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Mies D'igtinauville, an American residing more or

leas pormanently in Switzerland, and My, Vessersmith.

The Secpetary

The Under Ssaretary
B - HMr. Hoffat
PA/D « Mr. Dunn

fiome daye ago I had a letter from Mr. Edward Bringhurst,
a well known oltizen of Wilmington, Delaware and who belongs
to n family rooted there for four or five generations,
telling me that an 0léd and valued friend of their family,
Miga DVietinauville, had Just arrived from Burope and was
very anxlous o see someone in the Htate Department ae phe
felt she had infommation of intereet to this Jovernment.
Mr. Bringhurat had suggested to her that she come to see me.

Bhe onlled on me yesterday and said that she lived more
or leas permanently in Switzerland as she was very such
interested in various League activities. Her family for
several generations had bheen closely assocliated with our
Navy and ahe had herself taken a deep interest in our
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international relationships. She frequently went to Brussels

where che knew moat of the leading Belglan statesmen. Alout
three weaks ago she had heen in Bmiasele staying at the
Hotel Metropole and while there a man wee introduced %o her
at hie recuenst, He sgald he war a German offioer in notive
gervioce and had heard that she was an American of wide
ncqualntance and whoge family had a Havy background. He pould
like to mek her some cuestions of rather direct charsoter.
She told him that he ocould do eo.

Thie German offiocer, Mies D'Lgtinauville pays, asked
her what in her opinfion the United States would do if Cernany
in one way or another would take over the Bpitish iglende in
the West Indies. Would the United Htatens in case of sush
German notion stand behind Great Epitain? fhe remarked that
ha seenmed to be »utting a very hypothetionl question, %o
vhich the officer replied that 1t was not so hypothetioal
ne 1% might seem and that that wap why he was 0 interested.
fhe says that she replied that she 14 not know wvhether the
United ftates would “astand behind Creat Britain® but ecertalnly
in such event Germany would have to deal Alrestly with the
United Atates., he ncked the of floer whether he knew that
there was such a thing as the Monroe Dootrine. He seemed to
xnow nothing sbout it. Miss D'Estinauville says that, in view
of this extraordinary conversation, she thought 1t advisable
to engage the offiocer further and she had quite a long talk
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with him. "he gathered from thie talk that he was not only
an officer in notive service but that he was more or less on
s migsion for hies Covernment. Just vhat he wae Aoing in
Brussels she ocould not determine. From her further sone-
versationns she gathered that this idea of Germany in some
way or another getting the West Indian posseasions of Ureat
Sritaln was not so much an idea of thls offloer na it nreemed
to be a nart of a general German plan. The of ficer, she
ezld, was considerably snd visibly upeet by the knowledge
that there was such a thing as the lonroe Dootrine whioch
they would »un counter of in any such enterprise.

Himg D'Estinauville snld that the whole convereation
left such an izmpresson on her that che felt she ought o
change her plans and return to thie oountry immedlately.
for a hrlaf stay in order to convey this information to the
Department. She knew that what she had to ray sounded
fantastle but she nevertheleas had % report the conversation
ne 1t had tnken nlace. I thanked her for belng good enough
to give this Information and for having gone to eso muoh
trouble.

The is a wonman quite advanced in ysars and obviously a

gentlewoman of oulture and very unususal intelligenoe. Her

gonversation with me was such sg to show that she 1o » yoman
of a good deal of poipe and aprarently of good Judgnent. I
find
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£ind that she is known to officers of the Department who
have me% her in Switzerland and who seem %o hold her in high
regar! as a person who at one time had a certain importance.
Migs D' istinauville further asked me vhather we in this
Department got reports of the radlo speeches made by high
ranking offigere of the Cernan Covernment. I snld that on
osoasions we did. %he oalled attention %o having heard
General CGoering epeak twioe over the radlo after the
pocupation of Auetria in hoth of which adfiresces he referred
at length to the Uermans living abroad and that wherever
thare was one German bayond the nresent frontiers of Germany
that country was of interest to the new Oernany. ©he saye
that he apoke of various areas which muast beoome German
beaause of the predominance of Uerman blond there and that
he referred speoifiocally in this sonnection to Gwitzerland
and the United OStates. ©he said that in two of these radie
addresses whioh she hoard in Sewiltzerland (she pays she has

n perfect knowledge of UGerman) General Goaring =ald that

there were 16 nillions of Germans in the United Htates who
must become the nuoleus of bringing the United Otates within
the Geprman sphere. I sald %o her that Genern) Goering and
others nade some strange atatementas but I had not heard any-
thing conoerning such g remmyk about the United "tates and I
could hardly oredit it. fhe assured me that he had nade the
renark
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renark in two radlo gpeeches as there was no question of
her misunderatanding.

The only comment whioch I have to make on this latter
statenent of Mlgs D'Estinauville is that the reports whioh
we get of the speeches of membera of the German UGover nment
made over the radio are very inadesuate, whether offiolal
or through the press. Dwring ny long stay in Burope I found
1t advianble to follow a good nany of these mpesches over
the radio in splite of the time it consumed as I found it wag
the only way really to learn what wan sald. On tho basls
of thie experisnce I &*‘;wy that, while 1t neems almoet
inoredible that General Goering should have made such a
renark over the radio oconcerning the United Statep, 1% oannot
in any sense he oconsidered as out of the queetion. Her
obaervation in this reapect at least leads me to the cone
clusion that we should issue an inetrmuotion to at lenast
one establishment in moet of the countrieas of Rurope that
certaln radlo addresses should be llastened in on by an

offloer with a thorough knowledge of the langusge and any

important comment reported to the Department.
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