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AIRMAIL Habana, April 1, 1940. 

PERSONAL AND CQNFIDIKTlAL 

Dear Larry: 

I got your letter of March. 1 with regard to 
Dr. Fernando Ortf* "but I have not yet heard from 
him. I shall be very glad to see him when he gets 
in touch with me here, 

I got your letter with which you were good 
enough to send me some remarks which you and Briggs 
and Bonsai had got together and which I could use 
on the occasion Of the placing of the President1* 
portrait in the gallery of the Senate here* It is 
quite amusing and. 1 suppose, characteristic that 
although Senator Verdeja and Senator Capestany had 
come to see me and indicated that this presentation 
was to be made some time last week, nothing has 
happened since that visit* Z here naturally not 
raised the question myself la any way and do not 
intend to do so because I have so far a certain 
sense of relief in not having had to appear before 
the Senate for an oecasion of this kind, when they 
have not yet passed this Public Works bill. We 
v/ere all set, of course, with the speech and I was 
ready to go and confine my remark* to the portrait. 

What will be done now that the first of April 
is here and the mandates of about half of the 
mambere of the Congress have expired none of us 
here are prepared to predict. Until the last 
elections Batista seemed to be quite sure that the 
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Constitutional Assembly had the paver to legislate 
beginning April 1 when the situation would arise 
whiefc has now come. How he feels about that today 
I do not know. The session of the Constitutional 
Assembly which was called for yesterday and which 
was to vote on the question mm to whether the 
mandates of the members whose terms are about to 
expire were to be prolonged did not take place as 
there was one of those convenient "absences of 
quorum"• We now have the situation that about 
half the Congress art out* Whether they will be 
legislated back in some form or whether the rump 
Congress holding over will be given legislative 
powers or whether the Constituent Assembly will be 
found to have legislative powers is 1 B the lap of 
the gods. 

I am naturally deeply disappointed that I did 
not get a settlement of the Publlo Works debt before 
the Congress expired. I lost hope of that last 
week because it was quit* obvious that some of the 
members were holding out for personal advantage. 
Zt is pretty clear that some of them were using 
their vote for the Public Works debt bill as a means 
of trying to get a prolongation of their mandates. 

This will have to be a short letter as I want 
to get it off by the airmail at noon today* I wrote 
a long letter giving some background on March 26 
and sent It to the Secretary* I wrote to the 
Secretary as I was not sure that Mr. Welles would 
he back whea it reached Washington. I sent two 
copies of this letter of March 36 to the Secretary 
to Mr. Welles on March 28 and in my letter to Mr. 
Welles I said that I was sending it In duplicate 
so that he could send a copy to you* 

I also wrote a personal and eonfldeatial note 
to Mr* Welles on March 30 la which X gave further 
background and which I transmitted in duplicate in 
the hope that he would send a copy on to you. I 
hope you have seen these two letters as they will 
supplement somewhat the despatches whieh we have 
forwarded on the Publlo Works debt. 

Now that 
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Now that the Bati3ta-4aenocal paot seems to be 
pretty well accepted there do not seem to be any 
obstacles In my seeing people hers and I hope to 
see Batista, Menocal and Grau during this week. 
I will also try to see some of the Senators who 
have Indicated an interest 1 B seeing me, Xt is too 
bad that I was not able to' see them bof or* but I am 
confident that keeping in mind my future usefulness 
here I would have boen unwise to see any of then 
while this political bargaining was going on. The 
temptation to do so was groat but X am confident 
that anything I might have done up to now would have 
been misunderstood or deliberately misinterpreted, 

I think you will see from my despatches that 
I made the situation very clear to the President 
and to the Secretary of State and I know that they 
talked with the principal people concerned and I 
have no reason to believe that they did not pass on 
faithfully and accurately what X said. They were 
interested in doing so, I know, too, that my 
observations must have reached Batista and Menocal 
for X had several long talks with Dr. Ramos who is, 
of course, in close touch with both* 

Brownsoa, of Purdy av Henderson, came to see me 
on Friday ant said the hearings before Judge Irewster 
would undoubtedly start today - April 1, He was 
informed by Boston that they might get to the Cuban 
end by April 2, I suggested to Brownson that as 
there was still hope of getting something ione on 
this matter this week and as I really believed that 
they realized here the necessity of doing something 
1% woulo be helpful if the hearings before Judge 
Brewster could bo kept as quiet as possible or, at 
least, that there be as little publicity as possible 
on too Cuban end, X am going to do the best X can 
this week but now that the Congress has expired and 
there is such utter uncertainty as to where the 
legislative power will be placet in the interim I am 
uncertain as to what wo can look forward. 

The President, of course, has Indicated that 
in his opinion these Public Works debts must be 
settled and has said as emphatically as anyone can 
to me that he woulft do so before his term expires 

if the 
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If the Congress does not aot» Whether ha ©an actually 
do this through executive action is another question* 

I will not fail to keep in touch with you and X 
will oa glad to have you let rm know whether the 
letter which I wrote to the Secretary on March 86 and 
to Mr, lOlles on March 30 have come to your attention. 

With all good wishes. 

Cordially yours. 

The Ambassador 
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