this admonition. "“If you darc reveal what happen-
cd horo, if you darc spread "Grollc" (atrocity) propaganda, thon we will show you
what we can do. Today you havec just gotton a tastc of what is in storc for you.

have been sont to concontration camps. Scveral “committed suicide.” Othors wero
killed becausc thcy attompted to ™cscapc“. Thus ran the story of the thrco Aryans
whom wo met under poculiar circumstancos, ’




-4 -

In NYirnberg livcs the notorious and implacablc Nazi lcader, Julius
Streoichor, hc who had charge of thc nation-wide boycott on April lst and vho was
frustratced inhis offorts to prolong thc official boycott bocause of the outeryraised
throughout the world. Strcicher publishcs a paper callod DER STURMER, contircly de-
voted to anti-Scmctic propaganda, so vilc and so hidcous, it is unbelicvablc that in
the yoar 1933 theorc should be folk anywhorc who would tolcrate such a despicable
shcete I bought five copics and would have purchascd soveral more as an oxhibit of
what sadistic minds arc capablc of porpetrating had I rnot bocn fearful of arousing
suspicion. DIE JUDEN SIND UNSER UNGLUCK (7Tho Jows arc Our Misfortuno) is tho slogan
which appcars in big lottcrs, not only on the front page of DER STURMER, but the other
papors publishcd in N#rnberg. Daily caricaturcs of prominont Jews with tho vilest
attacks on thoms Porhaps thc mildest articlo in DER STURMER, copy of which I had
previously purchased in Frankfurt, containcd a criticism of Prcsident Rooscvolt, be-
causc he gppointod Jessc I. Strous fmbassador to France, ‘'that ho may doestroy Gormany
through Paris.' The articlc wont on to cxpress thc hope that the Roosevelt Adminis-
tration would fail and that anti-~Scmitism would sprcad in Amcrica. But, then, papcrs
odited by Roscnberg and Goebols, namoly, the Volkischor Dcobachtcr and thc Angriff,
both with a nation-wide circulation, arc cqually notorious. For that matter, such
dailics as tho Frankfurtor Zecitung, the Berlinor Tageblatt and the Vossischo Zoitung
- tho throc greatest papors in tho Germany of Yestoerday, two of which bolonged to Jows
- must, of nccessity, also carry anti-Scnctic propnaganda. Spcaking of the Tagceblatt,
prior to March of this ycar, it cnjoycd a circulation of 250,000, The Nazis took this
and all other publications away from the heirs of Rudolf Mossce A million or two in
benk debts made it an casy matter for tho Nazi rulcrs, who hold thc big German banks
in t heir hands, to wrest the Borliner Tageblatt from tho Lachman-Mossc and carry out
their complotc process of "gloichschaltung." Glcichschaltung - how many crimcs arc
committcd in thy namel!’ Consorvatively, the Berliner Tagebleott was worth anywhere
from scven to cight million dollars. Lachman=Mossc, son=-in-law of the founder, was
told to got out, but wns promiscd $15,000. to $20,000. a yoar for his cquity in tho
papors So, Mossc and his fanily cmigratod to Switzerland. Within the past fow
months the circulation of thc Tagoblatt has dwindled to 25,000, Tho prosont Tageblatt
looks likc o phantom of its former scif, Now the Nazi press is waging o bittcr
warfarc on Mossc becausc, "through noglcet and mismanagement he deliberately ruined
the paper." By this time Mosso hns probably beocn informed that he can cxpect no
further incomce In fact, therc is a doirnd thet ho be furthor ponalized. Here is
a casc, typical of so many othecrs, which Consul=Gonerzl Mossersmith had in nind and
showing how thc policy of confiscrntion is being systematically and rcleontlessly pur-
sucde

But to comn back to NUrnborge In tho coursc of conversation, our three
ncwly forricd Aryan acquaintancos gave this bit of intoerosting information about the
cxisting cconomic and political sote-up in thc Roiches In tho Nozi Cabinct thore is
going on now a sharp conflict betweon i he Right and the Left Uing = the former repre-
scnted by such men as Nourath, Ministor of Forcign Affairs, and Herr Schmitt, Minister
of Zconomics and until a month or so ago Dircctor of the largest insurance company
in Germany. Among thosc in the immediatc ontourage who belong to the Right Ving,
though not mombers of the Cabinct, arc Schacht and Thysscn = tho latter onc of the
looding Germon industrialistse Thosc mon have virtuelly porsuaded Hitler that if the
Reich is not to collapso, he must scrap the cssential foaturcs of the cconoizic pro=-
gramme issucd by the Notionnl Socialists in the pro-office dayse. So there have beon
cbandonod such notions ws the broaking up of big cstatcs; intorferonce with tradc
and industry by cstablishment of shop cells, fashioned after the Sovicts; the further
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notion that Intcrost is to be climinated from the cconomic scheriee The "Thraldon of
Intorcst 'was a cardinal principle = to be tacklod. Literelly dozens of other foaturcs
containod in tho elaborntc Nazi program have had to be sacrificeds. Thus, Hitlor has
beon compelled, through the brutc logic of cvonts to yicld on the ccononmic front.
Then, agein, wheon Der Fdhror canc into power ono of his greatcst ambitions was to

hand over Austria to Gormany, That was to be his contribution to the Reiche The
loast ho, as a formor Austrian, could dol But hc soon discovercd that the other
Powers would not let hin get away with it. This hod beon a frightful disappointnent,
accentuated by tho fact that "Dolfuss is kopt in powcr by dirty Jewish monecy.™

In the pre-offico days, Adolf Hitlcer would ngain and again dcelaro:
"Our Programmc is fixed. Nover s hall I suffor chaiges in the principles of the nove=
nent as laid dovm in its Programme. Wo rcefuse to vary it for roasons of oxpediency,
as othor Partios do, to suit so=callod altercd conditions., We proposc to make con-
ditions suit our Progranme by mastering therns" After five or six nonths Hitlor has
boon forced to capituleoto on most of the cssontial points in his socio-ccononic
Progrannce. Instcad of naking conditions suit that Programmec, it is actually nmastorcd
by ther.

But there is onc plank in thc lrograame on which therc is completc unani-
nity of opinion and which is being sadistically pursucd = Jewry dolonda estd Jowry
nust be destroyed. It is possible that o Neurath or a Schmitt or a Schacht or even
o Thysson would like to bring about a partinl Nazi rotroat on this particular front,
not so nuch out of affcction or considerction for the Jows as out of respoct for
world-widc public opinion, which has alroady bcoen reflected in considorably reducod
cxportse It is possible that theso men aro siucere in their desire to bring about
sonc rcolaxation of the presont crucl policy in rolation to the Jows. But not onc of
thor (I havo in nind particularly Nourath and Schmitt) have as yot boen abloto got
the least satisfaction out of Hitlor, becausc - and this comcs from authoritative
and unquostionablo sources - tho Flthror becorics violont and literally foams at the
mouth when two subjeccts arc mentioned to hims the Jews and Austria. Jowry delonds
ost is o sacrod dogmnae So sacrosaonct that the nost dovout Jow or nost pious Catholic
rnay as well bo asked to abandon his faiths Throughout the ontirc Programme therc runs
through this motif: "Anti-Somotism.is, in a way, tho foundation of the focling under-
lying our ontirc novencent. Anti-Scrmctism nust drive the Jow out of our State and our
cconomic lifo. The anti-Sonite rust not worry his hoad about How and What noxt."

Reoad the "Programme of the Porty of Hitlor and its Gonornl Conceoptions™ by the intdl -
lectual Genius of the Party, Dr. Gottfricd Fodor, and you will be amazed at tho con-
tonts: am not now roferring to the Jowish portion of that Programme.

I cannot say that whet thosc threo Aryans, who presonted me with a copy
of Foder's Magnum Opus, said, carmc as a rovolations Meroly confirmation of - what
Mcssersmith told nc; vhat Knickerbockor, Froed Dirchall, Jwauics Ge McDonald of the
Ancrican Forcign Policy Associntion, also in Borlin during my visit there, and othors
revealed in thoir conversations.

Illuninating, though frightfully doprcssing, as worc the views cxpressod
by the iryans I met in NWrnberg, I was greatly disappointed in not locating any of
the nen to whom I hed letters of introduction. How could I lcave Nirnberg without
sccing a singlc Jow? And Sundoy was not a propitious day on which to do oxploratory
work, Porhpps wc should visit the Synagoguc - was o thought which constontly flashod
through my nindes Possibly there I night find somc co=religionists. Tho hunch was a
zood onc. But the folk we mot in the Synagoguc were disinclined to talk. Thoir lips
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were sealed. My magic formula met with only partial success. Just what was that
formula? My relationship to Louis Marshall! The knowledge that Ruth was Louis
Marshall's daughter unsealed many a lip. But in the Synagogzue not even that name, so
revered by European Jewry, enabled me to get a connected story as to what happened in
Niirnberg on July 19th, There, in a corner of that historic Synagogue, on the walls of
which was a Hebrew inscription, rescued from a more ancient OSynagogue built in the
15th century =- there, in the corner, sat an old man, 74 years of age, a patriarch in
appearance, his head bent and his eyes glued to a lebrew prayer book. He was one of
those who, on July 19th, was compelled to march through the streets of Nirnberg. I
had hoped to get a story of what happoned to him personally. Not a word! & question,
however tactfully worded, met with this response: the application of his index finger
to his lipse But, as I was about to leavec, he turned to mec and with an expression in
his eyes which I shall never forgot, said: "Doos your grosscr Fllhror know what is
going on?" I was not quite surc what he meant, inasmuch as the phrase, der grosse
Ftthrer, is applied to only one person=- tho new German deity. It then davmed on me
that he meant Franklin Rooscvelt. My assurance that our pre¢sident knew what was
happening and that hc had abundant sympathy for the porsecuted Jews not only in
N¥rnberg, but Germany, gave tho old man cvident relicf, Offcring a brief prayer in
Hebrew, in which mcntion was made of the Preecident, hc addod: "For us older people
thore is only onc scason = thc scason of zricl and sorrowe The very sun and moon
have bceen takon from use But our childrcne.se..." "Sut our childron" was t ho cry

I hoard whercver I wont, a rcefrain underlying overy conversation. as wc shook tho
old man's hands, it was with difficulty that wo checked the tecars in our cycs.

Luckily, somconc in the Synagoguc was good cnough to call up Horr C.
and arrangc an intervicw for moe. Herr €. is an outstanding lcadcr. He has been
honored rcpeatodly by his follow Jews; also by the Christian community. Formerly
Prosidoent of the esesececes Association, he wiclded cnormous influcnce not only in
N#rnborg, but tho surrounding territorys. Tho namo ho boars has boon most distinguish-
cd in Bavarian Jowry for goncrations. If I do not give morc details it is becausec I
do not wish, for obvious rcasons, to have him idontifiecd, As might have boen cxpeetod
Herr C. was in a brokon dovm and dejected condition., Despito repsated assurances that
I came to Nlirnberg to find out how we, in the United Statecs, could help the Jews in
Germany, it was with the groatest difficulty that I managed to obtain a responsc to
any qucstion. Naturally, the convorsation lacked cohesion and consecutivoness. And
so I am piccing together what Horr C. saide To begin with, hc was onc of tho fortu-
nate oncs not arrested on the morning of July 19th. Both he and Frau C. were out of
towm that wock; so wore Rabbis Feucorbach and Heilpern, whom I tricd to sec, but with-
out successs. All of thoir houscs wero scarched between the hours of 4 and 6 AJM,, so
thoy werce informed on their roturn to Nlruberg. In rosponse to my question: Mwore
the arrcsts carricd on indiscriminately?" ™No, "was thc reply. The Nazis had a list
of thc local B'nai B'rith membership and this scrved as a guido.” I did not have to
inquirce why thc arrcsts worc confined to B'nai B'rith membors becausc in DPER STURMER
of August 20th, purchascd by mc on our arrival in town, thorc was an article with this
caption: B'NAI B'RITH BEHERRSCHT DIE WELT (B'nai B'rith Rulos thc Vorld) and from it
I quote just two bricf paragraphs:

"The man who played the greatest part in the
development of B'nai E'rith, was one Jacob Schiff,
associated with Varburg, Marshall and Morgenthaus
Their influence has affected the entire political,
financial and cconomic situation as it exists to-
day in the United States and it is the Jewish-
masonic international bankers who derived the great-
est benefit from international cosmerce. B
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"Onc may rightfully and propcrly affirm that
the American diplomatic corps is the proper and
authoritative organ of world Jcwry, for the reali-
zation of its world-wide intercsts, the subjugation
of the world under a Jcwish Masonic sccte™®

To continue with the story. C,.'s apartment had becen searchsd three times
for supposedly Marxist litorature. On one occasion the police spent three hours ran-
sacking every nook and corner. All they could find werc works of Goethe, Schiller,
Lossing, Shakespeare, Plutarch, Dantc, Mommsen and other such "Marxist" writers.

Since ipril 1st Herr. C.'s business has been virtually paralyzed. Aryan customers

arc threatened with exposure in the press if they patronize Jewish concerns. 01d
customers come to tell him how sorry they are; but they are afraid they will be narked
by the Storm Troppers,

WHow many employes have you in your establishment?" I inquired.

"4 hundred and thirtecn," was the roply.

"How many of them arc Jews?"

“Only a fow. Some time ago whoen I engaged a Jewish friend to do a
highly speocialized piece of work, the Nazis ordcred that hc be discharged and that
an Aryan be immediately omploycd in his place, with which order I naturally had to
comply."

"Inasmuch as your busincss has fallen off so disastrously, why don'‘t you
curtail your force, thus reducing overhoad expense?"

"Because I dare not discharge a single iryan cmployc.® VWhich answer did
not come as a surprisc bocausc, evon in thc Frankfurt Jewish Hospital, formerly the
pride of the community, with a capacity of 200, but which has becn reduced to 60 beds,
because the Kranken Kassen refusc to sond oven Jowish pationts to the hospital, reve-
nues thereby having beon materially curtailed == cvon int he Frankfurt Jewish Hospi-
tal thce authorities havec been denied the right, for the sake of oconomy, to discharge
a singlec one of the 39 aryan cmployes. 4 typical instance of what coes on in many
Joewish concerns, privatc or charitables Not only is Herr C. inhibited from dispens-
ing with a singlc onc of his aryan omployces, hut tho rclations botwcen the manage-
nent and the cemployes, which in the past had beon "extraordinarily cordial,™ have
bocen fearfully disturbeds Formerly a happy fanily - now thc cmployes arc sullen and
insolent,

"I assumc you owm some property," said I, "If so, do you got any rent-
al from your Christian tcnants?"

“"Rarcly, and if I werc to protcst you know what would happen.®

Not unlike the story, again typical of othors, told mec by a Mannhcim
cigar manufacturcr, who rcccived a cormunication from an out of town aryan customor,
saying that hc wantcd to sottlc his account for 33 per cont, Within twonty=-four
hours a Nazi represontative called the nmanufacturcr on the long distance and told him,
unloss that sottloment was accoptod immediantoly, he would bo denounced in the pross
as onc who is dcliberately and maliciously attcmpting to ruin an impovorished Aryan
customeres Thc 33 por cont settloment looked mighty good thone. Incidonts like this
occur constantlys. Just onc of the many mothods of confiscation.




4s we were carrying on our desultory conversation the bell rang. You
should have secen the fright on the faceos of Herr and Frau C. and the others. 4All
literally petrified. There was a rush from window to window to scc who was ringing
the bell dovmstairs. The throc or four minutcs scemod likc hours. I, too, had =z
vision of tho S. L. or the polico, following us from thc Synagoguc or the railroad
station and was dobating how to rmcot this noveol situntion. Thon I recalled what
Hextor said: "If I failed to sond a mossago hc would bo in NUrnborg in 24 hours.
But the frightful tonsion was over whon Horr and Frou C. omoergod fromt he kitchen to
toll us that tho boell was rung by Frau C.'s agod mothor. and this is tho atmosphoro
inwhich 8000 Jows in N¥rnberg arc forcod to live - an atmospherc in which the Jows
in all of thc small towns and oven tho Jews in thoe large townms, arc compcllod to cxiste
Every houschold in torror., All living in an agonizod susponsc, wondering whosc turn
will comoc noxte.

The notif running through t he conversation of Herr C and his frionds
was: To whom cen we apply for help? How can wo save some of our vitally cssential
comaunal institutions? Shall we communicate with Berlin? Should we writec to
Dr. Bornard Kahn in Paris? How can ho bo rcached, otc., otc. Having answored theso
and kindrod questions, I triod to olicit furthor information about Horr C.; his
family or the community at largo.

"You say you have four childron, the two oldost of whom, a marricd
daughter and a son, arc no longer in Nilrnborge. “hero arc thoy now?"

"My daughtor is married to an ongincere Theoy managed to cscape to

Praguo., My son-in-law is still out of work; not likcly to find crploymont for some
timc. But, thank God, thcy arc safce. My son, 25 ycars old, was with mc in busincss;
graduatcd with honors from tho University of Jenaj; speaks Fronch and English fluontly.
Hec is now in Brusscls, but cannot find a job. Ho receives from mc 200 Marks a month,
all I an permitted to scond out of the country, If only he wore allowod to got into
the Unitecd Statesd With his oducation; with his othor attaimnents he would surely
nakc a place for himsclf."

A momentary lull in the conversation. Then Frau C., who all the timo
was surveying cvery nook and coriier; pulling dowm shadcs or cautioning us to modulate
our voices, ronmarkeds "From timc immcnmorial i, Jows, havo prided oursclves on the
fact that wo managed to koep our familics intoct. To have our children ncarcst us
was our greatos passion. «nd now, our solc thought is contorod on: What countrics
are thorc to which wo could sond our children? It no longer matters which country it
is, just so we might save them the humilintion, thec agonics and crucltios to which wo
older pcople arc resigning oursclves." The maid having loft the sitting room, aftor
placing a pitchor of watcer onthe table, Frau C. rcmarked: "As a child of six, I
lcarned to swim. «and cover since havo been cnormously fond of swimming. It is my
fovorite sport. Think of it. My DicnstmMdchon hast ho privilege of bathing in the
river; but I, as a Jowess, am donied that opportunity. But we have no right to con-
plain," she addeds "In Furth and the othor small ncighboring towns the Nazis have
issucd a rigid order that aryan storckeopors would be ponalizod if they sold broad,
ailk, cggs or other provisions to Jows™. The idoa, of coursc, boing to drive tho
Jows out of town and thus confiscate thoir proporty or roduco thom to a statc of
starvations

One of thosc prescnt at our little gathering oxprossed a desirc to
risit asick daughter in Strassburg. She, too, was a rofugoc. "What is theroto
prevent you from going to Strassburg?" I inquircd. Camc tho roply:s "“Tho Nazis will
not gront o visa to any Jow unloss ho signs a statomont that he will not sprcad
‘Groll' propaganda on forcign soile"
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Assuning that you do sign such n statcment, what ncans have the Nazis
to ascortain whether or not you did spread what they call 'Grolle' propaganda? How
would they know unless you werc betrayed, vhether or not you told fricnds in
Strassburg that you woro onc of those so savagely troated on July 19th?  "ih," said
this gentleman, "tho Nazis domand a deposit of 2000 Marks as a guarantce that we will
naintain silence." He did not have to tcll mo that on his roturn from Strassburg the
Nozis would have "abundent ovidence" justifying not only tho forfeiture of the 2000
Marks, but thec inmposition of a further fince

None of those present had any illusions as to the future. For gencro-
tions they thought of themsclves as Gormans: Now thoy arc regarded untouchables.
They feel that, in a comparatively short time, thoy will be deoprived of whatever
property they have left. For a
with whatcvor posscssions they can still clain as their own and lecave the country.
For which particular country? They do not know = but isn't any placc preferable to
thce infomo in which they live? But here is the rube They connot toke more than 200
Marks out of the country. For, isn't DER STURMER publishing, daily, caricaturcs of
Jows who committed the hcinous erime of abandoning virtually all their posscssions
cnd d isappoaring with a fow thousand narks? Isn't DER STURMER denanding, not with=
out somo success, that rolatives be held as hostages or placed in a concentration
canp, unloss dic Juden, who arc the 'Reich's Ungliick', roturn with the monoys they
nanaged to snuggle out of the country? T.asn't the ontire property of Herr Hugo Artney
o Jowish merchant at Stuttgart, confiscatod bocrusc he was allcged to have taken capi-
tal out of the country? And wasn't Horr Zrwin Schweizer, anothcer Stutgart Jew,
scntoncod to threoe months' imprisomment for a somowhat similar offonsc and fined, in
addition, 10,000 Marks? On thc onc hand, then, the local papers rcojoice at this mass
cuigration from Citye. -On thc other hand they demand that not » ponny be taken out by
the unfortunatec victims. So Horr C., Frau C. ~nd all thc other Herron and Danen
realizc only too well that thecy arc lost. No hope for thenl

"But if only our children wore admitted to the United States! If only
our sons and daughtors wore allowed into your gront countryi

I oxplainod to thom the difficultics connected with our imnigration
lawss also pointed out that therc were still large numbers of uncriployed in the United
Statos. "But our children would novor bocome a burdon on public charitics," was the
rosponsce . "Thoy have a splendid oducati-ne They havo charactere Thoy posscss fine
family traditions. Why can't amorica with its wonderful rosources, absorb somc of
our youth? You say thero is still a lot of unciiployment in the United Stntes. But
it is inconcecivable that your groat country, with its vast woalth, cannot find a
place for 8000 or 10,000 of tho best of our youth., Your Prosident is so hunanc: he
has shown his hunnnity on so many occasions. Can't you tcll him that the groatcest
scrvicc hc can rondor the Jows of Germany, a sccvice for which posterity will bless
hiri, is to opon the doors to some of our young pcoplo. Wo want teo romove then fronm
on atmosphere which gives them such a frightful sensc of inforiority, which is so
dostructive of their rorale. We arc not asking anything for oursoclves; we, older
pcople will have to rounin herc, and suffore But our childroNecececes”

I greatly comforted this as I comforted other littlo groups clscwhero,
by tolling them that I hnd alroady discusscd the mattor, in its entircty, with
Consul=General Messorsnmith; that I was hopoful therc mizht be o reinterpretation of
our visa system., "It should not bo difficult," said they in unison, "to porsuadoe
your authoritics to rclax the rigors of the proscent systeizs Thore is little Palostine
which has alrcady absorbced 6000 Jews and is ready to take carc of many morc. Thoro
is Holland, to which 3000 or 4000 Jowish rofugces hove flede Scoversnl thousand in
Czccho-5lovakia. &nd Franco, which alroady is burdoncd with a rultitude of problenms,
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has its doors wido opon. ubout 40,000 rcfugecs in Paris and hlsacc-Lorrainc, of whon
soric 25,000 arc Jows. Wo arc cven inforred that the French Governmont is placing at
the disposal of tho refugces sone of its lorge barracks, accommodating about 2000 non.
Both France and Holland havo beon magnificently goncrous."

Now that I an back I am looking forward to cn opportunity to take up this
particular mottor, alrcady discussod at lonsth with Consul-General Messcersmith, with
the Conmittec in this country which, I undorstznd, is concorncd with the problom. I
am hopoful that I, too, may have the added opportunity to prescnt my vicws to Frances
Porkins, as wcll as Mcssrs. Carr and Phillips of tho Stnte Department. The latter has
had considerablec corrospondence with Mr. Messorsnith on the subjoct of consular visas.

Well - we reoached tho Frankfurt station at 6.45 Pe M. Therc, awaiting us,
werc throc fairly prominent Jews, who came with an appcal in bchalf of the Jewish
Volkschulen, now ncoded norc than evor in the history of Gernany Jewrys but likely to
be closed for lack of funds. They roported o fact with which I was alrcady familiar,
that thorc were being prceparcd. in Bavorie text-bocks, containing an analysis of theo
ncw Rasscn Thoory according to which the Jow is an inferior human being; that he is
2 hated intorloper, ctec. Jowish children would be compelled to commit to memory
passages in the now text=-books, ono of which had alrecady been shown me in Paris. I
gove these gontlenmon, as I gavoe others in Berlin, Fronkfurt, Ndrnberg and clscwhere,
assurances that .nerican and Inglish Jewry will not let their institutions perish.

Our train pulled out. Desperately I tricd to fall aslecsp,but in vain. Pick-
ed up Midsummer Night's Drcam and ny cyces 1it on this lino: "Madumen have such soothing
brainsd" Further on, another highly significant line: "In tinme the savage bull doth
bear the yokc." Not a wink of slocye LAt 4 ..le, when we arrivod in Cologne, I was

quitc awako; also as we crossced the border in the carly hours of the morning. Vhon
wo onerged from Germany - what a sish of rolicfs

As wo were approaching Nancy, I net a rofugec from Frankfurt on theo train.
dc, too, sought rolicf by teclling us what happencd to 38 leading Jewish norchants,
arrcsted on March 30th, two Zays bcfore the officinl boycott, and marched through the
strcets of Fronkfurt. But I had alrcady heard that story from the lips of one of the
rictins. What happoned was this. The Aryeon Vico=President of the Fronkfurt Chambor
of Comncrce, a kind an sympathetic soul, invitod sonc 40 or 50 leading Jowish nmerchants
to mcot hin for tho purposo of tzaking counscl ~bout an important nattcr. 38 rospond-
3ds  wftor oxpressing porsoncl regret thot the Nozis should be resorting to o boycott,
v friendly cxprossion for which ho wes lator kickoed out of the Charber, the Vico-
resident suggested that tho Jows should closs their busincss cstablishments immedi-
ttely and not wait till the fatal day, april lst. Ho also suggestod that thore should
)¢ no rcetaliation. Tho situation night beconie cven more dreadfully complicated if a
inglc aryan cmployc werc discharged., Just as theoy wore doliberating, in rushod a
umber of Storn Trooperss The gaptain junped on the tablo and in a melodramatic
ashion told thosce proscent to hold up their hands. They worc scarchoed and then, amidst
he jecrs of the Nazis, worc marched through the main strect, hands clasped bchind
hoir hcads. Luckily, thoy werc taken to o policc station, not to a concenmtration
amps In the station they were held five or six hours: then discharged, although on
hree or four successive days they had to report to the police authorities. It so
appened that this particular story was told me by an aged and highly respected Jewish
erchant in Frankfurt, himself a victim, within a stone's throw of Goethe Haus, a
uaint sixteenth century building in which the great poet lived., Said I to him.

"ind didn't you send a cablegram some time in hpril to one of your customers
n New York stating that there have been no atrocities; that he should not believe
ny of the reports that there have been excesses against the Jews?"
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"0f course, I sent many such cubles; but I hope the customers understood
that it was all done under duress.,"

\ihen I returned to Paris I met an .merican correspondent located in
Berlin, who happened to 'cover' the Ndrnberg incident of July 19th. Not a Jewish soul
whom he could get to speak on the subject. But Julius Streicher told the correspon=
dent that the arrests were of a purely 'protective nature,' aimed to save the Jews
from violence on the part of the population. Cynically, the correspondent remarked:
"ind when a prisoner is murdeored in a concentration camp, a notice appears that he
either 'attempted to cscape' or 'committed suicide.' ‘/hen a frightfully mutilated
body is returned to a relative in a sealod caskct, there is an injunction that for
'sanitary reasons' the casket must not bo opcned."

again I got in touch with Ludwig Lewisohn= this time to apologize for
1ma@1n1n6 that his rcomarkablc article in 4sugust Harper's "The German Revolt Jigainst
Civilization", which I had road in Geneva, was overdrawns Incidontally, if you want
to know what is happoning to the refugees, rcad in tho curront issuc of the B'nai
B'rith Magazine Lewisohn's stirring articlo, "Fugitivos." Jn authentic story writton
by a mastoer,

S50 sorry I did not havo an opportunity to sce hmbassador Dodd after my
visit to NUrnborg. It would havec given mc a chance to fill in the picture I had given
him of my obscrvations in Berlin and in Frankfurt. But, of my intimatc convorsation
with Dodd; my improssions of him; = my comprchensive chat with Messoersmith; some of
my conclusions - in my next, if you will assurc me that I havon't burdonced you with
this long and painful recital of somc of thc tragedics among our pcople, in Germany.

nS over,




