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Habana, Cuba, 
March 25, 1940. 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

X received in due course your letter of March 9th, 
and appreciate more thaa I can say your writing me and 
giving a* the Indications which you have, which I shall 
keep very fully in Blind, X think your observations are 
very wise and to the point and X shall be governed there
by in what X do here* 

After several weeks at the Hotel Macional we took 
a house la Vedado not far from the hotel. It is the 
home of former President Zayas and is in the Cuban style. 
X ax very happy that we have been able to find so comfortable 
and adequate a house with all the rooms on one floor. This 
latter i» quite important as my wife ieveloped during the 
la3t few month* in Washington some difficulty with her 
knee and she has great difficulty in going up and down 
stairs. Many years ago she put her knee-cap out of joint 
and had some occasional discomfort. About three months 
ago she began to have active difficulty with it and X saw 
the doctors in Washington who say that several loose pieces 
of cartilage have calcified In the knee joint* They give 
me hopes that it will disappear, but there seems to be 
very little in the way Of treatment which they can pre
scribe. In the meantime she has a great deal of difficulty 
in getting about and at times a good deal of pain* Xt 
causes at a good deal of concern. It is the one thing 
which detracts from the full satisfaction we have so far 
had out of our new post and the life here. 

Our Government la, as you know, planning to build 
a residence here for the Ambassador, and we hope to open 
the bids aarly in April. If everything goes well, the 
house should be completed within a year. X do hope that 
when you and Mrs. Wallace are abla to get a chance to have 
a holiday you may be able to make us a visit hero. We would 
lova to see you and X think you would enjoy a few weeks here. 

I do not 

The Honorable Henry Wallace, 
Secretary of Agriculture, 

Washington, D. C. 
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I do not recall whether you have been here or not, but if 
you have not, I can already assure you that you and Mrs. 
Wallace would get a great deal of enjoyment out of a wisit 
here and we would love to have you. Whether we are in our 
present home or in the new one is immaterial for we can make 
you comfortable in either. 

I am going to have my work cut out here. X can already 
tell that it is not going to be a bed of roses in which I 
have landed* That does not appal me in any way, for you know 
I do not shrink from hard work and persistent effort. On the 
other hand, as you know, politics are pretty bad here and the 
politicians worse. I am convinced that geventy-five percent 
of the Cuban people desire a return to Constitutional Govern
ment and wish to do whatever ie necessary to iwestablish their 
credit and financial stability. On the other hand, the politi
cians have such a grasp on the machine that it will be no easy 
thing for the will of the people to assert itself. X am going 
to do what X can and it will take Wary hard and persistent 
effort. It will mean that I will have to see continuously 
all kinds of people and it will be more a process of education 
than anything wise. Whether I am the right person to do it, 
only time can tell, but I am going to make an effort. 

In the meantime, of course, it is imperative that Cuba 
put her house in order and reestablish her credit as well 
as political stability. Really conscientious ateps in that 
direction are being taken. This is why it is so important 
that nothing should happen on our side at home which will 
react unfortunately on developments here. X am confident 
that the policy our Government haw been following Witt regard 
to the maintenance of the sugar quota is wise and X am hoping 
that it will be possible to keep down discussion of the sugar 
bills in Congress and that we may get before the end of the 

session a joint resolution extending the present quotas through 
the calendar year 1941. If we can do this, it will be a real 
contribution and X believe will provide the basis here for 
constructive action* X realize the pressures which our Govern
ment is under, but X am confident that in view of the situation 
at hoaaa and here, and of the general situation, it is advisable 
that we waintain the quotas during the next calendar year. 
I know that you are taking a most helpful attitude in this 
and I am confident that you are proceeding in what is really 
the major public interest. 

As soon aa I get a bit more oriented, I hope to write you 
further about the situation here. X Just wanted to write you 
these lines to tell you that my wife and I miss our Washington 

associations 
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associations even more than we expected we would and she 
joins a* la all good wishes to you and Mrs. Wallace. Hay 
1 ask you to be good enough* when next you see the Bruggemans, 
to give them our very best wishes? I think you know that my 
wife and I are very fond of both of them. 

Cordially and faithfully yours, 

GEORGE S. MESSERSMETH 

GSM:fm. 


