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Negro School News Items 

EDUCATION IN DELAWARE 
NEGRO EDUCATION 

r 

From Delaware State Journal and Statesman, Dec. 16, 1859. 

There will be an examination of the pupils of the pupils 

of the colored school attached to the Ezion M.E. church, on 

this Friday evening in the hall of the Centra1. fuilding, corner 

of 4th and King Streets. Admission .10, children half price. 

From Every Evening 1 Feb. 18, 1879. 

Colored Convention 

A convention of colored delegates from different portions 

of the state assembled at Dover this morning for the purpose of 

memorializing the legislature to grant an appropriation for the 

aid of colored schools. A number of the delegates who were ap

pointed at a meeting held in Ezion church on the evening of the 

4th went down from here to attend the convention. 

From Every Evening, Feb. 21, 1879. 

The colored people are asking for $4,000 of the school fund, 

and they presented a memorial stating their case today. What 

action will be taken is uncertain but their claim is put in a 

very strong way. 

From Wilmington Commercial, Jan 10, 1873. 
l 

A convention of colored people was held at Dover yesterday 

in which nearly every district of the state was represented. A 

temporary organization being effected, J.W.Layton addressed the 

meeting, in which he stated that the object of the convention was 
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to take some definite action for securing better educational 

advantages for colored people. He explained the inefficiency 

and inability of the colored people to educate their children 

under the present sytem, advised petitioning the general assembly 

for relief, to petition Congress for the passage of the Civil 

Rights Bill, and to issue an address to the people of the State 

on the various phases of the subject ••••• After much dis

cussion the Convention adjourned. 

*~********* 
From Wilmington Daily Commercial Jan. 3, 1879. 

Colored Education 

More new schools opened by the Delaware Association. There 

are now under the charge of the Delaware Association in the state 

20 schools for colored children. New ones have been recently es

tablished at Dover, Odessa, Grunden, Milton, Concord, Plymouth, 

Seaford, Smyrna, Lewes and Kenton. There has been no school at 

Lewes for the past three years. At Plymouth for the last two 

years the colored people of the neighborhood have been keeping up 

their schools without aid, but they found much difficulty in ob

taining capable treachers, and they have now accepted the assist

ance of the association. ~uring December past the schools had on 

their rolls an average of 115 pupils more than in the same month 

of 1871. Three more new schools were just opened. 

From Wilmington Daily Commercial, Jan. 3, 1873. 

City Council 

The committee on education vmich had been instructed to pre

pare a memorial.to the legislature, asking for some plan of provision 
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for the education of colored children, presented the said 

memorial. It recites the grievances of the colored people, the 

inadequacy and injustice of the pres~nt school system and proposes 

that the colored people be taxed the same as white people for 

school purposes, and that schools be provided for colored children 

under the supervision of the Board of Education. 

Mr. Hayes was in favor of educating the colored classes but 

demanded separate schools for them. 

Mr. Quinn of City Council, was unwilling to vote money to 

pay for the education of those who are unwilling to help themselves. 

It was suggested that the education of the colored children would 

~ntail too much work for the Board of Education- and that a board 

of commissioners be appointed for that purpose. Prior to the 

adoption of the memorial the word seperate was explicated, to 

make certain the definite meaning of separate schools. 



FILE NO. S-640 

LOCALITY -- Dagsboro Hundred and 
Vicinity (Sussex County) 

SUBMITTED BY: Charles L. Ennis 

TOPIC:- Essay on 11 Reminisences of School-days and Teaching in 

a One-room Sussex School-house." 

The district embraced a sparsely settled territory about 

four miles in length and three miles in breadth, or about twelve 

square miles. It lay near the center of the County being about 

five miles s.E. of Georgetown, the County Seat. It was known as 

"Rogers School," presumably because many of the early settlers had 

the family name of "Rogers," a prominent resident by that name hav

ing been instrumental in founding the school. The schoolhouse was 

located near the center of the district and the most remote famil

ies were more than two miles from school. 

The building was a single story wooden structure, having 

one room whose dimensions were approximately 20x30 ft. A door in 

one end of the building, three windows on either side, and one in 

the rear, secured by heavy wooden shutters. The ceiling was low 

and unfinished, the large wooden beams being visible. The under

pinning was broken in several places and the large cracks in the 

floor let in floods of air on windy days, and let out the childrens• 

pencils should they have the misfortune to drop them on t~e floor. 

In furnishing this school room, the residents, no doubt, 

had in mind a two fold purpose; namely, that of an educational center 

where the children of the district were to be educated, and also 

a meeting house where religious services were held on the Sabbath. 
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The furniture consisted of two rows of long benches, one 

on either side of a middle aisle; a platform in the rear of the 

room on which was erected a rostrum where the preacher took his 

place on the Sabbath, and behind this pulpit the teacher perched 

in his arm chair to hear the daily recitations of his classes. To 

some of these benches were attached folding leaves that could be 

raised or lowered. These served as writing desks for the larger 

pupils during the writing period, the smaller children writing on 

slates with slate pencils. A large box stove, the only source of 

heat, stood near the center of the room, and on cold days the seats 

near the stove were uncomfortably warm, while those farthest away 

were almost uninhabitable. A blackboard made of wood hung from the 

wall. Strips of wood into which were driven wooden pegs were nailed 

high against the walls. These served as racks on which the children 

hung their wraps. 

In this building about 60 pupils ranging in years from 6 to 

211 would assemble irregularly. 

The course of·study as provided concerned itself chiefly 

with the "Three R's," plus spelling, and occasionaly history and 

grammar. The writer can remember when, many years later, the bigger 

boys in school refused to study grammar on the ground that it was 

all right for girls, bub a boy had no use for such stuff. 

Great stress wa:a laid on arithmetic or "ciphering" as it was 

called, and it was not an unusual thing to find pupils in this school 

who could solve all the problems in "Brooks written and mental arith

metic." Many of the pupils became experts in spelling also. 

'i 
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Spelling bees were usually held on Friday aft&rnoons. Occasionally 

this school would challenge a neighboring school in a spelling match. 

A certain night would be appointed, the pupils, teachers, and friends 

of the two schools would meet in the school and the teachers would 

take turns in pronouncing the words. Some of the pupils from this 

school would spell for hours without missing a word. 

Each child owned his own textbooks which had to be purchased 

by his parents and it frequently happened that the parents were unable 

financially, to provide books for their children when needed. Hence 

a pupil often had to pursue the same book year after year. 

Very little real teaching was done, as there were few trained 

teachers. If a teacher passed an examination in the above studies, 

and possessed a powerful physique, he was given a certificate which 

entitled him to teach in the State. As a teacher, he seemed to think 

that his chief duty was to "keep order" by wielding the rod if necess

ary, and to hear recitations. His discipline was harsh and severe. 

He believed in not "sparing the rod and spoiling the child." He 

always kept a supply of switches on hand and within easy reach. If 

the mischievous pupil was caught in his pranks, he was sure to re

ceive a flogging. If the offense was very bad he was asked to take 

off his coat so that he might feel the effect of the switch more 

keenly. These boys usually wore pads so as to be ready for the flog

ging that was sure to follow the offense. 

On one occasion the teacher, while sitting in his arm chair 

behind the rostrum, heard a noise that seemed to come from a low 

to 
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seat in front of the rostrum where a number of sme.11 boys were 

seated. He immediately seized a switch and struck over the top 

of the rostrum, apparently to frighten the little fellows. The 

end of the switch struck one of the boys across the eye, cutting 

a gash in the eye-lid which bled profusely. The boy was sent 

home to have the wound dressed. The father of the boy soon re

turned and upbraided the teacher for the brutal act. The teacher 

apologized. 

At recess the teacher would usually be found assisting 

some over anxious pupil to solve a perplexing problem, and as copy 

books or writing pads were not in use, he usually spent the noon 

hour in writing copies· on foolsoap paper for the pupils to use 

during the writing period. These copies would be old maxims such 

as: "Time and tide wait for no man." ·"Make hay while the sun shines., n 

etc. 

Some of the teachers, who resided at a distance, walked 

four miles to school in the morning, built the fire and had the 

school room in readiness by 9 o 1 clock. Compensation was very meagre, 

the usual salary being $33.33 a month. This with the other expen

ses of running the school was met by a State appropriation and dis

trict tax. (1) The State appropriated a certain amount to the coun

ty and this sum was subdivided among the sever~l districts in the 

county according to the number of children of school age in the 

district, provided that district raised the sum of $75.00 by tax

ation. The aggregate sum from both sources would amount to about 

$235.00. This sum was used to finance the school for a term of 
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six months, the chief expenses being teachers• salary, fuel, and 

necessary upkeep of the building. 

Holidays were not observed save one week at Christmas time. 

However, there was one day in the school year that· the pupils look

ed forward to with a great deal of interest. That day was Febru

ary 14th, st. Valentine's Day. 

Since the founding of this school it had been a custom of 

the larger boys to "take the teacher out" at noon on this day. 

Should they succeed in doing so, they would be entitled to a half 

holiday. Should they fail to do so, school would continue through 

the afternoon. It frequently happened that the teacher would resist, 

wher.eupon a scuffle between the boys and teacher would ensue. The 

boys usually the vidtors. 

The following incidents happened at different times on the 

14th day of February. 

Teacher called school back at l o'clock, P.M. Small child

ren were seated, when eight or ten large boys ranging in ages from 

15 to 21 marched stealthily up to the teacher and demanded a half

holiday. The teacher refused to grant their reguest. They izmned

iately seized him and carried him out of the room, amid the screams 

of little children who were frightened at the scene. The teacher 

returned, seized his bell and called school again. On hearing the 

bell a second time, the boys marched into the room requesting that 

the younger children vacate the room. They did so. 'llhen the boys 

passed out closing the door behind them and made it secure by a 

heavy log prop. They did the same to the windows after closing the 
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heavy shutters. Thus making the teacher a prisoner in a dark room, 

they kept him there for some time. They finally removed the props 

and set him free. He gladly wended his way home, giving the child-

ren a half-holiday. 

Another scene: A different teacher had charge. February 

14th, 1 o'clock, P.M. the bell had rung, the school was seated save 

for the large boys who came in later, demanding a half-holiday. 

The teacher refused. The boys started toward him, and he, . well 

knowing what was to happen, seized the fire poker, an iron bar about 

three feet long, end dared any one of the boys to lay a hand on him. 

The boys cowed down, passed out of the room, took their half-holiday, 

while the teacher and the remaining pupils went on with the school 

work. 

A third scene: The teacher called school at 1 0 1 c1ock. 

The large boys demanded a half-holiday, which the teacher refused. 

The boys, seizing hold of him, carried him out of the room, and set 

him free. The teacher hurried back into the room and called school 

again. The boys took him out a second time. He does the same a 

third time, carry him out of the room and on down the road about 

three hundred yards distance, to a "swimming hole," where they asked 

for a half-holiday. He granted their request. They set him free, 

and went home without a ducking. The school had a half-holiday. 

It is needless to say that a teacher hardly ever applied 

for a second term in this school. This old custom of "taking the 
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teacher out" gradually began to wane in the early 80 1 s. The par-

ents became interested in education. A new building furnished with 

modern equipment was erected in place of the old structure. Better 

teachers were seuured, who remained from year to year. Frequent 

changes in st~te school laws, favorable to education, were made, such 

as free fext-books, better supervision and compulsory attendance, etc. 

As a result of all of these changes, during the years that fol

lowed, twenty-one students in this school became public school 

teachers of the State. All of these teachers were the product of 

seven families in the district, distributed as follows: Three 

families, one teacher each; two families, two each one family, four, 

and another two. All the children in the last two mentioned, became 

teachers. The parents had no great education themselves. They were 

deeply interested in their children and made home study and attendance 

compulsory; but it was largely perservance and rivalry on the part 

of the children. Many of these teachers made a success and are now 

filling responsible Government positions. 

A new school code was passed in 1919. One of the provisions of 

this law made it - possible for rural districts to consolidate with 

town schools. This district refused to take advantage of this act 

until 1933, when it became a part of Georgetown Special School District, 

and Rogers school ceased to exist. 

References: 

1. Revised code, laws of Delaware, vol. 16, chapter 369, page 369, 

page 328, Dover 1881. 

All other information from personal experience and observation by 

the writer, who began as a pupil, age 61 at Roge~s School in 1877. The 

writer also taught in the same school from 1890 to 1933. 
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the ag s of' two and ten years of age, who through 

or b th parent wer 1 ft to th cba.rity o 

r iv th lower d n home 

or uch 1 n t th i opening. Only chlldr n 

living outh o the Che p ake 1 it-

e • 

'l'h institution ia loc t n D1 sion Str t d con-

aiata o a plot of' ourt en er on wh chw s built o cot-

with capacity f' 1xte c ldren e ch, lso uperin-

ome ower hou e. A few year l t r an udit-

y b use for cultural or philanthropic pur-

o s or ch enterta nts th chool childr n give, 

With pr via on ving commlnic bl• dis-

a ea we c mpleted. In 1 2 two ore cottages were r ct 

giving house capacity fo y-f'our h ldren. Additional 

eott ea are o be erected it a requ1 ed. 

Th se oott es ar mod rn 1n their urn1eh1ngs equip-

ment, comfo ble and hom like. A house mother nd as 1stant 

car for the c 1ldren. 

oun b hind th cottage ve a well-equipped play-

ound and sufficient room for healthful recreation. 

The nstitution has a resident population ot 64, one of 

h1ch attend college. The xtent of th ducation of 

tho e iding at the chool 1 T lar ely det rm1ne4 by the 
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oapa lt7 and the 4••1" of \he ob114. It 1• hope4 that .... 

..._ will OOllple'• th 1r high aohool e4ueat1on and beyond 

glTa auh e4ueat1on or t:•tnSng •• 1a a4-

apte4 to nia tal•' or abllit7, prori.4ed the ob114 4n•t•• 

h11uelt to th a tra1n1 with earnutneaa and help• h11Uelt 

to the extent ot hie abil1t1••• !he Sob.ool 1a oo-e4uoa.,1ona1 

an4 the en4onaent 1a auttioleat to arr on thil work withou, 

aid hoa otb.Qt aOUNea. • 

Re ••••• George Bh1DC•• Sup' t. of School 
(letwr t lfal". 11, 1111.) 

ltoi'J' byt I. A. Bual•• 
hb. 11, l~. 



S'l' • A.NDR.J:!;WS SCHOOL FOR BOYS 
(near :Middletown) 

A church boarding school for boys, located between Noxontown 

Pond and Silver Lake, two miles out of Middletown. 

Felix .duPont founder of the school said 11 that school should 

provide secondary education of Chriatian character". 

Headmaster df the school is ""ev. Pell. 

School grounds offer space for playing all games of sport, and 

the Noxontown Pond offers its waters for rowing and other water sports. 

There are tennis courts, fishing parties and other informal outaoor 

activit ies. 

A low tuition fee is made possible and sallries of the faculty 

are made fromendownments. Scholarship is available. 

Ref.- Chamber of Commerce. 

B. Tracy. 
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BBAOOV COLLEGE BUILDING. 

1he Beacom College Bllild1.ng located on the H.w.corner 
ot 10th and Jefferson Stree'k waa erected 1n 1988. 

Thia 3 atol'7 building ot ot oontempol'&l"J •'1'1• ot archi

tectul'e and 1a conat.ructed ot rough• Ught 7ellow tapeatrJ' brick 

and trimmed 1n white atone and ten& ootta. also colored terr 

cotta border ornamentation• near the top. the tloora are ot 

terruso and oaaent, the tter conred w1 th battleahip linoleum. 

Thia building 1• occupied ent1rel7 b7 the school. 

The Beaom College la an outgrowth ot the 11'llm1ngton 

Buaineaa School wh1eh wu totmded 1n 1900 and incorporated. 1n 

1910 imder the present nae. 1!be colleg occup1e4 apace 1n the 
"I 

I.o.o.P.Building until ltsf when the pi-eaent bm.ld1ng na 

omplete4. 

Ref•~•• J.w.Hirona, Pr a1dent ot Beacom College 

Peraonal IDYeat1g t1on. 
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PRIVATE SCHOOLS IN DELAWARE 

1800 - 1900 

Name Date Teacher 

Academy 1840 Thomas 

Acaderey for Young Ladies 1841 Maxwell 

Academy of the Visitation 1868 Visitation Nuns 

Adams, Carson 1847 (See: CLASSICAL SCHOOL) 

African School Society 1809-67 

Allen, James c. 1826, 1830 

Annoquinimink (?) ? ? 

Baily, Ann 1830 

Baltimore ( ? ) 1799, 1824 ? 

Bennett School, Miss Kate ? 

Blackbird (?) ? ? 

Boarding School 1824 s. Terry 

Boardlnp; & Day School f'or Girls 1870 Mi.sses Robertson 



Boardintz School 1821-46 

Boardin~ School (Claymont) 

Boardin~ School for Masters & Misses 1866 

Boarding School for Young Ladies 1812-32 

Boarding School for Youn~ Ladies 
( 9a:..4) 

Bonsall, Eleanor 

Bonsall, Hannah 

Brady, Mrs. 

Brandywine (4-1) (?) 

Brandywine Academy 

Brandywine Hundred 

Brandywine Seminary 
8th & Tfarket Sts. 

Bridgeville Academy 

Bridgeville Institute 

Brin~hurst & Richards School 

1814 

1830 

1824 

1799-1830 

1832 

1878 

1865 

1818 

1852 

2 

Bullock 

Clemson 

Brown 

Hilles 

(See: SELF-SUPPORTING SCHOOL OF, ) 

McNair 



ll'l 3 ,,, 
Broad Creek (4-3) ? ? 

Broadkiln (4-3) ? ? 

Brown, James 1825 

Bullock, John 1821-46 (See: BOARDING SCHOOL) 

Byrnes, Ellen 1830 

Cann, The Rev . T. M. 1851 (See: YOUNG LADIES INSTITUTE) 

Cantwell Bridge Acadenw 1818 

Cedar Creek (?) 1829 

Chambers, Corry 1842 (See: LIThRARY INSTITUTE) 

Charity School (3-1) 

Chestnut Grove Cottage 1866 Brown 

Chirographic Institute 1835 Goodman 

Christiana ( ? ) 

Clark, Amelia. 1830 

Classical School 1805 John ·webster 

Classical School 1845 Pap:,e 
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Classical & Mathematical Institute 1865-75 (In Dover earlier) Reynolds 

Classical School 1847 Carson Adams 

Clemmer (See: SINGING SCHOOL) 

Coit, T. B. 1830 

Coudray 1803 

Coul ton, Lydia 1830 

Dagsboro (?) 1800 and earlier 

Dancing School 1848 Pohlman 

Davennort, B. 1830 

Davis, James 1814 

Day School for Boys 1851 L. H. Springer 

Declemy, Mme. 1835 

Deer Park Seminary 1859 

Delaware City Academy 1857 

Delaware City Academy 1858-76 
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Delaware City School 1829 

Del. City Select School 1852 

Del. Female Institute 1848 

Del. Institute for Promotion of 1847 
Mechanics & Arts 

Delaware Military Academy 

Delaware Normal School 

Del. State Normal University 

Dixon, Mary 

Donnelly, Nicholas 

Dover Jicademy 

Dover Academy 

Dover Academy 

Dover Classical Seminary 

Dover Seminary 

Dover School ( ? ) 

1861 if q 

1866 

1866 

1830 

1822 

1810 

1818 

1859 

1861 

1846 

1852 

(Same as: DEL. STATE 
NORMAL UNIV• ) 

5 

Thomas Cole 

Hyatt 

Harkness 

Theo. Gallaudet 

Rev. Thos.:Murphy 



Drawing School 1866 (?) 

Duck Creek, 1810 (?) 

E. Dover Hundred (?) 

Educational Institute, 

English & Classical Acad. for 
Young Men 

English & Classical Institute 

English & Classical Institute 

English & Classical School 
New Castle 

English School, Dover 

Enright School 

Evening School (8-1) 

Farmington School (?) 

Felton Seminary 

Female Harmony Society 

FemaJ.e Seminary 

1851 

1866 

1835 

1861 

1848 

1866 (See: ENGLISH & CLASSI
CAL ACAD. FOR Y. M.) 

1868 

1868 

1817 

1823 

6 

Fraclanan 

Hyatt 

Enright 

Gardener 

s. G. Gayley 

Junkin 

Cruse 

Jas. M. iilliams 

Grosvenor 



Female Seminary 

Female Union Society 

Foard, Samuel 

Forbes 

Frackman School 

Franklin Academy 

Franklin School 

Franklin School (?) 

Free School (?) 

Friends (9th & Tatnall) 

Friends Select School 

Friends School (High School) 

Friends School 

Gardener, James 

Garretson, (Widow) 

1834 

1818 

1830 

1803, 1814 

1842 

1822 

1820 

1823 

1832 

1859 

1866 

(1748-) 

1835 

1830 

(See: DRA F/ING SCHOOL) 

(See: ENGLISli & CLASSI
CAL INSTITUTE) 

7 

Smith 

Niles 
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Gause, Jesse 1814 

Georges (?) (Probably ST. GEO. HUNDRED) 

Geor etown (?) 1812, 1826, 1836, 1841 

Georgetown Academy 1826 

Georgetown Academy 1812 

Georgetown Private School(?) 1812 

German & English School 1866 

Gillinfham, Yeamans 1830 

Glasgow Grammar School 1803 

GoJdey College 1887 

Goodman, J.M. 1835 (See: CHIROGRAPHIC INSTITUTE) 

Green 1814 

Grimshaw, Charlotte 1842 

Grimshaw, The Misses 1853 (See: HANNAH MORE ACADEMY) 

Gumb orough ( ? ) l8l3 ~ 1829 



Gwinczewski, F. c. 

Hall, Catherine 

Hannah More Academy 

Hardy, II. 

Hayhurst, Thomas 

Hebb's School, The Misses 

Hewett, Daniel 

Hollinr:sworth, Mrs. Hannah 

Home Boarding School 

Home Institute, The 

1839 

1804 

1861 

1833 

1830 

1880 

1822 

1814 

1866 

1878 

J .A. Brown 

Houston 

Hyatt, Theodore (See: DEL. MILITARY ACAD.) 

Indian River (?) 

Infants' School of St. Paul's Church 1866 

Janvier's, Mrs. 

Kenton ( ? ) 

1840 (See: SEMINARY FOR Y. LADIES) 

1800 

g 



Kiluatrick, Martha 

Kimber , Caleb 

Ladies & Gentlemen (?) 

Ladies Boarding School(?) 

Laurel Academy 

Laurel Classical & Commercial ~cad . 

Lewes 

Lewes ( ? ) 

Lewes Academy 

Lewes Academy 

Lewes School 

Lewis, "2:noch 

Lewis, Bvan (9b-7) 

Literary Institute 

Little Creek (?) (4-2,3) 

1830 

1835 U'ee: SEMINAHY FOR BOYS) 

1814 

1834 

1859 

1867 

1795-

1803 

1818 

1830 

1842 

R. Elkton 

Bell 

Hindman 

Russell 

McLaughlin 
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Magnolia Academy 1859 

Magnolia Seminary (6-1) 

Mahannah, William 1830 

Mailly, Messrs. 1846 

Market St. Mathematical Institute (See: CLASSICAL & MATHEMATICAL INSTITUTE) 

Martel School (8-1) 

Mason, Mrs. Martha 1814 

Mathematical Institute 

Maxwell, Mrs. 

McLane's School, Miss 

McNair, ':V . s. 

McNevin, J. 

Mechanical Arts Institute 

Mechanics Academy (Smyrna) 

Methodist Peninsular Academy 

1868(See: CLASSICAL & MATHEI\f.A'rICAL INSTITUTE) 

184l(See:· ACAD. FOR YOUNG LADH.;S) 

1853 

18'78(See: BRAJIJDYilH.,TE SEM:':NARY) 

1836 (See: SEIHNAHY FOR BOYS & GIRLS) 

18'75 Jackson & Isaacs 

181'7 

18'72(Same as: WILM . CO~FERENCE ACAD . ) ----------



Middletown Academy 1824 

Middletown Academy 1859 

Milford (4-2) (?) 

Milford Academy 1834 

Milford Academy 1859 

Milford Academic & Colleg iate Insti- 1872 
tution 

Milford Classical Academy 1885 

Milford Female Institute (3-2) 

Milford Female Colleg iate Institution 1852 

Milford High School (Private?) 1863-73 

:t-lf ilford Seminary 1879-80 

Mill Creek Hundred ( ? ) 1808 ( ? ) 

Milton Academy 1819 

Milton Academy 1869 

Misnillion (4-2) (?) 

12 

Emmerson 



Montgomery, Elizabeth 

Moore, Mary 

Morris, Mary 

Kurderkill Hundred (North) (?) 

Murderkill Hundred (South) (?) 

Murderkill Hundred (South) (?) 

Nanticoke (4-3) 

National Scientific & Mil. College 

Negro College (Proposed) 

New Castle Academy 

New Castle Charity School (?) 

New Castle Private School (8-3) 

New Middletown Academy (?) 

New Mission School 

Newark Academy 

1814 

1830 

1830 

1805 

1808-10 

1826 

1853 

1834 

1801 

Partridge 

1817 (Same as: FEMALE HARMONY SOCIETY) 

1827 

1859 

1803 

13 



Newark Female Institute, 

Newark Grammar School 

Newport Grammar School 

Night School (~uaker Hill) 

Niles, Benjamin & Mary 

Northwest Fork (?) 

Old Academy 

Page, John 

Partridge, Alden 

Pencader (4-1) (?) 

Petersburg (4-2) ( ? ) 

Phillips, Ann 

Pratt's Branch School 

Prior, Azariah 

Psalmody 

1851 Chamberlain 

1811 

1812 

1835 (See: NILM. NIGHT SCHOOL) Bellmap 

1842 (See: FRANKLIN ACADEMY) 

1765 

1765-1828 

1845 (See: CLASSICAL SCHOOL) 

1853 (See:NAT 1 L. MILITARY & SCIENTIFIC 
COLLEGE 

1830 

1829 

1849 (See: TRINITY EPIS. CHURCH SCHOOL) 

(See: FORBES) 



Randall Hall School (4-1) 

Rankin, William 1814 

Reynolds, w. A. 1865-75 (See: CLASSICAL & M.ATHijMATICAL INSTITUTE) 

Richards, Elizabeth c. 1830 

Rittenhouse Academy 1817 

Roberts, Enoch 1828 

Robinson, Abigail 1830 

Robinson, Hannah 1830 

Roche, Eliza 1830 

Rugby Academy 1872 Samuel Murphy 

Sacred Heart School Benedictine Order 

St. Andrew's New Mission School 1859 

St. Elizabeth's School 

St. Hedwig's School Felican Nuns 

St. James School 1808 



St. John's Baptist School (3-2) 

St. John's School 1880 

St. Joseph's-on-Brandywine (1-1) 

St. Joseph's (Colored) (1-1) 

St. Mary's College 1847 Father Reilly 

St. Mary's School 1858-(66) 

St. Patrick's School (1-1) 

St. Peter's Female School 1859 

St. Peter's School 1830 (39?) 

St. Stanislaus School (1-1) 

Salesianurn . ( 1-1) 

School for Boys 1855 A. A. Colton 

School for Boys 1848 o. E. Turner 

School for Boys 1847 E. vVilson 

School of Design 1852 Brown 



School for Girls 1853 

School for Girls 1849 

School of Needlework (e-1) 

School for Penmanship 1835 

School for Small Boys 1834 

School of Vocal & Instrumental Music 1834 

School of Vocal Music 1834 

School for Young Ladies (Lewes) 1805 

School for Youn~ Ladies 1865 

Scientific & Commercial Acad. 

Seaford Academy 1819 

Seaford Private School(?) 1885 

Seaford Seminary 1865 

Seeds, Mary 1830 

Select Classical & Mathematical School 
(Newark) 1835 

Same as: TAYLOR ACADEMY & 
TAYLOR & JACKSON 

--

17 

Aldrich 

E. 'Jilson 

Potter 

S. Smith 

Chadwick 

Service 

Elizabeth Lea 

C. T. Taylor 

Breerwood 

Russel 



Select School 

Select School for Boys 

Select School for Young Ladies 

Select Seminary for Boys 

Self-Supporting School of Brandy
wine Hundred 

Seminary for Boys 

Seminary for Boys & Girls 

Seminary for Young Ladies 

Seminary for Young Ladies 

Seminary for Youn Ladies 

Sherer 

Shifler, Mr. & Mrs. 

Singin,_g School 

Smith, M. C. 

Smith, Samuel 

1878 Miss Mahaffy 

1850 Stratton(?) 

1814 Wm. Wickes 

1840 

1832 

1840 Caleb Kimber 

1836 McNevin 

1848 (See: Hannah More Acad.) Grimshaw 

1837 

1840 

(See: Young Ladies Board
ing School, Newark) 

1824 (?) 

M. d. Smith 

Janvier 

1870 Clemmer 

1825 (See: Female Seminary) 

1829-39 (See: Wilm. Boarding School) 

18 



Smyrna Academy 1859 

Smyrna Enalish-Classical Academy 1866 

Smyrna Seminary 1870 

Smyrna Union School (3-1) 

Smyrna Union School 

Somers, Mrs. 

Southern Boarding School 

Steigler, Mme. 

1852 

1830 

1825 

1853 

Clawson 

Stratton, dilliam R. 1850 (See: SEL~CT SCHOOL FOR BOYS) 

Taylor Academy 

Taylor & Jackson Academy 

Telegrauhic & Commercial Institute 

Thelwell, Deborah (John?) 

Thelwell, Mary 

Thoroughfare Neck (?) (4-1) 

1857-73(?) 

1870 

1866 

1814 

1830 

19 



Trap School 

Trinity Church ~piscopal School 

Turner, s. F. ( 9b-2) 

Tyson, Sarah 

Union Academy 
II fl 

fl 11 

Union School 

Union Sch ool House Academy {?) (3-1) 

1821 

1849 

1850 

1815 
1816 
1821 

1815 

Ursuline Academy 1898 (?) 

Wash in~ton's Boarding Sch ool, Mrs. 1855 

Wesleyan Female Colleg e 1837 

vvest Dover (?) 

White Clay Creek (?) 

Wilkinson, Mary 1830 

Wilkinson, Rachel 1830 

Prior 



Willow Bank Female Seminary 1853 

Wilmington Academy 1'765-1828 

Nilmi~~ton Academy 1848 

Wilmington Atheneaurn (?) ('7-2) 

Wilmin~ton Boarding School 1829-39 

Wilminqton Boarding School for Girls 1848 

lilmington Classical Institute 

Wilm. Commercial College (Goldey) 

Wilmington Conference Academy 

Wilmington Literary Institute 

Wilmington Night School 

Wilmington :rormal School 

Wilson., Assenet 

Wilson, E. 

Woodside , M'rs. 

1840 

1887 

1873 

1843 (Same as Wesleyan?) 

1835 

1866 (See: Del. State Normal 
University) 

1830 

1847-49 (See: School for Boys & 
School for Girls 

l8l4 -

21 -
Tatum 

Brashears 

Knight 

. 
t 

Belknap 

John c. Harkness 



Worrell, Edward 

Worrell, Emma 

Writing Academy 

Writing Academy 

Writini:r, Academy 

Writing School 

Wyominrr College 

Wyoming Institute of Delaware 

Young Ladies Boarding School 
Newark 

Younq Ladies Boardin3 School 
Newark 

Young Ladies School 

Younc Ladies Seminary 

Young Ladies Seminary 

Zane, Joel 

Zoolonr Lecture School (5-8) 

22 

1828 

1840 French 

1853 T. v. Moore 

Shelps 

1851 Cutter 

1869 

1866 

1835 Bell 

1824 Sherer 

1848 Babcock 

1848 Brashears 

1852 Brakely 

1814 



V. E. Sha 
February 6, 1940 

EDUCATION 
Private Schools 

1830-91 

PRIVATE SCHOOLS LISTED IN THE STATE DIRECTORY, 185 60, n.289 

Deer Park Seminary 

Dela are City Academy 

Dela are !111tary Ac demy 

Dover Academy 

Friends' Select School 

Laurel Academy 

gnol1a Academy 

t1 Seminary 

iddleton Academy 

1.lford Academy 

lewark Academy 

St. ary's College (9 teachers) 

St. Peter's Fe ale School 
(150 children: Sisters or C rity) 

St. Peter' Orp n Asylum 
(30-auxiliary of abov) 

S yrna cademy 

e ark 

V 
ilmington 

n 

rr 

Hann h ore Academy (Grimsha sisters, ilm1ngton, founded 1853) 

esleyan Fe ale Coll e 

Youn Ladi s' In titut 

" 
11 
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Education: 1682- 1~ '0 
1ve E uc t .... on 

Pp . 7- 16 

THE RI0D (1600• 17?0) 

It ould be futile to study profes ion a a..~ 1 olatod group 

or 1orkers . Th schoolma tar of th s1xte n- and a vente n- hundreds 

olo ctor tricked out in colonial costume , porto ing 1a not 

ag inst backdrop of arly erica , but n inte ral art of a vi or• 

ou front1 r lite , ct du on by 11 the stern reality or contemporary 

c1rcum tane . The p and woof of the society in ihich he lived 

ove him f t to hi n ighbors and hia urrounding , to the pioneer 

thought and p rpo e oft time nd locality, determini his out-

line and eolori as c rt inly as though he ,ere a ti r in a tap-

stry. It 

t t f o 

d sirable , ther for , briefly to revie the 

trix for th colonial sc oolt cher. 

r1od 

In 1600 eastern America was covered 1th v1r 1n forest that 

sept inland fro the -ocean nd up over the Appalachian r n s . 

Dense , almo t unbroken, tho e dim r ce had for centuries be n 

the home of 11d nim l and barb1roua Indi tribe . Then white 

11s appeared on the eat rn horizon, and b for another century 

d pa sed the complexion of the Atlantic eaboard as va tly ch 

1ngly nd in t o nd three little ships c e bobbi across 

thee a, unloaded th ir car oea of cattl , hors s , swine , oultry, 

eed, farm tools, f!rea , nd ho ehold goods - and a det rmin d , 

hite-fac d eople c e s hor to stay. The ring of ax and crack 

o~ musk t echo d up nd don the coastline . Forest giants that 

had tood undisturbed force turies w re hastily h into timbers 

d . 

to furn1 h return car oe • Hurri dly• dr1ed kins and those procur d 

from trade with the ndians wer acked in sturdy ho heads and 
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RIOD (1600• 1770) 
e tion 1682- 1776 

hol rooms in the c bi stow din the hol , 

r fill d 1th dr1 fish. Th nth vs 1 

of th hips 

ay , ome 

to deliver th 1r cargo saf l and rai hi h ho of rof1t 
bad 

1n the ind of men ho/ dv ntured th ir wealth in plantation 

in America , other to f 11 pry to nemie on the ea or to t 

aw tecy r v . 

1 n in the wild rn s of th New orld, th first settl rs 

trug 1 d for exist nc , oft n ithout adequ t food, helt r , or 

oods for trad 1th th Indian . or nee ssity they adopted man 

of th ay of the red kin • The 1 of th 

in e • ~land d ffered from tho or the sava s 

li h ttlers 

inly by th 

ddition cf h 

th other . 

fireplae at one nd and reat ood n doors at 

1th small 1 gs driv n rtic lly into 

~-

th round like a etockad I were the first homes of many 

ho l tr built fin hous s . 1 turdy ho es for all re 

at first; th bu1ld1 of th m uld hav be n too 

ttler 

ossible 

tr in 

upon the combin d m n w r of any early ettl ment , v n her 

the eril of di a th t foll . th lontz ea veya e 1 ft ur-
r1c1 nt en ho ere abl and tron enough to do the heavy :rork. 

A f hou 8 re rect d by ome of the very first 

ettl r of lan and thG South rn nglish colon1 s . how ver. 

uch hom w r built by men ho e 1 ther bro ht w1 th th m a n bar 

of rvant or ho , lik Sir 1chard ltonstall, s nt vants 

over in adv nc for th prupo e of prep ring th ay for their ma -

ter to follo . To build th s 'faire" hous , 1 s er qu red 

off and h wn nto beams , r fters , lintels , sills , te ., in th 

u ual 11 h styl . The outsid wa cov red 1th e therboard 

a ed at a "s w pit . " Later, clapbo rd or h1n le r ad d . 



T RIOD (1600- 1770) 
duet on 1682- 1776 

J p r D ncka rt , ho ite for a few eeks in Boston for a 

1p dur1n the ummer of 16801 d cr1bed the home of th t city 

thus:2 

1 
nai 

nd 

ar hi les , 
1th brick 

or this 

1e can or 1 ve th1 l eth rland r for th 1r of s erior1t 1th 

hich h C tic z the d llin of oston h n 

fine or ton and brick t t r built in 

r emb r t 

rly time in 

Am terd and along the Hudson Riv r . 

Th probe of helt r fa to 1ns1 n1f1c ce b si the 

vory gr v ituation hie confronted the fir t ettl r when th 

ou ht to eplenish their food u ly. a voyage that 1 t d 

nyw er from a f e k to f ont • during which th ssen-

gers ha to i'urni h their on bo rd, usu lly either con umed or 

oile th rat r art f the food up ly of the s ttl ra . who 

only toot n l nd d nth N orld adl in need or provisions . 

th their 

th y obtai e 

la e of the r sourc 

t rood they could - r1 h , g 

or then country, 

, and Ind1 n corn. 

,o th took its toll from tho e ho fail d to make th di tary d• 

jut nt that 1 fe in the ne country d nded, and tho bo 

ier left live l arn to at nd like th tare o~ the Indian . 

Th r r tho ho foun 1t rd to drink water instead of ale; 

but a tim a ed and they found the s lv a as "lu ty" and full 

or h 1th as efor , thy ce ed co pl ining. 

o t of the different coloni throu h "bun er t 1m , " 



THE P I0D (160 1770) 
due tion 1682- 1776 

th m mo of hicb lated lon in the minds of those who survived. 

In the J esto colony d t lymouth, cond1t ons gre better 

only a f t; they aban on d the fo of communi tie life under hich 

they had fir t liv d and tru ted to individual enter ri e for the 

raisi of orn. overnor Bradford declared tha n Plymouth th 

"ex riene tat a had in this commone cours and con it1on" 

rov th 11 vaniti " of tho e ho b liev that "yet king a ay 

of pro rti , nd bringing in communitie into a co one wealth, ·ould 

ke them h ppy nd flori hin ' bee use 1 t di nothin of the sort , 

but" a found to breed uch conf'u ion & di cont nt , and ret rd 

much 1m loyment that ould have been to their b nefite and comforte . "3 

Tire s or not o hard for those who eeme later. The Governor 

of ·the as achusett By Company could write from land to his 

eo le in Sale in 1629, saying, ' If you want in , we hav a red 

1th those of e lymouth that they deliv r you 1.x. ow • ' 4 1hen 

the first ve l of 1nthrop1s fleet arrived in the spr n of the 

next year, the phys1c1an from Plymouth cam to attend the ick 

aft r thy had b n badly treated and put ashore by the c 

th ship, who was anxious to r tu1•n to England. A few dwelling 

lre dy exited on the hills around a achus tts Bay, and th 1r 

owner , called "old lanteran in the anci nt records , xt n e 

every hosp1t 11ty to the newcomer . That summer of 1630 witnessed 

one of the lar et or anized migrations of civilized, educated 

o le th t the orld up to that time had ev r known nd, although 

death and disease were no res ecter of per on , it 1 probable 

that much uffer1 was alleviated by toe who had com befor • 

It 1 known, for exam le , th t later that summer Indian corn wa 
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obtain d from V1rg1n1a. 5 By the time 1illlam P nn planted his col

ony in t,e late sixt en- hundreds~ the business was c rried for~ard 

with the gre test ffici ncy and t he settler suffered com arative-

ly f hardshi • 
,'hat led th se "first planter " to undertake this hazardous 

experim nt , to leavo stablished homes in the Old \ orld for an 

u1'lkno futur in the e? very choolboy knows that the first 

Virginia ettler ex acted to strike gold in the New lorld; that 

th Pil rim F thers" of Plymouth and the Puritans of Wass chusetts 

so ht religio a freedom in New EnglandJ that the first ettlers in 

New therl nd were under th co trol of a f'u.r•trading com any in 

old Net erlan J th.at aryl nd was ah ven for Catholics , Rhode 

Island for apt1sta , Pennsylvania for akers; that the edes mad 

br v a rt alo the Dela are ~ but re forsaken by th ir ueen 

and 1 ft to take c re of themselves in the ildernesa; and that 

var1ou E 11sh noblemen rere absentee ro rietors of estates in 

the New ~orld hich later bee e North nd South Carolina . College 

stude ts di dee er into American history and find the rrow in-

toler nee , the per ecutions , d the "blue la a" that cau ed so 

many · ph avals nd mi r tiona from one l; n to another in early 

Ne .gland. odern tudents l'lll athiz with the r li ious lib r -

al who mi r ted to Connecticut and they are roud of oger illiams . 

own throu h the colonial eriod of American history, ·assachu• 

sett as rhap the most important cent r of American life . Let 

ua et acqu 1nted with a typical stern N England r of thee rly 

days . •irst and for most, he a an nglishman, roud of hi 

right 

to th 

s n EngJishman, nd loy l to the law of ngland (loy l 

ood l 'IS at l ti) . ut his relig ion w ~ his life nd 

in the old country his church d not been the established church 
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of t.e lan . In e lan , hi church nd his tat ere one . 

Hr , then. a on 01 the main r ason for hi oval to r1ca . 

11th r stige and refe ent that ent 1th membership in the 

e ... t blished church as vailable to the r1tan in !e-w "'land. 

Only y preci ti thi sit io can on understand the early 

Ne n land itan. He made ~1th his God a tern covenant of 

ork a1 dedicated his life to it fulfill ant . In God' n e 

he rsoc te uakers nd other 1ho did not b 1 eve as he b lieved. 

In God' n e h sle th . ndi ;:is • H.1.a t see s to u intolerance , 

t him teou n s n ve him com:ro-t nd easur • In uch 

urroun in tol ranee rated as sin nd tho e who rof ssad it 

ere ord rd to o eon. 

·11 i Black tone a the ir t oaten liberal . He rai ed 

tho first hou eon th eninsul ihere Bo ton as lat r built and 

h d ee living th re for ome year hen inthrop arriv din 1530. 

Ho or v 1 n h c e to meric ar unkno~in; he ay h ve c e with 

the orr;ea edition in 1623. lackstone refused to join 1th th 

Bo ton c urch , ing , " .a rom land b cau e di not like 

t lor •bi ho ; but I cannot 'oin wt you , because I ould not 

be under th 1 rd-brethren. " He ol hi land to the city, ought 

a herd of cos 1th the money he receiv d for it , ac·ed i recious 

one undr d nd ei ty- thr e book , and 

lat r to become Rhoe 1.1 d year befor 

de his w y to hat w 

oger illiam follo ed 

the rune path for a ome hat simila , although more ur ent , a on. 

Hora as a ty c 1 reli iou independent . e lived alone with his 

boos and nent his day re oving tr 

from his land. ce t or thos b ief 

tumps and picking stone 

asons hen lantlng and har-



- 7- T IOD (1600- 1770) 
due tion 1 82- 1776 

ve ting V po to the ery of the e ~ of the d y . His 

l fe ffer d little t: a t t of ot early 'I n land f rm r 

exce t th t mo t oft e rrie earl in l f and God av t m 

sons to h lp with t stern ta C oft in th roe N -
lan soil . 

T us th b ine s of aettl m nt ent on. It a medic 

ort 01' ro res , em1 ly ia hazard . Hr as lient thrust sud• 

nly nto ld rnes; th r t e frin o s ttle nt dened 

lo· 1 

le V 

hr c 

nd er t inland. lantati n routed like young , r n 

0 th tem or a lug !sh Sou.th rn river, 11 1 -

rec sion, th e 1ft bl ht of r ine , diee se , or 

In 1 n mass ere . 

Lif 1 th outhern Jn lish lantat on ret ined some of the 

ch ract ristics of ngl no_ life; in ay aye , inf ct , it wa 

1m 1 r to lif under the r ud i m of the iddle • In Vir inia, 

th ·1 cov 

only of 

i tob cco fa t 1 on y crop ut th littl col-

dre of edit 

1 1th on 

l nt r 

e onomic 

1th t eir 

sis which n d a r o ltural 

ro e ity . Th intr du.ction of 1 ver: made o sibl~ the o ening 

u or mor and more 1 n nd 1 for th 

b c ma incr a 1 ~1y ri tocr tic . In 

11 rou or landowner 

land, ome t~ nty" entl -

men' c to hen ly charter d ~ovince p ovi d 1th rom tio 

to thre hundred labor r . The lesson of the ne d fo~ bravm in 

th laying out of 

b en 1 arn d . 

t t nd the buildin o om in the e orl 

Th ri 1a r tr nt b ~ o reli ion ominated th liv s of 

l d r w re unfelt by ll o ived out th 1r lie on 

outh rn l nt tion . he lone ca of nci round ,a pole 
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th t c-a.u e o much in 1 io d fu or n the arlie·t d, s of 

land rob bly 1ould V s nnot c din ir8 n-

de d , it i t be qu t accurate to as ume t t im l r fe t:v_ties 

fill an i e hou s 1n the live of tho e o lived .. 1 o at d 

OU rn lantat on . ve n ryl nd , here one mi ht re onably 

e ect the CathoL1C Churc o 1 v re in d forever the e tablis d 

c urch, rel1 iou t l r tion 

o fore n ear pa ed, the 

ed ch rch. 

~ l? 0 tle li col 

coat to a i h lorida; 

or ietenc 

:J. 

rly ritt n into the la; nd 

rch of 

in 

of 

·land bee e the establ1 h-

eric xtended fro the 

rm.an nee erva ed t·1em. 

1ne 

Their 

d and men be an to turn their tt n-

tion to r th e a c tivitie t ou h ich ur l can be cctunula-

ted. 1 ead th e bryonic co ercial ctivit es of th col n st 

d C the Br ti h P rli ent to pa that fir t -avi ion t ~' u e 

n lr dy colonial rch t r 8 n y e.nd n of a.vo1 -

in it . o th m it "ba law, thy decl red, olated 

th ir ri s fr bo n En li hr.ten . n land reli ion 1 not 

fro n upon tho ho brok I be. If l w • 

hipbuil i a n im ortant oecu ation in the colon from 

• 111 d hi r1 ht ad come with th first Qt-the earli t 1m 

tl r a1d hi ard r u alo the coast in m n lac • In 

fr c-A eric, n ar the u ply of lumber~ hi could b built for 

tion of th ir cot in ro • ny e En l nd m reh nts n f1 hr-

n up rinten ea the buildi oft ir o ve s l n l t r became 

t ir as r • omo mere nts f r or·th 'l th their own 00 in 

th ir o n hi and 1 ft th ir children to an the bu in sin 

th ir ab nee . 0th r hir d a tor a. ere to 11 the r si1i 

d pray d for th ir af return. 
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The need of the American e loni ts were many . Scythes , 

ne dle, kni e • nd similar ito ~ that could not then be manu-

faetur in the aw orld rere required. Cloth nd othe• art~cl s 

of clothin wer al$O needed, in far greater quantity than the hom 

ind atry of pioneer omen could roduce . These thing had to be 

obtain d bv trad . Fortun tely , th colonists had nany exports . 

These included th e mingly inexh.a tible su ply of lumber and 

ther rodu.cts cf the forest - uch s naval stores (tar, pitch, 

and tur entine) or masts and yards for ships- e n land's a bun• 

dant u pl of dried cod, mackerel , fi h 011 , and h le oil; also 

tobacco from Vir ini , rice and indigo from lantations farther 

outh, not to mention the con tantly renewable supply of rain, 

animnls, nd raeat produced by all the colonie . 

If th needs of th colonists coul ve be n su 11 d by a 

sim le process of barter, v lue for value, history i t hav been 

different an th re might have been no nited tate of erica to-

day . 1 lon story of the Trade cts , the mere mention of hich 

o infuriated colonial ercbants , cannot be told here . ot that 

the colonists obey thoe laws, for they didn • t . A at Act assed 

/, 

by th Brit1 h arl1ament could not force a colonial backwoodsman 

(or a Dr . Fr nk11n, either, for that atter) to throw a ay his coon

skin cap and don the fine headgear manufactured in n land. ·The 
'* 

outcome of the Tr de Acts wss the growth of an eporm. ill gal com-
,, oerce n the colonies . 

·e ngland sea erchanta of the sevente n- hundrods were the 

randsons of tho e staunch, religio s ritans ho first o led 

evr En lan . They did not especially like to behnve like ir tes . 

But contiiiued isobedience of la a which they called 11 b dn and long 



• 10- THE PERIOD (1600- 1770) 
Eduction 1682•1776 

xper1 nc intra that kne not th control of ny la mad ny 

of th into clas ot adv ntur r among om it was exceedingly 

difficult to dr w line that would separat hone t mere ant ro 

pirat • coloni ·1 Am rican hi ha any le l right to tra 

in th et In ie, but ther, non thel s, amon irat an 

buccan rs, al r volume of th c re or colonial ew n land 

re nt a carri don. For there only could a conven1 ntly 

r ched arket b found for th lar e au ply of fish, grain, mat, 

and an l , and New E landers oon found a lucrat1v u tor th 

molaes that w so easily obtain d from the ·eat Indies . Th 

the v1c1ou molasse -rum- l ve-molass • rum• slav cycl b gan . 

Shi s let Rhode I land ort loaded with , h1ch, in Afrie , 

th xcha ed for slave . Then thy ade the inf ou "middl 

p ssag" nd trad d th slav 1n the t India for che ts o 

hard Span1 h piec of ei t" and for more olass a to make o~ 

rum. H re w s fr edom, self-appropriat d and very- much misu d . 

lisbm n in E land kn th t this commerc , unsanctifi 

by law, was goin on, but for a long ti noth1 w s don abou 

it; it may very well b that they coul hav done nothing that ould 

h ve eff ct1v ly controlled or to edit . lon a all of Vir• 

1n1a's tobacco wa old only in Britain. at wh tev r low price 

British m rchant t upon it, and as lon as other" numerat d" 

rt1cl e went xclu iv ly to Britain, the Brit! h ol1tic1ans er 

cont nt to clo th ir ey s hile their y nd vi orous colon-

ie 1n Am rica owed th 1r wild oat . en th tim c e that 

En 11 hmen in E land tr1 d to force lishmen in erioa to 

ob y their too lat . t En 11 hmen 1n land 

call I E 11 hmen in r ca knew to b th e tab-
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11shed normal channels of their tra e and thy were r ady to fight 

a ar in order to afeguard their economic interests . They wanted 

to be free to trade . even s freeborn Englishmen who lived in n -

land ere tree to trade . 

There was th political aspect • also, of thi curbing of the 

freedom of American colonists by the British Parliament . In the 

beginning. the liberal charters that had bo n granted to the first 

settlers in America bad pennitt d a degree of self- government that 

as unkno anywher in the orld at that time . And the English 

coloni sin Americ bad grown and blossomed under that autonomy- . 

Then, side by side 1th the oppressive Trade Acts , came a gradual 

process ot takin away tim -honored chart rs from the oolonies and 

bringing them under the crown. 

During the eighteenth century the population of the Am r1can 

colonies increased by leaps and bound J and• whether th colonists 

thought o or not , they were daily ing prosperous . Large faml-

lies were the order or the day and this meant that many homes grew 

out of one home in the brief span of a generation. The tide of 

immigration wa cont1mious . And the newcomers w re loud in their 

praise of their new homes . They took over the opinions of th lr 

old r nei hbors w1th nthusiasm and gloried in their n • - found 1n

dep ndence . From a little over a quarter of a million souls in 

1700, the population of the American colonies increased to well 

over two million 1n 1775, an e1 htfold gain in numbers . Among the 

lat comer were the thrifty Palatine Germans, who came to Pennsyl

vania in response to Penn1 s advertising, and large number of cotch

Iri h, ho formed a significant portion of the population of several 
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of the colonies . Th re ere sturdy Scot and not a few Frenchmen 

als • and the steady str run of English, alth -h reduced in numb r 

and pe1~haps in caliber, continued almost down to the Revolution. 

Th period from 1688 to 1770 in America was period 0£ gradu-

al flo erin of the ol1t1cal rinci le of federation , union. or 

hat as called in th old days 1r ublicanism. "8 in America. This 

res eet for union c e gradually and as result of the stern de-

mans of nece sity . At heart t frontiersman a an individual-

1st, and he disliked to admit tiat in union there 1as strength. 

But the time came h n h fought for union. t union probably 

m ant to him, ho1ever, was protection for hi rights as an individ

ual- never c ntral owar. 

In thi env:ronm nt the colonial schoolmaster lived and worked. 

lTh lo cabin ( ith horizontal lo notched at the corners) , so 
much used at a later date all over America, was unknown 1n early 

e En 1 d . Lo cabin of this st.~ e .-ere first introduced by 
the Swede who settled along the D la are River. 

2or1p:in l r1•ativee of Early American H1stor.x , Vol . XII , p . 275 . 
e know that at least one of the houses sheltered a "dame school.'' 

because s muel Se all wrote in his Dia~; "This day Dame ralker 
is taken so 111 that she sends home my au hters , not being able 
tote ch the •0 (D1ax:y of Samuel S wall , 1674•1729, Vol . l , 
p. 164, in M saachusetts Historical Society., Collections , 1878. ) 

3Bradford, 1111am, History of Plimoth Plantation (Boston, 1899) , 
Bk. 11 1 p . 163 . 

4,,The Com any's Instructions to Endicott and His Council , " in 
Young's hroniclea of the First Planters of the Colony of ssa
chu etts Eaz ( o ton, i846) , p . 156 . 

5Ro er Clap ' e emo1re . ~ ., p . 352. 

6 uoted from Cotton ath r , ~ ., P• 170n. 

7In 1655 w Sweden urrend red to ew Netherland and in 1664 New 
retherland sui•rendered to th Briti h . Thus , without bloodshed., 
the control of both the Hudson and Delaware river valleys fell 
to th British. 
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8 
T 1 te s probably derived from the use of tho term republic" 
by the Rom.ans . An American rho lived in the tr in days of the 

evolution and them king or the Constitution meant by "republic" 
a re r se tativ gove~nment by dele te chosen by the eo le of 
fre states . The term "de ocracy' !'las never u ed by Ame.r1cans 
in thos d ys ~ nor t.r s its moaern meaning intended when they s oke 
of 0 th.a republic . " 



\ 
\ llen Sam orth 

June 4, 1940 

1th the 

Educat i on in Dela are 

II - 3 

THE DUKE OF YORK 

glish conquest in 1666 New Amstel became 

ie C stle and a ne emphasis ras placed on education. The 

Duke of York' provislo~r~E1factaetcr°167s, ere intended to be 

directed to servants and the children of people o lower rank. 

The p ople ere to be instruct din "matters of religion and 

the lals of the country" and his la a wore intended to make the 

common people hu ble, obedient and skillful in some rthonest 

LavJfull Calling, Labour or employment." England could bring 

no national system of education for she had none. The so-called 

public schools ere select, high priced private schools, ac

cessible to the well•to-do only. There were about eighteen 

h schools in all England. oat ealthy people employed private 

tutors by ihom, and by the public schools,their boys ere prepared 

for the universities. The majority of English people ere 

illiterate. 

The Duke 1s laws called for a church to be established in 

every parish in the Delaware territory and that "although divers 

persons may be of different judgments, yett all shall contribute 

to the minister established and allowed o:r, hich is noe way 

judged to be an infringm.ent ot the Liberty of Conscience, to 

the ay they may pretend." A minister before being accepted was 

required to present to th governor testimonials of ordination 

"either .from some Protestant Bishop or minister within som part 

of is ~ajestie's Dominion or of any foreign Prince of the 

Reformed Religion • • • • It 



ti1 
due a t1 on n Dela war 

Had th English posses~ed a system of education it would 

t have benef1tted th fe English settler already here for 

they lived too remote and too cattered to be reached by schools. 

et us not conclude that the unorganiz d education in the 

colonies on the elaware as altogether 1neff1c1ent. Eduction 

in both Sweden and Holland was under the care of the church and 

religion w s a St te function. The ministers wore te chers 

and the teachers 1ere in the service of the church, properly 

certificated for the servie they render d end the 1onder 1s 

that ~1thout schools, iithout books, and oft n without te chers, 

theses edes and Dutch should have had as large a measure or 
intelligence as prevailed . 
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Education 1n Delaware 

THE S DISH INFLUENC UNDER r.ILLIA ! PENN 

Alt ough th early edis education left no building 

of brick or ton 1n 'Whic the cultur or their ham.a-land 

s pressed they left a far more lasti 1nf'luence from 

their incere racial, civic an reli ·ious influence. Until 

the opening o the nineteenth century (Lawrence Girelius, 

their lat S ed1sh pastor, returned to Sweden in 1791) they 

heard th lord of od an the liturgy of the Lutheran Church 

in the s edish tongue, and sermons from scholarly ministers 

reached 1n the pure and refined l o. e of their nc.ti ve 

speech. ey h d schools int homes as occasion made pos-

s1ble taught by scholars fro S edish universities. !:r1cholas 

Forsb rg as the last wedi cnoo aster in 1749. T'ney were 

peaceful, neighborly, honest an civic-minded. 

Their dealings with the ndia!ls e:re just an e tablished 

an understandina of air play either ~n trade or in their 

ri ts to the land or in humane trea· ent tat vs a foundation 

upon which 11111 enn could ell build his reputation for such 

interchange of friendship that cause it to be said of Quakers 

that never a rop of their blood shod by an Indian. 

ntl.le at ono tim there as s close union of Church 

and State on the Delaware as could be found anywhere it was 

because the tch Reformed Church furnished no pa tor, the 

Church of England had not yet ent missionar· s, the Presby

terians had not y t been force to floe for religious freedom, 

17 
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o.nd th Dela re Valley uld b.av been without r 11 lous 

mini trat1on 1.f Carl Lock and Dominie Fr br1c1us in , ite 

o their f ult had not been restored to religious rv1c. 

n bat rally great man Erick Bjork and h s compan

ion , v. Andr w Rudman and Jona Auren cam to preach th 

Gosp , both Bjork am Rudman, besid min1ate1"ing to th 

sees n the r vast but acatt red parishes on both sid 

of th river, pr ached occasionally in English to the astor

le En ish church and thu e tablished a brotherhood that 

h lped to make a Chr1sti commonw alth of the Delaware comm.un

ity and res or d th fr edom of conscienc and the estimation 

o uc tion tha the great Gu tavus Adolphus vi ioned in 

est bl hin hi colony. 

1ll1am enn who associated with them in daily lif and 

o e led some of them into public service called the Swedes 

"a plan, trong, 1n ustrious p ople ••• I see few young men 

mor o er or nduatrious.u H nry c. Conrad ays the following 

trib t t th ir nfluenc It cannot ther fore be que tioned 

that th rly e ttlement of Delawar by these one thou nd 

o on dau tere of th rugged old Nore rac, so near 

\cin o our own Ang o-Saxon, was a highly ,fortunat event, and 

one 1c in many ay, racially and otherwise, has wrought 

bap y r ul · which 111 long endure. ~y nd glowing have 

been the eulogie paid to these subject of the gr at Gu tavus, 

o ou t to realiz hi splendid dream of tounding in the N w 

orl an asylum for the oppressed of th Old. The Rev. • 

eyncld, • D. in his Introduction to this translation of 
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er l1u # aye 'The Swedish colony on the Delaware has de ply 

an widely aff cted the state and national character.'' 

In r £erring to the Swedish m1n1aters holding a aatoral 
rr 

rela on to the whol population, Dr. Horac Burr says: The 

influence of those educated and refined Christian g ntlemen 

a undoubte ya gr at power for goo in the formation of the 

eh racter of th people." 'He styles the 'Old wed.es• Church 

o t not d and venera le of the architectural re aina of 

colon al. day on ela are soil. Long may it tand monument 

to th memory- of its projector end builder, the zealous, earnest 

and pat ent ick Bjork and his f ithtu.l fellow-la orer, a 

ble ing to the surrounding inhabitants and an object o vener-

at1on nd c r of the citizens of ilm.1ngton, hether they 

tr ce their descent from those who helped re r the ~lls or 

of other 1 neage. 1 
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English Contribution to karly Education 

The contribution that English settlers made to education in 

Delaware must of necessity come at fiI•st through Pennsylvania. 

The Quakers who sailed up the Delaware with Penn v10re educated 

to the extent of being able to read and write. Some of them had 

university training and all had a keen sense of the value of 
M-1.. 

education;\producing orderly and law abidine people. 

During the 17th Century the English had made many attempts 

to settle along the Delaware, but had been repelled by the Swedes 

and Dutch. Though no English colony vms established on Delaware 

s oil there were a few Englishmen from New England or from Ma1"y

land and Virginia who had established homes here, The Quakers had 

flourishing colonies at Salem and Burlington in West Jersey and at 

Chester and other points on the west side of the river. The advent 

of the I<'riends brought a more intelligent and aggressive people 

than the earlier settlers whose importance immediately began to 

wane. 

The Dulce of York under whom the region was ruled from 1664 
I 

tol682 had already made provision for education for arnong his rules 

we find the following dated 1676: 

"The Constable and Overseers are strictly required frequently 

to admonish the inhabitants of instructing their Children and Ser

vants in matters of religion an':1 the laws of the Country, and that 

the Parents and •1asters do bring up their Children and Apprentices 

in some honest and lawful Calling, Labour or employment. And if any 
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Children or Servants become rude, stubborn or unruly refusing to 

hearken to the voice of their Parents or Masters the Constable's 

and Overseers (where no .Tustice of the Peace shall happen to dwell 

within ten miles of the said Town or Parish) have power on Complaint 

of their Parents or Masters to call before them such an Offender 

and to inflict such Corporal punishment as the merit of their fact 

in their Judgement shall deserve not excepting ten Stripes, provid

ed that such Children and servants be eighteen years of age. 11 

How much more constructive Penn's provision for education 

written in England in 1682. 

11 Twelfth. That the Governor and Provincial Council shall erect 

and order all publick schools and encourage and reward the authors 

of useful sciences and laudable inventions in the said Province 

- - - - and, fourthly a committee of manners, education and arts, 

that all wicked and scandalous living may be prevented, and that 

youth may be successively trained up in virtue and useful know

ledge and arts." 

Education was a matter dear to Wm Penn's heart. His Dutch 

mother's influence speaks through him where he v,rote to his wife 

and children as he embarked for America."Here is a foreword for 

Trade School and Industrial Educatioil~ 

c,For their learning be liberal. Spare no cost for by such 

parsimony . all is lost that is saved; but let it be useful know

ledge, such as is consistant with truth and Godliness, not cherish

ing a vain conversation or idle mind, but ingenuity mixed with in

dustry is good for the body and m~nd too. 
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I recommend the useful part of mathematic 1 s as bullding houses 

or ships, measuring, surveying, dialling, navigation; but agricul

ture is especially in my eye; let my children be husbandmen and 

housewives; it is industrious, honest and of good example.~'.) 

The first arrivals on the Delaware are not to blame that 

Public Education as we know it was of slow development in Penn's 

colonies. Hear how soon the first general assembly met soon after 

the arrival of Penn and accepted the provisions for general educat

ion which Penn had prepared and printed in England before journey

ing here.On December 4, 1882 they met in Chester and accepted the 

provisions already quoted as well as passing the Great Law con

sisting of seventy-one chapters, of which Chapter LX contains 

the following remarkable provision: 

Thus we see t.hat the slow development of Education in not 

only the three Lower Counties but in Penn's fair state as well was 

due to no lack of vision on the part of the founders but to certain 

social conditions, to sparsely settled territory and to a lack of 

comprehension of the inherent equality of mankind • 



Submitted by - Ellen Samvrorth 
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Early Education in Dela.ware 

It is impossible to consider the history of 

schools in ~elaware from a local point of view be

cause educat on in a democracy to be efficient must 

be state wide and free. Each sect:on is rich or poor 

in the quality of its private schools and its special 

schools and colleges in the contribution they make to 

human needs. To be worth while in America private 

schools and colleges must be labratories where ex

pcrimentat on in new fields, new methods may be proved 

at private expense before public adoption, or they 

must be schools for advanced learning and spec al tec

niques . 

The schools of the Territories on the Delaware 

date back to the earliest explorers and colon sts in 

America for the Dela.ware Bay and River wide open to the 
' 1 

sea.,invited adventurous navigators from many landl to 

harbor here. Some crune and went, some came and stayed, 

but all left some evidence of their advent or some claim 

to the territory. 

Henry Hudson was the first on record in h s 

Half J!oon to sa·1 into the River's mouth in his quest 

for the Northwest Passae;e August 28, 1609 , but find ng (A-p. 2..:) 

the river difficult to naviga~e , he left and sailed 

n,rthward. 



Pae;e 2 

His entrance established a claim to both sides of the 

valley through discovery. 

In April 1621, a Dutch ship of eighteen guns 
. ~~ 

entered the _jay under Peter ~!eyes with Gilles ~:ossett 
rj~//~ ~uL/ci:d J~~~~-

as commissary.,\ Peter Heyes left >!ossett in charge and 

sa led away. (A. p.J~ 
No educational influence resulted from this colony 

of thirty men for the Indians massacred them to a man very 
1> Jii;_ ~ • 

soon after ~ e sailed away, but the doughty Captain JJ.t/~ 

attempted to renew the colony as a whaling ground. Find-

ing the expense of the enterprise too great for the results 

obtained, and the men too few in ntj.mber to hold the place 

against the Indians, Devries took his men and sailed to 

New Amsterdam thence back to Holland sometime in 1633 and 

no other colony was planted within Delaware territory until 

the comine; of the Swedes in 1638. 

Unlike the Dutch, who were traders eager for gain 

the Swedish King Gustavas Adolphus saw in the ~est Indies, 
) 

as all America was then called, a land where His Majest1/s 

dominions might be greatly expanded, and the cause of 

~ greatly advanced. 

Unfortunately for Swedish supremacy in the New World, 

Gustavas Adolphus fell in battle at Lutzen before his ideas 

of colonization could be carried out, but his able Prime 

Minister, .\xel Oxenstiern, was in harmony with his King's 

ideas and proceeded to set forward His Majesty's plans 

for colonization. 



Page 3 

Three Dutch traders, disgusted with their treat

ment by their own country or disgusted with the methods 
I 

used by the Dutch in carrying out their trading enter

prises, left Holland and gave their allegiance to Sweden 

helping Sweden establish colonies on the Delaware. 

William Usselinx, 1623 or 24, who had been in

strumental in organizing the Dutch West India Company+-

Peter Minu t left Holland and gave their counsel to 

Sweden. Samuel Bloemmaert joined them later and helped 

organize a Swedish trading company called the "Swedish 

South Sea· Company" chartered May 1, 1637. Th s company 

was later called The Swedish-Dutch Company. 

The Swedish-Dutch Company provided two ships, the 

Key of Kalmar, a large man-of-war and the Griffin, a 

small sloop, ,n1ich sailed December 1637 or early January 

1638 from Gutenburg. Many hindrances delayed the sailing 

westward, but once they got under way they had a com

paratively speedy passage for that time. They entered 

the Delaware Bay in March as is shown by a document dis

covered in Sweden in 1876 which shows that Peter M nuit 

bought a tract of land from an Indian chief on .!arch 29, 

1638, undoubtedly the site of Fort Christina. (t. -p. l j) 
The spring was early that year and the green flower

decked shores of the Delaware Bay and River wh·ch the 

Swedes called Nya Swerige 1 s Elf, New Sweden's River, must 

have been a joy to eyes whose last sight of home had been 

n the dead of winter. LA ,. P-3?) 



Pace 4 

After landing for a brief enjoyment on shore and for a 

supply of fresh water., the expedition re-embarked from 

what they had aptly called Paradise Point and sailed north

until they came to a broad creek of which Minuit probably 

had some knowledge th.rough a previous exploration. Entering 

the creek they soon crone to a spot now known as "The Rocks", 

an excellent wharf., less than two miles from the Delaware 

River. Upon these rocks the passeil[;ers of the Key of 

Kalmar and the Griffin landed; the hardy pioneers who 

settled the first permanent colony on Delaware. This 

landing place is at the foot of 6th Street in Wilmington 

not far from Old Swedes Church and within one yard of the 

McCullough Iron Company's works. 

VJh le this company of men established the first 

permanent settlement on Delaware soil and built the first 

crude dwellings, t~o log houses, for their shelter and de

fense, they did not introduce any element of education in 

their colonization scheme. Their enterprise savored more 

of the Dutch desire for trade than of the Swedish desire for 

human expansion and development. Yet this venture was the 

seed planted to yield rich growth in thines of the spirit 

as well as in material returns. 

While the first expedition was commercial in character 

the Swedish partners in this little company which sent out 

the Fort Chr stina colony had from the first been un ted on 

a scheme of colonization, national in character for they sa-,r 

of what importance the colony under national and political 

relationship would assume. 



Page 5 

Charles Flemine became the special leader of the 

work n Sweden, a position for which he was well fitted, 

both by h s connection with the company and because he 
I 

had become President of the College of Comrnerce, which 

body henceforth gave close attention to the colony. 

The Dutch leader, Minuit., having lost his life in 

a West Indian hurricane in the harbor of St. Christopher 
_J 

the Swedish leaders went again to the great maritime 

Dutch nation for a successor to Minuit and chose 

Captain Cornelius Van Vliet who had been for several 

years in the Svrndish Service. 

Referenc;• -J, r~J:~:~.;~f /0, _ ~ I ~JMIMJ-
:£,J (j(l·~1vfµ ~ 'r'~ J w¥ 
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The report concerning Rev. John Polhemus arriving in 

New Castle in 1657 is without proof. In a letter from A. J. 

F. van Laer, State Archevist of New York, dated Nov. 2, 1938, 

he informs a member of the Writers' Project at Wilmington 

of the following facts: 

We are assured that Rev. Johannes Theodorus Polhemus 

probably lef't Brazil on the ship St. Charles at the end of 

April,1654 and could hardly have reached the Delaware before 

May 21/31 when Fort Casimir was in the hands of the Swedes. 

It is unlikely that Polhemus organized a Dutch church there 

before departing for New Amsterdam, i•a1 though he may possibly 

have stopped and preached there. At all events we lmow that 

Polhemus almost immediately after his arrival at New Amsterdam 

went to Midwout, L. I., and that there was no regular minister 

at New Castle until Dominie ~vardus Weilus was sent tnere from 

Amsterdaim. 11 

I r4-
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Notes on Church at Christina 
Amandua Johnson-Swed0s- on the Delaware-1927 revlsion 

p.111- "About May 10 the ramparts (of Ft. Christina) weee 

col'lole .. ed .---Two houses were erected inside the palisades, one of v1hich 

was probably used for a dwelling house,the other for a macazine or 

storehouse. 

p.134-135-"Rev.neorus Torkillus ,who arri.ved in 1640 conducted 

,.,+ 

ser ices in Ft.Christina in accordance with Swedish law.-----0ne of the 

:touses built by Minuit undoubtedly did duty as a meetinp;-h0use for a time 

but it if! qui.te certain that a cha el was erected abou 1641 or 1642. 

----we may feel certain that the authcri ties did not fail to ins:truct 

Ridder to build a flace of worship ,and that he obe·ed the order,altho 

we have nr record to tell thetale.We know that there was a house of worship 

in thecolony in 1643,for Brahe,answerinr Printz's letter of Arril 12, 

adrrionished the r;overnor to decorate their 11 li tt-le church in the Swe,:i~h 

custom. 11 

Frontisniece to Dutch and Swedes on the Delaware , a map of 1654, 

photographed from the o ririnal, shows only two bui ld~s inside thP 

re.lisnde v1hich could rrssi bly be larce enou r·h for a chaJ el. 

I checked all t:lt?ree books,and found references to conterriporary 

letters and re~orts r iven for all statements,excer t those clearly 

labe 1 led as infE'rences. 



Education 

• e 1 " s tlc. 

Our first school master, Evert Peterson, came from 

Holland in 1658. Later he was succeded by Abeilus Zetscooren. 

The authorities of the Upland desired his serives in 1663, 

but the people of New Castle would not give him up. 

An act was passed o~ June 13, 1772, 1 setting aside a part 

of the State House lot of land in the Northwest corner of the 

grave yard of Immanuel Church, on which to erect a school-house 

•••••• to be for that use forever'. 

An Academy was built in 1800 and encorporated in 1801. 

The act of January 301 1801, provided as trustees of the 

Nevi Castle academy: "Kensey Johns, James Booth, George Read, 

Archibald Alexander, James Riddle, James Aoldwell, Nicholas 

Van Dyke, James McCalmont, and John Bird. The trustees had 

charge of the building only; the school was under individual 

control. Samual Jacquett was tha teacher here for many years 

The school was known as the New Castle Academy{Institute). 



The Beginnins of Educ< tion in Del r vmre 

'.'e 'Jeln:,:areans who are so fond of our 11 Eirsts 11 crn lay 
no cln.im to being first in Education, though those early 
colonists, the Swedes and the Dutch,left r: fine, but spor
adic contribution to educational endeavor. 

Gustavus Adolphus (1626) planned a colony in the New 
1 I ,lorld where II schools nnd churches will flourish and ,vhere 

l / /~ 
those vn10 have learned something, will be promoted to 
dignity rnd position. 11 I ;,Ten die but ideals of truth never 
die. Killed in 1632, Gustavus l'ldolphus never saw his pro
ject "the jewel of bis crovm" carried into effect but 
Oxenstiern, his pprec.:. ati ve m~ nj_ster, j_naugurated tl--..e 

t scheme, end to him the first perm nent coloniz&tion (1638) 
1! 01 on the banks of the Jelawo.re is due • .L 

The Swedish contribution to education was throue;h 
the same channel that education flowed in Sweden, the 
Church, a State institution nd the clergymo:n or some 
lesser church officer was s~'1oolm ster &lso. 1n a new 
state where defence &gainst Indiu1s and the hard task 
of v;resting a livin~ from a virgin country toolc up all 
the enerey, educ~tion was not the first need considered. 
Yet in 1640 the Queen of Sweden gave to Henry Hockhrunmer' 
and Company a grant and pr~ vilege for the establish."n.cnt 
of a colony in 17 ew ~.\·rnd'Em . In it appears the following 
provision for educntion* 3 

"The Patrons of this colony shall be 
obliged to support at .sll times as many 
1inisters and schoolm::sters r.s the number 

of :nhrbjtants shall seen to require,and 
to choose moreover for this purpose . per
sons who have at heart the conversion of 
the pagan inh8nitanta to Christianity. 11 

11i.mong the instruc tions given to l,overno1~ Printz (1642) 
was the following; 11 to supnort 2, proper ecclesi· stical dis
cipline, to urge instruction and virtuous educction of the 
young • 11 ,'1-( 

The clifficul ty in the early education Eri1ong the Swedes 
was the lack of boolcs, yet_,r,,r. Rudman wr:i tes 11 Almost everyone 
ca:ri read. 11 .1r . Biork writes, "I cannot ir.ention without 
a8 tonishment, but to the honor of thefle people)tnat we hardly 
found here three fwedish books, but they 5re so rnxious for 
the imnrover.1ent of thei1~ children that they lent them to one 
another so tbat they could all r·e&d toler~bly well. 11 

Later the =n~lish governors of the prov:nces allowed 
the Swedes perfect liberty in religious and educational aff
airs and these first se:t;tlers on the Delaware mie:ht h3.ve 
left an established educat~onul syste~ but for three 2dverse 
circumstr,nces; the want of toolcs , of Sthool-masters, of school
houses. 



Besides the hnrdships oi' colonization the e&rly Dutch, 
Swedes, and Engli~h settlers were disturbed by the struggle 
for supremf'cy in contested territo1°y. :::t is unfair to expect 
8. record of Swedish or Dutch educational establishment, yet 
in spite of odds against them 7 they did makeNpraisworthy uttL 
empts to instruct their children in the rudiments of com..inon 
learnin[, and Chri~tian theolog-y-.'> This becruse the ::iutch came 
from landsl'tfn1 th · ast adv~nced in general education of all 
the co1intries of Europe)' 1 

The first Dutch settlement (1631) on Lewis Creek was so 
soon exterminated by the Indians that almost no record remains 
and the patent to Lord Baltimore (1632) gave the Dutch an 

f )L._,.English rival before they could possess the land • ...:!. 1Ihus the 
Dutch mr.de no important settlement sn the Delz..ware until :1Iew 
Ams tel ( 1657) was founded by colonists from~, An1sterdam • ..t.. 

/ s in S,IOden, so in Iloll2.nd, the Church controlled 
education but''was the first country in Europe to establish 

krS1ta..11t,a system of public schools similc.r to the schools we now 
know by that name l.3 Part of a letter from ,Tohn of Nassau 
to his brother, the Pr~nce of Orange contains the following 
p::ssr>.ge, "You must urge upon the States General that they 
should estnblish free schools vrhere children of quality , s 
well cl.S of poor f r.milies for a very small sum could be vrnll 
and Christianly-, educated and brought up. 11 

<'<'.:':'he first Drovision made by the .JU.tch for ea.ucation in 
-,el' W".re occurs in the conditions offered by the city of 
1.Illsterda.m in 1656 to settlers on the :Selavn.re River. The 

~~ city of Amsterdam agreed to send thither a proper person fo~ 
schoolmaster who shall also read the Holy Scr:'...ptures and set 
the Psalme. '.i.1he first :J'utch schoolmaster in Delaware of whol"l 
we have record was Evert Petersen who came to New Amste:t-:i:n 

;,"i 1656 with the first emigrants. 1rhat he at once organized a J) J-
school is proved by his first letter to Holland August 19, 1657 

'11here is little to relc..te concerning Dutch schools in 
other 8ections of Lelaw re. 'There w~ s a lot in Lewis dorn::ited 
for a school-' 0"se when Lewis was nothing but :1n Indian vill·1ce, 
(1650), but whether a school wD.s built is not known. 

'11hls is but a brief sketch of educ dtion among the Lutch, 
but,as the English rule increased the mtch .nd the Swedes 
·ttent"ed the I~nflish Churches, used the Enc;lish l'nguaf,e and 
so education merces into one record. 
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a.me of Streets 
Changed from,,. to ••• 

JanUUT 1a.1a66, Karah Road l'Ullning from the W1l• 

m1ngton•Ph11adelph1a turnpilte to Shellpot Dam was changed 

to Vandever Avenue. 

The mmbera on KaJ'ket Street prior to 1850 ran•• 

tollcnraa-

Water to Front, 1 to 11 inclusive 

Front to second lS to 36 inclusive 

Second to 1'h1l-d 37 to 64 • 
Third to Pourth 65 to 8' • 
Fourth to Fifth 85 to 110 • 
P1tth to Sixth 111 to 188 • 
Sixth to Seventh 129 to 168 • 
Seventh to Eighth 159 to 185 • 
Eighth to 111.nth 191 to 21, • 
B1nth to Tenth 815 to 230 .. 
In March ot that 7ear the old method of numbering waa 

discarded and the decimal or block ayatem put into use. 

1f1lm,ngton in 1e,1. 
In 18'76 Wilmington had groa to a communit,- ot 351 000 

persona. Jolma L. Simmons was the ma70r and there were ten 

wards, two coune1lm.en being chosen trom each instead ot the 

three mentioned 1n 1845. The city then had a Oh1et ot Police, 

two special policemen, two sergeants, one for the Western 

an4 one tor the Eaetern diatriote, and 18 policemen, three for 

each ot 11x diatric ts• They were appointed bf the mayor• 
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Locality - 11m1n ton 

Submitte by - ob rt Ca pbell 

Date - D ce. ber 7, 1935 

f 
I INGTON - ( 11 - ming - ton) - Originally illin town 

from Thomas illing who laid out lots long the Christian iver 

in 1731 near the present site of .arket Street bridge. 

Corrupted into ilm1ngtoh, pos~ibly through s1m1l' r1ty in 
, / / 

sound to the name of Lord 1lm1ngton. , I 
C ISTINA RIVER• (Cris - tee - na) - Commonly but 

incorrectly called Christiana. as first called inquas Hill 

by Dutch explorers from the inquas Indians livin in the 

eigh.borhood. Na.med Christina by the first edish settlers 

arriving in 1638 in honor o their Queen Christina. 
I 

BAND INE IV - (Bran - dy - wine) - First called 

Fiske Kill or Fishkill by early settlers. Later known as 

Br ntweins' Creek, corrupted to r ndywine. 
I 

SHELLPOT C EEK - (Shell - pot) - Name as originally 

Skyl addly of Dutch origin. Corrupted by the En lish first 

to Skillpaddle and then to hellpot. 

Reference: 

History of Dela are. 

Brandywine -

Shellpot -

1lm1n ton and Christiana - Scharf's 



~ 
CilA?V' I STREET AI.:ES 

On December 31, 1835, the follo,1n changes in 

stre t {"\ es were 1 de by City Ordinances of that date : 

Hi ;h 1 a cha ed to Fo th 

ueen to Fifth 

H nover to S xth 

road o ~eventh 
illJ ton Ordinances 

u. 1885- ent to , 1 · th 

265 

327 

331 

888 pp . 

11 , Str ets 

.ood to ·1nth 

Chestnut to Tenth 

Eliz b th to leventh 

Dickinson to T elfth 

Fro.nl_rlin to hirt enth 

nshin ton to Fourteenth 

, tidham to Fifteenth 

By ordinunce of arc1 12, 1846, Pasture Street 

as cho.1 cd to ,nshir. ton Street . 

y or in nee of July 24, 1862, ill Street uas 

cha.I1Ged to 1~teenth; ranklin ~treot between Front and 

Secon Stre ts nnd bet een efferson and adison treots 

s changed to Christina Street . 

ct of Gener 1 Assembl of January 18, 1866, 

?"a.rah oad, ru.nni fr. the ilmin ton- Phi adelphia turn

o.s chano:ed to Vandever Avenue . pike to 

B ordin ce of July 6, 1932, ast ,.,r nt venue 

and .... t Gr nt Av nue t en Barry ~tre t nd L nc ter 

venu :ra changed t ancroft Par ay. 

The stre t fro Thirtieth i arket Streets to Pine 

... treet lo Price's Run Pa1"k 1as g ven tho rutEe of D nby 

,4 



1 il in, on 
c, l 31 P . 8 

' 4~ 
Pa. e 2 

Street in 1926, in honor of John .1 . Danby. 

House .umbers 

In the early days, the house ero n ber d serially, 

1th ec.cb hbus0 reckoned basically o.s a unit . l 0 numl:-ers 

were on th est s de of the street; even nu.~ber on the east 

aide, as at present . 

Accordins to the nDirectory and ~e ster for tho 

Borou of t ilrni ton" of 1814, the number on arket tre t 

ran s follo,s: 

ater to Front l to 12 inclusive 

ront to econd - 13 to 36 " 
Third to Hi - 37 to 64 n 

Hi to ueen 85 to 110 It 

ueen to H novor - 112 to 128 n 

Hanover to road - 129 to 158" 

rod to Kent - 159 to 185 rt 

Kent to Wood 191 to 21 If 

ood to Che tnut - .:!15 to 230" 

230 ·s the highest number listed in the 1814 

dir ctory. 

ordinance of City Council , ated farch 24, 1859, 

tho block ysto of nwnberine houses ~as dopted . Th sis 

also called the dec1 1 system. 



u t+; • 

lit ll t 

r 

.o 

oi 

00 , t 

0 

l 

C 

t C 1 n. 
ti on 

:r oh 0 

c pitul tion 

vill ., w h 

1 1n on 

0 

.-c 

• 

Oct b , l 7 

00 • 

tin, or r l, J n 

ny C 10 0 d w re 

• 
t outh o Cl 1etl ro k 

H o I 

• ·out• or• ooht, • 0 , •• 
1 0 t ckl • 

8 t ttl r • 

1 c llca tl t 

ov ort 

bu.11 lll l • n • ich t e pre-

u 0 0 C 1 tin ' n l I ea 

o th 1r I t oft 

thy loo t in 

1 t t ful t th • C 0 1 on th 19th 



n 

• a 

quest 

tl t y ar the t to 

t y t in truct1ons t1 

or of C n ti t 

on ert ct i ok. n on a 

t t ut or1 t "l 

y I 

ck, 

t th 

20, 7, 

ee • h 

;i. o 1 

1tt. 

l 

ct 

r rt1 n still 

, 

qu at 

nt 

aaaycnck, 

let r, 

orde d to 

Finland, 

no. 

••• , or onto 1Verdr1t1ge ook. 1 It a at the 

l tt 

%0 

b7 u 

braoed t 

t t 

of 1 

c rie 

d oeau tion, a 

• r 

num • it t ir tam.111 • each n 

b c int 1 

• o ot th obtain d t1tle 

n l 6' (T- re newed by t 

C s • •tro bl 

l 

hout title to land, 

t nta • z•• 

r1 or, now 

in on 1 er ble 

ont and 

n co on tor 

r the Dutoh, an4 

In 1 

t y 

the 

Vic• 

ted Jun 21st, 

•• 
an 

o ort s m1r, e Cran Hook 



h f 111 r o tl on rtr cht 

I ook n th • out; t ow t '.t. n ook or c ine Hook 

n ct. < l o c or t int 1 101 0 

C tl, until but 1675-761 n t n settl t re. 

.n 11 t in oft 1tory, • t o 

r n r o th ru ry 7, l · , 1con·1101 · t th 

in 

Th 

it n , prin 1 d a, hould b )rot ct n t ir r' ~ta. 

, b 

pt nts rom th v rnor, 

n el w re, to 1 d1v1duala, ft 

r stoJ:• 

rd 

th 

gain tote 

C lle. The tr t rant 

given 

arch 5,163, bout nt· ft r th c 1 ul tion t t.e tutch. 

t nte to 11 l ,i leon, r., ·rendrick iel on, thy a 1 l• 

l 

'l 1 r n ccni'i Jun 

1 67. t h ·1 f f1.tst 

V rt u1~ I 1 no 

p s nc f fore un 

Au t • .,,7, ,. ~ni .. nt 

lt h 1n t ection 
l.el 

( ontinu 

a 
o c rt ine 

I l' co 

ort , 
11 to 

r l ir 

1 1 

- • cl l' I 

9. 

on n xt p e.) 

0 

ob 

r1n1ty 
nd 

, unu ry a, 
lt o 

0 b the 

rt Carr, 

u d by the 

r 



"A tint unt 
t el mr • 

to Jo 

.. wl de en • " ( . 

t 

u on e fifth 
!1 lson, 
Jr. for 

round 

• 123-124) 

unt r. 1111 m ~om, or an I 1 nd 



1670 "An Or< e,. !'o 
ben fitt o 

0 
( 

History Countz• 

4 
5 

i lsen o. to Enjoy 
to ·he ~n t eir Pt nt. 

• 

ye 
F.ie rd 

on ot 
r1n1ty 
a p rts 

t 

Tho Duko f 

y 

t1 o• 



d' 1 t101 
.,. 

t 

i th •iein t~ 1 

t n t y I' no h1 t 

1 t r 1. 

' e 1" I t I. n t 11 tl 

o e orn r" 1 l 2 1 un 

1 C t t 

.11 

r d. 

I 

utch ord for v 

colony of inns n 

of trouble t th 

( ouble, roubl 

nu pli by tl 

n rm ho fore 

tion or trc 1 

tch# hcnco it 1 

xnt on., or 

Lutch to th tro 

do t .rin ty Hook. 

6 

C t th tr rn 

re or blo for rl 

of tl1 n 1 not tr1ctl 

}) C nom t I tr u l -

on tr n 1 tion of Dutch 

_n n t a th t v rdriet;f 1 ... 

t .1- t~omous 

pr "rin 

obviou t rook 

ol BO • iv 

bl OMC C 1 n nd 



L CATIO: 1 in ton 

u m1tted bya • ctob r 2 , 19 7 

ubject : 0 I C t1ee lo ck - u 1 ntar note 

" tter. 1111 eeckman to 1r r tu vesant •• 

' bel, onorable •• 

"on in t. our 
ol to 

7 

oorner• 
• • 

1 ew• t l 
the 21 t of June, 1 62. I • CA-.,,(. 

XII, 84-5.) 

7. 



LOOATI0lh Wilmington 

Submitted bys J. SWEENEY 

Subject 

/J/ 

C. Lis'"' clrn:.an 
WAAney ' s ~ie l d 

_his copy _ cir 0.1. ' · ce 
fi le 

September 27, 1937 

NtThe Black-Katt's kill' was a small creek which entered the 
Brandywine about a turlon below the rail-road brid • It waa 
formerly one of the outlets tor the great body ot water, which, on 
the recession of the tide, bad to be d1aohar ed rrom the marsh below 
the old church. It is now (1846-JS) tilled up and converted into 
grazin ground, but can still be traoed by its •reeds and rushe•,' 
through all its s1nuoua course, to 1ta former mouth in a small cove, 
on the south side of the Brandywine, nearly oppo 1 te a small two • 
story brick house on andever•s plaoe. It 1a said to have taken ita 
title from a transport ship called 'the Black Cat,' whioh oame fram 
Sweden about the year 1646, under Prints• administration, and which 
wintered !n the creek that still bears its name.Ml 

While abaenoe of annotation leaves the £ore oing statement• 
o! Ferrie "out in the cold," Johnson'• exhaustive work ·ahowa no~ 
br Blaok Oat) coming to Ne Sweden before 1649, when the outward-bound 
Swedish ship "KattanM (ttThe Oat") wa1 lost near Porto Rioo.2 

Acrelius, who was accepted as an auth tative writer b7 Ferri• 
and who came in 1749 - 100 years after the Swedi h Oat went on her 
last voyage - to serve aa a church minister in Wilmington, wrote 111. 
hia Histo~ of New Sweden &0.1 · 

"Under Governor Pi=!nts, ships oame to the colony in three 
distinct voyages. The r~rat ahip was the Black Cat, with 
amun tion and merohandiae for the Indiana.Na 

In view of the lmown inaccuracy of Ferris and Acrelius, both 
ot whom seem to have placed reat relianoe on tradition, it 1a d1tt1• 
cult to aoo pt the po 1tion to which their writings pointJ still, of 
course, the 1na1gnif1cant oreek may have been either the Sw dish 
Cat's 111 or t~• kill of a Dutoh ca, that n.a at the W••• Ind.lea tm 
incr about 1aa. -

1. Ferris• Hieto3 of the Original Settlements on the Delaware, 196 
2. Jo son's Swe ah Settlements on the Delaware, Ia 267,270,278 
a. Acreliua' Hiatoj; of New Sweden, &o.1 translated b7 Reynold.a, 29 
4. Documents Reiat veto the Colonial H story of the State o n 

York, Ia iU, 165, 166 

Po1tacript1 In the Swedish edition o~ Aoreliua work (p.29) now in 
the 11mirigton' Inst1tute Free Libral"J' the vessel is called 
Swart& Kattan and the capital letter• (S,lt) are in extra-dark 
print, therefore Swed.1 h-En 11ah and Engliah•Swediah 
dictionaries in the a e library will show that Swart& Kattan 
has been properly translated a• Black ca,. 
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Joseph E. Schell 

April 9; 1940 

CHANGE OF STREET NAMES 

Cities and Towns 
Wilmington 

0 

An ordinance to change the names of certain streets 
within this City. 

section 1: 
Be it ordained, by the City Council of Wilmington, 

that the street known by the name of High St eet, shall from 
and after the passage of this ordinance, be styled and called 
Fourth st. 

Queen street be called 
Hanover " u n 
Broad " n " 
Kent u n n 
Wood tt n u 
Chestnut n n u 
Elizabeth" u u 
Dickinson" " " 
Franklin" " " 
Washington st." n 
Stidham st. tt " 

section 2: 

Fifth st. 
Sixth St. 
seventh St. 
Eighth St. 
Ninth St. 
Tenth St. 
Eleventh St. 
Twelfth St. 
Thirteenth St. 
Fourteenth st. 
Fifteenth st. 

And be it further ordained, by the authority aforesaid, 
That wooden labels, with the names of the streets painted on them, 
so as plainly to be distinguishable, shall be put on at least 
two of the corners, that are now or shall hereafter be improved, 
diagonally, at every intersection of the said streets with Market 
street, the one on the east side of Market Street to have the 
word East prefixed to the name of the crossing street, and that 
on the west side to have the word West prefixed to the name of 
the crossing street in like manner. 

Section 3: 
Be it orda·ined, by the authority aforesaid, That any person 

or persons who shall take down, remove, deface or in any manner 
destroy the said labels or boards, shall for every such offence, 
forfeit and pay a fine of ten dollars. 

Passed at the City Hall: December 31st, 1835. 

Bibliography: 
The Ordinances of the City of Wilmjngton. published by authority of 
City Council, Wilmington, Del., Johnson & Chandler, 1849, 240p - p.46,47. 



J. F. Pote 
Nov. , 1940 

Education in r ela 
olonial P rlod 

CHOOL HELD I CASTLE COU HOUSE 

It is agr ed b the Court that the orth t 

of th Court House ma be us d for a chool-Houae. In 
r 

Conaider tion wher ot Rich rd • illiam sq. prom1s th to 

p y into the Tr ury of th1 County the sum of 1 pounds 

P nnum for the m for th u of the Public. - nd th 

Court do a re that the id Rich rd q 1111am hall hav 

1ng of the Court House tor a Public OfC1ce 

at any Tim h ball think proper to ent r into the s m 

And that the sam my be occupi d aa lchool-hou e this 

pre nt le r (it the 

or chu e th sam shall be o used) without nd Oona1d ra

tion th r .fore. 

ov mber 1770. 

rom ss1ons Docket, 17 9-i7?6. g • 



V, E •. Shaw 
April 15, 1940 

Section II 

EDUCATION IN DELAWARE 
1792-1830 

Accumulation and protection of the school fund was con

scientiously attended to from the time the act was passed. The 

first report of the Trustee, taken from the House Journal of 1797, 

contains enough interesting sidelights to warrant its reproduction 

in full: 

"AGREEABLE to the act of Legislature, entitled, 1An aet to 

create a fund sufficie.iit to estublish schools i n this state, 1 

passed the ninth day of February, One Thousand Seven Hundred and 

Ninety-six; the State Treasurer begs leave to represent that some 

time in the month of July last, he received information from the 

Secretary of the State of Delaware, that there was in his hands 

about the sum of Six Hundred Dollars, which he had received on ac

count of marriage licenses; in consequence thereof I immediately 

purchased three shares of stock in the Baul:: of Delaware, at Two Hun

dred and Thirty Dollars per share, w:ith the instalments paid up, 
/ 

that on the fifteenth of December last I received from the Cashier 

of said Bank the sum of Thirty-four Dollars, which was declared by 

the Directors to be due on the above stock for the last six months; 

and that on the fourth of this instant January, I received from the 

Secretary the further sum of Four Hundred and Fifty Dollars, which 

sum, together with the balance remaining in my hands after paying 

for the said stock, shall be applied agreeable to the direction of 

the above recited act, as soon as the nature of the case will admit 
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of. You will observe in the report of the Auditor of Accounts, that 

the sum of Eight Hundred Dollars was received by me from the Secretary, 

on the tenth of November last, which sum includes the Six Hundred 

Dollars above mentioned. 

"The statement hereto annexed will, perhaps, be better 

comprehended than in the manner stated above. 11 

1796 

Dr. The State of Delaware, in account 

with Thomas Sipple, Trustee of the~ 

to establish schools. 

July 15. To cash paid Frederick Cr8ig, for 

three shares of stock in the Bank of 
Dolls. Cts. 

Delaware, at 230 dolls. per share - - - 690 00 

Cr. 
By cash of James Booth, 

esquire, 10th Nov. 1796, 

By dividend received at 

Dolls. 
800 

Banks, 15th Dec. - - - 34 

By cash of James Booth, 
esquire, 4th Jan. 1797 450 

1284 00 
594 00 

"The State Treasurer begs leave further to represent, that 

in consequence of the commissions to the Collectors naving been reduced 

from Nine to Seven and a Ralf Dollars per centum, he was put to some 
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difficulty to get good persons to accept the appointment in some 

of the hundreds throughout the state; he therefore hppes that if 

a tax is struck for the present year, you will take this subject 

under consideration, and do that which in your wisdom appears right. 

There is one other circumstance which your Treasurer thinks merits 

consideration, in order to expedite the comin~ of the monies into 

the treasury. It is made the duty of each Collector to obtain a 

certificate from under the hands of two Justices of the Peace, s~ating 

that he/nraaeuse of all legal means to collect the money from the 

persons in his hundred whom he retnrns as delinquents; this cert if 1-· 

cate must then be presented to the Levy Court Commissioners fort heir 

approbation, of course not one collector in the state can make a 

final close of his accounts at the time specified in the law, and 

it alsc ft'..!'nishes them with a very plausible reason why they do not 

pay up. 

"Your Treasurer is of opinion t},at if that part of the 

lQw which obliges the collectors to present the certificate to the 

levy court com.missioners wi;j.s omitted, the tnxes would be sooner 

settled. 

"The above observations and statements are respectfully sub-

mitted. 

"THOMAS SIPPLE, State Treasurer 

"Treasury Office, 11th Jan. 1797. 11 



-4- EDUCATION IN DELAWARE 
1792-1830 

At the next session (1797) three changes were 

,s of Tolaware made. One amended the method of investing the fund. 
1, II , 
, 1296-1G98 Another, because of constitutional requirements, allowed 

id, 1352-1355 

eks, 
, cit , p . 20 
hool Laws of 
la ,are 

821-Sec . 1, 
ct, 58 

81{8 , 
I cit 0 

, G0- 22 

the proceeds of marriage and tavern licences to be bor-

rowed to pay the salaries of judges und the Chancellor, 

and repaid from arrearuge receipts. The third c;j,ss igned 

to the school fund revenue from sale of vacant lands. 

In 1805, Governor David Hall, in his message to 

the Legislature, recommended that steps be taken promptly 

to apply the school f'und to its intended use, since ignor

ance among the poorer residents in sections which had no 

uccess to local schools wus already a serious problem. 

In 1806, 1813, and 182G, the act 01· l 796, as 

amended in 1797, was reenacted-in 1822 without time limit, 

So far as can be learned, its provisions remained in force 

until the Act of 1921. 

Although from 1803 there were svoradic attempts to 

apply the income from the school fund to the assistunce o~ 

Elchools, it was not until 1817 that any action was taken. 

The legislature of that year avpointed trustees for each 

hundred to superintend the education of its poor children; 

empowered the Trustee of the School Fund to turn ovt:r to 

each county treasurer $1000 to be spent for instruction in 



of Del. 
, p, 25c-
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reading, writing, and arithmetic for those "Obviously 

unable to receive the rudiments of an English education 

from any private or other source." Any surpi.us Wul:3 to 

be returned to the county tre~1:3urer by January 1, 1818. 

The maximum for each hundred was set in the act (highest 

in New Castle - vl80 for Christiana; for Kent, ~365 for 

Murderkill; for Sussex, ~150 i·or BroadkilJ.) 

The law was . reenacted with revisions in 1818. 

"The limit for three months instruction was fixed l:l.t 

$2 .50 1 and a like sum in proportion for any longer or 

shorter term' 11 • Careful records were to be kept. Four 

chartered but privately initiated and operated pauper 

schools were given the priv:1.lege of sharing in the State 

fund. Weeks reproduces a report, SUSSEX COUNTY POOR SCHOOL 

EXPENDITURES FOR 1818 which shows the distribution of 

~767 .02. He concludes from the existing records that "the 

purpose oi' the legislators was to promote the organization 

of schools which should draw their 1:3Upport entirely from 

public funds. 11 

A supplementary act in 1821 permitted private 

schools to share in the fu.."1d. 

"That for each and every poor white 
child taught at any incorporated or other 
regular Bnglish school within this State, 
and for whose tuition the teacher thereof 
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can in no other way receive compensation by reason 
of the indigence of such child and his or her rel
atives and friends, one dollar per quarter, or four 
dollars annually, shall be paid out of any unappropri
ated money in the fund for establishing schools within 
this State." 

Weeks comments : 

"Thus it seems not only was the education of the poor 
in Delaware to be branded as such, but it was to be 
done by contract at so much per head. 11 

,I 

/ The legislative sessions from 1822 to 1829 inclusive ordered 

payment of ~~3, 856. 51 (but see below for another figure) to schools 

and individuals for tuition. 

Contemporary accounts of the operation of the law, so far as 

they have been found in research fort his paper, refer only to the 

financial side of the program. There is little to show what sort of 

schools were actually put into practice, or how they were received. 

A few later references, made in defending the public schools adopted 

after 1829 from those who wanted to go back to free education for 

paupers only, indicate that they were extremely unpopular, poorly 

attended, and inefficient. A report of a legislative committee in 1835, 

printed Feb. 3, 1835, in the Delaware G~zette and Watchman~ says that 

schools for paupers alone rod to be supplied in almost every district, 

or some children were still deprived of their right to schooling. 

Except in towns, however, there were not enough eligibles to support 

a satisfactory school for them alone. When poor pupils were admitted 

to private schools, and the teachers paid from the school fund, other 

complications arose, and such a plan was never satisfactory. In many 

d.o 
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places, there was no school available. A 8re~t majority 

of those who were too poor to pay private tuition rates 

for their children were too proud to accept charity. 

Willard Hall, in his report to ~he legisJ.ature explaining 

his free school dra1·t, gives the same reasons for the 

failure of the charity school plHn and spec1ks 01· the experi

ence of a man who hud tried to enroll the eligible students 

in his neiehborhood; he had found the c1ttitude c1lmost uni

versc:11 that schooling, under these terms, was a mere luxury 

that one could accept or reject as c1 matter of taste. 

A second type of education offered. 1·ree of cost 

to individuaJ.s of the poorer classes wc1x the Sunday school, 

introduced into Delaware in 1817. At the beginning, these 

giving instruction in reading, writing, and elementary arith

metic to children and young adults wno were employed during 

the week. The main idea in many cases was to keep adoles

cents out of mischief on their one free ctay. 

The first of these schools, according to Scharf, 

1. II wc1.s opened in 1816 by E . I. du Pont and his daughter, Mrs. 
e92 

Victorine Baud~y, in a building near the powder mills along 

the Brandywine. It offered both religious and secular in

struction to the young people of the community, particularly 

the young boys emplo-yed 1n the plant. The school, says Schar1·, 
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was so successful that it was incorporated in January 1817, 

as the Brandywine Manufacturers' Sunday School. At first 

the project was to be financed by subscription only; by 

1821, however, a law had been passea authorizing the payment 

of not more than ~.20 yearly for each white scholar t1::1.ught 

at a Sunday school, providea no county received more than 

~20U annua.Lly for the purpose. Funds were to be raisea by 

7 tax~tion. Weeks, following Scharf, reports that to and in

cluding 1829, twenty-nine such schools, nearly all of them 

in New Castle and Sussex counties, had receivea grants. 

The transition from mainly or entirely secular schools 

to centers 1·or religious instruction, and the public schools' 

development to the point where they filled the social function 
u.. (),~ 

of the early Sunday schools,~ such w gradual process that 

the subsidy has never been repealed; a few Sunday schools still 

accept it (1939). 

It is true~ controversy over Sunday schools' status 

started shortly after public day schools began to be organized. 

Corresvondence on the subject, indicating both their purpose in 

the eyes of their friends, anu the objections raised against 

them, appeared in the Gazette & Watchman for February 1835. 

A letter signed "Philo," and run under the head "Union 

of Church and State," opposes Sunday schools for these reasons: 

Taxes are collected by law, and, if tax receipts are 

appropriated to any religious object whatever, it constitutes ln 
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fact a union of church and state. ¥e pride ourselves 

on the liberty of conscience allowed under our govern

ment: We can maintain this only if the government 

itself remains free from any official sectarian committ

ments. 

r, 

Sunday schools carried on with public funds 

should teach only reading, writing, arithmetic, and 

other useful knowledge capable of demonstration." 

With such information as a foundation, the chilct as he 

matures can accept whatever religious teaching seems to 

him true. 

The various sects naturally attempt to win 

the allegiance of their young people. This they have 

eve~y right to do ~ram t.b.&iT- ~mrn- funds; the State will 

defend them from interference. But tax money must under 

no circumstances be used for religious instruction. 

A seconu unsigned letter in the same column 

is summarized below: 

The lc:1.ws of Delaware contain a provision for 

schools for the education of children on the SabbQth, 

but make no specia~ provision for religiotBeducation. 

These schools are to be supported by tax funds raised 

in the usual way. The law has been regularly enforced 

since 1821, and the citizens had paid ,1p2u0 annually in 

each county for the support of religious Sunday schools. 
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Is this legal? "Is it not apparent that trey are 

the greut machine of the clergy to rivet their opinions 

on the infant mind before it attains age and strength to 

think for itself?---Would it not be wise to petition the 

legisl~ture against making the specified payments unless 

the schoo~s refrQin from religious instruction, or possibly 
,, 

to bring suit against such payment as already illegal. 

L I 
I 

"A Sunday School Teacher" was 
received too late for this day's paper. 
He shall be heard in our next, pro
vided our compositors are able to de
cypher -f-'A~) his autograph (which is 
more than we cen do ourse~ves.) other
wise we must ask him to transcribe it. 

p,--( t,c "r-
?, ... 

'"-1-<-f- ' ?-';' I I f ::, ~ I 

and Watchrn.an,~ A Sunday_School 

Teacher" defends the Sunday schools on the following grounds: 

They are not "the great instrument of the clergy to riv;t 

their opinions on the infant mind before it attains age 
)) 

and strength to think for itself •••• The object of Sunday 

schools is to teach children, and such adults as are deprived 

of the opportunity of attending other schools, to spell, react, 

write, cypher -(sk~, and recite, with religious instruction." 

Where classes are held in schools, writing and ciphering are 
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taught, but where churches or other meeting-places not 

provided with desks are used, they must be· omitted. 

"The scholars are instructed in the religion of the 

Bible". The explanation which follows suggests that the 

instruction w~s more in morals than in dogma. 

The clergy had little or nothing to do, in the 

Sunday schools with which the writer Wi:iS familiar, with 

their man~gement. They were conducted by laymen, usually 

responsible and respected citizens 01· their communities. 

Those who object to Sunday schools on the grounds 

that they involve an improper application of religion 

really opposed to religion itself. 

"They would sap the foundation of our 
mora~ system •••• ctestroy the beautiful 
fabric, and point us to the theatre, 
the gambling house, ana the brothel 
for lessons of morality. They would 
destroy the Bible and dissemin~te 
Pain I s Age of Rec:t::;on ~. They 
would give us teachers versed in Owen 
theoligy ( - turn our churches into 
ha~ls of science-destroy the marriage 
ties, remove the restraints, loose the 
passions of mankind, and degraae the 
fairest portion of God's creation to 
the level of the brute • 11 

If they knew what religion is, 
they woula not begrudge the ten cents 
ter scholi::lr that is received from the 

evy Court once a year, and which goes 
to purchase books for the educcltion of 
Sunday school pupils. 

A SUNDAY SCHOOL TEA CHER 
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Three charity schools (so indexed in the Laws of 

aware), were incorporated by the legislature au;dng the 

1,,1o.-~, the Newcastle Female Benevolent Society, and the 

Del-

Female Harmony Society of Wilmington, toth on January 28, 1817, 

and the Female Union Society of Smyrna, Jan. 22, 1818. All 

of these were for the benefit of pauper or orphan children, 

and were to be non-sectarian in management and admission re

quirements. All three received funds under the pauper school 

act, from time to time. rl\;'-(,,~ 
An African School Society1was incorporated in 1824, 

for colored children, but since it never shared in either 

the poor school or Sunday school funds, it cannot be classi

fied with them, and is important merely as an early indication 

of interest in the education of Negroes. 

The charity school represented a perversion of the fund 

started to encourage the foundation of free schools open to 

all; the Sunday school was a response to certain labor and 

social conditions of the early nineteenth century. As the 

situation that had fostered it altered, it changed its char-

acter to fill the purely private function of religious in

struction. Its only descendants are in the very distant coll

ateral line of adult and continuation classes, springing in 

the twentieth century from a different set of circumstances. 

Still another type of organization offered people of 

limited means an opportunity to educate their children--the 

subscription school. This was of course not new in Delaware; 
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the early Swedish congregations had used the method, 

as had most of the later groups of settlers. It did, 

however, flourish in • some neighborhoods during the period 

under discussion. In 1798-99, for example, at least three 

small stone buildings were erected in Brandywine Hundred 

alone, as community schools. 

The history of Forwood school, on Silverside 

road near Marsh, is the best preserved. A deed, executed 

May 19, 1799, transfers about a half acre of land from 

"Richard Justison and Ann, his wife, to John and Thomas 

Forwood and Thomas Bird, Jr." 

and 

u 

The property is described, 

transferred tm their heirs and assigns 
forever, in Trust nevertheless and for 
the purpose of having a schoolhouse 
erected thereon for the benefit and 
accomodation of the families residing 
or to reside near the pre~ises, and to 
or for no other use, intent, or purpose 
whatever, Provided always that if here
after any difficulty shall arise concerning 
the application of the premises to the pur
pose aforesaid, the legislature of the State 
shall have full power and authority by law 
to make such provision for ensurine the 
benefit of the Trust aforesaid as may be 
by them Judged most expedient.~-- Received 
fifty cents in full payment." 

In August the neighbors gathered and erected a tight 

little stone structure which, with slight alterations and 

occasional repairs, served five generations over a hundred and 
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forty years of active use as a school building. Contribu

tions were taken through the neighborhood to pay the teacher's 

salary; he taught whatever subjects he could. Sometimes an 

excellent instructor would be found, offering the young adults 

of the community inducement to attend during the winter months; 

at others, someone would be hired who was not competent to 

teach the babies the+r ABCs. 

A year earlier, 1798, a similar schoolhouse was 

built near Shellpot, also in Brandywine Hundred, by members 

of the Weldin family. Likewise in 1798, a piece of land now 

within the borders of Wilmington (Vandever Ave. near Market), 

was deeded by John Welsh and John Dickinson to trustees for 

the erection of a school. According to Charles Palmer's history 

of Brandywine Academy, the deed contained phrasing in regard to 

use of the property identical to that found in the Forwood doc

ument quoted above. 

Manlove Hayes' Reminiscence~ tell,in the following 

extract of a subscription school near Dover, about 1817: 

The subscription school in Little Creek 
Neck in the days of my early boyhood was of 
the most primitive order, a log house sixteen 
by sixteen feet in dimensions, badly lighted, 
and heated with a ten-plate stove in the center. 
There were plain benches with no backs, a pass
age between them to separate the boys from the 
girls, and a small platform and desk for the 
teacher. This constituted the interior arrange
ment and furniture of the first country school 
I attended. The teachers were generally poorly 
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paid, though perhaps sufficiently well 
for their inefficient services. They 
were frequently domineering, and some
times brutal, not sparing the rod, and 
often inflicting punishment when not 
deserved. When about twelve years old, 
I suffered a severe whipping because 
I would not cry at the first blow; this 
was considered obstinacy and angered my 
teacher, a brutal fellow, whose name 
was Wills. He was soon after soundly 
thrashed in a drunken brawl, and to my 
great relief, lost his job. 

It has not been possible to determine just how many 

neighborhood schools similar to these there were scattered 

throughout the State in the y~ars while the school fund was rrt7, 

being accumulated. In an account of Delaware schools printed 

in 1878, Superintendent Groves said that fifty years previously 

there were probably not more than twenty schoolhouses in the 

entire State. In view of the fact that proven records show 

three in a territory only a few miles square, just north of 

Wilmington, erected as community enterprises in the space of 

a little over a year at the end of the eighteenth century, the 

estimate seems very low. It is possible, of course, that many 

schools sprang up at the time public education was first an 

issue, as an integral part of the movement that resulted in the 

Constitutional provision of 1792 and the law of 1796, but were 

unable to survive unaided. By 1825 there may well have been 

far fewer schools than at the beginning of the century. It may 

be true that the State was ripe for public education at the time 
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the national goverillJl.ent was an exciting new experiment, 

and that poverty or negligence caused the opportunity to 

be lost; a generation that grew up in the tradition of 

education as an aristocratic privilege then had to be sold 

anew · the idea of community schools. 



V. E. Shaw 
April 22, 1940 

Section III 

Free School Law 

EDUCATION IN DELAWARE 
1792-1830 

.;)tJ r/L{: 

In 1803 the town of Glasgow had asked the legislature for 

assistance from therohool fund, but did not receive it. In 1805, 

the Governor, David Hall, recommended that steps be taken to 

establish neighborhood schools with the help of the State fund, but 

his suggestion was ignored. At the same session, petitions from 

11 256 inhabitants of New Castle and Sussex Counties~ praying the 

legislature to pass an act to enable trustees to open schools and 

to appropriate the school funds," were refused even a committee 

hearing. Two years later (1807), Governor Nathaniel Mitchell 

referred respectfully to the desirability of general education and 

reported that the fund was increasing to the point where it might 

soon be used. Until 1813 the subject was ignored; then Governor 

Joseph Haslet pleaded for an appropriation at least large enough to 

permit the opening of schools for short periods each year, so that 

the resid~nts might learn at least reading and writing. This he 

considered possible without taking the entire fund. He believed 

better schools than the State could then afford were needed eventu

ally, but "the present generation sho~ld not live exclusively for 

posterity, but should avail itself of the advantages which it poss

esses for its own improvement." Nothing came of the proposal, ~nd 

he renewed it the following year, again without success. In his 

second message it is clear that he had in mind subscription schools 

with enough subsidy to make them feasible and efficient. The only 
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result of the discussion was the poor-school legislation referred 

to above. 

Governor Stout in 1821 urged the establishment of 

academies and a college. Governor John Collins in 1822 returned to 

the effort to found a genuine system of public elementary schools. 

He admitted that the fund would not of itself support schools, but 

insisted it was sufficient to mean the difference between life and 

death for good community subscription schools. He recommended that 

the State be districted at once, and that, in the interest of the 

general educational needs of "the whole community", diversion of 

school funds to institutions for paupers alone be stopped. He was 

ahead of his legislature, and nothing happened. 

For two years the subject was dropped. Governor 

Charles Thomas reopened it with an eloquent plea for schools as a 

part of the machinery of public defense, and suggested "a small 

tax" to defray the part of the cost \he districts would have to meet. 

His arguments and some of his phrasing suggest that he was famillar 

with Coram 1 s views ofi the subject. 

A legislative committee agreed with him that schools 

were desperately needed, that some communities had none at all, and 

that many others maintained institutions almost worse than none. 

But they insisted that the funds were still inadequate to start a 

sound program, and that a failure might discredit the whole theory. 

They pointed to the poor-school experience as an example of con

siderable expense with little to show for it, be~ause the money, 

except in a few towns, had been spread so thin that few children had 

received instruction of any real value. The same thing would probably 
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happen if a tiny dividend were given districts for general use. 

They believed the fond should not be touched for at least another 

eight years, when !li,50 yearly might be available for each of the 

estimated 300 schools the State neededo It might after all be more 

desirable to 

The committee found it imposRible to believe either 

that the legislature of 1796 had ever hoped the fund would grown 

to the point where it alone would support all the centers required 

to train the children, or that their fathers contemplated taxation 

to supplement the income from the fund. It argued that $2,000,000 

would be necessary for the first alternative, and a tax of w80,000 

annually--more than all county, poor and road taxes combined--for 

the latter. It regarded subscription schools, assisted by a some

what larger income than the fund yet afforded, as the only solution 

to the problemo Again the matter lay .fallow. 

Judge Willard Hall, probably the most influential 

single personality in the history of the public school movement in 

Delaware, first enters the scene during the period when only the 

governors' messages remain to show that some residents of the State 

still recalled the free school proposals of the late 1700 1 s. He 

settled at Dover in 1803, when he was twenty-three years of age. 

The Dictionary of American iography gives his birthplace as Westford, 

lass., and his family as one of those already in New England by 1650. 

He himself was an honor graduate of Harvard in 1795, and later read 

law. He was admitted to the bar in New Hampshire in 1803, but, de

ciding that New England already had all the aspiring young lawyers it 

I I 
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needed, he looked around for a less crowded field. Delaware was 
~ 

the spot he chose, according to one story because of a il,,ett~~ of 

James A. Bayard that came to his attention. It is true that when 

he arrived in Dover a month after his admission to the New P..ampshire 

bar, he had letters of introduction to Bayard and Caesar Rodney. 

With these credentials he was easily admitted to practice,i,:eFe, Be

fore many years he was active in politics, serving as secretary of 

state, 1812-1814, followed by two terms, 1817-1821, as representative 

in Congress. In 1821 he again became secretary of state, and two 

years later was elected to the State senate. He served only a few 

months in that capacity, however, for in May 1823 he was appointed 

judge of the United States district court, a position he held until 

within a few days of his ninety-first birthday. He was almost ninety

five at the time of his death in May 1875. 

During his active political life, Hall was a llimocrat 

(the official label of the party at that period was Republican); his 

personal philosophy, as it was reflected in his writing on education, 
was 

franatically democratic. His conviction that properly informed pub-

lic opinion could be trusted, and that persuasj_on and voluntary 

cooperation were the only means that could achieve permanent results 

in a self-governing country, amounted to an obsession. 

The Dictionary of American Biograph~ ranks him as some

what conservative in his judicial outlook, and deeply concerned with 
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sanctity of the law, but even more controlled by a profound sense 

of justice and a lack of prejudice. It adds that in his more than 

forty-eight years as a Federal judge "only one of his decisions!..·-·- t/ 

was seriously questioned,!' and that one reflected a viewpoint the 

Supreme Court later sustained in an appeal in a similar case. 

Hall was first officially connected with tlle public 

school movement in 1822, when be is said to have influenced Governor 

Collins in regard to bis message to the legislature on the subject. 

Probably he had been interested in the matter long before that, for 

a letter of his written in 1865 to Henry Barnard, and quoted by 

Weeks (p. 21), describes the diff:1.culties Delawareans, even those of 

cornf ortable means, experienced in the early decades of the century 

in finding teachers for their children. The whole tone of the letter 

is that of a man who had been intimately concerned with the problem. 

He himself had one child, a daughter, so he spoke as a parent as 

well as a public-spirited citizen. 

From 1829 until advanced age forced him to limit his 

activities, he was active in supporting public schools in Delaware. 

ibe detailed story of his work and his opinions in this field belongs 

in later sections. 

In 1829, Governor Charles Polk in his annual message to .. 
the legislature revived the free school discussion that had lapsed 

for five years. He told the Assembly efforts were afoot to per

suade the Federal Government to assign public lands for the support 

of schools in the older States as it was doing for new ones in the 

West. This assistance, he cautioned, was only a possibility; Dela

ware must make provisions of its own for public education. Though 
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in theory almost eve~yone favored public schools, "it cannot be 

said that we have ever realized the benefit of a single practical 

effort to establish a general system of education tbroughout the 

state." 

He urged the lawmakers to attack the school problem 

at once, since ir.terest in education was growing less every year, 

and many who had once championed the school fund were convinced it 

would never be used for its proper purpose, and were resigned to 

seeing it diverted. If its income were not promptly distributed to 

schools, it was almost certain to be used for something else. 

The fund had been accumulating for thirty-two years, and 

amounted to 'irl68,773.40; income and current receipts averaged approx

imately ~;9,255.50 yearly. Though this was not enough to finance 

schools, the Governor believed it was sufficient, possibly with an 

added special appropriation, to encourage subscription schools in 

the districts. Such a plan, be hoped, might bring the gifts and 

legacies, for particular schools, that the State had hoped might be 

offered the general fund, but which had never been forthcoming. 

Items in the House_ Journal for 1829 continue the story 

of the enactmen't" o:' the first real school law in the State. The first 

day of the session, Jan. 6, a committee was appointed to study the 

problem. On January 9, its members, with consent of the House, asked 

~illard Hall to draft a law in accordance with the recommendations of 

the Gover•nor 1 s message. On Jan. 24, B€ submitted a tentative bill 

to the comrrittee on education, along with a detailed discussion summar

ized below of its provisions: 
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"The object of the bill, 11 he insisted, "cannot be over

rated, 11 sir.ce in a democracy the prosperity of the state depends 

upon the wisdom and integrity of the voters. 

11 

Hall echoed the Governor's warning that free schools were 

desperately needed at once, that interest in education was steadily 

declining, and that every year that passed made more difficult and 

unlikely the establishment of publlc schools along the lines originally 

intended. True, the i'und was not large enough to support the needed 

centers alone, and would not grow to such proportions for at least 

another twenty years. Possibly this was a fortunate circumstance. 

''These schools cannot answer their intended purpose unless the 

people :make them their own concern • .:.·_:_On no other ground will the V 

people feel their value or avail themselves of their benefits. ~•-'- ,/ 

Such a system cannot exist unless the people bear a main part in sup

.J?Orting it. 11 

The experience of England and Scotland, the Judge contended, 

validated his position. In England, where huge sums had been given as 

outright gifts for education, most of the money had been diverted to 

other purposes, and "the people rarely anywhere feel the benefit of a 

free school. ~In Scotland, on the other hand, where far less had ever./ 

been given or appropriated, but the reople made schools an important 

personal concern, "the children are all educated. 11 Delaware had bad a 

similar experience with charity schools. They were not regarded as~ 

community enterprise, but as a contemptuous gift, and were ignored. 

The Main purpose of the school fund, as Hall understood it, was 

not to support a system of itself, but to turn public attention to 

schools, and give enough assistance to make local efforts effective. 

He believed that taxation was the only sound means of financing 

public schools. There was no question of the right to tax for such a 
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purpose; a majority cculd levy funds for any purpose 'they thought 

19-
wise. The most satisfactory rr.ethod to use in raising funds had n 

a difficult probl_em ~ /,he 

. izcr'l tbe simple real property tax as a 

base for school revenue ~s ope1 ~r er~ ~q o1jecvior., and, in his 

efforts to,evolve a fair and r e liable substitute, made a suggestion 

that foreshadows the philosophy - thou~h not the method - of the 

in~ome tax. In explainiy the various provisions of his draft law 
/ 
to the le c- isl£1ture, he vrrote: "r.cy first opinion was that the tax 

should be imposed upon personal rates only - making a capitation tax 

exclusively." But, since assessing bcdieR levied a higher persona.1 

rate against a man without taxable real estate than upon a property 

O\mer, such a basis was nnoqual. Yet real estate was already heavily 

taxed for other public needs. Hall proposed a tax list based both 

upon a personal property list and the rental value of real t:state, and 

concluded: "The matter of taxation is submitted. I do net lr.now that 

I have taken a just viev of this subje~t. It is important." 

He believed an unpaid superintendent mie;ht be "useful in 

drawinz attention to this matter, and in aiding execution of the act. 11 -::-

*Weeks, p. 38-39, ha.s a gross misreading of this entire section; be 

construes it as the Committee I s discussion, though it is signed by 

Eall, and freely uses the pronoun I. The entire meaning is thereby 

distorted. 
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On February 4, 1829, the proposed school law w~s 

reported with amendments a.fter consideration by the House 

sitting as a committee of the whole. Two days later the amen

ded version came up for vote. 

llany of the changes, as indicated in the Journal, are 

unintelligible without a copy of the original, since they read 

simpl;r, 11 delete from -- to -- 1'. Most of those that are clear 

were comparatively minor points of sch6ol ad.ministration, dis

tricting , and similar items. A few, nowever, w~re vital. The 

entire proposal for taxution was discarded. To indicate its 

nature we have only Hall's summary e.bovo, and a comment he wrote 

years later on the flyleaf of a bound copy of the Reports of the 
1/-¥-1--;-

New Castle County School Conventions, 1837-49..i.Lnow in the possess-

ion of the Historical Society of Delaware: 
I 

"The orig inal provision was that when a 
uistrict voted to raise a sum of money 
for the school of the district, if the 
sum were not made up by subscription or 
otherwise in four weeks, the school com
mittee should proceed to levy the same 
by te.x. That 9rovision was stricken out 
by the General Assc::mbly e.nd the bill .IJassed 
without it. It \,as afterward introduced 
by subsequent act of the legislature, but in 
a very lame manner, and the system has aLways 
been lame on this account." 

Another amendment liberalized the curriculum. The orig

inal program had confined the schools to "reading, writing, ari th

metic, grammar geography, history, and the lower branches of 

l 
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mathematics." This wa~ chane;ed to read, "reading, writing, 

arithmetic, grarr.ma.r, and such brances as the (school) commit-

tee shall consider necessary to be taught in their districts." 

Although its immediate effect may well have been to mal::e the list 

of subjects offered in many sections narrower than originally 

intended, the change laid the basis upon which public high schools 

could grow gradually without any additional legal skirmishes. 

On February 9, 1829, the amended version passed the House, was 

introduced in the Senate for concurrence the following day, and 

on February 12, firi.ally accepted by both houses with an additional 

amendment repealing the "Poor children" provisions of the acts of 

1817, ~818, 1821, 182~, and 1824. 

Willard Hail, when he drafteu the act, had tried to keep it 

ea~y for the ordinary citizen to understand, as short as it could 

be without omitting necessary detail, and free of points that 

would lead to technical attRcks in court. A brief outline follows: 

Five commissioners were appointed by the levy court of each 

county to lay out school districts, approximately four miles s~uare 

in rural sections, and in towns, of whatever size seemed 11 just, 

having respect to the population." The commissioners were to 

determine the nuwber of schools in operation, the numbers of pup

ils enrolled, the wuges paid teachers, anu an estimate of the 

number of youths between 5 and 21 years of age. 
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Voters might meet annually at any appointed place in their district 

on the second ~onday of October, to elect by ballot a clerk and two 

commissioners, and to determine how much money was to be solicited 

in the district for the support of a free school . Special meetings 

Might be held as required by the business of the district; ~nyone 

entitled to vote for memhers of the general assembly was an eligible 

school voter. 

The three elected officials were to act as a school 

committee with power to select a site for a school, erect and main

tain a building, provide a school from the first of November and 

as long thereafter as funds would perinit, handle funds, employ 

teachers, and perform any other acts required to operate a school. 

In employing teachers, they were to consider no candidate whom they 

did not "have just ground to believe of good moral character," and 

capable of teaching the subjects required in the district. Women 
I 

might be employed during seasons when only the little children could 

attend, and need be proficient only in reading and writing. 

• •• • •• • .. • • 
; • • . - .. • • ;. . • • !' : • : 

I ,,, , 
.. . .. . • • • • only such part of 

its share ns it had matched from local fundfl, and each, through its 

school committee, must settle annually with the audito1~, who should 

sit in each county at a stated time. Any district which failed to 

meet its obligations should forfeit its dividend for the next year . 1 r"" 
M lt~ i~ !;'-.... ),.r ~' 

Schools were to be free to all white ,e,h~ld1en: ~ach dis-

trict was to be a corporation with the usual powers . The Governor 

• • • • • t • • . . .. : .. : :·· : .. : ···. :·: : .~. : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .... . . . . . . . . . . . 
• • •• • • • • • • • <! . . . . . . . .. 

~ . .. ... • a • • • ~ a • • C • a • • • e a . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ". . . . . . . . 
: : :-.:: ... .-· ::· ;:: -:::: ·:· · .. / . :··.::· 
• • ; : : ••• : •• : • > •••• : : : • • • • 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 
: ·. : . : : ·. ~ : : : ·. : . : : . . . . . " . . .. . . . " . . . . .. . .... ~ . . . . . . ... 
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was to appoint a superintendent of free schools for each county, 

annually, who was to serve as an advisory and liason official. 

He received no pay other than reimbursement for actual expenses, 

and ho.d no authority. 

It had taken almost forty years from the time they 

were first authorized in Delaware to set the machinery for genuine 

public schools clumsily in motion. The period was marked by cer

tain curious coincidences. The first movement toward public 

education had apparently crystallized around the work of tbe brill

iant Coram; a bill which embodied his theories of a democratic 

school system, but made no satisfactory provision for aupporting 

it, was introduced into the assembly by a member from Sussex county. 

Coram died, and the sponsor of the School Fund bill moved on to 

the United States Senate/'ithough the fund was honestly administered, 

it grew slowly, and gradually interest in schools, at least es an 

immediate, practical possibility, died out, apparently for want of 

leadership. From 1814 to 1822, interest 'in the question was again 

a.roused under the stimulus of Willard Hall and certain of the 
(t ,, 

governors. Though poor school legislation had crept in to pervert 

the earlier idea, real public schools still bad their champions; 

a law intended to encourage subscription schools was introduced 

in 1822. It failed, however, and its backer, Hall, withdrew from 

State politics to accept a Federal appointment; again tbe free 

school idea lagged for lack of influential leadership. By 1829, 

its friends were convinced that they must use the school funds at 
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once or lose them to pork-oarrel projects, am succeeded, as.rain 

under Hall's leadership, in forcing through a permissive law. 

I 

it1hi s bi 11, like that or 1796, was introducee1 by a Sussex member. 

The schools it a·,thorized, though unsupervised and poorly f'inancea., 

were thoroughly democratic in spirit. 

1he geo r-..raphy o:t· school thought and legislation in 

this perioa is curious. Ot the tour rr:en intimately connected with 

successful efforts to :rurther public schools, tm- ee, rVe 11s, Hall, 

ana Cor~m, came to ~elaware as adults. 6oram and Hall, who 

supplied the philosophy upon which lJelaware schools are founded, 

wa:e both resiaents of ilmington at the time their influence made 

1 tse lr pparent; both Wells ana. Layton were aelegates from ::$ussex 

county when they led the legislative oattles to put school legis

lation on the statues. 

JJuring- the rest or the century, and especially the 

next forty years, the public school system was to have a checkered 

existence as its enemies sought to aiscredit it ana its friena.s to 

remedy the wee nesses of the original law. v 
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and thirty- 1x in 11m1ngton, mol!!t of them private. Of' the 1lm1ngton 

tl 

12 

H. J.~83ly 

~cf. Table I for page references. 

-
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EDUCATIO?i: Public choola 
1830-1897 

achoola. Sit r of Cbar1ty foun at1on and a non-sectarian 

institution were enter d aa 0 f're .• In the county, a la e 

Sunday school and one other ,r re ao d signeted. 'I'bere r 

1n ad 1t1on t1!'t en schools apparently supported by contr1bu

t1tm.- since their cacher received a quartilrly contract ge 

ratbe:r- tban tuition from individual scholars. 

Thia t ho of pr,av1 , acboolin was firmly e b-
l) -.t. ,,~ :,.. ~ 1 " ~ t ... L ~--.,. ~ 

liahed 1n Brand 1ne undred, where aev n o the eight d1ai7ricts 

used it, 

st. o or es hundred, with fiv subac£,1pt1on and two tuition 
,,_.,-fL. v~ 

chools, was t onl.y oth r 1 tba t e 1 70d the plan to any lar e 

ex ·ent. The Auditor's Report ror 1830 lists 22 schools 1n 

Kent county nd ~ 

•tart d on terma or a proximate equs.11t7, their rates ot dev~lop

ant nd the1r cond1t1on t t outbreak of the Civil ar vari d 

conaid rabl • ew stle count.,•• advanta ea of re compact 

popul tion centered -arcnmd 1 rge town. and• after 1836, of 

annual school eonventione• re.sulted 1n school of tter avera ~ vr . . 
d here./ Thr~ hout the State, howev r, i:he record.a how 

that 1n 1 1 ual schools nro poor. ra1r. or excellent according 

tot q 11ty of loc l la rsh1p. o~ each aort were 

/. I -' G.~4, I!~ • , J" n ' 
z:;: -

, tt,1 t..,.._ I 

' l'I ., 

I 
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al~ ~t.; 
- pa 7 atsl3 found in every section. 

EDUCATION1 Public Schools 
1a:;o-1ag7 

achools without power of taxation under any circumstances were 

not workable; the legislature 1n 1830 permitted diatrictl to 

levy a tax not over $300 with the express consent of a majority 

or the voters, though Hall's semi-compulsory feature was still 

ignored• and the way opened for interminable local battles. The 

law specified thats 

•Aaaeaament liata are to conaiat of rates 
of person of all white :male inbabitanta of the age 
of 21 years and upwarda, of the valuations of the 
personal property or all white 1nbabitanta,---and 
of the clear rental value of all real eatate with
in the d1atr1ct.• 

The ••ma legislature permitted the district• to match half 

inatead or all the State money received, and to keep title to 

unclaimed balances for three years instead of one. Arter 1833, school 

tund dividenda were apportioned to the counties according to 

white population, rather than equally, though each diatrict 

within the same county continued to receive the aame abare. In 

1834, the amount distributed waa, according to a statement or the 
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• 
Trustee of the School in the October issues 

of the re GazettaJ 58.65 for districts in Ne Castle, 

55.17 for Kent, and 48.32 for Sus ex. 

Another 1 cha e permitted to or more 

districts to unite nd support a common school room their com-

bined resourc 

gre tho to 

, rithout lo s or dividend. Fro this .found.a t1on 
?. s ste?:1s. ~ , 

In 1835 a C 

to co:'lsider th Governor's .. 

the le iBlature, 

__,_~ le- ~~'l 
~~'--1!._, _.;.,,, ., 7. 
pointed .,, l.l...., 

ostions concerni f're 
!.;,-...._-;--

schools ~..._ • 

and ls er Col1ege, submitted 

neture of its chairman, Charle 

the t nda d rguments for public 

1 thy report und the sig-

rim. fter 1t had reaffirmed 

ducation in any r publican 

conmrur.ity and in la are in p rticular, 1t discussed point by 

point th objoot1ons rai d to tho pro ram of 1829. 

o the complaint that the school fund should not 

have been touc d until it had accumul ted a larger capital, 

the committ er pl1 d . th th me arguments all bad used in 

the 1 ori inally: that the Stat mone as intended 

only to ncoura e schools. not to holly suppor them, nnd that 

it had to b used en it s or lost. The contention was 

bolstered by reference to e York State where sehopls for half 
"" &;.,.r .... · (,,C T 

million wer run 1th only half the subsidy-1 la re offered. 

Its nswer to the argument that public money should 

used only for t childr n of the poor has been sumn~arized in 

n e rlier s etion. 
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EOOOATIO : 1 lie School.a 
18:50-189? 

• tarvat1on. The secon poaai 111t waa eapecially naoing. 

~n, 1 te in 183 • t e ederal Treasury found 1taeU 

or e nt .fun s. the lua tot tatea. Dela-

rot ah.are, 

rrien or t 

a 

e 

1836-1860 

1 t I 

t 11 of the S.lmSngton t7n1tod l>1atr1ota, 123 
~ Tu. .-~.,__, =:I:" 

am 48 1atr1cte,.,..met at 1ty Hall c. iz, 1~, 1n 

o ur e t legislature to accept the ot'fered fund.a 

1gn el inc 

t 1 ro lo • 

0 achool a, and to diacuas other 

re Gazet I reports unoff1c11 d le ates f'rcm 

1.at 1c t t 1 d not respond d, and "otbera int r-

11 the total ttendance to • a veral bun <: 1'rolll al-

1110 t every chool ' trict 1n t count,., • • • :f'ar yond anJtbi.ng 

tllat ant1o1pa 11 •a lecte aidentJ 

Ptu1•,,, and John 1111 

1na nr ot r ot.t1c1ala • 

, Jonas 

C011v nt1on a aurpria l aucoea ru1 1n ita bane 

iat o Jecti • £or it obtained 11 ut 20, 7.6 o~ the endow-

n 1 t a d , (tho acco ... -w...1.1.Ut. to e Xent and aex oc:nmtiea 

part or their ahare for 

Po<> • 

Gene d1acuaa1on c ntered la el7 roun .tinance. 



for • 
tt 

choola 

1 r 

public oo 

1n t 

dif1'1oult 

t • 

l: 

• l ca 

1. 

tion 

1 

ll 

• • 

to a 

t 

rt 

ff • 

1nY a 

in 8 

'$ 

• 

clli on t theor/ t a chance 

1 c1t1s na. In th1• 

, pu lie a 

ate 

(( 

roduc d 

dJ' waa ro t 

nt• un 11 ex 

nor their 

ep eta 

to f'Ne 

a tempt. 

t the 

aul.ted from the 

1 aaneaa 

1 e net!ta 

an intereat to 

ti.fed t tit d n pe tel 

choola 1 r t1on o contribution, 

1n ed•" unlea neral 

• •apatlq an oppoaition• 

or a~ to ro chool coul beocme 

10Ut.l a au ... t • 1t 1ven 
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mo 8 ti :factory to trace th trends 

C TIO t 
l 

a own int Con ent1on 

l'e .. ortl!I e ch whol , r ther tr..an offer a condens d v r ion 

of 1 chro o o ic l ord r. T 10 e int r sted 

in a trictl ehron lo 1c 1 r atio 111 fi h treat-

m nt p en • t of Public tion in 

PP• -66, Or1 in 1 copic of Conv nt np ets 

f r V r4V e r e:rcept 841-42 C in tl e files of t 1 torical 

Soci t of Deln re, n 1 Tat E 11, 111 n. 

Footnote: tJnl s othe e credited, to 
ent ccncerni the Convention 
2ort for the appropriate year. 

ourc~ of 11 state
erio 1 the nnual 
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V. E. -17- uc t on· c ools 
June 18 

e be t m an of supe vi ion nd the e re of c nt al-

1zat1on vis le £or the S s a itt 1 ... sue ong chool 

ym athizer du in the 18 'a 1 

v ntion ele at s ere 

nten en ul incr 

to ve on appo t 

e t 

cod t t 

scho l ' 

l" 

's. l 50, 10s con-

.,_ l- 1m county au er

ti 1oned 

cool fun. h pro-

o al rep at urt~, l 54, th Conve tion ind pe -
A.H. Grimshaw of Wilmington 

at on ppo nt Dr.fa its om re ponsibility; even then th 

lg l t ve pro r a d a • 

n 8 2, th Conv nti n p s re olut1on skin th t 

xamining boards est up to d termine teachers• qual1f1c tone, 

a that no unqual1f1o pr ons hould be employed. 1n the 

leg 1 ture decline to pas th s e ted me sure. 

n 5 a gen ral p ogram, tly embraoin th var ous 

o1n ur e n th year ju t r form, superinten-

enc, at least n e C tl county, and am.in tion of appli-

cants b £ore ap ointment, s presente and passed the ou e, 

ut def ated nth ~enate. 

ch o th thr eca 0 hi period rkea. di ... tinct 

phas n he develo en" o SCJ.001 l • 

rin the l 3 1 th re fr quent ti erin .:.th the 

or1g1na act tor ov t !neon 1 tenc1es an ke t ore 

or ble. or th next ten year, fforte ere directe largely 

to trying out th rov1 ions lr ady nth statute books. By 

l , larg perc nta o pu lie chool supporter, at l aat 

1 N C stle county, ha eoome convinced that chool organ-

1 t1on was too loose, an hat fund ental chan es ere needed 

b fore the State could hope to have a satisfactory system. The 
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-26- ucatio: Public chools 

100; 1 Kent, 0.132 ; ad in Su sex, o.o 3/4. 

glance b c thro 

tion , n 11 the Civil ar 

he eriod. fr m th first Conven

e l incr-e in incom 

for ublie ed, c tion in lle Ca. tle cmmty. There was 

tr ndous red bet en th revenues 01' the ro ressive 

d .s let and tho 

tion of 

th ate fund. 

to rovid at l 

that ere erel oin , through the mo-

s o l in ord r to t the r hare of 

e t1 nt in fav r of com_ulsory taxation 

t inimum t !'Ii under a competent teach r 

in very district re stead ly; t e legisl ture abitually 

tu'n d a deaf ear. It eve di rega~d d the o t-repeated r -

quest to have school truces lev ad a.~d collected b th r lar 

county off cial after ueh d strict had certified the ount 

it re 1dent h~d a e to ra se. At on time there a a 

Convention 

ballot 

tion that each district include on its next 

um ui .. g n this reform u on the legisl tur • 

At the b inni o the Convention eriod the thr e coun-

tiee, n ortio to o l tion, 1 vied rou ly 1m1lar um 

to su pl ent the t te t ; by 1 52 Ne C . tl ha oubled 

its contr1but.on, 11 e t and S sse.x !?.d increa e their 

only a trifle, nd e:re pay1 · less of their o money f'or 

schools than they had done ten years earlier. ven in New 

Ca tle county, ho ver, only three un~ted atricts raised 

hat school vocat s eonsidere suf'f1c1ent for e.n effective 

pro rm:1. 

T ble. at the clos of this eha ter ·nclude a st acy of 

info t1on cu.lle from t nnual - orts of the te.te Auditor 

bet en 1830 nd 1860. 
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J r.e 5, l 40 

cond t 011 of t ild n bee ea st d rd 1tei in the 

istr ctr port; oft e 51 schools ic res onded to the 

first q est:tonn ire, 16 dmi ,ted t at the.:r 1,lant un-

satisfactory, 1 sev r 1 "'e a rs ln th ne7t fe year. 

Just rev_ou ly, i 18 6, S a.nton ·as reported as th-

out a chool "b case 

or ne," nd another1 

11 not sup ly n hous 

'v cated a school fr t. purpose 

0 8. ill rr r e o~ debt." 

It as g b ck a s • Bush, 
r 

ttoe of the 

omt~ei ..... of achool ildings 

tt ntion o tho then stander 

I'. us_ called 

of chool architectur, 

and continued: enr rn rd' 

d the eco1. end tions 
o and in the 11 t of 
es, 11 perceiv 

ro ly adequate structure. ••• They 
ill nd our child-on cro ed together, not 

pr fes edly or t purpose of training th 
up t curved ~pines, co tracted lun sand 

n ue tly deb lit t bo 1es, 1th the im-
res ... on mo ' J;n)!Iliren·- n th 1r minds o.P rat-
', i , ~oul air ana headac1e, the sun 

l zing in their oyo... in sun er, nd the "_olce 
o ·ur1 1 in winter; not ntende, it is 

tru fort es urpcs , t ace tally and 
most wonderfully adapte to fulfill them." 

re 01 , tr citin three typical schools selected 

at ran om, OB ai C C i:;y 1f icient for only nine to 

ugg st a simple method of t e ty- iv minut 

v n il t or n tall in any building to avoid 

bo daft oc ton. aokl a seats were condemned. 

:1.. ( r;. 
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for the facilities they had. Neo.rly all of them .failed 

to 'eep the little children busy and interostea. 

The Convent·on eport of 1855 urged free textbooks 

as the only genuine remedy for the eaknesses in school 

ractice reaultin from lack o uniformity, or simply 

lack, o texts. A list of rec ended texts, reprinted 

in eeks' cool Education n Delaware, p. 64, 

includes several arithmetics (among them an °intelloctual 

a.1•1thmet1c 11 ), a general mathematics se:riea, an algebra, 

and a bookkeepin manual; a book of dictation exercises; 

several geo raphies nd a a.tural History text; as orted 

spellers and roader; a collection of general and United 

t· tates histories, one o which s rr combined vi th geogra-

hy, " ore o.do :ri our present-day social stu ies; a 

'Government l nstructor, 11 presumably a civics text; a 

grrumnar; c oice o atural hilosophy boolta (a subject 

no a peru."111 un er the name of General Science or elem

entary phys cs) ; nd a chemistry. 

The last county school convention hose Proceedings 

have been pre erved .. s held in 1856. lineteen annual 

reports are va labl for the t enty-t ee year period 

ove1" ch the eetin s ere held. he ini'ormation they 

1ve about curricul'l.llt. an methods dur1 the first quarter-

century o the public school era is somewhat sketchy. None 

the l there stan s out el• ly a picture of schools which 

vari 'tremendousl in both the quaJllti.ty and the quality of 

th ir off ring. Some gave instruction only 1n the barest 
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Education in Delaware 

NE1,SPAPER EXTRACTS - 1839 

Thoughts on Common Schools ro. 1 
From the Delaware State .rournal, June 21, 1839. 

What have the citizens of Delaware gained by the 
School Law now in force in this State? 

The first obvious advantage wl·ich resulted from the 
present school law was the laying off of the State into 
school districts, and the erection of school houses so 
as to be accessible to all the inhabitants. 

A second advantage is that a large prooortion of the 
County Districts are now able to support a school during 
the whole year, whereas before the present system came into 
operation, but comparatively few neighborhoods in the county 
supported a school during the sumr~er months. 

A third advantage resulting from this law has been to 
increase the number of scholars who attend school, and to 
extend the blessings of education to all classes of the 
community. This has been the effect in every school with 
which I am acquainted.. In the town of Smyrna, where before 
the passage of the present law there was great difficulty 
in supporting one good school, there are now employed two 
males, and one female as teachers, and the number of scholars 
would justify the employment of another teacher. And in many 
county districts where there could not be a school kept up 
during the summer months, there are now taught from twanty 
to forty scholars: Many of whom are children of poor parents, 
who under the operation of the old system would actually 
have been, or would have supposed themselves to be, too poor 
to educate their children. 

Who then would attempt to compute the benefits this state 
has derived, and may derive from its school law ••• And 
when I ha~e seen the children of the ooorest class, day after 
day, wending their way to the school room, and evincing by 
the rapidity of their improvement, that although Heaven 
has cast their lots amid the sons of poverty and toil, it 
has blessed them with intellectual capacities of the highest 
order - I have blessed a thousand times our school law, 
and have thought that the men who devised and matured it 
deserve a proud place in the hearts of their fellow citizens. 

That che present school law might be improved is very 
possible. But I have always observed that the persons who 
are most clamorous for alterations, and who tell us that it 
compels the poor to educate the children of the rich: are the 
very men who are least anxious that the ooor should be educated, 
and thereby be placed on a level with the children of those 
who would drive back the inestimable blessing of education to 
those costly institutions. 



Education in Delaware 

"Before whose gates exclusive wealth stands guard 

Repelling all who entrance seek without the pass 
of fortune." 

.An Advocate for General Education Smyrna, June 12th, 
1839. 
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Part I 

BACKGROUND AND FUNCTIONS 

Section I 

Introduction 

EDUCATION IN DELAWARE 
Vocational Training 

Few, if any, States in the Federal Union have made 

greater strides in vocational education than Delaware since 

its adoption, on April 2, 1917, of the Smith-Hughes Vocational 

Education Act. Prior to July 1 of that year, when the Con

gressional provisions of the act became operative, no work 

of a specifically vocational character had been included in 

the curricula of the "First State's" public schools. That 

preparation had been left wholly to the apprenticeship system 

of the trades unions or independent journeymen and to the private 

business and technical schools. 

Before 1917, public education in Delaware, for the most 

part, had been strictly academic, or cultural, with its basis 

rooted in the traditional classics, languages, and the Three R's. 

In some schools, mainly in Wilmington, a few so-called 11practical 11 

courses had embraced domestic science, manual arts, and "commer

cial" classes in bookkeeping, shorthand, and related business 

subjects. But--those courses were not organized into any sem

blance of vocational classes designed specifically to prepare 

students to become wage earners in definitely established trades. 

Dawn of a new, more practical, educational era may be said, 

factually, to have been hastened by the advent of World War of 

1914-18, which served to step up industrial activity as well as 

agricultural enterprise. With the sudden expansion of both 
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domestic and foreign markets came increased production and 

a consequent shortage in skilled labor. More and better 

mechanics and more efficiently trained agriculturists were 

as essential as the armies and the navies in pressing the con

flict against the Central Powers. F.ducators, caught in the mael

strom of grim reality, forgot, in part, the classic past and mere 

cultural education, and turned their minds patriotically toward 

the pressing need of the present for practical training. Thus, 

the Nation's--and Delaware 1s--first legislation to spur voca

tional education through Federal aid was born, in a measure, 

as a war child--born, as it were, through a Caesarean operation 

hastened by exigencies of war-time industrial needs, although 

far-sighted educators had pioneered for several decades in 

scattered and sporadic experiments in vocational education. 

It has long been said., in truth, that "necessity is the 

mother of invention," and thus it was that industrial necessity 

spurred passage by the 64th Congress., on February 23, 1917., of 

the Smith-Hughes Vocational Education Act, keystone of a national 

system of practical training for industrial, commercial, agri

cultural, and home making employment. 

Accepted for Delaware by State statute on April 2, 1917-

four days prior to America's entry into the European War--the 

provisions of the Smith-Hughes Act, as legally initiated on 

July 1, of that year, released for the first time Federal funds 

to each of the States to promote specific vocational training 

in agriculture, in home economics, in trades and industries, 

and in teacher training for these specific vocational fields. 

Sponsors of the Smith-Hughes Vocational Education Act were 

specific as to the aims of their legislation and the definite 
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meaning of the term, "vocational education," as encompassed by 

the act. The general aim of the act's framers envisioned definite 

means and methods of educating young men and young women to earn 

livelihoods specifically in industrial trades, homemaking, and 

agricultural pursuits. And the groups intended to be reached 

by the types of training provided under the act are those who 

are either definitely headed toward these particular w~ge-

earning occupations or are already engaged in them. 

Original intent of the vocational act's framers and com

mon usage have given to the term "vocational education" the nar

rowed meaning of simply "trade training." This narrow defini

tion is accepted generally by educators, industrialists, and 

general public alike, although vocational education may be em

ployed literally to cover the entire range of specific pre

paration for particular specialized jobs, from the short, in

tensive, partial trade-instruction course to that of the pro

fessional and technical training received at higher institutions 

of learning. 
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Part I - Section 2 

Sm~th-Hughes Vocational Education Act 

In accepting for Delaware the benefits of the Federal 

vocational legislation(incorporated in 1919--two years later-

as part of the general school codiJ the General Assembly's enact

ment read: 

"The State Board of Education is authorized, empowered, 
directed, and required, along with the State Connnissioner of 
Education to co-operate with the Federal Board of Vocational 
Education in the administration of the provisions of the 
Smith-Hughes Vocational Education Act. The State of Delaware 
accepts the benefits of this act passed by the Senate and House 
of Representatives of the United States of America, in Congress 
assembled, entitled: 'An Act to provide for the promotion of 
vocational education; to provide for co-operation with the State 
in the promotion of such education in agriculture and the trades 
and industries; to provide for the co-operation with the State 
in the preparation of teachers of vocational subjects; and to 
appropriate money and regulate its expenditure,' and will ob
serve and comply with all the requirements of said Act, and the 
State Treasurer is hereby designated as custodian of any funds 
accruing to the State from the aforesaid Act." 

Tp.e members of the Delaware State Board of Education were 

designated, with inauguration of the act's provisions, as the 

State Board for Vocational Education, and have served since in 

such dual capacity. 

In strict compliance with the Federal law, Delaware, as 

prerequisite to receiving the benefits provided under the Smith

Hughes Act, enacted legislation specifically covering three points: 

(1) acceptance of all provisions of the act; (2) designation of 

a State board to administer the act, and (3) appointment of the 

State Treasurer as custodian of Federal funds accruing to the 

State under the act. 

Summarized, the provisions of the act encompass, in addition 

to the aforementioned stipulations: (1) national aid to States 

for teachers' salaries in the schools, or classes, created--such 
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aid which the State must duplicate dollar for dollar; (2) Fed

eral supervision of work and expenditure; (3) national studies 

and investigations regarding needs in agriculture, industry, 

trade, home economics and commerce, with emphasis on courses of 

instruction; (4) stipulation that courses must be given in 

public schools, must be for those over 14 years of age, must 

be of less than college grade, may be organized into full-time 

or part-time periods of instruction, and must be primarily for 

those preparing to enter or who have entered a trade or useful 

industrial pursuit. 

Under the Smith-Hughes legislation, national aid to the 

State is divided as follows: 

(l} Co-operation with the State in paying salaries for agri

cultural instruction, with allotments to be made in proportion 

which the State's total rural population bears to the total rural 

population in the United States. 

(2) Co-operation with the State in paying salaries for 

instruction in home economics~ trades ani industrial subjects, 

with allotments to be made in proportion which the State's total 

urban population bears to the total urban population in the United 

States. 

(3) Co-operation with the State in teacher training for 

vocational courses, with allotments to be made in proportion 

which the State's total population bears to the total population 

in the United States. 

(4) Co-operation with the State in making studies and in

vestigations, and the preparation of reports as to mee.ns and 

courses in vocational education, including a&riculture, home 

economics, trades, industry, and commerce. 
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Under Delaware's Plan for Vocational Education, in strict 

harmony with the Federal law, administrative powers are vested 

in a State Board for Vocational Education. The personnel of 

this board is comprised of fil members of the State Board of 

Education--serving ex officio in this dual capacity. 

/ ( Sitting as the Executive Secretary of both of these boards 

is the Superintendent of the Department of 

Public Instruction. 

Active supervision of the State-wide work under the Smith

Hughes Act is the function of the State Director for Vocational 

Education, with authority of this office, at present, vested in 

the University of Delaware's Professor of Vocational Agricultural 

Education. 

The State Supervisors who carry on their work under this 

State Director include: State Supervisor of Vocational Agricul

ture; State Supervisor of Trades and Industries; State Supervisor 

of Home Economics. They are assisted by various State assistant 

supervisors, local supervisors, teachers, teacher trainers, and 

assistant teacher trainers. 

Duties of the State Director, who is in general charge of 

develop~nt and direction of all vocational work supported in 

whole or part by State or Federal funds, comprise: (a) outlining 

policies for presentation to the State Board; {b) preparing State

wide plans with the aid of the supervisors; {c) directing the 

promotion of vocational education; (d) acting as the medium 

between State and Federal Boards; (e) directing the work of the 

vocational staff; (f) preparing forms for reports of vocational 

schools and classes and teacher tr~ining classes; {g) recommending 

schools and classes to the State Board for approval and reimburse-
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ments from earmarked funds for vocational courses; (h) bringing 

together all persons interested in vocational education in 

support of State programs; (i) educating the State as to the 

meaning--the significance--of vocational education. 

Since 1920, provisions of the Federal vocational education 

legislation have been extended so as to enable participation by 

the States in a program of vocational rehabilitation of disabled 

civilians, but to date (January, 1940) Delaware has not ac

cepted benefits under this law. Delaware, in fact, is the only 

State in the Union not now co-operating with the Federal Govern

ment in this important humanitarian work for the retraining of 

persons injured in industry. 

Progress under the Smith-Hughes Act was steady and far

reaching during the first decade of its operation, and ambitious 

youth and industry alike took advantage of its benefits in ever

increasing numbers. Although Delaware as a predominantly agri

cultural State oentered a large percentage of its vocational 

work in furthering farm production, the effect of Federal aid 

was felt notably in the State's trade and industrial field. Late 

in 1935, a "Shoppers' Bureau" was organized in co-operation with 

the Mercantile Section of the Wilmington Chamber of Commerce and 

the Works Progress Administration, now the Works Projects Adminis

tration. 

It was throughthe training afforded young men and women in 

buying conducted by this "Shoppers' Bureau" that classes in dis

tributive occupations were organized as a sub-division of the 

work supervised by the State Supervisor of Trades and Industfies 

and placed directly under the guidance of an aide designated as 

Assistant State Supervisor of Distributive Trades. 
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Services of these shoppers were made available to any store 

or sales organization upon request, which requested conferences 

in merchandising and salesmanship. These conferences, to a 

large extent, gave impetus to crystallization of plans for 

broadening of the trades and industries vocational work to in

clude distributive occupations. Plans for such education became 

reality with passage by Congress, on June 8, 1936, of the George

Dean Act, which, among other provisions, authorized appropriations 

to the States for use in the teaching of distributive occupations. 

In 1937, an Assistant State Supervisor of Distributive 

Trades was added to the State school system to plan and organize 

classes and select and train teachers in his vocational field. 

Training in the distributive trades-- concerned mainly with 

selling and buying, both retail and wholesale--encompasses 

education in salesmanship, show card writing,windov trinnning 

and store display, sales promotion, retail advertisement, and 

merchandising. Importance of this branch of vocational train

ing is emphasized by the greater number of jobs available in 

the merchandising field to trained workers than in other lines 

of endeavor. 

Retraining of workers through distributive trade training 

plays an important part ~n the program. Through retraining, 

"round pegs in square holes" have been profitably adjusted in 

the economic world to the advantage of both employee and em

ployer. 

Impetus to plans for definitely incorporating distributive 

education in Delaware's vocational training given through suc

cess of the "Shoppers' Bureau" was accelerated by a survey in 

l -937 to determine how the work of the salespeople in retail 

stores could be improved. This survey was conducted by National 
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Youth Administration juniors and seniors from the University 

of Delaw~re. The findings of this group became the basis for 

much of the subsequent store training since conducted. Co--
operative education, with the students dividing their time be

tween classrooms and places of employment has proved highly prac

tical. The work has been advanced materially by excellent sup

port given by the Wilmington Chamber of Connnerce, local service 

clubs, civic associations, and individual merchants. Both day 

and evening co-operative classes are offered, in trade and se

condary schools. 

Bibliography 

Part I 
Section 2 

A. Cubberley, Ellwood P. Public Education in the United States. 
Cambridge, Mass, Houghton Mifflin Company, 1919. 517 p. 
P. 412-424. 

B. The World Wide Illustrated Enc~clopedia. C. Ralph Taylor, 
editor, Carl Van Doren, advisory editor. Boston, Books, 
Inc., 1935, revised & abridged. 3 v. 3: 4723-4735. 

F. Heim, R. w., comp. Delaware's Plan for Vocational Education, 
July 1 1 1927-June 30 1 1932. Newark, Del., University of 
Delaware, n. d. 43 p. P.3-6. (Compiler: State Director 
of Vocational Education.) 

G. Delaware. Department of Public Instruction. Annual Report for 
Year Ending June 30~ 1937. Dover, Del., State Board of 
Education, n.d. P. 61-290. 

H. Delaware. Department of Public Instruction. Annual Report for 
Year Ending June 30 1 1938. Dover, Del., State Board of 
Education, n.d. P.53-54, 74-75, 262-299. 



e.rence W. Evans 
nuary 9 , 1940 

~70 
EDUCATION IN DELAWARE 

Vocational Training 

Part I - Section 3 

Financing--Appropriations and Budgets 

Every dollar of Federal funds provided through the Smith

Hughes Vocational Education Act to aid the State's public schools 
· h Ou 

must be matched by a dollar of State or local money, or~both. ~A 

Reimbursements to schools from Federal funds will be made only 

for: (a) salaries of teachers, supervisors, and directors of 

agriculture courses and their assistants; (b) salaries of 

teachers, supervisors, and directors of trades and industries 

and home economics subjects and their aides; (c) specialized 

training for vocational teachers. 

Financial aid appropriated by both the Federal and the State 

governments to advance the program in Delaware of all branches 

of vocational education has increased steadily since the first 

United States grant under the Smith-Hughes Act. That initial 

Congressional appropriation gave Delaware $15,000 for the fiscal 

year, 1917-1918, ending June 30, and which Delaware, under the 

law, matched dollar for dollar. The following year's vocationai 

appropriations totaled the same amount. Thereafter, for four 

fiscal years, ending June 30, 1923, the Federal grants increased 

to $20,000, as did those of the State. With the beginning of the 

fiscal year, July l, 1923, and annually thereafter, benefits 

from the Washington government for vocational work have been 

$30,000, with yearly matching appropriations made by the~ 

9 &babe~ General Assembly. 

During the first two fiscal years--July 1, 1917, to June 30, 

1919--the grant was divided equally among three divisions of vo

cational work: (l} agriculture instruction; (2) instruction in 
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trades and industries and home economics; (3) teacher training. 

Each division received $5,000 of Federal money, with a like sum 

from the State Treasury. 

With the first increase of the Federal grant, however, 

in 1919, the additional $5,000 was allocated to the teacher 

training division, with the State, as before, matching the fund 

dollar for dollar. The annual funds for the two instructional 

divisions remained the same. This ratio of Federal financial 

aid--~10 1 000 for teacher training, and $5,000 each for the agri

cultural instruction division and the division covering courses 

in trades, industries, and home economics--continued through four 

fiscal years, from 1919 to 1923, with the required matching ap

propriations made annually by the State. 

When the Federal Government's appropriations reached the 

annual maximum under the Smith-Hughes Act, $30,000, with the 

beginning of the fiscal year, July 1, 1923, the amount was 

divided equally among the three divisions of vocational work, 

and have so remained. The allocations at present consist of 

10 1 000 of Federal money and $10,000 of State money for each of 

the aforementioned three divisions. 

The task of trainine the farmer, the mechanic, the housewife, 

and the merchandising worker to do better jobs had so increased 

in importance and size/by 1936 that additional appropriations for 

the work were sought and granted by Congress. Additional pay

ments to the States to advance vocational education were approved 

under the George-Dean Act, passed by the u.s. Senate and House of 

Representatives on June 8 1 1936. The act more than doubled Fed

eral allotments to Delaware for the annual cost of vocational 

education. 

Due to operation of the new George-Dean Act in Delaware for 
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the fiscal year, July 1, 1937, to June 30, 1938, an increase 

of $51,818 in Federal funds and an increase of $15,000 in State 

funds gave impetus to vocational training. 

Inestimable has been the practical value of vocational 
ye~ 

training to workers and employers alike during that twenty-threey 

span since this concept of education became an integral part of 

of the Delaware school system. The results of vocational edu

cation cannot be measured with fairness by the amount of cash 

expended for its operation and maintenance. But it may be as

sumed, logically, that it has proved of practical value when it 

is noted that the work has expanded steadily from year to year, 

necessitating increased appropriations from both the Federal and 

State govermnents. 

Delaware's total current expenses for public education for 

the fiscal year, 1937-1938, amounted to $4,147,997.88. Included 

in this sum was the State's total expenditures for vocational 

education, which amounted to $162,080.74. The break-down for 

vocational money outlay follows: 

· Vocational Expenditures (1937-1938) 
State and Local Federal 

Agriculture $19,924.55 ~29 1 849.09 
Total 

$49,773.64 

Trade and Industry 18,615.48 27,064.22 45,679.70 

Home Economics 10,091.67 20,000.00 30,091.67 

Teacher Training 13,358.22 13,358.22 26,716.44 

Distributive Occupations 3,273.10 6,546.19 9,819.29 

Total $65,263.02 $96,817.72 $162,080.74 
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George-Dean Vocational Education Act 

Far-sightedness and generosity of national government 

leaders have been responsible, in large part, for the financial 

key without which Delaware's door to greater vocational education 

opportunities would have remained closed indefinitely for lack 

of f'Unds. Passage by Congress, in 1917, of the Smith-Hughes law 

bad unlocked gateways into broader fields of public training, but 

it was not till enactment, 1n 1936, of the George-Dean Vocational 

Education Act that sufficient funds were made available for prac• 

tical cultivation of.!!,! of these fields and experimentation with 

others new to commerce. 

It was on June a, 1936, that Congress, through the George

Dean Act, provided for further development of vocational edu

cation in the several States and Territories, thereby considerably 

boosting Delaware's funds earmarked for thatpurpose. These new 

Federal funds, however, did not become operative in Delaware until 

the beginning of the fiscal year, July 11 1937. 

Hitherto, Delaware's appropriations from Washington bad 

amounted to $30,000 annually, matched dollar for dollar by State 

funds; the new act provided an increase of $51,818 1n Federal cash 

and an increase of $15,000 in State funds for the first year. Ex

penditures in the State for vocational training totalled $162,080.74 

for the fiscal year 1937-1938. Provisions governing George-Dean 
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appropriations to the State more than double future trade train

ing funds.!! Delaware appropriates State funds in proportions 

stipulated by the Federal act. 

Periodic increases 1n funds, to supplement those pro

vided under the Smith-Hughes Act, assure the individual States, 

through the George-Dean Act, of means upon which to base future 

expansion of vocational training. The supplementary act•a pro

visions for appropriations stipulate that the State must match 

50 percent of the Federal allotments until June 301 1942 1 60 

percent for the year ending June 301 19431 70 percent for the 

year ending June 301 1944, 80 percent for the year ending June 30, 

18451 90 percent for the year ending June 30, 1946, and annually 

thereafter 100 percent. 

As originally enacted, the George-Dean legislation set 

aside a fund that totalled $121 000,000 for apportionment among 

the Stat and Territories 1n aiding vocational education 1n agri

culture, home economics, and the trades and 1nduiitr1es. One

third of the State•s allotment was required to be based on the 

proportion that its farm population bore to the entire farm pop

ulation of the United States, according to the u. s. census last 

preceding the end of the fiscal year in which any such allotment 

was to be made. This one-third appropriation was to be used for 

salaries and traveling expenses of teachers, supervisors, and 

directors of agricultural subjects. Educators 1n home economics 

subjects were empowered to use a third of the appropriation, after 

allotment based on the proportion that the State's rural popula-
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tion bore to the entire rural population of the Nation. On the 

proportion that the State's non-farm population bore to that of 

the entire u. s., one-third or the appropriation was to -be alloted 

to further the work or the trade and industrial educators. 

With release or additional Federal money for use in Dela

ware•s vocational program, many undeveloped fields, particularly 

distributive occupations, experienced extensive cultivation. In 

addition to the $12 1 000,000 set aside under the George-Dean Act 

for s~l~ries and traveling expenses of vocational educators, the 

legislation provided also a fund or $1,2001 000 to be apportioned 

among the States for work in the distributive occupations. Allot-, 

ments for this purpose were to be designated for use as salaries 

and traveling expenses of educators and the maintenance or teacher 

training in merchandising subjects. The appropriation to the State 

from this fund must be matched by the State in the proportion that 

its total population bears to the total population of the United 

States and Territories. 

A third fund of $1,000,000 was set aside annually, under 

the George-Dean Act, for the preparation of teachers, supervisors, 

and directors of agricultural, home economics, and trade and indus

trial subjects. The law stipulates that allotments from this fund 

will be made to the State in the proportion that its total popu

lation bears to the total population of the United States and its 

Territories. 

Broadening of opportunities for vocational training, expan

sion of teacher training fao111t1ea, and additions of more and better 

e ipment for work in the fields of education dedicated to the primary 

aim of economic efficiency constitute the far-reaching results of more 
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Federal capital released to Delaware through operation of the 

George-Dean Act. The most important factor in obtaining pub

lic support for building of Wilmington's H. Fletcher Brown 

Vocational High School was passage of the George-Dean law. It 

was due to this act, supplementary to the Smith-Hughes legis

lation, that facilities were made possible in Delaware•a chief 

city for instruction 1n hitherto undeveloped fields, incl~ding 

the metal trades, painting and decorating, industrial chemistry, 

beauty culture, commercial art, the foundry trades, merchan

dising, and radio maintenance, and expansion made possible in 

the skilled trades already offered in the Wilmington Trade School 

since superseded by the Brown School. 

P. 

G. 

H. 

J. 
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DELAWARE'S PLAN FOR VOCATIONAL EDUCATION 

Section l. 

Introduction 

To train potential workmen to become educated producers 1n 

specific callings is the keynote upon which is based all occupa

tional. training under Delawe.re's Plan for Vocational Education. 

Snee 1917, when Delaware accepted Federal benefits u..~der the Smith

Hughes Act, the State's Division of Vocational Education has operated 

under such a Plan, revising its provisions every five years to meet 

the ever-chru1g ng conditions of economic and soc.all fe. The five

year plan now governing the aims, methods., and materials of in

struction in Delaware's agricultural., homemaking., and industrial 

trade courses was approved by the State Board for Vocational Edu

cation on May 21, 1937. (B) (C) (G) 

Devised to meet the requirements of the Smith-Hughes Act and 

supplementary Federal enactments, the revised State plan lays down 

specific regulations for the apportioning of Govern.met and State 

funds _amonf; the public schools supporting vocational instruction 

or teacher training in agriculture., home economics, industrial. 

trades, d stribut vo (merchand sing) occupations, and technical 

pursuits, end for retraining leading to the economic rehab litatlon 

of workers. The plan further outlines the functions of the State 

Board for Vocational Education, the personnel of which comprises 

~ members of the genera1 State Board of Education, responsible 

for efficient operation of the Department of Public Instruction's 

Division of Vocationa1 Education. (F) (G) 
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The administrative chief o this division is the State Director 

for Vocational Education, with authority of this post vested in 

the University of Delaware's Professor of Vocational Agricultural 

Education. The director s responsible for reports of his super

visory staff to the State Board, the Executive Secretary of which 

is the State Superintendent of Public Instruction. State Super

visors head the division's three man sub-divisions, namely: Agri

cultural education, home economics education, and train ng in 

trades and industries. Under the 1 tter, there has been developed 

what is, in effect, a separate sub-division, distributive trades 

education, headed by an assistant supervisor. A recent development 

is a unit of the division devoted to the rehabilitation of the 

industrially handica_pped. (F) 

The years since the birth of organized vocationa training have 

been marke in Delaware, as elsewhere throughout the land, by 

steadily progressive steps whereby the school and industry have 

solidified the~r contacts. As a consequence, the objectives, the 

methods of te ching, the physical equipment, and the very atmosphere 

of the state's vocational program have been decisive factors in 

shaping its course. I t e trend of De aware's Plan for Vocational 

Education is to specialize narrowly, the fact must be remembered 

that such specialization follows the demands made by every field 

of industry for which vocational students are being prepared. (B) 

Keyed to the nexorable fact that youth today faces a highly 

compet1t ve world are the objectives which influence all phases o 

training in the state's vocational classes. Occupational trends 

are watched closely. Educators and industrial leaders alike are 

sensitive to the ever-shifting tides affecting supply and demand. 
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Advances in technology, soc al and economic dislocations of war, 

and the cataclysmic sweep of the cycle of boom, depression, and 

recover have wrought, and are forcing, changes in the social and 

economic order significant for vocational education. Delaware's 

Plan is a flexible one, devised to keep in step with the changing 

times. (B} (G) 

Underlying the framework of the State's occupational training 

structure as its basic stone is vocational adequacy shaped to serve 

as a cushion against the stress of economic pressure. Delaware's 

vocational educatorsjwith vocational adequacy ever in the fore, 

fashion their courses and enrollment to fit, as adequately as possible, 

the shifting needs of industry. To this end, their frequent surveys 

take into account these vital factors: (l} Increase of unemployment, 

particularly in cities; (2) decreased demand for gainful labor of 

ch ldren and youth, due to employment policies and legislation; (3) 

delayed entry into full vocational responsibilities, due to unemploy

ment and compulsory school extension; (4) the ncreasing specializa

tion re uired in many trades and professions; (5) mechanization of 

many .ndustrial operations; (6} increase in gai~ful employment of 

women; (7) a decreasing demand for labor requiring little special 

traini~g, judgment, or manual dexterity, and (8) an increasing demand 

for workers with skill, insight, and adaptability. (F} 

Based on vocational adequacy, Delaware's Plan aims to increase 

all phases of the wor~er's efficiency through shaping individual 

courses in such a manner that he will be able to achieve economic 

effectiveness in the creation and use of goods and serv ces. Most 

persons simply drift into an occupation and become, in too many 

instances, 'square pe ·sin round holes." It is the purpose of 
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Delaware's Division of vocat onal Educat on to minimize this all 

t0:>prevalent waste. In short, De aware•s courses in agriculture, 

in home economics, and in the various trades and industries operating 

under the Smith-Hughes Act and supplementary legislation seek to 

prepare skilled journeymen or technical specialists capable of 

earning the current wages of their crafts and as educated producers 

to contribute their bits toward a workable democracy. (B) (F) 

B. 

c. 

D. 

F. 
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I 

Progressively -practical has been Delaware's development 

in the field of vocational agriculture instruction during the 

past two decades, marked by steady expansion in the program 

to train present and prospective tillers of the soil for pro

ficiency in farming. 

Advancement of agriculture's interests in the "Diamond 

Statert during the twenty-three-year span since inauguration 

of Delaware's Plan for Vocational Education has been more far

reaching than originally visioned by its pioneer promoters. 

These advances have been made possible primarily through 

effic:tent operation of a .systematic program of specialized 

training, provided by the financial scheme of cooperation 

between Federal and State Governments. 

Agriculture, since the Colonial era, has maintained a 

positjon of paramount importance in the economic life of the 

nFirst State. 0 Today, approximately three-quarters of the 

State's total land area is still devoted to farming; nearly 

a half of the connnonwealth 1 s total population dwells in this 

rural area--a population which makes its livelihood either by 

farming or in the numerous small rural connnunities which in

directly depend upon farming for their economic progress. The 

State's only purely urban center is the City of Vlilmington, 

manufacturing and connnercial hub, near its northeastermost 

corner . Manufacturing in relation to agriculture plays a 

relatively minor role on the economic stage of the commonwealth 

beyond Wilmington. 
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Agricultural Delaware, however, has been faced, like other 

farming areas of the Nation, with the serious problem of stemming 

the tide of youth from the home acres to the city in search of 

more lucrative and satisfying niches in the world's work. The 

industrial depression has served, in a measure, to check this 

migration. But the trend toward reversal of the cityward drift 

has been due, in considerable part during the past decade, to 

more satisfactory farming conditions, especially making it 

possible for young men to get vocational satisfaction, financial 

rewards, and cultural and social life comparable in their scope 

to that enjoyed in urban lines of endeavor. In this achievement, 

the instruction under Delaware's Plan for Vocational Education 

has been mainly responsible. 

Public instruction in vocational agriculture, an integral 

part of Delaware's school system, stems from the office, in 

Dover, of the State Supervisor of Vocational Agriculture and 

his aides to classroom units in the commonwealth's three ounties. 

Planned instruction classes are of three kinds: (1) for all-day 

pupils in high school classes; (2) for young men on the farm, 

between the ages of 16 and 24, in part-time classes~and (3) for 

adult farmers in evening classes. 

With practical application of farming methods as the keynote 

of all instruction given under the Delaware Plan, the scope of 

training encompasses: (1) classroom; (2) farm shop; (3) on the 

farm, and (4) leadership training through Future Farmers of 

America (white), New Farmers of .America (Negro), and other extra

curricular activities. 

That farming i~ a mode of life as well as a method of makin5 

a living is the consistent viewpoint of the State Supervisor and 
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his teachers of agriculture as they endeavor, through practical 

scientific education, to improve farm life in Delaware. To this 

end, these educators have set as major objectives the development 

of effective abilities in individuals so that they may: (l} become 

established in farming; (2} produce better products of the soil; 

(3} manage a farm business; (4} market agricultural products; 

(5} maintain efficient farm equipment; (6) finance a farm enter

prise; (7) conserve soil and other natural resources; (8} co

operate for the common good; (9) maintain a farm home; (10) appre

ciate farm life; (11) adjust themselves to national and inter

national trends affecting agriculture, and (12) exercise leader

ship and recognize and follow leadership. 

All rural high schools of the State foster vocational agri

culture instruction. During the 1938-1939 school term, all of 

them (22) offered such instruction in the freshman and sophomore 

years; 14 of them carried tbe course through the junior year, 

while in nine of them pupils were afforded the opportunity of 

a complete four-year agricultural course. Sixteen of these 

centers, during 1938-1939, were white; six were Negro. That 

ultimately four-year courses may be established in all centers 

now fostering specialized agricultural instruction is the goal 

· set by Delaware's vocational educators. At 16 centers, adult 

farmers were provided during 1938-1939 with evening classes; one 

center was a part-time school for farm boys. 

Not all the men serving as teachers of agriculture in the 

State schools received their required professional education 

within Delaware's borders. The majority of the white teachers, 

however, are graduates of the University of Delaware, at Newark; 
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all of the Negro teachers except one, during 1938-1939, came 

from out of the State. Delaware's two higher institutions of 

learning, Newark's University of Delaware and the State College 

for Colored Students, at Dover, serve as official training 

schools for young men who seek to equip themselves for positions 

as teachers of agriculture under the State Supervisor of Vo

cational Agriculture. 

Great stress is laid by Delaware's State Board for Vocational 

F,ducation upon adequate collegiate training as a prerequisite 

before granting teachers' certificates. Such certification is 

granted to young men only on the recommendation of the State 

Supervisor of Vocational Agriculture with the approval of the 

State Director for Vocational Education, who at present {1940) 

is the University of Delaware's Professor of Vocational Agri

culture Education. 

For white students, the University of Delaware's School of 

Agriculture serves as the State's sole training center for 

secondary school teachers of vocational agriculture subjects. 

For Negro students, the State College for Colored Students 

serves a like purpose. Appointments to teaching positions, 

however, are not restricted to Delaware's colleges, but are 

open to any holder of a bachelor's degree in agriculture earned 

at any institution of higher learning approved by the Middle 

states Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. 

Consistent maintenance of high standards set by the State 

for the professional and practical background required of its 

supervisors, teachers, and teacher trainers has been reflected 

in the vocational courses offered throughout the school system. 
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Not only must prospective agricultural instructors complete a 

specialized four-year course in college before being certified 

to teach, but teachers in service must continue their own educa

tion through professional improvement conferences. 

Under Delaware's Plan for Vocational Education, based on 

stipulations of the Smith-Hughes Act, supervisors of vocational 

agriculture must be graduates of a standard four-year agri

cultural college; must have been farm-reared, £E_ have had four 

years' farm experience after the 14th birthday, with one year 

of that experience having been continuous throughout an entire 

12 months' cycle; must have had at least two years' teaching 

experience in vocational agriculture subjects in a secondary 

school; must be at least 25 years old, and possess personal 

qualities indicating leadership in the development and super

vision of an agricultural education program. 

Major responsibilities of the supervisor are of three kinds: 

Promotional, inspectional, and instructional. His promotional 

duties include: (1) the formation of classes; (2) the organiza

tion and approval of courses; (3) the mapping of yearly programs 

of work; (4) the recommendation of teachers; (5) the making of 

special studies, surveys, and investigations deemed needed and 

desirable, and (6) cooperation with farming organizations in the 

preparation of State printed matter on agricultural education for 

distribution. 

The inspectional duties of the supervisor comprise: (1) the 

general supervision and inspection of work being conducted in 

the State schools with funds provided wholly or in part by the 

Federal Government for vocational education; (2) the furnishing 

of data to the State Board for Vocational Education as sufficient 
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bases for judging whether individual schools are entitled to 

reimbursement for expenditures made for vocational agricultural 

courses. 

The instructional duties of the supervisor consist of.: (1) 

individual aid to his agricultural instructors in the various 

schools through visits to instructional centers; (2) visits to 

projects carried on by his teachers' pupils, either at school or 

farm home; (3) individual assistance to his teachers by means 

of correspondence, supplying advice through personal letters and 

printed material on vocational education, and (4) cooperation 

with the teacher training departments of the State colleges by 

conducting professional improvement conferences of teachers in 

active service. 

Qualifications for teacher trainers in the State college 

departments of vocational education are set as high as those for 

educators serving in supervisory capacities in the public school 

system. These teacher trainers in Delaware's two institutions 

of higher learning are charged with the responsibility or 

preparing young men adequately for teaching posts under the state 

Supervisor of Vocational Agriculture. At the University of Delaware's 

S chool of k;i;riculture, supervision of teacher trainers is vested 

in the Professor of Vocational Agriculture, who serves also as 

the State Director for Vocational ~ducation--the State Director 

not only for agriculture but for all classifications of Vocational 

education under the Delaware Plan. At the State College for 

Colored Students' School of Agriculture, supervision of teacher 

training is under the Director of Agriculture and Teacher Trainer 

in Vocational Agriculture--one member of the faculty serving in 

that dual capacity. 
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Particular stress is laid on practical experience in both 

farming and teaching, as well as on a broad professional educat i on, 

in the selection of teacher trainers. 

Practical experience in farming is among the major qualifi

cations demanded of all teacher trainers. The requirements for 

appointment stipulate that they should be practical tillers of 

the soil, but this requirement may be met fully if they have been 

reared on farms and actually taken part in the business of farming. 

Practical experience in teachin5 is also a prime requirement. 

Candidates for· teacher training posts should have had at least 

two years' of successful experience as agricultural instructors 1n 

approved vocational schools, the Delaware Plan for Vocational 

Education points out. 

Practical supervisory experience of at least two years in 

responsible posts, preferably in the field of vocational educa

tion in agriculture, is required of all who desire to fill 

teacher training posts. 

Of prime importance, too, is the requirement that all 

candidates must be thorouehly equipped with both a broad general 

education and intensive professional school training. 

It is stipulated that members of the teacher trainer staffs 

must be graduates of standard four-year agricultural schools of 

college grade, or its equivalent, with agricultural and cultural 

courses properly correlated. The prescribed course for teacher 

trainers covers four full years of work, divided among: (1) technical 

agricultural subjects; (2) pedagogical subjects; (3) related 

science subjects, and (4) humanistic subjects calculated to pro-

duce a well-rounded education. 
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Supervised observation of classroom teaching and practice 

teaching of vocational agriculture classes also are prerequisites 

for appointment to posts as teacher trainers in Delaware. 

In the teaching of agricultural subjects, Delaware has been 

consistently progress : ve. High standards set for certification 

of teachers compare favorably with those of any other State in 

the Union; in many instances, instruction methods employed are 

proauctive of more satisfactory results than in some sister 

commonwealths. From the inauguration, in 1917, of vocational 

education in Delaware, her educators have kept abreast of 

practical and progressive trends in the methods of vocational 

teaching. 

Qualifications for teachers of agriculture in the State's 

secondary schools are based, in large part, on the requirements 

for Federal aid set forth in the Smith-Hughes Act and incorporated 

in Delaware's Plan for Vocational Education. 

A clear vision of rural life and its possibilities, successful 

farming experience, and a thorough professional training in 

vocational education are prerequisites for the State's teachers 

of agriculture. 

Teachers in all-day classes in the high school agriculture 

departments must hold a bachelor of science degree in agriculture 

from a standard four-year college. Their practical farming 

experience minimum is set at two years, and must have been ac

quired since the age of fourteen. When filling vacancies, 

preference is given to those young men who have been reared on 

farms. In Delaware's agricultural colleges, teaching preparatory 

courses are permitted for only those young men, graduates of 

standard four-year high schools, who have had or are acquiring 
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practical agricultural experience. Observation and practice 

teaching are required before graduation. 

Teachers in evening classes conducted for adult farmers to 

supplement their .daily employment are, in most cases, the 

regular day school teachers. Men or women, however, who are 

equipped with wide and successful farming experience in special 

phases of agriculture may be approved to assist the regular 

teachers in conducting such adult classes. 

The qualifications for teachers in part-time classes, con

ducted for young men on the farm, between the ages of 16 and 24., 

are the same as for instructors in the all-day high schools, with 

respect to professional and specialized agricultural education. 

But the school authorities indicate that teachers for this type 

of work should be equipped with more extended practical experience 

in farming. Supervised farm practice is stressed in these part

time classes. 

In fact, supervised farm practice is the keystone upon which 

is based all phases of instruction in the scheme of vocational 

farming education. it least six months' of supervised farm 

practice is required of all students enrolled in all Delaware 

vocational agricultural classes, whether these classes be day 

schools, evening schools, or part-time schools. 

A close correlation between agricultural work proper--both 

classroom studies and farming practice--and rural living is ever 

present as the goal of educators for all phases of the State's 

agricultural education program. 

This correlation in the day schools is furthered through 

organization of courses in such a way that classroom instruction 



-32- EDUC AT ION IN DELAWARE ..t 1t 
Vocational Training 

will be divided between purely agricultural subjects and those 

in a cultural academic category, while time is allotted to practical 

field training through farm shop practice and supervised home 

projects on the farms. The Delaware Sta.te Plan for Vocational 

Education requires that each agricultural student carry on a 

farming project each year from the project's inception to a 

successful completion. Such project nrust be correlated to his 

school work, with full responsibility on his part for financing 

the enterprise and performing its tasks without the aid of others 

except supervision by the educational authorities. The home 

project involves the keeping of books, the taking of inventories, 

and the making of final statements . Application of scientific 

principles learned in the classroom thus becomes an important 

phase of the embryo farmer's training. Each school adapts its 

program to the type and needs of agriculture prevalent in its 

area. 

The methods of instruction in the day schools, therefore, 

are planned with the objective in view of equipping the students 

for practical farming. And the instruction is so organized that 

the students will profit through demonstrations, the employment 

of illustrative and reference material, laboratory and farm 

practice in such proportion as deemed helpful, and group co

operation in extra-curricular activities, particularly the Future 

Farmers of America and the New Farmers of America. 

Accomp]tshments of vocational education have been materially 

effected in recent years by the enthusiastic interest youth has 

displayed in the programs of the Future Farmers of America and the 
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New Farmers of America. Membership of these two farm youth 

organizations is nation-wide. The former is limited to boys 

enrolled in vocational agriculture classes in white public 

schools, while the latter draws its membership exclusively from 

boys taking agricultural studies in the State's Negro schools. 

Chapters of the Delaware Branch of the Future Farmers and of the 

state Branch of the New Farmers have become firmly established 

in all schools fostering vocational agricultural classes. 

Activities of the Future Farmers and New Farmers are widely 

diversified and are closely orrelated with the work undertaken 

in classroom and home projects on the farm. Cooperative service 

to each other and to their communities at large is a cardinal 

principle upon which the work of the organizations is based. 

Much of the supervised farm work is carried on under the voca

tional education program as projects of these two organizations. 

Activities of the chapters embrace such things as State-wide 

corn-judging and cattle-judging contests, cooperative buying and 

selling enterprises, poultry-judging contests, public speaking 

contests, exhibits at the Kent-Sussex Fair a.t Harrington and at 

the annual meetings of the Peninsula Horticultural Society, 

programs given before service clubs, Granges, school assemblies, 

and Parent-Teacher associations, and lohg-time supervised programs 

relating to agriculture or other phases of rural life. 

Practice is an essential part of the training of Delaware's 

youth in vocational agriculture. Indicative of the value of 

project work in financial return is the following summary (1938-

1939) of the financial status of Delaware boys as a result of 

their project work: 
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Approximate amount invested in fanning -----$30,747.00 
Approximate amount on deposit in banks----- 12,258.00 
Amount in local F.F.A. treasuries---------- 1,082.00 
Net profit from animal projects------------ 9,649.98 
Net profit from plant projects------------- 4,600.27 
Prize money won at Kent-Sussex Fair--------- 472.25 

Ribbons won at Kent-Sussex Fair ----------- 190 
Articles written for newspapers and magazines 500 

Correlation of agricultural education's various phases in 

the State's evening schools is furthered in nruch the same manner 

as in the day schools, although emphasis is laid upon conferences 

in which group discussions of the classes' adult farmer students 

are supplemented by special instruction needed by a particular 

group of farmers. In the majority of cases, the regular class

room facilities of the day schools are used as instructional 

centers. Unit coursee are arranged from ten to twenty le s sons 

in length. As in the day schools, a required part of the course 

is supervised farm practice of at least six months. 

In the part-time schools, designed for young men of 16 to 

24 years of age engaged in farm work, correlation·also is made 

between classroom work and actual farming projects. These classes 

are intended primarily for those young men, not regularly enrolled 

in day schools, who have facilities for directed or supervised farm 

practice. The instructional work is organized into unit courses, 

planned to help them in getting established in agriculture through 

classroom studies and related activities aimed toward advancing 

their civic and vocational intelligence. A minimum of ten 

sessions is set for each course. As in the day and evening 

schools, a minumum of six months of actual farm practice, also 

supervised, is required. The instructional program includes 

demonstrati ons and discussions in the classroom, and practical 

applicat:i.on by the students of the principles of agriculture 
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At the apex of Delaware's scheme of education in vocational 

agriculture stand the commonwealth's two institutions of higher 

learning, the University of Delaware and the State College for 

Colored students. Under the provisions of the Smith-Hughes Act, 

Federal funds earmarked specifically for the furtherance of 

vocational training are allotted annually to these colleges. 

Such money must be used only in the preparation of young men for 

secondary school posts as teachers of vocational agriculture. 

Vocational training, of course, is given in these schools for 

agricultural fields other than teaching, but those non-teaching 

fields do not come within the scope of Delaware's Plan for 

Vocational Education based on Federal financial aid through 

operation of the Smith-Hughes Act. 

In addition to the specifically vocational teaching course, 

Agricultural Education, the curricula of the University of 

Delaware's School of Agriculture include specialized courses in 

Agronomy, Animal Industry, Horticulture, · Poultry Husbandry, Farm 

Mechanics, Animal Genetics, and Agricultural Economics. All of 

these are standard four-year courses, leading to the degree of 

Bachelor of Science in Agriculture, planned to fit students, 

according to studies pursued, to: (1) teach agriculture or 

science in high school or college; (2) become associated with 

industrial enterprises economically allied to agriculture; (3) 

enter farming directly as a means of livelihood; (4) become 

members of Agricultural Extension staffs· and (5) pursue graduate 

research in the scientific agriculture field. 
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At the State College for Colored Students, courses in its 

School of Agriculture are organized with the same purposes in 

view as the curricula followed at the University of Delaware. 

To surnmarize--Delaware 1 s Plan for Vocational Education seeks 

to provide, in the field of agriculture, a comprehensive program, 

closely correlating classroom instruction and practical farm 

work in such a manner that the student will be able to reap 

adequate pecuniary and occupational satisfaction from the pursuit 

of farming. 
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Part II - Section 3 

Vocational Home Economics 
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Of all the multiple lines of human endeavor woven into the 

fabric of American life, homemaking stands supreme, eclipsing all 

other occupations in its basic importance to the individual and 

society and in the relative number of its devotees. No other oc

cupation is as old as homemaking; its age is coeval with mankind. 

Its roots, extending deeply into the past, are entwined about the very 

foundations of society and have nurtured the growth of family life, 

thereby creating the need and incentive for all other divisions of 

labor. Significant is the fact that more women are engaged in home

making than in any other occupation to which either men or women devote 

their time. 

Only in recent years, however, have educators and economists 

recognized the importance of homemaking as a vocation and provided, 

within the public school system, courses in home economics comparable 

in scope to those for vocations in the industrial, merchandising, and 

agricultural fields. Systematically organized training in home 

economics is a relatively modern development in education. Its 

definite inception came with passage, in 1917, of Federal legislation 

providing for financial cooperation with the States in establishment 

and maintenance of distinctly vocational classes. Kn.own as the 

Smith-Hughes Vocational Education Act, this legislation set up definite 

standards under which young men and women received practical training 

in livelihoods in definite callings. Delaware's Plan for Vocational 

Education, in strict accordance with this Federal statute, has proved 

its practical worth in the steady progress achieved through home

making instruction toward better home management and consequent 
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In Delaware, as in other parts of the Nation, public education 

in the household arts and sciences had been accorded scant attention 

before inauguration of vocational training outlined by the Smith

Hughes Act. Before 19171 the "First State's" homemaking instruction 

was confined solely to a few academic courses in "domestic science, 0 

taught mainly in the city schools of Wilmington and regarded primarily 

as part of the pupils' general education rather than practical vocational 

training for homemaking. Those out-moded domestic science courses, 

therefore, were devoid of the keynote of the modern home economics 

course--the keynote which is specialized training for productive 

service in a specific homemaking vocation. 

Under Delaware's Plan, the primary aim of home economics in

struction is to train present and prospective homemakers so they may 

become proficient, happy, and understanding housewives, and be able 

to apply immediately their vocational knowledge to professional, 

business, or industrial pursuits. 

The major objectives of vocational education in home economics 

envision the effective development of abilities in individuals in 

order that they may: (1) establish a well-organized home; (2) develop 

happy social relationships; (3) efficiently manage the business of 

a modern home; (4) effectively rear children for useful adulthood; 

(5) finance home operation and maintenance through proper budgeting; 

(6) properly select and prepare food in relation to quality, quantity, 

and cost; (7) buy, make, and conserve wearing appar.el to the best 

advantage; (8) select, arrange, and maintain furniture and household 

furnishings in relation to utility, aesthetic value, and cost; (9) 

develop habits conducive to the promotion of health and happiness 



-39- EDUCATION IN DELAWARE 
Vocational Training 

of their associates; (10) cooperate with the community, as well as 

the immediate household or business enterprise, for the common good; 

(11} adjust themselves to developments in arts and sciences that 

contribute to the happiness of family and community life, and (12) 

exercise practical initiative and leadership and recognize and follow 

such leadership. 

For more than two decades now, the ideal of a dual goal for 

Delaware's vocat~onal home economics program has been kept to the 

fore by the State Supervisor and her aides--the ideal which imbues 

all instruction with the belief that homemaking is a way of life as 

well as a way for making a living. To this end, therefore, have been 

shaped all courses under Delaware's Plan; teacher trainers, super

visory staff, and field instructors alike have so correlated their 

work that results have gone beyond expectations of pioneers in this 

field of education. That application of this ideal has been highly 

productive of far-reaching success is evidenced by comparative yearly 

statistics published by the Department of PUblic Instruction from 

reports submitted through the State Board for Vocational Education. 

Success of the State's homemaking program is rooted definitely 

in planned instruction--a progressively practical course during which 

stress is increasingly laid upon skill in applying technical knowledge 

to tasks usual in the operation of a home. Such instruction, as given 

in classes entitled to Federal financial help, falls into two classifi

cations, namely: (1) all-day schools of junior and senior high school 

rank for pupils not less than 14 years of age, and (2) evening schools 

for young persons and adults, with the minimum age set at sixteen. 

The Federal law provides for a third type of instruction, that for 

individuals between 14 and 16 years of age who are employed, but 
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Delaware thus far has not seen fit to establish continuation (part

time) schools in home economics. Instruction, given to groups in 

both white and Negro centers, is intended primarily for girls and 

women, but a unique development in recent years has been the 

organization of classes for boys at their own request in a few of 

the senior high schools--training designed to provide practical 

experiE1:1.ce and develop appreciation to further homemaking roles the 

boys might follow later and help them to become better cooperative 

members of their present family and social groups. 

Although Federal financial assistance is not given to foster 

homemaking courses outside of the State's public school system, super

visory service and the loan of teaching material are permitted. Such 

aid is extended to four state institutions, namely: (1) the Delaware 

Industrial School for Girls, at Claymont; (2) the Delaware Industrial 

School for Colored Girls, at Marshallton; (3) the Ferris Industrial 

School of Delaware, for boys, near Roselle, and (4) the State Training 

School for the Feeble-minded (Delaware Colony), at Stockley. Teachers 

in these schools, however, do not come within the scope of the Smith

Hughes Act upon which Delaware's Plan for Vocational Education is 

based, nor does any supervisory work of any public school educator 

entail more than class observations, conferences with the teachers, and 

recommendations in reports to the institutional superintendents. 

Within the public school system, homemaking education is con

centrated largely in the all-day courses of junior and senior high 

schools. During the 1938-1939 term, all of the State secondary 

schools--40--provided instruction in home economics. Of these, 30 

were white centers while 10 were Negro schools. Courses, according 

to facilities in individual schools, range from two to six years in 

length and are offered in grades seven to twelve inclusive. This 
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type of vocational work was pursued--during 1939-1939--in the 

seventh through the tenth grades as part of the regular schedule 

of classes in all junior and senior high schools. In 22 schools, 

the course included the 11th grade; in 6 schools, the 12th grade 

was included. 

Although the homemaking program in respect to adults and out

of-school girls assumes under the Delaware Plan a place secondary 

to that for the day-schools, its importance is not overlooked. During 

1938-1939, 20 of the 30 schools giving home economics instruction to 

white pupils employed a teacher for an additi.onal half-month to visit 

homes, directly contacting parents and supervising home projects. 

In seven of the ten Negro schools fostering homemaking classes, the 

vocational teachers were employed for a full month of additional time 

to give instruction to parents of pupils and other adults and super

vise home work. Special evening classes for these grown persons were 

organized for meetings in the schools' homemaking rooms when deemed 

advisable. Such classes were held during the 1938-1939 in seven 

schools for both adults and out-of-school girls. 

In addition to the standard homemaking courses provided for 

adults by the Division of Vocational Education, housewives may enroll 

for studies given through the Division of Adult Education. Close co

operation between the two divisions enables women to pursue Adult 

Education courses useful as homemaking aids but which cannot be 

given by the Vocational Education division. 

Further promotion of home economics education is given impetus 

by the State Supervisor and her aides through cooperation with State 

organizations, private as well as governmental, concerned with the 

improvement of family life. Such organizations, in addition to 
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divisions of the school system, include the Delaware 

Citizens Association (outgrowth of the old Service 

Citizens of Delaware), the Parent-Teacher Association, 

the State Vocational Association, the state Home 

Economics Association, the Delaware State Federation 

of Women's Clubs, the Delaware State Health Council, 

and the Young Women's Christian Association, particularly 

its work with Girl Reserves. 

All of the State's homemaking education offically 

under the Delaware Plan stems from the office, in Dover, 

of the State Supervisor of Vocational Home Economics, 

who with her aides exercises general supervision. Like 

supervisors of other education divisions operating under 

the State Board for Vocational Education, she must make 

stipulated progress reports to the State Director for 

Vocational Education, at present the University of 

Delaware's Professor of Vocational Agriculture. 

Equalling any other State in the Union are the 

high standards set by Delaware for basing appointments 

to supervisory, teaching, and teacher training posts 

in the Division of Home Economics. Specific qualifi

cations are written into the school code in strict 

adherence to provisions of the Smith-Hughes Act and 
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subsequent Federal legislation accepted by the State. 

In the weighing of applicants, as much importance is 

attached to their practical background as homemakers 

and their aptitude in teaching household arts and 

sciences as to their educational background. It is 

required, however, that all appointees be graduates of 

the home economics department of a degree granting in

stitution approved by the Middle States Association of 

Colleges and Secondary Schools. Teacher training in 

vocational homemaking is provided by the State at the 

Women's College, University of Delaware (for white 

students), and at the State College for Colored students. 

Although no bar exists against graduates of schools out

side of Delaware, the majority of the State's homemaking 

instructors for the 1938-1939 term were educated for their 

jobs in its two institutions of higher learning. 

Certifications to teach are issued to applicants 

only upon recommendation of the State Supervisor of 

Vocational Home Economics with the approval of the State 

Director for vocational Education. 

Qualifications for the post of State Supervisor, 

as stipulated by the Delaware Plan, are followed rigidly 

in filling this office. Educational background must 

include a bachelor of science degree in home economics 

granted by a standard four-year college, where the 
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candidate must have included in her course closely correlated 

professional, pedagogical, and cultural academic subjects. Her 

practical background must not only have consisted of at least two 

years' actual experience in homemaking, part of it acquired in direct 

management of a home, but she must have had at least three years' 

successful teaching experience in vocational schools, and at least 

two years' of work in a supervisory or administrative capacity. In 

addition, she must exhibit unmistakable proof of maturity and qualities 

of leadership. 

Among the major responsibilities of the State Supervisor is the 

improvement of teachers in service, promoted through educational 

conferences in cooperation with the teacher training departments of 

the State colleges. Instructors are encouraged to attend collegiate 

summer school sessions. The teachers are aided individually through 

visits of the supervisor who follows her conferences by letters 

summarizing observations, recommendations, and commendations. State

wide conferences of all homemaking educators, both white and Negro, 

are arranged at the discretion of the supervisor, as well as evening 

group meetings for discussion of home project work and evaluation of 

teaching. Personal contact with all instructors under her jurisdiction 

is maintained by the supervisor by professional correspondence giving 

specific advice on classroom problems. Books and other professional 

reading matter are loaned to teachers from the supervisor's office. 

Another important duty of the supervisor relates to inspection 

of work according to high standards set by law. Upon her reports 

is based the degree of financial and other aid to be accorded to 

individual centers for homemaking instruction. 

Promotional duties of the State Supervisor encompass: (1) 

organization of all vocational homemaking classes; (2) recommendation 

of individuals for teaching posts; (3) preparation and approval of 

3o3 
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instruction courses; (4) preparation of plans to advance home 

economics education; (5} cooperation with women's organizations in 

the preparation of State printed matter on homemaking education, and 

(6) the making of special studies, surveys, and investigations in the 

homemaking field deemed needed and desirable. 

Delaware's two teacher training centers, the University of Delaware 

and the State College for Colored Students, function in close cooperation 

with the State Supervisor of Vocational H.)me Economics, and the re

quirements for teacher trainers are comparable to those for instructors 

in the secondary field. 

Basic qualifications for teacher trainers require that all staff 

appointees be graduates of a standard four-year home economics course 

in degree granting institutions approved under the Delaware Plan, and 

that the professional education subjects studied must have stressed 

their application to all phases of homemaking. strictly enforced 

are the requirements as to length and type of experience--two years 

of successful homemaking, part of which must have been acquired in the 

actual operation of a home; three years of teaching in vocational 

schools, including both day and evening classes, and two years of 

service in some type of supervisory or administrative capacity. 

The training of teachers follows a tested program calculated to 

prepare students for the most effective service possible through 

utilization of the latest methods and materials in household arts and 

sciences. Newest developments in home economics always find Delaware's 

vocational educators in the vanguard, as attested by national com

parative reports from the several States. The course of study outlined 

for prospective teachers is_designed to provide a well-rounded 
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education; a broad preparation for service is achieved through 

correlation in effective proportion of three types of studies, the 

purely professional, the cultural academic, and the pedagogical. 

Qualifications for homemaking instructors in the State schools 

are high, both as to educational background and practical experience. 

For admission to teacher training courses, the young woman planning 

to teach in Delaware's homemaking departments must have been certified 

by an accredited secondary school or college. Four years is the 

length of the course in both State colleges for those desiring to 

obtain posts in the day-schools, with the School of Home Economics 

of either college granting the degree of bachelor of science in home 

economics upon completion. For teachers of homemaking in the evening 

schools, a minimum of two years of training of college rank is re

quired. Actual homemaking experience is a prerequisite for both 

college entrance and graduation. It is not enough that the appli

cant for entrance be a secondary school graduate or have done work 

in another college, but she must have completed at least two years 

of practical homemaking work prior to entrance or must acquire it 

during her course in either of Delaware's colleges. In addition to 

practical homemaking experience, the student must, before graduation 

or certification, pursue prescribed studies in English, chemistry, 

physics, bacteriology, physiology, fine arts, sociology, history, 

economics, physical training, and the purely homemaking courses, both 

professional and pedagogical. Under supervision, she must complete 

a prescribed period of residence in the college home management house, 

where all phases of home life and its problems are studied under 

conditions that might prevail were the practice house an actual off

campus household. 

Practice teaching and observation in schools near the campus 
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are prerequisites to graduation--or certification in the case of two

year students. This work must be undertaken at the direction of the 

teacher trainers who set the actual number of hours required. 

Certification to teach is made only after recommendation by 

the state Supervisor of Vocational Home Economics with the advice 

of the teacher trainers and the approval of the State Director for 

vocational Education. Recertification depends upon clear evidence 

during the probationary period of successful teaching and professional 

spirit. 
in 

Homemaking is included/ the curricula of all secondary schools 

of the State, with ccurses offered in both junior and senior high 

schools from the seventh to twelfth grades inclusive. Although 

evening classes are becoming increasingly popular and are being ex-

panded yearly to meet the demand, instruction in the day-schools 

receives the greater emphasis. 

Day-school classes in home economics lay particular stress on 

the practical application of homemaking principles in general manage

ment, cooking, laurdering, housewifery, care of clothing, home nursing, 

and child care and training. The courses are so organized that the 

girl will get experience in developing skill in all phases of home

making. During the entire course, all non-homemaking studies are 

arranged in such a manner that correlation with home economics courses 

is achieved. In this way, the student acquires not only proficiency 

in homemaking but a broad cultural background designed to make of her 

a well-rounded individual. 

Supervised home projects constitute a part of the student's 

homemaking education as important as her classroom studies. Under 

the Delaware Plan, the direction given to these home projects is 
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based on the particular needs of the individual and the community 

in which she makes her home. Among widely conducted home work are 

included: Improvement, arrangement, care, furnishing, and equipment 

in housing; selection, care, and construction of wearing apparel; 

laundering and dyeing; provision of food for the family; conswner

buying; care and guidance of children; home management; individual 

health and home care of the sick; family and social relations; gardening; 

home entertainment, and preserving of fruits and vegetables. During 

the 1938-1939 term, more than 2,500 home projects were completed by 

pupils through grades nine to twelve. 

Home visits by teachers to all pupils enrolled in the home 

economics departments form a definite part of the instruction program. 

Teachers, employed for time beyond the regular classroom schedule, 

call at the girls' homes where they supervise projects and give 

advice to both pupils and parents. Each home visit is reported in 

writing to the superintendent or principal of the school and the 

State Supervisor. Particular care is given in the preparation of 

these reports in order that they will not only contain routine data 

but thoughtful analyses of the students' problems relative to projects 

undertaken. As a service for the guidance of •teen-age girls, the 

promotion of the home project program has proved to be of great 

practical value in quickening understanding of homemaking values. 

Methods of homemaking instruction, therefore, lay particular 

stress upon manipulative skill in mastering specific home projects, 

but sight is not lost of the fact that classroom studies, demonstra

tions, and discussions form important preliminary bases for such 

home projects. In both day and evening classes, the courses are not 

separated into separate recitation and laboratory exercises and are 

organized into units covering problem solving from every viewpoint 

of the home. 
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Statistical yearly reports of the State Board for Vocational 

Education indicate that impetus has been given to progressive develop

ment of homemaking instruction through the whole-hearted cooperation 

of pupils, teachers, parents, and administrators. This cooperation 

is best exemplified in the steady growth of practical home projects 

and their ideal correlation with both vocational and cultural class

room studies. 

Constant improvement of teachers in service is responsible, in 

large part, for the extent to which usefulness of home economics 

training has expanded. Not only are the instructors kept on a high 

level of proficiency by systematic contacts with the supervisory 

staff, but their professional advancement is assured through regular 

educational conferences and summer sessions at the colleges. 

At the head of Delaware's vocational training _system stand 

natura:D..ly her institutions of higher learning. At both the Women's 

College of the University of Delaware and at the State College for 

Colored Students, improvements in instruction and facilities for 

supervised teaching have been added periodically and transmitted 

consequently throughout the State's public school system. 

In the School of Home Economics at the Women's College, the aim 

of its curricula is twofold--to lay the foundation for a liberal 

cultural education, and to prepare the students for a life vocation 

in homemaking. To achieve these ends, four courses are offered, 

namely: (1) Technical Home Economics, vocational in nature; (2) 

Professional Home Economics, required for certification to teach in 

the secondary schools; (3) related Arts and Science subjects needed 

by the liberal arts student for development and her understanding 

of homemaking, and (4) general homemaking subjects fundamental in 
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the education of any individual in whatever school of the college 

she may be working toward her degree. Courses in home economics are 

two and four years in length, but only those courses having as the 

aim the preparation of young women for teaching posts in the State's 

vocational homemaking classes receive Federal financial aid. 

Similar courses are offered for Negroes at the State College 

for Colored Students. 

No Home Economics clubs or other organizations are sponsored 

in the State for high scbool pupils comparable to the farm youth 

organizations--the Future Farmers of America (white) and the New 

Farmers of America (Negro)--which function in cooperation with the 

Supervisor of Vocational Agriculture. Home economics students are 

aided materially, however, through association with the 4-H Clubs, 

the Girl Scouts, and the Girl Reserves of the Young Women's Christian 

Association. At the Women's College, there exists no student organiza

tion fostered specifically for home economics students, but at the 

State College for Colored Students girls in the homemaking classes are 

encouraged to take part in the activities of the Home Economics Club. 

The Home Economics Club for Negroes provides social training, 

develops personality, self-reliance, initiative, social poise, and 

professional interests, stimulates interest in hobbies and the wise 

use of leisure time, and trains for leadership in homemaking through 

integration of club work into the curriculum. 

Vocational home economics holds a definite place in Delaware's 

secondary education through helping young women and girls to develop, 

through practical training, into happy, use.ful, and understanding 

homemakers and community-minded members in a cooperative society. 
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Part II - Section 4 

Vocational Trades and Industries 

A--Scope of Training 
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Education for economic e~ficiency is the primary aim of 

1 vocation 1 training within the framework of Delaware's 

public school system. Particularly is this true of those 

highly specialized courses designed to prepare students for 

gainful employment in both the long-established trades and 

industrial pursuits and in those newer technical vocations 

born of inventive genius and the needs of economic progress. 

Practical application is the kemote; theoretic 1 studies are 

relegated to positions of minor importance. Under Delaware's 

Plan for Vocational Education in the trades and industries, the 

specific job is the thing that's stressed. Cultural subjects, 

however, are not foreign to these trade courses, but the aca

demic studies are so correlated to the urimary aim that their 

mastery bears always peculiar social significance to the call

ing in which the student is already engaged or is destined. 

Although still largely in the experimental stage, Delaware's 

progra.:m of industri 1 education has made appreciable advances since 

acceptance by the State, in 1917, of Federal financial assistance 

under the Smith-Hughes Act. Advances, however h ve been slo, 

far slower than the prog ess made in either the State's voca

tional program in home economics or in agriculture. This 

variance is due in large part, both educators and economists 

agree, to the inexorable law of supply and demand affected 

drastically by depression and by the inescanable fact that 

Delaware js predominantly an agricultural cornnru.nity. 
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Of paramount importance, however, to urban and rural 

Delaware alike is her slowly but steadily expanding position 
desoite 

in the industrial world. This importance has grown/more than 

a decade of widespread unemployment that has left heavy 

casualties in the ranks of labor. Economic pressure has 

forced many industries to the wall; others have survived 

only through adherence to policies of stringent retrench-

ment and the search for more economical methods of produc

tion. With keener competition has come the natural demand 

for better prepared workmen, and, in spite of persistent un-

employment, the demand for highly skilled artisans has in

creased perceptibly since the economic crash of 19~9. It is 

significant, therefore, that the trend in Delaware's vocational 

trade courses has been influenced wholly by the difection in

dustry itself has taken. 

Effectiveness of the State's vocational training depends 

entirely on the solidity of its contact with the fields for 

which it prepares; consequently, Delaware's educational pro-

gram has been developed in close harmony with industrial trends, 

and the purpose, equipment, methods of instruction, and the very 

atmosphere of the courses have been vital factors in furthering 

their practical value to industry. Demands of industry have 

forced narrow specialization in trade training, and, as a result, 

Delaware's vocational courses have been shaped according to local 

industry's demand for particular types of trained artisans. 

In Delaware, as elsewhere in the country, specific voca

tional training for the trades and industries has been developed 

as an integral part of public education only within the past 

twenty-three years. Before 1917, when Congress enacted the 

Smiths-Hughes vocational education law, organized trade-training 
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classes were confined for the most part to a few schools in 

widely scattered industrial cities. Some of those poorly 

equipped training centers were part of the public school 

systems of their respective States, but the majority were 

conducted as privately operated institutions. Delaware main

tained no trade school for the technical vocations before 1917. 

It is true that some of her high schools, mainly within the Wil

mington metropolitan area, provided instruction in manual arts 

and conducted connnercial courses comprising bookkeeping, short

hand, and other essentials of business office practice. But 

aside from a few private business schools, no other specifically 

vocational training for productive labor in the industrial world 

had existed in the State. ~ntrance into the technical trades 

had been effected wholly through long apprenticeships under 

skilled artisans. 

Under Delaware's Plan, a concerted effort is being made, 

with gratifying results, to readjust the age-old apprenticeship 

system of training to modern conditions of manufacture. The 

long-established trades have not eliminated, by any means, 

their apprenticeship requirements, but the quickening pace of 

production has made apprenticeship alone ineffective as a means 

of supplying industry with highly skilled workmen, and as a con

sequence the value of organized trade school instruction has re

sulted in ever-increasing cooperation between the old and new 

schools of thought. 

The primary purpose of all vocational trade and industrial 

training under the Delaware system is to prepare present and 

prospective artisans for proficiency in their respective callings 

in order that they may become effective producers for the mutual 

benefit of industry, themselves, and the community at large. 
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The major objectives of public instruction in trade and 

industrial pursuits point to the development of specific 

abilities in individuals in order that they may: (1) become 

firmly established in a specific technical vocation; (2) be· 

able through manipulative skill to produce better products; 

(3) acquire under the most favorable conditions and in the 

least time practicable the technical knowledge neede4 to keep 

abreast of progressive trends in their respective callings; 

(4) maintain mechanical and other equipment peculiar to their 

individual jobs in the highest state of perfection; (5) develop 

initiative in the organization of technical knowledge of prac

tical use in more efficiently handling their jobs; (6) be alertly 

conscious of responsibility and take pride in thorough workman

ship; _ (7) develop any latent leadership qualities for future 

advancement, either to supervisory positions as wage-earners or 

in the operation of their own enterprises; (8) appreciate the 

social as well as the economic value of their jobs as essential 

cogs in the machinery of a democratic community, and (9) develop 

habits conducive to the promotion of economic efficiency, and 

thereby the happiness of themselves and their associates. 

Although economic efficiency has been the immediate goal of 

the State in its trade and industrial courses, the ultimate goal 

envisions a dual purpose whereby the task has been set to cor

relate instruction so that the student will not only receive 

specific vocational education but will absorb those broadly cul

tural and civic elements which the exponents of general education 

rightfully believe to be basically essential in a democracy. Im

bued with this ideal, Delaware's vocational educators have en

deavored consistently to shape their technical courses since the 
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inauguration in 1917 of its system for vocational education. 

Application of this ideal is beginning to bear fruit, although 

its success in the trade and industrial courses has not been as 

great as in either the homemaking or agricultural fields. These 

facts are attested through comparisons of the yearly statistics 

published by the Department of Public Instruction from reports 

submitted through the State Board for Vocational Education. 

From the office in Wilmington of the State Supervisor of 

Vocational Trades and Industries is governed all technical voca

tional education in the public schools of less than college grade. 

Inasmuch as the bulk of the State's trade instruction centers in 

Wilmington, Delaware's sole city of metropolitan rank, the State 

Supervisor serves also as the City Supervisor of Vocational Trades 

and Industries. His chief aides, who in practice head virtually 

independent divisions of vocational education, are the Assistant 

State Supervisor of Distributive Occupations and the Assistant State 

Supervisor of Vocational Rehabilitation. 

Delaware's technical trade courses seek to reach three dis

tinct groups, namely: (1) those persons, both male and female, 

already employed in the trades or industries, in commercial of

fice pursuits, or in merchandising occupations; (2) those who are 

still in school and are preparing for jobs in these fields, and 

(3) persons injured in industry and who may receive special re

training under a plan of vocational rehabilitation being per

fected (1940) by the State. 

With stress on the practical auplication of instruction, 

the State's classes in trade and technical subjects are of three 

kinds: (1) for pupils in all-day classes of high school rank; 

(2) for men and women, over 16 years of age, in evening classes, 

including foremanship training, and (3) for youth and adults, 
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with minimum age set at 14, in part-time or trade extension 

classes. 

Although industrial arts courses, commercial subjects, and 

shop practice form important parts of the curricula of secondary 

school.a throughout the State, it is only in the city of Wilmington 

where there is maintained a high school organized exclusively for 

all-day vocational instruction. This school, which like some 

others includes also part-time and evening classes, is the H. -
Fletcher Brown Vocational High School. Strategically located 

in Delaware's sole highly concentrated industrial area, this 

vocational high school is available to boys and girls from any 

part of the State. Only white students may be enrolled in the 

Fletcher Brown School, but facilities in a limited degree are 

provided for Negro youth in Wilmington's Howard High School 

and in the high school department of the State College for 

Colored Students, at Dover. 

The State's only purely vocational high school is one of 

the newest and most significant development in Delaware's edu

cational progress. It has been in operation only since the fall 

of 1938, when it replaced the old Wilmington Trade School, the 

quarters of which, in the antiquated Public School No. 1, con

tinued in service as a center for the National Youth Administra

tion and Division of Adult Education. The H. Fletcher Brown 

Vocational High School, in its all-day and part-time classes, 

offered training for fourteen different trades and other in

dustrial occupations during the 1938-1939 term, while the even

ing classes for the same period taught twenty different vocations. 

Of the State's total enrollment of 2 1 338 in vocational trade and 

industrial courses, the greatest percentage was concentrated at 

the Fletcher Brown School where the facilities for a maximum of 
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850 pupils were taxed almost to the limit in both day and 

evening sessions. 

At the Fletcher Brown School, instruction is provided for 

three major occupational levels, namely: (1) the sub-managerial 

and junior engineering levels, in technical courses; (2) the 

skilled trades levels, in trade courses, and (3) the distribu

tive occupations levels, in merchandising courses. In the first 

group, more stress is laid upon the related technical instruction 

and less upon the practical shop work; in the second, the re

verse is the rule, while in the third group, the stress depends 

upon the nature of the subject, although the greater number of 

distributive occupational subjects involve immediate practical 

demonstration. 

The majority of the day-school courses are three years in 

length, while a few take two years to complete, with the final 

year on the cooperative part-time plan whereby the student spends 

.a portion of the time in class and the rest on the specific job . 

for which he is improving himself. 

Although preparation for gainful employment is the main 

purpose of the vocational school, the student may enter a degree

granting institution upon completion of the technical course at 

Fletcher Brovm. The trade division and merchandising courses, 

however, do~ prepare for college entrance. 

Applicants for admission to the vocational school are 

selected only after careful examination of their scholastic 

records and appraisals of their special abilities in the fields 

they have chosen. The student must decide early during his voca

tional training whether he plans to prepare for imnediate employ

ment or to continue his education at an advanced trade school or 
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technical institution of college rank, in order that his 

training may be properly arranged. Liberal provisions are 

made for transfer from one course to another, if not delayed 

for such a long period that such change would be impracticable. 

Statistics disclose that an ever-increasing spirit of 

cooperation between industry and the school syst~m is proving 

the practical worth of the vocational training courses. As a 

consequence of this cooperation, _periodic surveys are conducted 

to determine the number of skilled workers who may be absorbed 

into any particular field, and the findings of these surveys 

determine the kinds of courses to be offered, their subject 

matter, and, to a large extent, the number of enrollees. 

Fletcher Brown's technical program, in all-day and part-time 

instruction, includes, in addition to shop and laboratory work, 

a sound basic training in English, science, mathematics, and 

related technical subjects. The major occupational fields for 

which studies in this division prepare the student embrace 

manufacturing, building construction, transportation, and com

munication. The program includes specific courses in building 

construction, industrial chemistry, machine designing, mechanical 

maintenance, electrical maintenance, radio maintenance, gas en

gine service for airplane, auto, marine, and Diesel types, and a 

general course which includes information in several fields. Of 

particular interest to young women is the course in beauty cul

ture which has been developed considerably during the past few 

years. 

Within the scope of the school's technical training comes 

preparation for such technical jobs as inspectors, designers, 

supervisors, assistant foremen, draftsmen, estimators, checkers, 
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laboratory technicians, plant ~ontrol operators, and beauty 

shop operators and specialists. Those students desiring to 

enter the newer industrial fields, such as refrigeration, radio 

engineering, air-conditioning, and oil burner maintenance, may 

equip themselves through study in this division. 

Fundamental training in the skilled trades is provided in 

the school's trade program, in both day and part-time classes. 

Less 11 book work" and more specific skills are required than in 

the technical courses. The foundation work in school is so 

planned that in obtaining subsequent practical experience on 

the job such experience will be more easily and speedily trans

muted into productive efficiency than in the case of the raw 

apprentice without that background. While in school, approximate

ly one-half of the time is devoted to practical shop assignments 

on useful and productive bases, while the remainder is reserved 

for related trade instruction, English, and social sciences. In 

general, the plan of instruction for those preparing for the trades 

requires full time in school for two years followed by a third 

year which may be either full time in school or partly spent in 

classroom and industry. A high school diploma is awarded to 

students after completion of requirements, and they then enter 

employment with the rating of advanced apprentices. From one to 

three years more, however, must be served in apprenticeship after 

formal schooling is finished before graduates become full-fledged 

journeymen in their respective trades. In addition to the diploma, 

an1 apprenticeship certificate is awarded after the trade ex

perience requirements have been fulfilled. 

The day and part-time trade program comprises instruction in 

auto mechanics, machine shop practice, woodworking, welding, print

ing, carpentry, sheet metal working, and in the electrical, plumb-
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ing and heating, and radio trades, for boys and young men. For 

girls and young women, instruction is provided principally in 

the needle and food trades. These courses include tea room 

J,o 

and cafeteria operation, with stress on cooking, service, and 

business management, needle art, including sewing, dressmaking, 

alteration of clothing, and the operation of power sewing machines. 

In the merchandising program, a distinct sub-division in 

Fletcher Brown's technical program, the curriculum aims to pre

pare students for productive service in the retail distributive 

fields under guidance from the Assistant State Supervisor of 

Distributive Occupations who is responsible to the State Super

visor of Vocational Trades and Industries. The merchandising 

program includes instruction in salesmanship, commercial art, 

advert:1s.1.ng,display, show card writing, and business methods. 

Length of these courses is set at two years, and is of interest 

to both sexes. Work in this type of instruction is confined 

• largely to part-time and evening classes. 

Night courses at Fletcher Brown are designed to extend 

the vocational skill and knowledge of both men and women already 

engaged in the trades or technical pursuits. Extension of even

ing school opportunities has been made possible during recent 

years by increases in financial outlay through operation of 

provisions under the Federal George-Dean Act, and the addition 

of facilities has resulted in increased enrollment. 

Among the evening courses, with two sessions weekly de

voted to each subject, at the Fletcher Brown School, are auto 

mechanics, automobile operation, bricklaying, carpentry, print

ing, electricity, machine shop practice, sheet metal shop prac

tice, foundry technology, painting and decorating, plumbing and 

steamfitting, gas engine operation and maintenance, chemical 
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theory and mathematics, industrial chemistry, chemistry for 

nurses, commercial design, architectural dra,fting, blueprint 

reading and estimating, mechanical drafting, sheet metal pat

tern-making, radio technology, steam boilers and engines, show 

card writing, sewing, window trimming and store display, sales

manship, beauty culture, welding, and journalistic writing and 

editing. Other courses may be added or some may be dropped 

from time to time according to demands. 

3, 1 

Delaware's industrial education for Negroes in schools of 

less than college grade centers chiefly in the vocational trades 

and industries courses contained in the curriculum of Wilmington's 

Howard High School and, in lesser degree, in the industrial arts 

courses of the high school division of Dover's State College for 

Colored Students. 

At Howard School, the occupational courses are organized 

along the same lines and conducted upon the same bases as those 

in the curriculum of the Fletcher Brown School. As at the white 

vocational school, Howard offers day, part-time, and evening 

courses under supervision of officials responsible to the State 

Board for Vocational Education. Technical and trade courses at 

Howard are in addition to the regular secondary academic courses 

and commercial office studies, as Howard, unlike Fletcher Brown, 

is not devoted exclusively to vocational education. Technical 

and trade courses included in the day and part-time curricula are 

sheet metal working, electricity, machine shop practice, wood

working, mechanical drawing, building engineering, automobile 

maintenance and operation, beauty culture, tea room and cafeteria 

operation, and courses that will prepare the student for employ

ment as a chef. As at Fletcher Brown, Howard's trade and tech

nical programs stress the purely vocational studies but cultural . 
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Vocational evening classes at Howard High School include 

instruction in auto mechanics, automobile operation, industrial 

chemistry, machine shop practice, commercial sewing, salesman

ship, and beauty culture. 

Industrial arts training at the State 0ollege for Colored 

Students , although not as comprehensive as to the number of 

specific trades and technical vocations included in the Howard 

School curricula, is designed definitely to prepare students 

in the high school division for useful employment for wages. 

Work is organized along shop practice lines. General fundamen

tals form the bases for the first and second years, while the 

third and fourth years are devoted to specialization. 

Secondary students at State College, in their third year, 

may select either woodworking or metal working for specialization 

in the shops, and they may, at the beginning of their fourth year, 

specialize in building construction. Taught also are mechanical 

drawing technique, shop management, and chemistry, physics and 

other sciences pertinent to an understanding of the particular 

vocation the student chooses for a life work. Unlike State 

College's secondary courses in vocational agriculture and voca

tional home economics, its secondary industrial arts courses, 

although laying the bases for gainful employment, do not come 

within the jurisdiction of the State Board for Vocational Educa

tion, under provisions of the Federal Smith-Hughes Act. All 

these courses are full-time day school electives in the general 

course; no evening or part-time industrial arts courses are in

cluded in the institution's curricula. 
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Aside from the evening vocational courses offered at the 

Fletcher Brovm and Howard High schools in trade and industrial 

subjects, night classes under jurisdiction of the Wil1nington 

Vocational Evening Schools are offered also in connnercial, 

academic, and homemaking courses subjects. In addition to the 

trade, technical, and distributive occupational courses hereto

fore mentioned, only the connnercial courses are conducted under 

guidance of the State Supervisor of Vocational Trades and In

dustries. Evening commercial courses, given at Wilmington High 

School for whites, include bookkeeping, typewriting, filing, 

shorthand, business economics, business English, and business 

spelling and rapid calculation. Commercial evening courses at 

Howard High School consist of bookkeeping and typewriting. 

Homemaking evening courses, under guidance of the State Super

visor of Vocational Home Economics, are given at Wilmington 

High School in cookery and interior decoration; only cookery is 

given at Howard. Academic subjects are taught also in the Voca

tional Evening Schools, with white students being offered in

struction in English, French, German, Spanish, Italian, mathema

tics, American history, and public speaking, at Wilmington High, 

while at Howard only courses in English and mathematics are given. 

Evening school forms the largest group of trade and industrial 

classes in Delaware, comprising nearly one-half of the total en

rollment, and is virtually the only type of vocational trade and 

indµstrial education given outside of the city of Wiibmington. 

In addition to those offered under guidance of the Division of 

Vocational Education, such evening classes in subjects for which 

Federal aid is~ given and~ apprenticeship arrangement exists 

are conducted by the Division of Adult Education. 
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Public industrial education, however, still is centered 

largely in Wilmington, and provisions exist whereby students 

from all parts of Delaware may enroll in the city school sys

tem's vocational classes. The majority of industrial arts 

classes in high schools outside of Wilmington are confined, in 

the main, to old-type manual arts types, although progress has 

been made toward making this shop instruction more practicable. 

Vocational educators at present (1940) are endeavoring to find 

a solution for this situation, following a survey of rural Dela

ware conducted during the 1938-1939 school term to determine the 

need for skilled workers in various districts. Based on survey 

figures, only three high school districts were found to have 

sufficient populations to support trade and industrial classes. 

Definite plans for action have not been taken in this matter, but 

it is agreed that the most feasible plan would be for the State 

Board of Education to allow one dollar a day, in liew of trans

portation, for each pupil desiring to attend vocational classes 

outside their own districts. 

Apprenticeship training in the State's vocational day 

classes is conducted jointly with industries for the most part 

on the cooperative part-time plan, although some employers prefer 

to hire their apprentices after they have completed their full

time trade courses rather than on part-time bases during the 

third year of schooling. The majority of the trade and industrial 

courses are three years in length, thereby making cooperative 

training a simple procedure provided employers continue cooperation 

and any drastic industrial upset does not intervene to disturb the 

balance class enrollment restrictions strive to maintain between 

the law of supply and demand. Should students fail to find ap

prenticeship part-time employment at the end of their second year, 
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however, the plan is flexible enough to continue them on a full-

time basis at their studies for the third year. Conferences 

between school officials and industrial employers on effect 

of the Federal wage-hour law reveal that only a few employers 

will sign apprentice contracts but most of them indicate will

ingness to pay apprentices the minimum wages required under the 

law after they have finished two to three years of training in 

vocational classes. Through a coordinator, the student or apprentice 

is helped to obtain employment and make adjust~ents to jobs. 

Foremanship training was instituted under the State's. voca

tional education set-up only a few years ago, and has been en

larged in scope largely because of increased demands for this 

type of instruction from the employers themselves. The work is 

in the form of conferences between groups of foremen and the 

school's instructors, and are held in various industrial plants, 

mainly in Wilmington's metropolitan area. Not only of value to 

the foremen themselves have these conferences been, but they 

have been influential in interesting other workers in evening 

and trade extension courses. Practical psychology in the hand

ling of men, analysis of particular jobs, and methods of more 

effectively coordinating human and material elements for the 

basis of foremanship training. 

Vocational training for volunteer fire fighters has been 

in operation for several years, with practical assistance given 

through aides of the State Supervisor of Vocational Trades and 

Industries. Effective work is being accomplished along this 

line with full cooperation of the Delaware State Volunteer 

Firemen's Association, comprising forty-four companies in as 

many communities, who took the initiative several years since 

in requesting educational assistance. These fire fighting 
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organizations have a membership of approximately 5,000 men, 

and it is to the interests of their respective communities 

that they have personnels trained for effective operation. 

During the scholastic year 1933-1934 1 this phase of vocational 

estension work was inaugurated by selecting a group of the best 

qualified firemen from various sections of the State for enroll

ment in a teacher training course. This course covered job 

analysis, organization of subject matter, and methods of teach

ing. The following year, the first firefighting classes were 

organized in various communities by these trained conference 

leaders. That method of instruction is now followed in com-

munities where a sufficient number of volunteer firemen war

rants the organization of a class. The fire fighting course 

consists of forty-eight lessons spread over four years' work 

of twelve lessons annually. Equipment is furnished by the 

State firemen's organization for instructional purposes. In 

addition to those enrolled ln regular classes, the volunteers 

generally join in demonstration conferences, customarily held 

twice each year in each center. 

Police training is a comparatively recent development in 

the State's vocational education program, having been in operation 

only since the beginning of the 1937-1938 school term. This type 

of training is confined, at present, to two classes in the city 

of Wilmington, but it is hoped that means will be found soon 

to expand opportunities to the entire State. Procedure is 

similar to that for the firemen, with teacher training being 

given to a selected group of police officers. The Department of 

Public Safety conducts the evening classes open to candidates for 

appointments to the force. 
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Commercial office training, open to both boys and girls, 

is conducted in senior high schools throughout the State and 

in evening classes in Wilmington. Employers cooperate in 

placing high school commercial students in jobs on a part-time 

plan whereby a portion of the worker's time is spent on the 

job and the rest in class-room instruction. A coordinator 

assists in the adjustment of part-time students to their work 

and in the determination of the type of instruction best suited 

to individual needs. Federal financial aid is given only to 

schools for the part-time commercial classes and none for full-

time evening instruction. Business education courses, for white and 

Negro pupils, include stenography, typewriting, filing, shorthand, 

bookkeeping, office practice and management, business methods, and 

general clerical studies. 

The value of Delaware's vocational training program is at

tested by practical cooperation voluntarily offered school au

thorities by business and industrial executives. Latest develop

ment along this line is the plan of the Krebs Pigment and Color 

Corporation to aid its employees in preparing themselves for 

wider opportunities through further training at the Fletcher 

Brown School. The company purposes to bear the cost of Saturday 

morning classes in welding. This practice of aiding ambitious 

employees, although not general, has been followed with success 

in other parts of the country, and its application in Delaware 

by Krebs may serve, vocational educators believe, as a practical 

guide to other local concerns. 

To summarize the extent of vocational training in the trades 

and industries--only public school classes entitled to receive 

Federal cash for vocational instruction of less than college 

grade are included under the Delaware Plan. Such all-day, 
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evening, and part-time classes under the State Supervisor of 

Vocational Trades and Industries embrace instruction in the 

skilled trades, technical pursuits, merchandising vocations, 

and commercial office jobs. All of the State corrective in

stitutions and welfare agencies for the handicapped provide 

vocational training of some type, but such training is given 

independently of the Division of Vocational Education that 

governs similar programs in the public schools, although 

leadership instruction in Civilian Conservation Corps camps 

and some phases of the rehabilitation of physically handi

capped employables come within jurisdiction of the State 

Supervisor of Vocational Trades and Industries. This Super

visor cooperates also with the Division of Adult Education. 

Many private schools within the State meet the requirements of 

the Delaware Plan, but are not Federally aided. 
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Part II - Section 4 

Vocational Trades and Industries 

B--Methods and Materials of Training 

Practicability of Delaware's program for vocational 

training is rooted definitely in specific instructional methods 

and materials keyed constantly to the ever-shifting demands of 

a mechanized_society. Since advent of the twentieth century, 

the pace of mechanization has increased in ever-cuickening 

tempo, accelerated largely by the cataclysmic in:;pact of world-

330 

wide social and industrial revolution, by more frequent armed 

conflict between nations of major commercial importance, and the 

consequent dislocations of market channels. The State's educational 

leaders, therefore, charged with the task of preparing skilled 

artisans for economic efficienc~, are attuned in thought and 

practice to industrial trends, and the entire occupational train

ing program is correlated closely to the needs of industry no 

longer static. (R) (F) 

Based on the practical concept that the primary purpose of 

all training for trade and technical occupations is to equip 

present and prospective artisans for economic proficiency in their 

respective callings, Delaware's Plan for Vocational Education 

provides for flexible methods of instruction. This flexibility 

enables educators to shift instruction emphasis quickly to meet 

constantly changing demands of industry due to alterations in 
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methods of production or distribution. In short, Delaware's 

trade and industrial education is influenced wholly by the 

direction industry itself takes. Under this influence, the 

State's vocational classes maintain close cooperative contaEL 

with manufacturing and distributing establishments. (R) 

In light of the vast social and economic upheagals of the 

past two decades, drastically altering the long-established patterns 

of life, the State's Department of Public Instruction has been 

compelled to make radical adjustments in secon_g_ary school cur

ricula. Most far-reaching of these changes has been the Division 

of Vocational Education, created with acceptance, in 1917, of 

Federal financial benefits under the Smith-Hughes Act. Inaugur

ation of this division's work concretely reflected the altered needs 

and temper of the times. Hitherto, educational stress had been 

laid upon cultural subjects; training for specific wage-earning 

jobs had been virtually neglected in the secondary schools, save 

for comparatively feeble courses in bookkeeping and other 

"commercial" subjects. Under the stimuli of the Smith-Hughes and 

subsequent Federal legislation, definite trade training which 

stresses practical application of learning has developed steadily 

in importance. (R) 

Purpose, equipment, methods of instruction, and, in fact, 

the whole environment of the State's multiple occupational courses 

are all vital elements correlated for training the individual 

to be of practical value to a particular industry. Instruction 

is shaped primarily for the objective of transforming the student 

into an educated producer. With this goal always in the foreground, 

all trade and technical instructors seek to organize their courses 
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along lines which will most effectively develop skills and 

technique for vocational competency. The methods and materials 

used in Delaware's program of vocational instruction tend to: 

(1) conserve human effort; (2) conserve human resources; (3) 

save wear and tear on tools, machinery, and other equipment; 

(4) increase skill; (5) stimulate trade interest; (6) provide 

for increased opportunity for continuous employment; (7) increase 

trade knowledge; and (8) raise standards of living. (R) (F) 

Like the instruction in agriculture and home economics, the 

State's vocational training in all trade and technical classes 

lays particular stress upon shop and laboratory practice. In the 

three types of classes--part-time, day, and evening--students 

learn by doing. All tools, machinery, and other equipment used 

at instructional centers are kept up-to-date at all times and are 

counterparts of equipment used in the specific industrial field 

for which the potential workman is preparing or in which the 

cooperative part-times tudent, the apprentice, is engaged already. 

Only experts thoroughly familiar with the maintenance and opera

tion of such equipment serve as instructors in these trade and 

technical courses. Educational theorists have no place in Dela

ware's vocational training set-up; practical instruction--or more 

specifically, realistic training--is the keynote. (F) (G) (H) 

Expansion in the trade and technical program, although not 

as rapid or extensive as in the homemaking or farming vocations, 

has been accelerated considerably by the release of additional 

Federal funds through the George-Dean Act and the subsequent 

addition to Wilmington's public school system of the H. Fletcher 

Brown Vocational High School, in operation since the fall of 

1938. Until erection of this school--in reality, a complete 
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machine shop and laboratory--facilities for effectively 

training young men and young women for industrial and com

mercial jobs were limited largely to the inadequate equip

ment provided at the old Wilmington Trade School which was 

superseded by Brown. (H) (I) (J) 

The H. Fletcher Brown Vocational High School, Delaware's 

sole secondary school devoted exclusively to occupational 

training, serves as the training center for white students 

from all points in the State; Wilmington's Howard High School, 

primarily an academic institution, provides vocational courses 

for Negroes • . The ~750,000 Brown school, of which the equipment 

alone is valued at more than $150 ,000, contains twelve shops, 

a like number of classrooms, and seven special training rooms, 

in addition to a combination gymnasium and auditorium, a cafe

teria., and various service rooms. Dµring the school term, 

1938-1939, thorough training facilities were provided for 

twenty different vocations in evening classes; training was 

given in fourteen occupations in the full day and part-time 

schools. The school's equipment includes a carpentry shop, 

weldine shop, foundry, trowel trades shop, needle trades shop, 

food trades shop, beauty culture shop, mechanical and architec

tural drafting quarters, automotive repair shop, industrial 

chemistry laboratory, gas engine shop, printing plant, general 

metals shop, plumbing shop, electrical laboratory, and quarters 

for merchandising practice. (H) (J) 

Equipment at Howard High School makes possible occupational 

training for Negro young men and young women in diversified fields, 

although such educational opportunities do not cover as wide a 

range of choice as the program for white students. The same high 
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degree of thoroughness, however, characterizes instruction and 

maintenance of equipment in Negro and white centers, and for 

both races only thoroughly experienced vocational instructors 

are authorized to conduct training courses. Shops and laboratories 

at the Howara school provide expert training in auto mechanics, 

sheet metal working, electrical maintenance, beauty culture, 

tearoom and cafeteria operation, cookery, business practice, and 

in the building engineering trades, including painting, plumbing, 

woodworking, home mechanics, concrete working and masonry, and the 

care of grounds. (J) 

In these two schools--Brown and Howard--is carried the 

bulk of the State's distinctly vocational training for the trades 

and technical fields. Outside of Wilmington, Delaware's commercial 

and manufacturing hub, industrial arts training in the senior 

high schools is handicapped largely by absence of adequate equip

ment and the small number of enrollees for any particular trade 

course. Extent of vocational training in homemaking and farming 

far exceeds that for the trades and industries in lower Delaware, 

the larger part of which is farm land or wooded areas, with no 

settlement of much more than 6,000 inhabitants. The rural com

plexion of Delaware, outside of vwilmington, the sole municipality 

of metropolitan aspect, therefore is the determining factor of 

the particular kinds of vocational training feasible for the area. 

Important manufacturing enterprises do thrive in this rural area 

and in adjacent Maryland territory, but the demand for large numbers 

of skilled technicians to man posts in these establishments does 

not warrant industrial training centers of the size and scope that 

are supported by the public school system of Wilmington. (J) (S) 

Industrial arts courses of a limited nature are pursued, 
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however, in down-State senior high schools,with shop and labor-

atory practice in the elementals of a few occupations linked closely 

to farm and small town life of the Del-mar-va Peninsula. For Negroes, 

the high school division of the State College for Colored Students, 

at Dover, offers the most advanced training in industrial arts. But, 

in the main, non-Wilmington boys and girls ambitious for a complete 

preparatory training in a specific technical occupation must attend 

classes in Brown or Howard which are, in effect, State-wide training 

centers for the industrial trades. (I) ( J) 

Commercial courses, however, are well organized in all of Wil

mington's academic high schools and in the majority of public secon

dary schools in rural Delaware. These courses a.re of a practical 

vocational nature, with adequate equipment for training in typewriting, 

stenography, bookkeepin~, and other business practice subjects. (F) 

(I) ( J) 

Teacher training for vocational classes in trades and technical 

fields, unlike that for either agriculture or home economics, is not 

centerad at the University of Delaware and the State College for 

Colored Students. The duty of preparing such instructors comes with

in the province of the State Supervisor of Trade and Industrial Edu

cation, a post held ex-officio by Wilmington's City Supervisor of 

Trade and Industrial Education. His teacher training work is done 

principally with in-service instructors through group meetings of 

those from the staffs of evening, all-day, and part;time classes, 

and through individual conferences. (F) (I) (J) 

Prerequisites for appointment to the State supervisory post in 

industrial education are equally as rigid as those for similar posts 

in the other fields of occupational training. He must be trained 

thoroughly in the supervision and administration of trade 
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and industrial schools, and, having been graduated from an 

approved technical school, or its equivalent, he must have ac

quired specified trade, teaching, and supervisory experience as 

required under Delaware's Plan for Vocational Education. (F) 

The State Supervisor's educational background, in addition 

to graduation from an approved technical school, or its equiv

alent, must have included the following professional studies: 

(1) philosophy of vocational education; (2) supervision and 

administration of trade and industrial schools; (3) the com

pilation and utilization of occupation analyses for training 

trade teachers; (4) methods of training instructors of technical 

subjects, and (5) organization of the content of training courses. 

(F) 

The State Supervisor's pr~ctical background must have been 

acquired through actual experience, namely: {l) in teaching-

wherein he is required to have spent at least two years as an 

instructor of approved trade preparatory or trade extension classes; 

(2) in trade--wherein he must have completed at least three years' 

of practical working experience as a wage earner in a specific 

trade or in a technical industrial field, and (3) in supervisory 

post--wherein he must have acquired at least three years' exper

ience in a responsible superviBory or administrative capacity in 

the field of trade and industrial education of vocational grade. 

(F) 

Qualifications of any assistant or local supervisors who 

may be appointed to the staff are similar to those required for 

the State Su ervisor, save that no previous supervisory exper-

ience is necessary, and the requirement as to length of professional 
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background is modified to be shorter period of study. (F) 

Major responsibilities of the State Supervisor fall into 

three categories: Promotional, inspectional, and instructional. 

His promotional duties include: (1) the formation of all classes; 

(2) the arrangement of all specific classes as to study content 

and correlation of shop with classroom work; (3) the organization 

and approval of all courses of training; (4) the compilation of 

annual schedules of work; (5) the recommendation of all persons 

for certification as instructors in specific trade or technical 

fields; (6) the preparation of special studies, surveys, and inves

tigations deemed necessary to advance the progress of vocational 

programs, and (7) cooperation with manufacturing plants, merchan

dising establishments, labor organizations, and commercial assoc

iations further to correlate occupational training with the needs 

of industry. (F) 

The inspectional duties of the State Supervisor consist of: 

(1) approval after careful analysis of the right of all trade or 

industrial classes to receive Federal financial aid, in whole 

or in part, under provisions of t 1~e Smith-Hughes and subsequent 

legislation; (2l general supervision and inspection of all work 

being pursued in his department of the Stijte 1 s Division of Voca

tional Education; (3) individual conferences with all of his 

instructors, whether in the all-day) part-time, or evening classes; 

(4) maintenance of close contact with all classes conducted in 

manufacturing plants or elsewhere apart from those organized in 

the regular training centers of the State Board of Education. (F) 

( s) ( J) 

The instructional duties of the State Supervisor comprise: 
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(1) individual assistance to his technical instructors in the 

various fields for which training is offered through personal 

visits to classrooms, shops, laboratories, and other points; 

(2) visits to projects on which pupils are working, either at 

the schools or elsewhere; (3) individual aid to his instructors 

through correspondence, givin~ advice bJ means of personal 

letters and printed material pertinent to the trsining being 

conducted; (4) individual and group conferences with his corps 

of instructors, and (5) organization of special teacher training 

classes for in-service instructors and for conference leaders 

destined to assist in foremanship training. (F) (S) (J) 

Duties of any assistant or local supervisor on the trade 

and industrial education staff deal largely ~1th the professional 

improvement of teachers in service, in discovering and remedying 

points in which these teachers need help, and in establishing 

additional vocational classes, particularly for part-time cooper

ative and evening schools. Such aides to the State Supervisor 

serve, in short, as teacher trainers for the department. (F) 

(S) (J) 

In the teaching of trade and industrial subjects, on the 

secondary school level, Delaware has progressed steadily although 

more slowly than other areas more highly indust~ialized. The 

high standards set for the certification of instructors compare 

favorably, however, with any other State in the Federal Union. 

Vocational educators have been successful in maintaining a high 

degree of proficiency in the Delaware program by consistently 

keeping pace with the practical and progressive trends in occupa

tional training demanded by industry. (F) (I) 
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Qualifications governing training and appointment of 

instructors in the technical fields are determined, in large 

measure, by stipulations for Government assistance contained in 

the Smith-Hughes and subsequent Federal legislation and incorpor

ated in Delaware's Plan for Vocational Education. (F) (J) (I) 

For shop instructors, entrance requirements for the teacher 

training course include practical job experience of not less than 

three years in the specific occupation the aspirant purposes to 

teach and a top-notch r~ting as a skilled mechanic in such occu

pation. The length of the course for full-time teaching is much 

greater than for evening class instruction. The course of instruc

tion, organized on an itinerant short unit basis, comprises: (1) 

the choosing and classifying of subject matter in relation to the 

importance to a specific vocation; (2) meth::>ds of teaching, with 

stress on procedure as applied separately to full-time, part-time 

cooperative, and evenin6 classes, and (3) the principles, practices, 

and policies of vocational education. Supervised practice teaching 

is performed mainly in the instructor training classes, although 

prospective teachers observe teaching methods in the type of class 

for which they are preparing. (F) (J) (I) 

Graduation and appointment to the teaching staff as a shop 

instructor denend upon: (1) completion of the prescribed course 

of training; (2) a thorough analysis of one or more units of a 

specific trade with preparation of lesson plans illustrating how 

the methods of teaching are applied; (3) proof of not less than 

three years' practical experience of journeyman grade in the calling 

for which he has prepared to teach, and (4) evidence that the pros-
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pective teacher plans to apply himself assiduously to improve

ment while in the teaching service. Shop teachers' certificates 

are renewable yearly on evidence of professional advancement. 

(F) (J) (I) 

For related subjects teachers, entrance requirements for the 

teacher training course are the same as those for shop teachers, 

save that they must have not less than two years' experience on 

the job in the trade associated with their related subject matter; 

and the equivalent of two years in a technical school with proved 

ability to impart their knowledge is required before certification 

to teach. The course of instruction required is similar to that 

for the shop instructors. Supervised practice teaching and obser

vation likewise are prerequisites to appointments to teaching jobs. 

(F) (G) (H) (J) 

For part-time instructors,the teacher trainins course admission 

requirements are the same as for the shop and related subject 

instructors, except that such prospective teachers, in addition, 

must have completed an approved course in a college or technical 

school, or its equivalent, and nrust have had two years of successful 

teaching experience. (F) 

Training of conference leaders to promote foremanship training 
~ 

is undertaken as a branch of the State Supervisor's teacher training 

activities. From each of a number of diversified industries, one 

man is chosen to be trained as conference leader, then sent back to 

his industry to promote forman training conferences among ambitious 

workmen. (F) (J) (S) 

In cooperation with the Delaware State Volunteer F'iremen I s 

Association, the same method is employed in training conference 

.34 0 
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leaders to organize firemen's training classes among the member

ship of individual fire fighting units throughout the State. 

Police departments which care to cooperate may select members of 

the force for training in the methods and principles of teaching. 

The men thus trained are then utilized as instructors in the 

regular police work classes of their respective departments. (F) 

(J} (S) 

Teachers of commercial office practice subjects must be 

thoroughly grounded in the particular subjects they purpose to 

teach, must be graduates of approved commercial training schools, 

must have received instructor training with emphasis laid upon 

business subjects, and must have had practical experience in office 

practice. A coordinator is employed to assist in the adjustment 

of part-time students who divide their time between regular indus

trial jobs and the classroom. (J) (I) 

A large part of the State Supervisor's tine and that of his 

aides is devoted to the training of teachers in service. To receive 

special training of the department, the matriculants must be employed 

in some phase of the Division of Vocational Education's work, in 

full-day school or in part-time or evening classes. The course of 

study, organized along itinerant short unit lines, comprises: (1) 

instruction by the supervisor and specialists in the latest advances 

in industrial education; (2) appreciation and coordination of 

various local trends and needs in particular technical occupations, 

and (3) the most advanced methods of presenting subject matter 

after careful job analysis and lesson planning. Each student-teacher 

must give talks to the rest of the class on his own specific 
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instruction job. Each student-teacher, also, is given opportun

ities to observe teaching methods and to demonstrate his own 

particular methods of presenting his subject matter to a class. 

{F) (J) {I) 

To summarize Delaware's stringent requirements for instruc

tors and teacher trainers alike--great stress is placed upon prac

tical experience in both the trades as skilled journeymen and in 

the teaching of those technical vocations, as well as upon a broad 

professional education. (J) 

As much individual instruction as possible, with emphasis 

laid upon practical application of knowledge, forms the keystone 

in the methods of training used for each occupation in the curri-

cula of the State's vocational trade and industrial program. Students 

learn bydoing performing their training assignments in shops or 
) 

laboratories with modern equipment and under conditions which approx-

imate as closely as practicable the conditions which prevail in indus

try. Is it practical? That is the question which precedes the accep

tance or junking of any new method proposed for inclusion in the 

scheme of training young men and young women for niches in the highly 

specialized industrial world of wage-earners. (F) (H) (I) (J) 

Strict correlation of related subjects and industrial work 

is followed in the training scheme of the technical vocation instru~ 

tion, but very little, other than English and civics, of the academic 

studies are pursued. These correlated studies follow closely the 

business type of English, industrial civics, and history. {F) {J) 

( G) (H) 
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Of profound importance to Delaware's Division of Vocational 

Education in correlating its technical and trade courses to the 

needs of industry is the State Vocational Advisory Committee and 

its cooperating sub-divisions, the Trade Advisory Committees for 

each occupation represented in the trades and industries educational 

program. Conferences are held by this general committee and the 

various trade groups with the object of pooling advice and organ

izing the support of the various manufacturing plants and trade 

associations in the development of present training facilities or 

the inauguration of new cooperative training projects. (G) (H) 

( J) 

Each year the progress of the work being done in vocational 

trades and industries points the way to newer needs and possibili

ties toward which the program aspire. One of the most recent 

developments is the impetus given to vocational trainine in the 

merchandising occupations which, although under general guidance 

of the State Supervisor of Trades and Jndustries. ha s progressed 

to such an extent since further financial aid fro~ Washington 

under provisions of the George-Dean Act that it is operated as a 

separate vocational training unit. An analysis of this field 

forms the contents of the section iw.mediately following this treat

ment of trade and industrial education as avbole. (F) (J) 
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Voe tional Distributive Occupations 

Development of vocat!E~al training in the merchandising 

field although not as extensive or far-reaching in results as 

those highly specialized programs in the lon -eetablished trades, 

has exceeded expectations of Dele.wa.re 1s p oneers in occupational 

education. All courses concerned with the merchandising field 

deal exclusively with ractical methods of se1ling goods, directly 

or indirectly, to middleman or consumer; in all other phases of 

vocational trade and industrial educat on, the courses are concerned 

with developing skills and technique in the production of cods 

rather than for their distribution. (F) {G) 

Under the Smith-Hughes Act, passed by the Congress in 1917, 

the States and Territories were provided with Federal financial 

aid for. the promotion of vocational training of less than colle~e 

grade in agriculture, in home economics, in commerce, and in the 

trades and industries. Emphasis of this occupational training law 

was placed primarily, almost exclusively, upon the nroduction v ca• 

tio~ --the training of young men and young women in the manipula

tive skills necessary for economic proficiency in earning liveli

hoods through their services in the creative industries. (A) (B) 

With emphasis of the State's vocational program on the !2!.2,

duction training fields, training in the distributive field had 

been largely of an exper mental nature until passase by Congress 

of the George-Dean ActA on June a, 1936 1 when specially earmarked 
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Un tcd States funds nrovlded imnetus for extensive development of 

vocational training in the distributive occunations. The act set 

aside 1,200,000 in Federal funds to be apportioned amonc the 

several States and Territories for work in courses designed to train 

persons for livelihoods in vocat:ons connected w tn merchandisin~. 

Allotments for this type of education in classes of less than 

colle~e grade were designated for, seas salaries and traveling ex-

enses of educators, the maintenance of teacher training in merchan

disinr subjects, and the or~anization of clas~es or tratnin~ n 

.s~ecific lines of work involvin~ the sale of :oods. The appropri

ation to the State from these Federal funds must be matched by the 

State in the proportion that the total poryulation bears to the en

tire po ulation of the United States and its Territories. (Q) 

Aside from tr1e specific money set aside throu h the Geor£e-

ean Act f0r distributive occupat·0nal training, this legislation, 

supolementary in effect to the Smith-Hur,hes law, released several 

millions of dollars in Goverrunent funds to be increased periodi

cally for the further promotion of vocational training in general. 

This general fund, dependent upon matching appropriations by the 

States, aided materially n providin~ vital facilities for the 

hitherto handicapped development of the merchandising occupations. 

These facilities were provided by the H. Fletcher Brown Vocational 

High e hool, which superseded Wilmington's antiquated Trade Schoot. 

The prime factor in obtainin support for buil~ing of the Brown 

.schoo as nassage of the George-Dean Act. The Brown school admits 

only white students; for regroes, trainin~ in distributive occupa

tions is offere.,. n Wilmin,,.ton's Howard Hi h School.(Q.) 

All ohases of selling, direct and indirect, are covered in 

Delaware's program of trainin~ for the distribut_ve, or merchan

is·n~, occupat·ons, and encompass salesmanship, practical merchan• 
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dising, retail advert sing, sales promotion, show card writ ng, 

window trimmin, store display, and store organizat on. (G) 

(H) ( J) • 

Publ c training in vocational merchandising, a partially 

independent sub-division of the Division of Vocational Educa

tion's department of trades and industries, stems from the 

off ce, in Wilmington, of the Assistant State Supervisor of Dis

tributive Occupations and his aides to training units through

out the State. The chief of vocat onal work in distributive 

occupations is styled the Assistant State Supervisor, but he is, 

in effect if not by name, a full-fledged supervisor. He is 

styled the Assistant Supervisor because the vocational training 

division, distributive occupations, of which he is the head, 

lthou.gh virtually independent in respect to program organization, 

is a part oft e department under jurisdiction of the State 

Supervisor of Trade and Industrial Education. Like the State 

Supervisor who, .!£_so jure, is the individual who holds the post 

of City Supervisor of T~ade and Industrial Education for Wilmington, 

the Assistant Supervisor for the State's program of distributive 

occupations 1 kewise is the city's executive head for merchandising 

education. These officers of Wilmington's Board of Public Edu

cation serve in these dual capacities because the overwhelming 

percentage of the State's training is centered logically within 

the metropolitan area of Wilmington, hub of the State's merchan

dis ng activities, both retail and who esale. {H) {J) 

Instruction in the field of distributive occupations is 

organized along lines for three distinct kinds of classes, namely: 
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(1) all-day classes for hi'¥). school students and post-grad-

uates; (2) part-t me day classes on a cooperative basis where

by the employed person spends portions of his time with his 

employer and the school, and (3) evening classes composed of 

general groups nterested n the same type problems m- h ~hly 

specialized groups interested in specific problems. (G) (H) 

( J) 

The keynote of all instruction given in merchandising 

problems under the Delaware Plan for Vocational Education, a 

printed guide on policies revised every five years, is prac

ticability of anplication. With this keynote in view at 

all times, the scope of trainin~ encompasses, according to the 

type of class and degree of cooperation between school and 

merchant; (1) classroom instruction and exercises; (2) coop

erative application of traininf n the mercantile establishment 

wherein the student is employed, and (3) 11 shop 11 work in the 

school, where the student solves merchandising problems under 

co~ditions that might prevail in the business for which he is 

training or in which he is engaged already. (F) (G)(H) (J). 

Educators in the distributive occupations field are 

imbued with the practical idealism, similar to the convictions 

held by the training staffs in all other vocational units of 

instruction, that merchandising is a public service as well as 

a way of earning a livel hood. To this end, courses are or:an

ized in such a manner that their coordination will develop 

abilities in individuals in order that they may: (1) become 

established firmly in a partic lar line of merchandising; (2) 
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understand thoroughly the nature of the products the~ purpose 

to handle for distribution; (3) manage effectively all trans

actions leading to profitable transfer of goods; (4) direct 

with efficiency a unit of business concerned with putting goods , 

into the hands of consumers; (5) maintain store stock and furnish

ings in such a manner that will promote the best interests of 

both the business and the buying p blic; (6) organize a business 

for the highest degree of productiveness; (7) adjust themselves 

readily to changing trends that may affect merchandising, and (8) 

exercise initiative and recognize and follow leadership. (F) (A) 

(B)(G) (H) (J) 

Although classes in distributive occupations are not as 

numerous in the State's secondary schools as those for either 

vocational agriculture or homemaking, the number of schools fos

terin this type of connaerclal education have increased gre tly 

since financ : al means were made available under the George-Dean 

Act. While the reater percentage of work in the merchandising 

field is centered in Wilmington, schools not only in rural New 

Castle County but in the two lower counties of the State now 

conduct distributive trades co, rses. Emphasis, out~j;ie of Wilming

ton, is placed upon part-time and eveninr• school programs. During 

the 1938-1939 school term, 742 persons were enrolled in all classes. 

In addition to the all-day classes conducted at the H. Fletcher 

Brown Vocational High School and at Howard High School, twenty-four 

part-time and evening groups completed courses in centers throughout 

the State. A total of 595 persons were enrolled in evening and 

part-time classes . The 1938-1939 term was marked by such an up

surge in interest in distributive trades training tbat expansion 

in this field has necessitated or6anization of additional teacher 
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training programs to supply instructors for courses which in

clude general merchandising, grocery merchandising and sales 

promotion, meat merchandising and meat cutting, department store 

work, electric refrigeration salesmanship, wholesale hardware 

principles, life insurance writing, and for persons preparing 

for or engaged in v· ork dealing with women's-ready-to-wear stores, 

novelty shops, r.eneral stores, laundry routes, :mitress service, 

and salesmanaging. ( G) (H) ( J) 

Preparation of instructors for Delaware's distributive 

trade classes falls within the province of the Assistant State 

Supervisor of Distributive Occupations. He and his teacher train

ing aides conduct intensive courses embodying: (1) selection and 

classification of subject matter; (2) methods of teaching, in

cluding the mastery of the conference method, end (3) practices 

and policies of vocational education, with particular stress on 

those revolving about training for the merchandising occupations. 

Practical experience in merchandising jobs for prospective in

structors is stressed particularly in considering applicants for 

grants of certificates. The State has maintained consistently 

high standards for the professional and practical background re-
teachers and 

quired of its supervisors,;ieacher trainers, and from this course 

it has not deviated in formulating a program for merchandising, 

although the work in this field still is largely (1940) in the 

experimental stage. (F) (G) (H) ,(J). 

Re u1rements that must be satisfied before appointment to 

the supervisory post in distributive education are as rigid as 

those for the State Supervisor of Trade and Industrial Education, 
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save that no previous super risor-y ex_perlence is necessary, 9.n 

t ere uirement as to length of professional background is mod-

1.fiea to a shorter period of study. Althour:-h the chief of the 

merchandising section of vocat onal tr·aining is de -; s:nated as 

Assistant, his responsibilities com~are in scope to those of 

his titular chief, and, therefore, be must be trained thorour,hly 

in the administration ·and supervision of trade and industrial 

schools. He must have received his education at an approved 

technical school, or its equivalent, and he must have acquired 

trade and teachin~ experience. (F) (G) (H) (J) 

The required educational back ·round ~f the #S~~~~ant 

Supervisor, in addition to training at an approved technical school, 

or its equivalent, must have included the following professional 

studies: (1) the philosophy of vocational education; (2) the 

supervision and administration of trade and industrial schools; 

(3) occupational analyses for trade and industrial schoo] work, n

cluding compilation snd utilization; (4) the methods of training 

instructors for trade and technical subjects, and (5) the orsan

izatlon cf the content of training courses. (F) (H) (J). 

The required practical background of the Assistant Su.J2...E:£.:_ 

visor must have been acquired through actual experience, nrunely: 

(1) in teaching--v:herein he must have completed at least two 

years of successful work as an instr· ctor of approved trade pre

paratory or trade extension classes which meet the standards of 

the Delaware Plan for Vocational Education; and (2) in trade-

v·here n he must have had at least three year::3 of practical exper

ience as a wage earner in a trade or industrial occupation of the 

kind he is expected to sunerrise. Although the aspirant for the 
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Assistant Supervisor's post must have had at least to years 

of w r 1";: in an approved college or technical school, or the 

equivalent, be is not required, as in the case of the State Sup

ervisor, to have had experience in any supervisory or admin:i.s

trati ve post. (F) (H) (J) 

The orinci12§-l d: t es of the Assistant Supervisor of ~is-

tr butive Occupations fall into three cate ories: Promotional, 

inspe tonal, and instructional. His nromotional rennonsibilities 

com r·se: (1) the plann nry of courses of st dy in the distribu

tive field; (2) the organization of all classes in the various 

d visions of :merchandising ed,cation; (3) the selection of all 

te--chers on the job for special trainin , ; (4) the arrangement of 

study programs for 00th occupational and teacher training classes 

in the merchandisinc,- f eld; (5) the prepa1 .. at :i.on of surveys, studies, 

and investigations considered vital for advancin"' the ror rnrc. of 

education in the distributive occupational field; (6) the comuil

ation of yearly schedules of work, s.nd (7) cooperat on with mercan

tile establishments, labor cr~anizations, and civ·c associat ons to 

correlate further tbe work of his department with the need of 

business. (F) (H) ( J) 

The inspectional respon~ib lities oft e Ass stant Svpervisor 

comprise: (1) assisting the State Supervisor in general supervision 

and inspect on of the work of teachers and students in the distri~

utive trades classes; (2) conduct ng of individual and group con

ferences viii. th all teachers in his depart ent, v.ihetb er in the all

day, part-time, or evening classes; (3) discoverinu -those noints 

on which his teachers need assistance, and (4) mamtenance of 

close contact with classes throughout the State, whether conducted 

in publ c educational ce ters or in mercantile establishments. ( F) (H) ( ,T) 
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The instruct onal res_.2ns bilities oft e Ass·stant Super-

v sor consist of: (1) or£anization of special in-service 

teacher training classes; (2) specific aid to teachers in train

ing their students for particular n~ches in the merchandising 

field; (3) vis ts to classes in order to devise rr.eans for im

provin instruction; (4) individual assistance to his teachers 

throuGh correspondence, civin0 advice by Means of personal letters 

or printed instructions designed to promote improvement in 

specific training, and (5) profe~s cnal jmprovement of his teachers 

thro r.h rrroup conference"'• (F) (G) (H) (J) 

Of aramount importance ·· n the training of merchandising 

instr.uctors is this department's intensive course designeu to pro

vide adequately prepared conference l~aders. The plan underlying 

the trainir.~ of confP-~ence le ders envisaees placement of these 

ecially trained 1orkers in educational guidance posts in their 

own mercantile establishments where they will be inchar e of 

worker-students. In charce of this leaders' corps is the State 

Conference Leader who is responsible for general supervision and 

vhose particular duty it is to give individual assistance to 

conference ~roups. All conference leaders (1940), in addit on to 

havine received thoro,ryh instruction in teachin~ methods for their 

particular occupations, bad at least four years' practice.l experi

ence in store work. The teacher training course for conference 

leaders ncludes instruction in methods of conducting groun con

ferences of worker-students, job analyses, methods of teach ng mer

chandising subjects under the cooperative )art-time plan, and the 

effective organ:iz ation of subject matter. The State Conference 

Leader is directly responsible to the Assistant Supervisor of Dis-
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tributive Occupat ons for the efficient functioning of these 

store conference groups, and acts as the liaison officer bet~een 

the cooperating employers and the public schools' voca.tional 

officials. (G) (J) (r)(T) {U).(H). 

Teacher trainin~ methods in the distributive trades depart

ment, li~e those for all other divisions of vocational education 

under the Del~warr lan, subordinate theorLto practic~ Practice 

teaching is done "on the job" and wider supervis· on of the teacher 

trainers. All teacher trainers, whether in the all-day, the 

eveninr, or the cooperative part-time cla ses, are persons trained 

thoroughly for their particular jobs throu h both schooling and 

practical ex erience. Rigid requirements of the Division of Voca

tional Education as to background and n-serv ce improvement are 

met by all teacher tr ners in the distributive occupations depart

ment. Particular emphasis s placed unon nract cal exnerie ce n 

both merchandising and teachin~, as well as upon professional neda

and technical educa t.ion in the s election of teacher trainers. 

As the Assistant State Super1isor of Distributive Occuna ons 

serves as the deplrtment's chief teacher trainer, the qualifications 

of his aides are much the same. (F) {G) (H) (J) 

The 

instructor~ in the merchandisin field are determined, in lare:;e 

part, by stipulations for Federal aid set forth in the Geor,e-Dean 

Act and its predecessor, the Smith-H hes Vocational Ed'lcation Act, 

which are the bases of ..... elaware's Plan for Voce.tional Ed• cation. 

( ) (A) (B) (G) {H) (J). 

In addit on to conference leaders who conduct coonerat ve art

time clas~ n mercantile estab sb.ments, mercbandis nc nstructors 
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conduct courses n all-day and evenin cla.sses in centers re 

larly o erated b the city or State boards of public instr lction. 

ALI evening school nstructors are re ired to have had at least 

six years of trade experience and at least twenty hours of or r.-a1-

ized instri~ tion in: (1) job analysis; (2) or~anizat on o~ s b

ject matter; (3) methods of teachin~ evening school work. In

structors in the all-day classes, none of the teachers (1.940) has 

less than six years' trade ex erience and two years of college 

train·nr.- in a ddition to six years of teachinry exnerience. In

service trainin · dur ng each year of staff work is required· of all 

instructors, no matte what type of instru tion they may give 

under the Assistant Supervisor of Distributive Occupat ons or his 

aides. (F) (G) (H) (J). 

In-ser ice training of merchandising instr ..£_t~ consti

tut s a larce part of the time of the Assistant Su ervisor of 

Distr~butive 0cc uations and his aides. The co1rses of study, 

organized alona the t nerant short unit line, comprise: (1) in-

tr wt on by the s er~·isor and specialists in the most p-to

the-minute metbods in merchandis ncr trainincr; (2) coord nation of 

var·ous local nd sectional tre ds and needs n narticular mercan

t-ile f elds; (3) the latest most practicable ways of presenting 

subject matter to the student after careful j b analyses and plan

ning of lessons. Talks to the rest of the class on a specific 

subject connected w th merchandising are required of all student

teachers. (F) (G) (H) (J). 

Methods of training students for effective work ind strib

utive occupations are rooted primarily in the tested procedure that 

the best 'results are obtained thro,#h individual inst~ ction, with 

stress placed pon cal aunlication of knowledge. St·dents ----
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are required o learn b doing, carrying out their training 

assignments., as far as practicable., "on the job 11 • In short., 

practical applicat on s persedes theoretical instruction--the 

piocedure followed in all State classes of a vocational nature. 

(B) (F) (G) (H) (J). 

Coooeration of mercant le houses and associations of public

spirited business men and romen has been of inestimable service 

to theschool author t es in promoting the practical contribut ons 

of merchandisin0 education to commercial pro ress. Encouracing 

support has been forthcoming (1940) from local chambers of 

co:rnn:erce., civic assoc at ons., luncheon service clubs., and individual 

merchants who have cooperated through vocational training officials 

and conference leaders in the organization of classes in educa

tional centers and in stores. (T) (U) (G) (H) (J). 

The possibilities of vocational training for improvement af 

bus ness are being impressed steadily each year upon the minds of 

business eaders whose personnel records in comparison with balance 

sheets disclose indisputable facts that employees who have been 

roperly trained for their jobs have exceeded by far :those workers .. 
not so trained in the amount of business attracted and the effic

iency of the r work. (T) (U) (G) (H) (J). 

An unlimited opportunity for retraining is contained in the 

pro ram followed by educators in the merchandisin~ field. This re

trainin~ makes ;t possible for nersons who have had reta·1 selling 

experience to transfer into other fields. A concrete examole of 

the effectiveness of this type of re-education is found in the records 

of the Division of Vocational Education, A group of twenty young 

women who were insufficiently trained for reta 1 store work in the 
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capacity of salesgirls on the floor were placed as waitresses 

after being retrained. (G) (.d) (J). 

Progress of education in the merch~ndising field has been 

accelerated since the release of funds through operation of the 

George-Dean law. Until then, work in this branch of trades and 

industrial training was handicapped, and lagged far behind vocational 

ed cation in other fields. Concrete efforts to interest mercantile 

leaders ln the or anization of distributive trade classes began 

during the school term of 1935-1936, when a ''Shoppers' Bureau" was 

instituted by the Wilmington vocational education officials in 

cooperation with the Mercantile Section of the Cham.be:..-- of Commerce 

and the Works Progress Administration, now designated as the Vork 

Projects Administration. Part-time classes had been held in a few 

stores where salespeople met once a week for discussions of their 

problea1s, but ins ti tut ion of the 11 Shoppers' Bureau" gave imoetus 

to serious development of merchandising education. Trained shoppers 

were employed by the merchants and used in checking the sales and 

service efforts of their salesperaons. These reports brought forth 

requests for conferences on means to organize merchandising classes. 

(T) (U) 

In correlating its merchandising courses to the needs of the 

retail mercantile field, the distributive trades department of the 

~ivision of Vocational Education has been aided materially not only 

by the chambers of com.inerce and other business groups but through 

the timely counsel of the State Vocational Advisory Com.~ittee. (G) 

(H) ( J) • 

Durin°· the school term of 1937-1938, a survey, conducted through 

a nroup of National Youth Administration enrollees who were juniors 
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at the University of Delaware., was comnleted to determine how tl1e 

work of retail salespeople could be imoroved. This survey has 

been used as the basis for much of the store training work s·nce 

p rsued n t':1e trainine progr 

officials. (G) (H) (J). 

of Delaware's vocational eduction 

Durin · the school term of 1937-1938., a survey., conducted 

tb.ro1 1.'.:;11 a groun of National Youth Administration enrollees who were 

juniors at the University of Delaware, was completed to deter·mine 

h0w the work of retail salespeople could be im~roved. This survey 

has been used as t•10 basis for much of the store trainin- v,rork since 

pursued in t_e training rogram of Delaware's vocational ed 1 cation 

officials. ( G) (B) ( J). 

Opoortunities for emplo]~1en.i._ in tl~ sellin field in con

parison for placements in other lines of work, have been found through 

exhaustive lnvestications to exceed those for most other occupations. 

It has been found further that most persons dislike direct sellinr, 

work because of the heavy resistance, but that a large percenta:e 

·1· 1 s cceed n the work d th nroper traininu. Opportunities still 

exceed the supply of trained workers in the merchandising field 

des ite the growin demand for skilled technicians accelerated by the 

ssage (1940) of Federal legislation ste n ng up industries directly 

or closely allied to the needs of national defense. (3) (H) (J). 
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Part II - Section 6 

Vocational Rehabilitation 

Only since the spring of 1939 has Delaware been com

mitted to a full program of occupational training--or retrain

ing--for its physically handicapped citizens unable to earn 

livelihoods through their customary vocations. When, in April 

of that year, the State's legislature accepted provisions of 

the Federal Government for financial aid in promoting public 

rehabilitation classes, Delaware launched such a humanitarian 

program, which many of its sister States had instituted nearly 

twenty years earlier. It was in 1920 that the Consress enac

ted a statute, supplementary to the Smith-Hughes Vocational 

Education Act of 1917, whereby disabled civilians were given the 

opportunity of becoming economically useful members of society, 

but Delaware, first in many other progressive activities, was 

the last State in the Union to cooperate with Washington in 

rehabilitation of the handicapped. (V., W.) 

Although Delaware's educational neglect of the physically 

handicapped received legislative correction little more than a 

year ago, the achievements to date (August 1940) of the Bureau 

of Vocational Rehabilitation have gone beyond the expectations 

of its administrator, with comparative statistics revealing that 

rapid progress is placing Delaware toward the forefront of States 

in the number of 11 graduates 11 successfully readjusted and placed. 
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Delaware's vocational rehabilitation law was approved by 

the General Assembly in April 1939, and became effective 

the following July 1 1 although actual operation did not 

commence until August l after selection of administrative 

personnel, approval of a State-wide plan of training, and 

the opening of the bureau's central office in Wilmington's 

Delaware Trust Building. (J., w.) 
Incorporated into Delaware's Plan for Vocational 

Education, which undergoes revision every five years, the 

department for training of disabled civilians is under direc

tion of the State Supervisor of Vocational Rehabilitation 

responsible, as are the supervisors of agricultural, home

malcing, merchandising, and trade and industrial education, 

to the State Director for Vocational Education. Although 

the bureau is under control of the State Board for Vocational 

Education, this particular unit of the Department of Public 

Instruction's Division of Vocational Education works in 

close cooperation with the State's Industrial Accident Board 

and informally with all other agencies concerned with the 

peculiar problems of the Physically handicapped. The mentally 

handicapped do not come within the jurisdiction of these 

vocational rehabilitation officials. ~uch persons receive 

assistance through other State and local agencies. (V., w., X.) 

· In reference to specific help for the handicapped, 

Delaware's Plan for Vocational Education states that "It is 

the purpose of vocational rehabilitation to render physically 

handicapped persons fit to engage in occupations which will 

make them self-supportin~, thereby creating happiness and 
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contentment among those individuals and families affected. 

It is definitely part of our education program, in conjunc

tion with grammar schools, vocational schools, colleges, and 

universities. Delaware is a part of the national program 

instituted in 1920, offering special training to physically 

handicapped persons, so that they may take their proper 

place in the community and fulfill their duties of citizen

ship with others." (V., W., x., Y., A2) 

The Delaware law provides educational opportunities for 

the handicapped regardless of sex or race and for both child

ren and adults. Such special aid is offered in academic as 

well aa vocational classes. The law requires reporting to 

the school authori t5.es of all handicapped children in each 

district on or before the fifteenth day of October of each 

year, and orders the State Board of Education to maintain 

classes with special facilities wherever possible to supply 

the needs of all children physically handicapped. Instruction 

for such children, however, is concerned with academic sub

jects, in the main, and comes within the province of the 

Division of Special Education and Hygiene rather than the 

Division of Vocational Education. (v., w., Y., z.) 

In strict conformity to the cooperative Federal-State 

plan, financing of the rehabilitation program is shared 

equally by Delaware and the Washington "'Overnment, with the 

total annual funds for the work now· s t at 10,000. The 
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Supervisor employs his office staff help, but no special 

teachers are employed by the bureau; existing agencies 

qualified to give special training are used for the rehabil

itation work. (V., w., Y., Z) 

Services of the rehabilitation bureau are open free 

of charge to all physically handicapped persons who present 

reasonable prospects of becoming employable after proper 

training and treatment of physical defects. Applicants for 

aid may be totally or partially disabled, but the disabilities 

must be of such nature that they hamper seriously the abil

ities of individuals in earning their livelihoods through 

occupations for whi.ch they had prepared themselves by educa

tion and subsequent experience. Disabilities may be con

genital or they may have been caused by accident or disease. 

All applicants for special vocational training must be at 

least sixteen years of age. Persons who apply for this 

special assistance must have incurre'--4 their disabilities v.hile 

residents of Delaware. (V., W., Y., Z) 

When, in 1920, The Federal Congress passed rehabili

tation legislation supplementary to the then three-years-old 

Smith-nughes Vocational Act, it incorporated into the law 

stringent regulations governing conditions under which the 

individual States and Territories would be granted financial 

assistance for training of the physically handicapped. To 

receive such Federal funds, the Stete must adhere closely to 

the law's stipulations regardinb the earmarking and use of 

funds for rehabilitation work, the creation and administration 

of a vocational rehabilitation bureau, and the types of 
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instruction and other services given rehabilitation enrollees, 

whose admission to courses of training must be determined by 

rules not at variance with the Federal stipulations. (V., "~., 

Y., Z., X) 

Prerequisites for State participation in the Federal 

program follow closely those of the original Smith-Hughes 

Act, namely: (1) each State must accept by legislative 

act the provisions of the rehabilitation :law; (2) it must 

set up its ovm State-wide administrative agency to oversee 

the work of the instructors and keep close contact with 

students, and (3) it must give authority to the State Board 

for Vocational Education to draft a plan which meets with the 

approval of the ~ed ral Office of Education of_icials charged 

with promotion of special vocational training for the handi

capped. House oill 46, enacted into law by the 1939 le~is

lature, at ~over, covered these points, and the ~ivision of 

Vocational Education's program for the trainin0 of disabled 

civilians was approved by the Federal authorities and 

incorporated in Delaware's Plan for Vocational Education. (V., 

W., X) 

Provisions of the F'ederal rehabilitation law, the Smith

Bankhead Act, are stringent, but offer a wide lat:tute on or6an

lzation plans because cf v~rying local conditions. The 'ederal 

le islatlon recognizes that a general plan for the entire 

i~ation would be imp:r·acticc.l and that, therefore, each State 

should devise its o,m specific plan to cover its particular 

needs. State plans n1ay be altered ...,y mutual consent of the 
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State and Federal off'icials should changing local situations 

warrant. {V., i~., X, Z) 

Financin0 of Delaware's program, like those of other 

States, is shared equally ~Y the national and State 0 overn

ments. Although the General Assembly has not provided State 

funds, thus far, (August 1940) to carry on 1·ehabilitation 

work, the legislative act of 1939 creating Delaware's voca

tional rehabil tation bureau authorizes the State Board for 

·ocational Education to receive financial donations uncondi

tionally offered to maintain this branch o.f educational ef'fo1 t. 

The Federal lav: stipula.ter, , however., that such financial con

tributions must not be accepted on behalf of a particular 

individual but must come f1·om private at;encies. 

X., Y) 

{.::-., v., " . . ., 

Funds earmarked fol' vocational rehabilitation must be 

used only for the specific purposes enumerated in the Federal 

act. This money may be expended to defray a~.ministrative 

ex.oenses, includin0 salaries of the staff., the purchase of 

office supplies, rental of off lee, travel, cornmu..."'lica tion {pos

tage, telephone., telegraph., or messengers ~vices), for pub

licity, for the expenses of' research, and for obtaining reference 

materials. {Vi.) 

Such funds may be used also for legitimate expenses 

directly connected with the trainin0 of handicapped students. 

Necessary expenses in this connection cover the purchase of 

supplies essential to the training courses and the tuition of 

students. Access to the funds is authorize1 fo~ the ourchase 

er bo ~ily a9pliances vi tc.l for· the well-being of the students. 
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Such appliances for the handicapped includes such devices 

as braces and artificial limbs when they cannot be obtained 

through other ~ublic or private agencies. It is legal, too, 

to use such money to defray the cost of transnortation of the 

bureau's clients to the nearest point where they can receive 

instruction. The only other purpose for which money from these 

funds may be employed is for the medical examinations required 

for the proper handlin of cases. (V., W.) 

The Federal law expr•essly forbids the use of these reha~iJ

itation funds for buyin7, leasing, or the maintenance of land, 

buildings, or administrative equipment; for medical treatment or 

for surgical services or for the care of students in hospttals 

or clinics; for the students' livin_ expenses, or for the basis 

of capital stock to establish any of the students in business. 

(v.,w.) 

Individualized ·service is the keynote of all instruction 

and other assistance iven physically handicapped persons through 

Delaware's vocational rehabilitation bureau. The supervisor, 

or any aide he may assign as his agent, must keep constantly in 

touch with his client from the tirre the handicapped student 

matriculates in a vocational class, through the period of adjust

ment and traininG to placement in a wage-earning job. Even when 

his client has been paced successfully in private employment, 

the su~ervisor must continue to follow his case and be ready at 

all times to offer counsel and sive such other oractical assis

tance that will uide the graduate through the diffic lt period 

o~ readjustment in a pursuit different from his former mode of 

life. (v., w., X) 



~107 ... Education in Dela are 
Vocatloral Training 

Under no circumstances are handicapped students se6re6ated 

from the physic all r f'i t ir.. an:,r of the pu'olic school claf .. ec under 

the Division of Vocational Education. Separai,e schools, of cour.se, 

&re operate--. ..,y the tate for hegroes and white st'...1-dor:t~. -ut, far 

nsychclogj_cal as well ac fo'.!.· _ und-conservin r reasons, physically 

handicapped per...;on<" rece:ive their instru.ction in the regularly 

established State cen:: .'s 101· vocational trainin'"". 1 o special 

teachers are e.."'llployed b"' the rehabilitation bureau; its clients 

receive instruction under the men and women re'"'Ularly 2.ssig1ed to 

the teachin stai·fs 01 the Jtate I s vocational schools. ...,ay 

classes, part-time instr~~~ion, and evening vocational training 

are available for the hanulcapped on ar nea~ a oasis of equality 

with other students aR 1ossible. (n., Y) 

The Delaware StBte- Plan fo1· Vocational 'Zducation states that 

"In the operat::.on of the pro ram, it v:ill 
~e the polic~ o~ the State ocrd to provide a 
rehabilitation ser7ice :'or individuals from all 
,..ro ms of the physically handicapped; to r.ieintain 
a reasonable distr•ioution of cases with regrad 
to age, race, sex, education, and ori[in and 
nature o~ ~i aD~lity; and to ~ai~tain a re2sonDble 
geographical distribution oi cases throughout the 
State." (A2) 

The ~ureau of Vocational Rehabilitation, organized as a 

definite part of the Division of locational Ed.ucatlon, assumes t''le 

attitude that the traininv or retraining of the handicapped is a 

soclal, economic, and educational activity in the same sense as 

are education through the customar·y public school system, public 

health, and other activities vmich have the public welfare at 

heart. The work of this rehabilitation service is by no means a 
emphasized, 

charity, it is/but is as le itim2te a part of the public educational 

syste~ as the city or district elerr.~ntary or hi~;h school. (A2) 
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G.,nalifications epecified by law 1or Delaware's State 

Supervisor of Vocational Rehabilitation and his aides ar0 

similar, in general, to those required for the ruuervisine 

heads en~ assistants of the other bureaus of vocational 

training. 'I'heir educational and practical background in re

gard to trade, teachin, supervisory, and professional work 

a~e set at the same high standards as those required for 

the State's vocational supervisors and assistants in agricul

ture, home econo~ics, merchandisinL, and trades and industries. 

The personalities of the su,ervisor and his aides are of 

prime importance, . ecause all agents who deal with tr1e handi

capped must be able to instill confidence and cet cooperation 

both fron: the disabled r)ersons with ,,hom they come in con-

tact and the prospective employers of these persons who 

are the clients of the vocational bureau. Tact, wisdom, patience, 

and tenacity are prerequisites to success. But, while a 

sympathetic aporoach to the problems of the disabled :s necess

ary, the agents must assv..m.e, at no time, maudlin attitudes 

toward their handicapped students, fo2· obvious psycholoe;ical 

reasons. (v., ,.) 

The rehabilitation supervisor must have had thorough 

educ~tional groundin~ in the theories of sociology, psycholog~, 

vocational uidance, and methods of research. Practical exper

ennce in vocational uuidance, trainin 0 , and placement of the 
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physically handicapped mu~t have supplemented his class

room education; he must have been in actual contact, on the 

job, with disabled persons and must have had first-hand con

tact of a Jractical nature with industrial practices in the 

section of the countr7 where he is assigned to labor for 

the State• (V., W) 

Duties of' the ::state Sui.1ervisor of Voe ational 

Rehabilitation are manifolQ. These responsibilities, like 

those of the supervisory chiefs for other State vocational 

bureaus, are divided into three categories: Promotional, 

inspectional, and instructional. Alar e portion of the 

rehabilitation chief's time is devoted to promotional work, 

including: Organ:zation of classes; pl~cing of the students 

under instructors particularly fitted to give those kinds 

of train::.ng, in v:hole or in pa.rt, specifically needed in 

individual ca~es; preparation and approval of individual pro

grams of training; preparation of State reports on rehabili

tation education, studies, surveys, and investigations, and 

establishment and maintenance of contacts with industrial 

leaders to acquaint them with the work and possibilities of 

the rehabil-· tation program. (V., 'V., X., Y.) 

The rehab.:.litat::.on supervisor r-ust keep in more 

intim·tc touch vith t~e students under his department than 

must the heads of the other branches of the tate's vocational 

education set-up. The very nature of his ,. ork makes this 
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continuously close contact between the supervisor and 

his clients imperative to assure success. Maintenance of 

these individual contacts is the rehabilitation chief's main 

inspectional responsibility . (V., w., x., Y.) 

The supervisor's instructional duties are linked 

closel~ to his inspectional responsibilities. But, unlike 

the supervisors for agriculture, merchandising, homemaking, 

and trades and industries, the Supervisor of Vocational 

Rehabilitation is not directly responsible for the improve

ment of teache1, in service or for instructor training. His 

instructional duties are concerned, in the main, ~~th the 

disabled persons he places for instruction under teachers 

accountable to the sunervisory heads of the other vocational 

units. (V., w., x., Y., z.) 
In view of the hi~hly personalized functions of 

the rehabilitation bureau, the sunervisor must be prepared 

to conduct a complete survey of the underlyin facts of each 

individual case, then ma~e provisions for whatever physical 

rEpair and vocational training is necessary for each of 

his clients, sive individual aid in selection of jobs and 

placement, and finally, '"eep contact with the graduates to 

make sure that adjustments to the jobs are complete . In 

his dealin0 s with both client and potential emoloyer, 

the supervisor must exercise tact and understanding. In 

short, he must be thorou~hly capable of coping with the natural 

sensitiveness of the handicapped student and the peculiar atti

tudes held by many of these disabled persons. 11b.e supervisor's 
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knowledge must include complete data concernin all types 

of jobs available, in his area of operation, to handicapped 

persons. tie must be conversant with the compensation laws of 

Delaware, and must be capable of assistin~ his clients to 

arrange their financial affairs, includin...., personal budgets, 

durin5 their entire period of vocational training and adjustment. 

(V., W., X., Y., z.) 

The supervisor's information about the technical and 

personal requirements of each job must be of such an extent 

that he will be able, within reason, to place the right 

person in the position for which he is best fitted. Of prime 

importance, too, is the responsibility of the rehabiJitation 

chief to protect his clients at all times against the possi

bility of some employers attempting to exploit workmen because 

of their physical handicaps. It is the duty of the super-

visor to impress his clients with the fact that they must receive 

adequate financial recompense for work given, and that they 

must, under no circumstances, consider that their pay consti

tutes charity hand-outs for which they are required to merely 

o throu~h the motions of performing their jobs. (v., w., 
X., Y.·, z.) 

A minutely personalized survey of each individual by 

the supervisor, or his aides, must be conducted to provide a 

clear p-1..cture of the individual's interests, abilities, and 

371 
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limitations, upon which to base a practical process of res

toration to economic proficiency. This examination must 

determine the client 1 s p 1ysic-l, mental , and psychological 

status, takir---b into account: (1) the extent of physical 

disability and the degree to which correction is possible; (2) 

the extent of his formal education; (3) the advance of his 

educational level since leavin0 school, achieved through study 

and contact with practical problems; (4) the acquirement of 

specific skills throu[:h job experience; (5) any special abil-

iti s acquired through avocational pursuits, or the basic 

potentialities for vocational development existing by reason 

of such hobbies; (6) his intelligence level, comprising the 

three main categories of (a) ability to comprehend abstract 

symbols, (b) ability tc deal with other persons, and (c) ability 

to manipulate objects; the degree in which he is able to 

coordinate these three mental abilities for practical use, and 

the dominant mental bias ; (7) his personality traits, includine; 

morale and att~tudes, and (8) his vocational interests. (v., W.) 

Althou...,h a record of each client's age, se~, aµd race is 

a routlne procedu1c, tbc tca:~~0 ol chese three ita~s on train

in0 and potential placement is l~portant. The United States 

law specifies no minimu..rn age for extending the benefits of 

vocational rehaoilitat:on, but Delaware requires a student to be 

at le~st sixteen years old when applying for assistance. No 

maximum age limit exists; anyone who may be reasonably certain 

of· employment after rehabilitation 'lill be accepted fo1~ physical 

correction and vocational training. During the physical and 
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mental survey, hov,ever, care is taken by the supervisor, or 

other examine~s, to bar from the rolls all mental defec

tives or persons who would need custodial care regardless of 

any vocational training uiven to them. In ad~ition to mental 

defectives, epileptics, the irremedial helpless due to 

physical defects , and those sufferin~ from speech defects, 

congenital or acquired,are barred by Federal law from receiv

in,_, the benefits of the vocational rehabilitation program. 

(v., ¥.) 

Practical psychology--applied coomon-sense--plays one of 

the most important roles in the education and placement of 

disabled civilians. 'C"pon the proper use of psychology depends 

the outcome of each individual case. It is obvious that if 

an intelligent disabled person is placed in a position below 

his mental level he will tend to be ashamed of it, consciously 

or subconsciously, and this attitude, as a consequence, will 

cause him to fail or endanger seriously his chances for suc

cess. That situation holds true in the cases of physically 
who 

normal persons; it is accentuated among those/already suffer 

from one handicap--that of being physically inferior to one's 

fellows. To place a person of superior intelligence and train

ins in a job beneath his abilities and providing financial 

returns not commensurate with the worker ' s capacities is psycho

logically unfair and unwise for both worker and employer . The 

far-reaching ill- effects of such a situation are recognized 

off'icially in the vocational rehabilitation program, and. educa

torsln charge of the program strive to prevent such senseless 

waste from the initial individual survey , through every educa-

tive step , to fine.l placement . The bureau recognizes , also, 
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that social satisfaction j_s equally as important as job 

satisfaction. To this end., the rehabilltation agents endeavor 

to place their clients in positions which will bring them 

in oontact with others of the social level to 'Which they 
. 

are accustomed. In short., the vocational educators recognize 

the fundamental tr~th that any radical change socially., either 

up or do~m, is bad pyschologically., and hence vocationally., 

applied psychology saves money. (V., w., Z.) 

The psychological angle is considered also when the 

client's financial affairs are studied and aid given in their 

ar~angement by the bureau, as it is obvious that a program of 

personal physical and vocational rehabilitation would be use

less in face of an individual's possible mental harassment 

due to money worries. Before allowin: the j_ndividual to 

embark on a trainin8 schedule., the bureau., therefore., assists 

him in putting his financial house in order through making 

provision for trucing care of dependents as well as himself during 

his period of job preparation. (v • ., w.i z.) 

After completeon of this detailed individual survey to 

determine eligibility and point the way to a specific program., 

the supervisor's first consideration in relation to his client 

is to correct any physical defects through artificial appli

ances or surgery that-medical advisors may suggest. (V • ., w.) 
Selection of a vocational goal is largely left to the 

individual to be trained. The supervisor guides but does 

not compel his client in the selection of a job., but, of course, 

the rehabilitation chief will not pen.nit a disabled person to 

pick a vocation for which he would not be able to qualify 

irrespective of any course he might enter. Should a client 
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select such a vocational goal impossible of attainment, the 

supervisor is able usually to le~d him to make another choice, 

a related substitute, which will meet the client's interests, 

abilities, and limitations~ It is the duty of the supervisor 

to explain in detail all lines of activity in which the dis

abled person mignt earn his livelihood if given adequate train

ing based on his abilities and potential capabilities. (W.) 

When the enrollee, with the guidance of the supervisor, 

has made a satisfactory choice of his vocational goal, the 

specific methods of attaining that objective are considered 

carefully by the bureau's head. The procedure to be followed 

in mapping an individual course of training depends largely 

upon the kind of work the client has selected, but no matter 

what the choice has been the methods of training must adhere to 

the principle set forth in the rehabilitation program that 

preparation must give the greatest results in the least possible 

t i~e • ( W. , X • ) 

As the rehabilitation bureau employs no special teachers 

of its own, training of its clients is given usually under the 

same instructors and in the same classes organized for physically 

normal students. These classes are part of the State's public 

school system and are conducted either in school b ildings 

devoted exclusively to vocational training, as Wilmington's H. 

Fletcher Brown Vocational High School, er in other secondary schools 

with special equipment for occupational inst~Jction. Like the 
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classes maintuine1 for ~ormal vocational st~-ents, tr.ose 

for tne disabled a~e oifered in all- ay courses, in evenine 

school, and in coope~ative part-time instructicr. It is 

explicitlv stipulated oy lav, however, tr.at nose re~ation 

of the disabled sha'l be made in any of these clas~es, for 

sychological as well as money conservation reasons. Prepar

ation of t e disabled stuc..ents may be condti.ctej_, also, 

throu.sh apprentice train~n in industrial esta~li8h:r1ents. 

The law provio.es, toe, i or .. he :18 e of' corres:'.:)nnience .::curses 

or tutor·n"', wl-J.~ no otho ... c~~lt.:.es ar.., avallable, but 

these two methods ro fc • .r r·o 1 atlsfac~ory . r.2he aver" 0 e 

tr<1 lnin0 period or a -tu'"'"en t taki~'--' v:orl:'" .. md ~ t.ie rehabil -

tntlon is nine 1r.onvhs, although it may 00 only " fe d .... ys on 

t jc as r..n apprentice. :'our-yea!' university courses may 

be __, ven under t1e vocat.:.onal rehabil:'..t t.:on lm7. ( ~ ., X.) 

Persons need not be tot~lly disa led co rece.:.ve as3ls-

t nee under the t rms of ..,he reha-.:.litatlon act. ..ev, caseo, 

accor~in~ ~o offic:al records, arc handled by ~he reha0illtation 

officials wi t;he,ut coi-•rectlon of physical handicaps and t~1e 

su sequent vocational trainint courses. Ca es Jo exist , however, 

~here the applicant for aGsistance requ:reu merely advice in 

adjustins himself to a di_ficult pos.:.tion , possi ly ~hrough 

conferences with his em.layer. Instances exist, boo , where 

ajvice is biven to a han · .:.capped. porson on ls.unchinu a ht:sines::: 

10.r 1-.1r1solf, but under no circumstanceG will the la i permit the 

use of funds, allotted for vocatloncl rehqt.:.:it tion , as capit~l 

y ... c:.ient. His uslne s.s fi::1ancinQ must co1re .:'ron: c ources 

other than t'1at :."eserved exclu~ively for the orb nizacion and 
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maintenance of voca :onal tra1.nin 0 -ac.:.lities for t:.1e 

physically handicapped. ( , • , X., Y.) 

The job of the rehabilitation supervisoT __ oes :not 

end with completion of he tralnin course by his stu::lent. 

tle must help hin: to Eelect his specific niche :.n the :n:..1..s

tr:~1 vorl~ and talce steps to obt in a jo~ for him. ilace

ment i"' the hardest part of the supervisor I s taslrn, a.s he 

must overcome the pre ·ud:.ce o many employers towa:"'d the 

hir_n of physically handicapped persons irrespective of 

their intelli ence and traine~ skill3 for the jobs in question. 

It is not the least important of the cupervisor 1 s responsi

bilitie · to establish cordl.~l contacts with potettial en~loyers 

of handicapped perAon8, break dovm pre~ujices a.,.,.a.:.ns t em-cloy

memt of physic" lly abnormal "Iorkers, and pave the ".,ay for his 

£'utu::."'e 6 radua tes to1 •• a1 ::1. quicker "bsorption by industry. The 

rehabil"tation chief must be conversai.t ,,ith erJ loyn..,nt conl.:.

t·ons t:1.rou...,hout :..he cntl.re area Hhere his ~tudent-i .. iGht be 

pl ced in joJ • _allure faces any vocation~l rehabilitat.:.on 

he icapped not be oroken own. ('r.) 

After placement of the raduate in a. job of ·0h.e type for 

which he has receive~ rpeci~ic traininu, the responsibility 

of the supervisor, even at this polnt, does not 0r.c. e must 

con tin e 11.·"' contact with the case l ntil he is satisfied t:. t 

th adjustment cf l .. is clien.., to his job is complete. To this 

end, t P supervisor arran es for conferences with ooth the 

emplo7>ee an" h.:.s e:r.iployer to deviee thP. TIO"':; practical neans 

377 

:or co '"'ect.".nw a.y msl<1djust:ment~ that st:.11 mriy exist. (.,., V.) 
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In recapitul4tir.0 the procedure of the State's rehabili

tation olan, it should be noted that particuler emphasis is 

laid upon individualized service. Delaware's plan for rehabll

i ta tin__, dlsabled per"'ons for useful ,;-ork, based o:ri the ... 'ederal 

Smith-3ankhead Act, stioulates in ti1.e first place that the 

inter~ediaries oetween the rehabilitation bureau's clients and 

all other ind~viduals an_ a 0 encies contacted durin the 

re~toration prouram shall be tactful and well-informed. These 

intermediaries, who com rise the supervisor and his ac;ents., if 

any, mu«t keep and contlnuou.sly evaluate a reco:.~d of each 

individual client in regard to his backe;round, his capabilities 

and limitations, and his progress toward restoration to economic 

efficiency. The supervisor and his agents must be equipped 

thorou hly to su~ervise the tralnin schedule for the disabled 

student's rehabilitat:.on., find must be prepared to act as employ

ment abency to olRce h:.m i. .. industry •rhen rie has completed 

. his training period. Finally, they must be able to check the 

pro ,ress of the client in hls new job~ til they are satisfied 

that the adjustment of the man to the job has been effective. 

(V • ., W • ., X.) 

Althou0 h Delaware was the last of the forty-ei~t States 

to accept the benefits of the Federal Civilian Industrial 

:tehabilitation Law., popularly lmcvm as the Smith-Ban:{head Art., 

the State I s pro0 ress in this fiald compares fc.•.roi-'ably with 

restoration programs in other parts of the Nation . The 1:'ederal 

law, passed by the Cm"t,;ress on June 2, 1920, ecrunc operative 

in Delaware on July 1., 1939, after havinL been approved by 

the General Assembly the precedin__, April 12 . Delaware's Plan 

for Administration of Vocational Rehabilitation :s the basis 
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upon which the work of the rehabilitation ureau is fostered.. 

Th.i.s plan, like Delaware'~ Plan for Vocational Education, 

is drafted to cover a five-yeRr perioQ, and mu~t be revised 

or approval of the -edP-ral Office of Education periodically. 

The plan under which the bureau now operated (1940) covers 

the period between July 1., 1937, and June 30, ]942, the period 

runr.in concurrently with Delaware's Plan for Vocational 

Education, althout3h actual operation of the law for the edu

cation of Delaware's disabled civilians did not 0 0 into force 

until July 1, 1939 • (W., J.) 

The Industrial Accident Board works in dose harmony 

with the State card for Vocational Education in the vocational 

rehabilitation program. (W., J.) 

Greatest of the difficulties to be overcome by the State 

Supervisor and his aides, that of obtaininc the full-hearted 

cooperat.i.on of industrial employers in placement of physically 

handicapped persons after retraining, i~ meetin with success 

for beyond the expectations of educational leaders. Pioneers 

in this field of the State's educatlonal endeavors express 

encouragement over the outlook for restoring to useful indus

trial service Delaware's many citizens vocationally handicapped 

aft er pron r uidanc e and retraini:1s. (X., W.) 
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The populati1n figures of 1930 show tlt:n.e Negroes xxxjlwrmt:ng 

standing at 32 1 602, or 13.7 per cent of the total of 2381 380. 
In 1920, the percentage was 13.6, and in 1910, 15.4. 
12 1 380 of these were in Wilmington; the total urban negro pop 

ulation was 15,037 as compared to 11 1157 in 1910. 

The Negro rural population was 171 565 as compared to 171 343 in 1920 

and 20,024 in 1910. -8.J,2.ti~:KxthB :fiml.txmmmE~xl:ixBcixbr.xGR~arm.RX 

rl.tkinxl.imt~s:x 1he first number is 15.2 per cent of the rural population 
as compared to 19 per cent in 1910. 
Negroes form 12.2 per cent of thej/!'urban population as comm red to 

11.5 per cent in 1910. 

Agriculture. 
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Vocational High School Bulletin 

Wilmington, Delaware 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

The specific aim of all vocational courses is preparation for 
gainful employment. One half of the school day will be spent in·the 
shops and laboratories and the other half day in .Related Science, 
Mathematics, Drawing, English and Social Studies. Practical applica
tion will be made in these fields. There will be guidance and place
ment service in connection with the school. Opportunities·will be· 
given · pupils to participate in extra curricular activities, such as, 
music, art, athletics, etc. 

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS 

The satisfactory completion of the ninth grade of the 
Delaware Public Schools or the equivalent education is required for 
admission, except in Beauty Culture and Distributive Trades where a 
pupil must have completed the tenth year or must be sixteen years of 
age. 

The applicant must be physically qualified to do the work of 
the occupation selected. 

The mental and physical qualifications of the applicant are 
determined by (1) his school record (2) the reconnnendations of the 
principal of the last school attended (3) the ratings of standard 
tests or examinations (4) personal interview. 

TECHNICAL INSTRUCTION 

The primary purpose of the technical courses is to prepare 
for employment in the larger occupational fields of industry. In ad
dition to shop and laboratory work a good basic training is included 
in English, Science, Mathematics and related technical subjects. By 
proper selection of subjects it will be possible for graduates to 
enter certain colleges and higher technical schools should they care 
to do so. The major occupational fields in which graduates will find· 
employment are: manufacturing, building oonstruction, transportation, 
communication, and merchandising. Within these fields·are such · 
technical jobs for employment as inspectors, designers, supervisors, 
assistant foreman, draftsmen, estimators, checkers, laboratory 
technicians, plant co trol operators, salesman and service work of a 
large variety. Those wishing to enter some of the newer services, 
such as, air-conditioning, refrigeration, oil burner or radio service, 
will find in these courses the technical information necessary to 
equip them for this work. 

TRADE INSTRUCTION 

These courses will provide a fundamental training in the 
skilled trades. There is loss "book work" and more specific skills 
roquired than in the technical courses. The foundation work is 
secured in school and the practical experience in employment. About 
one-half of the school time is devoted to shop work on a useful and 
productive basis, · whilo tho other half time is devoted to related 
trade instruction, English and social science. 
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In general the plan of instruction requires full time in 
school for two years followed by a third year which may be either 
full time in school, or part time in school and industry. Upon com
pletion of this instruction, the pupil recoives · a high school diploma 
and enters employment as an advanced apprentice, the time required to 
complete the apprenticeship.being from one to three years more, de
pending upon tho occupation. 

In addition to tho diploma an apprenticeship certificate is 
awarded when the 11 tro.d0 experience" requirements have boon met, showing 
one's standing as a journeyman in the craft. 

Indicate your first and second choice by figure 11 1 11 and 11 2 11 

before the Technical or Trade Courses you select among the following: 

Trade Courses 

_Auto Mechanics---3 years 
_Machine Shop---3 years 
_Carpentry---3 years 
_Cabinet Making and Millwork---3 years 
_Plumbing and Heating---3 years 
_Printing---3 years 

Welding---2 y0ars 
-Tea Room and Cafeteria---2 years 
_Needle Trades---2 or 3 years 

Technical Courses 

~Mechanical MaintenancG••--3 years 
...i.;...a,..Building Design and Construction---3 years 
......i...:.Intlust~ial Chemistry---3 years 
~lectrical Maintenancc---3 years 
~Gas Engine Service (airplane, auto, marine, 

Diesel)---3 years · 
~Distributive Occupations (Selling, 

Advertising, Display, Business Methods 
2 years 

_Beauty Culturo---2 years 
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contained only ash heaps begm to have flower bed.a. One school 

atter 111other copied the l1m1ted school Jard gardens, one home 

after another imitated the flower gronrs. 

In one ot the old time schools thats rved for titey s1x 

years with 1ta small yard the teacher, and children dug up the 

unpromising looking soil that the te•t ot ltttle children had 

packed 1n tort," or more years ot play and laid out the space 

1n tiny plots where small hands planted and watered radishes 

and lettuce and bloaming things, and had the joy ot reaping 

where they had sowed. The bunche of Nd radishes were aa 

much joy to the small farmers aa wagon loads ot grain wer 

to the husbandman. They had learned the age old lesson th t 

he who saws shall also reap, and thq carried the love and 

knowledge ot the garden plot into the neglected home yard. 

What was the outoom.eT A garden show ot coux-a• J 

On day the teacher said, We will have a flower ahow on 

Thursday, September•• You may bring any thing you have wn 

in your own garden at home, or school., or anyth1 your own 

family tolks have helped you to grow, or have grown in the hom 

garden. Pr1••• will be given tor nower•• plants, vegetables, 

or seeds gathered tied and properl7 labelled in five cla ses 

as tollcnraa• 

l. Speo1men bloom.a, not more than thr•e 1n container, 

2. Flower anangement. 

3. Speciman plant ror decorative use. 

4. Vegetabl •~ 

5. s eda properly packaged and labelled. 
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State 

older: Inclusive Articles -

, rly ducat·on in Delaware - •"arch 25, 1 36(Rev. from Dec. 16, 1 35 

ducation in Delaware - :uly 8, 1 36 

rief Revi~w of Dela~are ~ducat·on - July 9, 1 36 

ducation - 'ay 6, 1 36 

rief Chronology of ""'ducat ion Progress in Del. durl'"'g- Pre-~ev. 
Period. - ay 11, 1 3? 

Private Schools in~ elm 8.re ..rundrerls.-,Tune 3, 1 37 
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Th .... s rep rt \" s iA • "".l ttcd t t E.:' 1 vc rnor .i.n 918 n co ~ittee crcotcd 

s, tu to st c,·s odu,.atlo:11ul condtti ns in the state und mnl-:e 

ndnt1rns to the Le tslaturc of ltJ19 . It is the ,1ork of' Dr . A,n°uham Flexnor 

Dr . Frank P . i acbmiin, repurcd under t' o SU";ervislon of the"onern 'fclucotion 

<i of · ew ·-ork , vrhich was solocted by t 'O Cor, 1ission to I nke t e survey . 

': ,e re 01·t :i.s atle under t, · cfollov11nc; hcadincs : 
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min ton , ·he1·0 t ·1e.r h s been cons d r ble gro 1tl since , the po , latinn 

st tic.It ts lartely ura_;r~ ~ tn, 1 5' er ored . Of t-e 7 to 

n 7tJ ar•t: , t · ve b ··:i ol' :r't~ vo "t' nta, c; ~ r. c n€ or· b ,+-1 parent 

rn ; lC; ' for',· n orn . On~sid.e '11ml rtcn , DG..., r--e nut ' vc ;o~.1· 
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s an 30CO a nee 1 .O"- p4- G. 1il-ln ton is n indu~trlal ct~ -~odvcin{ a 



f V'-r~e d ~ndustr o.l nvtivity;the rest o.f th"' stc c io en ci o in d1vers1-

'ied a -,~c:.:'..:h11re IJ.•: •1" ed ir ·:st rl 0 s . 

'I'hi~ rc·~o1°t ~- • c6ncc.r;.1.od w1th ~cools outside WilninE,ton onl-; . lhe-· ser·e 

homo, oneo ... , . ta11lc , .Amer con --:r , l ·., ti n , distinctly rurr l in ch' r:c..cter •P . re) 

Control o:' the s ,·ston is in three boc.rdo ~ the st;o.to Bonr-d of educ t1c,n , 

~ho count.r ,..c'1ool comr irwion , 1mcl t 18 dintriet sc 1001 co:r.u:n1ttee or bonrd of 

educetl n . 
'l'.1e ~trite or1d of se ·on rne!"llbcrs ar intcd -; : tho o 1 ernor, i s suprosecl 

to s. ::- .... o ,et-iz,:- t,·,~ 1orl: of t:ho ar· ous scbools anu. ra:1.E the ::itandnrds of 

'nstrurt1r-n, .Lt i'1n::.. no·., :.." tbr l::m co rr-8( of' stud: , select text• ool-·s , nnd 

::,rosc:li. c >t,lc;:J for t ,acl'e c rt lf'lcut on, sani tnry inspection, aml school 

o u· ,T0:1.t.It "':r I' , , r rec•)rd of tho d1:•trictn , :n rost gnte 8c1~ool condltions 



EDUCATION I DELA ARE 

I Th F.d.ucation I Tradition in Delawnre 

II• School.a of th Early Colon1aat1on 

III• R 111ou1 lnflu nc n Fiiucation in th ddl.e and lat r 

colonial p riod 

II Outstanding Pr1v t Sohoola,Inetitute ,and Acedem1e1 

V-Early School Funds and L g1elat1v Enact menta-17 34-1796 

VI• First School Law,1829,and Am dmenta 

VII• I.aw of 187, ndita Op r t1on until 1890 

VIII-H gro E ueat1on in Poat •Civil ar P riod,to ti 1890 

IX- uoat1onal wk n1ng•l890-l9l7 

Refl ct 1n legal cbangea J refl ct ed 1n chang • in 

curricul nd practiceJ r fl cted in chang in school 

pl n Jreflect din public pp1n1on and part1c1p tion of 

1nflu ntiel c1t1~en• Jr fleeted in privat end parochial 

1ohool d v lop nt. 

X• r JtlDmq:xmlCU:z.umub::eµ]i!dac11iib 
X•SllmmarJ o Conditions xisting,1917•1921,!n r ga t o curricula, 

thode, p raonn l, nd plant in 11 achoola,public and private 

XI• dern Prim ry tl Secondary Fduc tional System-19l!i 21 



B' r1ef Chronology or S1 n1f1cant 6hanges in educational fec111t1ea 

and practice since 1921 

Sta* ~blic Schoola,1930-1938 

Pl nts new building ,reno vation,chang in mo t nd 

l 

qual 1ty or $Upplem ntal equipme t 

Program of tudie11 tandard pr cticea in curriculUJ1 dd 

methodJ 11gn1f1cant var1 tion in the the direction of 

exc p tionally ood or or pr ctice 

Pe onnelt f cult - uperv1 or ,classroom teach ra, pec1al 

cleric land m 1ntenance mployesJ atudenta--a orted 

tat1at1c on enrollment,ag -grade placement,r terdation 

C h alth,nat1onel1ty1 

O•W11m1ngton Pc.blic School•••General Setup 

Plant-Personnel, a bov J Old curriculum in elem ntary 

ands cond r7 school•• 

D-N w Curriculum in 1lm1n to 

HiatoryJ Education l philosophy underlying the programJ 

Su.nun ri s of r V1!1on eompl t d or in progress in l938-39J 

Experience to d te with new curriculum. 
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Privat and Parochial ichoola of' :bhe State andV 11m1ngtc1m 

Surv y d tailed above for public in titution 

F- o Schoolal ot a on D1ffe nc b teen them nd White 

Scools of Corre ponding Grade an L8cat1on 

XIIw Hi er Education in ~elawar 

University or De~ ware, om n' Colleee,st t Agricultural 

Colleg ,Delawar ~Stat Coll 
I 

I 

for Colored Stud nt l tor 

each listh1st9ry, pl nt, progr , per onnel,rP.ting, 

r c nt or pro pectiv chan ,end 1nfluenc upan 

communtty \ 
\ 

XIII- Special ducation on A\l Lev ls for th Handle p ed 

Blind; d t; er ppl dJtubercul r;retarded nd mentally 

d tectiv 

XIV•Programa of Adult Educ tioi). 

ric n1zat1on;Ev ui ool or the 11lm.1n tan Board of Ed. 

Adult ducat1on program ~der chool auspices throuuhout the 

stat J PA Fiiucationa1 proje~D JCommun1ty projects not under 

go rnment up rvisio~Jpriva\e ducat1onal in titut ions tor 

mature tudenta 
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