
Extract from letter from H. B. to J.W.-B. - March 29th, 1939. 

"This is the general impression which I found 
in the few days I spent here everywhere. This feeling 
of the necessity of a fight for the life of the British 
Empire has at least instinctively increased everywhere, 
it is, of course, interrupted from time to timetay hopes 
and dreams of something like a miracle, it reminds me 
very much of the same feelings which I had during the 
War at the dawn of a very critical day. This is the 
only way to explain the feeling in official circles. 
Just before the destruction of Czechoslovakia there 
were several very well informed German people in London 
at the time when I came back from the States, two of 
whom came to see me. They saw Vansittart as well and 
gave him all warnings, thus I was extraordinarily sur
prised to hear optimistic statements made by Mr. Chamber
lain three days before the beginning of the break-up 
of ,Qzebhoslovakia, and by sir Samuel Hoare on the eve 
of the new Nazi drive. I cannot refrain from telling 
you that I was at the same time terribly amused by the 
statement which Mr. Chamberlain gave to the press after 
seeing Dr. Ley. He said in this statement that he was 
very happy to have found out in a long conversation with 
Dr. Ley who had always been described to him as one of 
the most Radical Nazis, that the time was ripe for a real 
and lasting understanding with Germany. I can assure 
you the only friend of mine able to cross the border 
under very great difficulties and myself we had a jolly 
evening when we listened in to the British radio and 
heard this atetement by Mr. Chamberlain. It was just 
a few hours after my friend had told me that Dr. Ley's 
career in the Nazi Party is definitely finished as the 
reaction of the whole Nazi Party against his alcoholism, 
bribery, and all the public scandles connected with his 

private life were even too much for the rank and file of 
the Nazi Party! I think the people in the German Embassy 
who prevented Mr. Chamberlain from introducing Mr. Ley to 
the King, an intention which was announced in the British 
and Continental press two days earlier, and who at the 
same time somehow managed to bring Ley to Mr. Chamberlain 
in a completely sober condition deserve to get the Garter I 

Sir Samuel Hoare's speech describing the imminence 
of an eldorado in international trade had of course not the 
same hilarious effect upon me. I really begin to doubt 
if the mind of some Cabinet Ministers here is still well 
balanced. There can-be no doubt that Mr. C. and his 
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close friends were dreaming of having in a very short 
time the famous five Prime Minister Conference which I 
suggested to President Hoover in December 1930 and which 
after six years appears at intervals in the discussion 
like the sea serpents indulge sometimes. 

Well the shock, which public opinion here received 
on the occupation of Bohemia after all these illusions, 
has been a terrible one, but I am afraid even now it is 
not strong enough for some Cabinet Members and the majority 
of the Tories. Lord Hastings and Lord Phillimore in the 
House of Lords yesterday have indicted the Archbishop 
of Canterbury of favouring an alliance between the most 
pious nation and the most Godless nation. Poor Archbishop! 
The day after I came back from Holland I had another lun
cheon party with Gerald Palmer, all young people, among 
them Geoffrey Lloyd which lasted four hours. I had a 
good talk to them. These younger people see the situation, 
but I am afraid do not yet fully realize the extent of 
the dangers. It struck me that you have to rely here 
already fnlly upon the post-war generation, the war genera
tion seem to be, as with us, already out of business al
together. The people in their 30's have to deal only 
with septugenarians, and what is normally between these 
two ages seems to have been killed in the War, or have 
no Influence. Anyhow this time Mrs. Chamberlain has 
not yet received 20,000 telegrams of congratulation, she 
has even not yet said a wordI 

I found out that G. who became ill when he visited 
you more than a year ago at the Farmington Country Club is out 
of Germany since two months, so the cable information which 
his young man mentioned you on the 'phone from Washington 
can be explained in that way, for G. must have been terribly 
mis-informed if he really sent such a cable. Being at 
Brussels at Dannie H.'s house I read the reume of many 
conversations which G. had during the last month with some 
people who carried the essence of these conversations to 
London. It seemed to me that G. was purposely misled like 
many other people by Nazis about the imminent danger for 
Holland Switzerland which he predicted for February. 
The danger of a partial mobilization against Holland 
which was given about Xmas time to me by my friends was 
quite correct. But there have been only cadre manoeuvres 
during that time, i.e. the first week of February. That 
Is to say all officers of five divisions down to the 
batallion commanders had to make tactical exercise all 
along the Dutch border in order to prepare them for action 
later on in the summer. So that everybody knows the 
place from whence he has to start and which road he has 
to take. But In doing" so fairly openly they misled public 
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opinion and the foreign intelligence service, in order to 
get a free hand In the East. 

But this does not mean that the idea of occupying 
the Dutch provinces of Limbourg, Gelderland and Drenthe 
is given up. It Is only postponed. The Dutch Go vernment 
is fully aware of the danger but perhaps not fully aware 
of Its duty in preparation to meet that attack. Undoubtedly 
their rearmament has been speeded up enormously during the 
last four weeks. I drove under the protection of Dr. P. 
from N. to H. where he is living. They are building there 
in nearly every village very strong pill-boxes and tank 
traps near all railway and canal bridges. As I was able 
to ascertain myself they are of a very modern type. On 
the west bank of the Meuse all along the Belgian frontier 
they are constructing nearly every 500 yards pill-boxes. 
Of course the south of Limbourg will be given up in case 
of aggression, only all bridges and roads will be blown up, 
While I was at H. special organisations were formed to 
perform that task and to be ready any moment day or night. 

The control of the roads by the gendarmerie and 
by military patrols Is very strict. All cars are stopped 
nearly every five miles and the names of the occupants and 
the numbers of the cars are taken down. While I was in N. 
all households got a printed leaflet instructing the women 
what and how much they had to lay In store as the Government 
would not be able during a crisis to approvision them. 
People there are slowly transferring their deposits to 
banks in Amsterdam and Rotterdam. It Is really already 
the time of state of war. I had absolutely the impression 
of driving fiuring the last War through the country behind 
the front line a few days before a big attack began. 

I heard in Brussels fnom Van Zeeland that the 
British Government had given a definite promise to come to 
the help of the Dutch in case of aggression. This has 
the effect calming the nerves of the Dutch Government. 
But of course this is all pure illusion. In wsfliting at 
N. I was sitting over the maps. There Is no doubt 8bout 
it that the Nazis can cross the Meuse and reach the Zuider 
Zee in 48 hours if they are willing to do at the risk of 
heavy losses of life. Then there will be a conglomeration 
of people in a small triangle between Amsterdam, Rotterdam 
and Utrecht for which the Dutch Government has not yet 
planned any approvisionment, and has no chance to do so as 
soon as the aggression takes place. That means capitulation. 
The only chance to save Holland would be to bring 25 British 
Divisions the first three days to the Continent, but alas 
they exist only on paper! The French cannot take on 
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themselves to fight for Holland without British aid. It 
seems that that is now realized to a certain extent during 
the last week here in London. But instead of conscription 
they have again decided to make a call to the population 
to enlist for voluntary service, which will again allow 
the Nazis a quick success if they succeed in undermining 
the will of stubborn resistance to their allurements 
on the part of Poland. 

All the Dutch preparations in their Eastern 
Provinces will not have their full effect on account of 
the fact that the Nazis have made enormous progress in 
the last 8 months in undermining the morale of certain 
leading peorole in the administration and the gendarmerie. 
The Burgomaster of the small place where I was staying 
had to be deposed by the Dutch Government some weeks ago 
because he pleaded publicly for the incorporation of his 
town into Germany. He belongs to the low nobility of 
Holland. My friends hed given a warning that a gang 
of 20 Gestapo people had entered Holland a few days before 
I arrived and that they were in close connection with some 
leading people in the gendarmerie and police. This was 
the reason why I had to stay the whole time in my room 
and to try to escape any control on the part of the Dutch 
police. All this I believe will give you an impression 
how the state of Europe is at present/ 

On the other hand if England would really make a 
strong policy and do what Mr. Eden and his friends propose 
to in their motion which they introduced yesterday in the 
House of Commons I believe still to-day that there will 
be no War. The disintegration of the morale of the German 
nation, of the industrial production and of the organization 
of the Army is rapidly making headway. It is nearly im
possible for me to explain why in spite of all these enormous 
successes in foreign policy on the part of the Nazis the de
featism is growing in Germany among all classes of people 
including the Nazi leaders, but I am afraid the policy of 
hesitating and wobbling here and in Prance will go on still 
for some time, thus any prophecy as regards the events of the 
summer and the early autumn can no longer be based upon 
any rational arguments, it might be by accident that the 
preparetions here and in Prance have reached e certain effective 
ness and so the willingness to take risks on the part of the 
Governments of the two countries also just at the moment 
when the Nazis must realize that the disintegration of their 
country has gone too far. It is now a question perhaps of 
only three weeks In connection with such a calculation 
of war or oeace will be before us. 
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Europe is a mad house, but once after the crushing 
of Czechoslovakia the Agence Havas published an advice 
which was not allowel to be printed in the French newspapers 
to the Polish sand Rumanian Governments to range themselves 
with the Nazis as France could not help them in any way. 
Plandin yesterday made a speech in which he said the same, 
and even protested against the new system of security 
wi ich is now discussed between the British Government and 
other Governments. 

All my impressions during these last three weeks 
lead me to the opinion that if this state of mind goes on 
the Nazis might after all succeed in crushing Poland, 
Switzerland and Holland and even more countries #ust fort
night before their automatic breakdown. It was very 
interesting this morning to see that no paper gave the 
information given in the late British news yesterday night 
that France had sent a concentration of troops north of 
Gibraltar and had started to fortify the hills immediately 
opposite the gate of Gibraltar. I wonder if this does not 
mean that he is fooling Great Britain and Prance. If this 
is really so the domination of the Fascist Powers in Europe 
Is established under the supremacy of Hitler. 

If on the other hand the Nazis meet strong resistance 
they will either have to give way or they break down. In 
that case I am afraid nobody will be able to save my poor 
country. The hate here against the German nation is grow
ing enormously, and the hissing of anything German in films 
seems to become nearly a universal practice all over England." 


