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INTRODUCTION

L a n c a s te r .  P e n n s y lv a n ia ,  f l o u r i s h e d  d u r in g  th e  l a s t  h a l f  o f  

th e  e i g h te e n t h  c e n tu r y .  The borough had been founded i n  1729 as  an 

in la n d  supp ly  c e n t e r  f o r  the l u c r a t i v e  f u r  t r a d e  and a s  a gateway to  

w e s te rn  ex p a n s io n .  The f i n a n c i a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  L a n c a s te r  o f f e r e d  

a t t r a c t e d  m e rc h a n ts ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l  men, t rad e sm en ,  and a r t i s a n s .  T h is  

t h e s i s  fo c u s e s  on one group o f  c r a f t s m e n ,  woodworkers in v o lv e d  in  th e  

b u i ld in g  and f u r n i t u r e  t r a d e s  betw een 1750 and 1800.

German im m ig ra tio n  to  s o u th e a s t e r n  P e n n s y lv a n ia  was h ig h  d u r 

ing  th e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  and many o f  them s e t t l e d  i n  L a n c a s te r .

The e th n ic  r a t i o  o f  th e  woodworkers r e f l e c t e d  th e  to w n 's  f i v e - t o - o n e ,  

G e rm a n - to -B r i t i s h  ( t h a t  i s ,  E n g l i s h ,  I r i s h ,  and  S c o t c h - I r i s h )  r a t i o . "  

These a r t i s a n s  sh a re d  a  common t e c h n o l o g i c a l  s k i l l  and , i n  most c a s e s ,  

a common c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e .  T h is  s tu d y  w i l l  examine th e  grow th o f  th e  

woodworking t r a d e  and w i l l  i s o l a t e  f a c t o r s  t h a t  c o n t r i b u t e d  to the  

woodworkers ' s u c c e s s  or f a i l u r e  i n  th e  borough . The c r a f t s m e n 's  

p ro d u c ts  w i l l  be d i s c u s s e d  to  d e te rm in e  th e  e x t e n t  th e  Germans ad ap ted  

to  the  B r i t i s h  c u l t u r e  and s im u l ta n e o u s ly  r e t a i n e d  t h e i r  e th n ic  

i d e n t i t y .
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T h is  t h e s i s  i s  d iv id e d  in to  f i v e  c h a p t e r s .  The f i r s t  i s  a 

b r i e f  rev iew  of L a n c a s t e r ' s  h i s t o r y  to  p ro v id e  th e  c o n t e x tu a l  s e t t i n g  

fo r  th e  subsequen t s e c t i o n s .  The second i s  devo ted  to  th e  development 

o f  th e  woodworkers ' community. I t  in c lu d e s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o f  the  

woodworking s k i l l s  r e p r e s e n t e d  in  th e  borough and o f  th e  in te r d e p e n d 

ency o f  th e  b u i l d in g  and f u r n i t u r e  t r a d e s .  The t h i r d  c o n ta in s  

a s se s sm e n ts  o f  th e  c r a f t s m e n 's  economic s t a t u s  r e l a t i v e  to  t h e i r  group 

and to  th e  e n t i r e  town. The f o u r th  i s  a d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  c h a r a c t e r i s 

t i c s  common to  th e  a r t i s a n s  who p ro sp e re d  and p e r s i s t e d  g e n e r a t i o n a l l y  

in  L a n c a s te r .  The f i f t h  i s  an e v a l u a t i o n  o f  th e  c r a f t s m e n 's  p ro d u c ts  

and o f  t h e i r  u se  o f  o b j e c t s  from t h e i r  m a t e r i a l  c u l t u r e  a s  ev id en ce  of 

c u l t u r a l  a d a p t a t i o n  and e t h n i c  r e t e n t i o n .

The i n t e r p r e t i v e  framework f o r  t h i s  s tu d y  o f L a n c a s t e r ' s  wood-

9
w orkers  i s  e th n o g ra p h ic .  To g iv e  a s  f u l l  a p i c t u r e  o f  th e  c ra f t sm e n  

as  p o s s i b l e ,  p r im ary  documents and a r t i f a c t s  w ere examined from p u b l i c ,  

e c c l e s i a s t i c a l ,  and p r i v a t e  s o u rc e s .  The o r i g i n a l  l i s t  o f  woodworkers 

on w hich t h i s  s tu d y  i s  b ased  was e x c e rp te d  from a f i l e  o f  c r a f t s m e n 's  

names com piled from coun ty  t a x  l i s t s  a t  th e  L a n c a s te r  County H i s t o r i c a l  

S o c ie ty .  As supp lem en tary  m a t e r i a l  was d i s c o v e re d ,  t h i s  l i s t  was 

amended and m o d if ie d .  The r e s u l t a n t  l i s t  a r e  woodworkers known to  

have l i v e d  and worked in  t h e  borough fo r  a t  l e a s t  one y e a r  

(Appendix A ) . A lthough  many more men worked i n  L a n c a s te r  f o r  b r i e f  

p e r io d s  and l e f t  no s u r v iv in g  r e c o r d s ,  th e  g roup of 134 men used a s  

th e  b a s i s  o f  t h i s  s tu d y  i s  s u f f i c i e n t l y  d iv e r s e  to  be a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  

sam ple .
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In  a d d i t i o n  to  t a x  r e c o r d s .  L a n c a s te r  County and borough deed 

l i s t s  were checked to  d e te rm in e  land  ow nersh ip .  W i l l s  and i n v e n t o r i e s  

were a l s o  a  v a lu a b le  s o u rc e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  c h a p te r s  two th ro u g h  f i v e .

E c c l e s i a s t i c a l  r e c o r d s  were a sou rce  fo r  dem ographic d a t a ,  

ev id en ce  o f  th e  c r a f t s m e n 's  membership in  e s t a b l i s h e d  s o c i a l  i n s t i t u 

t i o n s .  and t h e i r  involvem ent w i th  c h u rch  b u i l d in g  p r o j e c t s .  Moravian 

chu rch  r e c o r d s  a c t u a l l y  c o n ta in e d  c r a f t s m e n 's  a u to b io g r a p h ie s ,  o r  

l e b e n s l a u f e . r e q u i r e d  o f  ev e ry  member.

Few p e r s o n a l  c r a f t s m a n 's  m a n u sc r ip ts  have s u r f a c e d .  W ith th e  

e x c e p t io n  o f  th e  Moravian memoirs, a  few b i l l s ,  and w i l l s ,  no f i r s t -  

p e rso n  a c c o u n ts  by woodworkers have su rv iv e d .  I n  f a c t ,  few m a n u sc r ip t  

m a t e r i a l s  o f  a  p e r s o n a l  n a t u r e  r e l a t i n g  to  any e i g h te e n t h - c e n tu r y  

L a n c a s te r  r e s i d e n t s  a re  i n  p u b l i c  r e p o s i t o r i e s .  The acco u n t and 

l e t t e r  books o f  J a s p e r  Y ea te s  ( i n  th e  L a n c a s te r  County H i s t o r i c a l  

S o c ie ty )  a r e  th e  o n ly  p e r s o n a l  documents o f  a  p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n  which 

c o n ta in  r e f e r e n c e s  to  s p e c i f i c  c ra f t sm e n .

In  a d d i t i o n  to  w r i t t e n  and p r i n t e d  docum ents, an a t t W3.S 

made to  l o c a t e  a s  many p h y s ic a l  s u r v i v a l s  o f  c r a f t s m e n 's  work a s  

p o s s i b l e .  L a n c a s te r  has  undergone e x t e n s iv e  u rban  r e n e w a l ,  b u t  some 

o f  i t s  o r i g i n a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e  i s  e x t a n t .  P ho tographs  o f  many now- 

dem olished  b u i l d in g s  a r e  a t  th e  L a n c a s te r  County H i s t o r i c a l  S o c ie ty .
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F u r n i tu r e  w i th  a h i s t o r y  o f  o r i g i n  in  th e  town was a l s o  

examined, b u t  on ly  a few p ie c e s  docum entable  to  L a n c a s te r  a re  known. 

T here  a r e  two p o s s i b l e  e x p la n a t io n s  f o r  t h i s .  F i r s t , ,  movement o f  

o b j e c t s  w i th in  and w i th o u t  th e  coun ty  h a s  submerged them i n  a  l a r g e r  

pool u s u a l l y  r e f e r r e d  to  a s  " P e n n sy lv a n ia  German." The number o f  

p ie c e s  o f  f u r n i t u r e  t h a t  conform so w e l l  s t y l i s t i c a l l y  and s t r u c t u r a l l y  

to  A nglo-American f u r n i t u r e  a s  to  be f a l s e l y - a t t r i b u t e d  to  P h i la d e lp h ia  

o r  C h e s te r  County i s  in e s t im a b le .  Second,, in  any a r e a  i n  th e  e i g h t 

e e n th  c e n tu ry  a  m easurab le  amount o f  f u r n i t u r e  was produced pe r  

c a p i t a ,  a p e rc e n ta g e  o f  w hich cou ld  be ex p e c te d  to  s u r v iv e .  The 

e n t i r e  coun ty  of L a n c a s te r  had 15,000 p eo p le  in  1800, l e s s  th a n  one- 

f o u r t h  th e  p o p u la t io n  of P h i l a d e lp h i a ,  w hich had 6 5 ,0 0 0 .  When 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i s  g iv e n  to  th e  number o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a  s u r v iv a l s  

r e l a t i v e  to  the  c i t y ' s  p o p u la t io n ,  th e  p o s s i b l e  o b je c t  poo l from 

L a n c a s te r  i s  u n d e r s ta n d a b ly  sm all  by com parison .

The t h r u s t  o f  t h i s  t h e s i s  has n o t  been  t o  d e s c r ib e  i n  d e t a i l  

a l l  known p i e c e s  o f  L a n c a s te r  f u r n i t u r e .  The i n t e n t  h a s  been t o  use 

exam ples to  i l l u s t r a t e  a s p e c t s  of th e  w oodworkers ' l i v e s  t o  which 

w r i t t e n  documents a l l u d e .  T h i s  s tu d y  i n c o r p o r a t e s  a r t i f a c t u a l  

a n a l y s i s  w i th  th e  te c h n iq u e s  o f  e th n o g ra p h y .  I t  p r e s e n t s  a  method 

f o r  u n d e r s ta n d in g  a  group whose e x i s t e n c e  was v i t a l  to  t h e i r  e ig h te e n th -  

c e n tu ry  community and whose le g a c y  to  s o c i e t y  was n o n -v e rb a l .
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CHAPTER I  

H i s to r y  o f  L a n c a s te r  Borough

In  1729 th e  p o p u la te d  a r e a s  o f  C h e s te r  County had expanded to  

such  an e x t e n t  t h a t  i t s  w este rnm ost p a r t  was made a s e p a r a t e  coun ty  

which was named L a n c a s te r .  The fo l lo w in g  y e a r .  James H am ilton , son 

o f  th e  P ro th o n o ta ry  o f  th e  P r o v i n c i a l  Supreme C o u r t ,  l a i d  o u t  th e  

town o f  L a n c a s te r  on a  la n d  g r a n t  r e c e iv e d  from w i l l ia m  Penn. The 

p r o p r i e t o r  in te n d e d  to  e s t a b l i s h  an i n l a n d ,  u rban  s e t t l e m e n t  t h a t  

would se rv e  a s  a  gateway f o r  w e s te rn  ex p a n s io n  and a s  an o u tp o s t  f o r  

t r a d e  w i th  th e  I n d i a n s .  H am ilton  and h i s  h e i r s  so ld  l o t s  i n  L a n c a s te r  

s i n g l y  t o  i n d i v i d u a l s  o r  in  p a r c e l s  to  i n v e s t o r s .  The f a m i ly  r e t a i n e d  

t h e i r  r i g h t  to  c o l l e c t  ground  r e n t s  on t h e  lan d  u n t i l  th e  b eg in n in g  o f  

th e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n tu r y .

The s i t e  o f  th e  town o f  L a n c a s te r ,  d e te rm in e d  by H a m i l to n 's  

h o ld in g s ,  was p r o p i t i o u s  fo r  u rban  grow th a s  a c e n t r a l  p l a c e . ^  I t  was 

s i x t y - f i v e  m i le s  from P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  w hich  was th e  l a r g e s t  c i t y  and p o r t  

in  th e  c o l o n i e s .  T h a t  d i s t a n c e  was c lo s e  enough to  p e rm i t  commerce 

w ith  th e  p o r t ,  b u t  f a r  enough f o r  L a n c a s te r  to  deve lop  i t s  own s e l f -  

s u f f i c i e n t  netw ork  o f  m erchan ts  and c ra f t sm e n .  3 e s i d e s  a  system  o f  

o v e r la n d  ro a d s ,  th e  town was one m ile  from th e  C onestoga R iv e r ,  a
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o

t r i b u t a r y  of the  Susquehanna. A f te r  York was founded in  1741. a 

" tran s -S u sq u e h a n n a "  t r a d e  d ev e lo p ed .  A f t e r  1750. b o th  towns secu red  

t r a d e  o u t l e t s  a long  th e  r i v e r  a s  f a r  s o u th  a s  B a l t im o re .~

The borough o f  L a n c a s te r  was made th e  coun ty  s e a t  in  1742.

T h is  a s s u re d  i t s  p r i m a c y  a s  a  c e n t r a l  p la c e  s in c e  r e s i d e n t s  i n  th e  

su rro u n d in g  coun ty  were drawn t h e r e  f o r  c i v i l  and m e rc a n t i l e  b u s in e s s .  

T h e o r e t i c a l l y .  L a n c a s te r  s e rv ed  a r a d i u s  o f  f i f t e e n  m i le s ,  a  co m fo r t -  

a b l e  d i s t a n c e  fo r  a  day-long„, r e t u r n  t r i p  to  to w n .J H am ilton  promoted 

h i s  e n t e r p r i s e  and p e rsu ad ed  many P h i l a d e l p h i a  m erchan ts  to  e s t a b l i s h  

b ran ch  o f f i c e s  s t a f f e d  by f a c t o r s  o r  fa m i ly  members i n  L a n c a s te r .  The 

b o ro u g h 's  r a t e  o f  grow th  was r a p i d ;  p o p u la t io n  in c r e a s e d  from 200 in

1735 to  over 2 ,500  in  1750. T h is  i n i t i a l  c e l e r i t y  was r e p l a c e d  by a

4s lo w e r ,  s t e a d i e r  a c c r e t i o n  in  th e  l a s t  h a l f  o f  th e  c e n tu r y .  By th e  

R e v o lu t io n ,  L a n c a s te r  was th e  l a r g e s t  in la n d  c i t y  in  th e  c o l o n i e s ;  i t  

had become an im p o r ta n t  m a rk e t in g  and m a n u fa c tu r in g  c e n t e r  f o r  i t s  

r e g io n ,  n o t  m ere ly  an "emporium f o r  th e  h i n t e r l a n d s . " ' 3

C o i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  th e  y e a r s  o f  grow th were a l s o  y e a r s  o f  heavy 

German im m ig ra tion  to  P e n n s y lv a n ia .  A 1749 p ro m o t io n a l  t r a c t  s t a t e d

t h a t  " th e  d e s i r e  t o  go to  P e n n s y lv a n ia  i s  so d e e p ly  r o o te d  i n  t h e
£

peop le  o f  Germany i t  can  no lo n g e r  be dug o u t . "  Germans were 

m o t iv a te d  to  e m ig ra te  by p ro m ises  o f  r e l i g i o u s  t o l e r a n c e  and s o c i a l  

and economic b e t t e r m e n t ,  though  t h i s  does  n o t  im ply t h a t  a l l  immi

g r a n t s  were a t  th e  bo ttom  of th e  soc io -econom ic  s c a l e .  Even f o r  th o se
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who p a id  fo r  t h e i r  p a s sag e  by s e l l i n g  th em se lv es  i n t o  bonded 

s e r v i t u d e ,  a sm all  o u t l a y  of p e r s o n a l  money was n e c e s s a r y . '

Many l a n d h o ld e r s  in  Germany r e s e n te d  in c re a s e d  ta x e s  which 

were on ly  l e v ie d  a g a i n s t  the  p r o p e r t i e d  c l a s s .  C i t i z e n s  so ld  t h e i r  

p ro p e r ty  and p a id  a t a x  to  t h e i r  l o c a l  government to  f r e e  them se lves  

t o  e m ig ra te .  Overcrowding and th e  r e s u l t a n t  s u r f e i t  o f  s k i l l e d  and 

u n s k i l l e d  la b o r  a l s o  i n s p i r e d  some to  le a v e .  One L a n c a s te r  woodworker 

m a s te r -c a b in e tm a k e r  Ephraim B en ed ic t  G a rb le ,  a p p l ie d  to  le a v e  Wertheim 

County. Germany "on acc o u n t o f  poor t im e s ,  a l s o  th e  o v e r s to c k  o f  h i s  

t r a d e . "  ® While t h e r e  i s  no ev idence  t h a t  L a n c a s te r  was th e  s p e c i f i c  

d e s t i n a t i o n  f o r  many o f  th e  im m ig ran ts ,  once a r r i v e d  in  P h i l a d e lp h i a ,  

th e y  d o u b t l e s s  le a rn e d  of th e  new in la n d  town and i t s  a t t e n d a n t  

o p p o r t u n i t i e s .
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CHAPTER I I

The B u i ld in g  and F u r n i tu r e  T rad es  i n  L a n c a s te r

S k i l l e d  woodworkers were needed to  b u i l d  th e  new town in  th e  

w i ld e rn e s s .  H am ilton r e q u i r e d  t h a t  new l o t  h o ld e r s  e r e c t  a  " s u b s t a n 

t i a l  D w elling-H ouse of th e  Dimensions o f  S ix te e n  f e e t  square  a t  l e a s t "  

on t h e i r  p r o p e r t i e s  w i th in  one y e a r  o f  p u rc h a s e .  R ic h a rd  Locke, a 

m is s io n a ry  f o r  t h e  S o c ie ty  fo r  P ro p a g a t io n  o f  th e  G ospel in  F o re ig n  

P a r t s ,  n o te d  in  1746 t h a t  t h e r e  were "abou t 300 h o u s e s ,  w hich in c re a s e  

( to  n ea r  20) every  y e a r . "  B u i ld in g  was a  p r o f i t a b l e  v e n t u r e .  Men 

w i th  c a p i t a l  w is e ly  in v e s te d  in  p a r c e l s  of l o t s ,  b u i l t  d w e l l in g s  on 

them, and so ld  them. In  1754, f o r  exam ple, b la c k s m i th  Thomas P ou lteny  

and a  p a r t n e r ,  I s a a c  W h ite lo ck ,  o f f e r e d  tw enty  houses  o f  b r i c k ,  s to n e ,  

and log f o r  sale.'* '

The C ourt House, begun in  1731 by P h i l a d e lp h i a  c a r p e n te r

Edmund Wooley, was L a n c a s t e r ’ s f i r s t  r e c o rd e d  b r i c k  b u i l d i n g .  Wooley

combined l o c a l  c ra f t sm e n  and P h i l a d e lp h i a  a r t i s a n s  f o r  th e  commission.

The e a r l i e s t  r e s i d e n t  German house c a r p e n te r  in  town may have been

C o rn e l iu s  V e r h u l s t ,  who was o rd e re d  by th e  County Commissioners to

" im m e d ia te ly . . .go on w i th  h i s  p a r t  o f  th e  Work" on th e  C ourt House in. 

2
1737.
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Between 1750 and ISCO a minimum o f  134 s k i l l e d ,  freeman 

woodworkers a r e  l i s t e d  i n  the  ta x  l i s t s ,  p u b l i c  documents., and 

e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  r e c o rd s  of L a n c a s te r .  Names on th e  borough t a x  l i s t s  

r e p r e s e n t  th o s e  men who were l i v i n g  in  th e  town in  a  s p e c i f i c  y e a r .  

T r a n s ie n t s  who worked in  th e  borough f o r  l e s s  th a n  a  year., a p p r e n t i c e s  

who were n o t  r e q u i r e d  to  pay t a x e s ,  and men who engaged in  woodwork

ing  a s  a secondary  o c c u p a t io n  a r e  n o t  in c lu d e d  in  t h i s  f i g u r e .

Not' a i l  o f  th o s e  c ra f t s m e n  worked s im u l ta n e o u s ly  d u r in g  th e  

p e r io d  under s tu d y .  In  f a c t ,  no more th a n  f o r t y  were t a x -p a y in g  

r e s i d e n t s  in  any g iv e n  y e a r .  The mean number ( in  a  range  o f  one to  

fo r ty - tw o  y e a r s )  o f  working y e a r s  an  a r t i s a n  sp e n t  i n  L a n c a s te r  was

7 .5 1 .  Few c ra f t sm e n  worked c o n t in u o u s ly  i n  L a n c a s te r  (see  F ig u re  1 ) ;
3

most woodworkers moved in  and o u t  of th e  bo rough  in  s e a r c h  o r  work.

While m o b i l i t y  was g e n e r a l l y  h ig h  in  th e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n tu r y ,  

a cc o rd in g  to  James Lemon th e  r a t e  in  P e n n s y lv a n ia  may have exceeded 

th e  American a v e ra g e .  I n  L a n c a s te r  "somewhat more th a n  50% 

of th e  a d u l t  m ales  d i s a p p e a re d  p e r  d e c a d e ." ^  T h is  c o n ce p t o f  

t r a n s i e n c y  i s  im p o r ta n t  to  c o n s id e r  when form ing an image o f  th e  

c r a f t s  community. Only n in e te e n  o u t o f  134 men a r e  known to  have d ie d  

d u r in g  t h i s  p e r io d ;  an a d d i t i o n a l  t h i r t y - e i g h t  c o n t in u e d  to  p r a c t i c e  

t h e i r  c r a f t s  i n  L a n c a s te r  in  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ;  s i x  o t h e r s  

rem ained  in  th e  borough  b u t  ad o p ted  a n o th e r  l i n e  o f  work. Only 

t h i r t y - s i x  worked in  L a n c a s te r  f o r  more th a n  f i v e  y e a r s  w i th o u t

R eproduced with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



10

i n t e r r u p t i o n .  P e r s i s t e n c e  in  th e  borough may be eq u a te d  w i th  s u c c e s s ,  

s in c e  an u n s u c c e s s f u l  c ra f t sm a n  i s  m o t iv a te d  to  change o c c u p a t io n s  

o r  move e lse w h e re .

Every woodworker who worked in  L a n c a s te r ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  how 

long he worked., i s  im p o r ta n t  to  th e  g r o u p 's  c h a r a c t e r .  The d eg ree  o f

t h e i r  in f l u e n c e  v a r i e d ,  b u t  men who worked in  th e  borough f o r  a

b r i e f  p e r io d  were s i g n i f i c a n t  to  th e  en r ic h m en t and d i f f u s i o n  o f  a 

r e g i o n a l  s t y l e .  S k i l l e d  a r t i s a n s  b rough t t h e i r  work e x p e r i e n c e s  t o  

L a n c a s te r  and may have in f lu e n c e d  th o se  who worked w i th  them. P e te r  

F r i c k ,  b o rn  and t r a i n e d  i n  Germantown, f o r  exam ple , worked seven  y e a r s  

i n  L a n c a s te r .  In  1771, he b u i l t  th e  o rgan  c a s e  a t  Holy T r i n i t y  

L u th e ran  C h u rch .^  F r i c k  moved to  B a l t im o re  i n  1777 b u t  a t  l e a s t  fo u r  

a s s i s t a n t s  worked in  th e  borough  f o r  t h e  re m a in d e r  o f  t h e i r  c a r e e r s .

C o n v e rse ly ,  men who worked in  L a n c a s te r  in f lu e n c e d  th e  

s u r ro u n d in g  a r e a .  F r i c k ' s  c h i e f  a s s i s t a n t ,  August M ilc h sa c h ,  had 

been t r a i n e d  i n  Germany and worked in  th e  borough  f o r  tw en ty  y e a r s .

M ilchsach  b u i l t  o rgan  c a s e s  f o r  organ-m aker D avid  Tannenberg  in

L i t i t z  and in  o th e r  l o c a l  M oravian com m unit ies .  He drew h i s  

a s s i s t a n t s  i n  L i t i t z  from th e  l o c a l  work f o r c e ,  j u s t  a s  P e t e r  F r i c k  

had done i n  L a n c a s t e r . ^ M ilc h sa ch  c o n t r i b u t e d  to  L a n c a s te r  f u r n i t u r e  

s t y l e  and p o t e n t i a l l y  c a r r i e d  t h a t  s t y l e ' s  in f l u e n c e  to  a  l a r g e  

g e o g ra p h ic  a r e a .
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C raftsm en  who a p p r e n t i c e d  i n  th e  borough d id  n o t  a lw ays 

s tay  t h e r e .  In  th e  l a s t  q u a r t e r  o f  th e  e i g h te e n t h  c e n tu r y ,  u rb an  

growth d e c l in e d  and secondary  p la c e s  developed  in  th e  su r ro u n d in g  

co u n try  s id e .  S m alle r  towns sp rang  up a t  m i l l i n g  and m a n u fa c tu r in g  

p o in t s  and p r e s e n te d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  to  th o se  in v o lv e d  in  such 

s u p p o r t iv e  o c c u p a t io n s  a s  woodworking or b la c k  s m ith in g .  By 1780,. 

o n ly  6% o f  th e  county  p o p u la t io n  l i v e d  in  th e  coun ty  s e a t . 7 U n less  

a b e g in n in g  c ra f t s m a n  had c o n n e c t io n s  w i th  an e s t a b l i s h e d  fa m i ly  of 

w oodworkers, he had b e t t e r  chances  fo r  su c c e ss  i f  he u sed  t h e  t r a i n 

ing he r e c e iv e d  in  L a n c a s te r  o u t s id e  th e  borough .

S u p e r f i c i a l l y ,  i t  would seem t h a t  th e  w oodw orker 's  t r a d e  in
O

L a n c a s te r  was composed o n ly  o f  c a r p e n t e r s ,  j o i n e r s ,  and t u r n e r s .

These a r e  th e  t h r e e  most f r e q u e n t l y - a p p l i e d  te rm s  on t a x  l i s t s .  

O c c a s io n a l ly  th e  German word S c h r ie n e r  i s  s u b s t i t u t e d  f o r  " j o i n e r . "  

A ccord ing  t o  th e  t a x  l i s t s ,  over a  f i f t y - y e a r  p e r io d  t h e r e  were no 

c a r v e r s ,  o n ly  one c a b in e tm a k e r ,  two c h a i rm a k e rs ,  and no one engaged 

in  th e  a n c i l l a r y  t r a d e s  of g i l d i n g ,  p a i n t i n g ,  o r  u p h o l s t e r i n g .  How

e v e r ,  a  d ia c h r o n ic  re v ie w  o f  th e  t a x  a s s e s s m e n ts  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  

o c c u p a t io n a l  t i t l e s  w ere  p ro b a b ly  s e l e c t e d  by th e  t a x  a s s e s s o r  and
Q

no s p e c i f i c  c r i t e r i a  f o r  s e l e c t i o n  were u se d .  S ince  th e  a s s e s s o r s  

v a r i e d  from y ea r  to  y e a r ,  t h e  ass ignm en t o f  o c c u p a t io n a l  t i t l e s  i s  

r a t h e r  a r b i t r a r y .  Men who a r e  c a l l e d  " c a r p e n t e r "  one y e a r  a r e  c a l l e d  

" j o i n e r "  a n o th e r .
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T h is  l a c k  o f  s p e c i f i c i t y  i s  assuaged  by examining more 

p e r s o n a l  documents which c o n ta in  r e f e r e n c e s  by s p e c i f i c  c ra f tsm e n  to 

t h e i r  s e l f - c o n c e p t .  The documents t h a t  r e v e a l  th e  w oodw orker 's  s k i l l s  

and h i s  p e r c e p t io n  o f  h i s  p la c e  w i th in  th e  g ro u p 's  h ie r a r c h y  a re  h i s  

p ro d u c ts .  In  many i n s t a n c e s ,  th e  a r t i f a c t s  s ta n d  in  d i r e c t  c o n t r a 

d i c t i o n  to  th e  s t a t u s  r o l e s  th e  t a x  r e c o r d s  a s s ig n e d  the  a r t i s a n .

The taxonomy in  F ig u re  2 shows a  more r e a l i s t i c  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of wood

w orking s k i l l s  in  th e  borough, and a l s o  shows th e  p r o p o r t io n s  o f  

s k i l l s  w i th in  th e  woodworkers ' community. C a rp e n te r s  and j o i n e r s  o u t 

numbered t u r n e r s  by more th an  seven to  one. Only seven men were 

ch a irm a k e rs  and f i v e  men were c a b in e tm a k e rs .  The te rm  " l a b o r e r "  h e ld  

l e s s  s t a t u s  th an  c a r p e n te r  o r  j o i n e r . * ^  Three  j o i n e r s  and one 

c a r p e n te r  were c a l l e d  " l a b o r e r s "  a t  th e  ends o f  t h e i r  w orking l i v e s .  

L ab o re rs  c o n s i s t e n t l y  had t a x  a s s e s sm e n ts  f a r  lower th a n  o th e r  

woodworkers.

A n o t i c e a b l e  s e g r e g a t io n  among th e  a r e a s  o f  t u r n e r ,  c a r p e n t e r /  

j o i n e r ,  and cooper i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  in  F ig u re  2 .  Because o f  th e  n a tu re  

o f  each a r e a ' s  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n ,  men may have worked to g e th e r  on th e  

same b u i l d in g  p r o j e c t  b u t  th e r e  was v i r t u a l l y  no h o r i z o n t a l  movement 

among th e  t r a d e s .  The o n ly  i n s ta n c e  found o f  an a t te m p t  to  g a in  

e n t ry  in to  a n o th e r  a r e a  was when Jacob  F e t t e r ,  ch a irm ak e r ,  s e n t  h i s  

son, N a th a n ie l ,  t o  a p p r e n t i c e  w i th  a  P h i l a d e lp h i a  cab in e tm ak e r .  Benno 

Forman has  su g g es ted  t h a t ,  f o r  th e  E u ro p e a n - t r a in e d  c ra f t sm a n ,  " th e  

con tem porary  E n g l is h  word, ' j o i n e r ' . . .by  no means a r t i c u l a t e s  th e  

o b s e rv a b le  d i f f e r e n c e s  between [ t h e  work of a  German s c h re in e r i  and
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t h a t  o f  the  E n g l is h  j o i n e r . T h e  s e p a r a t io n  o f  th e  t u r n e r s '  t r a d e  

from th a t  o f  th e  c a r p e n te r  and j o i n e r ,  and th e  s im u ltan eo u s  m erger of 

c a r p e n t r y ,  j o i n e r y ,  and cab in e tm ak in g  in  th e  minds and p r a c t i c e s  o f  

th e  German c ra f t sm e n  a r e  seen  th ro u g h  an ex am in a t io n  o f  t h e i r  

nom encla tu re .

While a  j o i n e r  may have in t e r c h a n g e a b ly  been d e s c r ib e d  a s  a 

" c a r p e n t e r . "  he would n ev e r  have been d e s ig n a te d  a " t u r n e r . ” The 

words connote  d i f f e r e n t  t h i n g s .  Words f o r  " t u r n e r s "  d e s c r ib e  t h e i r  

method; th e  words f o r  " c a r p e n t e r s "  and " j o i n e r s "  d e s c r ib e  t h e i r  

p ro d u c ts .  The German words fo r  t u r n e r  a r e  D reher and D r e s c h l e r .

3 o th  a re  r e l a t e d  to  th e  v e rb  d rehen  which means to  t u r n ,  r o t a t e ,  

shape on a  s p i r a l .  T h is  was th e  e s sen ce  o f  th e  t u r n e r ' s  s k i l l .

F ig u re  2 i l l u s t r a t e s  th e  v e r t i c a l  movement among t u r n e r s  who 

r e s t r i c t e d  t h e i r  s k i l l s  t o  th e  p ro d u c t io n  o f  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  e le m e n ts ,  

th o s e  who expanded upon them t o  in c lu d e  th e  r e l a t e d  s k i l l  o f  c h a i r -  

making, and th o s e  who w ere e x c l u s i v e l y  c 'na irm akers .

J o i n e r s  and c a r p e n te r s  produced  th e  w id e s t  v a r i e t y  o f  o b j e c t s  

and o f t e n  s u p e rv is e d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o j e c t s ;  th e y  w ere th e  most 

im p o r tan t  segment o f  th e  work f o r c e .  Zimmermana was t h e  word used 

to  d e s ig n a te  c a r p e n t e r ;  i t s  r o o t  Zimmer means "room" and i t s  r e l a t e d  

verb  zimmern means " to  b u i l d ,  c o n s t r u c t ,  o r  j o i n . "  The word S c h re in e r  

which means " j o i n e r "  c o n ta in s  th e  r o o t  S ch re in  w hich means " c a s k e t , "  

" c a b i n e t , "  " c u p b o a rd ,"  in  o th e r  w ords,  a  p ie c e  o f  c a s e  f u r n i t u r e .  By 

e x te n s io n ,  a  cab in e tm ak er  was a K u n s t s c h re in e r  o r  a  K u n s t t i s c h l e r .
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T i s c h l e r  w i th  i t s  r o o t  word T i s c h e . o r  " t a b l e . "  a l s o  d e n o te s  

" c a r p e n te r "  o r  " j o i n e r . "  The p r e f i x  word K u n s t . o r  " a r t . "  i n v e s t s  

th e  co n ce p t  of cab in e tm ak e r  w i th  a  d im ension  o f  c r e a t i v i t y  and s e l f -  

e x p re s s io n .  To a German, " j o i n e r "  was a  metonym f o r  " c a r p e n t e r "  o r  

even " c a b in e tm a k e r ."  T h is  e x p l a in s  th e  seem in g ly  in d i s c r i m i n a t e  

s u b s t i t u t i o n  o f  th e  words by th e  t a x  a s s e s s o r s  and by th e  c ra f t s m e n .

Hphraim G a rb e l ,  f o r  exam ple, c a l l e d  h im s e l f  a  "m aste r  c a b i n e t 

maker" on h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n  to  le a v e  W ertheim, Germany; he was 

d e s ig n a t e d  a  c a r p e n te r  on L a n c a s te r  t a x  l i s t s .  P h i l i p  Thomas was 

l i s t e d  a s  a " j o i n e r  and a  " c a r p e n t e r "  on t a x  l i s t s ,  y e t  c a l l e d  him

s e l f  a  " c a b in e tm a k e r"  i n  h i s  w i l l .  R e fe re n c e  to  h i s  a c t u a l  work 

in d i c a t e s  t h a t  Thomas was b o th .  A b i l l  p r e s e n te d  by  him to  th e  

E s t a t e  o f  I s a a c  W harton in  1778 c r e d i t e d  Thomas f o r  "Sundry work done 

in  th e  H o u s e . . . a  to b  to  a  w r i t i n g  t a b l e . . . a  New T a b l e . . .  [and] . .  . a  

C o f f i n . . .  . " ^

The c r a f t s m a n 's  work i s  i n c o n t r o v e r t a b l e  ev id en ce  o f  h i s  

s p e c i f i c  s k i l l s  and i t  co n f irm s  t h a t  th e  te rm s  " j o i n e r , "  " c a rp e n te r ,"  

and "c a b in e tm a k e r"  w ere  used  in t e r c h a n g e a b ly .  Conrad L ind , who made 

a  desk  and h ig h  c h e s t — two o f  th e  few s ig n ed  p i e c e s  o f  L a n c a s te r  

c a b i n e tw o r k - - c a l l e d  h im s e l f  a  " c a r p e n t e r "  i n  h i s  w i l l .  C a rp e n te r s  

u s u a l l y  worked i n  s o f t  woods, b u t  L i n d 's  f u r n i t u r e  i s  made o f  w a ln u t .  

S t r u c t u r a l l y  and s t y l i s t i c a l l y ,  i t  i s  f i r s t - r a t e  c a b in e tm a k e r 's  work, 

a c c o rd in g  to  th e  American d e f i n i t i o n  o f  th e  t r a d e .  G eorge B u rk h a r t  

c o n s id e re d  h im s e l f  a  c a r p e n te r  i n  h i s  w i l l  and was c a l l e d  a  "house
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c a r p e n te r "  by b i s  w ife  in  h i s  in v e n to r y .  He was a s k i l l e d  j o i n e r  who

b u i l t  th e  o rgan  c a s e ,  modeled a f t e r  P l a t e  CIV o f  Thomas C h ip p e n d a le 's

Gentleman & C a b in e tm a k e r 's  D i r e c t o r  and w hich s t i l l  s ta n d s  in  th e

F i r s t  Reformed Church in  L a n c a s te r .  B u rk h a r t  a l s o  t r a i n e d  h i s  nephew,

13
Conrad D o l l ,  to  b u i l d  c a s e s  f o r  s p i n e t s  and o rg a n s .~

No one was w orking e x c l u s i v e l y  a s  a  c a r v e r  i n  L a n c a s te r  

between 1750 and 1300. S u rv iv in g  b i l l s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  b o th  t u r n e r s  and 

j o i n e r s  p ro v id ed  s m a l l - s c a l e  ornament f o r  p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s .  Adam 

H a r t ; a  t u r n e r ,  b i l l e d  T r i n i t y  L u th e ran  Church f o r  fo u r  dozen 

b a n n i s t e r s ,  and tw e n ty - fo u r  columns a s  w e l l  a s  an a s s o r tm e n t  o f  

p u l l e y s  and p l a t e s  used  f o r  t h e  new s t e e p l e  i n  1795. Jacob  F lu b a c h e r  

and John  Lind , j o i n e r s ,  each  s u p p l ie d  a lm o s t  i d e n t i c a l  amounts o f  

ornament fo r  th e  second C o u r t  House. Whether th e s e  men a c t u a l l y  

e x ec u ted  th e  c a rv in g  o r  c o n t r a c t e d  th e  work to  o t h e r s  i s  unknown. No 

one i n  L a n c a s te r  e x ec u ted  l a r g e - s c a l e  c a r v in g  t h a t  r e q u i r e d  s u p e r io r  

s k i l l .  When th e  L u th e ran  c o n g re g a t io n  had i t s  C h u rc h 's  s t e e p l e  b u i l t  

in  1785, th e  c o n t r a c t  was awarded t o  a  P h i l a d e l p h i a  c a r p e n t e r ,  W illiam  

C o l la d a y ,  w i th  c h u rch  warden and c a r p e n t e r ,  F r e d e r i c h  Mann, an o v e r 

s e e r .  C o llad ay  had th e  f r e e s t a n d i n g  f i g u r e s  on th e  s t e e p l e  ca rv e d  in  

14P h i l a d e lp h i a .

The work o f  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  i n d i v i d u a l s  h a s  been  d i s 

t i n g u i s h e d  on ca rv e d  L a n c a s te r  c a se  f u r n i t u r e ,  b u t  no r e f e r e n c e s

15s u rv iv e  to  su g g e s t  who th e s e  i n d i v i d u a l  c a r v e r s  w ere .
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No r e f e r e n c e s  s u rv iv e  to  anyone in  th e  borough doing i n l a i d  

work, a l th o u g h  i n l a i d  p ie c e s  of f u r n i t u r e  a re  known. C ab inetm akers  

p robab ly  ornam ented t h e i r  own work. The a t t r i b u t i o n  o f  th e  pew ter 

i n l a y  on one L a n c a s te r  scn rank  to  M oravian p e w te re r  Johan  C h r is to p h  

Heyne i s  te m p tin g .  H evne1s working d a t e s  c o in c id e  w i th  th e  d a te  o f  

the  s c h r a n k 's  m anufac tu re  ( I l l u s t r a t i o n  1 ) .

Tax a s s e s sm e n ts  l i s t  no "w h i tw erk e rs"  i n  L a n c a s te r  and no one 

c o n s id e re d  h im s e l f  e x c l u s i v e l y  a  " p a i n t e r . "  A r t i s a n s  who worked in  

s o f t  woods p a in te d  t h e i r  own p ro d u c ts  and b i l l e d  t h e i r  cus tom ers  

s e p a r a t e ly  fo r  t h i s  s e r v i c e .  J a s p e r  Y e a te s ,  L a n c a s te r  law y er ,  p a id  

j o i n e r  G a b r ie l  Maysenheimer e ig h te e n  s h i l l i n g s  f o r  p a i n t i n g  th e  p o p la r  

bookcases  Y ea te s  o rd e re d  in  1767. P h i l i p  Thomas p a in te d  a  wine c o o le r  

w hich was made by cooper Jacob Weiss f o r  Y e a te s .  Thomas, a M oravian, 

p a in te d  th e  C h u rc h 's  new organ  case  " d a rk  B lue" i n  1 7 6 5 . ^

Windsor c h a irm ak e rs  p a in te d  t h e i r  own work. Y ea te s  p a id

chairm aker Samuel Humes fo r  a s e t  o f  "12 Yellow C h a i r s "  i n  1796. The

fo l lo w in g  p a i n t s  and s u p p l i e s  a r e  l i s t e d  i n  th e  in v e n to ry  o f  an o th e r

ch a irm ak e r ,  Jacob  F e t t e r ,  S r . :

A Q u a n t i ty  o f  ye l lo w  o c e r ,  About 5 lb  o f  
o m p e r . . .About 2 oz. o f  P ru s in g  Blew, A 
Small Q u a n t i ty  o f  v e r t y  c r e e s . . . A  Small 
Q u a n t i ty  o f  Roxe p in k ,  A B a r r e l  w i th  a 
Small Q u a n t i ty  o f  O y le . . .A  Q u a n t i ty  o f  
W h i t i n g s . . . a n d . . . 3  Bound B ru sh es .

Local m e rc h an ts  s o la  a  v a r i e t y  o f  p a i n t  c o l o r s .  I n  1789, s to re k e e p e r  

C h r is to p h  Mayer a d v e r t i s e d  b lu e ,  g re e n ,  y e l lo w , and  S pan ish  brown 

p a i n t  f o r  s a l e . ^
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In  more p o p u la ted  urban  a r e a s  an u p h o l s t e r e r  s t u f f e d  and 

covered  f u r n i tu re . ,  des igned  and c o n s t ru c te d  bed and window hangings,, 

and c o o rd in a te d  th e  i n t e r i o r  d e c o r a t io n  o f  dom estic  and p u b l ic  b u i l d 

in g s .  In  L ancaster, ,  th e r e  was no t enough w e a l th  to  s u p p o r t  an 

u p h o l s t e r e r  of t h a t  d e s c r i p t i o n .  J a s p e r  Y ea te s  w ro te  to  h i s  b u s in e s s  

p a r t n e r .  Johna than  Sw ift  i n  P h i l a d e lp h ia  in  1768 t h a t  "Mrs. Y ea te s  i s  

f i t t i n g  up her bed chamber and would be h ig h ly  o b l i g 'd  to  Mrs. Sw ift  

f o r  her  in fo rm a t io n  o f  th e  new est Mode o f  making up her Bed C u r t a i n s . "  

C o n d it io n s  in  L a n c a s te r  had n o t  improved by 177 6 when Y ea te s  s e n t  an 

easy  c h a i r  and a so fa  to  P lu n k e t t  F le e so n  in  P h i l a d e lp h ia  f o r  

u p h o ls te r y .  F i n a l l y ,  in  1796, Y eates  found l o c a l  s o u rc e s .  He pa id  

Conrad Swartz f o r  " s t u f f i n g  and s e a t in g "  th e  ye l lo w  W indsors t h a t  he

bought from Samuel Humes. However, Swartz was c a l l e d  a  m erchant and

18a  s a d d le r  on p u b l i c  documents.

In  summary, L a n c a s t e r ' s  p o p u la t io n  doubled  between 1750 and 

1800, and t h a t  in c re a s e  c r e a t e d  a  m arket f o r  b u i l d e r s .  The a c t u a l  

number o f  commissions r e l a t i v e  to  th e  number o f  i n h a b i t a n t s  and to  

th e  s i z e  o f  th e  la b o r  poo l was sm a l l .  A m bitious woodworkers co u ld  no t 

a f f o r d  to  be s e l e c t i v e .  D iv is io n  o f  la b o r  among th e  borough  c ra f tsm e n  

was l e s s  th a n  among c o l o n ia l  c ra f t sm e n  in  a  l a r g e r  u rban  a r e a ,  caused  

p a r t l y  by th e  l im i t e d  s i z e  o f  th e  market and p a r t l y  by th e  C o n t in e n ta l  

t r a d i t i o n s  o f  th e  German woodworkers. The c lo se  a s s o c i a t i o n  of th e  

c a r p e n t e r ' s ,  j o i n e r ' s  and cab ine tm ak ing  t r a d e s  i s  d i s p la y e d ,  on th e  

a b s t r a c t  l e v e l ,  by t h e i r  nom encla tu re  and , on th e  t a n g i b l e  l e v e l ,  by 

t h e i r  p ro d u c ts .  B u i ld e r s  a t  th e  to p  o f  th e  a r t i s a n s '  h i e r a r c h y
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pro v id ed  a com prehensive range  o f  s e r v ic e s  to  t h e i r  c l i e n t s  which

in c lu d e d  e r e c t i n g  s t r u c t u r e s ,  f i n i s h i n g  i n t e r i o r s ,  and c o n s t r u c t i n g

19c e r t a i n  f u r n i t u r e .  Less v e r s a t i l e  c ra f t sm e n  were l i k e l y  t o  have 

been more t r a n s i e n t .  U n t i l  th e  appea rance  o f  Thomas Lyons, an I r i s h 

man who i s  d e s c r ib e d  a s  a  " c a b in e tm a k e r11 on th e  1799 t a x  l i s t ,  t h e r e  

was a c lo s e  a l l i a n c e  between th e  b u i ld in g  and f u r n i t u r e  t r a d e s  in  

L a n c a s te r .
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CHAPTER I I I

Economic S t a t u s  o f  th e  F u r n i t u r e  and B u i ld in g  T ra d e s  i n  L a n c a s te r

The grow th  i n  number and w e a l th  o f  th e  woodworkers were 

d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  to  t h e  developm ent and economic p ro g re s s  o f  th e  

e n t i r e  borough and s u r ro u n d in g  a r e a .  S o u th e a s te rn  P en n sy lv an ia  

d ev e lo p ed  r a p i d l y  betw een 1740 and 1765. R easons f o r  t h i s  g row th  

w ere th e  d e s i r e  f o r  b e t t e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t r a d e ,  a  h ig h e r  s ta n d a rd  o f  

l i v i n g ,  and t h e  sp read  o f  s e t t l e m e n t  by in c r e a s e d  im m ig r a t io n .1 

L a n c a s te r  grew a t  an  a s t o n i s h i n g  r a t e  b e c a u se  i t  was a  n e w ly -c re a te d  

coun ty  s e a t  and a  c e n t r a l  p la c e  o f  c a l c u l a t e d  im p o r tan ce .

In  1759 th e  town p o p u la t io n  numbered betw een two and t h r e e  

th o u sa n d ,  o f  whom a t  l e a s t  n in e te e n  w ere  woodworkers. They r e p r e 

s e n te d  5% o f  th e  b o ro u g h 's  t a x a b le  c r a f t s m e n .  T h i r t e e n  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  

11% o r  tw e n ty -n in e  o f  th e  t a x a b le  c ra f t s m e n  w ere engaged i n  wood

w ork ing  o c c u p a t io n s .  L a n c a s t e r ' s  p r o s p e r i t y  was i n t e r r u p t e d  by th e  

R e v o lu t io n ;  and a l th o u g h  p o p u la t io n  g row th  resum ed in  th e  F e d e r a l  

p e r i o d ,  th e  borough  n ev e r  r e g a in e d  i t s  e a r l y  f a s t  grow th  r a t e .

I n  1800, th e  town p o p u la t io n  was 4 ,3 0 0 ,  o f  whom a t  l e a s t  

t h i r t y - t w o  were i d e n t i f i e d  on t h e  t a x  l i s t  a s  w oodworkers. Members 

o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  and f u r n i t u r e  t r a d e s  r e p r e s e n t e d  7% o f  th e  to w n 's  

c r a f t s m e n ;  w h e reas ,  a l l  c r a f t s m e n  e q u a l l e d  57.1% o f  th e  724 t a x a b le s

19
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who l i s t e d  o c c u p a t io n s .  A f t e r  P h i l a d e l p h i a .  L a n c a s te r  was th e  

l a r g e s t  town in  s o u th e a s t e r n  P e n n sy lv a n ia .  John Pearson,, a t r a v e l e r  

who observed  L a n c a s te r  in  1301. was im pressed  by " th e  q u a l i t y  o f  

b u i ld in g s , ,  a t  l e a s t  w h ile  log  houses  were b e in g  r e p la c e d  by b r i c k

m 2ana s to n e .

As th e  grow th  r a t e  s t a b i l i z e d ,  th e  d e g re e  o f  o c c u p a t io n a l  

s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  in c r e a s e d .  In  1759 t h e  t a x  l i s t  n o ted  c a r p e n t e r s ,  

j o i n e r s ,  t u r n e r s ,  and l a b o r e r s .  In  1112.  t h a t  l i s t  in c lu d e d  c h a i r -  

m akersj in  1793. i t  s p e c i f i e d  one c o f f in -m a k e r  and in  1799., a  

cab in e tm a k e r .  These t a x  l i s t s  a r e  th e  b e s t  s i n g l e  source  a v a i l a b l e  

f o r  d e te rm in in g  a  c r a f t s m a n 's  economic s t a t u s ,  b u t  t h e i r  in fo rm a t io n  

need s  q u a l i f i c a t i o n .  Only r e a l  p r o p e r ty  and l i v e s t o c k  owned in  th e  

borough  were t a x a b l e .  E x t r a -u rb a n  p o s s e s s io n s  a r e  n o t  in c lu d e d ;  th e  

c r a f t s m a n 's  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  o th e r  b u s in e s s  en deavo rs  i s  n o t  in d i c a t e d  

and th e  a r t i s a n ' s  in v e n to r y ,  w hich r e p r e s e n t s  a  l a r g e  c a p i t a l  i n v e s t - 

m ent, i s  neve r  a s s e s s e d .  S ince  t h e s e  l i m i t a t i o n s  a p p ly  to  t n e  

a s s e s sm e n ts  o f  n e a r l y  e v e ry  r e s i d e n t ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  o c c u p a t io n ,  th e  

t a x  l i s t s  can be c a u t i o u s l y  used  to  u n d e r s ta n d  th e  w oodworkers ' s t a t u s  

w i th i n  L a n c a s t e r .

Annual com parison  o f  t a x  l i s t s  over  a  f i f t y - y e a r  p e r io d  i s  

im p o ss ib le  b ecau se  d i f f e r e n t  t a x e s  were l e v i e d  each  y e a r .  Tax r e c o r d s  

f o r  L a n c a s te r  b e g in  w i th  1750. The y e a r s  b e fo re  1759 and a f t e r  1794 

( u n t i l  1800) a r e  q u e s t io n a b le  i n  t h e i r  c o m p le te n e s s .  For t h i s  s tu d y ,  

p r o p e r ty  a s s e s sm e n ts  from th e  e i g h t  most com plete  y e a r s  a r e  compared
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in  T ab le  I .  O ccu p a t io n a l  t i t l e s  i n  th e  t a b l e  a re  th o se  used  in  th e  

ta x  r e c o r d s .  A lthough  c r i t e r i a  f o r  t i t l e  ass ignm en t v a r i e d  a n n u a l ly ,  

t h e r e  was no s h i f t  between th e  g ro s s  c a t a g o r i e s  of " c a r p e n t e r  and 

j o i n e r "  and " tu r n e r  and ch a irm ak er"  (see  C hap te r  I I  f o r  d i s c u s s io n  o f  

n o m e n c la tu re ) .

S ince  c a r p e n te r s  and j o i n e r s  outnumbered t u r n e r s  and c h a i r -  

m akers,  t h e i r  g r e a t e r  p r o p e r ty  and l i v e s t o c k  h o ld in g s  a r e  no t 

s u r p r i s i n g .  Fewer a r t i s a n s  w i th  t h e i r  s p e c i a l i z e d  s k i l l s  meant l e s s  

c o m p e t i t io n  among ch a irm a k e rs  and t u r n e r s  f o r  com m issions. T h e i r  

av e ra g e  a s se s sm e n ts  by 1789 and 1793 were much h ig h e r  th a n  th o s e  o f  

c a r p e n te r s  and j o i n e r s .

D uring  th e  l a s t  q u a r t e r  o f  th e  e i g h te e n t h  c e n tu ry  i n f l a t i o n  was 

h ig h  in  L a n c a s te r .  C o n t i n e n ta l  c u r re n c y  was so much deva lued  one 

r e s i d e n t ,  C h r i s to p h e r  M a rs h a l l ,  r e c o rd e d  t h a t  th e  s a l e  o f  a  "w alnut 

e ig h t - d a y  c lo c k  w i th  a  fa c e  o f  11 sq u are  in c h e s  ( c o s t )  £ 2 1 0 .” S a le  

o f  l o t s  slowed and , a s  a  consequence , c o n s t r u c t i o n  d ropped . Com peti

t i o n  fo r  work was k een .  Documents s u g g e s t  t h a t  two c a r p e n t e r s ,  G ottlieb  

Sehner and F r e d e r i c k  Mann, who d is a p p e a re d  i n  1780 and 179 6 r e s p e c t iv e ly ,
4

committed s u i c i d e ,  pe rh ap s  b ecau se  o f  f i n a n c i a l  r u i n .

An a n a l y s i s  o f  borough ta x e s  i n  1782 and 1789 r e v e a l s  g r e a t  

ex trem es o f  p r o p e r ty  ow nership  in  L a n c a s te r  d u r in g  t h a t  decade . In  

1782, o n ly  1.8% o f  th e  town had ta x a b le  p r o p e r ty  exceed in g  £1 ,000 in  

v a lu e .  Over o n e - t h i r d  (34.9%) o f  th e  ta x p a y e r s  owned p r o p e r ty  v a lu ed  

a t  l e s s  th a n  £50. A l l  o f  th e  t h i r t y  woodworkers who p a id  t a x e s  t h a t
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vear  had e s t a t e  v a l u a t io n s  in  th e  median range  o f_ >  £50 and <  £100 

(21.6% of a l l  t a x p a y e r s  were w i th i n  t h a t  r a n g e ) .  A lthough  th e s e  

c ra f tsm e n  had h ig h e r  e s t a t e  v a l u a t i o n s  in  1789.. when examined a g a i n s t  

a s se ssm en ts  f o r  th e  e n t i r e  borough , th e  in c re a s e d  v a l u a t i o n s  i n d i c a t e  

l i t t l e  change in  s t a t u s .  L ab o re rs  and j o i n e r s  s t i l l  ranked  in  th e  

median ra n g e ,  between £50 and <.£100. T u rn e r s ,  however, moved t o  a 

h ig h e r  ran k  occup ied  by 22% of th e  ta x p a y e r s  ( ^ £ 1 0 0  and .< £ 2 0 0 ) .

T h is  c a te g o ry  in c lu d e d  c h a i rm a k e rs .  By 1789, th e  " g r e a t  ex trem es  o f  

w ea l th "  t h a t  Jerome Wood i d e n t i f i e d  fo r  th e  e n t i r e  borough., e x i s t e d  

among th e  b u i l d i n g  and f u r n i t u r e  t r a d e s . " 3 E s ta t e  v a l u a t i o n s  ranged  

from £20 to  £258. F i f t y - f i v e  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  a s se s sm e n ts  were below 

£100. and 80% w ere below £200. Only a few c ra f t sm e n  a t  th e  to p  o f  th e  

a ssessm en t range  c o n t r o l l e d  th e  jo b  m arket f o r  t h e i r  t r a d e s .  The 

a c t u a l  number o f  ta x a b le  woodworkers d e c l in e d  from t h i r t y  i n  17 82 to  

tw e n ty - f iv e  in  1789. i n d i c a t i n g  a d e c re a se  i n  job o p p o r t u n i t i e s .

S i x t y - e i g h t  o f  th e  woodworkers owned a t  l e a s t  one l o t  and home 

in  th e  borough; tw e n ty -n in e  r e n t e d  houses  i n  town ( in fo rm a t io n  about 

th e  rem a in in g  t h i r t y - s e v e n  i s  n o t  a v a i l a b l e ,  b u t  th e y  a r e  assumed to  

be r e n t e r s ) .  Many woodworkers who p u rch ased  p r o p e r ty  i n  th e  r a p i d l y  

growing town s o ld  i t  f o r  o th e r  l o t s .  Most h o u s e h o ld e rs  owned s e v e r a l  

homes s e r i a l l y  d u r in g  t h e i r  w orking y e a r s  and c o n t in u e d  a  p a t t e r n  o f  

m o b i l i t y  w i th i n  a d e f in e d  a r e a .  F iv e  d i f f e r e n t  men s o ld  t h e i r  p r o p e r ty  

t o  o th e r  woodworkers; many more i n h e r i t e d  r e a l  e s t a t e .  P ro p e r ty  

r e n t a l  by one c ra f tsm a n  t o  a n o th e r  was q u i t e  common. At l e a s t  e le v e n  

o f  th e  tw e n ty -n in e  who r e n t e d  were t e n a n t s  o f  o th e r  woodworkers.
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The deeds d i s c l o s e  t h a t  c r a f t  snen l i v e d  in  many p a r t s  o f  th e  

borough. T h i r t e e n  d i f f e r e n t  c ra f t sm e n  shared  p ro p e r ty  l i n e s .  T h is  

p ro x im ity  s u g g e s ts  p o s s i b l e  working c o l l a b o r a t i o n s .  I n  one in s t a n c e  

John G rosh, j o i n e r ,  made h i s  n e ig h b o r ,  George B u rk h a r t ,  h i s  e x e c u t o r . 0

L iv e s to c k  ow nership  i n d i c a t e d  p r o s p e r i t y .  Between 1759 and 

1793, 33 to  60% of th e  woodworkers owned c a t t l e .  Horse ow nersh ip  was 

r a r e r .  A lthough  most c ra f t sm e n  cou ld  use a  h o rs e  to  h a u l  s u p p l i e s  

and f i n i s h e d  p ro d u c ts ,  o n ly  12 to  33% owned d r a f t  a n im a ls .  No saw 

m i l l s  e x i s t e d  in  th e  borough; seven m i l l s  were lo c a te d  in  nearby  

to w n sh ip s .  George B u rk h a r t  h a u le d  wood f o r  o th e r  c ra f t sm e n .  D an ie l  

F e t t e r ,  a  co o p e r ,  owned t h r e e  h o r s e s  w hich  he used to  t r a n s p o r t  

M oravian p a r i s h i o n e r s  and to  d e l i v e r  wood. H is  b r o t h e r ,  Jacob  

F e t t e r ,  J r . ,  was p a id  7 /6  f o r  d e l i v e r i n g  manure to  th e  Moravian 

Church .^

E n t e r p r i s in g  c ra f t s m e n  o f t e n  had secondary  income s o u rc e s .  

Jacob  F e t t e r ,  S r . ,  m a in ta in e d  an a c t i v e  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  l i n s e e d  o i l  

and f u l l i n g  m i l l s  owned by th e  Moravian c o n g re g a t io n  a t  L i t i t z .  He 

a d v e r t i s e d  in  th e  L a n c a s te r  newspaper as  t h e  m i l l s '  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  i n
Q

th e  borough. S ix  a r t i s a n s  r e t i r e d  from woodworking and became ta v e r n

1 „
N C C ^ C i .  <9 •

Woodworkers a l s o  farmed sm all amounts o f  land  in  t h e  borough  

to  produce food f o r  p e r s o n a l  consum ption . I n  1775, George B u rk h a r t  

owned "6 a c r e s  o f  c l e a r e d  la n d  and 2 sow[eJd w i th  c o rn " ;  D a n ie l  F e t t e r
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a l s o  owned f o u r te e n  a c r e s  of la n d  in  L a n c a s te r .  Jacob  F e t t e r .  S r . .

owned a c re a g e  in  L a n c a s te r  County, which he and h i s  sons n ig h t  have
9

used e i t h e r  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r e  or f o r  wood l o t s .

P ro b a te  documents r e v e a l  t h a t  th e  m a t e r i a l  q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e  was

enhanced by  e x t e n s io n  o f  c r e d i t  and by b a r t e r ,  which surmounted th e

l i m i t e d  c u r re n c y  su p p ly  i n  L a n c a s te r .  C ra f tsm en  l e n t  and borrowed

money from f e l lo w  c ra f t sm e n ,  n o n -c ra f t s m e n ,  and t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .  When

j o i n e r  Ambrose T u rn e r  d ie d  i n  1 7 7 9 .  he d id  n o t  own r e a l  p r o p e r t y .  H is

in v e n to ry  was v a lu e d  a t  £426 :1 :9  and he owed d e b ts  am ounting to

£ 1 4 11 :2 :1  1 /2 .  H is  p e r s o n a l  p o s s e s s io n s  were so ld  t o  s e t t l e  h i s

e s t a t e .  Many a r t i s a n s  d id  n o t  f e e l  t h e i r  in d e b te d n e s s  d u r in g  t h e i r

l i f e t i m e s ;  some ex ten d ed  c r e d i t  a s  w e l l  a s  r e c e iv e d  i t .  When c h a i r  -

maker Jacob  F e t t e r ,  S r . ,  d ie d  in  1777, he owed c r e d i t o r s  o v e r  £686.

T h is  was more th a n  tw ic e  t h e  v a lu e  o f  h i s  home, shop, c a s h -o n -h a n d ,

and d e b t s  due him. H is  e s t a t e  was s e t t l e d  by l i q u i d a t i n g  a l l  o f  h i s  

10a s s e t s .

O c c a s io n a l ly ,  e s t a t e  r e c o r d s  r e v e a l  much more w e a l th  th a n  t a x  

l i s t s  i n d i c a t e .  House c a r p e n te r  George B u r k h a r t ' s  p r o p e r ty  was v a lu e d  

a t  £505 in  1783. B u rk h a r t  d ie d  t h e  fo l lo w in g  y e a r  and h i s  e s t a t e  

s e t t l e m e n t ,  a f t e r  payment o f  £1408 :17 :11  in  d e b t s ,  l e f t  h i s  w i d o w  a 

b a la n c e  o f  £3983:15 (b o th  sums a r e  in  C o n t i n e n ta l  C u rre n c y ) .  T h is  

b e q u e s t  was in  a d d i t i o n  to  h i s  r e a l  and moveable p r o p e r t y . ^
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2 5

Woodworkers a l s o  in c re a s e d  t h e i r  m a t e r i a l  p o s s e s s io n s  by-

b a r t e r .  Clockmaker John Hoff exchanged "1 .  8 day Clock 13 In c h  D ia l

Moon & d a te  (va lued  a t  £ 1 8 /1 5 /0 "  w i th  cab in e tm ak e r  C h r i s t i a n  S in e  f o r

an e q u a l  amount c o n s i s t i n g  o f  "1 C lock  C ase /  1 D in ing  T a b le /  1 Water

12b e n ch /  Sundrie  o th e r  w ork ."

L a n c a s te r  woodworkers co u ld  n o t  r e l y  on t h e i r  c r a f t s  a s  t h e i r  

s o le  source  o f  income. Even t h e  most s u c c e s s f u l  c r a f t s m e n ,  such a s  

c a r p e n te r  George Burkhart, ,  d e r iv e d  some o f  t h e i r  w e a l th  from o th e r  

a r e a s .  A r t i s a n s ,  in  t h e i r  r o l e s  o f  t e a m s te r ,  o i l  and f l a x  broker,,  o r  

in n k e e p e r ,  i n c re a s e d  t h e i r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  invo lvem en t w i th  a l a r g e r  

segment o f  th e  p o p u la t io n .  S o c ia l  i n t e r a c t i o n s  on numerous l e v e l s  

b roadened  a  w oodw orker 's  chances  o f  s e c u r in g  c r e d i t .  H is  in d e b te d n e s s  

f ix e d  th e  a r t i s a n ' s  p la c e  w i t h i n  th e  in te r d e p e n d e n t  c h a in  o f  f a m i ly ,  

t r a d e ,  and community.
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CHAPTER IV 

Success  and. K insh ip

D e s p i te  a h ig h  deg ree  o f  r e s i d e n t i a l  m o b i l i t y ,  some c ra f tsm e n  

found th e  p r o s p e r i t y  th ey  sought in  L a n c a s te r  and s ta y e d .  C e r t a in ly  

th e  s k i l l  a  woodworker p o s se s se d  d e te rm in e d  h i s  s u c c e s s  o r  f a i l u r e  in  

o b ta in in g  work, b u t  more th a n  s k i l l  was n e c e s s a ry  to  succeed  in  

L a n c a s te r .  P e r s i s t e n c e  o f  th e  c ra f t sm a n  i n  th e  community depended 

upon tim e o f a r r i v a l  in  th e  borough , a  Germanic h e r i t a g e ,  and a  s t ro n g  

netw ork o f  f a m i l i a l  t i e s .  A p a t t e r n  o f  group fo rm a t io n  emerges from 

th e  documents r e l a t i n g  t o  th e  c ra f t s m e n .  F o r t y - s i x  men in  th e  f u r n i 

t u r e  and b u i l d in g  t r a d e s  between 1750 and 1800 form f o u r te e n  d i s t i n c t  

c l u s t e r s  ( s e e  Appendix I I ) . F a m i l i a l  bonds o r  c lo s e  working 

r e l a t i o n s h i p s  were th e  b a s i s  f o r  th e s e  d i v i s i o n s .  The p r im ary  l i n k  

in  each  group was k in s h ip .  W ith in  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  g ro u p s ,  f o r t y - f o u r  

o f  th e  f o r t y - s i x  men were r e l a t e d  by b i r t h  o r  m a rr ia g e .

F or th e  p u rp o ses  o f  t h i s  s tu d y ,  a  group in  which any member 

worked f o r  more th a n  te n  y e a r s  i s  c o n s id e re d  c o n t i n u a l .  The ra n g e  o f  

w orking y e a r s  among th e  members o f  t h e s e  f o u r t e e n  groups was from one 

to  t h i r t y - t w o .  The median number o f  y e a r s  was f o u r t e e n .  Only th r e e  

non-group  members worked more th a n  f i f t e e n  y e a r s  i n  L a n c a s te r .

26
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The c r a f t s  t r a d i t i o n  descended th ro u g h  th e  most t r a d i t i o n a l  

u n i t  o f  s o c i e t y ,  th e  fa m i ly .  Members o f  e le v e n  groups passed  t h e i r  

t r a d e s  on to  t h e i r  sons .  In  s e v e r a l  c a s e s  th e  fa m ily  u n i t  was an 

ex tended  r a t h e r  th a n  n u c le a r  one and c o n s i s t e d  o f  b r o th e r s  and 

nephews. George B u rk h a r t ,  house c a r p e n t e r ,  t a u g h t  h i s  nephew, Conrad 

Doll,, to  b u i ld  c a s e s  f o r  s p i n e t s  and o rg a n s .  J o i n e r s  George and John 

G eiger each t r a i n e d  t h e i r  sons  and namesakes i n  t h e i r  c r a f t .  John 

G e ig e r .  S r . .  m a rr ie d  widow Hanna Kuntz whose son. M ichae l,  was a l s o  a 

j o i n e r .  Whether G eiger a c t u a l l y  t r a i n e d  Kuntz,. th e  u n io n ,  n e v e r th e 

l e s s ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  f a m i l i a l  bond. A r t i s a n s  d id  no t  d e l i b e r a t e l y  

a r ra n g e  th e  m a rr ia g e s  o f  t h e i r  sons and d a u g h te r s  to  t h e  progeny of 

o th e r  woodworkers. The r e l a t i o n s h i p  betw een G o t t l i e b  Sehner ,  J r . ' s ,  

t r a d e  and h i s  b r o t h e r - i n - l a w ,  David K r e i d e r ' s  t r a d e ,  was p ro b ab ly  

c o i n c i d e n t a l ,  s in c e  none o f  S e h n e r 's  o th e r  s i s t e r s  m a rr ie d  c ra f t sm e n .

A Germanic h e r i t a g e  was advan tageous  i n  t h e  c r a f t s  community. 

The predominance o f  Germans in  L a n c a s te r  gave c ra f t sm e n  w i th  knowledge 

o f  t h e i r  language and c u l t u r e  an advan tage  in  s e c u r in g  com m issions.

At l e a s t  seven o f  th e  g ro u p s  were founded by f i r s t - g e n e r a t i o n  immi

g r a n t s  who had le a rn e d  t h e i r  t r a d e s  i n  Germany. Only two o f  th e  

fo u r te e n  p e r s i s t e n t  g ro u p s  were non-German. Samuel Humes, who was o f  

S c o t c h - I r i s h  d e s c e n t ,  en joyed  th e  lo n g e v i ty  to  work f i f t y  y e a r s  in  th e  

borough. Humes's cha irm ak ing  t r a d e  a l lo w ed  more s e l f - r e l i a n c e  th a n  

th e  b u i l d in g  t r a d e s  t h a t  n e c e s s i t a t e d  c o l l a b o r a t i o n .
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When th e  working y e a rs  o f  th e  c ra f tsm en  a re  cons idered ,,  i t  i s  

ap p a re n t  t h a t  an e a r l y  a r r i v a l  in  L a n c a s te r  was ad v an tag eo u s .  Not 

o n ly  d id  o n e - h a l f  o f  th e  s u c c e s s f u l  g roups have members who w ere work

ing between 1750 and 1760, s i x  o f  th o se  seven g roups  had members who 

were s t i l l  w orking in  th e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n tu ry .  Men who f i l l e d  a need 

f o r  s k i l l e d  la b o r  d u r in g  th e  to w n 's  boom p e r io d  g a in ed  a fo o th o ld  in  

th e  borough d u r in g  th o s e  e a r l y  y e a r s .  The s u c c e s s f u l  c r a f t s m a n  ensured 

h i s  c o n t in u a n c e  by w is e ly  i n v e s t i n g  h i s  income in  land  and o th e r  

b u s in e s s  v e n t u r e s ,  m a in ta in in g  h ig h  v i s i b i l i t y  i n  th e  community a t  

la rg e  th ro u g h  c i v i c  and r e l i g i o u s  invo lvem en t ,  and e n s u r in g  v e r s a t i l 

i t y  th ro u g h  d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  o f  s k i l l s  w i th i n  th e  c r a f t s  group o f  h i s  

kinsmen.

Members o f  th e s e  f o u r t e e n  g roups  o f t e n  en joyed  g r e a t e r  

economic s t a t u s  th a n  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  woodworking community (see  

T a b le  I I ) .  V i r t u a l l y  a l l  o f  th e s e  c ra f t sm e n  owned p r o p e r ty  in  th e  

borough w hich th ey  p assed  on t o  t h e i r  h e i r s .  J o i n e r s  and ch a irm a k e rs  

c o n s i s t e n t l y  had h ig h e r  e s t a t e  a s s e s sm e n ts  th a n  t h e i r  non-group  p e e r s .  

By th e  end o f  th e  c e n tu r y ,  t u r n e r s  and c a r p e n te r s  were a l s o  w e l l  above 

the mean. Land ow nersh ip  o u t s id e  th e  borough and in v e s tm e n t  i n  o th e r  

b u s in e s s  v e n tu re s  were more f r e q u e n t  among th e  members o f  t h i s  g roup .  

T h is  was caused  by k in s h ip  c o n n e c t io n s  w i th  t h e  Weaver, S to n er  

( r e l a t i v e s  o f  P h i l i p  Thomas by m a r r i a g e ) ,  F r a n c i s c u s ,  and G e ig e r  

f a m i l i e s  who s e t t l e d  i n  th e  su r ro u n d in g  coun ty .
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C iv ic  invo lvem ent gave woodworkers s o c i a l  s t a t u s  and more 

com m issions. C a rp e n te r s  P e t e r  Srotzm an and George Thomas in s p e c t e d  

and approved  John L i n d 's  and Jacob  F l u b a c h e r ' s  c a r p e n t r y  work fo r  th e  

new C ourt House. Thomas and Lind a u t h o r i z e d  payment f o r  th e  jo b .

L ind . Jacob  F e t t e r . ,  S r . ,  and J r . .  and  G o t t l i e b  Sehner ,  J r . ,  be longed  

to  l o c a l  f i r e  com panies. John Lind made th e  F r i e n d s h ip  F i r e  Company's 

s ig n .  Jacob  Weaver. S r . .  was a c t i v e  i n  borough  p o l i t i c s .  Jacob 

F e t t e r .  S r . .  was a s s i s t a n t  b u rg e s s  in  1764. Jacob  F e t t e r .  J r . ,  was 

pa id  £4:10 f o r  making Windsor c h a i r s  f o r  th e  C ourt  House i n  1785.^

T here  was no c o r r e l a t i o n  be tw een  r e l i g i o u s  a f f i l i a t i o n  and 

economic s t a t u s  among th e  a r t i s a n s .  These men w ere s u f f i c i e n t l y  

c o sm o p o li ta n  to  a c c e p t  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  w i th i n  c e r t a i n  l i m i t s ,  i n c l u d 

ing  r e l i g i o n .  N in e teen  o f  th e  f o r t y - s i x  men were L u th e ra n ,  t h i r t e e n  

M oravian, seven Reformed, one E p i s c o p a l i a n ,  and s ix  a r e  unknown. When 

th e  L u th e ran  and Reformed Churches w ere b u i l t ,  t h e  work crews c o n s i s t e d  

o f  men from a  v a r i e t y  o f  d e n o m in a t io n s ,  a l th o u g h  th e  p r o j e c t  s u p e r 

v i s o r  was a  member o f  th e  chu rch  under  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  P h i l i p  Thomas 

(M orav ian ) ,  G o t t l i e b  S ehner ,  J r . ,  and S to p n e i  F r a n c i s c u s  (b o th  

L u th e ran s )  w ere a c t i v e  i n  t h e i r  c h u rc h  governm en ts .  T h is  gave them

v i s i b i l i t y  among t h e i r  c o n g r e g a t io n s .  F r a n c i s c u s  do n a ted  th e  ground

2
on w hich  T r i n i t y  Church was b u i l t .

R e s id e n t s  who in te n d e d  to  p a s s  t h e i r  t r a d e s  on to  t h e i r  sons 

a l lo w ed  t h e i r  progeny  to  l i v e  a t  home u n t i l  th e y  m a rr ie d  and e s t a b 

l i s h e d  h o u se h o ld s  in  th e  borough . Tax l i s t s  r e f e r  to  th e  sons o f  a t

R eproduced  with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



l e a s e  seven woodworkers a s  "journeymen.."  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e i r  f a t h e r s '  

h o u seh o ld s .  Many members o f  p e r s i s t e n t  g roups  a s s u re d  t h e i r  su c c e s s  

by d i v e r s i f y i n g  t h e i r  s k i l l s .  P h i l i p  and Adam H ar t  were no t in  

d i r e c t  c o m p e t i t io n  w i th  each  o th e r  b ecau se  one was a  j o i n e r  and th e  

o th e r ,  a t u r n e r .  The Weaver f a m i ly  in c lu d e d  t h r e e  t u r n e r s  and a 

c a r p e n te r  (a  f i f t h  fam ily  member s u p p l ie d  b u i l d in g  s t o n e ) . Chairmaker 

Jacob  F e t t e r  gave h i s  f i v e  sons d i f f e r e n t ,  b u t  r e l a t e d ,  t r a d e s .  Only 

two, Jacob.. J r . .  and G o t t l i e b ,  were a l s o  c b a i rm a k e rs ;  D an ie l  was a 

co o p e r ;  P e t e r ,  a  b la c k s m i th ;  and N a th a n ie l  d ie d  b e fo re  com ple ting  h i s  

c a b in e tm a k e r 's  a p p r e n t i c e s h i p  i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a .  Such d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  

en su red  th e  f a m i l y ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  s e c u re  a  v a r i e t y  o f  com missions and 

a l s o  s t r e n g th e n e d  th e  f a m i ly  u n i t  th ro u g h  a  harmonious i n t e r a c t i o n  o f  

s k i l l s  i n s t e a d  o f  in t r o d u c in g  th e  d i s r u p t i v e  f a c t o r  o f  in t r a - g r o u p  

c o m p e t i t io n .

The members o f  th e s e  f o u r t e e n  g roups  c o l l e c t i v e l y  ranked  

h ig h e r  e co n o m ica l ly  th a n  th e  non-member a v e ra g e .  I n d i v i d u a l l y ,  how

e v e r ,  th e s e  a r t i s a n s  ran g ed  in  economic s t a t u s .  T h e i r  c o n t in u a n c e  in  

L a n c a s te r  was due more to  s t r o n g  k i n s h i p  bonds th a n  to  w e a l th .  Fam ily  

membership a s s u re d  c ra f t sm e n  o f  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  and m a t e r i a l  s u p p o r t .  A 

l a r g e  fa m i ly  had o p p o r t u n i t i e s  to  s h a re  s u p p l i e s ,  l a b o r ,  and money t h a t  

th e  i n d i v i d u a l  woodworker d id  n o t .  No g u i l d  system  c o n t r o l l e d  th e  

p r a c t i c e s  o f  c ra f t sm e n  in  L a n c a s te r .  I n  a c t u a l i t y ,  th e  k i n s h i p -  

c e n te r e d  e x p e r ie n c e  became a s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  th e  fo rm a l iz e d  b ro th e rh o o d s .  

Jacob B u rk h a r t  l e f t  h i s  son J a c o b ,  J r . ,  " a l l  my C a r p e n te r ’ s T o o l s . . .
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3 1

over and above h i s  eq u a l  share  (o f  ay  e s t a t e ) . ' ' 0 T h is  was n o t  o n ly  

a o r a c t i c a l  bequest.,  i t  s y n b o lin e d  th e  fo rm al p assag e  o f  B u r k h a r t ' s  

t r a d e  to  h i s  succeed ing  g e n e r a t io n s .

R eproduced  with perm ission o f the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



CHAPTER V

P ro d u c ts ,  P e r c e p t io n ,  and Use of M a te r i a l  C u l tu re

The woodworkers c r e a t e d  f u r n i t u r e  and a r c h i t e c t u r e  th a t  

r e f l e c t e d  t h e i r  p e r c e p t io n s  o f  L a n c a s t e r ' s  m u l t i - e t h n i c  m i l i e u .  The 

p h y s ic a l  environm ent t h a t  th e  a r t i s a n s  c o n s t r u c t e d  in f lu e n c e d  th e  

c h a r a c t e r  o f  th e  e n t i r e  community. U n less  he w ished  to  pay f o r  

c a r t a g e  from P h i l a d e lp h i a ,  a  r e s i d e n t  was l i m i t e d  in  h i s  s e l e c t i o n  o f  

f u r n i t u r e  to  l o c a l  a v a i l a b i l i t y .  M a te r i a l  s u r v i v a l s  from th e  borough 

show c i t i z e n s  demanded f u r n i t u r e  i n  th e  E n g l i s h  a s  w e l l  a s  th e  German 

t a s t e .  L a n c a s te r  a r t i s a n s  p o s se s se d  s u f f i c i e n t  s k i l l s  t o  s a t i s f y  a i l  

m arket demands. T h e i r  p ro d u c ts  shou ld  be ex p ec ted  t o  r e p l i c a t e  

e i t h e r  th e  German or th e  Anglo-American s t y l i s t i c  v o c a b u la ry  w i th  an 

eq u a l  degree  o f  com petence. Y e t ,  t h e  on ly  s u rv iv in g  f u r n i t u r e  

a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  L a n c a s te r  i s  a  sm all  g roup d i s t i n g u i s h e d  by i t s  

d ev ian ce  from a c c e p ta b l e  P h i l a d e lp h i a  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  T h i s  dichotomy 

i s  caused  by th e  German c r a f t s m a n 's  c u l t u r a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t a s t e  and 

in  v i s u a l  p e r c e p t io n .

The h ig h  c h e s t  i n  I l l u s t r a t i o n  2 i s  an example o f  one schoo l o f  

f u r n i t u r e  t h a t  o r i g i n a t e d  in  L a n c a s te r  borough in  th e  e i g h te e n t h  century. 

John Snyder has  examined t h i s  s t y l e  group in  h i s  M as te r  o f  A r t s  t h e s i s ,  

"Chippendale  F u r n i t u r e  o f  L a n c a s te r  County, P e n n s y lv a n ia ." ^  T h e ir
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o rn am e n ta t io n  and th e  p r o p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e i r  ped im ents  v i s u a l l y  

d i s t i n g u i s h  them. The c a rv in g  c o n ta in s  more movement w i th i n  i t s  

a l l o t t e d  space th a n  i t s  P h i l a d e lp h i a  c o u n t e r p a r t s  do. A lthough  most 

o f  t h i s  f u r n i t u r e  i s  u n s ig n ed ,  th e  v a r i a t i o n s  in  i t s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  

i n d i c a t e  th e  work o f  more th a n  one shop. V i s u a l l y ,  th e s e  case  p ie c e s  

a re  a  d i a l e c t  o f  an a c c e p ta b le  s t y l i s t i c  language .  P re s e n t  o b s e r v e r s  

im m ediate ly  see t h i s  f u r n i t u r e  a s  a  v a r i a t i o n  o f  t h e  P h i l a d e lp h ia  

C hippendale  s t y l e .  These d i f f e r e n c e s  w ere a l s o  obv ious  t o  contempo

r a r y  B r i t i s h  r e s i d e n t s  in  L a n c a s te r .  While German im m igran ts  p r a c t ic e d  

th e  f o r m a l i t i e s  o f  E n g l i s h  language and custom , t h e i r  a t t e m p t s  o f t e n  

seemed in e p t  to  t h e i r  B r i t i s h  n e ig h b o rs .  In  1800, Thomas P. Cope, a  

Quaker m erchant and form er r e s i d e n t  o f  L a n c a s te r ,  made th e  fo l lo w in g  

e n t r y  in  h i s  d i a r y :

L a n c a s te r  i s  one o f  th e  l a r g e s t  in l a n d  towns 
in  th e  U nited  S t a t e s  and c o n ta in s  perhaps  n o t  
l e s s  th a n  s i x  thousand  i n h a b i t a n t s ,  a  l a r g e  
m a jo r i t y  o f  whom a r e  o f  German e x t r a c t i o n .
A l l ,  however, ape th e  E n g l is h  and in  do ing  i t  
f r e q u e n t ly  commit lu d i c r o u s  b lu n d e r s .  A p e r 
son o f  th e  name G o t t l i e b  Nauman, a  t a v e r n  
k eep e r  s t i l l  a l i v e ,  u sed  when I  was a  boy to  
in fo rm  peop le  o f  h i s  v o c a t io n  and t h a t  he 
p ro v id ed  f o r  b o th  men and h o rse  by th e  
fo l lo w in g  i n s c r i p t i o n  w hich , f o r  many y e a r s ,  
rem ained  on h i s  s ig n ,  'E n te r ta in m e n t  f o r  man 
by G o t t .  Nauman h o r s e .

Nauman was an in n k e ep e r  in  1800; b u t  from 1773 to  1781-83, he worked

a s  a  j o i n e r .  I f  German im m igran ts  a d a p t in g  t o  th e  B r i t i s h  co lony

cou ld  commit b lu n d e rs  in  t h e i r  d r e s s ,  speech , and w r i t i n g ,  why n o t  i n

t h e i r  m a t e r i a l  p ro d u c ts  a s  w e ll?
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Not on ly  B r i t i s h  r e s i d e n t s  b u t  Germans an x io u s  to  adop t 

American s ta n d a rd s  demanded f u r n i t u r e  in  th e  E n g l is h  t a s t e  f o r  t h e i r  

homes. C raftsm en  who w ished  to  s u rv iv e  had to  t e a c h  th e m se lv es  th e  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  u n f a m i l i a r  s t y l e s .  The a cc o u n t books o f  German 

c ab in e tm ak e rs  Abraham Hoover (from L a n c a s te r  County) and P e te r  Rank 

(Lebanon County) a r e  f i l l e d  w i th  p a i n s t a k in g  d raw ings o f  E n g l is h  

form s. T h e i r  s k e tc h e s  a r e  accompanied by n o t a t i o n s  o f  th e  f u r n i t u r e ' s  

p ro p o r t i o n s  and c o n s t r u c t i o n .  On November 11. 1789., m erchant 

C h r is to p h e r  B. Mayer a d v e r t i s e d  i n  th e  Neue U n o a r th en isc h e  L a n c a s te r  

Z e i tu n g  a  l i s t  o f  newly im ported  i te m s  f o r  s a l e  a t  h i s  shop n e x t  t o  

th e  C ourt House. Among th o se  goods were " b r a s s  mounts f o r  Desk, 

D raw ers, Schranke und K is te n ,  door e s c u tc h e o n s ,  and K i s t e n s c h l o f f e r  

( c h e s t  l o c k s ) . "  M ay e r 's  i n t e r p o l a t i o n  o f  th e  E n g l i s h  words "Desks" 

and "Drawers" i n  a  G erm an-language a d v e r t i s e m e n t  s i g n i f i e d  t h a t  th e s e  

forms were u n u su a l  to  him. The e n t r y  a l s o  shows th e  s im u l ta n e o u s  

demand f o r  E n g l is h  and Germanic f u r n i t u r e  forms i n  L a n c a s te r .  The 

w a ln u t a rm c h a ir  in  I l l u s t r a t i o n  3 i s  a  r a r e ,  documented e a r l y  

example o f  a  Germanic i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  an E n g l is h  form . Borough 

r e s i d e n t  D i e t r i c h  T r e b e n s ta d t  s o ld  t h i s  c h a i r  t o  Jacob Weaver in  1765.
3

I t s  o r i g i n  i s  presumed to  be L a n c a s te r .

At l e a s t  t h r e e  sch ranke  t r a c e a b l e  t o  one c a b in e tm a k e r 's  shop 

in  L a n c a s te r  s u rv iv e  ( I l l u s t r a t i o n s  1, 4 ,  and 5 ) .  Two a r e  i n l a i d  w i th  

th e  i n i t i a l s  and presum ably  th e  wedding d a t e s  of t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  ow ners. 

These sch ranke  r e p r e s e n t  th e  e a r l i e s t  d a te d  examples (1758 and 1759) o f
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t h i s  f o r n i c a t e  form in  s o u th e a s t e r n  P e n n s y lv a n ia .  The sch rank  in  

I l l u s t r a t i o n  4 i s  s i m i l a r  to  in l a y  on a c lo c k  c a se  made in  the  

borough in  1755 ( I l l u s t r a t i o n  6 ) .

The drawer c o n s t r u c t i o n  on th e  t h r e e  sch ranke  i s  i d e n t i c a l .

The w a ln u t  draw er f r o n t  and t u l i p  drawer back a r e  d o v e t a i l e d  to  

r e c e iv e  th e  t u l i p  d raw er s i d e s .  The bo ttom  ( a l s o  t u l i p )  i s  s e t ,  w i th  

wood g r a in  run n in g  f ro n t - to - b a c k . ,  in to  r a b b e t s  w hich  a r e  c u t  in t o  th e  

f r o n t  and s id e s .  The bo ttom  i s  b u t t e d  to  th e  draw er back and i s  

secu red  to  a l l  fo u r  members w i th  wrought n a i l s .  The draw er s l i d e s  on 

a p p l ie d  r u n n e r s  ( I l l u s t r a t i o n  7 ) .  The d raw ers  have an u n u su a l  lo c k  

system . I l l u s t r a t i o n  8 shows one o f  th e  square  c u t o u t s  which a r e  a t  

th e  to p  o f  each  draw er s i d e ,  n ea r  th e  draw er f r o n t .  A m e ta l  rod  (now 

m iss in g  from a l l  t h r e e  exam ples) ra n  th ro u g h  th e  c u t o u t s  and p rev en ted  

th e  d raw ers  from open ing .

The c a s e s  o f  a l l  t h r e e  schranke  a r e  jo in e d  w i th  m o r t is e  and 

tenon  j o i n t s  and e ac h  j o i n t  i s  secu red  w i th  two com pressed wooden 

p in s .  The o rn am en ta l  m old ings a t  th e  b a s e ,  c o r n i c e ,  and f r o n t  o f  th e  

schranke a r e  a l s o  a p p l i e d  in  t h i s  manner ( I l l u s t r a t i o n s  9 and 1 0 ) .

The c a s e s '  v e r t i c a l  b ackboa rds  a re  b e v e le d  on t h r e e  s id e s  to  f i t  

n e a t l y  in t o  g ro o v es  i n  th e  case  s id e s  and i n  th e  rem ovable  to p .

The p a n e le d  s id e s  and doors  a r e  c o n s t r u c t e d  from c a r e f u l l y - c u t  

segments w hich a re  g rooved ,  te n o n ed ,  and p inned  t o g e t h e r  ( I l l u s t r a t i o n  

11). House c a r p e n te r s  and j o i n e r s  assem bled  p a n e le d  o r  w a in s c o t te d  

i n t e r i o r s  in  t h i s  same manner. The a r t i s a n s  who c o n s t r u c t e d  th e s e
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schranke  used the  te c h n iq u e s  and s k i l l s  o f  j o i n e r s ;  t h e i r  c lo se  

a l l i a n c e  w i th  th e  b u i ld in g  t r a d i t i o n  i s  u n m is ta k a b le .  Schranke were 

n o t  b u i l t - i n  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f e a t u r e s ,  a l th o u g h  t h e i r  m ass ive  s iz e  made 

t h e i r  p lacem en t i n  th e  home a lm o st  perm anent. Because o f  t h e i r  con 

s t r u c t i o n  te c h n iq u e s  and t h e i r  v i r t u a l  im m obility ., th e  schranke assume 

a p i v o t a l  p la c e  in  th e  continuum between th e  house c a r p e n t r y  and th e  

cab ine tm ak ing  of German-American woodworkers.

In  The Pennsylvania-G erm an D eco ra ted  C h e s t ,  Monroe F ab ian  

n o te s  t h a t  c ase  f u r n i t u r e  was p r e s e n te d  to  th e  German b r id e  and b r i d e 

groom when th e y  began t h e i r  new home. G ustave B r io n ,  n in e t e e n t h -  

c e n tu ry  A ls a c ia n  f o l k l o r i s t ,  re c o rd e d  t h a t  th e  dower f u r n i t u r e  was 

t r a n s p o r t e d  to  th e  home in  a  wagon d e c o ra te d  w i th  r ib b o n s  and f lo w e r s .^  

The d a te d  sch ranke  i n  I l l u s t r a t i o n s  1 and 4 a r e  c o n t in u a t i o n s  o f  t h a t  

t r a d i t i o n  in  A m erica. The f u r n i t u r e  was n o t  m e re ly  a  s to ra g e  c a b in e t  

f o r  c l o th e s  and l i n e n s .  The owners o f  th e  d a te d  sch ranke  were con 

s t a n t l y  rem inded o f  an im p o r ta n t  r i t e  de p a s sa g e ,  t h e i r  m a r r ia g e s ,  and 

o f  t h e i r  e t h n i c i t y .

The sch rank  i s  a  r e i f i c a t i o n  o r  t a n g i b l e  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  German 

c u l t u r a l  i d e n t i t y  in  America. Ge-manic f u r n i t u r e  forms made i n  t h i s  

c o u n t ry  a re  s ig n s  t h e i r  owners used to  c e l e b r a t e  t h e i r  l i f e  and t h e i r  

u n iq u e n e ss .  They a re  n o t  mere m e m o r ia l iz a t io n s  o f  a f ro zen  p a s t ;  l i k e  

language and custom , t h e  f u r n i t u r e  i s  p a r t  o f  a c o n t in u in g  t r a d i t i o n .
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The use o f  th e s e  o b j e c t s  in  th e  home was a  c o n s ta n t  rem inder of t h e i r  

o w n er 's  membership in  a s u b c u l tu r e  bound by a commonality o f  b e l i e f s ,  

custom s, and h e r i t a g e .

E xam ination  o f  con tem porary  i n v e n t o r i e s  shows t h a t  i t  was 

custom ary  to  d i s p la y  schranke (o r  " c l o t h e s  p r e s s e s "  a s  th e y  were 

c a l l e d  in  E n g l ish )  and c h e s t s  i n  th e  p r i v a t e  a r e a s  o f  t h e  home where 

th e y  were viewed by a s e l e c t  a u d ien ce  w hich c o n s i s t e d  of fam ily  

members and v e ry  c lo s e  f r i e n d s .  Even when th e  p a r l o r  c o n ta in e d  

f u r n i s h in g s  t h a t  m ight have been found in  any Anglo-American home, 

th e  bed chambers c o n ta in e d  re m in d e rs  o f  e t h n i c i t y .  T h is  f u r n i t u r e  

was o f t e n  p e r s o n a l i z e d  w i th  i n i t i a l s  and ornam ented w i th  symbology 

(such  a s  s ix - p o in t e d  s t a r s  and p a r r o t s )  t h a t  was f a m i l i a r  to  i t s  

German o b s e rv e r .  Too many i n v e n t o r i e s  c o n ta in  t h i s  p a t t e r n  o f  "mixed 

c u l t u r a l  a f f i l i a t i o n "  to  c o n s id e r  them e x c e p t i o n a l . ^

The 1793 in v e n to ry  o f  Jacob  R e ig e r ,  a p o th e c a ry ,  r e v e a l s  t h a t

he k e p t  "1 Large Walnut C lo th e s  p r e s s  and D re s se r  (v a lu e  £3) 1 Chest

and 1 Trunk (v a lu e  5 / ) "  i n  h i s  N o r th  E a s t  Chamber. R e i g e r ' s  w earing

a p p a re l  was s to re d  in  t h e  c h e s t ,  an example o f  th e  use o f  c h e s t s  f o r

c l o th in g  s to r a g e  by Germans long  a f t e r  c h e s t s  o f  d raw ers  were
£

f a s h io n a b le  among th e  urban  E n g l is h .

S u rv iv in g  i n v e n t o r i e s  o f  c ra f t sm e n  a l s o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  th e y  

owned Germanic a s  w e l l  a s  A nglo-A m erican s t y l e s .  These men had th e  

a b i l i t y  to  make, b a r t e r ,  o r  buy t h e i r  c h o ic e s  o f  f u r n i t u r e .  August 

M ilchsach  owned a " S c r u to i r e  o r  Book Case (v a lu e  £ 5 ) ,  one C lo th e s
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P re ss  (£ 7 ) .  (and) one p o p la r  C hes t ( 1 0 / ) . "  The c a r p e n t e r ' s  t o o l s  t h a t  

he w i l l e d  to  h i s  w ife  were v a lu ed  a t  £ 1 0 :1 0 :1 .  J o i n e r  Henry S t a u f f e r  

w i l l e d  "one c h e s t  hav ing  two d raw ers"  to  h i s  w ife .  B e fo re  th e  w ife  

o f  cab ine tm aker  P h i l i p  Thomas died., she w i l l e d  her  m a rr ie d  d a u g h te r ,  

" th e  b ig  c h e s t  now in  th e  bedroom w i th  a l l  t h e  c o n te n t s  t h e r e i n . "

T hat th e s e  o b j e c t s  were s in g le d  ou t i n  w i l l s  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t .  Only 

o b j e c t s  o f  g r e a t  im portance  t o  th e  h o u se h o ld e r  were s p e c i f i e d .  The 

r e c i p i e n t  of th e  b e q u e s t - - i t  was i n v a r i a b l y  a  woman--was e n t r u s t e d  

w i th  a  p h y s ic a l  rem in d e r  o f  th e  f a m i l y ' s  h i s t o r y  and o f  i t s  Germanic 

t r a d i t i o n s .  Above t h e i r  f u n c t i o n a l  i n t e n t ,  th e  f u r n i t u r e  formed a 

" se c o n d a ry  system  o f  c u l t u r a l  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n "  t h a t  was to  be p e r 

p e tu a te d  bv th e  f a m i ly . 1
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CONCLUSION

B u i ld e r s  f lo c k e d  to  L a n c a s te r  d u r in g  i t s  y e a r s  o f  a c c e l e r a t e d  

grow th . They sought p r o s p e r i t y  in  c o l o n i a l  A m e r ic a 's  "gatew ay to  th e  

W est."  Between 1750 and 1800 th e  e t h n i c  c o m p o s i t io n  of th e  b u i l d in g  

t r a d e  was ab o u t 85% German, a  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  th e  b o ro u g h 's  e t h n i c i t y .

A C o n t in e n ta l  m e n ta l i t y  r e g u l a t e d  th e  c r a f t s m e n 's  p r a c t i c e s .

A r t i s a n s  t r a i n e d  in  Germany o r  t r a i n e d  by Germans a t t a c h e d  

d i f f e r e n t  c o n n o ta t io n s  to  th e  words " c a r p e n t e r , "  " j o i n e r , "  and 

"c a b in e tm a k e r"  th a n  d id  t h e i r  E n g l is h  c o u n t e r p a r t s .  The C o n t in e n ta l  

t r a d i t i o n  c l o s e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  c a r p e n t r y  and c a b i n e t r y  in  a  way t h a t  had 

no E n g l is h  e q u i v a l e n t .  T h is  a l l i a n c e  i s  e v id e n t  i n  L a n c a s te r  i n  th e  

i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  ass ignm en t o f  job  t i t l e s  on t a x  l i s t s  and in  th e  d i s 

p a r i t y  betw een th e  c r a f t s m a n ' s  s e l f - d e s c r i p t i o n  and h i s  p ro d u c ts .  

C a rp e n te r s  and j o i n e r s  i n  L a n c a s te r  who were t r a i n e d  in  t h e  German 

t r a d i t i o n  worked w i th  h a rd  woods and b u i l t  and ornam ented c a s e  f u r n i 

t u r e .  The t h r e e  sch ranke  i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  t h i s  t h e s i s  a r e  exam ples  o f  

th e  s t ro n g  jo in e r - c a b in e tm a k e r  l in k a g e  i n  German-American f u r n i t u r e .  

The German c r a f t s m a n 's  g r e a t e r  ran g e  o f  a b i l i t i e s  n e g a te d  th e  need f o r  

an e a r l y  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  o f  t r a d e s  in  L a n c a s te r .  No c a b in e tm a k e rs  a r e  

named on borough  t a x  l i s t s  b e f o r e  1797 when Thomas Lyons, o f  I r i s h  

d e s c e n t ,  i s  l i s t e d .
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L a n c a s t e r ' s  w e a l th  and p o p u la t io n  c o u ld  not s u p p o r t  a l l  o f  th e  

woodworkers. Many a r t i s a n s  l e f t  f o r  b e t t e r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  F o u r te e n  

fa m ily  g roups  p e r s i s t e d  in  the  woodworking community d e s p i t e  the  

common t r a n s c i e n c v  o f  c ra f t s m e n .  These a r t i s a n s  passed  t h e i r  t r a d e s  

on to  t h e i r  sons ,  and t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  c o n t in u e d  in  L a n c a s te r .  They 

r e p la c e d  th e  g u i l d  system w i th  th e  more t r a d i t i o n a l  system  o f  k in s h ip  

bonds. The members o f  each  group o f f e r e d  m a t e r i a l  and p s y c h o lo g ic a l  

su p p o r t  to  one a n o th e r  and sh a red  in  each  o t h e r ' s  s u c c e s s e s  and 

f a i l u r e s .  T h e i r  p ro d u c ts  show th e  s im u l tan e o u s  demand i n  L a n c a s te r  

f o r  o b j e c t s  in  th e  E n g l is h  a s  w e l l  a s  in  th e  German t a s t e .

The homogeneous b le n d  o f  o b j e c t s  from b o th  m a t e r i a l  c u l t u r e s  

i n  German-American homes was ( i n  t a n g i b l e  form) a  d e l i c a t e  b a la n c e  

betw een r e t e n t i o n  o f  e t h n i c i t y  and a d a p t a t i o n  to  th e  B r i t i s h  c u l t u r e .  

C o n v e n t io n a l  A nglo-A m erican o b j e c t s  f u r n i s h e d  th e  p u b l i c  a r e a s  o f  th e  

house , b u t  Germanic forms were o f t e n  k e p t  in  th e  p r i v a t e  a r e a s  a s  

r e m in d e rs  of t r a d i t i o n .  Schranke and k i s t e n ,  o r  c h e s t s ,  were w i l l e d  

to  succeed ing  g e n e r a t i o n s .  T h is  p r a c t i c e  i n d i c a t e s  th e  im portance  

a t t a c h e d  to  th e  f u r n i t u r e .

P h y s ic a l  env ironm ent i s  th e  t a n g i b l e  p ro d u c t  o f  th o u g h t  

p a t t e r n s  and t h e i r  in f l u e n c e s  on a c t i o n .  B efo re  f u l l  com prehension 

o f  th e  s ig n i f i c a n c e  o f  r e g io n a l  v a r i a t i o n s  in  b u i l d in g  and f u r n i t u r e  

s t y l e s  i s  r e a c h e d ,  an  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  th e  woodworking t r a d e ' s  compo

s i t i o n  and p r a c t i c e  i s  n e c e s s a r y .  The m a t e r i a l  w orld  t h a t  t h e  German
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a r t i s a n s  c r e a t e d  shows th e  im pact o f  B r i t i s h  c u l t u r e  on t h e i r  

l i f e w a y s  a n a ,  c o n v e r s e ly ,  the  woodworkers ' in f lu e n c e  on A nglo-American 

p e r c e p t io n .  C raftsm en  were members o f  th e  e n t i r e  community. The 

a d a p t iv e  and r e t e n t i v e  f e a t u r e s  of t h e i r  b e h a v io r  w ere , by e x t e n s io n ,  

th o se  o f  a l l  Germans in  L a n c a s te r .
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JLCKS

NPLZ

FF

PGFS

PGM

PGSPA

PMHB

WM?

QMMC

HSP

LCCtH

LCHS

MAB

ABBREVIATIONS USED IN NOTES AND BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Key to  P e r i o d i c a l s

J o u r n a l  o f  th e  L a n c a s te r  County H i s t o r i c a l  S o c ie ty

Neue U n p a r th en isc h e  L a n c a s te r  Z e i tu n g  und U nze igs-  
N a c h r ic h te n  (a  newspaper p u b l i s h e d  in  L a n c a s te r .  Pennsylvania, 
d u r in g  th e  e i g h te e n t h  c e n tu ry )

P en n sy lv an ia  F o l k l i f e

P e n n s y lv a n ia  German F o lk lo r e  S o c ie ty

P e n n s y lv a n ia  G e n e a lo g ic a l  Magazine

The P e n n s y lv a n ia  German S ocie ty ,.  P roceed ings  and A d d resses  

P en n sy lv a n ia  Magazine o f  H is to r y  and B iography 

W ill iam  and Mary Q u a r t e r l y ,  t h i r d  s e r i e s

Key t o  R e p o s i t o r i e s  and T h e i r  L o c a t io n s

Jo se p h  Downs M anuscr ip t and M ic ro f i lm  C o l l e c t i o n ,  The Henry 
F r a n c i s  du Pont W in te r th u r  Museum L i b r a r i e s ,  W in te r th u r ,  
Delaware

H i s t o r i c a l  S o c ie ty  o f  P e n n s y lv a n ia ,  P h i l a d e lp h i a ,  
P en n sy lv an ia

L a n c a s te r  County C ourt House, L a n c a s te r ,  P en n sy lv a n ia  

L a n c a s te r  County H i s t o r i c a l  S o c ie ty ,  L a n c a s te r ,  P en n sy lv an ia  

M oravian A rc h iv e s ,  B eth lehem , P en n sy lv an ia
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NOTES

I n t r o d u c t io n

^Jerome H. Wood. J r . .  "C onestoga C ro s s ro a d s :  The R ise  of
L a n c a s te r .  P e n n sy lv a n ia ,  1730-1789 ."  D i s s e r t a t i o n ,  Brown 1969. p . 386. 
Wood's e s t im a te s  a r e  based  on th e  1780 t a x  l i s t .  James T. Lemon, work
ing  a t  th e  tow nsh ip  l e v e l ,  a l s o  e s t i m a t e s  a h ig h  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  Germans 
in  L a n c a s te r  Township and .  by e x t e n s io n ,  i n  th e  borough  in  The B es t  
Poor M an 's  C o u n try :  A G eographic  Study o f  E a r ly  S o u th e a s te rn  P e n n s y l
v a n ia  (B a l t im o re :  The J o h n s  Hopkins P r e s s ,  1972} F ig u re s  25 and 26
(pp. 82-83) show t h e  German p o p u la t io n  was "50+%" in  1758-59 and in  
1782.

^That i s ,  a  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  " th e  knowledge a  g roup  o f  p e o p le  
have le a rn e d  to  o rg a n iz e  t h e i r  b e h a v i o r . "  Jam es P. S p ra a le y  and 
David W. McCurdy, The C u l t u r a l  E x p e r ie n c e :  E thnography  in  a  Complex
S o c ie ty  (C hicago : S c ience  R esea rc h  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  1972),  p. 9 .  Two
e x c e l l e n t  examples o f  e th n o g ra p h ie s  w i th  a  t im e  d im en s io n ,  t h a t  i s ,  
e t h n o - h i s t o r i e s ,  a r e  Anthony F . C. W a l la c e 's  w orks .  D eath  and R e b i r th  
o f  th e  Seneca: The R e l ig io n  o f  Handsome Lake (New York: Knopf,
1972) ; R ockdale : The Growth o f  an A merican V i l l a g e  i n  th e  E a r ly
I n d u s t r i a l  R e v o lu t io n .  1825-1865 (New Y ork: Knopf, 1978).
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Chapter I

■\james T. Lemon. " U rb a n iz a t io n  and th e  Development o f  
E ig h te e n th -C e n tu ry  S o u th e a s te rn  P e n n sy lv a n ia  and A d jace n t  D e law are ."  
Wyr;. 24 (1967).. 511.

“ I b i d . .  p. 513.

^I b i d . . pp. 513-514.

~* Ib id . . F ig u re  IV. p. 541.

''Uood. p . 388.

°L. M. , Well Meant I n f o r m a t io n  a s  t o  How th e  Germans Who Wish 
to  T ra v e l  t o  P en n sy lv a n ia  Should Conduct Them selves (1749), r e p r i n t  in  
PGM, t r a n s l a t i o n ,  A lb e r t  H. G e r b e r ic h  22 (1 9 6 2 ) ,  231.

' I b i d . , pp. 232-237 . For an  e x p la n a t io n  o f  t h e  e m ig ra t io n  
p ro c e d u re ,  see  O tto  Langguth , " P e n n sy lv a n ia  German P io n e e rs  from th e  
County o f  W ertheim ,"  t r a n s l a t i o n ,  D onald H. Y oder, PGFS, 12 (1947),  
147-289.

g
Langguth , p .  218.
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Chapter I I

^"Hamilton quo ted  by John Ward W ilson Loose.. The H e r i ta g e  o f  
L a n c a s te r  (Woodland H i l l s :  Windsor P u b l i c a t i o n s .  1978).. p. 12;
Benjamin F . Owen. e d . .  " L e t t e r s  o f  Reverend R ic h a rd  Locke and 
Reverend George C r a i g . "  PMHB. 24 (1900 ) .  467 ; P o u ltn e y  he lped  b u i l d  
th e  town j a i l  i n  1746, He had a  shop "At th e  s ig n  o f  th e  Hand Saw" 
where he so ld  " . . . a  f i n e  v a r i e t y  o f  ironm ongery  and f u r n i t u r e  s u i t a b l e  
f o r  d e sk s ,  d ra w e rs ,  e t c . "  John W. L ip p o ld ,  " E a r ly  L a n c a s te r  A r c h i 
t e c t u r e ,  JLCHS, 75 (1972 ) ,  148.

“L ip p o ld ,  p. 148: M. L u ther  H e isey ,  "The Borough F a t h e r s , "  
JLCHS. 46 (1 9 4 2 ) ,* 4 5 .

■^This p e r i p a t e t i c  e x i s t e n c e  was a l s o  common among P h i l a d e l 
p h ia  u p h o l s t e r e r s  d u r in g  th e  same tim e p e r io d .  See P a t r i c i a  C. 
O 'D o n n e l l ,  '*Ihe U p h o ls te ry  Trade i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  1760-1810 ,"  t h e s i s .  
U n iv e r s i t y  o f  D elaw are , 1979.

"‘'James T. Lemon, The 3e s t  Poor Man * s C o u n try , p . 73.

^John Snyder, "Carved C h ippenda le  Case F u r n i t u r e  from 
L a n c a s te r ,  P e n n s y lv a n ia ,"  A ntiq  ue s , 107 (May 1975),  965-967.

^ i l l  tam A rm strong, Organs f o r  A m erica: The L i fe  and Work
o f  David Tannenberg  ( P h i l a d e lp h i a :  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  P e n n sy lv a n ia  P r e s s ,
1967),  p . 69.

7Lemon, T ab le  V I I ,  p . 538, WMQ.

^While c o o p e rs  en joyed  f i n a n c i a l  su ccess  com parable to  th o se  
i n  o th e r  a r e a s ,  t h e i r  c r a f t  was o u t  o f  th e  b u i l d in g  m a ins tream .

Q
D ia c h ro n ic :  a  rev iew  o f  changes  over  a p e r io d  o r  t im e .

“^Taxonomy: i n  t h i s  c o n t e x t ,  a  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of th e  wood
w o rk e r s '  job  t i t l e s  and th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  th e  t i t l e s  to  each  o t h e r .  
T h is  shows th e  h i e r a r c h y  b o th  r e a l ,  in  th e  form o f  t a x  l i s t s ,  and 
im p l ie d ,  in  th e  re a lm  o f  s k i l l s ,  t h a t  governed  t h e i r  w orking r e l a t i o n 
s h i p s ;  th e  te rm  "ch a irm ak e r"  i s  a p p l i e d ,  i n  t h i s  t h e s i s ,  t o  makers o f  
s e a t i n g  f u r n i t u r e ,  n o t  to  makers o f  c a r r i a g e s .

^^Young F e t t e r  d ie d  o f  consum ption  b e fo re  com p le tin g  h i s  
a p p r e n t i c e s h i p .  3 u r i e l  3ook. M oravian C hurch , L a n c a s te r ,  P e n n sy lv a n ia ,  
t y p e s c r i p t  t r a n s l a t e d ,  p .  13, LCHS; " C o n t in e n ta l  F u r n i t u r e  C raf tsm en  
i n  London: 1511 to  1625,"  J o u r n a l  o f  th e  F u r n i t u r e  H is to r y  S o c ie ty ,
7 (1971),  98.

12W il l  3ook L, 1, 606, LCCtH; DMMC, Number 1384.

R eproduced with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



“ W il l  Book R, 260. LCCtH; W ill  Book D, 1, 238. LCCtH;
B urk h ar t  in v e n to ry .  1733. LCHS. The organ  i s  modeled a f t e r  P l a t e  IV 
( l e f t )  of the  t h i r d  e d i t i o n .  Snyder. "C hippenda le  Case F u r n i t u r e . "  
pp. 365-967.

^ " B i l l s  fo r  work on th e  C ourt House.." Case 15,. F o ld e r  B,
T£HS; Davbook o f  th e  C o rp o ra t io n  o f  t h e  Holv T r i n i t y  Church. 1783-
1825. t y p e s c r i p t  copy., p. 11. LCHS.

^ J o h n  Snyder, "The Bachman A t t r i b u t i o n s ,  A R e c o n s id e r a t io n ,"
A n t iq u e s . 105 (May 1974), 1063.

^®See th e  MS Day Book o f  J a s p e r  Y e a te s ,  March 10, 1766, to  
December 31, 1767, p. 66, f l y  l e a f ,  LCHS; see t h e  MS Day Book o f  th e  
L a n c a s te r  Moravian C o n g reg a t io n .  1746-60 (Document Box 2 ) ,  MAB.

‘ ‘'The Humes c h a i r s  were u p h o ls te r e d  W indsors .  Y e a te s ,  Day 
Book, p . 256; The F e t t e r  in v e n to ry  was ta k e n  by P h i l i p  Thomas. Jacob 
F e t t e r  in v e n to r y ,  1777, LCHS; NUIZ. Wednesday, November 11, 1789, LCHS

^ S e e  th e  MS L e t t e r  Book o f  J a s p e r  Y e a te s ,  March 23 , 1768, 
LCHS; Y e a te s ,  Day Book, pp. 40 , 256.

19German c a r p e n te r  Jacob  Knorr perform ed  s i m i l a r  s e r v i c e s  when 
he b u i l t  Benjamin Chew's "C liveden"  i n  Germantown. In  1766 and 1767, 
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1 August M ilc h sa ch ,  in v e n to r y ,  1790, LCHS; W i l l  Book, J ,  265, 
LCCtH; J u l i a n n a  Thomas W i l l ,  W il l  3ook L, 607, LCCtH; A l ic e  Hanson 
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Pennsylvania ..  1760 -1810 ,” M aster o f  A r t s  T h e s i s .  U n iv e r s i t y  
o f  D elaw are , 1976.

T r i n i t y  L u th e ran  Church, L a n c a s te r .  B u r i a l  R eco rd s ,  1748-1820 MS.
LCHS.

_________ . Day Book o f  th e  C o rp o ra t io n ,  1788-1825 TS. LCHS.

_________ . M a r r ia g e s ,  1731-1850 TS. LCHS.

_________ . Records and N otes o f  I n t e r e s t ,  1758-1825 TS, V, 103A. LCHS.

Weaver F am ily  Genealogy TS. LCHS, f i l e  f o l d e r .

Wood, Jerome Herman, J r .  "C onestoga  C ro s s ro a d s :  The R ise  o f
L a n c a s te r ,  P e n n s y lv a n ia ,  1730-1789 ,"  D i s s e r t a t i o n  Brown 
U n iv e r s i t y ,  1969.

J a s p e r  Y e a te s ,  Account Book MS. LCHS.

_________ , Day Book, March 10, 1765 - December 31, 1767 MS. LCHS.

_________ , L e t t e r  Book D, November 1, 1767 -  F e b ru a ry  12, 1769 MS.
LCHS.
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APPENDIX A

Woodworkers in. L a n c a s te r .  P e n n s y lv a n ia .  Between 1750 and 1800

The woodworkers a r e  l i s t e d  a l p h a b e t i c a l l y  w i t h i n  th e  t e n -y e a r  p e r io d  

they  f i r s t  worked i n  th e  borough. The d a t e s  a s s ig n e d  a r e  th e  ran g e  of 

y e a r s  in  w hich th e y  w orked; most a r t i s a n s  d id  n o t  work c o n t in u o u s ly  

d u r in g  th o s e  y e a r s .  Job t i t l e s  a re  based  on con tem porary  s o u rc e s .  I f  

a man had more th a n  one job  t i t l e  d u r in g  h i s  working y e a r s ,  b o th  t i t l e s  

a re  l i s t e d  and s e p a r a t e d  by a  d ia g o n a l  l i n e .

1750

George B u rk h a r t 1750-1785c'.. c a r  pen t  e r / j  o i n e r
John Conecome 1759 c a r p e n te r
P e te r  Danig 1759-1786 t u r n e r
George Dorwather 1759 c a r p e n te r
Jacob F e t t e r ,  S r . 1751-1777d. t  u r  n e r / cha irm aker
S to p h e l  F r a n c is c u s 1759-1779 c a r p e n te r
Ephraim B e n e d ic t  G arb e l 1759-1771d. c a r p e n te r /c a b in e tm a k e r
George G e ig e r ,  Sr. 1758-1790 j o i n e r / l a b o r e r
John G e ig e r ,  S r. 1759-1792 j o i n e r
John Grosh 1759-1778d. j o i n e r
Casper Huber 1759-1778 j o i n e r / c a r p e n te r
Jacob Kuntz 1758 c a r p e n te r
M ichael L ind , S r. 1757-1792d. c a r p e n t e r / j o i n e r
Abraham Mayer 1758-1791 j o i n e r
George N o r th 1759 c a r p e n te r
John P o s te lw e id 1759-1763 j o i n e r
John George Power 1759 c a r p e n te r
G o t t l i e b  S ehner ,  S r . 1751-1779d. j o i n e r / c a r p e n te r
Jacob  Weaver 1756-1797 t u r n e r
P e te r  Weaver 1759 c a r p e n te r
V a le n t in e  Weaver 1751-1778 t u r n e r
Jacob W eiss 1 7 5 8 -1 8 0 0 . . . cooper
G o t t l i e b  Whener 1757-1780 c a r p e n te r
John Young 1751-1772 j o i n e r / c a r p e n t e r

60
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David A bbvient

61

1760

1763 j o i n e r
D an ie l F e t t e r 1763-17S5d. cooper
G o t t l i e b  F e t t e r 1763-1782d. cha irm aker
Adam F o l t z 1763-1799 j o i n e r / c a r p e n t e r
Adam H art 1769-1799 tu r n e r
P h i l i p  H ar t 1769-1791 j o i n e r / c a r p e n t e r
Casper H ausser c . 1760-1778 j o i n e r
P e te r  H e f f l e i c h 1761-1779 tu r n e r
M ichael Koch 1763-1767 jo  in e r
C h r i s t i a n  Mayer 1761-1778 tu r n e r
G a b r ie l  Maynesheimer 1763 io in e r
August M ilch sach 1769-1785 j o i n e r
C h a r le s  Parmley 1763 c a r p e n te r
P e te r  R ic h te r 1760-1769 c a r p e n t e r / j o i n e r
Ludwig S ig le r 1761 c a r p e n te r
P h i l i p  Thomas 1 7 6 9 -1 8 0 0 .. . c a r  p en t  e r  /  j  o iner/ cab in e  tmaker
George Wein 1769-1786 j o i n e r

1770

John Annes 1770-1772 j o i n e r
John A shbridge 1770 j o i n e r
John B ense l 1772 c a r p e n t e r / j o i n e r
G o t t l i e b  3 1 im le r 1 ?7r. ..1 79? j o i n e r
P e te r  Brotzmann 1779-1817d. j o i n e r / c a r p e n t e r
John Bugh 1 7 7 8 -1 8 0 0 . . . j o i n e r / c a r p e n t e r
R obert Casson 1772-1773 j o i n e r
D an ie l D i f f e n b e rg e r 1772 NA
M ichael D i f f e n d e r f e r 1772 j o i n e r
Conrad D o ll 1 7 7 8 -1 8 0 0 . . . sp in n e t /o rg a n m a k e r
Henry E t t e r 1779-1783 c h a i rm a k e r / t u r n e r
Jacob F e t t e r ,  J r . 1775-1797 c h a i r m a k e r / tu r n e r
N a th a n ie l  F e t t e r 1774 cha irm aker  /  cab in e  tmak e r
Jacob F lu b a c h e r 1777-1792 c a r p e n t e r / j o  i n e r
C h r is to p h e r  F r a n c is c u s 1778-1793 c a r p e n t e r / l a b o r e r
John F r a n c i s c u s 1785-1792 c a r p e n t e r / j o i n e r
P e te r  F r i c k 1771-1778 j o i n e r
Conrad H e f f l e i c h 1772-1773 t u r n e r
V a le n t in e  H e f f l e i c h 1777 c a rp e n t  e r / j  o in e r
D e t r e i c h  H eis 1770-1819d. j o i n e r / c a r p e n t e r
Wilhelm Hoffmann 1772 j o i n e r
David H o s t e t t e r NA NA
John J o n e s 1777-1782 cha irm aker
M ichael Kuntz 1774-1797 j o i n e r / c a r p e n t e r
Conrad Lind 1 7 7 8 -1 8 0 0 .. . j  o in  e r  /  c a r  p e n t  er
John Lind 1 7 7 7 -1 8 0 0 . . . c a r p e n t e r / j o i n e r
Adam Lowry 1770-1773 c a r p e n t  e r / j  o in e r
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F r e d e r i c h  Mann 1770-1796 c a r p e n t e r / j o i n e r
G o t t l i e b  Nauman 1773-1733 c a r  p en t  e r  /  j  0 in e r
M2.ch2.6 l  Ruhn 1770 j o i n e r
G o t t l i e b  S ehner,  J r . 1777-1797d. j  0 i n e r / c a r p e n te r
John S h a r t e l 1770-1775 jo i n e r
Henry S t a u f f e r 1775-1799 jo i n e r
Adam S to c k s la g e r 1770-1791 c a r  p e n t  e r /'j  0 in  e r
S tephen  Sudden 1770-1772 j o i n e r
C o rn e l iu s  S w itze r 1770-1788 c a r p e n t e r / j o i n e r
Ambrose T urner 1772-1779d. j o i n e r
Jacob Weaver. J r . 1779-1789 tu r n e r
P e te r  Witmer 1772 jo i n e r

1780

George Bachman 1797 c a r p e n te r
Jacob B u r k h a r t , J r . 1785-1790 c a r p e n t e r / l a b o r e r
D an ie l  B la t t e n b e r g e r 1785-1789 c a r p e n te r
John B la t t e n b e r g e r 1785-1789 c a r p e n t  e r
Bartholomew Dorus 1785 c a r p e n te r
M a t th ia s  F e t t e r 1785-1790 cha irm aker
Samuel G ardner 1788-1790 tu r n e r / c h a i rm a k e r
John G e ig e r ,  J r . 1780-1793 j o i n e r
George G e ig e r ,  J r . 1 7 8 6 -1 8 0 0 . . . j o i n e r
P e te r  Grubb 1782-1789 j o i n e r
W illiam  H e fe i 1 7 8 2 -1 8 0 0 . . . j 0 i n e r / c a r p e n te r
George H ersch 1786 c a r p e n te r
Jacob Huber 1782-1797 j o i n e r / c a r p e n t e r
Samuel Humes 1 7 8 0 -1 8 0 0 . . . cha irm aker
David K re id e r 1787-1799 c a r p e n t e r / j o i n e r
Henry K re id e r 1786-1797 j 0 i n  e r / c a r p e n t  e r
John Leveran 1785 c a r p e n te r
M ichael L ind ,  J r . 1 7 8 6 -1 8 0 0 . . . j o i n e r
F r a n c i s  Merrow 1782-1799 c a r p e n te r
P e te r  Marrow 1786-1788 t u r n e r
Jacob M i l l e r 1785 c a r p e n te r
Thomas Morgan 1 7 8 8 -1 8 0 0 . . . c a r p e n t  e r / j  0 in e r
John R o b e r ts 1786-1793 NA
Thomas R o b e r ts 1 7 8 6 -1 8 0 0 . . . j o i n e r
George Rode 1 7 8 9 -1 8 0 0 . . . j o i n e r
John Rode 1 7 8 8 -1 8 0 0 . . . c a r p e n te r
Jacob R ubbert 1785 c a r p e n te r
John Sehner 1793-1799 c a r p e n t e r
Andrew T ra y e r 1782-1797 c a r p e n t e r / j o i n e r
Thomas T u rn e r 1786-1787 j o i n e r
M a t th ia s  2 a n i s e 1783-1785 j 0 i n e r / c a r p e n te r
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1 7 9 0

George Brumgart 1793-179 7 j o i n e r
R obert Burns 1797- 1 S 0 0 . . . j  o i n e r / c a rp e n t  e r
Abraham E a s t 1 7 9 7 -1 S 0 0 .. . j  o i n e r / c a rp e n t  e r
C h a r le s  Evens 1793 j o i n e r
George F i s t e r 1792-1793 j o i n e r / l a b o r e r
George F o lke 1792-1799 j o i n e r / c a r p e n t e r
John H e is 1792-1797 c a r p e n te r
G a r r e t  Hoot 1797 cha irm aker
Casper Koch 1 7 9 9 -1 8 0 0 . . . j o i n e r / c a r p e n te r
John D r e i s s e r 1792 la b o re r /c a s k e tm a k e r
C h r i s t i a n  Lang 1792-1797 j o i n e r
Thomas Lyons 1 7 9 9 . . . c ab in e tm ak er
George H i lc h sa c h 1 7 9 9 . . . c a r p e n te r
Herman Nees 1799 . . . j o i n e r
John P a rk e r 1792 c a r p e n te r
F r a n c i s  P a rk e r 1 7 9 7 . . . j o i n e r / c  a r p e n t e r
Henry P h i l i p s 1793-1795 j o i n e r / c a r p e n te r
Abraham R ib ia n 1 7 9 9 . . . j o i n e r
C h r i s t i a n  Rine 1 7 9 8 . . . j o i n e r
John S h i l l i n g 1 7 9 9 . . . j o i n e r
C o rn e l iu s  S t o r t z i u s 1793 t u r n e r
George Thomas 1790-1794 j o i n e r
T ob ias  Wolf 1792-179 3 j o i n e r
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APPENDIX 11

Name

FOURTEEN WOODWORKERS' GROUPS THAT PERSISTED IN LANCASTER 

Working D a te s  Jo b  T i t l e

Group 1

l*George B u r k h a r t ,  S r .
1 Jolm Grosli
2 George B u r k h a r t ,  J r .  
2 Conrad D o l l

Group 2

1 J a c o b  F e t t e r ,  S r .
2 Jacob  F e t t e r ,  J r .  
2 D a n ie l  F e t t e r
2 G o t t l i e b  F e t t e r
2 N a th a n i e l  F e t t e r  
.1 M a t th ia s  F e t t e r
3 Jacob  F e t t e r  I I I  
J  F r e d e r i c h  F e t t e r

Group 3

1 Adam l l a r t
1 P h i l i p  H a r t

Group A

j. August M ilc h sa ch
2 G eorge M ilc h sa c h

1750-1785d. 
1759-1778d. 
1785-1790 
1 7 7 8 -1 8 0 0 . . .

1751-1777d. 
1775-1797 
1763-1785d . 
1763-1782d. 
1774
1785-1790 
1 8 0 5 -c .1835

1 7 6 9 -1 7 9 9 . . .  
1769-1791

1769-1785 
1799. . .

c a r p e n te r
j o i n e r
c a r p e n t e r
s p in n e t /o rg a n m a k e r

t u r n e r / c h a i r m a k e r
ch a irm ak e r
coo p er
c h a irm ak e r
cab in e tm a k e r
ch a irm ak e r
c h a irm a k e r
c h a i rm a k e r

t u r n e r
j o i n e r / c a r p e n t e r

B i r t h p l a c e  o r  R e l a t i o n s h i p  
__________ to  Group__________

o r i g i n  unknown 
( B u r k h a r t ' s  n e ig h b o r)  
L a n c a s t e r ,  PA 
( B u r k h a r t ' s  nephew; 
a p p r e n t i c e d  to  B u rk h a r t)

P f a l t z ,  Germany 
L a n c a s te r ,  PA 
O ley , PA 
01 ey, PA 
L a n c a s t e r ,  PA 
L a n c a s t e r ,  PA 
L a n c a s t e r ,  PA 
L a n c a s te r ,  PA

j o i n e r
c a r p e n te r

W i t t g e n s t e i n ,  Germany 
Canada
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Group 5

1 G ra n c is  Merrow 
1 P e te r  Merrow

Group 6

1 John G e ig e r ,  S r .
1 George G e ig e r ,  S r .
1 J aco b  Kuntz
2 John  G e ig e r ,  J r .
2 G eorge G e ig e r ,  J r .
2 M ichae l Kuntz

Group 7

1 M ichae l L in d ,  S r .
2 M ichae l L in d ,  J r .
2 John  Lind
2 Conrad Lind 
2 Jacob  F lu b a c h e r

Group 8

1 P h i l i p  Thomas
2 G eorge Thomas

G r o u p  9

1 G o t t l i e b  S eh n e r ,  Sr.
2 G o t t l i e b  S e h n e r ,  J r .  
2 John  Sehner
2 David K re id e r  
2 llenry  K re id e r

1 7 8 2 -1 7 9 9 . . .  
1786-1788

1759-1792
1758-1790
1758
1780-1793 
1786-1800. . .  
1776-1797

1757-1792 
1 7 8 6 -1 8 0 0 . . .
1 7 7 7 -1 8 0 0 . . .
1 7 7 8 -1 8 0 0 . . .  
1777-1792

1 7 6 9 -1 8 0 0 . . .  
1790-1796

1751-1779d. 
1777-1797 
1793-1799 
1 7 8 7 -1 7 9 9 . . .  
1786-1797

c a r p e n t e r
t u r n e r

j o i n e r
j o i n e r / l a b o r e r  
c a r p e n t e r  
j o i n e r  
j o i n e r
j o i n e r / c a r p e n t e r

(M ichael K u n tz ' f a t h e r )

(John G e ig e r ,  S r . ' s  s te p s o n )

c a r p e n t e r / j o i n e r  
j o i n e r
c a r p e n t e r / j o i n e r  
c a r  pen t  e r  /  jo  in  e r  
c a r p e n t e r / j o i n e r

( a r r i v e d  in  A m erica ,  1755)

(worked w i th  John Lind)

j o i n e r / c a b i n e t m a k e r  
j o i n e r

P f u l l i n g e n ,  Germany

c a r p e n t e r
c a r p e n t e r
c a r p e n t e r
c a r p e n t e r
c a r p e n t e r

W u r t te n b e rg ,  Germany

(moved o u t s i d e  th e  borough) 
(S eh n e r ,  J r . ' s  b ro th e r - in - la w )  
( K r e i d e r 1s b r o th e r )



1 D e t r i e c h  l l e i s
2 Jolm R e is

1770-1819d.
1792-1797

c a r p e n t e r
c a r p e n t e r

Group 11

1 Jac o b  Weaver, S r .  
1 P e te r  Weaver
1 V a le n t in e  Weaver
2 Jac o b  Weaver, J r .

Group 12

1 G eorge Rode 
1 Jobn Rode

1756-1797
1759
1751-1778
1779-1789

1 7 8 9 -1 8 0 0 ..  
1 7 8 9 -1 8 0 0 ..

t u r n e r
c a r p e n t e r
t u r n e r
t u r n e r

j o i n e r
c a r p e n t e r

Group 13

1 S to p h e l  F r a n c i s c u s ,  Sr.
2 C h r i s to p h e r  F r a n c i s c u s ,  J r .  
2 John F r a n c i s c u s

Group 14

1 Samuel Humes
2 John  P a rk e r
2 F r a n c i s  P a rke r

1759-1779
1778-1793
1785-1792

1 7 8 0 -1 8 0 0 . . .  
1 7 9 2 -1 8 0 0 . . .  
17 9 7 -1 8 0 0 . .  .

c a r p e n t e r
c a r p e n t e r
c a r p e n t e r

ch a irm ak e r
c a r p e n t e r
c a r p e n t e r

I r e l a n d
( r e n t s  from Rumes) 
( a p p r e n t i c e d  t o  Rumes)

*Numbers to  th e  l e f t  o f  c r a f t s m a n ' s  name i n d i c a t e  h i s  g e n e r a t io n  w i t h i n  t he  group .
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