Vienna, September 10, 1936,

Dear Secretary Hull:

I last wrote you on August 28, There have been
no developments within Austria of primary consequence
sinece then. Austria is enjoying, as I have indicated
in my reports and letters, the heaviest and most
profitable tourist season it has had since the war,
The center of interest has shifted to Vienna since
the close of the Salgburg Festivals, The King of
Belgium spent three weeks incognito very quietly in
the Tyrol., The King of England is stopping here
for a quite extenied stay after his visit to CGreece,
Turkey and Yugoslavia. HNot since the war has Austria
had so many and such distinsuished visitors as this
season, As many as five congresses were in session
here at one time last week, and they continue for
some weeks longer, The Vienna hotels, even to those
of the third class, gare filled and have been for
weeks, The autumn Austrian commercial fair has
more visitors than since the end of the war, All
this has had a tendency to greatly encouraze the
people, and politiecs have been unusually quiet.

I am writing you at this time as 1 think I
should bring to your attention what many people be-
lieve is the real siznificance of the tremendous
offensive against Communism which has been launched
and fostered by Germany. Its objeet is the under-
mining and the elimination of the Franco-Soviet and
Czecho-Soviet pacts, the isolation of Russia, the
weakening of France, and the consequent making easier
of the CGerman efforts to separate Zngland and France,
whieh have in no sense abated. The background of
this movement, which with the aid of the Catholie
Chureh and the influence of events in Spain may
assume tremendous political importance, is very
interesting.

The Honorable
Cordell Hull,
Secretary of State,
Washington, D. C.
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within Danzig and earried through in such a way that
neither England, france nor roland could take action,
Bhen Greiser lost his temper at Geneva, he spoilt

the lazi program for Danzig and compelled the defi-
nite slowing up in developments there., The necessity
for removing the Austrian guestion from her relations
with Italy and the absolute need for some action
which would pacify “ngland in view of the failure to
answer the British memorandum, and tc prevent the
turning of the temporary military arrangement be-
tween London, raris and Brussels into a permanent

one towards the end of July, made the iustro-German
acecord of July 11 a necessity, and this has halted
for the time being Cerman action in Austria., The
plans for the setting up of a Sudentendeutschen

state in Czechoslovakia under Henlein, which was to
be the first step leading to the disintegration of
Czechoslovakia, became too dangerous in view of de-
velopaments within Czechoslovakia and in "urope. The
elimination of Austria from the program for the
moment made a slowing up of the political program

in Southeastern “urope generally necessary. The

only external action left, therefore, was in the
direction of Russia, where Germany hopes to get the
Jkraine, but this was impossible, for it would have

provoked war with Kussia and almost certainly a
general Huropean war, for which even the party is
now convinced Cermany is not yet prepared, Although
superficially, therefore, German power seemed to be
inecreasing and she seemed %o be having her own way,
German policy was in fact faced by an impasse.

In this dilemma, and as the very essence of
Hational Socialism is suech that it lives on excite-
ment and popular appeal, the party turned to its
0ld enemy, Communism, as the best method of indirect
action against “ussia. This attack on Communism
fitted in with the plans for the isolation of Hussia
throuzh the disintezration of her alliances. ¥Weeks
hefore the Spanish troubles started, the new campaizn
against Communism was launched by Germany, and in
every capital in Surope her diplomatic officers
bezan their aection to arouse distrust of Russia.

Then came the 5panish troubles, and the Communist
support of the Yadrid Government was a godsend for

the Berlin program, and the whole tremendous organiza-
tion of German propazanda was turned towards the
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utilization of the outrages against priests and nuns
and the Church as an instrument ag- inst Communism
and Moscow, The fact that the outrages against the
Churéh and priests in Spain are not really a poli-
tical but a social factor is not understocod in
furope, where the outrazes themselves have aroused
general horror and have been easily accepted by un-
thinking people as well as by many thinking people
as a purely Communist matter encouraged by Moscow,

The Catholic Chureh, already disturbed by what
has happened in Mexico in the last few years, and
realizing that its position in Latin America is
slipping, has been very sreatly disturbed by the
spanish troubles, and from what I can learn there
was almost a state of panic in the Vatiecan,

in Germany party circles realized that the
moment was opportune for conversations with the
Vatican which would bring about a Berlin-Vatica
front against Communism. This, of course, involved
a letting up of the activity azainst the Churech in
Germany, but for this the Farty was already prepared.
The more or less friendly iondon TIMES has repeatedly
editorially told the Germans that they cannot hop
for British sympathy until certain social movements
in Germany are made milder, having in mind the
Church and the Jews. In view of the absolute neec
sity for this sympathetic attitude of <ngland, Ge
many in view of her reverses elsewhere had to be
prepared to make concessions. tibbentrop had not
failed to tell Hitler that the action agninst the
churches and the Jews was one of the principal
things which stood in the way of Germany getting
popular sympathy in ingland. I am informed Dby
persons who are in a position to knmow that conversa-
tions took place between the Vatican and Berlin and
that agreement was reached on the basis that Cermany
would make a new concordat with the Vatican and that
in return the Vatican would lend its full support
to the anti-Communist movement to be launched on a
worldwide scale.

es-
-

This explains why more than three weeks agzo
the strong letter which the rrotestant pastors read
in the churches,and which strongly attacked the
Government policy remained unpunished. A week later
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an even stronger letter of the Catholic bishops in
Germany was read in the churhes and, strange to say,
was published almost im full in the German papers.
fhe fact that it was published was sufficient indi-
eation to those who know to show that the bishops
had read the letter with the knowledze and consent
of and by arrangement with party heads., 1 think
there is no question whatever but that armangements
have been made by the Church in Rome with Berlin

on the basis set forth.

Vatican Secretary of State for Moreign
Cardinal Pacelli, as I am reliably inform-
played a very important part in this matter,
gome background with regard %o him is particu-
important. Cardinal Fracelli was Papal Euncio
the then Hingdom of Bavaria towards the end of
the World "ar. During the disorder and the troubles
whiech characterized certain parts of Germany follow-
ing the breakdown at the end of the war ithere were
gome very unpleasant experiences for many people in
Yaunich, and Tacelli was one of those who suffered
some personal humiliations., He gained at that time
& horror of Socialists and Communists which has
remained with him. Cardinal racellil as rapal Secre-
tary of State has not loved the FHational Socialists
in Cermany any more than he loved the JSocial Demo-
erats and Communists preceding the formation of the
eimar CUovernment, for from all that 1 know he puts
them all in the same dangerous categzory. The diffi-
of the Chureh, however, seem to have moved
towards the making of what to most people will
a very unholy bargain with Faticnal Sociallst
Germany, and one for which the Church may yet pay
bitterly., There are a good many who believe that
the political aetion of the Vatican in the last
years has not been very wise nor marked by any
real statesmanship, but if it becomes a matter of

common knowledwze that the Vatican has made this

bargain with the National Jocialist leaderhsip in
Germany, it will be in the end a further blow to
the Chureh.

While the Austrian press and the “uropean press
in gepneral have not carried any news indicating what
has really happened, but have confined fhemeelves to the




mention of probable stressing by the Chureh of the
80e¢b1ty for action aguinst Communism, the Catholie
T in Vienna has been hinting that Cardinal
a visit to Berlin, and in its
says that it is inforued "that
is planning special and far-reaching
call to the attention of humsnity in
reneral the necessity of combating Solsheviam
the most dreadful inner enemy of mankind today
8 the HEICHLYOLST 1s a purely Catholic organ
is paruiuu1 rlf well informed with rezard to
from the tican, today's article is
i I’ﬁi‘:—'i(}v_x,htv.

&

It looks =as zgh the National Sociallst
sovernment i : i in zetting a still powe
ful ally in the Vatiean in what is going to be the
: e¢ffort to convince “urope ani the world of

langer of Communism, .8 1 have already said,

party d4did not succeed after three years of con-
tinuous effort in convineing the German peocple of
this danger, but it does look as if now, because of
the tjrn of events, it may; have a good chance of
b"rv1“c1n5 arope that the g 1
th ussia, and not

Gernany.
i:h no yuanibilivv of doing anything inter-
: i ‘ internal situation growing more
guibilins for external action
have pointed out in this
oo’wno conversations in pros-
hard questions which Germany
answer must be disoussed, Cer-
oring to prepare the atmosphere
yations in as favorable a way as
possible., Behind the attack on Comuwunism is this
poorly veiled attack against Soviet lussia and 1its
alliances and friendships, and more indireetly bdbut
j definitely the att;cg against Franee and
rland, Like most National Sccialist performances
it is clever, but we shall have to see how sound.
In an unsound world perhaps unsound and dishonest
methois may be the most suecessful. %e shall have
to see, and only time will enable us to see,

‘that I did wish to point out is that this move-
wainst Communism, instigaied by Germany,
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spongored by the Vatican, in a disord
regting under the appalling events
going to be a very real thing and may he
reaching consequences, 4 do not believe it will
have the politieal consequences which Germany aimsg
at. The Governments in “urope sppreciate the situa-
tion and will not be 80 #asily moved by this propa-
zanda, and we gshall have to see how far popular
cpinicn is afected by this propaganda Vn.ﬁ other
events in “urope, and how far that opinion can
affect the zovermments, It is important to bear
in mind the real objeet so far as Germany is con-
cerned is the isolation of Russia and the weakening
of Pranece and ‘ngland.
20 far as Austria is concerned
8ibility that “hln Vatican-Berlin
some effect on the Austrian 1qf 3
fhere were among Lh@ s trian J;LXQLi
really did believe that the 2gutru—nu@w& aceord
for normalizing relations would open the way through
whioh ,u»zr<1n wbholiciam could influence the situs-
tion in Germany and lead to an amelioration of the
JitﬂitiUu of their co-relizionists in vermany. The
agcecord of July 11 and the desires of the Aunastrian
Catholies have, of course, nothing to do wit“
Berlin-Vatican aceord and have not had
inTluence on it, but unfortunately we 1}
that most people are fairly stupid, and 1
pretty generally true among a good part of Lu
trian clergy, so that there ig the danger, and a
1l one, that Augtrian Catholicism may believe
} y important part in getting
f ation of the Chureh in
ihis, wonvarselg, would have the effect
of bringinz the Church here more in
Lﬁﬂ rarman efforts in Austria, and
, tecrease here the resistance
rainst pressure This is one of the many
‘3)),'?«1 very many ywlications which the Berlin-Vatican
azreement may have it again what the future holdse
in this respect only the Tuture can tell il’- is the
Chureh here v h has really been the pi
bulwark against the Hational 50« *§~>liﬁ,
in Austria, because ' {
action based on the
Germany.
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is a memorandum which you will wish to read. 1 pre-
pared it mainly for the clarifieation of my own
views, 1 doubt whether the President would find
time to read it, but knowing his interest in mat-
ters of this kind, you may find it worth while %o
have certain parts marked for his reading.

Believe me, with all good wishes,

Cordially yours,

Teoro - 11}
eorge v, Messersmltn,




