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JOURNAL 

OF THE 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

OF THE 

STATE OF DELA\VARE. 

At a sessio11 ef the General Assembly, convened and held at Dover, 
on Tuesday, the fourth day ef January, in the year ef our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-three, and of the Independence ef 
the United States ef America, the seventy-seventh. 

Messrs. James Delaplaine, Jesher H. Dixon, Alexander M. Biddle, 
Charles Gooding, Joshua S. Vaientine, John A. Reynolds and Ephraim 
Beaston, of New Castle county; and 

Messrs. Benjamin L. Collins, John G. Chambers, Paris T. Carlisle, 
Eli Saulsbury, Merritt Scotten, Manlove Hayes and William Thompson, 
from Kent county ; and 

Messrs. James F. Burton, James F. Martin, John R. McFee, John Day, 
William W. Morgan, Benjamin Burton and Alfred Short, from Sussex 
county, appeared and took their seats. 

The members being all present, the returns of the election for Repre· 
sentatives of the several counties of the State were read. 

By the returns of the officers of New Castle county, appointed by law 
judges of elections, it appeared that on the second Tuesday of November 
last, at the several and respective places specified by law for holding the 
elections in and for said county, the following persons were chosen to 
represent the said county in the House of Representatives of the State of 
Delaware, to wit: James Delaplaine, .Jesher H. Dixon, Alexander M. 
Biddle, Charles Gooding, Joshua S. Valentine, John A. Reynolds and 
Ephraim Beaston, Esqrs. 

By the returns of the officers of Kent county, appointed by law judges 
of elections, it appeared that on the second Tuesday of November last, 
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at the several and respective places specified by law for holding the elec­
tions in and for said county, the following persons were chosen to repre­
sent the said cotJnty in the House of Representatives of the State of Dela· 
ware, to wit: Benjamin L. Collins, John G. Chambers, Paris T. Carlisle, 
,Eli Saulsbury, M~rritt Scotten, Manlove Hayes and William Thomp:on, 
E~qrs. 

Hy the returns of, the officers of Sussex county, appointed by law judges 
of elections, it appeared tbat on the second Tuesday of November last, at 
the several and respective places specified by law for holding the elec­
t.ions in and for the said county, the following persons were chosen to 
represent the said county in the House of Representatives of the State of 
Delaware, to wit: James F. Burton, James F. Martin, John R. McFee, 
John Day, William W. Morgan, Benjamin Burton and Alfred Short, 
Esq rs. . 

On motion of Mr. Reynolds, 
Mr. Carlisle was elected Chairman pro tern., and 

On motion of Mr. McFee, 
Mr. Valentine ~as appointed temporary Clerk. 

On motion of Mr. Chambers, 
The House proceeded to elect by ballot a Speaker; whereupon, John 

R. McFee, Esq.; was elected. 

The Speaker and members elect were then qualified, according to the 
constitution and laws of the State, and the act of Congress, entitled "An 
act to regulate the time and manner of administering certain oaths," as 
appears by the following certificate, to wit: 

I, Paris T. Carlisle, a member elect of the House of Representatives of 
the State of Delaware, from the county of Kent, do he~eby certify that 
John IL McFee, a member elect of the House of Representatives, from 
the county of Sussex was, previous to Pnlering upon any other business, 
and previous to his tak1ing his seat as Speaker, duly sworn by me on the 
Holy Evangels of Almighty God, to support the Constitution of the United 
States, to support thfl Conslitution of the State of Delaware, and to per· 
form his duties as a member of the General Assembly of the said State 
with fidelity; and that he also took and subscribed the oath mentioned and 
set forth in section 1, chapter 24, of the revised code, entitled "General 
provisions respecting public officers." ' 

And I, John R. Mc Fee, Speaker of the House of Representatives of the 
State of Delaware, do herPby cerlify that James Delaplaine, Jesher H. 
Dixon, Alexander M. Biddle, Charles Gooding, Joshua S. Vtileutine, John 
A. Reynolds and Ephraim Beaston, of New Castle county; Benjamin L. 
Collin~, John G. Chambers, Paris T. Carlisle, Eli Sauh1b1Jry, MPrritt 
Scotten, Manlove Hayes and William Thompson, of Kent connty; Ben­
jamin Burton, William W. Morgan, John Day, Alfred Short, James F. 
Burton and James F. Martin, of Sussex county; members elect of the 
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House of Representatives- were, previously to entering upon any other 
· husiness, and previous to taking their seats, respectively sworn or affirm­
ed by me to support the Con5titution of .the United States, to support the 
Constitution of the State of Delaware, and to perform their duties as mem-. 
b:rs of the General AssPmbly of the said State with fidelity; and that 
thPy lllso took and subscribed the oalh mentioned and set forth in section 
1, chapter 24, of the revised code, el1titled "General provisions respect-
iog public officers." / , 

Wit.ness our hands this fourth day of January, in the year of our Lord' 
one thousand eight hundred and fifty-three. 

PARIS T. CARLISLE, 

JOHN R. McFEE. 

The Spoaker, after being qualified, made an appropriate expression of 
his .. sense of obligation for the honor conferred upon him by the House. 

Orr motion of Mr. Chambers, 

The House proceeded to ballot for a Clerk; whereupon Clayton A. 
Cowgill was duly elected, introduced, affirmed and took his seat at the 
Clerk's 'table. 

On motion of Mr. Hayes, 

The House proceeded to ballot for a Sergeant-at arms and door-keeper, 
and James Jaquett was duly elected and qualified. 

On motion of Mr. Carlisle, 

The House proceeded to ballot for a Messenger, and William S. Leath· 
erbury was elected. 

On motion of Mr. Chambers, 

The Clerk was directed to inform the Senate that the H011se of Repre­
sentatives was duly organized and ready to procee? to business. 

Mr. Saulsbury moved,. 

That John K. Jarvis be allowed a seat on the floor of this House,. for 
the purpose of reporting the proceedings thereof. 

\\'hereupon, 

On motion of Mr. Valentine, 

The consideration of the question was postponed until this afternoon. 

Mr. Hayes moved, 
That a committee of three be appointed to draft rules for the regulation 

of the House of Representatives at its present session. 

W bich motion PreMiled. 

And Messrs. Hayes, Valentine and James F. Burton were appointed 
said committee. 
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Mr. Buffington, Clerk of the Senate, being admitted, informed the 
House of the organization of the Senate, and that it was ready to receive 
any communication from the House. 

And he withdrew. 

Mr. Valentine offered the following resolution, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read, as follows, to wit:-
Resoli,ed, That a committee of three on the part of the House, be ap­

pointed, to act jointly with a like committte on the part of the Senate, to 
wait on His Excellency the Governor, and inform him that a quorum of 
both Houses of the Legislature have convened, organized, and are ready 
to receive any communication he may see proper to make. 

Mr. Gooding moved, 
That the r~solution be adopted. 

Which motion Prei,ailed. 
Whereupon, 
Messrs. Valentine, Gooding and Benjamin Burton were appointed said 

committee. 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

Mr, James F. Burton offered the following resolution, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read, as follows :-

Resolved, That the Rev. Thomas G. Murphey be invited to act as Chap· 
lain of the House of Representatives, during the present session of the 
General Assembly. 

Whereupon, 
On motion of Mr. Valentine, 

The resolution was ordered to lay on the table until this afternoon, by 
the following vote:-

Yeas.-Messrs. Biddle, Beaston, Benjamin Burton, Carlisle, Cham­
bers, Collins, Day, Morgan, Scotten, Short, Valentine and Mr. Speak· 
er-12. 

Nays.-Messrs . .Tames F. Burton, Delaplaine, Dixon, Gooding, Hayes, 
Martin, Reynolds, Saulsbury, Thompson-9. 

Mr. Huffinaton, Clerk of the Senate, being admitted, informed the 
House that the° Senate had concurred in the joint resolution appointing a 
committee to wait upon His Excellency the Governor, and that Messrs. 
Sorden and du Pont had been appointed said committee on the part of the 
Senate. 

And he withdrew. 
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On motion of Mr, Hayes, 
The House adjourned until three o'clock this afternoon. 

Same Day, 3 o'clock, P. M. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Valentine, chairman of the committee appointed this morning, on 
the part of the House, to wait tm His Excellency the Governor, reported 
that the joint committee of both Houses hat.I discharged the duty devolv· 
ing upon them, and that His Excellency would make a written communi­
cation to both Houses of the Legislature in ten minutes. 

Alfred P. Robinson, Esq., Secretary of State, being admitted, presented 
a written message from His Excellency the Governor, together with sun­
dry papers and documents. 

And he withdrew. 

On motion of Mr. Chambers, 
The communications from His Excellency the Governor were read, as 

follows, to wit :-

Fellow-citizens of the Senate, 
and House of Representatives : 

The swiftly rolling years have again brought us to the period indicated 
by the constitution for your biennial assemblage, for the purpose of con· 
suiting upon such measures as may best tend to promote the interests and 
secure the happiness of the people. It is a source of unmingled.~atisfac· 
tion that I am again permitted to congratulate you, not only upon the 
continued welfare of the State of Delaware, but also upon the increased 
prosperity of the Federal Union. Peace and plenty smile throughout our 
enlarged territories; order, tra·nquility and contentment, characterize the 
separate communities of the Republic. The voice of internal discord, re­
cently so ominous of disruption, no longer jars the general harmony of 
our happy system; and the seeming cleches of opinion and conflict of 
views engendered by a p!'esidential election have subsided into an univer· 
sal acquiescence and satisfaction in the result. Good government, adhe· 
rence to the great principles of international law, the.extraordinary pro· 
gress of our industry, the useful inventions and productive improvements 
of that mechanical skill which has ever distinguished the American peo-
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pie, together with a general ,nd steady advance in scientific attainments 
and literary culture, have combined to elevate us in the scale of nations 
and in the estimation of the world, and we may yet trust, notwithstanding 
the apparently retrogressive tendency of free principles from the advance 
of absolutism, that our tried and trusted spirit of civil liberty, teaching by 
the silent and cogent persuasion of example, may ere long reform the 
oppressors, or regenerate the oppressed in all portions of the habitable 
world. 
· In the midst of this general prosperity and happiness,· the nation has 
been called to mourn the death of two of her most distinguished citizens. 
Ripe in years, and rich in the honors and rewards of civic merit, · they 
have rested from the labors which had devoted and sanctified their re­
spective Jives to the cause of a grateful country; and more than twenty 
millions of freemen, in emulous respect and sorrow, have spontaneously 
combined to appreciate their services and do honor to their memories. 
To the observant mind there is no fact more significant of the true unity 
of our institutions, and the perfect oneness of the whole American people. 
The echoes of grief come with as strong an emphasis from the remotest 
bounds of Califorma or Oregon, as from the stricken heart of Massachu­
setts for the eloquent expounder of a common constitution. The people 

· of Delaware were as ardent in their affection, as sincere and demonstra. 
tive in their expressions of respect, as Virginia or Kentucky, for the great 
pacificator of the Union. . ' 

In our own domestic concerns we have undiminished causes for mutual 
congratulations-abundance, health and general contentment, huve con· · 
tinued to prevail throughout our limits. Plentiful harvests have rewarded 
the labors of our principal branch of industry, and all divisions of busi­
ness and employment are blessed with increased prosperity. 

Not unhappily confined in territory, we possess within our own nar· 
row boundaries, all the essential elements necessary to provide for the 
interests, and secure the welfare of our community. Enjoying a remarka· 
bly fruitful soil and genial climate,-happy in a most fortunate geographi· 
cal position, with an energetic, industrious and highly intelligent' popula· 
tion; endowed with an ample fund for the promotion and universal diffu. 
sion of the benefits of education ; possessing sufficient means, if economi­
cally administered, for the support of government without resort to taxa­
tion, except for local objects; having, throughout, an entire identity of 
popular interests; free from all sectional disturbances; with a simple and 
well settled State policy, undisturbed by conflicting views and safe from 
the interference of rash experiment, Delaware ought to present to the as· 
sociated members of the Union, both in her institutions of government, 
and the corresponding prosperity and character of her citizens, the per­
fect example of a model Republic: and I feel entirely satisfied, that with 
the due and diligent use of the means within our power, such proud and 
happy result may easily and permanently be accomplished. .An earnest 
spirit of progress and improvement·has, of late, been rapidly developed 
amopg us, and ,although in some instances it may have lapsed into ex· 
travagant theories, and doubtful expedients, its concomitant good.effects 
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are abundantly exhibited in social and agricultural advancement; in an 
increased attention to the important interests of education, in the attempt 
to perfect the civil and criminal code, and the desire to amend and more 
perfectly adapt to the requirements of the times, the principles and pro­
visions of the fundamental law of the State. 

The completion of the labors of the commissioner,. appointed to revise 
and digest the laws, and the action of the last General Assembly in re· 
lation to this important subject, will, it is presumed, materially lessen 
your present labors; as it may reasonably be expected that very little 
legislation will be necessary immediately after an examination and re· 
arrangement of the whole code, and the ratification of such defects and 
omissions as may have appeared upon the recent investigation. This 
action in reference to the revision of our system of statute law, together 
with the probable action of the convention organized and elected to amend 
the exi~ting constitution, will not only have their natural effect of render· 
ing little present legislation either necessary or expedient, but also, as 
connected therewith, will almost entirely supersede the obligation imposed 
upon the Executive, of recommending to your consideration such mea­
sures as he may judge expedient. 

The propriety of abstaining from all action which could possibly come 
in opposition to probable chanrres and amendments of the fundamental 
law, or contravene the provisio~s or principles of the revised code, just 
published, is so obvious as to need no comment or enforcement. At the 
same time there are questions of general policy, and some small matters 
of merely formal amendment, which may with propriety, and without 
danger of the interference alluded to, be presented to your notice. 

lfthere be any prominent feature peculiarly characteristic pf the present 
age, it is the rapid development and application of the principles of science 
to the inventions and improvements of the mechanical ingenuity, especial­
ly as connected with the means of intercommunication throughout the 
world. It would be out of place and foreign to my present purpose, to 
speculate upon the p>robable results upon the destinies of mankind to be 
effected by this new agent of power and civilization; but it will be evident 
to the most superficial observer of actual consequences, that it must very 
speedily be productive of more important issues in the advancement of 
commerce, the promotion of national industry, the social intercommuni· 
cation and fraternization of nations, than all the efforts of the most subtle 
or enlightened diplomacy have ever been able to accomplish. But apart 
from these estimated and probable results, in an international point of 
view, there is no doubt, because the inference is drawn from actual and 
sound experience, that the increase and perfection of the means of inter­
nal commurfications constitute the most rapid and efficient means for 
the development of the industry and natural wealth and resources of a 
State or community. 

These are the familiar consequences found to flow in every portion of 
the Union, from the direction of the means and influence of the State 
governments to the cause of their own internal improvement. 

The geographical position of our own State is very happily adapted to 
I 2 
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the a,pplication and development of this important element of prosperity. 
Already possessing great local and natural advantages, fortunately placed 
between the broad waters of the Delaware and Chesapeake, and ,penetra· 
ted by many of their tributaries as well as by works of public utility 
emanating from individual enterprise ; our limited territory needs but a 
comparatively small assistance the means and credit of the State to per­
fect a scheme of complete internal communication which nature itself ap· 
pears most beautifully tq have indicated and commenced, 

The General Assembly, at their last session, have already laid the 
foundation of such a policy by the subscription, on behalf of the State, to 
the -capital stock of the Dela ware Rail Road Company, of the sum of one 
hundred and thirty thousand dollars, part of the sum accruing under the 
"Act to provide for the payment of certain sums of money to the State 
by the New Castle and Frenchtown Turnpike and Rail Road Company 
~nd for other purposes,'' l\nd by authorizing the issue of the bonds of the 
company, indorsed by the State treasurer, and payable at the treasury 
out of the funds specified and provided for that object. They also appro· 
priated the further sum of fifty thousand dollars out of the· money to be 
raised under the act entitled" An act for the benefit of the State of Dela­
\l(are" for the same purpose. The effect of these liberal measures, and 
the assistance given, at the same session, to other works of public utility, 
is already visible in a renewed spirit of improvement, and the enhanced 
value of land, not merely in the immediatf. vicinity of the several projects 
directly henefitted, but throughout a great portion of the peninsula. 

There are, as you are well aware, already in operation, passing through 
the county of New Castle, two rail roads and a canal, important links of 
the great chain ·of intercommunication between the southern and western, 
and the northern and eastern States. The rail road between New Cas­
tle and Wilmington, connecting the other two roads, is also now just 
completed and opened for travel. These works are the result of indi· 
vidual enterprise, . and so far from the State having contribut.ed to their 
construction; or in any way assisted them, with the exception of a small 
loan to the Chesapeake and Delaware Canal, and the investment of a 
portion of the surplus revenne in the loan of the Wilmingtan and Susque· 
hanoa Rail Road, she is the recipient of considerable sums received by 
way of bonus or tax, for the powers and privileges granted under their. 
charters. 

The construction of the rail road from Dona to Seaford is a proje<:t 
which must ultimately be accomplished, not merely as an isolated and 
local improvement, but as part of a great continuous road traversing 
the whole peninsula, from Wilmington to a point opposite Norfolk, and 
forming one of the great thoroughfares of travel between the northern and 
southern portions of the Union. Through the aid of Maryland and Vir­
ginia, that portion of this important route which lies beyond our own 
limits, will ere long, unquestionably be put in ,operation; but for the pur· 

1pose of completing the chain, the assistance of this State will be necessa­
ry to construct that part of the line which lies upon her territory. For 
the full development of our own resources and the encouragement of our 
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industry; there should also be a branch road passing through Milford and 
Miltop and terminating at the town of Lewes: a work which would not 
only place the eastern portions of Kent and Sussex in direct communica· 
tion with a market, but would prove a most important subsidiary to the 
whole commerce and trade of the Delaware. 

I have no hesitation in recommending that the means and credit of the 
State, in sucli mode as the wisdom oft he Legislature may devise, should be 
applied to these great objects. There are no projected improvements through 
tile whole of our broad country which present greater facilities for economi­
•cal construction, or offer stronger inducement for irwestment, or better 
founded assurances of ultimate success and profit. The character of the 
country through which these road5 would be located is almost uniformly 
favorable. Lying nearly at a dead level very little grading would be neces­
sary; and the streams to be crossed are generally so inconsiderable that 
the requisite bridges could be built at very small expense. The land ne­
cessary to be occupied either would be given, or could be purchased at 
very low prices, and the best timber may be procured with great facility, 
and at the most reasonable rates. 

The wonderful increase of travel, and the constantly augmenting and 
free interchan~e of products between the· different States of the Union, 
render it scarcely questionable that this, the most direct and speedy mode 
of transmission between rhe north aud the south, would immediately se· 
cure a great and rapidly increasing amount of business, rendering the 
project not merely a sale but highly desirable means or investment and 
profit. So far however as the ac1ion of the State is involved, the mere 
incidental advantages of the enhanced value of land, and other consequent 
benefits, would be in a proper and comprehensive p,olnt of view of the 
qoestion, quite a sufficient return to her citizens for such aid as she might 
bestow. Should the States of Maryland and Virginia defeat the expecta­
tions which have been formed by declining to proceed with continuous 

. line of road throughout the peninsula, the Delaware portion of the route, 
connecting with Nortolk by steamboats from Seaford, wonld still be a 
work of great public utility, equally effectual in the development of our 
internal resources, and offering nearly equal hopes of comparative success. 

It is not necessary or advisable upon the present occasion to enter into 
the statistical d,ita or economical arguments by which the feasibility of 
the scheme suggested may be forcibly illustrated; or to indicate to the 
Legislature the mode and m1easure of assistance 'which the Slate might 
reasonably and safely advance; but honestly believing, that where much 
benefit and revenue has bPen derived to the people and the State from the 
labors of private enterprize, that she, in her sovereign capicity, should do 
something, and without stinted means, to further the great policy of inter­
nal improvement, I would earnestly urge that, should you agree with me 
upon this subject, no half-way measures be adopted, but that instant and 
effectual aid should be afforded, so that the scheme may be carried into 
speedy and efficacious operation. The temper of the times does not favor 
hesitation or delay; we live in an age, and a country, which are emphatical. 
ly progressive. Population, both from immigration and natural increase, 
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is moving forward with stupendous strides, with corresponding demand 
for increased facilities in the transmission of persons and property; new 
means and improved modes of travel, and novel agents of locomotion, are 
every day devised and perfected; and if we desire to go onward with the 
great current of improvement, we must not stand idly gazing from the 
shore, but go with the tide and participate with the i:novement in order to 
partake the glory and the profit,of success. 

In my inaugural address, I adverted to certain evils and defects suppos­
ed to exist in some of the financial provisions of our system for the sup­
port,,of free schools, and submitted suggestions which I believe to be reme­
dial of the difficulties alluded to, subsequent reflection has effected no 
change in my views upon this important matter, and I therefore beg leave 
to refer to, and again commend to your consideration, the statements and 
views formerly presented. . , 

Subs.,quently to the establishment by the Congress of the United States 
of a uniform time for holding the elections for electors of President and 
Vice-President in all the States of the Union, the General Assembly, at 
the session of 1849, in pursuance of the mode pro,·ided, proposed an 
emehdment of the constitution for the purpo1<e of fixing the general elec­
tion of the State upon the same day which had ·been designated by Con­
gress. The act passed with this object, and the proposed amendments 
were duly approved by the Governor, and published for the consideration 
of the people, in accordance with the requirements of the constitution, but 
the contemplated change was n'.1t ratified by the succeeding Legislature. 
As the power of ratification residPs solely in the General Assembly, elec­
ted next after the consideration by the people of such proposed amendment, 
it follows that in order to effect a change, the same course must again be 
pursued, and although the matter is peculiarly proper for the action of 
the Convention to amend the Constitution, yet as it is perhaps uncertain 
whether that body·, in view of the doubtful and embarrassing questions by 
w~ich they are surrounded, will determine upon any action whatever, I 
have thought it advisable, in view of the time which 'must elapse before 
such an alteration could be consumated, to suggest that initiatory steps 
should be ta~cn for that purpose at the present session. Of the utility, 
convenience and economy of the proposed change, I presume there will 
be little difference of opinion. ' Should it be thought inexpedient to mingle 
the general politics of the country with questions of mere domestic in­
terest, all practical difiiculty might easily be removed by providing that 
the respective elections shall be determined by separate and different bal­
lots. 

I would also recommend the repeal of the sixteenth section of" An act 
concerning a wards," ( see page 117 of the old Digest.) It provides for a 
certain oath to be taken by the sheriff and coroner, before entering upon 
the execution of their respective offices, and as the whole system in ·re· 
gard to. the mode of summoning and returning juries has been recently 
changed, it is obviously improper that such officers should be held to ob­
ligation of an oath as to matters with which they cannot now have any 
official connexion. 
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Permit me further to suggest that additional provisions, to remedy a 
slight defect in the existing laws relative to the summoning and returning 
of juries, seem to be required. It may occur, and as I am informed has 
really happened, that through mistake in the names selected by the levy 
court, or by the death or removal of persons drawn to be summoned, the 
requisite number of jurors have not actually been returned. This diffi· 
culty might easily be remedied by authorizing, in such case, the officers 
designated in the supplemental act to draw additional names from the 
boxes provided by the levy court, or by empowering the i;heriff, in ac· 
cordance with the former system, to select and summon such additional 
persons as may be necessary to make up the entire body. 

It has been suggested, that the apartment now occupied for the State 
library i'I entirely insufficient for the proper arrangement and preserva­
tion of the books. As this is a matter which will necessarily come under 
your own inspection, I deem it enough to call your 'attention to the sub­
ject in order that you may determine the necessity or propriety of pro· 
viding further accommodations. 

Some complaint has heretofore been made, in a portion of the State, in 
relation to alleged impositions practised upon the people by public officers 
through illegal and excessive charges. The safeguards against ma I-prac­
tices of this character, would seem to be now sufficiently ample, were the 
existing provisions generally known. All costs, both in civil and crimi­
nal cases, mu~t be fully entered by items upon the docket, and the.re is 
"the supervisory power of taxation in the respective courts. All fees for 
whatever services, are explicitly and precisely fixed, subject to strict con­
struction, not payable until the services shall be performed ; and there is 
no right to charge, in any case. unless there is an unequivocal allowance 
by law. Besides these restrictions, all officers are required to deliver a 
bill of the fees demanded, with every item plainly and distinctly stated, 
and a receipt upon payment; and any failure, or where any fee, illegal, 
either in character or amount, is taken, they are subject to a considerable 
penalty and indictment. Although not aware that this evil is complained 
of at the present time, yet as the1e can be no objection to more ample 
guards against its possible recurrence; and as it is not probable that the 
subject will, in any event, engage the attention of the convention, I sub· 
mit to you the propriety of providing that all public officers, entitled to 
receive fees, be,required to take an oath, in addition to those already pre· 
scribed, .that they will not demand, receive, or take any fee or fees for 
services not allowed by law, or more than is so specified; and that any 
violation of such obligation shall be, ipso facto, a forfeiture of their office. 

I also desire to call your attention to the present attachment law, with 
the view of its amendment. Upon the service of summons in such cases 
the liability of the garnishee becomes fixed, and no act of either the gar­
nishee, or his creditor can destroy, or in anywise affect th~ rights of the 
attaching creditor thus acquired; but if the garnishee dies before answer· 
ing or pleading, according to the construction given to the present law, 
the attaching creditor loses the lien . which he had acquired upon his 
debt-0r's effects, and all the c~sts of the abortive proceedings fall upon him, 
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which would seem to me to be a hardship amounting to a denial of jus­
tice. I therefore propose for your consideration su,ch an amendment to 
this law a<1 will enable attaching creditors to prosecute cases of this sort 
to effect, by making the executors or administrators of deceased garnishees 
parties, as in other cases, and to allow them to answer, if they choose, 
with the consent of the plaintiff, and to compel them to ptead if required 
by such plaintiff to do so. Such an amendment would more effectually 
dispense equal justice without at all interfering with, ,or disturbing the 
order of administration of assets. 

The New Castle and Frenchtown Turnpike and Railroad Company, 
in accordance with the provisions of the act entitled " An act tQ provide 
for the payment of certain sums of money to the State of Delaware by the 
New Castle and Frenchtown Turnpike and Railroad Company, and for 
other purposes,'' signified their acceptance of the said act to me on the 
twenty-ninth day of April last, by an instrument in writing under their 
common seal of incorporation, which I have caused to be recorded in the 
office of the Secretary of State. 

The same company on the twenty-seventh day of July last, delivered 
to the Secretary of State a return, verified by the affidavit of the president 
for the time being, of the number of adult passengers conveyed over the 
said railroad to and from the cities of Philadelphia and Baltimore, during 
the six months next preceding the first day of July, eighteen hund:ed and 
fifty·two, setting forth specially, the number of such passengers, who, 
during the period embraced in the said return, paid the highest rate of 
toll received by the company for the conveyance of passengers for the 
time being, between the places aforesaid, distinguished as first class pas­
sengers, and also the aggregate number of all other passengers. ' 

On the nineteenth day of August, A. D. 1852, the directors of the Mil­
ford Bank transmitted to me a statement under oath, from which it appears, 
that on the said nineteenth day of August, the sum of ten thousand dol­
lars in specie, and the further sum of ten thousand dollars in notes of the 
banks of the State of Delaware and the city of Philadelphia, were actually 
paid in and deposited. in the vaults Qf the saiq "Bank of Milford" by 
the stockhoklers, which statement now remains, on file in the office of 
the Secretary of the State. 

The trustees of Delaware College signified to me their acceptance 
of the act of assembly for the benefit of that institution, by transmitting 
the proceedings of the board of trustees, containing a resolution to that 
effect, which remains on file in the office of the Secretary of State. 

I am not aware of the necessity at this time for any communication 
from me of a financial character; further than to give you some gen'eral idea 
of the probable state of the treasury, at or about the close of the, past year. 

From the best estimate which can be made at present, notwithstanding 
the treasury receipts have very much increased by the annual tax upon 
the New Castle and Frenchtown Turnpike and Rail Road CompanJ, and 
the transit duty on its passengers, and by various other means, the lia­
bility of the State on the twenty-fourth day of January, instant, over and 
above its avilable resources, will be about ten thousand dollars; and the 
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expenses of the Legislature, which will then have accrued in part and those 
of the convention, and the new Digest now published, will greatly increase 
the demands upon the treasury ; but to what amount remains to be dis­
closed by the future. Before the adjournment of your session, it will 
devolve upon you to make suitable provison for supplying the .treasury 
with funds to meet these extraordinary demands against it. 

I herewith transmit to you a schedule of books and public documents 
which have been received by me for the use of the State, and which have 
been deposited in the State library. 

And now: Gentlemen, having briefly adverted to the few topics which, 
• under existing circumstances, it seemed to be advisable to refer to, allow 

me, with a deep sense of the true significance of the matter,' to congratulate 
you that so little of recommendation is required from me, or of action 
from yourselves. It has been well said, "happy is the nation whose an­
nals are silent;" and surely the spirit and philosophy ot the remark ap­
plies most pecularly to that community whose need demands but little and 
infrequent legislation. Such a state of t•hings infers wisdom, fitness and 
equality in the existing code of laws, justice in their administration, and. 
a reverential observance of their dictates. It includes a sound and healthy 
condition of society, a general contentment and prosperity among the peo­
ple; and these, under Providence, are the happy attributes of our beloved 
State. May your deliberations still further enhance your positron by fos­
tering the industry. promoting the imerests, and securing the happiness 
of her citizens, and by elevating yet higher that moral power and intel­
lectual influence, which she has ever exercised among the sister republics 
of the U niun. 

WM; H. ROSS. 
Dover, .January 4, 1853. 

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives 

of the State of Delaware, now.in session at Dover. 

The following is a list of the books received at the Executive Depart­
ment of the State of Delaware, from the executives of the other States 
and Territories of the Union, &c., &c,, since the last session of the Gene· 
ral Assembly of this State, viz:-

One volume of Maryland Chancery Reports. 
Sixth and seventh volumes .of Gill's Maryland Reports. 
Eleventh volume of Humphreys' Reports. 
One copy of Acts of Tennessee, for 1851-2, 
Twelfth volume of B. Monroe's Reports. 
One copy of proceedings of House of Delegates of Maryland, for 1852. 
One copy of Journal of Senate of Maryland for 1852. 
One copy of Maryland State Documents for 1852. 
Two copies of Journal of Senate and House of Representatives of New 

Hampshire for 1852. 
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Thirteenth volume ofiredell's Reports of the Laws of North Carolina. 
One copy of Laws of Pennsylvania for 1852. 
Two copies of Laws of Louisiana.. · 

· Twenty-two copies of statutes at large and treaties of the U. S. A. for 
the yea:i;s 1851-2. 

One copy of laws of the Territory of New Mexico. 
Fourth and fifth volumes of Chushing's Reports. 
One copy of Code of Alabama for 1852. 
One copy of Acts of Assembly of Alabama for 1852. 
Three copies of Laws of New Yvrk for 1852. 
One copy of Ohio Reports, vol. 20, for 1852. 

· " 'Laws of Ohio. 
Two copies of Laws of Kentucky for 1851-2. 
One copy of Hartley's Digest of the Laws of Texas., 
Thirty-second volume of Maine Reports. 
Three copies of Acts and Resolutions of General Assembly of Massa-

chusetts. 
Two copies of Laws of Wisconsin for 1852. 
One copy of Acts of first session of Legislature of Utah, 1851. 
Second volume of Green's Reports, Io.way. 
Sixth volume of Resolutions and Private Acts of Connecticut for 1852. 
Thirteenth and fourteenth volumes of Missouri Reports. 
Two copies of Compiled Statutes of Vermont for 1851. 
Two copies of Laws of South Carolina for 1851. 
One copy of Journal of House of Representatives of Vermont for 1851. 
Three copies of Laws of Vermont, 1851. 
One copy of Aud. Rep. 1 " 

" Cobb's Digest of Laws of Georgia, 1851. 
Twelfth volume of Illinois Reports for 1852. 
Eleventh volume of Morris' Reports " 
One copy of Map of City pf Washington. 

" Hagen's Reports of Supreme Court of Florida, 1852. 
One copy of ninth volume of U. S. at large, from 1846 to 1851. 

" Statutes of Minasola for 1851. 
" Laws ·" " 
" Journal of Legislature of ditto. 
" first Volume of works of Calhoun. 
" Journal of House of Representatives of Connecticut for 

1851. 
Twelfih volume of lredell's North Carolina Reports. 
Seventh " " Equity Reports of ditto. 
Thirty-first volume of Maine Reports. 
One copy of Acts and Resolutions of the Legislature of Rhode Island, 

1851. "' . 
'rwo copies of Acts and Resolutions of the Legislature of Rhode Island, 

1852. 
One copy of Rhode Island Reports, vol. 1. 
One copy of Texas Reports, vol. 3. 
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Two copies of Laws of ditto for 1852. 
' Sixty·fifih Annual Report of Regents of University of New York. 

One copy of Journal of Senate of Connectic1,1t for 1851. 
Three volumes of Cush in g's Reports. 
Seventh volume of Vermont Reports. 
One copy of Laws of New Jersey for 1852. 

" House of Representatives of ditto, ·1852. 
" Second Report of Agricultural Chemist of Maryland. 
" Report of Superintendent of public institution to Legisla-

ture of Kentucky. 
, Two copies of report. of condition of Public Schools of Rhode Island. 

" Acts and Resolutions of the Legislature of ditto for 1852. 
" Report of superintendent of public institution to Legisla-

ture of California. 
One copy of Report of Auditor of State of Ohio for 1852. 

" Acts and Resolutions of Legislature of Rhode Island for 
1851. 

One copy of Annual Message of the Governor of Maryland, for 1852. 
" pamphlet fro'll Ag. Acad. of the U. S. H. 
" Speech of Mr. Soule, on Intervention. 
" Report of Select Committee of House of Delegates of Ma-

ryland, on the subject of the murder of Edward Gorsuch. 
Three copies of Owen's Journal, on the union of the pop. of the world. 
One copy of Message of Governor of New York for 1852. 

" Message of Governor of Wisconsin, for 1852. 
Two copies of thirty·third General Report of the President and Direc-

tors of the Chesapeake and. Delaware Canal. · 
One copy of Message of Governor of New Jersey, for 1852. 

" Annual Report of Managers of the Pennsylvania Institu-
tion for the Blind. 

One copy of Report of R. I. Brent, Attorney General of Maryland, on 
the Christiana. 

One copy of treason case in the U. States Circuit Court. 
• " School Law of California, 

1851,, 
" An~ual Report of Secretary of State of Wisconsin, for 

On~ copy of Statutes of California for 1852. 
Two copies of Debates in Con. of California, 1851. 
One copy of twenty-ninth volume Maine Reports. 
Two copies of Acts and Resolutions of the State of Maine. 
One copy of Annual Report of the Directors of the Pennsylvania Insti-

tution for the blind for 1850. 
Forty-two volumes of Ex. Doc. of U. S. A., for the years 1849-50. 
Thirty-six volumes of Senate Documents for 1849-50. 
Three " " Reports " 

" " " Journal " 
Sii volumes of Miscellaneous Documents. 
Three volumes of Senate Journal 1849, 1850. 

3 
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Nine volumes of Rep. of Con. or session 1849·50. 
Twelve volumes of An. of Congress. ' 
Three volumes of Journals of House of Representatives, 1849-50. 
Six. volumes of House Miscellaneous Documents " 
Five volumes Nat. Hiatory of New York. 
Two volumes of Acts of Wisconsin. 
Two volumes of Laws of South Carolina, 1850. 
Three " New Hampshire, 1851. 
One volume of Hudson's Bay Ter. & V. C, Island, 
Two volumes of Laws of New Jersey, 1851. 
Two plates of Mag. & Met. Observations, 1840 to 1845. , 
Thirteenth and fourteenth volumes of Swede's and Marshal's Rep. C. 

E. & A, Appeals, Mississippi. 
Three volumes Americii.n Archives. 
One copy of thirteenth volume of reports of cases argued and deter· 

mined in Sup. Ind. Court of Massachuset\s. 
One copy of Cushing's Reports, Massachusetts. 
Second volume of Chancery Reports of New Jersey. 

" , Halstead " " 
Fqurth and fifth volumes of South Carolina Equity Reports. 
One copy of Annual Report of Commissioner c,n Indian affairs. 
Second and third volumes of life and works of John Adams, 
One copy of United States Official Register, 1851, 
Three copies of Laws of Missouri, " 
Two copies of'Code ofloway, " 
One copy of Laws and Journals of the Senate and House of Repre· 

sentatives of the State of Connecticut. , 
One cqpy of Laws of loway for 1851, and the Journals of the two 

Houses af the Legislature. 
One copy of Laws of Michigan for 1851. 
Second volume of Texas Reports. 
Twentieth volume Connecticut Reports. 
Executive Documents, 30th volume for 1850 and 1851. 
Senate U. S. " 15 " " ' " 

" Reports, 3 " second session 31st Congress • 
. Senate U. S. Journal, 3 " " 

Reports of Committees, 3 u " 

House U. S. Journal, 5 " " 
" Miscellaneous, 3 " " 

Senate " 3 " " 
.Annals of Congress, 6 vols. from 1797 to 1799, 

" ' 2 , 1799 to 1801. 
The life and works of John Adams, vol. 4, 5 and 6, for 1851. 
Pennsylvania Laws for 1851. 
Acts and Resolves of Legislature of Maine, 1851. -
Laws of Illinbis, sixteenth General Assembly, second session. 

" three volumes, 1849 to 1851, 
Illinois Senate Journal, I vol. se()ond session, 1849 to 185_1. 
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lllinois House Journal 1 vol. second session, for 1849. 
General Laws of Iodiana, 2 volumes, thirty-fifth session, 1850 and 

1861. 
Journal of.the Senate and House of Representatives of June 

session, 2 vols., 1851. • 
Acts of the General Assembly of Arkansas, 2 vol. 1851. 

, Reports of cases in law argued and determined in the Supreme Court 
of North Carolina, from June term, 1850, to December term, 1850, both 
inclusive. 

Iredell's Law,. vol. 2. 
'Acts of a general nature, passed by the forty-ninth General Assembly 

of the State of Ohio, vol. xlix, 1850-51. 
Reports of cases argued ,and determined in the Supreme Court of the 

State of Ohio, vol. xix, 1851. , 
Strobhart's Law Reports of South Carolina, vol. iv, 1850. 

" Equity, vol. 3, 1850. 
Public Laws of Rhode Island, 3 copies, 1848 to 1851, inclusive. 
Acts and Resolves of the General Assembly of Rhode Island, three 

copies, May session, 1851. 
One copy of Laws United States Courts for 1852. 

" Journal of Senate of Connecticut, 1852. 
Two ccpies of Acts and Resolutions of Legislature of Maine. 
One copy of Journal of House of Representatives of Connecticut, 1852. 

STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Joint Resolutions passed by the seventeenth General Assembly of the 
State of Illinois, at the session thereef begun and held at the city of 
Springfield, January 6, 1851. 

Resolved by the Senate and House ef Representatives of the General 
Assembly of Illinois, That the Constitution of the United States was 
the result of compromise, and could not have been formed without con­
cessions made by the different States represented in the Convention of 
1787, and under which this confederacy of sovereign States was brought 
together, and consumated as an Union, for certain general and limited 
purposes; and that the federal government, as a consequence of the con­
stitution, is one of limited powers, derived exclusively from that instru­
ment, and, in order to its preservation, all the grants of power therein 
contained, should be strictly construed by all the departments arid agents 
of the general government so constituted ; and that all the concessions 
and compromises therein contained, should be faithfully observed and 
maintained by all sections of our common country ; and that it is at all 
times dangerous and inexpedient to exercise doubtful constitutional pow­
ers, unless the necessities and exigencies of the nation should manifestly 
surmount questions of doubt and expediency. 
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Re,olved, That the institution of slavery was one of the principal sub­
jects of compromise embraced in the constitution, and this General As­
sembly, without committing itself upon the question of the constitutional 
power of Congress to legislate upon the subject of slavery in the territo­
ries of the United Stares, deem the exercise of such power unnecssary and 
inexpedient, because the exercise of the same is calculated to impair the 
happiness of the people, and to endanger the perpetuity of our glorious 
Union. . 

Resolved, That regarding the Constitution of the United States as not 
conflicting with the divine law as revealed to us, we as citizens of the 
American Union, know no higher law than the constitution of our coun­
try; .and that as members of\he General Assembly of Illinois, when we 
take an oath to support the Constitution of th\ United States, do not con­
sider that we make any mental reservation touching the requirements of, 
duty imposed by that instrument; therefore, ' 

Resolved by the ~enate and·House of Representatives of the General 
.Assembly of Illinois, That all laws passed by the Congress of the United 
States, under and in pursuance of the Constitution, should be supported, 
upheld and obeyed, by all the citizens of this and every other State and 
Territory in the Union. 

Resolved, That the controversy upon the subject of slavery, between 
the slave-holding and non-slave-holding States of the Union, and the dis­
tractions, jeafousies, and destruction of mutual confidence among the 
several States arising therefrom, should be deprecated by every. good 
citizen and lover of his country, in the north, south, east and west, as 
having the inevitable tendency of loosing the bonds of union, and threat­
ening to prostrate the noblest fabric of civil and religious liberty, that the 
·world ever saw. 

Resolved, That the system of adjustment or compromise pas$ed during 
the last session of Congress, compromising the admission of California, 
the establishment of territorial governments for Utah and New Mexico, 
without the Wilmot Proviso, so called, the settlement of the boundary 
line between Texas and New Mexico, the suppression of the slave trade 
in the Distri.::t of Columbia, and the amendment of the act of 1793, for 
the recovery of fugitive slaves, is eminently calculated to remove the con­
troversy, and to restore peace, quietude and confidence between the dif-

' ferent sections of our beloved country, and meets with the hearty concur­
rence and approval of this General Assembly. 

Resolved, That our Senators be instructed, and our Representatives 
in the Congress of the United States be requested to use all their energies, 
and to employ their best abilities and influence in resistance to any and 
all attempts that may be made to disturb or to unsettle, either by repeal 
or modification, any of the measures embraced in that system of adju3t­
ment or compromise. 
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Beaol11ed, That any resolutions passed by any previous General As­
sembly, in conflict with the foregoing, and especially those adopted du­
ring tlie first session of the last General Assembly, known as the Wilmot 
Proviso resolutions of instructions, be and the same are hereby rescinded. 

Reaol1Jed, That we approve of the manly and patriotic stand taken by 
the Executive of the United States in evincing his determination to exe­
cute and enforce all laws constitutionally enacted, and that the people of 
t~e Sta.te of Illinois will cheerfully sustain him in so doing. 

Reaol'Ded, That his Excellency, the governor of this State, be request­
ed to transmit a copy of the foregoing resolutious to each of our Senators 
and Representatives, with the request that a copy thereof be presented in 
each house of Congress, and also a copy to the Executive of each State 
of the Union, to be laid before their respective legislatures, th~t the posi­
tion of Illinois, so far as can be defined by her General Assembly, may 
be understood by the other States of the Union. 

SIDNEY BREESE, 
Speaker of the House o(Reps. 

WILLIAM McMURTRY, 
Speaker of the Senate. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, FLORIDA,~ 

Tallahassee, Sept. 20, 1851. 5 
To His E:ecellency, Wm. H. Ross, 

Governor of the State of Delaware. 

SIR, 
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a communi­

cation from your Excellency, dated the 14th May, transmitting "a series 
of resolutions upon the subject of the compromise measures of the 31st 
Co~gress of the United States, unanimously adopted at a session of the 
General Assembly of the State of Delaware, March 6, 1851." 

The patriotic opinions and sentiments declared in those resolutious, re­
ceive from me, as I am sure they do from the people of my State, a cor­
dial response, and it is gratifying to me, to be able to assure you t~at I 
believe the great body of the people of the southern States, in the lan­
guage of the resolutions of your General Assembly, regarding with "pro­
found contempt, the abolitionists of the north, now known as the higher law 
party and disunionists of the south, will stand to, and abide by, the com­
promise measures in good faith, "as essential to the peace and harmony 
of our glorious Union." 

I am very respectfully, 
Yonr most ob't. serv't., &c. 

THOMAS BROWN. 



On motion of Mr. Chambers, 
Five hundred copies of the Governor's Message were ordered to be 

printed for the use of the House, and 

On motion of Mr. James F. Burton, 
The Clerk was instructed to have said number of copies printed. 
The following resolution was offered by Mr. 'Valentine, and, 

On motion of Mr. Carlisle, 
Read, as follows, to wit:-

Resol'Ded, That the .Clerk of the House be authorized to furnish· each 
member with one newspaper of his choice during the session. 

On motion of Mr. Chambers, 

The resolution was Adopted. . 
On m9tion of Mr. Chambers, 

T~e resolution concerning the election of Chaplain was now taken up 
for consideration. 

Whereupon, 
Mr. Chambers offered the following amendment, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read, as follows :-

Amend the resolution by striking out the words "Rev. Thomas G. 
Murphey," aud insert in lieu thereof the words" Rev. John T. Hazzard.'' 

On motion of Mr. James F. Burton, 
The further consideration of the amendment and resolution was post­

poned until to-morrow morning. 

Mr. Saulsbury moved, 
That the resolution concerning a reporter, be taken up for considera­

tion. 
Whereupon, 

Mr. Valentine mored, 
That the above motion of Mr. Saulsbury be laid upon the table. 

Which motion Pre-oailed, 

By t~ following vote : 

Yeaa.-Messrs. Beaston, Benjamin Burton, Carlisle, Chambers, Col· 
lins, Day, Hayes, Morgan, Reynolds, Scotten, Short, Valentine and 
Mr. Speaker-13. -

Naya.-Messrs. Biddle, James F. Burton, Delaplaine, Dixon, Gooding, 
Martin, Saulsbury, Thompson-8. 



Mr. Morgan offered the following resolution, whic~, 

On his motion, 
Was read as follows, to wit :-

Reaoloed, That the Rules of the late House of Representatives be 
adopted for the government of this House until new rules are adopted. 

On his motion also, 
Said resolution was 

On motion of Mr. Saulsbury, 

Adopted. 

· The Clerk was directed to lay upon the desk of each member a copy 
of the Journal of the proceedings of the last session of the House of Rep­
resentatives. 

Mr. Hayes offered the following re_solution, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read as follows :-
Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to wait on his Ex­

cellency, the Governor, the Secretary of State, and also the members of 
the .Judiciary of this State who may be present during the present session 
of the Legislature, and invite them to take seats on the floor of the House 
of Representatives at pleasure. 

Mr. Carlisle moved, 
That the resolution be adopted. 

Which motion Preoailed. 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Hayes, Biddle and Morgan were appointed said committee. 
Mr. Chambers presented the following resolution, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read as follows :-

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed to constitute a com­
mittee ?f claims on the part of the House. 

Mr. Carlisle moved, 
That the resolution be adopted. 
Which motion Prevailed. 
Whereupon, 

Messrs. Chambers, Beaston, Delaplaine, Morgan and Martin were ap­
pointed said committee. 

On motion of Mr. Benjamin Burton, 
The House then adjourned until 10 o'clock, to.morrow morning. 
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WEDNESDAY, IO o'oclock, A. M., January 5, 1853. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

On motion of Mr. Benjamin Burton, 
The resolution and amendment concerning the election of Chaplain, 

was taken up for consideration. 

Mr. Benjamin Burton then offered the following resolution, as a sub­
stitute for the resolution and amendment previously offered;' which was 

On his motion, 
Read as follows :-

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representati-oes of the State 
of Dela!l)are in General Assembly met, That the Rev. John T. Haz­
zard and Rev. Thomas G. Murphey, be and they are hereby appointed 
Chaplains to this General Assembly for the present session, and tha~ in 
the performance of their dutie,s they shall officiate alternately in each 
House. 

Mr. Delaplaine offered the following amendment, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read as follows, to wit :-

Amend the resolution by striking out the words "Rev. John T1 Haz. 
zard," and insert in liew thereof the words " Rev. David A. Nichols." 

Mr. Delaplaihe moved, 

That the amendment be adopted. 

Which motion was 

On motion of Mr. Benjamin Burton, 

The substitute offered by him was 

By the following vote :'-

Loat. 

Adopted, 

Yeas.-Messrs· Beaston, Benjamin Burton, Collins, Day, Hayes, Mor­
gan, Reynolds, Scotten, Short, Thompson, Valentine and Mr. Speaker-
12. 

Nays.-Messrs. Biddle, James F. Burton, Carlisle, Chambers, Dela­
plaine, Dixon, Gooding, Martin, Saulsbury-9. 

On motion of Mr. Benjamin Burton, 

The joint resolution thus substituted, was Adopted. 

Mr. Reynolds offered the following resolution, which, 

On his motion, 

Was read as follows :-
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Reaofoed, That a committee of three be appointed to constitute a com· 
, mittee of accounts, on the part of the House, and, 

On his motion, 
The resolution was 
Whereupon, 

Adopted. 

Messrs. Reynolds, Hayes and James F. Burton were appointed said 
committee. 

Mr. Short offered the following resolution, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read as follows, to wit :-

Reaolf!ed, Thal a committee of five be appointed, to constitute a com­
mittee of elections on the part of the House, and, 

On his motion, 
The resoluti~n was Adopted. 
Whereupon, 
Messrs. Short, Valentine, Carlisle, Saulsbury and Martin were appoint-

ed said committee. ' 

Mr. James F. Burton presented the following resolution, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read as follows:-

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to report upon the 
unfinished business of last session, and 

On his motion, 

The resolution was Adopted. 
Whereupon, 
Messrs .. James F. Burton, Collins and Beaston were appointed said 

committee. 

On motion of Mr. Saulsbury, 
The resolution concerning a Reporter was taken up for consideration. 
Whereupon, 

Mr. Chambers moved, 
That the resolution be idefinitely postponed. 
Which motion was Loat. 

Mr. Saulsbury now moved, 
The adoption of the resolution, 
And the House being divided, 
The yeas and nays were called for, which being taken were as follows, 

to wit:-
4 



Yeas.-Messrs. Biddle, Beaston, James F. Burton, Day, Delaplaine, 
Dixon, Gooding, Hayes, Martin, Saulsbury, Thompson, Valentine-12, 

Nays.-Messrs. Benjamin Burton, Carlise, Chambers, Collins, Mor­
gan, Reynolds, Scotten, Short and Mr. Speaker-9. 

So the resolution was Adopted. 

Mr. Huffington, Clerk of the Senate, being admitted, informed the 
House that the Senate had concurred in the joint resolution appointing 
the Rev. John T. Hazzard and Rev. Thomas G. Murphey, Chaplains to• 
this General Ass,imbly for the present ses,iion. 

And that the Senate had passed a joint resolution appointing a com­
mittee to settle with the State treasurer, in which they requested the con­
currence of the House, and that Messrs. Smith and Temple had been ap­
pointed said committee on the part of the Senate. 

And he withdrew. 

On motion of Mr. Delaplaine, 
The communication from the Senate was read as follows: 

" IN SEN A TE, January 5, 1853. 
Resolved by the Senate and H3use of Representatives of the State 

of Delaware in General Assembly met, That a committee to consist of 
two members on the part of the Senate, and three on the part of the House 

,of Representatives be appointed to examine the accounts of the Sta!e Trea­
surer, count the cash on hand and make report to the General Assembly, 
on or before the 29th instant. 

Extract from the Journal, 
WM. HUFFINGTON, Clerk • 

.For concurrence." 

On motion of Mr. Delaplaine, 
The resolution was 

And Messrs. Delap{ aine, Cha'mbers and Beniamin 
pointed said committee on the part of the House. 

Ordered, That the Senate he informed thereof. 

Mr. Beaston offered the following resolution, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read as follows:-

Concurred in, 

Burton were ap-

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House of Representatives, be and he 
is hereby directed to furnish the House with two copies.of each of the 
newspapers of this State during the present session., 

Mr. Reynolds moved, 

The adoption of the resolution. 
Pending which, 
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Mr. Valentine moved, 
To amend the resolution by striking out the word "two", and inserting 

in lieu thereof the word "one." 

Which motion was Lost. 

And the questi~n being upon the adoption of the resolution, 

The motion Prevailed, 

By the following vote: 

, Yeas.-Messrs. Beaston, Benjamin Burton, James F. Burton, Collins, 
, Day, Delaplaine, Dixon, Hayes, Martin, Morgan, Reynolds, Saulsbury, 
Scotten-I 3. 

Nays.-Messrs: Biddle, Carlisle, Chambers,, Gooding, Short, Thomp· 
son, Valentine and Mr. Speaker-8. 

On motion of Mr. James F. Burton, 
The House adjourned until three o'clock this afternoon. 

Same Day, 3 o'clock, P. M. 

The House. met pursuant to adjournment. 
' 

Mr. Hayes, from the co_mmittee appointed to report rules for the regu-
lation of the House, presented the following report, which, 

On his motion, , 
Was read as follows :-

Rules for the government ef the House ef Representatives. 

1. Every member shall be in his place at the time to which the House 
stands adjourned. 

2. Every day, before the House proceeds to business, the Clerk shall 
call the names of the members in alphabetical order, and shall read the 
Journal of the preceding day, which may be corrected by a majority of 
the House. 

3. All motions and resolutions, except for the reading of bills, the daily 
adjournment of the House, or any motion to refer any subject or to post-· 
pone the same shall, ifl required by the Speaker or any member, be re­
duced to writing by the mover, and if seconded, shall be repeated by the 



Speaker to the House, before a debate or decision 1hereon, and a motion 
or resolution may be withdrawn by the mover, unless objected to by some 
member before a decision thereon. And any written resolution intro· 

· duced by the Speaker, or a member of thA House, and sent to the Clerk's 
table, shall be read without a previous motion to, receive the same, unless 
the reading of such resolution shall be objected to by a memb~r of the 
Hou& · 

4. All committees unless the House shall otherwise direct, shall be ap· 
pointed by the Speaker; and every committee shall report within five days 
(Sundays excepted) from the time of their appointment, or furnish . suffi. 
cient reason why report has not been made. 

5. The unfinish\)d business in which the House was engaged at the 
time of the last adjournment shall have the preference in the order of the 
day. 

6. Every bill shall be introduced by motion for leave, by order of the 
House, or by report of a committee, and one day's notice at least, shall be 
given of an intended motion for leave to bring in a bill. 

7. Every motion either in the House, or in committee of the whole, 
except a motion to adjourn shall be entered on the Journal, with the name 
of the mover. 

8.' No member shall be interrupted when speaking, but by a call to 
order by the Speaker, or by a member through th~ Speaker; nor shall 
any member be allowed to speak upon any subject more than three times 
(except in explanation,) without leave from the House; and no member 
shall be referred to by name in debate. 

9. Before any petition or memorial addressed to this House shall be 
received and read at the Clerk's table, whether the same be introduced 
by the Speaker or a memlter, a brief statement of its contents shall be 
verbally made by the introducer. · 

10. Every bill shall receive three, several readings, no two of which 
shall be on the same day, except by special order of the House. 

11. All bill'l ordered to be engrossed shall be certified by the Clerk, 
noting the day of passing at the foot thereof. 

12. All bills shall be amended at the second reading, and no amend­
ment shall afterwards be made so as materially to alter or change their 
meaning or nature. 

13. No question which has been decided shall be reconsidered, but on 
a motion made by a member in the majority on the original question. 

· 14. Questions of order either before the House or in committee of the 
whole, shall in the first place be determined by the Speaker or chairman, 



from whose decision an appeal may be made to the House, or committee 
on the request of a member; but no debate shall be allowed thereon till 
the appeal is taken. 

16. The rules of proceeding in the House shall, as far as applicable, 
be observed in committee of the whole. 

'l'he'Speaker or chairman shall put every question, and if necessary for a 
ftiir decision, may of his own accord, or at the request of a member re­
quire those in the affirmative to rise, and reverse the. question; and the 
yeas and nays shall be taken if requested by the Speaker or a member . 

• 
17. All messages from the House to the Senate shall be' conveyed by 

the Clerk or a member, as the Speaker may direct. 

18. Messages to the House shall not be admitted while the House is 
voting on a question. 

19. The rules of parliamentary practice, comprised in Jefferson's and 
Mathias' Manuals, shall govern the House in all cases to which they are 
applicable, and in which they are not inconsistent with the standing _r,ules 
and orders of this House. 

Mr. Beaston moved, 
That fifty copies of the q1les as reported, be printed for the use of the 

House. · 

Pending which;· 

Mr. Valentine moved, 
As a substitute for Mr. Beaston's motion, that fifty copies of the rules 

when adopted, be printed for the use of the House. 
Which· motion PretJailed. 

Mr. Beaston moved, 
The adoption of the rules as reported ; when, 

On motion of Mr. Chambers, 
The report of the committee was laid on the table until to-morrow morn-

ing. · 
Mr. Collins offered the following resolution, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read, as follows :-

Resol11ed, That a committee of two be appointed to wait . upon the 
Rev. John T. Hazzard and the Rev. Thomas G. Murphey, and inform 
them of their appointment as alternate Chaplains of this House, which 
was, 

On motion of Mr. Chambers; 



3() 

' Amended by inserting the words " on the part of the House" after the 
word "appointed," and the resolution as amended, ' 

' ' 
Passed the House. · 

Whereupon, 
Messrs. Collins and Dixon were appointed s'aid committee .. 
Mr. Valentine presented a memorial from the Delaware Rail Road Com­

pany, praying for authority to extend said road to the New Castle and 
Frenchtown Rail Road, and from Milford to Lewes, which was, 

On his motion, 
I . 

Read and referred to a committee of three, 'with leave to report by bill 
or otherwise. · 

Whereupon, 
Messrs. Valentine, Chambers and James F. Burton were appointed 

said committee. 

M~- Valentine presented the claim of Daniel Hully & Co., f<?r print­
ing, which, 

On his motion, 
· Was read, and 

On motion of Mr'. Chambers, 
Referred to the committee on claims. 

Mr. Carlisle offered the following resolution, whi9h, 

On his rootion, 
Was read as follows, to wit :-

Resolved by the Senate and House <?f Representatives of the State ef 
Delaware in General Assembly met, That this General Assembly will 
not entertain any applicatihn for divorce at the present session, in cases 
where by law jurisdiction has been heretofore conferred on the Superior 
Court. 

Resolved further, That in all such applications, where jurisdiction has 
not been so conferred, no bill of divorce shall be reported by a committee 
in either House, without legal proof first made before said commjttee of 
the facts stated in the petition. 

Resolved also, That the Clerk of the House of Representaties cause 
the foregoing to be published in each of the newspapers of this State, for 
two successive weeks from the 8th instant. -

Mr. Hayes moved, 
That the resolution be adopted, upon which 

Mr. Beaston moved, 
That it be laid on the table. 
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Which motion ,Prei,ailed, 
By lshe·follow!ng vote :­

, Yeaa.-Messrs- Biddle, Beaston, Benjamin Burton, James F. ~.irton, 
Delaplaine, Dixon, Martin, Morgan, Saulsbury, Short, Thompson, Valen­
tine and Mr. ~peaker-13. 

Naya.-Messrs, Carlisle, Chambers, Collins, Day, Gooding, Hayes, 
. R1ynolds and Scotten-8. 

Mr. Morgan presented the petition of David Pepper and others, pray-
1ing the creation of an additional school district in Sussex county, which, 

t;'i;i·.; 

On his motion, 
Was read and referred to a committee of three, with leave to report by, 

bill or otherwise. , · 
Whereupon, 

Messrs. Morgan, Scotten and Gooding wers appointed said committee. 

On motion, 
The House adjourned until to'-morrow morning, at ten o'clock •. 

THURSDAY, 10 o'clock. A, M., January 6, 1853. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the Rev. J-Ohn T. Hazzard. 

Mr. Carlisle presented the following resolution, which. 

On his motion, 

Was read, as follow~:-

Reaoli,ed, That the Clerk of the House of Representatives be ordered 
to furnish twenty-one copies of Sutherland's Congressional Manual for 
the use of the House, and 

On his motion, 
The resolution was Adopted. 

Mr. Valentine moved, 
That the report of the committee on rules be taken up for con~idera, 

tion. 
Which motion Prei,ailed. 
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On motion of Mr. Valentine, 
The first seven rules were severally adopted as reported by tJie com­

mittee. 

'Mr. Valentine moved, 
That the eighth rule as reported be adopted. 

Mr. Chambers offered the following amendment, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read as follows :-
. A mend rule 8, by striking out the words " three times" in the fifth 

line, and insert in lieu thereof, the words " one hour.'' 

Mr. Chambers moved, 
The adoption of the amendment •. 

Which motion was Loat, 

When the question 'recurring upon the adoption of the 8th rule, 

The motion Pre,,a.iled. 

On motion of Mr. Valentine, 
. The ninth, tenth and eleventh rules as reported, were severally 

Mr, Valentine moved, ' 
The adoption of the twelfth rule; 
Whereupon, 
Mr. Chambers offered the following amendment, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read as follows, to wit :-

Adopted. 

A mend rule 12 by striking out all after the word "amended" in the 
first line to the word " and" in the second line, and insert in lieu thereof 
the words " before they are taken up for the third or final reading, which, 

On motion of Mr. Valentine, 
Was 

On his motion also, 
The rule as amended, was 

On motion of Mr. Valentine, 

;Adopted. 

Adopted. 

The 13th, 14th, 15th, 16th, 17th, 18th and 19th rules were, as sever, 
ally reported, Adopted. 

On his motion also, 
The report of the committee as amended, was Adopted. 

Mr. Hayes. gave notice that on to-morrow or some future day, he would 
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ask le11ve to introduce a bill entitled " An act to suspend the operation 
of certain sections of an act therein mentione'd." 

Mr. Collins, chairman of the committee appointed on the part of the 
House to inform the chaplains of their election, reported, that the com­
mittee had performed the duty assigned them. 

Mr. Morgan offered the following resolution, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read, as follows:-

Resofoed, That the Clerk of the House of Representatives be author· 
ized to have five hundred additional copies of the Governor's Message 
printed for the use of the House. 

Whereupon, 

Mr, Morgan moved, 
The adoption of the resolution. 
Which motion was Lost. 

Mr. Valentine moved, 
A reconsideration of the motion. 
And the House being devided. 

Mr. Chambers called for the yeas and nays, which being taken were 
asJollows, to wit:-
' Yeas.-Messrs. Beaston, Benjamin Burton, James F. Burton, Collins, 
Day, Dixon, Gooding, Morgan, Saulsbury, Valentine and Mr. Speaker-
11. 

Nays.-Messrs. Biddle, Carlisle, Chambers, Delaplaine, Hayes, Mar. 
tin, Reynolds, Scotten, Short, and Thompson-.10. 

So the motion was Reconsidered. 

Mr. Valentine moved, 

To amend the resolution by striking out the word "five" and insert in 
lieu thereof tbe word " three" and add " if the type be still in form." 

On motion of Mr. Chambers, 
The whole question was laid upon the table until this afternoon. 
Mr. Saulsbury offered the following resolution, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read as follows:-
Resofoed, by the House of Representatives of the State of Delaware, 

by and with tke co~urrence of the Senate, That Luther Swiggett be, 
and he is hereby appointed Auditor of Accounts, for the term of two years 
from the second Tuesday of January, one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty.three. 

5 
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Whereupon, 

Mr. Hayes moved, 
That the resolution be indefinitely postponed, 

And the House being divided, 
Mr. Saulsbury called for the yeas and nays, which being taken, were 

as follows, to wit :-

Yeas.-Messrs. Beaston, Benjamin Burton, Carlisle, Chambers, Col­
lins, Day, Hayes, Morgan, Reynolds, Scotten, Short and Mr. Speaker-
12. 

Nays.-Messrs. Biddle, James F. Burton, Delaplaine, Dixon, Good­
ing, Martin, Saulsbury, Thompson, Valentine-9. 

So the resolution was Indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. Short presented the petition of Obediah Macklin, praying the pas­
sage of an act granting him the goods, chattels, &c., of Henry Donovan, 
deceased, which, · 

On his motion, 
Was read, and 

On motion of Mr. Hayes, 
Laid on the table until Thursday, the 13th instant. 

On motion, 
The House adjourned until 3 o'clock this afternoon. 

Same Day, 3 o'clock, P. ·M. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Valentine offered the following resolution, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read as follows, to wit:-. 

Resolved by the House of Representatives of the State of Dela0are, 
by and with the cancurrance of the Senate, That, 

be and he is hereby appointed auditor of accounts. 

Mr. Valentine gave notice that on Wednesday next, he would call up 
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said resolution,'and move the blank be filled with a view to its adoption. 
Mr, Valentine offered the following resolution, which, 

On his motion, , ' 
Was read as follows:-
Re,oltJed,.by the House of Representatfoea of the State of Delaware, 

1,y and with the concurrence oj"the Senate, That be 
and he is hereby appointed State Treasur~r. 

The' same gentleman gave. notice, that on Wednesday next, he would 
eall up the said resolution, and move that the blank be filled with a view 
to its adoption • 
. ~r. Gooding otrered the following resolution, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read as follows, to wit:-

/ . 
Resolt,ed, That the gentleman who, by a resolution passed yesterday, 

was allowed the privilege of a seat on this floor, be permitted to occupy a 
seat near the Clerk's table. 

Mr. Gooding moved, 
The adoption of the resolution, 
And the House being divided, 
The yeas and nays were called for, which being taken were as follows, 

to wit:-
Yea,.-Messrs. Biddle, James F. Burton, Delaplaine, Dixon, Gooding, 

Martin, Saulsbury and Thompson-8. 
Nay,.-Messrs. Beaston, Benjamin Burton, Carlisle, Collins, Day, 

Hayes, Morgan, Reynolds, Scotten, Short, Valentine and Mr. Speaker-12. 
So the resolution was Lost, 
Mr. Saulsbuy offered the following resolution, wh,ich, 

On his motion, 

Was read, as follows, to wit:-

Reaol'Ded, That the Speaker of this House assign to Mr. J. K. Jarvis 
sorrie convenient place on the floor of the House, for the purpose of re­
porting the proceedings of the same. 

Mr. Saulsbury mq,ved, 
The adoption of said resolution, 
And the HCluse being divided, 
The yeas and nays were called for, which being taken were as follows, 

to wit:-
Yea,.-Messrs. Biddle, James F. Burton, Carlisle, Collins, Day De· 

laplaine, Dixon, Gooding, Hayes, Martin, Saulsbury, Scotten, Thompson 
and Valentine-14. 



Nays.-Messrs. Beaston, Benjamin Burton, Chamber11, Morgan, Rey· 
nolds and Short-6. 

So the resolution was Adopted. 
Whereupon, 

The Speaker announced that in pursuance of the above r~olution, he 
assigns to Mr; J. K. Jarvis, the reporter, a ,seat on the floor, to the left of 
the entrance of the House, and in the rear of the chairs of the members 
occupying that part of the House; that his desk is not to be advanced be­
yond the line of the front railing of the lobbies; 'and that the reporter will 
be allowed privilege of ingress and egress to and from his place at plea­
sure, but will be restricted thereto, and will not be allowed to walk across 
or move about the floor during the sessioa of the House. 

On motion, 
The House adjourned until 10 o'clock, to.morrow morning. 

FRIDAY, 10 o'clock, A. M., January 7, 11853. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the Rev. Thomas G. Murphey. 
\ 

Mr. Valentine gave notice that on some future day, he would ask leave 
to introduce a bill entitled "An act to confirm an ordinance of the city 
of Wilmington, vacating part of Orange street." 

Also, a bill 'entitled " An act exempting from taxation certain real es­
tate located in the city of Wilmington, purchased by the United States 
government, for the purpose of erecting a custom house thereon." 

Mr. James F. Burton, chairman of the committee on unfinished busi­
ness, reported the following bills as remaining on the files of the last ses­
sion, viz:-

" An act to call a 'Convention." 
" An act to authorize the trustees appointed under an act entitled ' An 

act for the benefit of Sussex county,'' passed at Dover, February 13, 1835, 
or any supplement thereto, to pay to trustees appointed under the act en­
titled ' An act to improve the navigation of Lewes creek, by cutting and 
making a canal near Green Bank, passed February 18, 1841, and any 
supplement thereto, a certain amount of money herein specified.'" 

"A supplement to the act entitled ' An act concerning roads and 
bridges.' " 
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" A further supplement to the act entitled ' An act for the valuation or 
real and personal property within this State.'" 

" An act to incorporate the Farmers' and People's Plank Road Com­
pany.'' . 

Mr. Short, cjiairman of the committee on elections, reported that the 
retam from the different counties were correct, and the certificates of the 
•~ ,vere in proper form and duly certified, by which it appeared that. 

Mears James Delaplaine, Jesher H. Dixon, Alex. M. Biddle, Charles 
Gooding, Joshua S. Valentine, John A. Reynol<ls and Ephraim BeastQn, 
of New Castle county, and 

· Messrs. Benjamin L, Collins, John G. Chambers, Paris T. Carlisle, 
Bli Saulsbury, Merritt Scotten,. Manlove Hayes and William Thompson, 
of Kent county, and 

Messrs. James F. Burton, James F. Martin. John R, McFee, John Day, 
William W. Morgan, Benjamin Burton and Alfred Short, of Sussex coun. 

_ty, were chosen to represent the said counties respectively in the House 
of Representatives of the State of Delaware. 

Mr. Gooding presented the petition of William G. Whiteley~ prothono­
tary of New Castle county, asking the passage of a law authorizing the 
eopying ofcertain ittdexes ~o judgments, which 

On his motion, 
Was read and referred to a committee of three, with leave to report by 

bill or ptherwise. . 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Gooding, Carlisle and Short were appointed'said committee. 

Mr. Hayes, in pursuance of notice given yesterday, asked, and 

On motion of Mr. Gooding, 
Obtained leave to introduce a bill entitled " An act to suspend the op­

eration of certain sections of an act therein mentioned.'' 

On motion of Mr. Hayes, 
The said bill was read. 

On motion of Mr. James F. Burton, 
The bill entitled "An act to call a Convention," 'Y~s read, when 

· Mr. James F. Burton moved 
The indefinite postponement of ,aid bill. 

·whereupon, 

,,,. Mr. Valentine moved, 
,!fbat the bill be ordered to lay upon the table. 
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And the House being divided, 
The yeas and nays were called for, which being taken, were as fol. 

lows, to wit :-

Yeas.-Messrs. Beaston, Benjamin Burton, Collins, Day, Hayes, Mor­
gan, Reynolds, Scotten, Short, Thompson, Valentine and Mr. Speaker-
12. 

Nays.-Messrs. Biddle, James F. Burton, Delaplaine, Dixon, Good· 
ing, Martin and Saulsbury-7. 

So the bill was ordered to Jay upon the table. 

Mr. Delaplaine offered the following resolution, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read as follows :-
Rsolt,ed, That a committee of five on the part of the House, be ap­

pointed to act jointly with such committee as may be appointed on the 
part of the Senate, to make report upon the proper distribution of the new 
Revised Code, which 

On his motion, 
Was 
Whereupon, 

AdlYJ)ted. 

Messrs. Delaplaine, Hayes, Morgan, Thompson 'and Day were appoint­
ed said committee. 

Mr. Beaston moved, 
That the bill entitled " A further supplement to the act entitled 'An 

act for the valuation of real and personal property within this State' " be 
read. 

Which motion 

The bill having been read, 

Mr. Beaston moved 
Its indefinite postponement. 

Whereupon, 

Mr: Valentine moved, 
That the bill be orde.red to lay upon the table. 

Which motion 

On motion of Mr. James F. Burton, 

Pre1'ailed. 

Pre1'ailed. 

The bill entitled " An act to authorize the trustees appointed under an 
act entitled·' An act for the benefit of Sussex county,''' passed at Dover, 
February 13, 1835, or any supplement thereto, to pay to the trustees ap· 
pointed 1.mder the act entitled ' An act to improve the navigation of Lewes 
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creek, by cutting a canal near Green Bank, passed February 19, 1841, 
and any supplement thereto, a certain amount of money herein specified,' " 
was read. · 

On his motion also, 
The bill entitled " An act to incorporate the Farmers' and People's 

Plank Road Commpany was read ; and 

On motion of Mr. Reynolds, 
~ on the tdble. 

_ ,,. , On. motion of Mr. James F. Burton, 
. ,:: The- bill entitled " A supplement to the act concerning roads and 
~dges," was read; and, 

· On motion of Mr. Valentine, 
~id on the table. 

Mr. Hayes offered the followi~g resolution, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read, as followi :-

Resol'Ded, That so much of the Governor's Msssage as relates to the 
public internal improvements of this State, and the recommendation that 
the aid of this State shall be extended to said improvements, be referred 
to the committee appointed on the petition of the Delaware Rail Road 
Company; and, 

On his motion, 

The resolution was Adopted. 

On motion, 
The House adjourned until to-morrow morning, at ten o'clock. 

Same Day, 8 o'clock, P. M. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Buffington, Clerk of the Senate being admitted, informed the House 
_ that the Senate had concurred in the joint resolution appointing a joint 
committee to report upon " the proper distribution of the new revised 
code," and had appointed Messrs. Jump, Sorden and Smith, committee on 
the part of the Senate. 



40 

And also~ that th~ Senate bad passed a joint resolution "directing the 
State Treasurer to pay certain monies to William Ghandler, Thomas 
Smith and John Jones,'' and requested the concurrence of the House 
therein, · 

And he withdrew. 

On motion of Mr. Carlisle, 
The resolution from the Senate was read, as follows, to wit:-

" IN SENATE, January T, 1858. 

Resolt,erl by tke Senate a.nd House of Repreaentati1,ea t!f tke State 
of Delaware in General Assembly met, That the State, Treasurer be, 
and be is hereby directed to pay to William Chandler, the sum of one 
hundred and forty·five dollars, to Thomas Smith the sum of thirty dol, 
lars, and to John Jones the sum of seventy-"five ,dollars, for money by 
them expended in procuring, and cansing to be pl~ced in the monument 
DQW in course of erection at the city of Washington, to t}le memory of 
Washington, a granite block, in the name and on behalf of the· State. 

E:ctractfrom"tke Journal, 

WM. HUFFINGTON, Clerk. 
. For concurrence." 

On motion of Mr. Hayes, 
The" reso!'u~ion and accompanying documents were referred to a com· 

mittee of three. 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Hayes, Delaplaine and Benjamin Burton were appointed said 
committee. , 

Mr. Saulsbury gave notice that on Monday, or some future day, he 
would ask leave to introduce a bill entitled "An act to repeal section 5, 
chapter 16, of the revised code.'' 

' ' 

Mr. Delaplaine gave notice, that on some future day he would ask leave 
to introduce a bill entitled ,,. An act to prevent the sale of intoxicating 
liquors on the Sabbath." 

Mr. Saulsbury presented the petition of George W. Collier, praying for 
a law authorizing the transcribing of certain record books, and to extend 
the time for recording deeds," which, ' 

On his motion, 
Was read and referred to a committee of three, with leave to report by 

bill or otherwise. ' 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Saulsbury, Reynolds and Day, were appointed said commit, 
tee. 



41 

On motion, 
The House adjourned until 10 o'clock, on Monday morniog next .. 

MONDAY, 10 o'clock, A. M., January 10, 1853. 

The House met pursuant to adjournm~nt. 

Prayer by the Rev. J. T. Hazzard. 

Mr. Valentine, in pursuance of notice given, asked, and 

On motion of Mr. Reynolds, 
Obtained leave to introduce a bill entitled " An act exempting from 

taxation certain real estate, located in the city of Wilmington, purchased 
by the United States government, for the purpose of erecting a custom 
house thereon," which, 

On motion of Mr. Valentine, 
Was read. 

Mr. Valentine, in pursuance of notice previously given, also asked, and 

-On motion of Mr. Hayes, 
Obtained leave to introduce a bill entitled "An act to confirm an ordi­

nance of the city of Wilmington, vacating part of Orange street," which, 

On his motion, 
Was read . 

. Mr. Benjamin Burton gave notice that on to·morrow, or some future 
day, he would ask leave to introduce a bill entitled "A supplement to 
the act entitled 'An act concerning ditches.'" 

Mr. Valentine gave notice, that on to-morrow, or some future day, he 
would ask leave to introduce a bill entitled "An act authorizing the pub· 
Iication of the laws of this State, in the several newspapers thereof." 

On motion, 
The House adjourned until three o'clock this afternoon. 

6 
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Same Day, 3 ocloek, P; M. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

On motion of Mr. Hayes, 
The bill entitled " An act to suspend the operation of certain sections 

of an act therein mentioned," was taken up for· consideration and read a 
second time. · 

Mti Gooding, chairman of the committee. to whom was referred the 
petition of William G. Whiteley, prothonotary of New Castle county, re­
ported a bill entitled '' An act to authorize the prothonotary of the Supe­
rior Court of the State of Delaware, in and for New Castle county, to 
transcribe certain indexes," which, 

On his motion, 
Was read. 

On motion, 
The House adjourned until 10 o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

TUESDAY, 10 o'clock, A, M;, Jannary 11, 1853. 

The House met pursuant to fidjournment. 

Prayer by the Rev. T. G. Murphey. 

On motion of Mr. Saulsbury, 
The bill entitled "An act to suspend the operation of certain sections 

of an act therein mentioned," was taken up for consideration. 
Whereupon, · 
Mr. Saulsbury offered the following amendment, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read as follows, to wit:-
'Amend the bill by striking out the words "and seven," ~nd by omit­

ting the letter "s," at the termination of the word sections, in the ninth 
line of the preamble. 

And also, by striking out the word "and," in the third line, and the 
word "seventh," and omitting the letter "s,'' at the termination of the 
word s~ctions, in the fourth line of the first section. 
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On motion of Mr. Valentine, . 
The further consideration of the bill and amendment was postponed 

until. this afternoon. 

On his motion, 
The bill entitled "An act exempting from taxation certain real estate, 

I~ in the city of Wilmington, purchased by the United States govern· 
JhetJt, for the purpose of erecting a custom house thereon," was read a 
aecond time. 

T 
On his motion also, 

The bill entitled "An act to confirm an ordinance of the city of Wil-
.mington, vacating part of Orange street," was read a second time. 

Mr. Buffington, Clerk of the Senate, being admitted, mformed the 
House that the Senate had passed and requested the concurrence of the 
House in a bill entitled "An act to change the name of Susannah Baker, 
and of her son Luther Baker." · 

And he withdrew. 

On motion'ofMr .• Valentine, 
The bill from the Senate was read. 

Mr, Valentine presented the petition of Moses Bradford, James Canby 
and 295 others, praying the repeal of the act entitled " An act in relation 
to free negroes and slaves,'' passed at Dover, March 5, 1851, and also 
an aet entitled " An act to amend the act entitled ' An act concerning ap.· 
prentices and servants,'" passed at Dover, March 5, 1851, which, 

On hli..motion, .. 
Was read and referred to a committee of five, with leave to report by 

. bill or otherwise. 

Where~pon, 

Messrs. Valentine, Carlisle, Saulsbury, Benjamin Burton and Martin, 
were appointed said committee. 

Mr. Morgan, chai.rman of the committee to whom was referred the w· 
tition of David Pepper and· others, praying the creation of an additional 
school district in Sussex county, reported a bill entitled "An act to create 
an additional school district in Sussex county," which, 

On his motion, 
Was read. 

On motion of Mr. Gooding, 
The bill entitled " An act to authorize the prothonotary of tpe Superior 

Court of the State of Delaware, in and for New Castle county, to trans­
cribe certain indexes," was takeQ up for consideration, and read a second 
time. · · 
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Whereupon, 

Mr. Gooding rnoved, 
To fill the blank in the second section thereof with the names of James 

C. Mansfield and Peter B. Vand1:.ver. 
Which motion Pre'Oailed. 

Mr. Valentine pre<1ented the petition ot Robert Graves and 220 other 
free colored persons, praying the repeal of the act entitled " An act in re­
lation to free negroes and slaves,'' passed March 5, 1851, and for other 
purposes, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read and referred to the committee already raised on that subject. 

Mr. Saulsbury, chairman of the committee to whom was referred the 
petition of George W. Collier, reported adversely 'to the prayer of the pe· 
titioner. ' 

Whereupon, 

On motion of Mr. Valentine, 
The report was Adopted. 

On motion, 
The House adjourned until 3 o'clock this afternoon. 

Same Day, 3 o'clock, P. M. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

I Mr. Collins presented the memorial of the trustees of Smyrna Circuit 
Parsonage, praying an extension of their charter, which, 

On his motidh, 
Was read and referred to a committee of three, with leave to report by 

bill or otherwise. , · 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Collins, Biddle and Day, were appointed said committee. 

Mr. Hayes, from the committee on the joint resolution directing the 
State Treasurer to pay certain sums of money to William Chandler and 
others, reported back said resolution without amendment. 
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Whereupon, · ' 

Mr. Beaston moved, 
That the resolution be concurred in. 

Which motion Prnailed. 

So the joint resolution was Concurred in. 
Ordered, That the Senate be Jnformed the]jeof. 

· On motion of Mr. Hayes, 
The bill entitled " An act to suspend the· operation of certain sectjons 

o( an act therein mentioned," was .taken up for consideration, and, · . 

On motion of Mr. Saulsbury, 
The amendment offered by him this morning, was read. 

Mr. Saulsbury then moved, 
The adoption of said amendment, 
And the House being devided, 
The yeas and nayil were called for, which being taken were as fol-

lows, to wit:-

. Yeas.-Messrs. Biddle, James F. Burton, Delaplaine, Dixon, Gooding, 
. Martin, Saulsbury, Thompson and Valentine-9. 

· · Naya.-Messrs. Beast<m, Benjamin Burton, Carlisle, Chambers, Col­
lips, Day, Hayes, Morgan, Reynolds, Scotten, Short and Mr. Speaker-
12. 

So the amendment was Lo,t. 

On motion of Mr. Hayes, 
The bill was read a third time by paragraphs, and the question being 

on the final pasage of the bill, 

· Mr. Saulsbury called for the yeas and nays, which being taken, were 
\ as follows :.:.... . 

Yeaa.-Messrs. Beaston, Benjamin Burton, Carlisle, Chambers, Col· 
)ins, Day, Hayes, Morgan, Scotten, Short, Valentine and Mr. Speaker-12. 

Nays.-Messrs. Biddle, James F. Burton, Delaplaine, Dixon, Gooding, 
Martin, Reynolds, Saulsbury and Thompson:......9. 

So the bill Paa,ed the House. 
Ordered to the Senate for concnrrence. 

On motion of Mr. Benjamin Burton, 
. The bill entj!led " An act exempting from taxation certain real estate, 

located in the city of Wilmington, purchased by the United States gov­
ernment, for the purpose of erecting a,custom house thereon," was taken 
up for consideration. 
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Whereupon, 

Mr, Benjamin Burton offered the following amendment, w~ich, 

On his motion, 
Was read as foltows:-

Amend the bill by inserting between 'the word II States" and the word 
" free," in the eighteenth line of the first section thereof, the words fol­
lowing, to wit :....:...." for the purposes aforesaid ;'' and, 

On motion of Mr. Valentine, / 
The amendment was Adopted. 

'. 
In pursuance of notice given, Mr. Benjamin Burton asked, and, 

On motion of Mr. Reynolds, ' 
Obtained leave to introduce a bill entitled II A supplement to chapter 

59 of the revised code," which, 

On his m0tion, 
Was read. 

On motion, 
The House adjourned until 10 o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

WEDNESDAY, 10 o'clock, A. M., January 12, 1858. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment • 
.,, 

Prayer by the Rev. John T. Hazzard. 

M,r, Valentine presented the petition of John Rice, A. H. Grimshaw 
and Jesse Sharp, committee of the city council of Wilmington, praying 
an amendment to the act entitled "An act for the benefit of public schools 
in Wilmington," which, 

On his motion, 
Was read and referred to a committee of three, with leave to report by 

bill or otherwise. 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Valentine, Thompson and Morgan were appointed said com­
mittee-
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On m'otion of Mr. Valentine, 
The bill entitled "An act exempting from taxation certain real es­

tate located in the city of, Wilmington, purchased by the United States 
government, for• the purpose of erecting a custom house thereon" was 
read a third time, by paragraphs, and 

Pa.aaed the House, 
Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

Mr. Collins, from the committee to whom was referred the memorial 
of trustees of Smyrna Circuit Parsonage praying a continuation of their 
charter, reported a bill entitled " An act to continue in full force the act 
entitled • .A.n act to incorporate the trustees of the Smyrna Circuit Par­
sonage,''.' passed at Dover_, January 22, 1833; which, .. 

On his motion, 
Was read. 

Qn motion ·of Mr. Valentine, 
The bill entitled "An act to confirm an ordinance of the city of Wil­

mington, vacating part of Orange street" was read a third, by· paragraphs, 
and 

Passed the Houae. 
Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

On his motion also, 
The resolution relating to the appointment of State Treasurer, was , 

taken up for consideration. 

On motion of Mr. Delaplaine, 
The blank in said resolution was filled up with the name of William 

Cannon • 

. On motion of Mr. Valentine, 
The resolution was 
Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

On his motion also, . 

I 

Adopted. 

The resolution for appointing ati Auditor of Accounts was then taken 
up for consideration, and 

On motion of Mr. James F. Burton, 
The name of Dr. Luther Swiggett was inserted in the blank, and the 

resolution ' 
Adopted. 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

Mr. Saulsbury moved, 
That the House now adjourn until 3 o'clock this afternoon. 

Which motion was 



Mr. Buffington, Clerk of the Senate, being admitted, informed the 
House that the Senate had passed, and requested the concurrence of the 
House in a joint resolutjon for a joint meet'1Jg to elect a United States 
Senator. 

And he withdrew. 

On motion of l\!r, Valentine, 
The joint resolution from the Senate was read as follows, to wit :-

" IN SENATE, January 5, 1853. 

Resol'Ded by the Senate and House of Representatfoes of the State 
of Delaware .in General Assembly met, That the Legislature of this 
State will on Wednesday, the twelfth of January, instant, at twelve o'­
clock, noon, in the hall of the House of Representatives, in joint meeting 
of the Senate and House of Representatives, hold an election, by ballot, 
for the purpose of choosing a Senator from this State in the Senate (lf the 
United States, for the constitutional term, to commence on the fourth day 
of March next. 

Extract from the Journal, 
WM. BUFFINGTON, Clerk • 

.For concurrence." 

On motion of Mr. Valentine, 
The joint resolu.tion was 

Ordered that the Senate be infinmed thereof. 

On 'motion of Mr. Benjamin Burton, 

I 

Concurred in. 

Ordered that the Clerk do now proceed to the Senate and inform that 
body that the House will be ready to receive them in five minutes, in the 
hall of the House of Representatives, for the purpose of electing, by bal­
lot, a Senator from this State in the Senate of the United States, in obe­
dience to the joint resolution heretofore passed. 

Which was done. 

At the expiration of which time the members of the Senate, preceded 
by thei.r Speaker and · attended by their Clerk, entered the hall of the 
House of Representatives, and took the seats prepared for their reception. 

The two Houses being thus convened in joint meeting, 

.On motion of Mr. Sorden, of the Senate, 
The joint resolution for convening them was read. 

Whereupon, 

Mr. Valentine, of the House of Representatives, moved 
That the two Houses proceed to elect, by ballot, a person to represent 

this State in the Senate of the United States for the constitutional term, 
to commence on the fourth day of March next. 



Which motion Prnailed. 

The votes were then received by the sergeant-at.arms of the Senate 
and by him taken to the Speaker of the Senate, who read them out in 
the presence of both Houses of the General Assembly. 

They were tallied by the respective Clerks, and were as follows :- ' 

For John M. Clayton, .17 votes. 
Blank, 13 " 

The Speaker of the Senate then declared that John M.' Clayton having 
a m~jority of the whole number of votes, was duly elected a Senator from 
-t~e Stat~ of Delaware in the Senate of the United States for the constitu· 
tronal term, to commence on the fourth day of March next ; and there­
upon three certificates of the election of John M. Clayton to the Sen· 
ate of t.he United States were made out agreeably to the act of assem­
bly, in such case made and provided; which certificates were signed by 
the ~peaker of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Represent&· 
tives, and attested by the Clerks of the respective Houses. 

On motion of Mr. Hayes, of the House, 
The certificates were read. 

On motion of Mr. Temple, of the Senate, 
The proceedings of both Houses in joint meeting were read and com­

pareq. 
Whereupon, 

On motion of Mr. Delaplaine, 
The two Houses separated, and the members of the Senate returned to 

their chamber. 

On motion, 
The House adjourned until 3 o'clock this after-noon. 

\ . 

Same Day, 3 o'clock, P. M. 

· The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Valentine, from the committee on the petition of committee of the 
illy couneil of Wilmington, reported a bill entitled " An act to amend 
the' Act for the benefit of public schools in Wilmington,' " which, 

7 \ 



On bis motion, 
Was read.· 

On motion of Mr. Morgan, 
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The bill entitled " An act to create an additional school c:f1&trict in SU'S· 
sex county," was read a second time. 

Mr. Short offered thefollowing amendment, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read as follows, to wit :-

A mend the bill by striking out the names of the commissionen in the 
third and fourth lines of section 1 of the bill, and insert in lieu thereof 
the followin2: names, to wit :-John D. Rodney, Philip C. Jones and Wil­
liam 0. Redden. 

On his motion, 
The amendment was 

On motion of Mr. Carlisle, 
A committee of e'nrolment was appointed. 

Whereupon, 

Adopted. 

Messrs. Carlisle, Delaplaine, Morgan and Gooding, were appointed 
said committee. 

On motion of Mr. Benjamin Burton, 
The bill entitled " A supplement to chapter 59 of the revised code," 

was taken ~p for consideration. ' 

Whereupon, 

Mr. Benjamin Burton moved, 
To amend the bill by striking out its present title and insert in ,lieu 

thereof, the words "An act to amend chapter 59 of the Revised Code 
(Title of Ditches.") 

Which motion Pre'Dailed. 
On bis motion also, 

The bill was then read a second time, by its title. 

Mr. Saulsbury gave notice, that on to-morrow he would ask leave to 
int ror.uce a bill entitled "An act to amend section 5, chapter 16, of Re­
visl'd Code aud fur other purposes." 

Mr. I1uffington, Clerk of the Senate, being admitted, informed the 
House that the Senate had concurred in the joint resolution appointing 
a State Treasurer. 

Also, that the Senate had concurred in the joint resolution appointing 
an Auditor of Accounts. 
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Also, that the Senate bad concurred in the bill entitled "An act to 
•uapend the operation of certain sections of an act therein mentioned," 
with an amendment thereto. · 

.4.nd he withdrew. 

On motion of Mr. Valentini;,, 
The amendment from the Senate was1read as follows: 

"IN SENATE, January 12, 1853. 

Amend the bill by striking out of the siicth line of the preamble, the 
· 1r9rds "new Digest" and insert thf:l words "Revised Statutes;" also, 
strike out of the fourth line of section 1, the words "now Digest" and 
~m,ert the words "Revised. Statutes," ' 

Eztract from the Journal, 
WM. HUFFINGTON, Clerk. 

For concurrence." 

· On motion of Mr. Valentine, 
The amendment was 
Ordered, That the Senate be informed thereof. 

Concurred in. 

Mr. Benjamin Burton presented the petition of Manaen Gum, praying 
the passage of an act to authorize him to locate certain vacant land· in 
B!lltimore hundr~d, and to complete hui title to the same, which 

On his motion, 
Was read and referred to a committee of three, with leave to report by 

bill or otnerwise. ' 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Benjamin Burton, Collins and Dixon were appointed said com, 
mittee. 

Mr. Saulsbury presented the petition of Henry Atkinson, praying a 
law to change the name of certain persons therein mPntioned, and to 
constitute them his legal heirs, which 

On his motion, 
Was read and referred to a committee of three, with leave to report by 

bill or otherwise. 
Whereupon, 
Messrs. Saulsbury, Beaston and Short,,were appointed said committee. 

M;, Saulsbury presented the petition of William Garner, praying a 
law permitting Sarah Grinage, (n.) to remove into this State, w_hich, 

. On bis motion, 
Was read and ~ferred to a committee of three, with leave to report by 

bill or otherwise. 



Whereupon, 

Mess~. Saulsbury, Reynolds and Martin were appointed said co•t-
tee. " '· 

' 
On motion of Mr. James F, Burton, 

The bill entitled "An act to change the mime of Susannah Baker, and 
of her son Luther Baker," was read a second time by its title. 

I , 

Mr. Morgan presented the petition of James W. Hosea and others, 
praying for an act to confirm to Nancy Purnell, wife of John PurneU, (n~) 
the lands late of Caleb Sirman, dec'd., which, · 

On his motion, 
,was r~ad and referred to a committee of three, with leave to report by 

bill or otherwise. · 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Morgan, Chambers and Delaplaine, were appointed said com· 
mittee. 

M. Benjamin Burton presented the petition of Joseph Philips and 
Thomas Phillips, praying for an act to locate certain vacant land in Dags­
borough hundred, and complete their title to' the same, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read and referred to a committee of three, with leave to report by 

bill or otherwise. 
Whereupon, 
Messrs. Benjamin Burton, Gooding and Hay~s, were appointed said 

committee. 

On motion, , 
The House adjourned until 10 o'clock, to-morrow moming. 

THURSDAY, 10 o'clock, A. M., Ja.nua.ry 13, 1853. 

The Hm1se met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer hy the Rev. T. G. Murphey. 

On motion of Mr. Reynolds, •. . 
The bill entitled "An act to authorize the prothonotary of t~e Superior. 



Court of the State of Delaware, in and for New Castle county, to·frans­
cribe certain indexes,'' was taken up for consideration. 

Wbereupen, 
:r,tr. Reynolds offered the following amendment, which, 

On bis motion, 
Was read as follows :-

Amend the bill by striking out. all of the first section, after the en,ct-
ing clause, and inserting the following:'- , , 

"That the Levy Court· of New Castle county be, and they are hereby 
authorized if, in the judgment of the said court it shall be necessary, to 
cause to be made by the prolhonotary of said county, a true and correct. 
copy or tranacript of the indexes of the · judgments entered or signed, i~ 
the Superior Court of the State of Delaware, in and for New Castle cou9· 
ty, from the year one thousand eight hundred and thirty-two, to the No· 
vember term, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-one, in a substantial 
and well-bound book or books to be by the said prothonotary provided 
for that purpose." __ 

Amend section 2, in the first line thereof, by inserting between .the 
word "That'' and the word "James," the following: ,; if the said Lev-y 
Court shall deem it necessary that the indexes aforesaid should be copie~ 
or transcribed, then that." · 

Amend the title of the bill by striking out the words " the prothonotary 
of the Superio,; Court of the State of Delaware in and for," and insertin& 
"the Levy Court of." Amend the title further, by striking out the wo~ 
'' transcribe," and inserting "cause to be transcribed." 

Mr. Reynolds then moved, 
The adoption of said amendment. 
Pending which, 

Mr. Saulsbury moved, 
The postponement of the farther consideration of the resolution an.d 

a1m1ndment until Tuesday, next. 
Which motion Pre,,ailed. 

On motion of Mr."Collins, 
The bill entitled " An . act to continue in force the act entitled • An 

act to incorporate the trustees of the Smyrna Circuit Parsonage, pa11$ed 
at Dover, January 22, 1833,'" was ~ad a second time. 

In pursuance of notice given yesterday, .Mr. Saulsbury asked, and 

bn motion of Mr. Gooding, 
Obtained leave to introduce a bill entitled " An act to amend the fifth 

eection of the sixteenth chapter of the revised code, and for other pur· 
poses," which, · 



On his motion, 
Was read. 

On motion of Mr. Valentine, 
The bill entitled "An act to amend the act for the benefit of public 

achools, in Wilmingtoni" was read a second time. 

Mr. Valentine then offered an amendment to the bill, which, 

On his motion, 
Was rea.d as follows, to wit :-

Amend the bill by adding as section 2, the following:-

" Section 2, And it appearing to the General Assembly, that in the city 
of Wilmington there is urgent need of primary schools, because of great 
numbers of children 'that cannot otherwise be put in a course of useful 
education; and that the board of public education in Wilmington, have 
felt themselves constrained by the pressure of this need to resort to a 
loan, in anticipation of funds, in order to increase the number of these 
schools. 

Be it farther enacted as aforesaid, That the right and estate late of 
united school districts numbers 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17 and 18, in 
New Castle county, in and to the, lot of land and school house at the cor·: 
ner of French and King streets, in Wilmington afore';iaid, and the right 
that belonged to the school committee of school district number 9, in New 
Castle county, before the uniting of said district with the rest of the dty 
of Wilmington, under the board aforesaid, in and to the-school house and 
lot of land in Twelfth street, in Wilmington aforesaid, have passed and 
shall pass to the said board of public education in Wilmington, and are 
and shall be vested in the said board; and the said board shall have the 
possession and charge of the said school houses and lots of !arid, and ex· 
ercise all acts of ownership for security and preservation of the sttme, and 
the said school house and lot of land at the corner of French and Sixth 
streets, as well as the lots of land and new school house of tho said board, 
in the first ward, in Wilmington aforesaid, on Washington street, and aH 
other the land and property which the said board of public education shall 
acquire, shall be liable for the debts and contracts which the said board 
shall incur and make; and further, the said board of public education in 
Wilmington shall have power to grant and convey to any person or cor· 
poration in fee simple by way of mortgage, the said lot of land and school 
house, at the corner !)f French and Sixth streets with the appurtenances, 
and the said lots of land and new school house in the first ward aforesaid, 
on Washington street, with the appurtenances, anu any other land or 
property acquired by said board, for securing to such person or corpora· 
tion the payment of any sum or sums not exceeding in the whole. six 
thousand dollars, with interest, at such time or in such manner as may 
be agreed upon. · 

The said board may bring suit before a justice of the peace, or in the . 



Superior Court, as the amount claimed may determine the jurisdiction, for 
damiges for any trespass or injury to either of the school houses afore· 
said, or lots of land aforesaid, or the fixtures thereof, or the furniture or 
~oks therein, or any property of the board, and recover double damages, 
with double costs." 

' 
· On motion of Mr. Valentine, 
The further consideration of said amendment was postponed until Tues· 

day next. · 

Mr. Beaston gave notice that on some future day, he would ask le'ave 
to introduce a bill entitled " An act concerning public roads in New Cas· 
tl? county." · 

On motion of Mr. Short, 
The petition of Obadiah Macklin was referred to a committee of three, 

with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Short, Biddle and Beaston, were appointed said committee. 

On motion, 
The House adjourned until 2 o'clock, this afternoon. 

Same Day, 2 o'clock, P. M. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Huffington, Clerk of the Senate being admitted, informed the House 
that ,the Senate had passed a bill entitled " An act for the· relief of the 

·widow and heirs of Jacob Raymond, deceased," and requested the con­
currence of the House therein. 

And he withdrew. 

On motion of Mr. Carlisle, 
The communication from the Senate was read. 

Mr. Saulsbury, from the committee to whom was referred the petition I 

of William Garner, reported a bill entitled •• An act for the benefit of 
Sarah Grinage," which 

On his motion, 
Was read. 



Mr. Carlisle, from the committee on enrolment; reported that the bill 
entitled " An act to suspend the operation of certain sections of an act 
therein mentioned," was duly and correctly enrolled. 

Mr. Delaplaine,, froni the joint committee appointed to report upon the 
proper distribution of the Revised Code, reported a bill entitled "An act 
for the distribution of the Revised Statutes of the State of Delaware," 
which, 

On his motion, . 
Was read. 
Mr, Delaplaine, in pursuance of notice previously given, asked, and 

On motion of Mr. Biddle, , 
Obtained leave to introduce a bill entitled " An act to prevent the sale 

of intoxicating drinks on the Sabbath," which, 

On his motion, 
Was read. 

On motion, , 

The House adjourned until 11 o'clock, T11esday morning next. 

TUESDAY, 11 o'clock, A. M., January 18, 1858. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the Rev .. J. T. Hazzard. 

· On motion of Mr. Gooding, 
The bill entitled " An. at:t to authorize the prothonotary of the Supe. 

perior Court of the State of Delaware, in and for New Castle county, to 
transcribe certain indexes," was taken up for consideration. 

Whereupon, 

Mr. Reynolds moved, 
The adoption of the amendment offered by him. 
Which motion Prna.ikil. 

On motion of Mr. Goading, 
The bill as amended was read a third time, by paragraphs, and 

Pa,ued the HMJU. 
Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 
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On l:ilotion or Mr. Collins, 
The ·bm entitled " An act to continue in force the act entitled ' An 

act to incorporate the trustees or the Smyrna Circuit Parsonage, passed 
at Dover, January 22, 1833,'" was read a third time by paragraphs and 

Passed the House. 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

. . Mr. Delaplaine presented the petition of J. G. Hendrickson and others, 
praying for an act providing fbr examiners of school teachers, which, 

· On his motion, 
· Was read and referred to a committee of three, with leave to report by 
bill or otherwise. 

Whereupon: 

Messrs. Delaplaine, Carlisle and Day, were appointed said committee. 

On motion of Mr. Saulsbury, 
The bill entitled "An act to amend section 5, chapter 16, of Revised 

Code and for other purposes," was taken up for consideration. 

Whereupon, 

Mr. Saulsbury offered the following amendment, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read and 

As follows :-

Adopted, 

I 

Amend the bill by striking out the word " Code.,'' and inserting the 
··word " Statutes,'' in the title of the bill, and 

On his motion, 
The bill, as amended, was read a second time. 

Mr. Reynolds presented the petition of Fredus Pennington and others, 
praying for ,an act providing for examiners of school teachers, which, 

On his motion, 
Wa" read and referred to the committee already raised on the same 

iubject. ' 

Mr. Beaston, in pursuance of notice previously given, asked, and · 

On motion of Mr. Hayes, 
Obtained leave to introduce a bill entitled "An ai:t concerning public 

. · .roads in New Castle county,'' which, 

On his' motion, ' 
Was read. 

8 



Mr. Reynolds presented the p~tition of Fl'tldU.s Ptnnington and others, 
praying an. 11ct to make provi'lion for the appointment of an agent to 
counsel and aid the people of the school districts tin promoting t.he copi· 
mon schools, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read and referred to the com~1ittee appointed on the subject of 

providing for examiners of sphool teachers. ' 

Mr. Delaplaine presented the petition of J. G. Hendrickson and others, 
praying an aqt to make provision, for the appointment of an agent to 
counsel and aid the people of the school districts, in promoting the com· 
mqn i,chools, which, 

On his motion, 
Was, read and referred to the committee already charged with the same 

subject. 
t 

Mr. Beaston presented the petition of Isaac A. Lum and others, srhool 
voters of school district No. 74, in New Castle c;ounty, praying tor a law 
prohibiting the manufacture and sale of all intoxicating·Iiquors a11 a bever· 
age, similar to the Maine Law, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read and referred to a committee of six, with leave to report by 

bill or otherwise. 
Whereupon, 
Messrs. Beaston, Delaplaine, Chambers, Saulsbury, Morgan and James 

F. Burton, were 1appointed said committee. 

Mr. Huffington, Clerk of the Senate, being admitted, informed the 
House that the Senate had passed, and requested the concurrence of the 
~ouse in a bill entitled "An act for the relief of Abram Cam~r, and 
his wife Isabella Ca'11per." 

Whereupon, 

On motion of Mr. Reynolds, 
The bill, together with the accompanying petition, was read. 

Mr. Delaplaine presented the claim of Johnson & Chandler, for print· 
ing, which, , 

On his motion, 
Was read and referred to the committee on claims. 

Mr. James F. Burton presented the petition of Robert Layton, praying 
" An act to revive and re·enact an act entitled ' An act to divorce Robert 
Layton and Genette, his wife, late Genette Long, from the bonds of mat· 
rimony,'" passed at Dover, January 28, A. D. 1851, which, 

On his motion, 



, W• tead, ••d refertmi to a committee of three, with leave to,report by 
· bitl, or otherwise, ' 

Wher1,opo11, 
Messrs, James F. Burton, Hayes and Reynolds, were appointed said 

committee. 

Ott m1>tion, 
The House adjourned until 3 o'clock this' afternoon. 

Same Da9, 3 o'clock, P. M. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Morgan presented the petition of George W. Green and 12 others, 
· praying an act to vacate a part of Market street, in the village of Con­
cord, Sussex county, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read and referred to a committee of three, with leave to report by 

bill or otherwise. ' , . · 
Whereupon, 
M88$rs. Morglln, CoHins and Biddle, were appointed said committe_e. 

On motion of Mr. Co'nins, 
The bill entitled "An act for the relief of the heirs and widow of J~ob 

Raymond, deceased," was taken up for consideration, and read a second 
time. · 

Mt. Collins then offered the followfog amendment, which, 

On. his motion, 
Was read and Adopted, 
As' follows -
Amend the bill by striking out the word "fifty," in the seventeenth 

Jine of the second section, and insert in lieu thereof ihe words " seventy· 
five," 

On his motion also, 
The said bill was read a third time by paragraphs, by special order, 

aud Passed the Houae. 

Ordered, that the Senate be informed thereof. 



Mr. Beaston,presented the, petition- o( N .. Bdl•kheQ• :Daniel: o..iiUI, , 1 

and 13(;1 others, . praying the eqac~nt of such· ~holesome au .• 1..,,1 
statutes as will remedy the· evils flowing from the· .traffic iq i*"R 
liquor~, whic~, · ,., 

!!, 

On bis motion, ·" .. , 
Was read and referred to "tbe,committee already rai~,d.,9Al, .. t~ lllJDe 

subject, · . . . . . . . ,, .. " . 
Mr. Reynolds presented the peiition of Springer McDaniel and o~hl!l'8, 

of Mill Creek hundred, New ·Castle· county, remonstrating against 'the 
passage of a law' prohibiting the sale of intoxicating liquors,-which, 

' . . 
On his motidn, . . 

Was read and referred to the committee already raised oa the petition 
of Isaac A. Lum and others. · · . 

Mr. Valentine presented the petition of Joseph McBride and others, 
praying the repeal of t~~ act entJtl~d ~' AIIJlCt in .~lation to free.iegroes 
and slaves, and for other purposes/' whial'i, • · 

, On his motion; 
Was read and referred to the committee :already abarged with the aii.me 

subject. , ' . 1 " 

Mr. Beaston presented the petition of Mary· N, Cowgill, Susan S, Cut,. 
breth an~ ~~O other wom~n,. of ':{en! co\1pty, prayi.11g. Jhe pa~ of a 
la!I' proh1~1\mg the. traffi9 1.n· 1ntox1cat1pg hquors, which, . 

,. On hii motion, 
Was reaiand referred,to the committee already charged with the liUb· 

ject. . .. . , . ... . . .· .. · .... ,.: 
M;r. Reynolds presented the petition of Sarah F. Barr and other ,romeo, 

of White Clay Creek hundred;. Jliew Castle county, 'praying the passage 
of a law prdhibiting the sale of intoxicating li<jUOrs, w;hich, · • ,., · ' 

' ' ,. '' 
On his motion, , 

~as refe~red to the commiuee previoµsly r,aised on the 8Jlffl8 aub~~t. 
Mr. Beaston presented the petition of J, :8. Cann and forty,five other 

women of New Castle co1Jnty, praying the passage of a law prohibiting 
the sale of intoxicating liquors, which, 

On his motion, · 
· Was referred to the ~ommittee ~!ready charged with the sdbject, . 

Mr. R~ynolds presented the petition of Joseph Barr and 51 others,·of 
White Clay Creek hundred, New Castle county, praying the enaetl!Nfflt 
of a law prohibiting the traffic in intoxicating liquors, which, . 

On his motion, 
' Was read and referred to the committee already raised on the sa~ 
subject. · , , 
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, On ,moti~n of Mr. Saulsbury, 
1,,The bill entitled •• An act for the benedt of Sarah Grinage," was read 
••ond time by its title. 

On motion' of Mr. Valentine, 
The amendment offered to the bill entitled "An act to amend the 'Act 

ter'the benefit of public schools in Wilmington,'" was read and 
Adopted. 

, , Whereupon, 
On motiop of Mr. Valentine, 

The bill as amended was read a third time by paragraphs, and 
• Passed the Hou,e • 

. Qrdered to the Senate for concurrence. 
Mr. Huffington, Clerk of the Senate,, being admitted, informed the 

'House that the Senate had concurred in the bill ensitled "An act to con. 
Arm an ordinance of the city of Wilmington, vacating p1trt of Orange 
street." 

And he withdrew. 
' 

,,J,fr. Valentine presented the petition of Moses America, (n.), for the 
passage of a law to enable his chilqren to return to the State of Dela· 
1ra,i:e, which, 

On his _motion, 
Was read and referred to a committee of three, with leave to report by 

1»11 or, otherwise. , 

Whereupon, 
i;:, 

Messrs. Valentine, Thompson and Benjamin Burton, were appointed 
~id committee. · ' 

Mr. Hayes presented the petition of James S. Moor and others, praying 
(pr an act to prevent swine running at large in school district No. 10, 
Kent county, which, 

On his motion, 
· •. , Was read and referred to a committee of three, with leave to report by 
\ill or otherwise. 

Whereupon, 
Messrs. Hayes, Beaston and Martin, were appointed said committee. 

Mr. Day presented the petition of Josiah Marvel and other residents of 
school district No. 53, Sussex county, remonstrating against the altering 
of said school district, which 

On his motion,· 
Was reacl. 



· Mr. Morgan, from the committee to whom was referred the ~titlon of 
Jl\_mes W. Hosea and others, reported a bill entitled "An act to confirm 
the title of Nancy Purnell, formerly Nancy Sirman, to certain teal estate 
therein mentioned," which 

On his motion, 
Was read. 

On motion of Mr. Delaplaine, 
The bill entitled "An act to prevent the sale of intoxicating liquor!1 on 

the Sabbath," was rell.d a second time. 

Whereupon, 

Mt. Valentine moved, 
To refer the bill lo the committee on the petition of Isaac A. Lutn and 

olhets, 
And the House being devided, 
The yeas and nays were called for, which being taken W!lre as fol. 

lows, to wit:-

Yeas.-Messrs. Beaston, Benjamin Burton, Carlisle, Chambers, Col­
lins, Day, Hayes, Morgan, Reynolds, Scotten, Short, Valentine and Mr. 
Speaker--13. 

Nays.-Messrs. Biddle, James F. Burton, Delaplaine, Gooding, Mar­
tin, Saulsbury and Thompson-7. 

' So the motion PrecaUell. 

Mr. Saulsbury then moved, 
That Mr. Valentine be add~d to the colJ)mittee. 

Which motion PreM#ed. 

Mr. Short presented the petition of Thomas Draper and thirty-three 
others, of Cedar Qreek hundred, praying for an act authorizing the stoir 
ping up of a ditch in Slaughter Neck, or compelling the Slaughter Neck 
Marsh Company to change the outlet of its waters, which 

On his motion, 
, Was read and referred t~ a committee of three, with leave to report ,by 

bill or otherwise. 
• Whereupon, 

_ .Messrs. Short, Scotten and Gooding, were appointed said committee. 

On motion, 
The House iidjourned until 10 o'clock, to-mor~ow mornini· , 



. WEDNESDAY, 10 o'clock, A. M., Jariuarz1 J9, .1863, 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the Rev. T. G. Murphey. 

Mr. Valentine presented the petition of Alexander M. Wiggins and 
other-s, praying an act providing for examiners for school teachers, which 

On his motion, 
Was read and referred to the committee already charged with the same 

subject, 

Mr. Reynolds presented the petition of James H. Ray and others, pray~ 
ing an act prohibiting the sale of intoxicating liquors i.n all stores, and to 
compel hotel and tavern keepers to close their bars on the Sabbath, which 

On his motion, 
Was read and referred to the committee appointed on the petition of 

Isaac A. Lum and others. 

Mr. Valentine presented the petition of Alexander M. Wiggins and 
others, praying an act to make provision for the appointment of an agent 
to counsel and aid the people of the school districts in promoting the com. 
n:ion schools, which 

On his ~otion, 
was read and referred to the committee previously raised on the same 

subject. 

Mr. Beaston presented the petition of Samuel Higgins and others, pray. 
ing an act t~ make provision for the appointment of an agent to counsel 
and aid the people of the school districts in promoting the common 
schools, which 

On his motion, 
Was referred to the committee already raised on the same subject. 

On motion of Mr. James F. Burton, 
The bill entitled "An act for the relief of Abram Camper and his wife 

Isabella Camper," was read a second time, by its title. 

Mr. Valentin.a presentetl the petition of John R. Latimer .and others, 
praying the repeal of the act entitled "An act in relation to free negroes 
and slaves and for other purposes," which 

, On his moti.on, 
Was read and referred to the committee 

subject. 

• already raised on the SIJQle 

Mr. Morgan presented the petition of John H. Matthews and other citi­
zens of Sussex county, asking· for a law making the persons and minor 
children of free negroes subject to execution process, which 



On his motion, 
, Was read and referred to a committee of 'three, with leave to report 
by bill or otherwise. 

Whereupon, 

Messrs, Morgan, Carlisle and Dixon, we~ appointed said committee, · 1 

On motion of Nr. Delaplaine, 
The bill entitled " An act for the distribution of the Revised Statutes 

of the State of Delaware," was read a second time • 

. Mr, Delaplaine then offered the following amendment, which 

On motion of Mr. Hayes, 

Was read as follows :-

Amend the bill as follows :-In the thirteenth line, strike out the words 
"the use of the members," and insert" their ow~ proper use and benefit." 

On· his motion, 

-The amendment was 
' Adopted. 

' ' 

Mr. Buffington, Clerk of the Senate, being admitted, informed the Houe 
that the Senate had passed a bill entitled " An acMo amend chapter 20, 
of tpe Revised Statutes of the State of Delaware," and requested the con-
currence of the House therein, _ . 

And he withdrew. 

On motion of Mr. Hayes, 
The bill from the Senate was read. 

On motion of Mr. Morgan, 
The bill entitled " An act to create an additional school district in Sus­

sex county," was read a third time by paragrap~s, and 

P,uaed the Hotue. 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

Mr. Beaston presented the petition of Samuel Higgins and other citizens'.... 
of New Castle county, praying an act providing for examiners· of school 
teachers, which, 

On his motion, 
, Was read and referred to the committee already charged with the nb-
ject, . . 

On motion of Mr. Delaplaine, 
The bill entitled " .\n act to amend the fifth section of the sixteenth -

chapter of the revised code, and for other purposes,' was· taken up for 
consideration, and amended, as follows :- . 
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Amend the bill by striking out of the preamble the words "a majority," 
in the fifth line, and insert the words "the highest number.'' 

Whereupon, 

On motion of Mr. Chambers, 
The bill was Indefinitely poatponed, 

By the following vote :- • 

Yeas.-Messrs. Beaston, Benjamin Burton, Carlisle, Chambers, Col· 
!ins, Day, Hayes, Morgan, Reynolds, Scotten, Short and Mr. Speaker-
IL . 

Nays.-Messrs. Biddle, James F. Burton, Delaplaine, Dixon, Gooding, 
Martin, Saulsbury, Thompson and Valentine.-9. 

On motion of Mr. Chambers, 
The bill entitled " An act for the benefit of Sarah Gl'ioage,'' was taken 

up for consideration. 

Whereupon, 

Mr. Chambers offered the following amendment, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read, as follows :-

Amend the bill by adding the following, as section 3 :- _ 

Section 3. And be it further enacted, That if the said Sa rah Grinage 
shall neglect or refuse to join herself or to be joined in the holy bo.nds of 
matrimony, with and to one William Garner, then the foregoing sections 
shall be null and void, otherwise to be and remain in foll force.'' 

Mr. Chambers moved, 
The adoption of said amendment. 

Which motion was 

Whereupon, 

On motion of Mr. Saulsbury, 

Lost. 

The bill was read a third time, by paragraphs, and 
Passed the House. 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

On motion, 
The House adjourned until 2 o'clock, this afternoon • 

. 9 
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Same Day, 2 o'clock, P. M. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

On motion of Mr. James F. Burton, 
The bill entitled "An act to change the name of Susannah Baker and 

of her son, Luther Baker," was read a third time, by paragraphs, al}d 

Passed the House. 

Ordered, that the Senate be informed thereof, 

On motion of Mr. Beaston, 
The bill entitled "An act concerning public roads in New Castle coun­

ty,'' was read a second time. 

Mr. James F. Burton, from the committee to whom was referred' the 
petition of Robert Layton, reported a bill entitled "A supplement to the 
act entitled • An act to divorce Robert Layton and Genette, his wife, late 
Genette Long, from the bonds of matrimony,'" passed at Dover, on the 
28th day of January, A. D. 1851, which 

On'nis motion, 
Was read. 

\ 

Mr. Hayes offered the following resolution, which, 

On his motion, 
Was,.read and 

As follows:-

. . 

Adopted, 

Resolved, That so much of the Governor's Message proposing an 
amendment of the Constitution of this State, for the purpose of fixing the 
general election of the State on the same day which has been designated 
by Congress for the election of electors for President and Vice-President, 
b~ referred to a committee of three, with leave to report by bill or other: 
wise. 

Whereupon, 
Messrs. Hayes, Biddle and Short, were appointed said committee. 
Mr. Morgan, from the committee on enrolment, reported the bill entit­

led "An act to confirm an ordinance of the city of Wilmington, vaca­
ting part of Orange street," to be correctly and duly enrolled. 

Mr. Benjamin Burton, from the committee to whom was referred the 
petition of Manaen Gum, reported a .bill entitled "An act to enable Ma­
naen Gum to locate certain vacant land situate in Baltimore hundred, in 
Sussex county, and to complete his title to the same," which, 

On his. motion, 
Was read. 
Mr. Carlisle presented the petition of Thomas B. Coursex and eighty· 
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one other-citizens of Kent county, praying the enactment of such whole­
some a.nd salutary statutes as will remedy the evils flowing from the traf-
fic in intoxicating liquors, which, · ' 

On his motion, 
Was read and referred to the committee already charged with the same 

subject. 
Mr. Gooding gave notice that on some future day, he would ask leave 

to introduce a bill entitled "An act to incorporate Kirkwood Division, 
No. 27, of the Sons of Temperance, located in New Castle, Delaware." 

Mr. Huffington, Clerk of the Senate being admitted, informed the House 
that the Senate had passed, and requesuid the concurrence of the House 
in a bill entitled "A supplement to chapter 24, of the Revised Statutes of 
the St11te of Delaware." 

And be withdrew. 

On motion of Mr. Valentine, . 
The bill from the Senate was read. 

Mr. Hayes, chairman of the committee to whom was referred the peti· 
tion of James S. Moor and others, reported a bill entitled "An act to 
prevent swine running at large within certain limits of Kent county," 
which, 

On his motion, 
Was read. 

On motion of Mr. Benjamin Burton, 
The bill entitled " An act to amend chapter 59 of the Revised Code 

(Title of Ditches;') was read a third time, by paragraphs, and 
Passed the House. 

Ordered to tbe Senate for concurrence. 
Mr.James F. Burton presented the petition of Robert Craige and other 

citizens of Sussex county, to form a new school district out of certain 
districts therein mentioned, which 

On his motion, 
Was read and referred to a committee of three, with leave to report by 

bill or otherwise. 
Whereupon, 
Messrs. James F. Burton, Collins and Reynolds, were appointed said 

eommittee. 
Mr. Morgan, from the committee to whom was referred the petition of 

George W. Green and others, r~orted a bill entitled "An act relating 
to a part of Market Street, in the village of Concord," which, 

On his motion, 
Was read. 
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Mr. Saulsbury, chairman o( the committee to .whom was referred the 
petition of Henry Atkinson, reported a bill entitled "An act for the bene­
fit of Robert H. Lane, Rachel Lane, John W. Lane, Luraney Lane and 
Kittt.irah Lane,'' which, 

, On his motion, 
Was read. 

Mr. Saulsbury presented the petition of Roger Adams, for.an act to 
authorize him to locate vacant land, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read and referred to a committee of three, with leave to report by 

bill or otherwise. 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Saulsbury, Benjamin Burton and Beaston were appointed said 
committee. 

Mr. Saulsbury presented the petition of John Layton and James S. 
Breeding, praying the passage of an act to authorize them to locate va· 
cant land, which, , 

On his motion, 
Was read and referred to the committee appointed on the petition of 

Roger Adams, with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr:. Chambers presented the petition of Joel Clements and forty.five 
other citizens af Kent county, praying the enactment of such salutary 
statutes as will remedy the evils flowing from the traffic in intoxicating 
liquors, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read and referred to the committee already char~a with the sub· 

ject. 

Mr. Morgan presented the petition of J. W. Morgan and other citizens 
of .Sussex county, praying the repeal of the law known as the "Home­
stead Law,'' as far as relates to Sussex county, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read and referred to a committee of three, with leave to report by 

bill or otherwise. 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Morgan, Thompson and Reynolds were appointed said com­
mittee. 

Mr. Hayes presented the petition of Thomas B. Bradford and eighteen 
other citizens of Kent county, praying the enactment of a law prohibiting 
the manufacture and sale of intoxicating liquors as a beverage, which, 
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On his motion, 
. Was .read ~nd referred to the committee already charged with the sub· 
JOOt. 

On motion of Mr. D~laplaine, 
The bill entitled" An act concerning public roads in New Castle coun-

ty ," was taken up for consideration. , ' 

. Whereupon, 

Mr. Delaplaine offered the following amendment, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read and Adopted, 

As follows :-

Amend the bill as follows :-In the fourth line, hetween the words 
" county" and " shall," insert the following: " if in their judgment the 
public safety requires it." 

Mr, Huffington, Clerk of the Senate, being admitted, informed the 
House that the Senate had passed a joint resolution in relation to the Bank 
of Milford, and requested the <.:oucurrence of the House therein, arid that 
Messrs. Sorden and Temple had been appointed the committee on the 
part of the Senate, in pursuance of the provision of said resolution, 

And he withdrew. 

On motion of Mr. Reynolds,· 
The resolution from the Senate was read and Concurred in, 

As follows-

Reaol"ed, That a joint 'committee to consist of two members on the 
part of the Senate, be appointed to act with a like committee on. the part 
of the House, to inquire whether the provisions of the act incorporating 
the Bank of Milford has been faithfully complied with. And further, the 
said committee are hereby empowered to send for persons and papers, 
and make report theiieof. 

Whereupon, 

,Messrs, Reynolds, Hayes and James F. Burton were appointed said 
committee, on the part of the House. 

On motion, 
The House adjourned untHlO o'clock, to-morrow morning. 
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THURSDAY, 10 o'clock, A. M., January 20, 1853. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the Rev. John T. Hazzard. 

Mr. Hayes moved, 
That the House reconsider the motion concurring in the joint resolution 

in,relation to the Bank of Milford, 

And the House being divided, 

, The yeas and nays were called for, which being taken, were as fol-
lows, to wit :- • 

Yeaa.-Messrs. Beaston, Benjamin Burton, Carlisle, Chambers, Col­
lins, Day, Delaplaine, Gooding, Hayes, Morgan, Scotten, Short, Thomp­
son, Valentine and Mr. Speaker-15. 

Nays.-Messrs, Biddle, Jaines F. Burton, Dixon, Martin, Reynolds and 
Saulsbury-6. 

So the motion was Reconsidered. 

Whereupon, , 

qn motion of Mr. Hayes, 
The resolution was laid upon the table until Tuesday next. 

On- motion of Mr. James F. Burton, 
The bill entitled "An act for the relief of Abram Camper and his wife 

Isabella Camper," was read a third time by paragraphs and 

Paased the House. 
Ordered that the Senate be informed thereof. 

Mr. Short presented the petition of John C. Hazzard and others, citi~ 
zens of Broadkiln hundred, Sussex couoty, praying an act to authorize a 
change in the location of a road in the hundred and county aforesaid, 
which, · 

On his motion, 
Was read and referred to a committee of three, with leave to report by 

bill or otherwise. ' 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Short, Chambers and Delaplaine, were appointed said com· 
mittee. 1 

On motion of Mr. Benjamin Burton, 
The bill entitled " An act to enable Manaen Gum to locate certain va-. 

cant land, situate in Baltimore hundred, in Sussex county, and to com­
plete hJs title to the same," was read a second time by its title. 
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Whereupon, 

Mr. Benjamin Burton offered the following amendment, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read, as follows :-

Amend the bill by striking o.ut all between the word '' aforesaid," at the 
end of the twentieth line of the third section, and the word "which," at 
the beginning of the twenty-third .line of said section. And, 

On motion of Mr. Saulsbury, 
The further consideration of the bill and amendment was postponed 

until Friday next. 

Mr. Buffington, Clerk of the House, being admitted, returned sundry 
enrolled bills which had received the signature of the Speaker of the 
Senate. 

And also presented an enrolled bill entitled "An act for the relief of the 
widow and heirs of Jacob Raymond, deceased," for the signature of the 
Speaker of the House. 

And he withdrew. 

On motion of Mr. ff ayes, 
The bill entitled "An act to amend chapter 20, of the Revised Statutes 

· of the State of Delaware," was read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Morgan, 
The bill entitled " An act for the distribution of the Revised Statutes 

of the S\ate of Delaware," was taken up for consideration. 

Whereupon, 

Mr. Morgan offered the following amendment, which, ' . 
On his motion, 

Was read as follows, to wit :-

A mend the bill as follows :-By striking out in the eighth line of the 
first section the word "and," and insert after the word "benefit," in the 
tenth line of said section, the following words, to wit : " and one to each 
of the justices of the peace within this State, to be by them delivered at _ 
the expiration of their term of office to their successors in office respec· 
tively." When, 

On motion of Mr. Chambers, 
The bill and amendment was laid on the table until thi~ afternoon. 

On motion of Mr. James F. Burton, 
The bill entitled " A supplement to the act entitled ' An act to divorce 

Robert Layton. and Genette, his wife, late Genette Long, from the bonds 
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of matrimony,'" pa~sed at Dover, January 28, A, D. 1851, was read a 
second time by its titl,e. 

Mr, Benjamin Burton prerented the petition of Thomas B. Sipple and 
James S. Chase, praying the passage of an act to vacate a road in Broad­
kiln ·hundred, in Sussex county," which, 

On his motion, 
Was read and referred to a committee of tliree, with leave to report by 

bill or otherwise. 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Benjamin Burton, Scotten and Gooding were appointed said 
committee. 

' On motion of Mr. Carlisle, 
The bill entitled " A supplement to chapter 24 of the Revised Statutes 

of the State of Delaware," was read a second time. 

On motion, 
The House ~djoumed until 3 o'clock this afternoon •. 

Same Day, 3 o'clock, P, M. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

In pursuance of "'otice previously given, Mr. Gooding asked, and 

On motion of Mr. Biddle, 
Obtained leave to introduce a bill entitled « An act to incorporate 

Kirkwood Division, No. 27, of the Sons of Temperance, located in NeJV 
Castle, Delaware," which, · 

On his motion, 
Was read. 

Mr. Beaston gave notice that on some future day, he would ask leave 
to introduce a bill entitled "An act to incorporate Union Lodge, No. 5, 
of the order of Ancient Free Masonry of the·State of Delaware." 

Mr. Carlisle, from the committee on enrolment, reported that the bill' 
entitled '' An act for the relief of the widow and heirs of Jacob Raymond, 
deceased," was duly and correctly enrolled. · · 
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On motion of Mr. Valentine, 
The bill entitled " An act to amend chapter 20, of the Revised Statutes 

of the State ofJ?elaware," was taken up for consideration. 

Whereupon, 

Mr. Valentine offered the following amendment, which, 

On his motion,, 
Was read and Adopted, 
As follows, to wit :-
Amend the bill by striking out from the title tho figures "20" and in­

sert in lieu thereof the word " twenty.'' 

On motion of Mr. Morgan, 
The bill entitled "An act to confirm the title of Nancy Purnell, form· 

erly Nancy Sirman, to certain real estate therein mentioned," was read 
a second time, by its title. 

Mr. Hayes presented the petition of John Bell, n. praying the passage 
of an act allowing his son John to return to the State of Delaware, which 

On his motion, 
~as read and referred to a committee of three, with leave to report 

by bill or otherwise. 
Whereupon, 
Messrs. Hayes, Valentine and Martin, were appointed said committee. 

Mr. Hayes presented the petition of Charles Knight and others, pray-
ing tli'e enactment of such salutary statutes as will prevent the evils flow­
ing from the traffic in intoxicating liquors, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read and referred to the committee already charged with the sub· 

ject. 

Mr. Short presented the petition of Joshua Griffith and eighty-two other 
citizens of South Milford, Sussex county, praying the passage of an act 
directing the Levy Court of said county to make an appropriation to re­
pair a part of the main road in said town, and also to extend the provi­
sions of the curbing and paving law of the town of Milford, Kent county, 
to South Milford, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read and referred to a committee of thr~e, with leave to report by 

bill or otherwise. 
Whereupon, , 
Messrs. Short, Dixon and Carlisle were appointed said committee. 

On motion of Mr. Morgan, 
10 
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The bill entitled "An act relating to .a part• ;Df .Market street, in the 
village of Concord," was read a second time, by its title. 

Mr. Buffington, Clerk of the Senate, being admitted, informed the ' 
House that the Senate had concurred in the bill entitled "An act tb aq­
thorize the Levy Court of New Castle ,county, to cause to be transcribed 
certain indexes. 1 

- Also, the bill entitled " An act to continue in force the act entitled 
' An act to incorporate the trustees of the Smyrna Circuit Parsonage,'" 
passed at Dover, January 22, 1833. 

And he withdrewit 

On motion of Mr. Hayes, 
The bill entitled " An act to prevent swine running at la,rge within cer­

tain limits of Kent county," was read a second time. 

The· Speaker laid upon the table a communication from Alfred P. Rob­
inson, Esq., Secretary of State, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read, as follows:-

SECflETARY'S OFFICE, 
Do'Der, January 20, 1853. - . 

SIR, 
. In o.bedience to the provisions of the acts of the General As­

sembly, in such case made and provided, I have the honor to inform the 
House ·of Representatives, through you, that William Cannon, as State 
Treasurer, and Luther Swiggett, as Auditor of Accounts, have respect­
ively given bond with security, as required by law; and 'that the same 
with the securities therein respectively, have been in due manner approv-

. ed by the Governor. · 
Very respectfully,· 

Your obed't. serv't., 
ALF. P. ROBINSON, 

To· JOHN R. McFEE, Esq.· . 
, Secretary cif State. 

Speaker of the Houae of Repreaentati'Dea. 

Mr. Buffington, ClerkJ)f the Senate, being admitted, informed the House 
that the Senate had concurred in the bill entitled "An act to amend the 
' Act for the benefit of public schools in Wilmington.' " 

And he withdrew. 
Mr. Saulsbury offered the following joint resolution, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read as follows, to wit :-

.• Reaol'Ded by the. Senate and Houae· qf Representati'DeB of tke St<!,te cif 
Delav,are in General Aa,embly met, That the means and credit of this 
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State are a sacred trust, wisely deposited with the legislative branch of the 
State gover11ment, to be sedulously guarded and preserved-to be used 
only for the promotion of the public good, _and nm for the enhancement 
of local or individual interests., 

That in the means and credit of the State, her citizens have an equal 
and common interest. 

That their application to works of internal improvement, in which the 
great ·majority of the citizens of. the State have no interest; even the most 
remote, would be an application to local objects, unwarranted by prece­
dent and unjustifiable in every view of the case. That such an use of the 
State's means and credit would most probably entail upon her citizens an 
_onerous and burdensome system of taxation, exhausting their treasu_res and 
paralyzing their energies, and that warned by theexperien~e of other States, 
this General Assembly cannot too strongly reprobate the extension of ~he · 
State's credit beyond her available means; to other objects than the sup­
port of her government. 

On motion of Mr. Saulsbury, 
The,resolution was laid upon the table. 

Mr. Hayes presented the petition of William Berry and other citizens 
of Kent county, praying the creation of an additional school district in 
Kent county, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read and referred to a committee of three, with leave to report by 

bill or otherwise, ' 

W~ereupon, 

Messrs: Hayes, Scotten and Biddle, were appointed said committee. 

On motion, 
The House adjourned until 10 o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

FRIDAY, 10 o'clock, A. M., January 21, 1853. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the Rev. T~omas G. M;urphey. 

Mr. Delaplaine presented the petition of P. Seward Johnson and sixtr 
other citizens of New Castle county, praying the repeal of the act ent1-
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tied " An act in relation to free negroes and slaves, aod for other purposes," 
which, 

On his motion, 
Was referred to the committee already charged with the subject. 
Mr. Beaston presented the petition of William Cle~ver, praying an act 

to enable him to locate Reedy Island, which, 1 

On his motion, 
Was read and referred to a committee of three, with leave to report by 

bill or otherwise. ' 

Wh(:lreupon, 
Messrs. Beaston, Chambers and James F. Burton, were appointed said 

committee. 

Mr. Beaston presented the petition of William Bowman and other citi· 
zeus of New Castle county, praying a law prohibiting the sale of liquors 
in all stores, and for other purposes, which, ' I 

On his motion, 
Was read and referred to the committee already charged with ifte sub, 

ject. 

Mr. Delaplaine p'resented the remonstrance of David Lofland, against 
the passage of a law granting the petition of John C. Hazzard, which, 

' ' ' 

On his motion, 
Was, read and referred to the committee appointed on the- petition of 

John C. Hazzard. ' · . 

Mr. Chambers presented the petition of Thomas W. Jakes and others; 
also the petition of John Green and others; also the petition of Thomas 
Simpson and others, all citizens of Kent county, praying the enactment 
of a law to prevent the evils flowing from the traffic in intoxicating· liquors~ 
which, · 

On _his motion, 
Was read and referred to the committee already charged with the same 

subject. 

Mr. Buffington, Clerk of the Senate, being admitted, presented sundry 
enrolled bills, and an enrolled resolution, for the signature of the Speaker 
of the House; also, a bill entitled '' An act to amend section 12, of chap· 
ter 24, of the Revised Statutes of the State of Delaware,'' which had 
passed the Senate, and in which the concurrence of the House was re­
quested. 

And ,he withdrew. 

On motion of Mr. Benjamin Burton, 
The bill entitled " An act to enable Manaen Gum to locate certain va. 



77 

cant land, situate in Baltimore hundred, in Sussex county, and to ,com­
plete his title to the same," was taken up for consideration. 

. Whereupon, 

Mr. Benjamin Burton moved, 
That the alnendment offered by him be adopted. 

Which motion 

So the amendment was 

And 

On motion of Mr. Benjamin B(}rton, 

Prevailed. 

Adopted. 

The bill, as amended, was read a third time, by paragraphs, and 

Passed the House. 
Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Carlisle, 
The bill entitled " An act for the distribution of the Revised. Statute$ of 

the State of Delaware," was taken' up for consideration. 

Whereupon, 

Mr. Carlisle moved, 
That the bill be referred back to the committee which reported it. 

Which motion Prevailed. 

On motion of Mr. Morgan, 
The bill ,entitled ",An act to confirm the title of Nancy Purnell, for· 

merly Nancy Sirman, to certain real estate therein mentioned," was read 
a third time by paragraphs and 

Passed the House. 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

Mr. Buffington, Clerk of the Senate being admitted, informed the House 
that the Senate had passed, and requested the concurrence of the House 
in a bill entitled " An act proposing an amendment to the Constitution of 
this State." ' 

And he withdrew. 

On motion of Mr. Hayes, 
The bill from the Senate was read. 

On his motion also, 
The committee to whom was referred that part of the Governor's Mes, 

sage.. relating. to an amendment to the Constitution of this State, was dis­
charged from further consideration of the subject. 
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Mr. James F. Burton, chairman of the committee to whorQ was refer­
red the petition of Robert Craige and others, reported a bill entitled '' An 
act to create an additional school district in the county of Sussex," which 

On his motion, 
Was read. 

Mr. Chambers presented the petition of Jonatha~ Catlin and others, 
.praying the passage of an act to prevent swine running at large w'it.hin 
certain limits in Kent county, which,, 

On his motion, 
Was read and referred to a committee of three, with leave to report by 

bill or otherwise. 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Chambers, Reynolds and Martin, were appointed said com­
mittee. 

On motion of Mr. Hayes, 
The bill entitled " An act to amend chapter 20, of the Revised Statutes 

of the State of Delaware,'' was read a third time, by paragraphs, and 

Passed the House. 

Ordered, that the Senate be infor~ed thereof. 

Mr. Gooding, from the committee on enrolment, reported that the bill 
entitled "An act to authorize the Levy Court of New Castle county to 
cause to be transcribed certain indexes,'' was correctly and duly enroll­
ed, and presented the same to the Speaker for his signature.· 

On motion of Mr. Benjamin Burton, 1 

The bill entitled " A supplement to the act entitled ' An act to divorce 
Robert Layt,on and Genette, his wife, late Genette Long, from the bonds 
of matrimony,'" passed at Dover, January 28, A. D. 1851, was read a 
third time, by paragraphs, and 

Passed the Home. 
Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

On motion, 
The House adjourned until 3 o'clock this afternoon. 
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Same Day, 3 o'clock, P. M. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

On motion of Mr. Gooding, 
The bill entitled'" An act to incorporate Kirkwood Division, No. 27, 

of the Sons of Temperance, located in New Castle, Delaware," was read 
a second time, by its title. · 

Mr. Carlisle presented the petition of Peter L. Bonwill and others, pray­
ing the passage of a law to preYent swine from running at large within 
certain limits in Kent county therein mentioned; and also the remonstrance 
of Thomas P. Reynolds and ·others, against the passage of said law, 
whic.h, 

On his motion, 
Was read and referred to a committee of three, with leave to report by 

bill or otherwise. 
Whereupon, 
Messrs. Carlisle, Day 'and Delaplaine, were appointed said committee. 
Mr. Short, from the committee to whom was referred the petition of 

Obadfali Macklin, reported a bill entitled "An act to vest in Obadiah 
Macklin all the right and title of this State to certain personal property 
of which Henry Donovan, late of Cedar Ci'eek hundred in Sussex county, 
deceased, died possessed," whic,h, · 

On his motion, 
Was read. 
Mr. Benjamin Burton, from the committee to whom was referred the 

petition of Thomas Phillips and Joseph Phillips reported a bill entitled 
'An act to enable Thomas Phillips and Joseph Phillips to locate certain, 
vacant land, situated in Dagsborough hundred, in Sussex county, and to 
complete their title to the same," which, 

On his motion, 
Was read. 

Mr. Valentine presented the petition of the Wilmington Coal Gas Com­
pany, praying the passage of a supplement to their charter, which, 

' On his motion, 
Was read and referred to a coq11nitt1re of three, with leave to report by 

bill or otherwise. 
Whereupon, 
Messrs. Valentine, Saulsbury and Benjamin Burton, were appointed 

said committee. 

On motion of Mr. Hayes, 
The bill entitled " An act to prevent swine running at large within cer-
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tain limits of Kent county," was read a third time, by paragraphs, and 

Passed the Hou,e. 
Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

Mr. Valentine presented the petition of John Wales and four hundred 
and twenty-eight others; praying a repeal of so much of the acts of as· 
sembly as requires a marriage licence, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read and referred, to a committee of three,,with leave to report by 

bill or otherwise. 
Whereupon, 
Messrs. Valentine, Morgan and Saulsbury, were appointed, said com-

mittee. ' 

Mr. Valentine, on the part of the committee t~ whom was referred the 
petition of Moses Bradford and others, asked, and 

I 

On motion of Mr. Reynolds, 
Obtained further time in which to report. 

Mr. Short, chairman of the committee to whor,n was referred the feti· 
tion of Joshua Griffith, reported a bill entitled " An act for the improve­
ment of the Stat.e road at the south end of the Milford bridge, in Sussex 
county, and for other purposes," which, 

\I 

On his motion, 
Was read. 

On motion of Mr. Saulsbury, 
The bill entitled "An act relating to a part of Market street, in the 

village of Concord," was taken up for consideration. 
Whereupon, • 
Mr. Saulsbury offered the following amendment, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read as follows, to wit :-
Strike out all afier the word " vacated'' in the eighth line of the bill, 

and insert as the second section of the bill the following: 

Section 2. Be it further enacted, That the same is hereby set apart 
as a public landing, any law of this State to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Mr. Saulsbury then moved, 
To adopt said amendment. 

Pehding which, 

On motion of Mr. Benjamin Burton, 
The bill and amendment was laid on the table until Friday ne-xt. 
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Mr. Carlisle presented the petition of Nathaniel Luft' and one hundred 
and twenty-six others; also of John Booth and ninety-six ptheri.; also of 
Job Coverdale and one hundred and twelve others, praying the passage 
of an net granting, a public road. along the bay shore, between MurderkUl 
and Mi!>pillion creeks; nnd also the remonstrance of John Steward and 
others, against the granting of said Toad, which, 

On his motion, 
W ns read and referred to a· committee of three; with leave to report by 

bill or otherwise. ' 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Carlisle, James F. Burton and Reynolds were appointed said 
committee. 

Mr. Buffington, Clerk of the Senate, being admitted, informed the House 
that the Senate had refused to concur in the amendment of the Housr to 
the bill entitled "An act to amend chapter 20, of the Revised Statutes of' 
the State of Delaware." 

And he withdrew. 

Mr. Saulsbury moved, 
That the House recede from their amendment to said bill. 

Which motion Pre.,ailed, 
By the following vote:-

Yeas.-Messrs. Biddle, Benjamin Burton, James F, Burton, Carlisle, 
Collins, Day, Delaplaine, Dixon, Gooding, Hayes, Martin, Reynolds, 
Sau~ury and Scotten-14. 

Nays.-Messrs. Morgan, Short, Thompson,. Valentine and Mr. Speak­
er-5. 

On motion, 
The House adjourned until 10 o'clock, to-morrow morning 

SATURDAY, 10 o'clock, A. M., Jammry 22, 1853. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the Rev. John T. Hazzard. 
11 



Mr. Delaplaine, frotn the committee on enroll'ff8Dt, reported the follow-
ing bills !lS duly and correc)ly enrolled, viz:- · 

The bill entitled "An act to change the name of Susannah Baker, and 
ef her son Luther Baker." Also, · · 

"An act to continue in force .the act entitled 'An act to incorporate 
the trustees of the Smyrna Circuit Parsqnage," passed at Dover, January 
22, 1853. 

Mr. Valentine presented the petition of Dr. William Fields, jun., and 
others, praying the enai;:tmeut of a law prohibiting the. manufacture ~nd 
sale of all intoxicating liquors as a beverage, which, 

On his motio~, 
Was read and referred to the committee of seven already charged with 

the subj~ct-

' On motion of Mr. Saulsbury, 
The bill entitled " An act for the benefit of Robert H. Lana, Rachel 

Lane, John W. Lane, Luraney Lane and Kitturah Lane," was read a 
second time. 

Mr. Dixon presented the petition of Thomas Smith and others, for the, 
passage of a law taxing all bonds, mqrtgages, stocks, incomes and an­
nuities, which, 

On his motion, 

Was read and referred to a committee of five, with leave to report by 
bill or otherwise. 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Dixon, Carlisle, Hayes, Benjamin Burton' and Martin, were 
appointed said committee. 

Mr. Delaplaine presented the pP.tition of Henry Clark and others, pray. 
ing for an alteration in the laws concerning taxation, which, 

On his motion, 

Was read and referred to the committee on the petition of Thomas 
Smith and others. 

On motion of Mr. Benjamin Burton, 

The bill entitled "An act for the improvement of the State road at the 
south end of the Milford bridge, in Sussex county, and for other pur. 
poses,'' was taken up for consideration, and · · 

On his motion, 

Referred back to the committee which reported it, with instructions to 
report upon the subject of curbing and grading the streets of the town of 
Milfu~. . 



Mr, Valentine'presented the petition of Elizabeth M. Fields and seventy· 
one other women of New Castle county, praying the passage of a law 
prohibiting the traffic in intoxicating liquors, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read and referred to the committee already charged with the sub-

ject. • • 

On mot~n of Mr. Gooding, 
The bill entitled." An act to incorporate Kirkwood Division, No. ~'Z; 

_ of the Sons of Temperance, located in New Castle, Delaware," was taken 
up for consideration. 

Whereupon, 
Mr. Gooding offered the following amendment, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read and 
As follows, to wit :-

Amend the bill by striking out the two last lines of sectio~ 3, and in· 
;fi)ert said two last lines after the words " amend the same'' in the .seventh 
line of said section. Amend the bill further by striking out the word "so" 
in the seventh line of said section 3, and insert in lieu thereof the wor.d 
"provided.11 And, 

On motion of Mr. Gooding, 
The bill as amended was read a third time by paragraphs, and 

Passed the Ho"8e, 
By yeas and nays, as follows :-
Yeas.-Messrs. Biddle, Benjamin Burto;, James F. Burton, Carlisle, 

Collins, Dny, Delaplaine, Dixon, Gooding, Hayes, Martin, Morgan, Sauls­
bury, Scollen, Short, Thompson, Valentine and Mr. Speaker-18. 

N ays.-N one. 
· Ordered to the S"ena~e for concurrenc'e. 

Mr. Benjamin Burton presented the petition of Manaen Gum and others; 
also the petition of Joseph B. Sudler and others, all citizens of Sussex 
county, praying for the passage ofa law chartering a company to con­
struct a railroad or canal from Rehoboth bay to Lewes, in Sussex coun· 
ty, which, . 

On his motion, 
Were read and referred to a committee of three, whh leClVO to r,po~ by 

bill or otherwise. · 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Benjamin Burton, Biddle and Collins, were appointed said eom-
mittee. · · 



On motion of Mr. Hayes, 

The bill entitled " An act proposing an amendment to the Constitution 
of this State," was read a second time. 

Mr. Carlisle, .from the committee of enrolment, reported the following 
bill and joint resolution as coirec1ly enrolled, viz:-

A bill entitled " An act for tl:ie relief of .~ram Camper and hi:; wife 
Isabella Camper," and a joint resolution entitled " Resolution directing 
the State Treasu!er to pay certain monies to William Chandler, Thomas 
Smith and John Jones." 

On motion of Mr. Short, 
The bill entitled "An act .to vest in Obediah Macklin nH the right and 

title of this State to.certain personal property of which Henry Donovan, 
late of Cedar Creek hundred'in· Sussex county, deceased, died possessed," 
was read a second time by its title. 

Mr. Valentine presented the petition of William Jaquett and others, re· 
monstraling against the passage of any law restricting the traffic in in· 
toxicaring liquors, which, · . 

On his motion, 
Was read and referred to the committee on the petition of Isaac A. 

Lum and others. 
' .. 

Mr. Morgan, from the committee to whom was referred the petition of 
J. W. Morgan and others, praying the repeal of the Homestearl Law, as 
far as it relates lo Sussex county, reported a bill entitled "An act to 
amend chapter 1~1, Revis~Statutes,'' which, 

On his motion, 
Was read. 

On motion, 
The House adjourned ·until Monday morning, at 10 c'clock. 

MONDAY, 10 o'clock, A. M., Janua"'ll 24, 1853. 

The House met pursuant to adjourn'?lent. 

'Prayer by the Rev. Thomas G. Murphey. 

Mr, Biddle'presented the petition of Mary Ann Foard, ,praying for a 
divorce from her husband Edward L. Foard, which, 



On his motion, 

· Was read and referred to a committee of three, with leave to report l>y 
bill or otherwise. · · ' 

\Yhereupon, 

Messrs. Biddle, Thompson and Short, were appointed said committee. 
,' 

Mr. Huffi.ngton, Clerk of the Senate, being admitted, informed the Ho1ise 
that the Senate had passed, and requested the concurrence of the House, 
in the following bllls, viz:- · 

I . 

" An act for the benefit of Caleb Sirman and Benjamin Fooks." Also, 

" A further additional supplement to the·act entitled: 'An .act to extend 
the ti,pe for recording deeds." 

And tl9it the Senate had concurred in the bill entitled "An act for the 
benefit 1Sf Sarah Grinage,''. with an amendment thereto, in which the con·. 
iurreoce of the House was requested. 

And he withdrew. 

On motion of Mr. Saulsbury, 
The amendment of the Senate to the bill entitled "An act for the bene· 

fit o(Sarah Grinage," was read, as follows, to wit:-

" IN SEN ATE, January 20, 1853. 

Amend the bill by striking out all the bill nfler the enacting clause and 
the word "That" and inserting in lieu thereef 'the following, viz:-" it 
shall and may be lawful for a ce·rtain Sarah Gr in11ge, a free negro wo­
man, now residing in the State of Maryland, to come into and reside in the 
State of Delaware, with all the privileges, rights and immunities now pos· 
aessed and enjoyed by resident free negr_oes and mulattoes in this State, 
any Jaw, custom or usage to the contrary thereof notwithstanding, 

Extract.from the Journal, 

WM. BUFFINGTON, Clerk. 
FOi' concurrence." 

And, 
\ 

On motion 'of Mr. Saulsbury, 
· Laid on the table. 

du motion of Mr, James F, Burton, 
The bill from the Senate entilled "A fitrther additional supplement to 

the act entitled • An act to extend the time for reco~ding dee~s,' " was read .• , 

On motion or Mr.' Benjnmin Burton, 
The bill from the Sennte entitled "An act for the benefit eof 'Caleb Sir. 

IUD and Benjamin.Fooks," was read. · 



Mr. Valentine, chairman of the committee'to whom was referred the 
petition of the Wilmington Coal Gas Company, reported a bill entitled 
"A supplement to the act to incorporate the. Wilmington Coal Gas Com· 
pany," which, 

On his motion, 
Was read. 

The Speaker laid upon the table the petition of Nehemiah Davis, jr,r 
and others, praying the passage of a law authorizing· the stopping of a 
ditch ,cut by the Slaughter Neck Marsh Company, which, _ 

On motion of Mr. Valentine, 

Was read and referred to the committee already charged with the. same 
subject. · 

Mr. Delaplaine, from the committee to whom was recommitted the bill 
entitled " An act for the distribution of the Revised Statutes of the State 
of Delaware," reported the bill, with an amendment, which, 1 • 

On his motion, 
Was read, as follows :-

Amend the bill by striking out all after the enacting clause, and add 
therf.to the following :-

That the Secretary of State (in addition to the distribution heretofore 
provided for b} Jaw for said revised statutes) shall make further dirtribu­
tion, as follows :-he shall deliver one copy lo the Governor, nine to the 
Senate, and twenty-one to the House of Representatives; ·he shall deliver. 
one copy to each of the clerks of the Superior Court, clerks of the peace, 
clerks of Jhe Orphans' Court and registers of. wills of the several coun· 
ties of this State, to be retained by them in their respective offices, and 
habded over to their successors; he.shall transmit two dopies to the libra· 
ry of Congress, and two to the Executive of each State aud Territory of 
the United States; he shall retain fifty copies in the secretary's office, for 
interchange, agreeably to law; the residue he shall cause· to be bound' 
from time to time, as the demand requires, and deliver them to the pro­
thonotaries of the several counties, for sale at one dol!ar per copy. And 
the said prothonotaries shall severally account with and pay over to the 
Secretary of State, for the use of the State, the amount received from the 
sales thereqf, as well for those heretofore received as those that may be 
received after passing this act, retaining five per cent. out of the amount, 
as compensation for their trouble, payment to be made once in every three 
months. 

On motion of Mr. Short, 
The bill entitled " An act to vest in Obediah Macklin all the right 

and title of this, State to certain personal property of which Henry Dono· 
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van, late of Cedar Creek hundred, in Sussex county, deceased, died po•· 
sessed,'~was read a third time by paragraphs and 

Paaaed the Houae. 
Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

Mr. Huffington, Clerk of the Senate, being admitted, presented for the 
$ignature of the Speaker of the House, an enrolled bill entitled "An act' 
to amend chapter 20, ofithe.Revised Statutes of the State of Delaware," 

And he withdrew. 
On motion, 

The House adjourned until. 3 o'clock this afternoon. 

Same Day, 3 o'clock, P. M. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
, ' 

Mr. Collins presented the petition of Eliza A. Perkins and one hundred 
and sixty other women of Kent county, praying the passage of a law pro· 
hibiting the traffic in intoxicating liquors, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read and referred to the committee already charged with the sub­

ject •• 

Mr. Chambers presented the petition of the officers and members of 
Magnolia Lodge, No. 13, ofl. 0. 0. F., asking for an act of incorporation, 
which, 

On his motion, • 
. Was read and referred to a committee of three, with leave to report by 
bill or otherwise . 

. ··.Whereupon, 
,'.- Messrs. Chambers, Reynolds and James F. Burton were appointed said 

to,nmittee. 

t'. l\ft. Valentine from the committee to whom waf referred the petition 
of Moses America, reported a bill ~ntitled " An act for the relief of James • 

'Charles and Susanna America, children of Moses America," which, 

On his motion, 
I Was rea'd. 



Mr; Collins presented the claim of Sparks and1Bates, for forty-five dol­
lars and eighty-seven and a half cents, for stoves, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read and referred to the committee on claims. 

Mr. Beaston 'presented the petition of Sarah A. Lecompt and onr. hun­
dred and twenty-Pight other women of New Castle county: also, the pe­
tition of Lewis P. Ellison and forty-seven others¥)f New Castle county, 
praying the passage of a law prohibiting the traffic in intoxicating liquors, 
which, 

On his motion, 
Were read and referred to the- committee of seven, already charged 

with the subject. ' 
' -

Mr. Valentine presented the peti)ion of James Moore and others, pray· 
ing the passage of a law prohibiting the traffic of intoxicating liquors, 
which, 

On his motion, ' 
Was read and referred to the committee already charged with the sub· 

ject. 

Mr. Delaplaine offered the following joint resolution, w,hich, 

On his motion, 

Was re.ad as follows, to wit:-

Whereas, it appears to the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
State of Delaware in General Asse;11bly met, that a fine of two hundred 
dollars was imposed at the November term of New Castle county for the. 
year 1849, on William T. Jeandell and Francis Vincent for a lihel on 
Zenas B. Glazier, they at the time being supposed to be the authors there~ 
of: and whereas, it subsequently appea1·ed that the said libel was written 
by another, who was indicted at a subsequent term of the s11id court, and 
who made compensation to the' party aggrieved and libelled (the said Ze­
nas B. Glazie.t,:) and whereas, petitions numerously signed were present­
ed to the last ~egislature, before all of the above facts were irade known 
for the remission of said fine; therefore, . 

Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Repre&'entativea in Gene­
ral Assembly met, That the State Treasurer be, and he is hereby direct­
ed to pay to William T. Jeandell and Francis Vincent, the sum of two 
hundred dollars, out of any moneys in the treasury of the State; the 
i;:ame being the amount of a fine heretofore paid by the said William T. 
Jeandell and Francis Vincent to the State. 

Mr. Valentine, in behalf of the committee to whom was referred that 
part of the Goverrtor'• Message relating to public internal improvements, 
asked, and 



On .motion of Mr. Delaplaine, 
Obtained. further time in which to report. 

Mr. Short, on behalf of the committee to whom was ,referred the peti· 
tion of Thomas Draper and others, asked, and 

On motion of Mr. Morgan, 
Obtained further time in which to report. 

' 
Mr. Beaston presented the petition of Thomas Ratliff and others, pray. 

ing the passage of a law restricting the sale of intoxicating liquors to tav-
erns, and prohibiting 'the sale altogether on Sundays, which, ' 

On his motion, 
Was read and referred to the committee on the petition oflsaac .:\, !:,um 

and others. 

Ori motion of Mr. Morgan, 
The bill entitled " An act to amend chapter 111, Revised Statutes of the 

. State of Delaware,'' was read a second time by its title. 

Mr. Buffington, Clerk of the Senate, being admit\ed, informed the 
House that the Senate had concurred in a bill entitled " An act to create 
an additional school district in Sussex county," with two amendments 
thereto, and requested the concurrence of the House therein. 
' And he withdrew. · 

On motion of Mr. Morgan, . 
The· amendments. from the Senate were read as follows :-

" IN SENArE, January 20, 1853. 

Amend the bill by inserting in the eighth line of the first section after 
the word " and" the ·words " if they deem it proper and necessary." 

E~tractfrom the Journal, 
WM. BUFFINGTON, Clerk • . 

For concurrence." 

"IN. SENATE, January 20, 1853. 

Amend the bill by inserting in the tenth line of the second section, 
between the word "shall" and the word " have" the word u each." 

E:ctract from the Journal, , 

· For concurrence." 

On motion of Mr. Morgan, 
The first amendment was 

, : On motion .of Mr. Valentine, 
The sacond amendment was 

12 

WM •• HUFFINGTON, Clerk. 

CQncur,-etl in. 

Ctmcurretl in. 



Ordered, That the Senate be informed thereof, 

Mr. Short, chairman of the committee to whom was referred the peti­
tion of John C. Hazzard and others, reported a bill entitled " An act to 
establish a certain road in the county of Sussex and for other purposes," 
which, 

On his motion, 
Was read .. 

On motion of M.r. Hay~s, 
The 'bill entitled "An act prop~sing an amendment to .the Constitution 

of this State," was read a third time by paragraphs, 
Whereupon, 
Mr. James F. Burton asked to be, and 

On motion of Mr. Reynolds, 
Was excused from voting upon said bill. 
And the question being on the final passage of \he bill, 
The yeas and nays were ordered by the Speaker, which being taken 

were as follows:- · 

Yeas.-Messrs. Biddle, Bea~ton, Benjamin Burton, Chambers, Collins, 
Day, Delaplaine, Gooding, Hayes, Martin, Morgan, Reynolds, Saulsbury, 
Scotten, Short, Thompson, Valentine and Mr. Speaker-18, 

Nays.-None. 

So the· bill Passed the Houae. 

Ordered that the Senate be informed thereof. 

On motion, 
The House adjourned until ten o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

TUESDAY 10 o'clock, A. M., January 25, 1853. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the Rev. John T. Hazzard. 
I 

On 1BOtion of Mr. Saulsbury, 
· The bill entitled " An act for the benefit of Robert H. Lane, Rachel 
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Lane, John W. Lane, Luraney Lane and Kitturiah Lane," \Vas read a third 
time by paragraphs and i · . 

· Paaaed the Hou,e. 
Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. • 

· Mr. Benjamin Bu'rton, on behalf of the committee on the petition of 
Thomas B. Sipple and James S. Chase asked, and, 

On moiion of Mr. Valentine, 
Obtained further time in which to report. 

On motion of Mr. Saulsbury, . 
The ·amendment of the Senate to the bill entitled "An act for the 

benefit of Sarah Grinaie" was taken up for consideration. 

Whereupon, 

Mr. Chambers moved, 
That the subject be laid on the table. 

Which motion was Lo,t. 

Mr. Saulsbury then offered the following amendment to the amendment 
of the Senate, which, · 

On his motion, 
Was read and 

. As follows, to wit :-

Adopted, 

Amend, the amendment by striking out the word " negro" in the second 
lin~, and inserting after the word "woman" in the same line the words II of 
colour," and 

On motion'of Mr. Saulsbury, 

The amendment of the Senate as amended·by the House was 

Concurred inr 

Ordered, that the Senate be informed thereof. 

On motion of Mr. Valentine, 
The bill entitle•" An act for the relief of James Charles and Susanna 

America, children of Moses America" was read a second tim~ by its title., 

On· motion of Mr. Benjamin Burton, 
The bill entitled " An act for the benefit of Caleb Shman and Benjamin 

Fooks'' was r,iad a second time by its title. 

On motion of Mr. Gooding, 
The bill entitled" A further additional cupplement to the act entitled • An 

act to extend the time for reeording deeds' " was read a second timr by its 
title. 



On motion of Mr.·Valentine, .. 
- The bill entitled l' A supplement to the •Act to incorporate the Witming­
ton Coal Gas Company,'" was read a second time by its title. 

Mr. Saulsbury presented• the petition of Ann E. ,Barley and other WO· 

men of Kent County, pr.aying the passage ofan act prohibiting the-traffic 
in intoxicating liquor; also the petition of John Bailey and others of Kent 
county, praying the enactment of such statutes as will remedy the evils 
flowing from the traffic ill intoxicating liquors, which, 

On his motion, • 
. Were read and referred to the committee already charged with the sub-

ject. · 

Mr. Valentine' presented the claim of Francis Vincent, of 846 50 for 
printing, _which, 

On his motion, 
Was read and referred to the committee on claims. 

The Speaker laid on the table the petition of Peter C. Parker and others, 
praying the passage of a law to change the location of a road in Sussex 
county, which, 

On motion of Mr. Valentine, 
Was read, and, 

On motion of Mr. Hayes, 
Referred to a committee. of three, with leave to report by bill or other· 

wise. -

Whereupon, 

.Messrs. James F. Martin, Hayes and BeaC1ton, were appointed said 
committee. 

Mr; Beaston presented the petition of Bridget Hamilton, praying the 
passage of an act divorcin·g her from her husband, Thomas Hamilton, 
which, 

On his motion, 
Was read. 

"Mr. Saulsbury, on behalf of the committee -appointed on the petition of 
Roger Adams and others, asked, and 

On motion of Mr. Biddle, 
Obtained further time in which to report. 

Mr. Short presented the petition of Riley W. Bennett and others, re­
monstrating against the passage of a law granting the petition of Thomas 
Draper and others, which, 
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On his motion, 
Was read and referred to the committee on the petition of Thomas Dra· 

per and others. · · 

·. Mr. Hayes, on behali of the·committee to whom was referred the peti­
. 'tion of William Berry and others, asked, and 

On motion of Mt. Collins, 
Obtained further time in which to report. 

On m'otion of Mr. James F. Burton, 
;r'he bill entitled " An act to create an additional school district in the· 

county of S1i1ssex," was read a second time by its title. 

Whereupon, 
' 

Mr. Benjamin Burton moved, 
That the bill be laid on _the table until next Tuesday. 

Which motion Prei,ailed. 

Mr. Delapllne presented the petition of John J. Robinson and others, 
praying the repeal of the act e9titled "An act i~ relation to free negroes 
and slaves, passed March 5, 1851, and for other purposes,'' which, 

I 
On his motion, 

Wa; referred to the committee alread_y charged with the subject. 

Mr. Morgan presented the petition of Nathaniel Hearn and fifty.fo~r 
other citizens of the town of Laurel and vicinity, praying for a repeal of 
the late law on the subject of a bridge across Broad Creelt at said town; 
also, for the repeal of so much of the exemption law as applies to rent, 
which, 

On his motion, 
Was.read and referred to a committee of three, with leave to report 

bY, bill or otherwise. ~ 

Whereupon, 
I 

Messrs. Morgan, Scotten, and Dixon, were appointed said comfnittee. 
' Mr. Delaplaine r;om the committee on enrolment, reported, as duly and 

correctly enrolled, the bill entitled " An act to amend c~apter 20, of the 
Revised Statutes of the State of Delaware," and presented the saipe to the 
Speaker for his signature. 

Mr. Buffington, Clerk of the Senate being admitted, informed the House 
that the Senate 'had passed a joint resolution entitlad " Resolution in rela­
tion to the State Library," an<J requested the concurrence of the House 
therein. 

And he.withdrew. 
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On motion of Mr. Hayes, , ~ 
The com.munication from the Senate was read as follows, to wit:~ 

Resolved by the Senvte and House of Representatibes ef the State ef 
Delaware in General Assembly met; (fhat George P. Fisher be and he 
is hereby authorized and directed to cause a sufficient number of boxes 
to be made, in which he shall place all duplicate copies of books now in 
the Si&te library, and to place the said books in the State-house garret. 

Resolved, That the State Treasurer be, and he is hereby authorized 
and directed. to pay to the said George P. Fisher, or his order, the sum 
of twenty dollars, to enable him to carry into effect the foregoing resolu­
tion, and to compensa,te him for his services in that behalf; and the said 
George P,. Fisher is hereby required to present his accounts and vouchers 
for the se~vices hereJry imposed upon him to the ~egislature at thi:i next 
session for their allowanc,e. 

Mr. Chambers, chairman of the committee to whom was referred the 
petition of the officers and members of Magnolia Lodge, reported a bill 
entitled " An act to incorporate Magnolia Lodge, No. 1 ~ of the Inde, 
pendent Order of Odd Fellows in Kent county, Delaware, ,which, 

On his motion, 
Was read. 

Mr. Huffington, Clerk of the Senate, being admitted, informed the House 
that ,he Senate DO{l·Concurred in the amendment of the House to the 
amendment of the Senate to the bill entitled " An act for the benefit of 
Sarah Grinage." 

And he witfi°drew. 
Mr. Dixon presented the petition of John Walker and others, praying 

the repeal of the 'a.ct entitled " An act in relation to free negroes and 
slaves, ·passed March 5, 1851, and for other purposes,'' which, 

On his motion, 
Was read and referred to the committee already charged with the salJle 

subject. 

On motion, 
The House a?journed until 2 o'clock this afternoon. 
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Same Day, 2 o'clock, P. M. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

M;. Beaston, in pursuance of notice previously g~ven, asked, and 

On motion of Mr.· Benjamin Burton, 
Obtained leave to introduce a hill entitled "An act to incorporate Union 

Lodge, number five, of the order of Ancient York Masons in the State of 
Delaware.'' which, 

On his motion, 
Was read. 

Mr. Chambers, from the committee on the petition of Jonathan Catlin', 
reported a bill entitled "An act to restrain persons from suffering swine to 
go at large within certain limits in Murderkill hundred,'' which, 

On his motion, 
· Was read. 

Mr. Chambers presented the petition of William Allaband and others, 
praying the repeal of the law restraining swine from going at large within 
certain limits of Kent county ; also, the petition of Stephen Postles and 
others, remonstrating against the repeal of the aforesaid law, which, 

On his motion, 
Were read and referred to a committee of three, with leave to report by 

bill or otherwise. 
Whereupon, 

Messrs. Chambers, Gooding and Day, were appointed said committee. 

On motion of Mr. Saulsbury, 
The "Joint re~olution in relation to extending the State's credit to in­

ternal_ improvements" was taken up for consideration and read, and 

On motion of Mr. Delaplaine, 
Was postponed for further consideration. 

On his motion also, 
· The " Joint resolution directing the State Treasurer to pay to William 
T. Jeandell and Francis Vincent two hundred dollars, being the amount' 
of a fine heretofore paid by them to the St~te," was taken up for consid­
eration and read. 

Whereupon, 

Mr. Hayes moved, 
That the further consideration of the resolution be postponed until to. 

morrow. 
Which motion Pret,ailed. 
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Mr. Gooding, from the committee on enrolment, reported the .• It en· 
titled " An act to create an additional school district in Sussex county" 

· as duly and correctly enrolled, and presented the same to the Speakw for 
his signature. 

Mr. Huffington, Clerk of the-Senate, being admitted, informed the House 
that the Senate ~ad concurred in the following bills, viz: 

The bill entitled "An act to confirm the title of Nancy Purnell, for· 
merly Nancy Sirman, to certain real estate therein mentioned." Also, 

' The bill entitled "A supplement to the act entited '·An act to divorce 
Robert Layton and Genette, his wife, late Genette Long, from the bonds 
of matrimony,'" passed at' Dover, on the 28th day of January, A, D. 
1'851. 

And he withdrew. 

Mr. Hayes presented the petition of Matthew Hazel and cubers, praying 
the passage of a law to separate prongs Nos, 1 and 2 from the main_ ditch 
of the Jamison Ditch Company, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read and referred to a committee of three, with leave to report by 

bill or otherwise. · ' 

Whereupon, 

Messrs, Hayes, Delaplaine and Short, were appointed said committee. 

Mr. Morgan presented the petition of Philip W. M. Cannon and others, 
praying the pa~age of a law authorizing the erection of a bridge in Sus-
s~x county, which, . · 

On his motion, 
Was read and referred to a committee of three, with leave to report bv 

bill or otherwise. 

Whereupon, 

· Messrs. Morgan, Collins and Biddle, _were appointed !laid committee. 

On motion of Mr. James F. Burton, 
. The bill entitled " A supplement to the act to incorporate the Wilming-

ton Coal Gas Company," was taken up for consideration. · 

Whereupon, 

Mr. James. F. Burton offered the following amendment, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read and 

As follows, to wit :-



All,nd the bill in the first line of the first section by striking out the 
wor••• declared and," and 

On motion of Mr. James F. Burton, 
Th~ (qrther consideration of the bill was postponed until to-morrow. 

Mr. Huffington, Clerk of the Senate, being admitted, informed the 
House that the Senate had passed, and requested the concurrence of the 
House in the follo\l;ing bills,, viz: 

"An act to establish the Mount Salem Cemetery," and 

" An act to authorize Burton Prettyman to make a certain public road 
in Kent county arid for other purposes." 

And he withdrew. 

On motion of Mr. Hayes, 
The bills from the Senate were read', 

Mr. Valentine presented the memorial of Zenas B. Glazier, praying for 
the passage of an act to authorize him to raise ninety thousand dollars 
by lottery, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read. 

Mr. Valentine then moved, 
To refer the memorial to a committee of three, with leave to report by 

bill or otherwise, 

And the House being divided, 
' The yeas and nays were called for, which being taken, were H fol. 

lows, to wit :-

Yeas.-Messrs. Biddle, Benjamin Burton, James F. Burton, Hayes, 
Morgan, Scotten, Valentine and Mr. Speaker-8 . 

.:,Nays.-Messrs. Beaston, Chambers, Collins, Day, Delaplaine, Dixon, 
Martin, Reynolds, Se,ulsbuty, Short and Thompson-11. · 

So the motion was Loat, 

Mr. Short presented the petition of George R. Fisher and others, pray-· 
ing the passage of an act to authorize the making of a drawbridge over , 
a canal in Cedar Creek hundred, Sussex county, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read and referred to a committee of three, with leave to report by 

bill or otherwise. 
, Whereupon, 1 

Messrs. Short, Thompson and Reynolds were appointed said commit­
tee. 

13 
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Mr. Valentine presented the petition of Wm, Hemphill Jones and others, 
praying the passage an act., to equalize taxation, which, I ~: 

On his motion, 
Was referred to the committee already raised on the subject. 

· Mr •. Morgan, on behalf of the committee to whom was referred the pe- · 
tition of John H. Ma.tthews and others, asked, and 

On motion of Mr. Short, 
Obtained further time in which ~o report. 

Mr. Short presented the petition ofN, L. Davis and others, praying the 
passage of a law to authorize the stopping of a ditch cut by the Slaughter 
Neck Marsh Company, which, 

On his motion, 
Was referred to the committee alreaby raised on the subject. 

On motion of Mr. Saulsbury, 
The vote upon the motion of Mr. Valentine to refer the memoral of z. 

B. Glazier to a committee of three with leave to report by bill or otherwise, 

Was Reconsidered. 

And the question recurring upon the motion to refer, 

The motion 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Valentine, B. Burton and Thompson were appointed said com­
mittee. 

Mr. Valenfine gave notice that on to-morrow or some future day, he 
would ask leave to introduce a bill entitled "An act to confirm an ordin­
an~ of the city of Wilmington vacating part of Madison Street." 

. On motion, 
The House adjourned until 10 o'cloc~ to-morrow morning. 

WEDNESDAY, 10 o'clock, A. M., Ja1,uary 26, 1853, 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the Rev. Thomas B. Bradford. 



M'-Benjamib Burtoil presented the petition o.f Edward' Wootten and 
eighty'other citizens of Sussex county, praying the paasage of a law 
chartering a rail road to pass through the counties of Kent and Sussex 

' into the State of Maryland, which, ' , · 

On h~ motion, 
Was' read and referred to a committee of three, with leave·to report by 

bill or otherwise. · • 

Whereupon, 

M~ssrs. Benj. Burton; Collins and Biddle were appointed said committee. 

' 'on motion of Mr. Beaston, 
The bill entitled "An act to incorporate the Union Lodge number five 

of the Order of Ancient York Masons in the State of De,laware," was read 
a second time by it~ title. 

On motion of Mr. Valentine, 
The bill entitled " An act for the relief of James Charles and Susanna 

America, children of Moses America," was read a third time by paragraphs. 
And the question being upon the final passage o~ the bill, 

The Houseabeing devided, 

: \ The yeas and nays were ordered, which being taken were as follows, 

Yeaa • .:._Messrs. Beaston, Biddle, Benjamin Burton, James F. Bu~ton, 
,. Collins, Day, Delaplaine, Dixon, Gooding, Hayes, Martin, Morgan, Rey-

nolds, Saulsbury, Scotten, Short, Thompson and Valentine.-18. 

Naya.-Messrs. Chamb.ers and Mr. Speaker.-2. 

So the bill Paaaed tke Hou.ae. 

Ordered that the Senate be'informed t.hereof. 

Mr. Delaplaine presented the petition of Wm. Bell and other citizens of 
Newport, praying the passage of an act to incorporate the village of New­
port, in New Castle coun~y, which, 

( -

On his motion, 1 

Was rea(J and referred to a comm'ittee of three, with leave to report by 
bill or, otherwise., 1 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Delaplaine, Chambers and Day, were appointed said commit· 
tee. . . • 

Mr. Delaplaine presented the petition of the managers of the Farmers' 
Mutual Fire Insurance Company of Mill Creek hundred, praying tht1 
passage of a law making certain alterations in their charter, fihich, , 

On his motion, 
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. ,Was read ~nd referred to, a. committee of three, with ieave to r,e.~ by 
bill or otherwise. "' · . , 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Delaplaine, ,Saulsbury and Morgan, were appointed said com· 
mittee. 

Mr. Valentine presented the petition of George W. Chay tor and others, 
praying the passage of a law to equalize taxation, which, ' 

d'n his motion, . 

Was read and referred to the committee already ·charged with the sub­
ject. 

On motion of Mr. Chambers, 
The bill entitled " A further supplement to the ac_t entitled. 'Al) 

act for the valuation of real and personal property within this State' ". 
was taken up for consideration and referred to the committee already 
charged with the Sf:\me subject. 

On motion of Mr. Valentine, 
The bill entitled "A supplement to the 'Act to incorporate the Wi!. 

mington Coal Gas Company," was read a third time,· by paragraphs, and 

P,used the ]Jowe. 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

Mr. Hayes, chairman of the committee to whom was referred the, pet\:,: 
tion of J. L. Hevein and others, reported a bill entitled " An act for the1 
relief of a certain non-resident, named John Bell, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read. 

Mr. Beaston presented 'the petitions of Francis D. Wait and 30 others, 
praying the passage of an act prohibiting the traffic in intoxicating liquor,, 
which, 

On his motion, 
Was read and referred to the committee 'already charged with the-sub, 

ject. ' 

Mr. Valentine presented the petition of Jonathan Groves and thirty. 
othrs,. praying the passage of an act prohibiting the traffic in intoxicating ' 
liquors, which, 

On his motion, 
Was referred to the committee previously raised on the same subject. 

I 
Mr. Delaplaine presented the petition of Mary Fredd, praying the pa•· 

sage of an act to divorce her from her husband Isaac Fredd, which, 
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~is motion, . . . 
' W•• read al)d referred lo a committee of three with leave to report by 
bill or otherwise • 

. Whereupon, 

Messrs. Delaplaine, Hayes and Short were appointed said committee • 

. On motion of Mr. Hayes, · 
The joint " Resolution of the Bank 011Milford," 

eiaeration and read. 

Whereupon, 

l\fr. Saulsbury moved, 

was tfl,ken up for con-
' 

That the consideration of the resolution be postponed until Monday 
J .... 

Which motion was Lost. 

Mr. Hayes then moved, 
That the House non-concur in the resolution, 
And the He>use being divided, 
The yeas and nays were called for which being taken, were as follows, 

LJl).iWit :- , 

Yeas.-Messrs. Beaston, Benjamin Burton, Chambers,·Collins, Day, 
~aplaine, Gooding, Hayes, Morgan, Scotten, Short, Thompson, Valen-
,ne and Mr. Speaker-14. . 

'.1 Nays.-Messrs. Biddle, James F. Burton, Dixon, Martin, Reynolds 
and Saulsbury-6. 

So the House non-concurred in the resolution. 
Ordered, That the Senat~ be informed th_ereof. 

I 

On motion of Mr. Benjamin Burton, 
,. The bill from the Senate entitled " An ac.t for the benefit of Caleb Sir­
man and Benjamin Fooks," was read a third time, by paragraphs, and 

Pa88ed the House, 
' ' 

Ordered that the Senate be informed thereof. 

On motion of Mr. Gooding, 
.. 

The bill entitled "A further additional supplement to the act entitled 'An 
act to extend the time for recording deeds'" was read a third time by para-
graphs an~ Passed the House, 

'!,:Ordered that the Senate be informed thereof. 
·,, ! 

Mr. Benjamin Burton presented the petition of Eli Wafls arid others, 
remonstrating against the passage of an act granting the petition of 
Thomas B. Sipple and James S. Chace, which, 
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On his motion, .,, 
Was referred to ,the committee on the petition of Thomas B. Sipple and 

James S. Chace, 

Mr. Reynolds presented the petition of William Smith an'd others, pray­
ing for the passage of an act to incorporate the Bank <'f Newark, in the 
State of Delaware, which, 

On hi9r motion, 
Was read'and.referred to a committee of three, with leave to report by 

bill or otherwise. 

Whereupon, 
Messrs. Reynolds, Benjamin Burton and Thompson were appointed 

said committee. 
Mr. Morgan presented the petition of James W. Morgan and others, 

praying the passage of an act for ·the taxation of dogs, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read and referred to a committee of three, with leave to report by 

bill or otherwise. · 
Whereupon, 
Messrs. Morgan, Scotten and G~oding, were appointed said committee. 

Mr. Benjamin Burton presented the petition of J. D. Rodney and nine-
ty others; also, the petition of John H. Burton and ninety-seven others.; 
also, the petition of Levin M. Corman and thirty-one others ; also, the 
petition of Garrison McCabe, sen., and thirty others ; also the petition 
of Peter R. Waples, and twenty-nine others, all citizens of Sussex coun­
ty, praying the passage of a law char~ering a rail road to pass through 
the counties of Kent and Sussex, into the State of Maryland, which, 

I 

On his motion, 
Were referred to the committee already raised on ihe same subject. 

' Mr. James F. Burton presented the petition of William Rickards and 
eighty-one others; also the petition of L. ,Davidson and twenty.six others, 
all citizens of Sussex county, praying the passage .of a law to further en· 
courage the destruction of crows, which, 

On his motion, . 
Were read and referred to a committee of three, with leave to report by 

bill or otherwise. 

Whereupon, 1 

Messrs. James F. Burton, Chambers and Beaston, were appointed said 
committee. 

On motion, 
The House adjourned until 3 o'clock this afternoon. 
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Same Day, 3 oclock, ~. M. 

fl'be:House met pursuant to adjournment. 

·. M~., Bidd}e; from. the committee to whpm was referred the petition of 
· Mary· Ann Ford, reported a bill entitled " An act to divorce Edward L. 
¥orcl and Mary Ann Ford, his wife, late Mary Ann Henry, from the 
bonds of matrimony," which, 

I - On his motion, 
Was read. 

'On motion of Mr. Benjamin Burton, 
T.lie bill entitled " An act to enable Thomas Phillips and Joseph Phillips 

~ locate certain vacant land, situated in Dagsborough hundred, in Sus­
sex county, and( to complete their title to the same," was read a second 
time by its title. ' 

Mr. Valentine, in pursuance of notice previously given, asked, and 

' On motion of Mr. Reynolds; 

Obtained leave td introduce' a bill entitled, " An act to confirm an or­
,dinance of the city of Wilmington, vacating part of Madison street," 
which, ' ' 

On his motion, 
Was read. 

. Mr. Buffington, Clerk of the Senate, being admitted, presented the 
·following bills, which had passed the Senate, and in which the concur­
rence of the House was requested, viz :-

" An act. for the suppression of nuisances ;" and 

"An act to incorporate the Milford Steamboat Company." 

I He also informed the House that the' Senate had concurred in the fol­
lowing bills,. viz: -

" An act to prevent swine running at large within certain sections of 
Kent county." Also, 

"An act. to incorporate Kirkwood Division, No. 27, of the Sons of 
Temperance, located in New Castle, Delaware." 

And he withdrew. 

On motion of Mr. Hayes,· 
The bills from the Ser~ate were read. 

Mr. Valentine moved, 
That the joint resolution directing the State Treasurer to pay to Wil­

liam T. Jeandell and Francis Vincent, two hundred dollars, being the 
amount of a fine heretofore paid by them to the State," be adopted. 
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And l,he House being divided, 

• The yeas and nay~ w~re ordered, which being taken were as follow:s, 
to wit:-

Yeas.-Messrs. Beaston, Biddle, James F. Burton; Delaplaine, Dixon, 
Gooding, Hayes, Martin, Morgan, Reynolds, Saulsbury, Scotten, Short, 
Thompson and Valentine-15. · · 

Nays.-Messrs. Carlisle, Chambers, Collin~ Day, and Mr. Speaker 
-5. 

So the joint resolution was Adopted. 

Ordered, that the Senate be .informed thereof. 

Mr. Beaston offered a joint resolution in relation to the Pea Patch Isl· 
and, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read as follows, to wit:-

Whereas, by an act of the General Assembly of the State of Delaware, 
passed on the 27th day of May, 1813, all the right, title and claim, which 
this State had to the jurisdiction and .soil of the island in the Delaware, 
commonly called "The Pea Pa.tch" was ceded to the Unlted States of 
America, for the purpose of erecting forts, batteries and fortifications for 
the protection of the river Delaware, " upon the condition nevertheless, 
that the said forts, batteries and fortifications, iihould be erected and kept 
up '6.t the expense of the United- States: And whereas, more than twenty 
years have elapsed smce the fort first built on. said island was burnt down 
and destroyed, and no fort hath been since erected and kept up at the ex-

- pense of the United States on the said island, although they still retain 
the possession thereof: And whereas, by re11son of the premises, the whole 
country on both sides of the river, including the cities of Philadelphia and 
Wilmington and many towns, railroads, canals and tributary streams, as 
well as the river aforesaid, have remained during all that period, and still 
remain without any sufficient protection in the event of a war with any 
foreign power : now therefore, 

Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
State of Delaware in General Assembly met, That our Sena.tors and 
Representative in Congress be, and they are hereby requested to urge 
upon Congress the pas&age of an adequate appropriation to rebuild the 
said fort and comply with the condition of the grant under which the United 
States hold their title te and possession of said island. · 

And ,be it further resolved by the authority aforesaid, That in the 
event of the refusal or omission of Congress to make such appropriation, 
they ask in the name of the State of Delaware for a re.trocession to her 
of the said island. 

Resolved further by the authority aforesaid, That · in the event of 
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the refusal .or omission of Congress to make such appropriation or to re· 
troceed the island before the termination of the first session of the next 
Congress, the Governor of the ~tate is hereby authorized and requested 
to appoint an agPnt 'with power and authority io behalf of this S1ate, to 
make an entry on rhe said island fi11· condition broken, and thnt. the Gov. 
ernor be and 'he is further au1horized nnd empowered altd entry made, 
to employ counsel in lwhalf of 1his State to in.,titule and carry on to their 
final conclusion all proper proceedings at law for the recovery of said 
islttnd. 

' And be it further resolved by the authority aforesaid, That a duly 
certified copy of these r<'solutions be forthwith transmitted to our Senators 
and Representative in' Congress to be by them laid before their respective 
Hoi1ses. 

On motion of Mr. Saulsbury, 

The reso.lutions were postponed until Tuesday next. 

Mr. Shqrt, chairman' of the committee to whom was referred the petition 
of George R. Fi,her nnd others, rt>ported n bill entitled "An act to erect 
and ~et·p in good repair a cira wbridge over a canal in Cedar Creek hun­
dred in Sussex county," whrch, 

On his motion, 

Was read. 

Mr. Delaplaine, on behalf of the committee to whom was referred the 
petition of J. G. Hendrickson and others, asked, and 

On motion of Mr. James F. Burton, 

Obtained further time in which to report. 

Mr. Gooding presented the bill of Thomas Hawkins against the State 
of Delaware for fifty dollars, for services rendered, under the requisition 
of the Governor, in recovering a fugitive from justice, which, 

On his motion, 

Was read and referred to the committee on claims. 

On motion of Mr. Delaplaine, 
The bill entitled "An act for the distribution of the Revised Statutes of 

the State of Delaware," was rend a third time, by paragraphs, and 
Passed the Hou,e. 

. Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

Mr. M;orgao, from, the committee on enrolment. reported as duly and 
correctly enrolled, the bill entitled "A supplement to the act entitled 'An 
act to divorce Robert Lnyton and Genette, his wife, late Genette Long, 
from the bonds of matrimony,'" passed nt Dover, on the 28lh day of 
January, A. D., 1851, and presented the same to the Speaker for his 
signature. 

14 
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On motion of Mr. Morgaa, ' 
The bill entitled " An act to authorize Burton Prettyman to make a 

certain public road in Kent county and for other purposes," was read a 
second time. 

Whereupon, 

Mr. Saulsbury offered the following amendment, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read as follows, to wit:-

A mend the bill by striking out the word "and'' immediately after the 
word "and" in the seventh line of the first '.lectiori of the bill. Amend 
further by striking out the word " is" and insertiug the word '' are'' in 
the eighth line ~f the same section; and, 

On his mo_tion, 
T.he further consideration of the bill and amendment was postponed. 

On motion of Mr. Chambers, · 
The bill entitled "An act to jncorporate Magnolia Lodge, No. l 3, of 

the Independent Order of Odd Fellows in Kent county, Delaware," was 
read a second time. · ' 

Mr. Reynolds presented the petition of Stephen Townsend and others, 
praying the repeal of the law requiring mal'riage licens~s, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read and referred to the committee already raised on tho same 

subject. . , ' 

Mr. Beaston presented the petition of Charles Tatman and others, pray­
ing the enactment of a law t.o charter a bank, to be located at Cantwell's 
Bridge, Delaware, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read and referred to a committee of three, with leave to report by 

bill or otherwise. 

Whereupon, 
Messrs. Beaston, Chambers and James F. Burton, were appointed said 

committee. 

Mr. Saulsbury presented the petition of Daniel George and ninety-two 
other· citizens of KC'nt county, praying the passage of an act ch!irtering 
a rail road to extend tllrough th~ counties of Kent a.ad Sussex into Mary­
land, which, 

On his motion, 
Were read and referred to the committee already raised on the same 

subject, 
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Mr. Gooding, from the committee on enrolment, reported as duly an~ 
c:orrectly enrolled, the bill entitled "An act to confirm the title of l.'jancy 
Purnell, formerly Nancy Sirman, to certain real estate therein mention­
ed," and presented the same to the Speaker for his signature. 

Mr. Reynolds presented the petition of John Marshall and one hundred 
others, praying the passage of an act t,.J create an additional school dis. 
trict in New Castle county, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read and referred to a c.ommittee of three, with leave to report 

by bill or otherwise. · 

Whereupon, 
., Messrs. Reynolds, Carlisle and Martin, were .appointed said cQmmit-
tte. . 

Mr. Collins presented the petition of John W. Thomas and others, pray· 
ing for the passage of an act prohibiting the traffic in intoxicating liquors, 
which, 

On his motion, 
Was read and referred to' the committee already charged with the same 

subject. 

Mr. Beaston, from the committee to whom was refer.red the petition of 
William Cleaver, jun., reported a bill entitled "An act vesting in William 
Cleaver, junior, the title of this State in and to Reedy Island,'' which, 

I < 
On his motion, 

Was read. 

Mr. Morgan, chairman of the committee to whom w~s referred the pe, 
tition of John H. Matthews and others, reported, that the committee deemed 
it inexpedient to grant the prayer of th.e petitioners. 

Mr. Valentine, from the committee to whom was referred the petition 
of Zenas B. Glazier, reported a bill entiJ!ed "An act IC> promote public 
education and internal improvements in the State of Delaware," which, 

On his motion, 
Was read. 

On motion of Mr. Valentine, 

The bill entitled CC An act for the benefit of Sarah Grinage," was taken 
Qp.for consideration. 

Whereupon, 

Mr. Val'entine moved, 

That the House recede from their amendment to the Senate amend­
ment of said bill, 
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And the H0use being divided, 

The yeas and nays were called for which being taken, were as follows, 
to wit:-

Yeas.-Messrs. Beasron, Biddle, Benjamin Burton, James F. Borton, 
Day, Delaplaine, Dixon, Gooding, Hayes, Mortin, Reynolds, Saulsbury, 
Scotten, Short, Thomrson ~nd Valentine-16. . 

Nay,.-Messrs. Carlisle, Chambers, Collins, Morgan and Mr. Spe;k. 
er-5. 

So the House receded from their amendment. 

Whereupon, 

On motion of Mr. Chambers, 
The bill wns laid on the table until to.morrow morning. 

Mr. B~aston presented the petition of H. B. Tatinnn and forty·fivo 
others, women of New Castle county, praying'the pasi.age of a law pro· 
hibiting the traffic in intoxicating liquors, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read and referred to the committee already charged with the same 

aubject. 

On motion of Mr. Chambers, 
The bill entitled "An act to restrain persons from suffning swine to 

go at large within certain limits, in Murderkill hundred,'' was read a 
second time. 

Mr. Carlisle, on behalf of the committee appointed on the petit{on of 
Nathaniel Luff and others, asked, and 

On motion of Mr. Benjamin Burton, 
Obtained further time in which to report. 

Mr. Beaston presented the petition of Mary H. Ingram and other wo­
men of Appoquinimink hundred; N"w Casile county, praying 1he enact· 
ment of such rnlutary statutes as will restrain the evils flowing from the 
traffic in intoxicating liquors, which, 

' On his motion, 

Was read and referred to the committee already charged with the same 
aubject. 

Mr. Valentine, on behalf of the committee appointed on the petition of 
John Wales and others, asked, and 

On motion of Mr. Reynolds, 
Obtained further time in which to report .. 

Mr. Morgan moved, 
I 



109 

-~\ the House adjourn until to;.morrow morning, at 1 o o'clock. 

:WliiJh motion wa~ Lost. 

On molion of Mr. Benjn1ni11 Burl<m, 
. ' 

, 1'~e.bill en1i1led•" An net to e,1al,lish a cert•1in rmid in the· county of 
J31JtseX, and for other purpDses," was read a set:ond time . 

. '.,, On motion, 

The House adjourned until 10 o'clock to-morrow morning. 

THURSDAY, 10 o'clock, A. M., Janu.ar.y 27, 1,853. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the Rev. John T. Hazzard. 

On moti0n of Mr. Saulsbury, 

The bill entitled'' An act for the benefit of Sarah Grinage," was taken 
up for consideration. 

Whereupon, 

Mr. Saulsbury moved, 

That the House reconsider the vote of yesterday, receding from their 
amendment to the Senate amendment to the said bill. 

Which rnoti.on Prevailed. 

Mr. Saulsbury then movc>d, 

That a comm ltPe of confer~nce, to consist of t~ree members be ap­
pointed, to net wi1h n like committee on the part of the Senate, in refer. 
ence to the aforesaid bill. 

Which mo1ion Prevciiled. 
' 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. 81\ulsbury, Valentine and 1James F. Burton, were appoin,ted 
said committee. 

Ordered that the Senate bP. informed thereof. 

Mr. Buffington, Clerk of the Senate being admitted, returned sundry 
enrolled bills, which had received the signature of the Speaker ,of the 
Senate. 
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He also presented the following bills, which had received the signature 
of the Speaker of the Senate, .and requested the signature of the Speaker 
of the House thereto, viz:-

" An act proposing an amendment to th1 Constitution of this State." 
"An act for the benefit of ~leb· Sirman .and Benjamin Fooks;" and "' 
"A lilrther additional supplement to the act entitled • At{ act to e~tend' 

the time for recording of deeds.' " 
~nd he Withdrew. , 

Mr. James F. Burton presented the petition of Nathaniel W; Burton 
and others, remonstrating against the cr~ation of an additional school 
district in Sussex county, which, 

On his motion, 
Wa~ read. 

· Mr. Benjamin Burton presented the petition of David Burton ·and 0thers, 
.relJlonstrating against the division of school district No. 23, of Sussex 
county, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read. 
Mr. Reynolds, from the committee to whom was referred the petition 

of William Smith and others, reported a btll entitled " An act to incorpo· 
rate ,a b1rnk 4n the village of Newark, under the name of the Bank of . 
Newark," which, 

On his motion, 
Was read. 
Mr. Valentine presented the petition of William Bell and ninety·three 

others, praying the passage pf a law to equalize the assessment on alJ. 
kinds of property, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read and referred to the committee already charged with the same 

subject. 
Mr. Delaplaine from the comm1ttee to whom was referred the petitioa 

of the managers of ihe Farmers' Mutual Fire Insurance Company of Mill. 
Creek hundred, reported a bill entitled " An act to amend the title of the 

. Farmers' Mutual Insurance Company of Mill Creek hundred, and for : 
other purposes," which, 

9n his motion, · 
Was read. 

' 
Mr. Benjamin Burton presented the petition of John W. Derrickson, 

and others ; also, the petition of Trustin P. McColley and forty·two others, 
pr:aying for the passage of a law chartering a railroad to pass througll' 
Kent and Sussex counties into the State of Maryland, which, ' 



On his motion, 
Were re(erred to the committee already raised on the tubject. 

l\lr. Collins presented the petition of A. Poulson and seventy.five othe'rs; 
also, the petition of Eliza M. Jerman and forty-one other ladies, all citi· 
zens of.Kent county, praying the passage of a law prohibiting the traffic 
in intoxicating liquors, which, 

On his m~tion, 
Were reterred to the committee already charged with the same subject. 

On motion of Mr. Short, 
The bill entitled " An act to incorpo~ate the Milford Steamboat Compa· 

ny," was read a second time by its title. . · 

Mr. Huffington, Clerk of the Senate, beiJ!g admitted, informecl,. the House , 
that the Senate had appointed Messrs. du Pont and Sarden a committee of 
conference on the part of the Senate, \n relation to the disagreement of · 
the Hou!'e concerning the amendment of the Senate to the bill ·entitled 
" An act for the benefit of Sarah Grinage." 

Also, that the Senate had passed and requested the concurrence of the 
House in a bill enti:!ed "An act to divorce Eli Donovan and Margaret 
Donovan, late Margaret Coffin, from the bonds of matrimony." 

And he withdrew. 

On motion of Mr. James F. Burton, 
The communication from the Senate was read. 

Mr. Carlisle, from the committee on enrolment, reported as dulf and 
correctly enrolled, the following bills, viz:-

" An act to incorporate Kirkwood Division, N0. 27, of the Sons of 
Temperance, located in New Castle, Delaware." Also, · 

"An act to amend the act for the benefit of public schools, in Wilming. 
ton;'' and presented the same to the Speaker for his signature. 

On motion of Mr. Short, 
The bill entitled " An act to erect and keep in good repair a draw­

bridge over a canal in Cedar Creek hundred; in s·ussex county," was 
read a second time by its title. 

, Mr. Valentine presented the petition of William Silver and one hundred 
and twenty others, praying the passage of a law prohibiting the traffic in 
intoxicating drinks, which, . 

On his motion, 
'Was referred to the/committee already charged with the subject. 

On motion of Mr •. Beaston, 
The bill entitled "An act to incorporate the Union Lodge, number five 
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pf the Order of Ancient York Masons in the State of Delawate," was read 
a third time by paragraphs, 

And the question being upon the final passage of the bill, 

The House being devided, 

The yeas and noys were ordered, which. being taken 
to wit:-

• were as follbws, 

Yeas,-Messr~. Beaston, Biddle, Benjiimin Burton, James F. Burton, 
Carlisle, Chambers, Collins, Day, Delaplaine, Dixon, Gooding, Hayes, 
Martin, Reynolds, Saulsbury, Scotten, Short, Thompson, Valentine and 
Mr. Speaker.-20. 

Nays.-None. 

So the bill Passed the Hou,e. , 
. Ordered to the Senate for conctlrrence. 

On motion of Mr. James F. Burton, 
The ~ill entitled "An act to amend sE'ction 12 of chapter 24, of the 

Revised Statutes of the State of Delaware," was read a second time. 

on'motion of Mr. Benjnmin Burton,' 

The bill entitled "An act to enable ThofT\RS Phillips and Joseph Phillips 
to locate certain vacant land, situated in Dagsborough hundred, in Sus­
sex county, and to ·complete their title to the same,!' was read a third 
time by paragraphs, and ' 

Passed the Hou,e. 
O~dered to the Sena:e for concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Bic;ldle, 
The bill entitled " An aet to divorce Edward L, Ford and Mary Ann 

Ford, his wife, late 1\1.ary Ann Henry, from the bonds of matrimony;" 
was read a second time. 

Mr. Short, on behalf of the committee to whom was referred the peti, 
tion of Thomas Draper and others, reported adversely to the prayer of 
the petitioners .. 

Mr. Martin-presented the petition of Dovid A. Vent and other citizens 
of Milton, Susse'x county, praying the passnge of ai:J act prohibiting horsea 
and mules running at large withi~ said town, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read and referred to a committee of three, with leave to report by 

bill or otherwise. 

Whereupon, 

Messrs. Martin, Collins and Reynolds, were appointed said committee. 

On motion of Mr. Valentine, 



113 

. The bill entitled" An act to establish the Mount Salem Cemetery," wu 
Nlld a second time by it,. title. • , 

On motion, 
The House adjourned until this afternoon at 3 o'clock. 

Same Day, 3 o'clock, P. M. 

Tbe·House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Carlisle, from fhe committee on the petition of Peter Bonwill and 
others, reported a bill entitled 'u An act to restrain persons from suffering 
swine _to go at large wi;hin certain limits in Murderkill hundred," which, 

On his motion, 
Was read. 

Mr. Beaston, from the committee to whom was referred the petition of 
Charles Tatman and others, reported a bill entitled " An act to incorpo· 
rate a bank, in Cantwell's .Bridge, under the name of ' The New Castle 
County Bank,'" which, 

_ On his motion, 
.Was read. 

Mr; Valentine presented the account of Porter & Eckel against the 
State of Delaware, for $80 50, for printing, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read and referred to the co111mittee on claims. 

On motion of Mr. Saulsbury, 
The bill entitled " An act for the suppression of nuisances," wu read 

a second tirfie by its title. 

Whereupon, 

Mr. Saulsbury offered the following amendment, which, 

I On his motion, 
Was read as follows, viz:-

Amend the bill as follows: Strike out the word "That" immediately 
after the enacting clause, Amend the bill further by adding to the bill 

· the following: " Prtmided, that nothing herein shall be construed to pre. 
15 
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vent any pet'sons from tra,·elhng · with any 6Uch stoned horae, or. ass, 
through any city, town or. village,in this State,. ~ithout atopping,t~~ia 
except at any public house kept in such city, town or village, for the en·· 
tertainment of travellers!' 

On motion of Mr. Bea~on, 
The bill entitled" An act vesting in Wm, Cleaver, Ir, the title of this , 

State io and to Reedy Island," was read a second time by its title, 

Whereupon, 

Mr, Beaston offered the following amendment, which 

On his motion, 
Was read as follows, to wit :-

Ame!)d the bill by addin~ the following as a part of the filih section:­
" And ifat any time hereafter it shall be deemed proper and expedient by 
t~e Stale of Delaware to take and occup} the whole or any part of the 
land hereby granted for public purposes, or to cede the same to the United 
States for such purposes, the right is heredy expressly r't!served so to do 
upon making just compensation therefor, to be fixed and determined in 
the mode which may be by law provided." 

Amend further by adding as section six, the following: 

<C Section 6. And be it further e~acted, That unless the said William 
Cleaver, Jr. his heirs or assigns or some of them shall reclaim the said 
land and make improvements thereon within the term of five years from 
the passage hereof, then this act and every thing herein contained shall 
cease to .have any operation, and the title to the said land shall revert to 
and become vested in the State of Delaware in the same manner as iftbis 
act had not been passed." 

On motion of Mr. Hayes, 
The bill entitled " An act for the relief of a certain non,resident named 

John Bell,'' was read a iieco~d time by its title, · 

Mr, Buffington, Clerk of the Senate, being admitted, informed the House 
that the Senate had passed and r~quested the concurrence of the House 

' in a "Joint resolution authorizing James L. Miles, Treasurer of Delaware 
College, to tak~ charge of Minerals belonging to this State, and dep@sit the 
same in Delaware College." Also, 

That the Senate had concurred in the "Joint resolution directing the 
State Treasurer to pay to Wm. T. Jeandell and Francis Vincent two hun, 
dred dollars, being the amount of a fine heretofore paid by them lo the 
State," with an amendment thereto, 

And he withdrew. 

0!1 motion of Mr. Hayes, 
·The communications from the Senate were read as follows, to wit:-
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r ••Retoleetl 1,g tke Senate and Houn of Reprenntatieeaof the State 
· of Delatoare in General ,Assembly met, That James L. Miles, Treasurer 
·of the Delaware College, be and. he hereby authorized and directed to 
cause all the minerals, sheU. and geological 41pecimens now in the room 
of the capital building used~ State Library room, to be packed in a 
box or.boxes and to have the same conveyed to Delaware College, there to 
be deposited and kept until called for by authority of the Legi,dature of 
this State." 

"IN SENATE, January 27, 1~53. 

'Amend the preamble by striking out of the tenth line the word" another" 
and insert in the lieu thereof the words" William McCaulley," 

Extract from the Journal, 

WM. HU:FFINGTON, Clerk. 
For concurrence." 

On motion .. of.Mr. Chambers, 
The biJJ entitled "An act to incorporate Magnolia Lodge, No. 13, of 

the Independent Order of Odd Fellows in Kent county, Delaware," was 
read a third time by paragraphs, 

And the question being upon the final p;ssage of the bill, 

The yeas and nays were ordered, which being taken were as follows, 
to wit:-

Yeas.-Messrs. Beaston, Biddle, Benjamin Burton, James F. Burton, 
Cari'isle, Cliambers, Collins, Day, Delaplaine, Dixon, Gooding, Hayes, 
Martin, Reynolds, Saulsbury, Scotten, Thompson, Valentine and Mr. 
Speaker.-19. 

Nays.-None. 

So the bill 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence, 

I,, On motion of Mr. Chambers, 

Passed the Hou,e. 

The bill entitled " An act to restrain persons from suffering swine to 
go at large wlthin certain limits in I Murderkill hundred," was read a 
third time, by paragraphs, al)d 

Passed the Houae. 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

Mr. Delaplaine, from the committee appointed to ex.amine the accounts 
the State Treasurer, presented a report, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read as follows, to wit:-

, 
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The committee appointed .by ijMI Hou•e of ,Rj:!pr.eseotativea1 le> •~ .joint· 
ly with the committee on the part of the,Senate, to examine the accounts 
of the State Treasurer and Trustee of the School Fund, and make settle· 
ment with that officer, majie the following report:-

On the 13th day of January, 1853, the State Treasurer settled with the 
Auditor of Accounts, ·at which time there was due from him to the StatEj, 
the sum of $6,602 '15 

On the same day aforesaid, the Treasurer, as Trustee of 
the School Fund, settled with the auditor aforesaid, at· 
which time there was due from him to the school fund, the 
&um of 

Due to New Castle county, 
" Kent . " 
" Sussex, " 

Making the sum of 

12,479 02 
125 11 
311 11 

q3Sl 41 

$20,898 80 

The committee examined the accounts and vouchers for the above 
statement, and found the same correct, and that they found the said sum· of 
twenty thousand eight hundred and ninety-eight dollars and eighty cents, 
deposited in the Earmers' Bank, to the credit o'f the State Treasurer and 
Trustee of the School Fund aforesaid. · 

JAMES DELA.PLAINE, t 
BENJAMIN BURTON, Com11Jittee. 
JOHN G. CHAMBERS, 

Mr .. Benjamin Burton moved, 
That the House non-concur in the amendment of the Senate to the 

11Joint resolution directing the State Treasurer to pay to William T. Jean· 
dell and Francis Vincent two hundred dollars, being the amount of a 
fine Mretotore paid by them to the State.'' 

Anci the House being divided, 

The yeas and nays were ordered, which being taken were as follows, 
to wit:-

Yea,.-Messrs. Beaston, Benjamin Burton, Carlisle, Chambers, Col· 
lins, Day, Hayes, lleynolds, Scotten, Valentine and Mr. Speaker-11. 

Nay,.-l\1essrs. Biddle, James F. Ilurton, Delaplaine, Dixon, Gooding, 
Martin, Saulsb11ry and Thompson-8. 

~o the House non-concurred in the amendment. 

Ordered, that the S~nate be informed thereof. 

On motion, 
The House adjourned until IO o'clock! to-morrow morning. 


	000001
	000002
	000003
	000004
	000005
	000006
	000007
	000008
	000009
	000010
	000011
	000012
	000013
	000014
	000015
	000016
	000017
	000018
	000019
	000020
	000021
	000022
	000023
	000024
	000025
	000026
	000027
	000028
	000029
	000030
	000031
	000032
	000033
	000034
	000035
	000036
	000037
	000038
	000039
	000040
	000041
	000042
	000043
	000044
	000045
	000046
	000047
	000048
	000049
	000050
	000051
	000052
	000053
	000054
	000055
	000056
	000057
	000058
	000059
	000060
	000061
	000062
	000063
	000064
	000065
	000066
	000067
	000068
	000069
	000070
	000071
	000072
	000073
	000074
	000075
	000076
	000077
	000078
	000079
	000080
	000081
	000082
	000083
	000084
	000085
	000086
	000087
	000088
	000089
	000090
	000091
	000092
	000093
	000094
	000095
	000096
	000097
	000098
	000099
	000100
	000101
	000102
	000103
	000104
	000105
	000106
	000107
	000108
	000109
	000110
	000111
	000112
	000113
	000114
	000115
	000116
	000117
	000118
	000119
	000120
	000121
	000122

