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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

H 
Memorandum of Conversation 

DATE: 
Hay 1 3 , 1&38« 

SUBJECT: 

PARTICIPANTS: M i g g n»SatinmuviXltt an A»esl©fin residing »©r© or 
Xeaa permanently In Switzerland, and Mr. Maaaeramlth. 

COPIES TO: The Secretary 
The Under. Saoretary 
Eu - Mr. Moffat 
PA/D - Mr. Dunn 
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Sola® daya ago I hart a l e t t e r from Kr. Idst&rd Brlnghwat, 

a well known olt lsen of Wilmington, Belawar* ana who belongs 

to a fawlly rooted there for four or five generation*, 

t e l l ing me that an old and Valued friend of the i r family, 

Miss? n»K«tlnauvill#, had Just arrived from Ourope and was 

very anxioug to nee someone In the s ta te Department a* the 

f e l t Bhe had information of Interest to t h i s Sovernraent. 
* 

Mr. Brlnghtirat had suggested to her that ah§ eoise to aee m»» 

fifoe oalled on u© yeaterday and aaid that she lived more 

or less permanently In Switzerland a a she waa very muoh 

Interested in various League notlvitle©. Her family foi* 

several generations had been oloaely aeaodated with our 

Havj and ahe had herself taken a ^9«p In teres t In our 
International 



international relationship!!, tltt frequently want to.Brugsel* 

where she knew moet of the leading Belgian statesmen. About 

three weeks age she had been in BrtteeeXfi etaylng at the 

Hotel, Metropole and while there a man wae introduced to her 

at h i t r e p e a t . He «aid ho wae a (toman of floor In aOtlwe 

servioe and had hoard that sth® wao an Antrittn of w}0» 

acquaintance anil whose family had a Hawy background. Ho would 

l ike to ask her «sorae cutetlont of rather direct character, 

flho told him that he oould do so. 

5fhl« CJerraan officer* Kit* D^Sttinauvillt nays, asked 

her what lit her opinion th t United s ta te* would do i f Oerraany 

1» one way or another novo.A take §var tho Brit ish lelande In 

th© #t*t Indies. Would the United States In case of tucfti 

Ctarmtn action stand behind Qrett 8*4.taint ffi® remarked that 

he settled to he putting a very hypothetioai efuastien, to 

*hlah tht offloer replied that I t wa§ not ©o hypothetical . 

at I t might mm and that that was why he was so l i t t t r te t td* 

She says that who replied that «he did not know whether the 

United fHtttd would • stand behind Ort*t Britain* hut certainly 

In mioh event. dtrautny would have to deal direct ly with the 

United state*. She a eked the offloer whether, he knew that 

there wag euoh a thing a t the Monro* .Doctrine. He eetned to 

know nothing about I t . Mi so D*&ttlntwvillt IMrt tha t , in view 

of thie extraordinary foir/ernation* #ie thought i t advisable 

to engage the offloer further and' the had quite a long ta lk 

with 



with h te . Qui gathered from th i s talk that h® was not only 

all officer in active service,but that ha »ai raore or lees on 

a mission for h is Governments Just what he was dtetng in 

Brussels she oouia not determine, from h«r further con­

versations ®h® gathered that t h i s fflaa of Germany in sorae 

way or another getting the Wast Indian possessions of Great 

Britain was not so ssuoh an idea of th i s officer as i t mmm& 

to 1M a part of a general Qerraan plan. *he officer, sha 

said, wa» oonslflarably and visibly upset by the knowledge . 

that there was such a thing as the Monro* Bootrlne which 

they would run counter of in any such enterprise. 

Miss O'Sstlnauvllla said that the whole conversation 

l e f t such an Impresson on her that she f e l t she ought to 

change her plan© and return to th i s country lstnediately. 

for a brief stay in order t© convey t h i s Information to the 

Department. She knew that what she had to say sounds*! 

fantast ic hut she nevertheless tm& to paport the conversation 

as i t had taken plaee. X thanked her for being good enough 

to give, th i s information an* for having gone to so such 

trouble* 

She Is a woman cniite advanced in years and obviously a 

gentlewoman of culture ana mry unusual IntelXlganee. Her 

conversation with me was such as to show that pshe i s e woman 

of a gootf deal of poise and. apparently of food Jfttdfpent. I 

find 



~4— 

find that she if? known to offleers of th© Oepartnent who 

have awt her in Switzerland and «bo eeea to hold her In his^t 

regard A* • parson who at ©tie t in* had ft aartain lnportanoe. 

Mies »• iistitisuvillw further asked »e Ae ther we in th i s 

Bepartaant got reports of the radio flpeeehes made by high 

ranking offioer«s.of th© CJerraan (toverraaent* I aalA that on 

oooaalane wo did. She called attention to having heard 

General Soaring speak twlae over the radio after the 

oocsupatlen of Austria in both of whloh addresses he referred 

at length to the framans l iving abroad end that wherever 

thai*® was on« German beyond the present frontier* of Germany 

that eountry wan of in teres t to the new Clertaany. f$m aejrs 

that h@ spoke of various areas which saust baooaa 0©r»an 

because of the predonlnenoe of Oensan blood there and that 

he mfmrrQd spaoifiealiy in th ie oonneetion to Switzerland 

and the United States, flhe said that In tvm ©f theee radio 

addressee whloh ahe hoard in Selttni&end1 (she waves she has 

a .perfect knowledge of German) General Goerlng eald that 

there were IS millions of ftenaan* in the United fttates who 

oust bacons th© mioleug of bringing the United States within 

the Garwan sp!ier#a I said to her that San oral Soaring m^ 

others nade » a e strange atateiaents but 1 had not heard, any­

thing ooneeming: sudh a remark about the United States and I 

could hardly oredlt i t . Hhe assured ae that he had pade the 
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r tanrk In two rad io epeaoheif as? there we* no question of 

her misunderstanding. 

The only oomaent whioh I have to stake oft t h i s l a t t e r 

statement of lli«« B« S&tinauvilie i« t h a t the r epor t s whloh 

we get of- the speeches of mmth®r>® of the German 3ov«r nasnt 

jaad© over the rad io are very inadequate, whether o f f l d i a l 

o r t h r o n g the p raes . touring ray long stay in Europe I found 

I t Advisable to follow a good nany of these speeches over 

the rad io i n s p i t e of the tliae I t consumed, aa I found i t was 

the only way r e a l l y to learn what was #&!<!• on the has l e 

of t h i t essperienee I <W say t h a t , while i t fsaems altsost 

incred ib le that General Ooerlng should have made such a 

remark av^r the radio ooncarnlng the United State©, i t cannot 

in any neftee he considered as out at the quest ion. Her 

observation in t h i s r s ipeo t a t taint l e ads m to the eon-

olueion tha t we «hould learnt an in s t ruc t ion to a t l e a s t 

one efstablishnsnt in Most of the count r ies of Surop© t h a t 

ce r t a in radio addresses should he l i s t e n e d in on by an 

of f loer with a thorottgh knowledge of the language* anrt any 

important ooianent reported to the department. 
« * • 

&. S. Messereralth. 
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