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We’d like to give a special thanks to Delaware Division of Libraries  
for supporting the costs related to design of this calendar.

Welcome to Delaware’s 2022 
Legislative Session! KIDS 

COUNT in Delaware is pleased 
to present this daily calendar as a 
resource on the well-being of our 
state’s children.
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KIDS COUNT is a national 
and state-by state initiative. 

Together, our aim is to grow safe, 
healthy, strong communities with 
a wealth of opportunities for all 
our children. The ultimate goal 
of our efforts is to improve the 
lives of the children, youth, and 
families whose well-being is most 
at stake always, but most especially 
in this moment.
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The Delaware Legislative Kids 
Caucus enjoys bipartisan 

support with members from 
both the Senate and House of 
Representatives.



YOUR FAMILY  
IS OUR FAMILY

bayada.com

With a broad range of services and teams of professionals throughout 
Delaware committed to keeping infants and children safe at home and 
school, BAYADA Pediatrics offers:

To Learn More, call 302-322-2300.

•   Private duty nursing in the home and school settings

•   Early intervention services, including speech, physical, and occupational 
therapies and early childhood education 

•   Home nursing visits

Photos taken prior to COVID-19. 
Visit bayada.com/covid19 to learn 
about our highest standards of 
infection prevention.
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Want to connect? Sign up 
for email updates or get 

social with us @dekidscount on 
Facebook, Twitter, or Instagram. 
Or visit our website dekidscount.
org to learn more about our work, 
access data, or read reports.
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When questions arise, we at 
KIDS COUNT in Delaware 

turn to data for answers. The 
online KIDS COUNT Data 
Center tool at datacenter.
kidscount.org offers data on 
education, employment and 
income, poverty, health and 
youth at-risk factors. We invite 
you to discover ways to customize 
the visualizations and join us in 
using the data to make informed 
decisions.



from  
“Erik, Jonathan, 
Isaac and Elijah 

Raser-Schramm”

Data should drive decisions about Delaware’s kids.
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Whether a number, rate, or 
percentage, each statistic 

tells us something different about 
children in Delaware.
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Caution should be exercised 
when attempting to draw 

conclusions from percentages or 
rates which are based on small 
numbers. Delaware and its 
counties can show very large or 
very small percentages as a result 
of only a few events. Therefore, 
KIDS COUNT in Delaware 
encourages you to look at overall 
trends. The key to evaluation of 
statistics is to examine everything 
in context.



datacenter.kidscount.
org

Get more data

In
 S

es
sio

n  
 th

ur
Sd

ay
  2

02
2 January 20

This year, KIDS COUNT in Delaware is highlighting 12 indicators  
which are related to our COVID story, within four categories.

Health and Health Behaviors
Educational Involvement and 

Achievement

Economic Security Family & Community
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The pandemic has illuminated 
flaws in the patchwork of 

infrastructure supports for 
Delaware’s kids and their 
families. COVID-19 has caused 
us to collectively grapple with 
many hard questions: How is 
this history-making pandemic 
affecting our children’s well-being? 
What will the lasting impacts 
be – physical, mental, social, and 
economic – of this virus?
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Starting in March 2020, the 
COVID-19 pandemic has 

been making an impact on 
our lives. Since its arrival in 
Delaware, we have each learned 
a lot about prevention, made 
personal sacrifices, and adopted 
new behaviors in order to limit 
exposure and reduce community 
spread.



™

Receive a FREE book each month by mail for 
children from birth up to their 5th birthday!

DelawareLibraries.org/imagination

FREE Books for Kids!

Sign up 

today!
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COVID has upended not only 
our lives, but also the data that 

we use to reflect on the landscape 
of kids in the state. This year, 
annual trends may not give as 
much insight as monthly trends. 
The pandemic has disrupted 
many data collection processes 
and timelines. In the coming 
years, a number of traditional 
KIDS COUNT measures may be 
missing or interpreted in a new 
context. 
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Prior to the pandemic, child 
well-being data consistently 

showed disparities; we understood 
from data on our children and 
their families that there are 
systemic issues disproportionately 
impacting children in families 
with low income and children of 
color.



Because risk factors such as improper 
sleep surface or unsafe bedding or 
toys are found in all cases of sleep-related 
deaths, continued efforts are being made 
to educate on safe sleep practices and 
provide trainings in partnership with 
the Department of Corrections and all 
birthing hospitals in Delaware.

The Child Death Review Commission’s CDR/SDY 
program reviews all deaths in children 1-17 years of age 
and those deaths under 1 year of age that are sudden and 
unexpected or that may have been due to unsafe sleep, child 
abuse or neglect.

Child Death Review & Sudden Death in the Young
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Now, in the midst of a public 
health crisis, we see how 

devastating these long-standing 
disparities can be on a whole new 
scale. Solutions to this crisis must 
be built on systems that work for 
every Delaware child and their 
family.
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The COVID-19 pandemic and 
recent civil unrest resulting 

from racial injustice have 
intensified the need to re-imagine 
how communities and public 
systems support children and 
families to focus on systemic 
solutions that work for everyone.
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Delaware’s future depends on 
the well-being of our children, 

a population which is becoming 
increasingly diverse each year 
even as it continues to make up 
a smaller percentage of the state’s 
overall population. 
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Not only is Delaware’s child 
population becoming more 

diverse over time, but it looks 
different than the racial and ethnic 
make-up of our total population. 
Race and ethnicity are connected 
to measurable differences in how 
children are understood and 
treated, their life experience, and 
consequently their well-being and 
outcomes. As a state, we must be 
intentional in acting to close the 
continuing health, educational, 
and economic disparities that exist 
between racial and ethnic groups 
in the state, starting with children. 
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Source  Delaware Population Consortium, Population Projection Series 2020.0
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The Changing Face of Delaware’s Children
Children 19 and Under by Race/Hispanic Origin, Delaware
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                 Total	                                            Child

Black
Non-Hispanic

22.2%White
Non-Hispanic

61.3%

 Hispanic
9.7% 

Other
  6.8%

Black
Non-Hispanic

25.8%

White
Non-Hispanic

50.1%

 Hispanic
14.7% 

Other
  9.4%

The Diversity of Delaware’s Youth
by Race/Hispanic Origin,  

Total Population and Children 19 and Under, 2020

Note: �Other (Non-Hispanic) includes individuals of a single race who do not identify 
as “Black” or “White” as well as individuals who identify as multiple races

Source: Delaware Population Consortium, Population Projection Series 2020.0
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Density of Child Population Varies 
Geographically in Delaware

Children Under Age 18 as a Percentage of Total 
Population, Census County Divisions 2015-2019

No Data

10% to 20%

20.0% to 22.9%

23.0% to 24.9%

25.0% to 30%

Key

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 
American Community Survey.
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Throughout our country’s history, 

policies and practices have 
helped move some families along 
the path to economic security 
while putting up roadblocks for 
others. The COVID-19 pandemic 
has exacerbated this divide, 
with more families struggling to 
maintain housing or put food on 
the table as caregivers lost jobs and 
income.
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Announcement of 
Housing Assistance 

Program

BASIC NEEDS
Federal relief 

allocates funds to 
support basic needs; 

increase in state 
efforts to combat 

food insecurity, 
homelessness, and 

overall financial 
uncertainty

HOUSING
Launch of Payroll 

Protection Program; 
distribution begins of 
first set of stimulus 

checks

STIMULUS
Additional federal 

relief includes renewed 
unemployment 

assistance, nutrition 
emphasis, and a 

second set of stimulus 
checks

Expansion of 
unemployment 
eligibility and 
compensation

RELIEF

Employ compassion 
to support those 
hurting the most 

GOALS

ECONOMIC SECURITY TIMELINE

UNEMPLOYMENT 8
8

March  
2020

March  
2020

April 
 2020

May 
2020

December 
2020

next
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overview

BASELINE
DATA

LATEST  
DATA

CHANGE SINCE
BASELINE

Ec
o

n
o

m
ic

 S
ec

ur
it

y

2010-2014 

17.4%
2015-2019

17.5%
Children in Poverty

Percentage of children  
(under 18 years) in poverty

Female Headed Families 
in Poverty

Percentage of Families in 
Poverty with Female Head 
and Children under 18

2010-2014 

37.1%
2015-2019

39.4%

=

X

BETTER WORSE4 X SIMILAR DATA NOT AVAILABLE–=
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overview
BASELINE

DATA
LATEST  
DATA

CHANGE SINCE
BASELINE

Ec
o

n
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m
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2010-2014 

$30,169
$43,796
$95,974

2015-2019

$31,235
$48,642
$106,395

Medium Family Income
Medium income in U.S. dollars 
of Households with Children 
under 18 by family type
• 1 parent, female headed
• 1 parent, male headed
• 2 parent

Poverty Thresholds
Poverty threshold in U.S. dollars 
by size of family and number of 
related children under 18
• 1 parent, 2 child

• 2 parent, 2 child

2015

 $19,096
$24,036

2020

$20,852
$26,246

BETTER WORSE4 X SIMILAR DATA NOT AVAILABLE–=

4

4
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overview
BASELINE

DATA
LATEST  
DATA

CHANGE SINCE
BASELINE

Ec
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2014 

74.3%
2019

71.4%
Home Ownership

Percentage of houses owned by 
occupant

Unemployment

Percentage Unemployed

2015 

4.6%
2020

5.3% X

BETTER WORSE4 X SIMILAR DATA NOT AVAILABLE–=

X
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Secure employment of a caregiver 
can have positive impacts such 

as access to healthcare and financial 
stability, both of which improve 
a child’s overall well-being. When 
a job is lost, unemployment 
insurance provides income to 
eligible workers, helping them 
maintain health insurance, pay 
their bills, and continue purchasing 
goods and services. This helps 
families avoid experiencing 
homelessness and hunger, and helps 
keep many businesses afloat as 
unemployed Delawareans continue 
to contribute to the economy.



Exceptional school nurses, supportive communities,  
and healthy students who are ready to learn

Empowering school nurses through advocacy, community, and leadership
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Delaware

Source: Population Reference Bureau, analysis of U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey

More Than a Quarter of Children Have Parents  
Who Lack Secure Employment 

The Share of All Children Under 18 Living in Families Where No  
Parent Has Regular, Full-Time Employment, U.S. and Delaware
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More Than Half of Adults Living in Households with Children Lost 

Employment between March 13, 2020 and December 21, 2020 
Employment & income status during pandemic in Delaware, Nov 25-Dec 21

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

Adults living in households 
with children who lost 

employment since 
March 13, 2020 

Adults living in households 
with children who were 

employed in the past week  

Adults living in household 
with children who have 
little or no confidence 

in their ability to pay their 
next rent or mortgage 

payment on time  

56%

64%

54% 56%
50%

61%

27% 26% 27%

Total African American White (non-Hispanic)

Sources: Delaware Department of Labor and U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics
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Unemployment Spiked to a High of 15.9% for Delaware  
in Response to Pandemic Related Business Closings 

Percent Unemployed by Month, U.S. and Delaware
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Source: Delaware Department of Labor and U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics
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The expansions of 
Unemployment Insurance 

(UI) eligibility and aid that 
were introduced during the 
early months of COVID-19 
are important, but they were 
temporary relief measures for a 
system that has not kept pace with 
changes in the economy or labor 
markets and is long overdue for 
reform.
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The link between food security 
and health is well established. 

Not surprisingly, lack of income 
has been identified as one of the 
biggest contributors to whether 
a household can meet these basic 
nutritional needs. Food insecure 
families can not afford to stock 
up to weather a crisis or minimize 
shopping trips to comply with 
social distancing guidance. 
COVID-related job losses, 
increased food prices, and supply 
interruptions all acted to increase 
food insecurity for Delaware’s 
children and families.



The Sussex County Health 
Coalition exists to engage 
the entire community in 
collaborative family-focused 
effort to 

improve the health of 
children, youth and 
families in Sussex County, 
Delaware.

SussexCoalition.org

Membership is FREE
•  6 committees meeting 

monthly via Zoom

•  Early Learning Action Team

•  Youth Engagement Serving 
Organization

•  Health Committee

•  Economic Mobility Task Force

•  Behavioral Health Task Group

•  Drug Free Communities
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1 in 5 Delaware Children Experienced  
Hunger Pre-Pandemic

Food insecurity, Delaware and Counties, 2018

Source: Feeding America analysis of Current Population Survey data on food insecure households and 
survey data by the American Community Survey (ACS) on household income, unemployment, poverty, 
race & ethnicity, and homeownership.
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Curiosity is the foundation for lifelong 
learning. Use this journal to record 
your child’s questions, the steps to find 
answers, and more!  

For tips and tricks on journaling, visit:
guides.lib.de.us/unleash

Download a copy or request one from your  
Delaware Public Library!
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Food Bank of Delaware Fills Need 

During COVID-19 Pandemic

2,737,517 
Pounds of 

Food to:

35,799 households at
27 mass drive-thru 
distributions

15,021,552 Pounds of Food Distributed via
Mobile 

Pantries
Community 

Food Pantries
On-Site 
Pantries

28,185 visits 
to on-site 
pantries

Food Bank and pantry data March thru December 2020

Source: Food Bank of Delaware
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Many Students Rely on Schools for  
Nutritious Meals

Public School Feeding Program Food 
Distribution Sites by Zip Code — January 2021

Source: Delaware Department of Education
Note: Data reflects feeding program as of January 
2021. This map is updated regularly online. Families 
can visit any of the meal sites. Children do not need 
to be present. The site does not need to be in your 
home district or at the school your student attends.
https://www.doe.k12.de.us/page/4237

No Data

1-3

4 to 7

8 to 29

30 to 60

Key
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Because food security is 
inextricably linked with 

financial security, we need to 
enable families to meet all of their 
basic household needs. In addition 
to ensuring food affordability and 
access on the demand side, state 
policy should also address the 
supply side by strengthening food 
systems.
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MMR case reviews indicate that 

Lack of Patient Advocacy <> Discrimination
	                                   are recurring themes...

• Sometimes women feel unheard by providers
• Their symptoms may be minimized or dismissed
• They may feel disempowered when making a difficult decision

Maternal Mortality Review

Doulas are non-clinical professionals who provide physical, 
emotional and informational support to mothers before, during 
and after childbirth, including continuous labor support.1 They have 
been shown to improve outcomes for mothers such as better birth 
experiences and fewer C-section deliveries.

Supporting Medicaid reimbursement for doulas services
could help empower women to ask questions, get the information they 
need and feel supported in their labor & delivery.

1DONA International. What is a doula? Available at: https://www.dona.org/what-is-a-doula/

The Child Death Review Commission reviews all deaths of 
women that occur during pregnancy and up to 1 year after the end of 
pregnancy, irrespective of cause, to learn what is contributing to these 
deaths and what can be done to improbe systems of card.
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Increasingly, single parents 

(typically single mothers) 
are the primary caregiver 
in Delaware families. 
For many women, the 
COVID-19 crisis magnified 
challenges, barriers, and 
inequalities they already 
grapple with on a daily 
basis such as access to 
livable wage jobs with 
benefits and navigating 
mismatched school and 
work schedules. 



HEAD START
& EARLY HEAD START

HEALTH
We provide medical,
dental, nutritional, and
developmental and
wellness services.

We help children grow
socially, emotionally, and
intellectually using fun
learning experiences.

EARLY EDUCATION
We engage families with
leadership opportunities,
program planning and
volunteer roles.

PARENT ENGAGEMENT

FAMILY SUPPORT
We connect families to
resources and supports
that help everyone stay
healthy and thriving.

cffde.org/headstart
LEARN MORE:

13 conveniently located centers in Kent & Sussex

Dover | Harrington | Symrna | Milford | Georgetown
Milton |  Bridgeville | Seaford | Laurel | Selbyville
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More Than a Quarter of Delaware 
Families With Children Are Headed 

by a Single Mother  
Single-Mother Headed Households as a 

Percentage of Households with Children by 
Census County Divisions for 2015-2019 

Source: 
U.S. Census Bureau,  
American Community Survey

No Data
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About 35,000 Delaware Children Were  

Living in Poverty Pre-Pandemic
Percent of Children Under 18 Years in Poverty, Delaware and Counties
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Parenting Education and Family Support
Strengthening Our Communities One Family at A Time

For a complete list of our services, visit www.childinc.com
Serving Delaware’s Children & Families since 1963
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Source: Population Reference Bureau analysis of the U.S. Census Bureau, Household Pulse Survey, 2020

Half of Delaware 
Families Struggled 

With Expenses 
During COVID-19
Percent of Adults Living in 

Households with Children who 
had Difficulty Paying for Usual 

Household Expenses in the 
Past Week by Race/Ethnicity in 

Delaware, Nov 25-Dec 21
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Women are more likely than 
men to be single parents, but 

even in families with both parents 
working full time, women are far 
more likely than men to manage 
schedules and activities and to take 
care of children who become sick. 
As such, we need to advocate for 
long-term solutions.
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Quality education is essential to a child’s success and to our state’s competitiveness. 
Children need a strong and healthy beginning to more easily stay on track 

to remain in school and graduate on time, pursue training or post-secondary 
education, and successfully transition to adulthood. 

Delaware Early 
Childhood Council 
is established by 
executive order and 
codified into law six 
years later

1965	 2001	 2009	 2011	 2012	 next

HEAD START
A federally funded 
school readiness 
program – Head 
Start – is created 
rooted in the idea 
that parents are 
their child’s most 
important teachers; 
in Delaware ECAP 
expanded the 
state’s capacity to 
serve low-income 
children in 1994

DELAWARE 
EARLY  
CHILDHOOD 
COUNCIL Delaware Stars 

for Early Success 
(STARS) – the 
state’s voluntary 
quality rating and 
improvement system 
(QRIS) – is codified 
into law

STARS Office of Early 
Learning (OEL) 
is established 
to coordinate 
work of multiple 
departments in 
Delaware involved 
with early care and 
education system 

State funding 
for the QRIS is 
first approved, 
linking purchase 
of care (POC) 
reimbursement rate 
to STARS rating 
and providing 
financial incentive 
to providers with 
higher quality 
ratings

OEL
Implementation of 
next steps toward 
a comprehensive, 
sustainable early 
childhood system 
that serves all 
Delaware children 
based on strategic 
plan

GOALS

QRIS

8
8

EARLY CARE AND EDUCATION TIMELINE
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Implementation of 
childcare enhanced 
reimbursement with 

call to consider 
funding method 
as a permanent 

infrastructure support

SUPPORT
Federal funding 
is awarded to 

enhance Early Care 
and K12 systems 
for strength and 
quality; student 

assessment waiver 
approved for 2020

EARLY CARE 
FUNDING

School reopening 
guidance shared; 
K-12 schools open 
in various formats: 
virtual, hybrid, and 

in-person

K12 PLAN
Approval for high 
school sports to 
commence and 

recommendations 
made for citizens to 

stay active

Efforts to expand 
internet access 
and distribute 

hardware combat 
technology barriers 
faced by households 

statewide

PHYSICAL  
ACTIVITY Utilize creative, 

nonpunitive 
approaches 

to strengthen 
communities of 

students, including 
disconnected youth

GOALS

EDUCATIONAL INVOLVEMENT & ACHIEVEMENT TIMELINE

REMOTE 
ACCESS

8
8

March  
2020

April 
2020

August 
2020

September 
2020

October 
2020

next
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What if your child’s healthcare 
provider had as much 
imagination as your child?

We’re on a journey to discover 
better ways of approaching children’s 
health. Putting as much focus on 
prevention as cures and working 
hand in hand with the community 
to make every child’s world a place 
for them to thrive. Beyond the 
expected. Beyond limits. Leading to 
the healthiest generations of children 
who ever lived.

Well Beyond Medicine
Go well beyond at 
Nemours.org/Beyond
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overview

BASELINE
DATA

LATEST  
DATA

CHANGE SINCE
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2016 

50,028
2020

50,117
Available child care* 
Number of licensed child care  
slots

School Enrollment
Number of Students Enrolled in 
Public and Non-Public School

• Public School

• Home School

• Private School

• Total

2015-2016 

136,602
2,456 
17,751 

155,599

2019-2020

140,849 
4,950 
15,829 

161,628

=

BETTER WORSE4 X SIMILAR DATA NOT AVAILABLE–=

=

* �Capacity does not necessarily reflect actual enrollment.
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BASELINE
DATA

LATEST  
DATA

CHANGE SINCE
BASELINE
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2015/2016 

1.4%
2019/2020

1.3%
High School Dropouts 
As a Percentage of Enrolled 
Public High School Students 
in a Given Year

Disconnected Youth

Percentage of Teens (16-19) 
Not Attending School and 
Not Working

2014-2015 

3.7%
2015-2019

2.9%

=

BETTER WORSE4 X SIMILAR DATA NOT AVAILABLE–=

=
4
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overview
BASELINE

DATA
LATEST  
DATA

CHANGE SINCE
BASELINE
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A
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2015/2016  
58.3%

2019/2020

NA
3rd Grade Reading 
Proficiency** 
Percentage of Delaware Third 
Graders Meeting the Standard 
in Reading

8th Grade Math 
Proficiency**
Percentage of Delaware Eighth 
Graders Meeting the Standard 
in Math

2015-2016 

37.7%
2019-2020

NA

-

BETTER WORSE4 X SIMILAR DATA NOT AVAILABLE–=

=

** �Due to social distancing and remote learning instituted during the COVID-19 pandemic, Delaware schools were 
granted a waiver by the U.S. Department of Education that excused all students from statewide standardized 
testing requirements for the 2019-2020 school year.

-
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The U.S. educational system was 
not built to deal with extended 

shutdowns like those imposed by 
the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
coronavirus threatens to widen 
the disparities in educational 
outcomes - by income and race/
ethnicity - which have long-
plagued our system.
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Delaware’s Public School System Educates the 

Majority of Delaware’s Children
Percent of students enrolled by school type in Delaware, 

2020/21

Private
Schools

10%

Public Schools
   87%

Home 
Schools

3%

Source: Delaware Department of Education



Free Books for Children!

™

Track with Beanstack!Capture Questions!Get a Library Card!

Attend Story Times!

Delaware Libraries Services

Pre-K!Just 
for
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Low-Income

18/
19

34.9%

60.1%

Students From 
Low-Income 
Families Have 
Lower Proficiency 
Levels for 3rd 
Grade Reading 
than Peers
Third Grade Reading 
Proficiency by Family 
Income, Delaware 
System of Student 
Assessments (DeSSA) 

Source: Delaware Department of Education
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Disparities by 
Race/Ethnicity  
Exist for 11th 
Grade  
Math 
Proficiency
Eleventh Grade  
Math Proficiency by 
Race/Ethnicity,  
Delaware System  
of Student 
Assessments  
(DeSSA)
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Educators must address learning 
loss due to instruction disruption 

and combat any potential increase 
in dropouts without access to 
supports that keep at-risk students 
engaged. Students also bring with 
them mental health concerns: 
increased isolation as well as 
anxiety over family health and job 
security compounded with reduced 
opportunities for connections with 
caring adults in academic, sport, or 
other extracurricular settings that 
can impact academic performance 
and general levels of engagement.
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Teenagers - especially those 
who are neither in school nor 

working - may face difficulties 
transitioning from youth to adult 
society. Such detachment puts 
youth at increased risk for having 
lower earnings and a less stable 
employment history than their 
peers who stayed in school or 
secured jobs.
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Five-Year Periods
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Disconnected 
Youth Are at 
Risk for Poor 
Outcomes
Percentage of 
teens 16-19 not 
graduated, not 
enrolled, and not 
working – U.S. and 
Delaware

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey



JOIN THE MOVEMENT
delawaregoespurple.org

 Stay tuned 
for our event in 
Spring 2022!
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Racial/Ethnic Disparities Persist for Delaware  

High School Dropouts
Public high school dropouts by race/ethnicity for Delaware  

2019/20 school year

Source:	 Delaware Department of Education
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2 March 24 Trend of Fewer Delaware High 
School Dropouts Continues

So
ur

ce
: D

el
aw

ar
e 

D
ep

ar
tm

en
t 

of
 E

du
ca

tio
n

School Years

14/
15

15/
16

05/
06

06/
07

07/
08

09/08/
10

11/10/
12

12/
13

13/
141109

04/
05

18/
19

20/
21

03/
04

Black
Hispanic

White/Other

Hispanic: 1.8

Delaware All Delaware: 

Black: 1.5

White/Other: 1.1

1.3
16/
17

17/
18

13

12

11

10

9

8

7

6

5

4

3

2

1

0Pe
rc

en
ta

ge
 o

f 
St

ud
en

ts
 w

ho
 D

ro
pp

ed
 O

ut
 o

f 
A

ll 
St

ud
en

ts

Delaware Public High School Dropouts Grades 9-12 by Race/Ethnicity



datacenter.kidscount.
org

Get more data

  f
rid

ay
  2

02
2 March 25

Public leaders can support 
students with the greatest 

barriers to education by starting 
with improved data systems. 
Understanding the scope and 
scale of youth disconnect related 
to COVID-19 includes systemic 
collection of attendance data. 
Thorough follow-up with students 
missing from the educational 
realm since spring 2020 should 
be matched with non-punitive re-
engagement strategies that address 
unmet student needs.
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Changing demographics, social 
trends and economic necessities 

of the last several decades have 
made early care and education 
a commonplace need for young 
families in Delaware. The 
COVID-19 pandemic further 
underscored that the early care 
and education system helps keep 
Delaware’s economic engine 
running. 
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Source: 
Delaware Department of 
Services for Children, Youth and 
Their Families

Capacity of Early Care and 
Education System Varies 

Geographically in Delaware
Early care and education program 

capacity by zip code - 2020

No Data

9 to 315

316 to 934

935 to1,884

1,885 to 3,629
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When properly working, 
Delaware’s early care 

and education system ensures 
that employers have a robust, 
stable workforce from which to 
draw talent; allows parents the 
opportunity to earn an income 
to support their families while 
knowing their children are safe 
and cared for; and provides 
children to reap benefits from 
positive nurturing relationships 
with stable early care and 
education providers. 



Reading BrightStart!’s mission is to promote reading success and prevent reading 
failure for all children. Through innovative programs, research, advocacy and 
partnerships, we design and implement unique and highly effective tools and 
training that consistently yield life-changing results.

Putting kids on  
the road to  
reading success.

Well Beyond Medicine Visit ReadingBrightStart.org to learn more.
©2021. The Nemours Foundation. ®Nemours Children’s Health is a registered trademark of The Nemours Foundation. J8035 (11/21)
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High Quality Early Care Has Been  

Linked to Lifelong Positive Impacts
Early care and education programs in Delaware by  

quality rating, Delaware Stars for Early Success
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Source: �The Delaware Institute for Excellence in Early 
Childhood, University of Delaware
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As we grapple with the 
consequences of COVID-19 

and knowing the economic impact 
on our early care system, questions 
of availability, quality, and 
affordability of early care are more 
important than ever.
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Children need 
strong families and 

communities around 
them to thrive. For 
the community to 
be healthy, everyone 
must have access 
to basic needs like 
health care, shelter, 
and nutritious food. 
We help families 
and protect our 
communities when 
we make choices to 
meet basic needs.
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It’s never too early to read to children!

Age Days x 1 book 
per day

x 4 books per day  
(20 to 30 minutes)

Birth to 1 365 365 1,460
2 365 730 2,920
3 365 1,095 4,380
4 365 1,460 5,840
5 365 1,825 7,300
5 Year Total 1,825 1,825 7,300

What if you read 4 picture books a day
with your child in the first 5 years?

My FirstDelawareLibrary  card
delawarelibraries.org

From Birth to 5 Years Old

delawarelibraries.org/librarycard
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Federal action 
establishes a 120-

day moratorium for 
evictions based on 

non-payment of rent 
for certain covered 

properties

TELEHEALTH
Heightened use 

of telehealth 
combined with 

waivers for 
substance use 
management 
medicine pre-

dispensing allows 
patients to 

maintain continuity 
of treatment

EVICTION  
MORATORIUM Innovative methods 

implemented by 
many groups to 

detect unrecognized 
child abuse/neglect 

while mandated 
reporters interactions 

are decreased

CHILD ABUSE 
PREVENTION

Recognition of basic 
need assistance 

and other supports 
vital to young adult 

independence 
emerge

Dialogues focus 
on emotional and 

physical well-being 
as well as link to 
substance use 

during pandemic

YOUNG  
ADULTS

Racial equity 
impact analysis 

is fundamental to 
policy and program 
formation so that 
all children have 
opportunity for 

success

GOALS

FAMILY & COMMUNITY TIMELINE

SUBSTANCE 
USE

8
8

March  
2020

March  
2020

April 2020 July 
2020

December 
2020

next
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overview

BASELINE
DATA

LATEST  
DATA

CHANGE SINCE
BASELINE

2010-2014 

12.4
2015-19

7.9
Teen Births 
Live Births to 15-17 year old 
females per 1,000 15-17 year old 
females

Children in One-Parent 
Families
Percentage of children (under 18 
years) in one-parent families

2010-2014 

36.2%

2015-2019

37.4%
=

BETTER UNKNOWN4 SIMILAR DATA NOT AVAILABLE–=Fa
m
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y 

& 
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m
m
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overview
BASELINE

DATA
LATEST  
DATA

CHANGE SINCE
BASELINE

2015 

8,909
1,178

2020

7,501
863

Child Abuse/Neglect 
Number of Accepted Reports & 
Substantiated Claims

• Accepted

• Substantiated

Births to Single Mothers
Percentage of Live Births to 
Single Mothers

2010-2014 

47.4%
2015-2019

46.7% =

BETTER UNKNOWN4 SIMILAR DATA NOT AVAILABLE–=Fa
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overview
BASELINE

DATA
LATEST  
DATA

CHANGE SINCE
BASELINE

2014 

7.4
2019

5.9
Juvenile Violent Crime 
Arrests 
Per 1,000 Children ages 10-17

Substance Use*
Percentage of 11th grade students 
reporting substance use in the past 
month

• Cigarettes

• Alcohol

• Marijuana

2015 

7%
30%
22%

2020

N/A
N/A
N/A

BETTER UNKNOWN4 SIMILAR DATA NOT AVAILABLE–=Fa
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y 

& 
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m
m
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y

?

4

–

* �Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the data collection for the Delaware School Survey was temporarily 
suspended. This suspension has resulted in a gap in Delaware School Survey data for the 2020 survey year. 
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Decades of scientific research 
show that experiences in the 

early years of a child’s life play 
a crucial role in building the 
architecture of the developing 
brain, and also in programming an 
individual’s biology to be prepared 
for the world that awaits.
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181716151413121110 19 2007 08 09

Number of Substantiated 
Cases in Delaware

863

Child Abuse and Neglect Has Long Been Recognized  
as an Adverse Childhood Experience (ACE)

Child Abuse and Neglect, Number of Substantiated Cases, Delaware 

Source: Delaware Department of Services for Children, Youth and Their Families



Be a voice for Delaware's abused
and neglected children

Learn More and Apply Today at 
courts.delaware.gov/childadvocate/casa
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Source: Delaware Department of Services for Children, Youth and Their Families

Neglect
48.6%

Abuse
(except sexual)

25.6%

Sexual
Abuse

 13.4%
Dependency

12.3%

Abuse and Neglect Can Have Far Reaching Effects  
for Youth and Their Communities

Child abuse and neglect by type, Delaware, 2020
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Fewer Domestic Violence Injuries Over Time
Domestic violence injuries by fiscal year, Delaware
D
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Source: Domestic Violence Coordinating Council, Department of Public Safety, Division of 
State Police
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Stressful early life experiences 
can permanently impact a 

number of our children’s brain and 
biological systems, increasing the 
risk for both learning difficulties 
and lifelong health problems. 
Equally important, nurturing 
relationships with adults can 
serve as powerful buffers to 
counterbalance the effects of 
adversity during these critical 
years. 
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Youth and young adults are the 
drivers of tomorrow’s economy. 

In a very short time, they will be the 
parents, workers, volunteers, leaders, 
and change-makers determining 
the social and economic vitality 
of Delaware. As such, they need 
the educational and training 
opportunities that prepare them 
for today’s workforce, permanent 
connections with caring adults and 
mentors who promote their growth 
and well-being, and knowledge and 
tools to keep more of what they earn 
and save for the future. 



CFFDE.ORG
800-220-3092

Our name is our promise. A promise we have proudly
kept for more than 137 years. We listen, respect, and

work along side you - helping you overcome
challenges, gain opportunities, and thrive.

 

Our programs support:
Healthy Babies | New Moms | Teens | Early Care and Education |

Foster Care | Adoption | Positive Parenting | Community
Schools |  Trauma Intervention | Family Resources
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Adults Without a High School 
Diploma Earn Less on Average 

Than Peers With More Education
Percent of People Over Age 25 Who are Without 
a High School Diploma or GED by Census County 

Divisions, 2015-2019

No Data

0% to 7.9%

8.0% to 12.9%

13.0% to 15.9%

16.0% to 25%

Key

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 
American Community Survey
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Source: http://trends.collegeboard.org/ 

A Bachelor’s Degree in Delaware Costs an  
Average of $54,400 in Tuition Alone

Annual of College Tuition, Delaware and Region 2019/20
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50

US: 49%

DE: 51%

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
45

55

Pre-Pandemic, About Half of Young Adults  
Sought Higher Education

Young adults ages 18 to 24 who are enrolled in or have  
completed college, U.S. and Delaware

Source: Population Reference Bureau, analysis of data from the U.S. Census Bureau, Census American 
Community Survey
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COVID-19 has created new 
barriers to obtaining a college 

degree for current and prospective 
students, hitting those from 
low-income families the hardest. 
For youth and young adults 
that chose another path, there 
are also concerns. Because early 
job opportunities as teenagers 
and young adults are a critical 
launch pad to further education 
and higher lifetime income, 
disadvantages increase for those 
starting their careers in a time 
when adult work remains the 
priority for relief and recovery.
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The health and well-being of 
adolescents is endangered by 

alcohol and drug use. Common 
social and environmental risk 
factors such as poor education, 
family-related stress, and exposure 
to substance-abusing peers 
have been shown to contribute 
significantly to use of drugs and 
alcohol.



The pandemic has 
shaken families.

You’re not alone.

NAMI Delaware 
can help.

•  1 in 4 children show 
symptoms of depression

•  1 in 5 children experience 
anxiety symptoms

namidelaware.org
National Alliance on Mental Illness

NAMI Family Ad 120221.indd   1NAMI Family Ad 120221.indd   1 12/3/2021   11:25:15 AM12/3/2021   11:25:15 AM
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Less Than One in Ten Delaware 8th Graders Reported Using 
Alcohol or Marijuana Pre-Pandemic

Past 30 day use of alcohol and marijuana, Delaware 8th graders

Source: Delaware School Survey, Center for Drug and Health Studies, University of Delaware 
http://www.cdc.gov/healthyyouth/data/yrbs/pdf/trends/us_drug_trend_yrbs.pdf  
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About One-Quarter of Delaware 11th Graders  
Reported Using Alcohol or Marijuana Pre-Pandemic
Past 30 day use of alcohol and marijuana Delaware 11th Graders

Source: Delaware School Survey, Center for Drug and Health Studies, University of Delaware 
http://www.cdc.gov/healthyyouth/data/yrbs/pdf/trends/us_drug_trend_yrbs.pdf  
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Understanding Which Groups of Students are Most Likely  

to Drink Alcohol Will Help Target Prevention Efforts
Percentage of Delaware high school students grades 9-12 that drank  

alcohol in the past 30 days in 2017

Source: CDC Youth Risk Behavior Survey, Center for Drug and Health Studies, University of Delaware 
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Periods of transition, and 
the new challenges and 

environments that often come 
with these transitional times in 
young people’s lives, are considered 
especially high-risk periods for 
substance use. COVID-19 has 
come with its own challenges, 
environments, and transitions. 
Strategies to combat these stressors 
may include psychological and 
emotional support, drug and 
alcohol education initiatives, or 
comprehensive intervention. 
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The health of a community 
begins with its children. 

COVID-19 is an extreme 
reminder that we are all 
interconnected - that the health 
of our children, families, and 
communities depends on the 
health of the person next to us and 
the person next to them. 



datacenter.kidscount.
org

Get more data

In
 S

es
sio

n  
 Tu

es
da

y  
20

22 may 3

Plans unveiled to 
start contact tracing, 
Delaware National 
Guard joins effort

TESTING
Statewide 

testing strategy 
implemented which 

becomes more 
robust over time, 
including tracking 

and hotspot 
analysis

CONTACT 
TRACING Recommendation 

made for children in 
kindergarten and  

above to wear 
facemasks

FACEMASKS

Delaware exceeds  
1,000 deaths from 

COVID-19; changes in 
federal leadership  

re-introduce a  
nationally coordinated 
approach to managing 

the pandemic
Launch of COVID  

Alert Delaware App

DEATHS

Set and enforce 
data-driven policies 

to save lives and 
protect well-being

GOALS

HEALTH & HEALTH BEHAVIORS TIMELINE

MOBILE APP

8
8

April  
2020

May  
2020

August 
2020

September 
2020

January 
2021

next

1,000
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overview

BASELINE
DATA

LATEST  
DATA

CHANGE SINCE
BASELINE

2010-2014 

8.5%
2015-19

9.1%
Low Birth Weight Births 
(<2500 grams) 
As a Percentage of Live Births

Very Low Birth Weight 
Births

(<1500 grams) 
As a Percentage of Live Births

2010-2014 

1.8%

2015-2019

1.8%
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BETTER WORSE4 X SIMILAR DATA NOT AVAILABLE–=



Fetal & Infant Mortality Review
The Child Death Review Commission reviews a substantial 
proportion of all the stillbirths and infant deaths that occur in 
Delaware each year to learn how to improve the systems of care 

for women & children.

44% 44%14%

Evidence-Based Home Visiting
Insurance reimbursement for

will increase access to these services which have been 
shown to improve maternal, infant & child outcomes

However no FIMR mothers were enrolled in home visiting programs1

1Based on findings from FIMR cases reviewed in 2020

of mothers may have 
been eligible for home 

visiting services

of mothers were 
appropriately referred 

for home visiting

of women experienced 
multiple stressors during 

pregnancy
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overview
BASELINE

DATA
LATEST  
DATA

CHANGE SINCE
BASELINE

2009-2013 

7.7
2014-18

7.3
Infant Mortality 
Deaths of Infants Less than  
1 Year Old per 1,000 Live Births

Children Without  
Health Insurance

Percentage of Children  
0-17 years old without  
Health Insurance

2013-2015 

6.7%

2018-2020

5.8%
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overview
BASELINE

DATA
LATEST  
DATA

CHANGE SINCE
BASELINE

2009-2013 

16.1
2014-2018

15.6
Child Death 
Per 100,000 Children 
1-14 years old

Teen deaths by Accident, 
Homicide and Suicide

Per 100,000 Teens 
15-19 years old

2009-2013 

40.0

2014-2018

38.9
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Health care - including coverage, 
access, and utilization - is 

critically important for children, 
especially in the first years of 
life. Medicaid and the Children’s 
Health Insurance Program 
(CHIP) play a crucial role in 
providing coverage for uninsured 
youth. Medicaid/CHIP are 
especially important during a 
public health crisis such as the 
coronavirus pandemic, which has 
had a disproportionate impact on 
communities of color.
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Fewer Children Lack Health Insurance

Children Ages 0-17 Without Health Insurance, U.S. and Delaware 

Source: Current Population Survey 2016-2018 and prior provided by Center for 
Applied Demography and Survey Research 2017-2019 and future provided by 
Center for Community Research and Service, University of Delaware 
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Medicaid/CHIP Enrollment Spiked 
at Start of COVID-19 Pandemic 

Delaware Medicaid/CHIP Monthly Enrollment for Children age 0-18 

Source: Center for Community Research & Service, produced from 
data from the data.Medicaid.gov monthly enrollment
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Total        African American       White
     (non-Hispanic)

36
31

42

COVID-19 Delayed Medical Care in 
One-Third of Households with Children

Adults living in households with children who delayed getting  
medical care because of the coronavirus pandemic,  

Delaware by race, Nov 25-Dec 21

Source: Population Reference Bureau analysis of the U.S. Census Bureau, 
Household Pulse Survey, 2020
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While COVID-19 has increased 
Medicaid/CHIP enrollment, 

health insurance alone does not 
solve all health-related issues for 
children. Whether due to a lack of 
insurance, low accessibility to care, 
or an interest to limit contact with 
the outside world, families have 
made decisions not to get the care 
they need.



datacenter.kidscount.
org

Get more data

  s
at

ur
da

y  
20

22 may 14



datacenter.kidscount.
org

Get more data

  s
un

da
y  

20
22 may 15



datacenter.kidscount.
org

Get more data

  m
on

da
y  

20
22 may 16

The health of the whole 
community is protected when 

we ensure that our children are 
immunized. Diseases that once 
spread quickly and affected 
thousands of children and adults 
are now largely contained by 
vaccines. Child vaccination is 
one of the most cost-effective 
preventative health measures.



from  
“Erik, Jonathan, 
Isaac and Elijah 

Raser-Schramm”

Good policy making starts with data.
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Three Quarters of Delaware Children Were  
Up To Date on Vaccines Prior to COVID-19

Vaccination coverage with selected individual vaccines and a combined  
vaccine series by age 24 months among children born 2016-2017,  

U.S. and Delaware

Source: Delaware Division of Health- Immunization and Vaccines for Children 
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The Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) and 

the American Academy of 
Pediatrics (AAP) recommend 
every child continue to receive 
routine vaccinations during the 
COVID-19 outbreak. However, 
in May 2020 the CDC released a 
report showing a drop in routine 
childhood vaccinations as a result 
of families staying home. 
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Three out of Five Delaware Adolescents are  
Protected from HPV

Immunization HPV series completion, Ages 13-17 by gender, Delaware

Source: Delaware Division of Health- Immunization and Vaccines for Children 
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We know that worldwide, 
previous viral outbreaks 

have shown that when healthcare 
systems are overwhelmed, deaths 
from vaccine-preventable and 
treatable conditions can also 
increase dramatically.
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Prior to the coronavirus pandemic, national data showed a decades-long rise 
in the childhood obesity rate. Research also shows that childhood obesity is a 

powerful predictor of obesity in adulthood.



 

GET CARE TODAY 
Convenient Care, Close to Home

LEWES
424 Savannah Road, 19958

SOUTH COASTAL
32750 Roxana Rd, Frankford, 19945

Reserve your spot for walk-in at  
any location!

Visit www.beebehealthcare.org/online-
scheduling to reserve your spot or to 
learn more. Walk-ins always welcome!

WALK-IN CARE CENTERS

EMERGENCY DEPARTMENTS

With locations throughout Sussex county, whether you’re heading to work, vacationing or just visiting for 
the day, Beebe’s Walk-In Care centers and emergency departments are here—For You, Near You and With You.

GEORGETOWN
21635 Biden Avenue, 19947
302-856-9729

MILLSBORO
28538 Dupont Boulevard, 19966
302-934-5052

MILLVILLE
32550 Docs Place, 19967
302-541-4175

REHOBOTH BEACH
18947 John J Williams Highway, 19971
302-645-3010

In case of emergency, Beebe has two 
convenient locations in Sussex County. 

If you are experiencing a health emergency, call 9-1-1.Oncology Services

Learn more about our Walk-In and ER locations at  
beebehealthcare.org/walk-in
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Source: National Survey of Children’s Health, Child and Adolescent Health Measurement Initiative, 
Data Resource Center of Child and Adolescent Health

Almost One Third of Delaware Adolescents were  
Overweight or Obese Prior to Pandemic

Delaware, 2018-19 

Weight status of Delaware 
children 10–17 based on 

Body Mass Index

Underweight

Healthy weight

60.5%

8.9%

Overweight or Obese

30.6%
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Prior to COVID-19, One in Five Delaware  

Teens Were Sedentary
Number of days per week that Delaware students in grades 9-12  

participate in strenuous physical activity, 2017

9–12TH GRADERS

0 days
17%

1-2 days
   16%

3-4 days
24%

5 days
43%

Source:  CDC Youth Risk Behavior Survey, Center for Drug and Health Studies, University of Delaware
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Majority of Teens Actively Trying to Change Their Weight
Delaware students in grades 9-12 were asked: which of the  

following are you trying to do about your weight?  
2017

FEMALES MALES

Source: CDC Youth Risk Behavior Survey, Center for Drug and Health Studies, University of Delaware

Lose weight

35%

Stay 
same weight

18%

Not trying
anything

19%

Gain weight

28%

Lose weight

60% Stay same 
weight

14%

Not trying
anything
15%

Gain
weight
11%

Lose weight

35%

Stay 
same weight

18%

Not trying
anything

19%

Gain weight

28%

Lose weight

60% Stay same 
weight

14%

Not trying
anything
15%

Gain
weight
11%
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When schools serve nutritious 
foods and invest time 

in physical education and 
extracurricular activities, they 
become learning environments 
that shape strong minds 
and bodies for a lifetime. 
Neighborhood amenities, such 
as parks, recreation centers, 
sidewalks, and libraries make it 
safer for children to engage in 
physical activity and serve as a 
vehicle for socializing, increased 
time outdoors, and enhanced 
quality of life.
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The KIDS COUNT Data 
Center is your link to hundreds 

of child well-being indicators. 
Data can be easily accessed 
through a sophisticated search to 
create compelling visualizations 
and shared across networks. The 
power is at your fingertips to 
encourage data-driven policies.
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Data indicate that all children 
in Delaware do not have equal 

access to opportunity. Disparities 
exist in well-being outcomes by 
gender, zip code, income, and 
race/ethnicity. If we want a better 
future for all of us, we need better 
results for today’s children.



Summer Library Reading Program 2022

• Promotes learning during summer 
break in a fun way

• Sharpens literacy skills

• Encourages reluctant readers

• Fosters a passion for reading

• It’s FREE! It’s ONLINE!

delawarelibraries.org/summerreading

Sign up starting June 1, 2022
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While children have different 

starting points, every child 
deserves opportunity that leads 
to prosperity. However, equality 
of opportunity is not something 
that just happens: it is a product 
of systems, policies, and programs 
that work together to lay a 
foundation that allows every 
young Delawarean to have an 
equal chance for participation and 
for success. 
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Policy change is rarely quick, 
simple, or easy. Yet, policy 

matters. Making kids a priority 
in our budget matters. Tracking 
outcomes for kids across time 
matters. 



datacenter.kidscount.
org

Get more data

  f
rid

ay
  2

02
2 June 3

Throughout June, we’ll spotlight 
recent policy wins in the state 

and highlight additional policy 
opportunities which would 
strengthen opportunity for 
children and their families.
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Children can’t vote or lobby for 
public resources, yet their well-

being and development directly 
impacts the future economic and 
social health of our state. All racial 
and ethnic groups are affected by 
poverty. However, the likelihood 
of living in poverty is far greater 
for Delaware’s children of color.



First State Community 
Action Agency is 
committed to helping 
children and families 
in poverty ACHIEVE 
their greatest potential 
and live HEALTHY, 
productive lives.  

In the time of 
COVID-19, our staff 
equips Delaware’s 
youth with resources 
and flexibility to support 
learning and well-being 
while empowering 
and encouraging them 
to reach their fullest 
potential becoming 
successful in school 
and beyond.

Learn how First State can help 
your children learn and grow!

NEW CASTLE
302-498-0454

KENT
302-674-1355

SUSSEX
302-856-7761

http://www.firststatecaa.org
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Economic Security Spotlight:

Federal and State Earned Income 
Tax Credit (EITC) policies 

serve many public policy goals 
including reducing child poverty, 
increasing the incentive to work, 
stabilizing income, and spurring 
consumption. In 2021, the 
legislature passed HB 16 which 
modifies Delaware’s EITC to allow 
recipients to choose the most 
beneficial credit to be applied 
against their Delaware Personal 
Income Taxes.
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Economic Security Spotlight:

With the passing of SB 15  
w/ SA 1, Delaware’s 

minimum wage will gradually 
increase to $15/hour over the 
next several years.
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Economic Security Spotlight:

COVID-19 impacted children 
across Delaware economically 

when caregivers suffered 
pandemic-related job loss. HB65 
provided COVID-19 related 
relief to both claimants receiving 
unemployment benefits and 
to employers who are assessed 
unemployment taxes.
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Economic Security Spotlight:

On July 15, 2021 millions of American 
parents began receiving their first 

monthly payment from the expanded 
Child Tax Credit (CTC). Refundable tax 
credits are powerful tools for advancing 
economic security and opportunity. This 
refundable tax credit was particularly 
impactful for the lowest-income families. 
However, the changes to the CTC were 
temporary measures incorporated into 
the American Rescue Plan. Permanently 
enacting provisions such as these would 
ensure a long-term decrease in child 
poverty.
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Education plays a primary role 
in equipping children with the 

necessary skills, knowledge, and 
experiences for achievement later 
in life. Delaware public schools 
serve a diverse student population 
with complex needs and immense 
potential. However, there are 
equity gaps that we must address 
including lags in proficiency levels 
and graduation rates. Data show 
disparity across dimensions of 
race/ethnicity, gender, income, 
and disability status.
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education policy Spotlight:

In 2021, legislation was 
established to create a common 

registration system for public 
school to simplify the process 
for families and students, while 
enabling schools to plan in 
advance of the school year, and 
integrate data systems.
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education policy Spotlight:

HB 163 w/HA 1 requires schools 
to excuse a student’s absence for 

observance of a religious holiday, 
requires districts and charters 
to have a policy discouraging 
teachers from scheduling tests, 
presentations, or similar activities 
on days when some students may 
be absent for a religious holiday. 
The legislation also allows a 
student who does miss a grading 
event access to recover the credit.
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Data-driven decision making,  
because “kids count” in Delaware!
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education policy Spotlight:

Delaware’s Opportunity Fund 
was codified as an additional 

source of educational funding 
intended to support the increased 
needs of low-income and English 
learner students.
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education policy Spotlight:

Before the arrival of COVID-19, 
Delaware was working to 

close the digital divide for 
students in the state, a reality 
made increasingly apparent as 
the pandemic took a toll on our 
educational system. Access to 
technology and connectivity is 
the first step in what is needed to 
engage students in robust learning 
opportunities.
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KIDS COUNT in Delaware 
wants to see our state provide 

equitable opportunities for 
every child. For that vision to 
be realized, children’s risks and 
opportunities in life should not be 
dictated by their gender, zip code, 
family income, race, or ethnicity. 
Families with children have their 
best chance of thriving when they 
have access to physical and mental 
health care, education, adequate 
nourishment, safe housing, and 
high-quality early care.
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Family/Community  
Policy Spotlight:

HB 115 prohibits prosecution 
of children under 12 and bars 

transfer of juvenile prosecution to 
Superior Court unless the child is 
age 16 or older, with exceptions 
made for serious felonies.
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Family/Community  
Policy Spotlight:

In 2021, the “Clean Slate Act” 
created a monthly automatic 

expungement process for 
adult and juvenile charges 
that are eligible for mandatory 
expungement.
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Family/Community  
Policy Spotlight:

H   B 125 w/ HA 1 makes 
it a felony to possess or 

manufacture an untraceable, 
undetectable, or covert firearm.
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Family/Community  
Policy Spotlight:

Systemic change that eliminates 
barriers to success based on 

race and ethnicity is one step 
toward reducing child well-being 
outcome disparities. Dismantling 
systemic racism should be viewed 
as a step toward ensuring equity 
of opportunity.
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State and federal partnerships are 
more important than ever as 

we work to collectively address the 
COVID-19 crisis.
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health policy Spotlight:

The advancement of telehealth 
is a positive outcome of the 

pandemic, allowing providers 
and patients to interact virtually 
in order to keep safe. However, 
telehealth does have constraints, 
including: reliability of internet 
connection, privacy concerns, 
and limits to services available 
electronically.
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health policy Spotlight:

Well-child visits and vaccinations are 
essential services and help make 

sure children are protected. Vaccines are 
important because they not only protect 
individual children against dangerous 
diseases, they protect communities by 
slowing down or preventing disease 
outbreaks and by helping to protect 
children who are not able to be 
vaccinated. As communities are opening 
up, it’s important for parents to work  
with their children’s health care provider 
to make sure their children get and stay 
up to date on routine vaccines.
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health policy Spotlight:

HB 222 mandates lead screening at 
or around 12 and 24 months of 

age and directs the Division of Public 
Health to develop regulations and to 
annually report elevated blood lead 
levels to the General Assembly.
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KIDS COUNT in Delaware 

remains committed to raising 
awareness and driving actions in 
support of policy and program 
choices which will enhance the 
well-being of all children and 
families to emerge healthy and 
strong into the future. As the 
legislature breaks for summer, 
KIDS COUNT in Delaware 
would like to say Thank You to all 
of the many individuals working 
hard on behalf of each and every 
one of our state’s children!
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We sincerely thank the children and families  
who have shared their photos, and their lives.


