
Vienna, September 10, 1936. 

Dear Secretary Hull! 

I l a s t wrota you on August £8. There have been 
no development* within Austria ©tf primary consequence 
since then. Austria is enjoying, as Z have indicated 
in my repor ts and l e t t e r s , the heaviest and moat 
prof i table t o u r i s t season i t has had since the war. 
The center of i n t e r e s t has shifted to Tienna since 
the close of the Salzburg Fes t iva l s , The King of 
Belgium spent three weeks incognito very quiet ly in 
the Tyrol. Th* King of iSngland i s stopping here 
for a quite extended stay af ter his v i s i t to Greece, 
farkey and Yugoslavia. Hot since the war has Austria 
had so many and such dist inguished v i s i t o r s as t h i s 
season. As raany aa five congresses were in session 
here at one time l a s t week, and they continue for 
sons weeks longer* The Vienna h o t e l s , even to those 
of the t h i r d c l a s s , are f i l l e d and have been for 
weeks. The autumn Austrian commercial f a i r has 
more v i s i t o r s than s ines the end of the war. All 
t h i s has had a tendency to greatly encourage the 
people, and p o l i t i c s have been unusually quie t . 

I am wri t ing you at t h i s time as I think I 
should bring to your a t t en t i on what many people be
l ieve i s the r ea l s ignif icance of t he tremendous 
offensive against Communism whioh has haen launched 
and fostered by Germany. I t s object i s the under-
raining and the el imination of the Franco-Soviet and 
Otteho-Soviet pac t s , the i so l a t i on of Russia, the 
weaKening of Franoe, and the oonsequent making eas i e r 
of the German ef for t s to separate England and France, 
which have i a no sense abated. The background of 
th i s movement, which with the aid of the Catholic 
Church and the influence of events in Spain may 
assume tremendoua p o l i t i c a l importance, i s very 
i n t e r e s t i ng . 

The Honorable 
Cordell Hul l , 

Secretary of S t a t e , 
Washington, B. C. 
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You know that ths National Socialist larty came 
into power apparently on an anti-Communist platform. 
Hitler had been preaching the Communist danger in 
Germany for year* without sucoesa. It was only 
when the industriallata in Germany, headed by 
Thysaan and hia associates, becasse convinced that 
the Social Democratic movement In Germany wa» gather
ing strength and threatened their interests, and 
when they began to give moral and financial support 
to Hitler, that hia party began to get real repre
sentation in the Reichstag. Schacht, brooding in 
his retirement and chafing through inactivity, was 
willing to lend hia assistance to fhyasen and the 
industrialist group and to become the servant of a 
Hitler regime, ahieh he fondly believed men like 
Thy as en and he could control* It was finally the 
palace Intrigues of irapen, Meisaner and Colonel von 
Hind en burg which made it possible for a Hitler 
government to be formed through the influence which 
they had on the aged and no longer fully mentally 
alert President Hindeburg. The burning of the Reichs
tag, arranged ay ths national Socialist party leaders, 
was ths spectacular event staged to convince the 
Genu an people of the threat of Communism and to Make 
it we looms a lazi regime. 

For thres years the main theme of Hitler's 
speeches has remains* the dangar of Communism with
out in soy degree oonvlnoing ths German people that 
either Communism threatened them in 1933 or that it 
threatens them today. For three years iUtler has 
been trying to convince Surope that Germany is the 
bulwark against Communism and therefore the savior 
of urope - also without much success. On March 7, 
1936, when the German military raoccupation of the 
Rhineland was carried through, Hitlsr accomplished 
the last step which hs could take within the fron
tiers of Germany, and the next atepa had to be beyond 
her frontiers and consequently mors dangerous. The 
party program was clear for external action Just as 
it had been definite and clear for internal action. 
4s was to be foreseen, the external program has proved 
much more difficult,and Germany has met reverses in 
at least three directions* 

The first external step was to be the gradual 
coordination of Danzig through the levelopments 
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within Danzig and carried through in such a way that 
neither England, France nor Poland could take action. 
Bhen Greiaer lest his temper at Geneva, he spoilt 
the Basi program for Danzig Mid compelled the defi
nite elowing up in developments there. The necessity 
for removing the Austrian question from her relations 
with Italy and the absolute need for some action 
which would pacify England In view of the failure to 
answer the British memorandum, and to prevent the 
turning of the temporary solitary arrangement be
tween London, Paris and Brussels into a permanent 
one towards the end of July, made the austro-German 
accord of -July 11 a necessity, and this has halted 
far the time being German action in Austria. The 
plans for the setting up of a Sudentendeutsohen 
state is Czechoslovakia under Henlein, which waa to 
be the first step leading to the disintegration of 
Czechoslovakia, beoame too dangerous in view af de
velopments within Czechoslovakia and in Europe. The 
elimination of Austria from the program for the 
moment made a slowing up of the political program 
in Southeastern Europe generally necessary. The 
only external action left, therefore, was in the 
direction of Russia, where Germany hopes to get the 
Ukraine, but this waa impossible, for it would have 
provoked war with Russia and almost certainly a 
general European war, for which even the party is 
now convinced Germany ia not yot prepared. Although 
superficially, therefore, German power seemed to be 
increasing and she seemed to bo having nor own way, 
German policy was in fact faoed by an impasse. 

In this dilemma, and as the very essence of 
Hatlonal Socialism is such that it lives on excite
ment and popular appeal, the party turned to its 
Old enemy, Communism, as the best method of indirect 
aetion against Russia. This attack on Communism 
fitted in with the plans for the isolation of Russia 
through the disintegration of her alliances. Weeks 
before the Spanish troubles started, the new campaign 
against Communism was launched ey Germany, and in 
every capital in Europe her diplomatic officers 
began their action to arouse distrust of Russia. 
Then came the Spanish troubles, and the Communist 
support of the Madrid Government was a godsend for 
the Berlin program, and the whole tremendous organiza
tion of German propaganda was turned towards the 
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utilization of the outrages against priests and nuns 
and the Church as an instrument against Communism 
and Moscow. The fact that the outrages against the 
Chure'h and prieste in Spain are not really a poli
tical but a social factor is not understood in 
Europe, where the outrages themselves have aroused 
general horror and have been easily accepted ay un
thinking people as well as by many thinking people 
as a purely Communist matter encouraged by Moscow. 

The Cat hoi is Church, already disturbed by what 
has happened in Mexico in the last few years, and 
realizing that its position in latin America is 
slipping, has been ver^ greatly disturbed by ths 
Spanish troubles, and from what I oan leam there 
was almost a state of panic in the Vatican. 

In Germany party circles realized that the 
moment v/as opportune for conversations with the 
Vatican which would bring about a Berlin-Vatican 
front against Communism. This, of course, involved 
a letting up of the activity against the Church in 
Germany, but for thia the Party was already prepared. 
The more or leas friendly London TIMES has repeatedly 
editorially told the Germans that they cannot hope 
for British sympathy until certain social movements 
in Germany are made milder, having in mind the 
Church and the Jews. In view of the absolute neces
sity for this sympathetic attitude of England, Ger
many in view of her reverses elsewhere had to be 
prepared to make concessions. Sibbeatrop had not 
failsd to tell Hitler that the action against the 
churches and the Jews was one of the principal 
things which stood in the way of Germany getting 
popular sympathy in England. I am informed by 
persons who are in a position to know that conversa
tions took place between the Vatican and Berlin and 
that agreement was reached on the basis that ©srmany 
would make a new concordat with the Vatican and that 
in return the Vatican would land its fall support 
to the anti-Communist movement to be launched on a 
worldwide scale. 

This explains why more than three weeks ago 
the strong letter which the Protestant pastors read 
In the churches,and which strongly attacked the 
Government policy remained unpunished. A week later 
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an even stronger l e t t e r of the Catholic bishops in 
Germany was read in the ehu»heo and, strange to say, 
wan published almost in f u l l in the German papers . 
the fac t that i t was published was suff ic ient i n d i 
cat ion to those who know to show tha t the bishops 
had read the l e t t e r with the knowledge and consent 
of and by arrangement with party heads. I think 
there i s no question whatever but that arrangements 
have been made by the Church in Rome with Ber l in 
on the bas is se t fo r th . 

The Vatican Secretary of Sta te for foreign 
Affairs , Cardinal P a c e l l i , as I am r e l i a b l y inform
ed, played a very important part in t h i s matter, 
and some background with regard to him i s pa r t i cu 
l a r l y important. Cardinal Pace l l i was Papal Nuncio 
in the then Kingdom of Bavaria towards the end of 
the -orld War. During the disorder and the troubles 
which character ised cer ta in pa r t s of Germany follow
ing tho breakdown at the end of the war there wern 
some very unpleasant experiences for many peoplo in 
Munich, and l a e o l l i was one of those who suffered 
soma personal humil iat ions. Ho gained at tha t time 
a horror of S o c i a l i s t s and ComTiunists which has 
remained with him. Cardinal Pace l l i as Papal Secre
tary of S ta te has not loved the Rational S o c i a l i s t s 
in Germany any nore than he loved the Social Demo
c ra t s and Communists preceding the formation of the 
v'eimar Government, for from a l l that i know ha puts 
them a l l in the same dangerous category. The d i f f i 
c u l t i e s of the Church, however, seem to have moved 
him towards the making of what to most people wi l l 
seem a very unholy bargain with nat ional Soc i a l i s t 
Germany, and one for which the Church may yet pay 
b i t t e r l y . Thero are a good many who believe tha t 
the p o l i t i c a l act ion of the Vatican in the l a s t 
years has not been very wise nor marked by any 
real statesmanship, but if i t becomes a matter of 
common knowledge that the Vatican has made t h i s 
bargain with the l a t i ona l Soc i a l i s t leaderhsip in 
Germany, i t w i l l be i n the end a fur ther blow to 
the Church. 

While the Austrian press and the European press 
in general hay*.not carr ied any news ind ica t ing what 
has r ea l ly happened, but havf confined -foen̂ U/gS to the 
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mention of probable s t r e s s ing by the Church of the 
necessi ty for act ion against Communism, the Catholic 
RSICHSPGSf in fienna has been h in t ing tha i Cardinal 
•taoelli may majce a v i s i t to Berl in , and in i t s 
issue of today i t says that i t i s informed " that 
the Holy Fat her i s planning spec ia l and far-roaching 
measures to oal l to the a t t en t ion of humanity in 
general the necessity of combating Bolshevism as 
the »ost dreadful inner enemy of mankind today.* 
As the HEICHSPOST i s a purely Catholic organ and 
i s pa r t i cu l a r ly well informed with regard to mattswB 
from the Vatican, today 's a r t i c l e i s pa r t i cu la r ly 
s ign i f i can t . 

I t looks as though the .National Soc ia l i s t 
Government had succeeded in got t ing a s t i l l power
ful a l ly in the Vatican in a t i s going t o be the 
great effor t to convince Guropo and the world of 
the danger of uommunism. As 1 havo already sa id , 
the party did not succeed .'ter three year a of con
tinuous effor t in convincing the German people of 
t h i s danger, hat i t dooa look as if now, because of 
the turn of events, i t may havo a good chance of 
convincing Europe '.hat the great danger i s Communism, 
that i s Russia, and not National social ism, which 
today is Germany. 

i t h no p o s s i b i l i t y of doing anything i n t e r 
nally , and with the in te rna l s i tua t ion growing more 
d i f f i c u l t , with tho poss ib i l i t y for external ac t ion 
extremely r e s t r i c t e d , as I havo pointed out in t h i s 
l e t t e r , and with the locarno conversations in p ros 
pect , where tho same hard questions which Oormany 
has so f a r fa i led to answer must be discussed, Ger
many i s new endeavoring to prepare the atmosphere 
for thfse conversations in as favorable a way as 
possible . Behind tsU ittack on Communism i s t h i s 
poorly veiled at tack against soviet Hussia and i t s 
a l l i ances and f r iendships , and «ore ind i rec t ly but 
Just as def in i te ly the at tack against Franco and 
jigland. Li/te most National s o c i a l i s t performances 

i t i s c lever , but we sha l l have to sos how sound* 
In an unsound world perhaps unsound and dishonest 
methods may be tho most successful . We sha l l have 
to soo, and only time wi l l enable us to soo. 

What 1 did wish to point out i s t h a t t h i s move
ment against Communism, ins t iga ted by Germany, 



?• 

sponsored by the Vatican, in a disordered Europe 
res t ing under the appal l ing events in Spain, i s 
going to be a very r ea l thing and may have far— 
reaching consequences. I do not bel ieve i t w i l l 
have the p o l i t i c a l consequences which Germany alms 
a t . The Governments in Europe appreciate the s i t u a 
t ion and wil l not be so eas i ly move; by th i s propa
ganda, and we sha l l have t o see how f a r popular 
opinion l a affected by t h i s propaganda and other 
events in Europe, and how far tha t oplnioa can 
affect the governments. I t i s important to bear 
in mind the real object so f a r as Germany i s con
cerned i s the i so la t ion of Russia and the weakening 
of France and ingland. 

So fa r as Austria i s concerned, there i s a pos
s i b i l i t y that t h i s Tatloan-Berlin agreement may have 
sons effect oa the Austrian i n t e r n a l s i t u a t i o n . 
There wers among the Austrian Cathollos thoas who 
rea l ly did bel ieve tha t the Auatrs-Gerraan accord 
for normalising r e l a t i o n s would open the way through 
whioh Austrian Catholicism could influence the s i t u a 
t ion la Germany and lead to sa amelioration of the 
s i t u a t i o n of t h e i r c o - r e l i g i o n i s t s l a Germany. The 
accord of July 11 and the des i res of the Austrian 
Catholics have, of course, nothing to do with the 
Berlin-Vatican accord and have not had the s l i g h t e s t 
influence on i t , but unfortunately as have to reckon 
tha t most people are fa i r ly s tupid, and this i s 
pret ty generally t rue among s good par t of the ,-\us-
t r i an c lergy, so t ha t there i s the danger, and a 
very real one, tha t Austrian Catholicism may bel ieve 
tha t i t has played a very important .part l a get t ing 
amelioration of the s i t u a t i o n of the Church in 
Germany. This, conversely, would have the ef fect 
in Austria of bringing the Church here more in 
sympathy with the German effor ta l a Austria, and 
of cour&e great ly decrease here the res is tanoa 
against German pressure . Al ls i s one of the many 
and T9T^ many implicat ions which the Berlin-Vatican 
agreement may have, but again what the future holds 
in t h i s respect only ths future can t e l l . I t i s the 
Church here which has r ea l l y been t h s p r inc ipa l 
bulwark agains t the Hational Soc i a l i s t influence 
la Austr ia , because of i t s fear of na t ional S o c i a l i s t 
ac t l s a based on the experience of the Church in 
Germany* 



8. 

I remember so well when Kaekelsberger, the 
thea leader of the German Center- Par ty , arranged 
for the f i r s t concordat with the Vat lean a f t e r the 
Hazis same into power. He was convinced that the 
parly would keep I t s word, l e know that the party 
t r ea ted t h i s concordat with the same cynicism that 
i t has t rea ted e l l i t s e ther agreements. The 
Vatican knows with what o^nielsm and disregard 
t h i s concordat was* t r ea t ed . In sp i t e of tha t , and 
of the knowledge which i t has of the s i t u a t i o n in 
Germany today , the Vat lean has evidently been pre
pared to make t h i s bargain with Berlin for a new 
concordat, which in my opinion wi l l rece ive exactly 
the same treatment t h a t the former one haa received. 
But t h i s ie the way things are being done in Europe 
today. 

The Party Coagreaft a t Jfttrnberg th ia year i s 
going to be a tame thing compared with previous 
years , and the emphasis wi l l be on the Communist 
note . For the f i r s t time the nee<X for colonies 
v/ill be emphasized at the party meeting and the 
need for German markets which Ur, Sohaoht haa be^a 
bringing in to the foreground with a s s r t a i n amount 
of effect wi l l a lso be emphasised, 1 am so pressed 
with various things here that I am not able to com
ment, but aa these p a r t i c u l a r aspects of the German 
program have p a r t i c u l a r i n t e r e s t for us , I sha l l try 
to give yon .some background which may he i n t e r e s t i ng 
in my next l e t t e r , 

I am sending a despatch to the Department Ho. 
8S4 of September 10 with t h i s pouch, t ransmit t ing 
a memorandum which I have prepared on the s i t ua t ion 
in p rac t i ca l ly every country of Europe, with the 
idea of ©ringing together in i t c e r t a in informatioxi 
whioh i a necessary towards forming an idea as t s 
the p o s s i b i l i t i e s for peace or war* The undertaking, 
you w i l l apprecia te , i s a r a the r ambitious one, and 
1 have t r i e d to Keep i t within as small compass a s 
poss ib le , but even a t tha t i t i s ra ther a formidable 
document. I t i s a very unsat isfactory document l a 
some respec t s , because of the necessity for keeping 
I t as short as poss ib le , and altso because i t I s not 
documented, but t h i s would have made i t too unwieldy. 
I be l i eve , however, t h a t in sp i t e of i t s length i t 
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Is a memorandum which, you will wish to read. I pre
pared it mainly for the clarification of my own 
Tiews. I doubt whether the President would find 
time to read it, but knowing his interest in mat
ters of thi3 kind, you may find it worth while to 
have certaia parts marked for his reading. 

Believe me, with all good wishes, 

Cordially yours, 

G-eorge S. Messersmith, 

GSM/iaW 


