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frequent use by magistrates. But he is satisfied that very few of these 
office.rs have ever possessed themselves of this means of information. It 
is not his privilege to make any recommendation to the Legislature, but 
he calls attention to this subject as a matter connected with his duty as 
reporter of legal decisions. There arc a numlier of copies of the first 
volume still remaining in the State's lilirary. 

It will be observed, that the present volume only brings the cases down 
to the time when Chief Justice Bayard came upon the bench. Its publi
cation has been delayed by the fact that the act ol' As!Sembly requires the 
volume to be reported to the Legislature. The subsequent cases are re
ported and will hereafter be published. Delay in this respect would be 
avoided, and the publication keep pace more closely with the decisions if 
the reporter were at liberty to publish a volume whenever it reached a 
suitable size. The committee of 1835 thought that from .100 to 500 pages 
would make a volume suflicicntly large, bnt bo1h the bt and 2nd volumes 
have reached 600 pages. The occurrence of' several cases of great mag
nitude and importance will make an earlier publi,·ation of the next volume 
necessary, hut as the reports progress, it i~ probable that longer time will 
be required to form a volume, as it will be unnecessary to report cases 
similar in principle to those already reported. 

Very respectfully submitted, 

S. M. HARRINGTON. 
/Jover, January 27, 1841. 

On motion of Mr. Buffington, 
The said communication was reforrcd to a committee of three mem

ber, with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

Messrs. Buffington, Barr and Waples, were appointed that committee. 

Mr. Wilrls presented the claim against the Stalf\ or Peter Adnms, an 
agent appointed by the Governor to bring into this State a fugitive from 
justice, which, 

On hi~ motion, 
\Vas read and reforred to the committee of claims. 

On motion of Mr. Clements, 
The resolution heretof<,re reported by him, on the subject of the com

pensation to certain judges ad !item, was taken up for consideration. 

On his motion, 
The two first hbnks in the said resolution were filled with the words 

one hundred and fifty, and the remaining blank with the words two hun
dred. 

On motion of Mr. Clements, 
The resolution as amended 

Ordered to the Senate for concunencc. 

Wa., adopted. 



On motion or Mr. IIuffin;.(to11, 
The bill entitled "An act for the relier of Esther Coverdill" was read 

a third time by paragraphs, and 

Passed tlie /louse. 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Black, 
The bill cnritled "An act t<J amend the act entitled 'An act concerning 

the Levy Court, ClerkoCthe Peace, Asses~ors, Collectors and County Trea
surers,'" was read a second time. 

Mr. Betts, chnirman of tlie committee to whom wns referred that por
tion of the late Governor's i\1essage, on the subject of French spoliations 
prior to 180U, made the following report, which, 

On his motion, 
\Vas read, to wit:-

TV!iereas, prior to the month of September, 1800, numerous captures 
of American vessels wil h their cargoes wne made! by French vessels of 
war, wherC'!iy the Frcnd1 governmC'nt became liable to a claim of indem
nity for sul'h captures on the part of American citizens who had been thus 
despoiled of their property: 

And whereas, the govcrnmr,nt of the United Slates, in the month of 
September 1800, concluded a treaty with the French [{epublie, in which 
they released the said l{cpublic from alt claim,; on the part of the citizens 
of the United StatPs, on account of the above spoliations, in consideration 
of a release on the part of tho said Republic, of a claim of indemnity 
against the said United States, for the non-perlorrnnnce of certain stipu
lations contained in the treatv between France and th,, Uuited States, con
cluded in the yeat· 1 i78. '{hcrefore, 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Rcpresentati1,e.~ of the State of 
Delaware in General Assembly met, Tlmt the government of the United 
States, by releasing France from its obligation to indemnify our citizens 
for the property plunderucl by its cruizcrs, in considerution of the release 
granted by FranC'e from the guarantees eoutaincd in the treaty of 1778, 
must be regarded as having assumed the debt, and as having voluntarily 
placed itself under a sol(,mn obligation to satisfy all the claims thus re
leased for a valuable consideration. 

Resolved, That the Senators and Representative of this State in Con
gress, be and they are hPreby requested to use all fair means to procure 
the passage of a lnw to compensate our citizens for spoliations committed 
by France prior to 1800. 

On mo•ion of Mr. BC'tts, 
The said report and resolutions 

Were adopted. 
Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

Mr. Marshall, chairman of the commit!ee to whom was referred the 
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mmnorial of tlie LPwes Temperance A~sociation, praying the Legisfature 
to pass a law lo prnhibit the sale orspil'itu1>us liqunr on the Sal,lmth day, 
reported that it was inbxpeJient at this time to li,gislate upon that subject. 

Mr. Clem<'nts rnnv1·d, 
Thnt the ,·i6 hth rule u( the House be suspended, in order that he might 

introduce a bill. 

Which motion 
Prevailed. 

He then asked, and 

On motion of Mr. Buffington, 
Obtained leave to introduce a bill entitled "An additional supplement to 

the act entitled 'An act to encourage the destruction of crows,'" which, 

On his motion, 
\Vas read. 

On motion of Mr. Huffington, 
The bill entitled "An act t0 amend the act entitled "An act concerning 

the keeping of the papers belonging to the Executive Department, and the 
aci3 of the General Assembly, and the printing and disposal of the Laws 
and Journals,'' was read a third time by paragraphs, and 

Passed the House. 

Ordered to the Senat.e for concurrence. 

Mr. Fisher, Clerk of the Senate being admitted, presented for the con
currence of the House a bill ent.itled "A supplement to an act entitled 
'An act to incorporate the Wilmington Fire Insurance Company." 

And he withdrew. 

On motion of Mr. Betts, 
The said bill was read. 

On motion of Mr. Johnson, 
The bill entitled "An act to enable John Watkins to locate certain va

cant land in North West Fork hundred in Sussex county, and to complete 
his title to the same," was read a third time by paragrnphs, and 

Passed the ]louse. 

Ordered to be returned to the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. Betts, 
The bill entitled "An additional supplement to the act entitled • An act 

for regulating innholders, tavern keepers, and other public house keepers 
within this government, and empowering the justices to settle the rates of 
liquor," was read a second time. 

Mr. Betts then oflered the following amendment, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read and adopted, viz:-
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Amend the said bill by adding the following at the end of the first s€C· 

tion, viz:-
"The person petitioning shall, before his petition be filed, first pay to 

the Clerk of the Peace for the use of the State, the fee of twelve dollars 
for each license, and the said Clerk shall give a receipt for the same: and 
in case the said petitioner shall not be recommended, the said fee shall be 
refunded to him by the said Clerk on demand." 

John W. Houston, Esq., the Secretary of State, being admitted, pre
sented a written commurncation from his Excellency the Governor, and 
sundry documents accompanying the same. 

And he withdrew. 

On motion of Mr. Higgins, 
The same were read as follow, viz:-

0FFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE, ~ 
Dover, January 28th, 1841. S 

Gentlemen of the House of Representatives: 

I have the honor to inform you that the Governor has received the ac
companying communication from the Executive of the State of Alabama, 
the accompanying communication from the Executive of the State of fo. 
diana, and the accompanying communiration from the New York Histori
cal Society, which I am directed by his Excellency to lay before the 
Legislature. 

Srn, 

I have the honor to be, 
Very respectfully, 

Yours, &c., 
JOHN W. HOUSTON, 

Secretary of State. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 

Tuskaloosa, Dec. 29, 1840. 

Herewith I have the honor to enclose you a preamble and resolu
tions of the General Assembly of the State of Alabama, responsive to cer· 
tain resolutions of the General Assembly of the State of Connecticut in 
favor of a protective tariff. 

With great respect, 
I have the honor to be Sir, 

Your most ob't serv't 
A. V. BAGBY. 

His Excellency, 
The Gof!ernor of Delaware, Dof!er. 

43 
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Preamble and resolutions of the General Assembly of the State of 
Alabama responsive to certain resolutions of the State of Connecti
cut in favor of the protective policy. 

Certain resolutions of the State of Connecticut have been communicated 
by the Governor of this State to this General Assembly, agreea'bly to a 
request contained in said resolutions, which express sentiments in fa. 
vor of what they designate the "protective policy of our government," 
and oontain a request to our Senators and Representatives in Congress 
from said State, to resist by all constitutional means, every attempt to 
destroy or impair said policy, and to use their exertions to procure the 
passage of such laws as will effectually protect the labor of this country 
from the policy and legislation of foreign governments. The said reso
lutions further signify, that it is the wish of our sister State to obtain from 
us an expression of our sentiments on the subject of which her said reso
lutions relate. 

It becomes us in courtesy, under such circumstances to make answers, 
which we proceed respectfully to do as follows: 

We presume we properly comprehend the State of Connecticut as in
tending by the words "protective policy of our government" in her afore· 
said resolutions, a protective tariff, and by the words "labor of this coun· 
try" the manufacturing labor of this country; so understanding our sister 
State, we cannot forbear expressing our surprise and regret to find, that 
she should feel it incumbent on her to press this fruitful source of discord 
and distraction upon the attention of Alabama and the south at this time. 
Two years in advance of the expiration of that "compromise" which has 
for a period allayed the fierce and angry passions to which the "protec
tive policy" had heretofore given rise. But as she has thought proper to 
call upon us for our sentiments on this subject, we proceed to give them ful
ly embodied in the foHowing resolutions, the principles of which we would 
kindly but firmly admonish our sister Connecticut, that we arc determined 
to maintain at every hazard. 

Be it therefore resol1Jed unanimously by the Sena.te and House of 
Representatives ef the State of Alabama, in General Assembly con
vened, That the government of the United States was established in order 
to form a more perfect union, establish justice, insure domestic tranquili
ty, provide for the common defence and promote the general welfare to, 
and among, the several separate and sovereign States of this Union, and 
to secure the blessings of liberty to us and our children as citizens of said 
States. 

Sec. 2. Resolved unanimously, Th:-it said government never can es
tablish justice, insure domestic tranquility, or promote the general welfare 
of this widely extended Union, and the diversified interests and pursuits, 
therefore especially in view of the peculiar relations aforesaid, by enact
ing laws to foster, promote and protect the industry and occupations or 
cne portion of the States, or people to the disparagement, injury, and ex· 
pensc of another. 
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Sec. 3. Resolved unanimously, That a tariff for the protection of ma
nufactures always was, and always must remain, obnoxious to the objec
tions set forth in the foregoing resolution, and that consequently, every 
sc1ch measure always has been, and ever will be in our estimation unwise> 
unjust and unconstitutional. 

Sec. 4. Resolved unanimously, That in the solemn and deliberate 
opinion of this General Assembly, a successful attempt to re-establish the 
"protective policy" while it cannot fail to alienate the feelings of one por
tion of our happy Union from another, and provoke fierce political ani
mosities between the North and the South, ultimately and irresistibly tends 
to a dissolution of the federal compact between those States, That in 
view of such consequences, we earnestly and affectionately dissuade our 
northern brethmn from any such attempt. 

Sec. 5. Resolved unanimously, That the Governor of this State be re
quested to forward a copy of the foregoing preamble and resolutions to 
the Governor of the State of Connecticut and the Governors of each of 
the other States, and also copies to each of our Senators and Representa· 
tives, the former of whom are instructed and the latter requested, to use 
all honorable and proper means to sustain the principles therein set forth. 

His Excellency, 

J. L. COTTRELL, 
Pres't, Senate. 

R. A. BAKER, 
Speaker of tlie House of Representatives. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 

Indianapolis, January 14, 1841. 

The Governor of Delaware: 
Srn-In compliance with the request of the General Assembly, I have 

the honor to forward a copy of their "Joint Resolution on the subject of 
amending the Constitution of the United States," and to request that the 
same may be laid before the Legislature of Delaware. 

Very respectfully, 
Your obedient serv't, 

SAMUEL BIGGER. 

A JOINT RESOLUTION 

On tlie subject of amending the Constitution of the United States. 

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the State of Indiana, That 
we concur in the opinion expressed in the following joint resolution of the 
State of Vermont, approved October 22d, 1840: 

"Resol-oed, by the Senate and House of Representatives, That the 
Senators from this State be, and they are hereby instructed, and our Re
presentatives in Congress be, and they are hereby requested, to use their 
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best endeavors to procure such an amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States as will restrict the eligibility or the President of the United 
Stat.es to a single term." 

Be it further resofoed, That the Governor be rPquested to transmit a 
copy or the foregoing resolution to each of our Senators and Representa
tives fo Congress, and to the Governor of each of the States, with the re
quest that they lay the same before their respective Legislatures. 

SAMUEL JUDAH, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

Approved, January H, 18,11, 

SAMUEL BIGGER. 

SAMU EL HALL, 
President of t!te Senate. 

NEW YoRK, Dec. 1, 1840. 

Sir,-vVc have the honor to forward to your Excellency the enclosed 
petition or the New York Historical Society, to which WP respectfully in
vite your attention, and hope to learn of your willingness to promote tile 
object of the society. Any communications which your Excellency may 
desire to make to the society, it is requested may be directed to the Li
brarian of the Historical Society, Stuyvesant lnstirntc, New York. 

P.A. JAY, 
ARCH. RUSSELL, 
GEO. FOLSOM, 
JOHN JAY. 

Unto His E,rcellcncy the Goverr.or, and to the Legislature of the State 
of Delaware, this petition ef the New York Historical Society, 

HUMBLY SHOWETII:-

That the Historical SoeiC'ty of the State or New ) ork has been incor· 
porated since the year 1809, and that by the contributions of its members 
and the liberality of the State, it lias been cnublcd to acquire a very va
luable historical library, amounting to about 10,000 volumes. Its libra
ry is well arranged in a convenient suite of rooms, in one of the hand
somest buildings in the city of New York, and its long standing, the 
wealth of its members, and its accumulated property, give every promise 
of it~ future permanence. The rooms under the superintendence of a Li
brarian, constantly in attendance, arc at all times open to members and 
strangers, and every faeili1y is extended to those engaged in historical or 
statistical research, for the prosecution of their inquiries. 

Such being the present condition of the soeiety, they have been induced, 
for the purpose of acquiring a complete seriE's or current historical docu· 
ments, to address your Excellency as petitioners, and request leave to 
call your attention to the following circnmstances. 

Copies of all the documents published by the authority of the Legisla
ture of this State, arc regularly furnisheJ for their library, and a similar 



provibion having been made by the gcnerul government, a complete series 
of national papers is t<J be f;,und in their ('()ll,·ction. TbP impo1·tawc, how
ever, ol' many of the docunwnts published by tlw di,forr'nt ;-;rate b<·'"'du
teres gives them itJtcre~t and value, ll<>t otdv atnot1g the <'iti1,c•11s 01· the 
State where tlwy am published, but throughout the ,·orn11111t1ity at large, 
and their society is desirous of' fullilling its duty by trying to promote in· 
vestigations either into the past or the present history of this country. 
Now it would seem that no more efficient means could be taken to accom
plish this end than to collect and preserve' the annual publications autho
rimd by each State, as in these publications exist the on!y detailed ac· 
cotmts either of the political or financial condition of each individual go· 
vernment. 

It is in consideration of these circumstances, that this society have re
s:Jlved to petition from the Legislature of the State of Dela ware, for one 
copy of all the laws, votes anJ reports, whic:li may henceforth be pub
lished by order of the State, and on their part this society pledge themselves 
to preserve with care all docurncnls which they may receive, and to con
tinue to extend every facility to th() student who may desire to make use 
of them either for public or private b<·m{1t. 

Placed in the heart of' the commcn:ial emporium or the country, your 
petitioners foci that this society prcserns a claim which no uthcr can urge, 
as the comtant influx of vi-.itors from all parts of' the country, rc,nders its 
literary collections more available to the community generally than they 
could be in any other situation. 

And they would further urge, that the advantage will to a certain ex
tent he mutual, as the interest of each State will be advanced by the pub
lic having a more ready access to its legislation, or to reports on the na
ture of its resources, especially in this city, where it is well known, many 
of the State's financial 01wrations are negotiated, and wlwrc the greatest 
facilities exist for commercial and monied negotiations. B11t while men· 
tioning these circumstances, your pc)titioners would not wish to be con
sidered as undervaluing the amount of favor which they now request from 
the Lcgdature. 

In the event of your granting the pruyer of this petition, and bringing 
this matter before the notice o(' the Legislature, your petitioners would 
suggest that, as the great advantage of such historical collections consists 
in having an unbroken series of each class of' doc·uments, that the Legis· 
lnture be requested to pass a regulation which should remain in force un· 
til repealed, making it the duty of some public oilicer to procure and pre
serve one bound set of' all official documents for the use of the society, and 
yonr petitioners will make arrangements to have them forwarded to New 
York, from time to time as opportunity may offer. They arc induced to 
ask for bound copies, from the R:ar of lo~ing some of the srnnller docu
ments should they be forwarded in a separate form. And further, your 
petitioners would suggest that if there should be in the ker!ping of your of. 
ficers several copies of the documents of by-gone years, that it would en
hance the favor conferred upon this soeiety, if your grant had a retrospec
tive effect, if quite consistent with the interests of your own collections. 

In urging this petition upon your Excellency's notice, your petitioners 
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are well aware that they have no ground to rest a claim upon, but they 
feel that as cond11civc to the literature of the country at large, and as 
likely to promote the i11i<'r<',t~ 01· the community in general, their petition 
will not without due c1>nsid,,ratio1J IJ,, di,regnr<l,·d. 

P.A. JAY, Pre;,idtnt. 

]\fr. Clements gave notice that he would to-morrow ask leave to intro
duce a bill l'lltitled "An act in relation tu habitual drunkards." 

Mr. Buffington gave noticP. that he would to-morrow ask leave to bring 
in a supplement to the act concerning defoets in legal proceedings. 

On motion of Mr. Betts, 
The bill entitled "An act to incorporate the vVashington Bennficial 

Society of Wilmington, Delaware, for the relief of the members thereof, 
their widows and orphan children," was read a second time. 

He then moved, 
That the said bill be nmcnded, as follows:-
Amend the title by inserting between the words "an act," and the 

words "to incorporate," the words, "to renew the act entitled an act." 

Which motion 
Prevailed. 

On motion of Mr. Dale, 
The House then adjourned until this afternoon at three o'clock. 

Eodem Die, 3 o'clock, P. llf. 

The House assembled pursuant to adjournment. 

On motion of Mr. Dale, 
The joint resolution from the Senate providing for the printing of the 

report and memoir of the State Geologist was taken up for consideration. 

On motion of Mr. Dale, 
The resolution was then 

Ordered to be returned to the Senate. 

Concurred in. 

Mr. Betts presented the petition of 99 citizens of New Castle county, 
praying the Legislature to enact a law giving to mechanics and other 
workmen, a lien on the work done for the amount of their con,racts for 
the work done. 



On motion of Mr. Betts, 
The said petition was read and referred to a committee of three mem

bers with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 
That committee consists of Messrs. Betts, Virden and Hill. 
Mr. Wright presented the petition of Abraham Dazey and Henry Huck. 

son, praying the Legi~laturc to pass a law to authorise the said Abraham 
to locate certain vacant land in Sussex county. 

On motion of Mr. Wright, 
The said petition was read and referred to Messrs. Wright, ·wilds and 

Chamberlain, with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 
Mr. Barr laid on the t:i.ble the following joint resolution, which 

On his motion, 
\Vas read, viz:-
Resolved by the Senate and !louse of Representatives ef tl1e State 

of Delaware in General .4-ssernbly rnet, That 
of the House of lfopresentatives, and 

of the Senate, be, and they are hereby 
appointed a committee on the part of this Gene ml Adsembly, whose duty 
it shall be to meet at Dovt·r on the first Tuesday of Jarwnry, in the year 
of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and forty-two, (1842,) for the 
purpose of settling the accounts of the State Treasurer and receiving the 
report of the Auditor oC Accounts for the current y<:ar. 

Resolved, That it shall be the duty of said committee after their settle
ment with the Stale Treasurer as aforesaid, to cause a statement of such 
settlement under their hands, or the hands of a majority of them, to be 
published in two newspapers printed in this State, for the space of one 
month from the time of effecting the same. 

Resolved, That said committee have full powC'r nnd authority to audit 
the accounts of the Clerk of the i::knate and the Clerk of the House of 
Itepresentatives, for superintending the printing of 1 he .foumals of the two 
Houses of the Legislature duriug the present ses;;ion, and for making in
dexes thereto; and to make such allowances for said services as they may 
think just and proper, which said allowances shall be paid by the State 
Trea~urer upon orders drawn by the Chairman of the committee in favor 
of ~aid clerks. 

Re.~olved, That said committee shall receive the same compensation as 
i~ by law allowed to the members of the General Assembly, to be paid by 
the Stal!i TreasurPr upon order,; drawn by the dmirman of said committee 
out of any monr~y in the State Treasury not otherwise appropriated. And 
the chairman of said committee shall have power and authority to draw 
orders for the incidental expenses arising out of the session of said com
mittee, to be paid in like manner. 

Mr. \Naples, chairman of the committee to whom was referred the pe
tition of John D. Rodney and Jacob Forsett, praying for the passage of a 
law to enable them to condemn a certain stream of water and the adjacent 
land for the erection of a :;aw mill, reported a bill cntittled "An act to 
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enable John D. Rodney and Jacob Forsett, of Sussex county, to erect a 
mill-dam across the head waters of Love's creek, called Bundick's Branch, 
the boundary between Lc,wes am! Rehoboth, nnd Indian river hundreds, 
SussPX county, at the place therein mentioned, and to erect a saw mill 
thereon." 

On motion of Mr. \Vnples, 
The said bill was read. 
Mr. Buffington presented the petition of sundry citizens of Kent county, 

prnying the Legislature to pass a law to compel executors and adminis
trators to pay over moneys to the creditors entitled as soon ns they receive 
the same, or so to amend the existing laws as to cffoct that purpose. 

O!l motion of Mr. Buffington, 
The said petition was read and referred to Messrs. Buffington, Barr 

and vVaples, with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. Botts, chairman of the committee to whom was referred the petition 
of the Washington Fire Compnny of Wilmington, praying an act of in
corporntion, reported a bill entitled "An net to incorporate the \Vashington 
Fire Company of the city of Wilmington." 

On motion of Mr. Betts, 
The said bill was read. 

Mr. Huffing:on, chairman of the committee to whom wa~ referred the 
communication of the [-lon. Samuel Mr. Harrington presented this morn
ing, reported a bill entitled "An act to continue tho reports of adjudged 
cases, and for other purposes," which, 

On his motion, 
Was read. 

Mr. Johnson, chairman of tho committee to whom was referred the pe· 
tition of Nathan Fleming, praying for an act to enable him to locate cer· 
tain vacant land, reported a bill for that purpose entitled "An act to ena
ble Nathan Fleming to locate certain vacn nt land situate in Mispillion 
hundred, Kent county, and to complete his title to the same." 

On motion of Mr. Johnson, 
The said bill was rend. 

The Speaker laid on the tnble the pet1t1on of sundry citizens of the 
town of Laurel in Sussex county, praying that tho Legislature may direct 
an inquiry to be made, with a view to ascertain the quantity of spirituous 
liquors consumed yearly within this State. 

On motion of Mr. Buffington, 
The said petition was read, and, 

On motion of Mr. Wright, 
Referred to a committee of three members, with leave to report by bill 

or otherwise. 

That committee ronsists of Messrs. Wright, Clements and Betts-
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Mr. Johnson, chairman of the committee appointed on that part of the 
late Governor's Message which relates to the subject of the withholding 
ot' the fourth instalment of the surplus revenue, reported the following re
solutions, which, 

On his motion, 
Were read, to wit:-

Resolved by the Senate and House of Rcpre.~entatives of the State 
of Delawnre in General Assembly met, That the Senators from this 
State in the Congress nf the United States be instrncted, and the Repre
sentative from this ~tale in the Congress of the Uni\.f,rl States be requested 
lo use their exertions to procur0 this State's quota of the last instalment 
due under the act of Congress of H:138, providing for- the deposite of tho 
surplus revenue with the several States, as soon as the embarrassed con· 
dition of the treasury of the United States will admit of the payment of 
the said instalment. 

Resolved, That th0 foregoing resolution be sivned by the Speaker of 
the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and tram:· 
mitted to our Senators and Representative elect in Congress, with a re
quest that they lay the same before their respective Houses at the first 
11ession of th3 twenty-seventh Congress. 

On motion of Mr. Johnson, 
The said resolutions as reported 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

Were adopted. 

Mr. Betts presented the petition of sunJry citizens of New Castle county, 
vraying the Legislature to institute an inquiry with a view to ascertain tho 
quantity of spirituous liquors consumed yearly within thi,; State. 

On motion of Mr. Betts, 
The petition was read and referred to the committee already raised on 

that subject. 

Mr. Collins, chairman of the committee to whom was referred the pe· 
tition of certain citizens of Kent county, praying a law to enable them to 
repair the causeway over Swan creek, and to erect a gate thereon, re
p.,rted a bill entitled "An act to enable the owner;; and possessors of the 
marsh, meadow and cripple on both sides of Swan creek, in Milford hun
jred, Kent county, to repair and raise above the rise of the tide water an 
old causeway over the mouth of said creek, and for other purposes therein 
IEDtioned." 

On motion of Mr. Collins, 
The said bill was read. 

The Speaker laid on tho table the petition of 99 c1lizens of Sussex 
mnty, praying the Legislature to pass a law to enable them to raise by 
lettery the sum of three thousand dollars to be expended in improving the 
aavigation of Lewes creek. 

44 
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Mr. Wright then moved, 
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That the said petition be referred to a committee of three membett 
with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

The House being divided, 
The Speaker demanded the yeas and nays, which were taken, 
And are as follow, viz:-

Yeas.-Mr. Wright and Mr. Spcaker-2. 
Nays.-Mcssrs. Btll'r, Betts, Black, Chamberlain, Clements, ColliDt, 

Frazer, Higgins, Hill, Buffington, Jefferson, Johnson, Marshall, Virden, 
Waple,; and Wilds-16. 

So the Honse refused to refer the said petition. 

On motion of Mr. Collins, 
Thr! House then adjourned until 10 o'clock to-morrow morning. 

FRIDAY, 10 o'cloclc, A . .J[., January 29, 1841. 

The House assembled pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Chamberlain laid on the table the proceedings of a meeting oftlw 
trustees of Newark College, and a petition of a committee appointeda1 
.said meeting, praying the Legislature to a~sume for its own benefit the 
lottery granted to said college, and to make an appropriation of a like 
amount to the college, out of the State funds. 

On motion of Mr. Chamberlain, 
The said petition was read and referred to a committee of six members, 

with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 
That committee consists of Messrs. Chamberlain, Barr, Frazer, Collins, 

Marshall and W a pies. 
Mr. Wright presented the petition of Bayard Dawson, a constableof 

Sus8eX county, praying the Legislature that a charge against him on the 
books of the Auditor of Accounts for a fine imposed by Zachariah Pitt1, 
Esq., a Justice of the Peace of Sussex county, and which said fine was 
remitted by the Governor, may be erased on account of said remission. 

On motion of Mr. Wright, 
The said petition was read and referred to a committee of three mem, 

hers, with le:ivc to rrport by bill or otherwise. 
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Thal committee consists of Messrs. Wright, Virden and Higgins. 
Mr. Huffington laid on the table the following resolution, which 

On his motion. 
Was read, viz:-
Resolved, That a committee of five members be appointed, whose duty 

it shall be lo consider the subject of fees, and whether any amendment of 
the '.'Act regulatiug fees" is necessary, with leave to report by bill or oth
erwise. 

On motion or Mr. Huffington, 
The said resolution 

lVas adopter!. 
And l\Icssrs. Buffington, Wilds, Black, Dale and Jefferson, were ap· 

pointed that committee. 
Mr. Marshall, chairman of the committe to whom was referred the biLl 

entitled "An act to amend the act entitled 'An act for the preS€rvation of 
mill property," reported the same ba.::k to the House without amendment. 

Mr. Buffington presented the petition of William B. J. Comegys, the 
Register of Wills of Kent county, praying the Legislature to pass a law 
authorising the Levy Court of Kent county to procure him a new seal of 
office, and also a screw. 

On motion of Mr. Buffington, 
The said petition was read and referred to a committee of three mem

bers, with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 
That committee consists of Messrs. Buffington, Barr and Hill. 
Mr. Buffington presented the claim against the State, of James A. Dun

ning, for chairs, &c., for the Auditor's office, which 

On his motion, 
Was read and referred to the committee on claims. 

Mr. Betts, chairman of the committee on the petition of the Temperance 
Beneficial Association of Wilmington and Brandywine, praying an act of 
incorporation, reported a bill entitled "An act to incorporate the Tempe
rance Beneficial ~\ssociation of Wilmington and Brandywine." 

On motion of Mr. Betts, 
The said bill was read. 

Mr. Black, chairman of the committee to whom was referred the peti
tion of sundry citizens of New Castle county, praying a revocation of the 
charter of the Elk and •--::hristiana Turnpike Company, reported a bill en
titled "An act to revoke the charter of the Elk and Christiana Turnpike 
company." 

On motion of Mr. Black, 
The said bill was read. 

ln pursuance of notice given ye!>terday, 
){r, Huffin~fun asked, nlH1 



On motion of Mr. Wright, 
Obtained leave to introduce a bill entitled "A supplemPnt to the act 

entitled 'An act concerning defects in legal proceedings," which 

On his motion, 
,vas read. 

Mr. Virden moved, 
That the vote of the House taken yesterday, refusing to refer the peti, 

tion of certain citizens of Sussex county, prnying an act lo enable them to 
raise by lottery a sum of money to be expended in improving the naviga, 
tion of Lewes Creek, be reconsidered. 

Which motion 
Prevailed. 

On motion of l\fr. Wright, 
The said petition was then referred to a committee of three members, 

with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 
That committee consists of Messrs. \V right, Dale and Johnson. 

On motion of Mr. Betts, 
The bill entitled "A supplement to the act entitled 'An act to incorpo, 

rate tho Union Bank of Delaware," was read a second time. 

Mr. Marshall, chairrrnrn of the committee to whom was referred the 
memorial of th,, eo1!1rnis~ioncrs or the brid«e over Broad kiln creek, in Sus, 
:sex county, at Payntcr's Landing, prayin; the Legislature for an appro· 
priation of five hundred dollar~ to enable tl1cm to complete the repairs of 

said bridge, r"portcd a bill entitled "A supplement to the act e:ntitled 'An 
act to erect and keep in goo:! repair a bridge over Broadkiln creek, where 
the State road cro,;scs the said creek, at a place called Payntcr's Landing." 

On motion of Mt', Marshall, 
The said bill was read. 

Mr. Dale presented the petition of sundry citizens of New Castle coun· 
ty. praying the Legislatmc to pas,:; a law extending the jurisdiction ofjus· 
tices of the peace to the sum or one hundred dollars. 

On motion of Mr. Dale, 
The said petition was read and referred to the committee already raised 

on that subject. 

Mr. Betts pn,scntcd a petition of sundry citizens of New Castle county, 
of the same nature of tlrn prcccdmg, which 

On his motion, 
Was read and referred to the committee appointed on that subject. 

Mr. Huflington gnvn notice· that he would to-morrow ask leave to bring 
in a bill to be cntitl<'d "A Ruppkmcnt to the act entitled •An act empow· 
ering the Orphans' Comt to direct the sale of the real estate of minors." 

l\Ir. Higgins laid on the table the following resolution, which 

On his motion, 
Was read and adopted, viz:-



349 

Resolved, That the communication and petition of the New York His
torical So,·icty be rdhreJ to a committee of three members, to rl'purt by 
resolution or otherwise. 

Messrs. Higgins, Clements and \Vaplcs were appointed that committee. 

On motion of Mr. Betts, 
The bill entitled "Ao act to iocorpornte the members pf the Fame Hose 

Company of the city of Wilmington," was read a second time. 

Mr. Betts then offered the following amendments, which 

On his motion, 
\Vere read and adopted, viz:-

Amend the bill by inserting afler the enacting clause, and before the 
word "That," the words "two thirds of each branch of the Legislature 
concurring." 

Also, by ins8rtiog in the twelfth line of the first sPction, irnmediatdy 
after the word "cootinuaoce," the words "for twenty years and no longer." 

On motion of Mr. Black, 
ThP bill entitled "An act to amend the act entitled 'Ao act concerning 

the Levy Court, Clerk of the Peace, Assessors, CPllectors and County Trea
surers,'" was read a third lime by paragraphs and 

Passed the House. 
Ordered tn tho Senate for concurrence. 

Mr. Higgins, chairman of the committee of enrolment, reported the fol
lowing bills and resnlulion ns duly anrl correctly enrolled, and presented 
the same to the Speaker for his signature, to wit:-

" Ao act tn divorc0 Elenrler lvl'Gee anrl Erl ward lvi'Gee from the bonds 
of matrimony." 

Also "A s11prlcn10nt tn th0 act entitled 'Ao act to enable Amanda 
Green, Jane Green nnd Churks Green, minors, to sell an<l convey certain 
real estate therein meotiooccl." 

And "A joint resr,l11tion ar•pointiog Directors of the Farmers' Bank of 
the State of Delaware." 

On mot.ion 11[ Mr. IIuffiogton, 
The hill cntillerl "An act for the relief of Alenander Johnson" was read 

a secnocJ time. 

Mr. Betts presented tlw petition of suwlry citizens of New Castle coun
ty, praying the Legislature to pass a law to abolish imprisonment for debt. 

On motion of Mr. Del ts, 
The said petition was rcacJ. 

Mr. Wright presented th0 claim against the State of Caleb B. Sipple of 
Georgetown, for services renrlcrcrl in 1836, in delivering writs from the 
Secretmy of State to the Sheriffs of Kent and New Castle counties, re
quiring them to summons the members of the General Assembly at an 
extra session of the Legislature. 
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On motion of Mr. Wright, 
The said claim was read and referred to the committee of claims. 
John W. Houston, Esq., the Secretary of State, being admitted, pre• 

sented the following communication:-

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE, ~ 
Dover, January 29, 1841. 5 

Gentlemen of the H'.!u&e of Rt'Presentatives:-

I have hereby the honor to certify that William D. Waples, Esq., who 
has been appointed State Treasurer, did on the 26th ultimo, give bond to 
the State as required by law, and that the same has been duly approved 
by the Governor. 

I have the honor to be, 
Very respectfully, 

Yours, &c. 
JOHN W. HOUSTON, 

Secretary of State. 
To the Honorable the House of 

Representatives of the State of Delaware. 

Mr. Wright moved, 
That the eighth rule of the House be suspended in order that he might 

introduce a bill. 

Which motion 
Prevailed. 

He then asked, and, 

On motion of Mr. Higgins, 
Obtained leave to introduce a bill entitled "An act to vacate part of an 

alley and lane in the village of Georgetown, Sussex county." 

On motion of Mr. Wright, 
The said bill was read. 
Mr. Wilds presented the petition of William Scotten of Kent county, 

praying the Legi,,lature to appropriate a sum of money to enable him to 
pay the prison charges of a certain John Lamb, a non-resident confined 
in jail at his suit, who was discharged by the Legislature in 1836. 

On motion of ]\fr. Wilds, 
The said petition was read and referred to the committee of claims. 
Mr. Marshall, chairman of the committee to whom was referred the 

petition of sundry citizens of Sussex county, on the subject of rendering 
certain officers ineligible, except after a given time, reported a bill entitled 
"An act rendering certain officers ineligible to re-appointment and re. 
election alternately, and to fix a term to certain offices, heretofore held at 
pleasure." 

On his motion, 
The said bill was read. 
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Mr. Barr presented the petion of sundry citizens of New Castle county 1 

praying that an inquiry may be instituted in order to ascertain the amount 
of spirituous liquors consumed yearly in this State. 

On motion of l\f r. Darr, 
The said petition was rcaJ and referred lo the committee already raised 

on that subject. 

Mr. Dale, chairman or the committee to whom was rererred the bill en
titled "An act to amend the supplement passed January 25th, 1830, to the 
act for the establishment of fn~e schools" reported the same back to the 
House with the following amendments, which, 

On his motion, 
Were read and adopted, viz:-

Amendrnent lst.-Strike out the words "to be" occurring on the fourth 
line of the 1st section of the printed bill. 

Amendment 2nd.-Add to the bill the following section, to wit:

Section 6. And be it further enacted, That if the secretary of a meet· 
ing of school voters, stated or occasional, in anr school district, shall refuse 
or neglect to prepare two tnw certificates of the proceedings of said meet
ing, or to duly sign the same, or if the chairman of such meeting shall 
refuse or neglect to sign such certificates when so prepared, or to cause 
the same to be delivered, whc,n sigrl8d, one to the clerk of the district, and 
the other to the clerk of the peace of the county, within thirty days from 
the day of holuing such meeting, the sHid secretary or chairman so re· 
fusing or neglecting, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and on conviction 
shall pay to the State a fine not exceeding tifly dollars with costs. 

And if a certificate properly signed of a meeting of school voters shall 
not be delivered either to the clerk of the district, or clerk of the peace of 
the county, within the time above specified from the day of holding such 
meeting, the proceedings of &uch meeting shall be void, and the clerk and 
commissioners in orlice immediately previous to the meeting, shall con· 
tinue in office so far as to call another meeting; and the snicl clerk and 
commissioners, or either of them, shall proceed to call another meeting 
by advertisements, specifying the day, hrur and place thereof~ posted in 
five or m'1re of the most public places of the school district, at least five 
days before the duy of rneeting--which day and hour the persons or per
son calling the meeting shall appoint: it shall be sullicient to slate in the 
advertisements, that the certificate of the proceedings of the last meeting 
have not been returned according to law: and at such meeting so called, 
the school voters shall have power to do all the acts and things that they 
could do at the 1,receding meeting; and the rnecting shall be regulated by 
the law applicable to the precediug meeting, and be a substitute therefor. 

On motion of Mr. Dale, 
The said bill as amended was then taken up for a third reading, and on 

the question of the pnssage of the first section, 
The House being rlivided, 
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Tbe Speaker ordered the yeas and nays, 
Which were taken and are as follow, viz:-

Yeas-Mt'ssrs. Barr, Betts, Dlnck, Chamherlain, Clements, Collins, 
Dale, Fnizer, Higgins, Hill, lluflington, Jefferson, Johnson, Marshall, 
Virden, Waples, Wilds and Wright-IS. 

Nays-!Jfr. Speaker-I. 

So the first section 
Passed the House. 

On the question of the final passage of the said bill, 
The House being again divided, 
The Speaker ordered the yeas and nays, 
Which were taken and arc as follow, viz:-

Ycas-Mcssrs. Barr, BPtts, Black, Chamberlain, Clements, Collins, 
Dale, Frazer, Higgins, Hill, Buffington, Jefferson, Johnson, Marshall, 
Virden, Waples, Wilds and Wright-IS. 

Nays-Mr. Speaker-I. 

So the said bill as amended 
Passed the House. 

Ordered to be returned to the Senate and their concurrence desired in 
the said amendment. 

On motion of Mr. Dale, 
The House adjourned until 3 o'clock this afternoon. 

Eodem Die, 3 o'clock P. 11[. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Chnmberl.iin, cbairnrnn of the committee to whom was referred the 
communicaiion of the Trustees of Newark College, and the petition of 
their committee, reported two several bills entitled as follows:-

"An act to amend the act lo establish a College at Newark," and 
"A snpplernent to the net entitled ·An act authori;;ing a lottery for the 

benefit of Delaware College, and for other purpo,;es therein mentioned." 

On motion of Mr. Chamberlain, 
The said bills were severally read. 

Mr. Buffington presented the claim against thr. State of the adminis
trator of Isaac KeHo, deceased, for painting the Senate and Representa
tive chambers by said deceased in his lifetime. 
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On motion of Mr. Buffington, 
The same was read and referred to the committee of claims. 

Mr. Frazer presented the claim against the State, of Samuel Kimmey, 
for a balance due him for printing the Journal of the House of Represen
tatives at the last session of the General Assembly. 

On motion of Mr. Frazer, 
The same was read and referred to the committee on claims. 

On motion of Mr. Betts, 
The bill entitled "An additional supplement to the act entitled 'An act 

for regulating innholders, tavern keepers, and other public house keepers 
within this government, and empowering the justices to settle the rates of 
liquor," was read a third time by paragraphs, and 

Passed the House. 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Buffington, 
The bill entitled "An act for the relief of Alexander Johnson" was 

read a third time by special order, and 
Passed the House. 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

Mr. Mars:hall presented the ,-etition of sundry citizens of Sussex county, 
praying the Legislature to pass an amendment to the law in relation to 
wrecks, so as to authorise the Governor to appoint a commissioner of 
wrecks. 

On motion of Mr. Marshall, 
The said petition was read and referred to a committee of three mem· 

bers:, with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 
That committee consists of Messrs. Marshall, Wilds and Black. 

In pursuance of notice given yesterday, 
Mr. Clements asked, and 

On motion of Mr. Higgins, 
Obtained leave to introduce a bill entitled "An net in relation to haBitual 

drunkards." · 

On motion of Mr. Clements, 
The said bill was read. 

Mr. Fisher, Clerk of the Senate, being admitted, returned the enrolled 
bill entitled "An act directing the time, place and manner of holding elec
tions for Senators from this State in the Senate of the United States." 

And informed the House that the same had received the signature of 
the Speaker of the Senate. 

And he withdrew. 

Mr. Clements, chairman of the committee to whom was referred that 
portion of the late Governor's Message relating to the preservation of the 

45 
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pay and subsistence rolls of the old Delaware Line, on file in the office of 
the Secretary of State, made the following report, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read, to wit:-
The committee on so much of the Governor's Message as relates to the 

Revolutionary Records, have had that subject under consideration, and a 
majority of said committee have instructed me to report, that it is inex
pedient to legislate on that subject at this time. 

On motion of Mr. Betts, 
The bill entitled "A further additional supplement to the act entitled 

"An act regulating the General Election," was read a second time. 

Afr • .Johnson moved, 
That fifty copies of the bill entitled "An act rendering certain officers 

ineligible to re-appointment and re-election alternatdy, and to fix a term 
to certain offices heretofore held at pleasure," be printed for the use of the 
House, 

Which motion 
Was Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Collins, 
The bill entitled "An act to enable the owners and possei;,sors of the 

marsh, meadow and cripple on both sides of Swan creek, in Milford hun
dred, Kent county, to repair and raise above the rise of the tide water, an 
old causeway over the mouth of said creek, and for other purposes therein 
mentioned," was read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Chamberlain, 
The bill entitled "An act to amend the act to establish a College at 

Newark," 
And the bill entitled "A supplement to the act entitled •An act autho

rising a lottery for the benefit of Delaware College, and fur other purposes 
thcrei11 mentioned," were severally read a second time by special order. 

Mr. Fisher, Clerk of the Senate, being admitted, informed the House 
that the Senate had concurred in the amendment proposed by the House 
to the bill entitled "An act to amend the supplement passed January 25th, 
1830, to the act for the establishment of Free Schools," with an amend
ment, in which the concurrence of the House was desired. 

And he withdrew. 

On motion of Mr. Dale, 
The amendment was read as follows, viz:-

" IN SENATE, January 29, 1841. 
Amend the bill in the 13th line of the 6th section, by striking out the 

words •from the day of holding such meeting.' 
E.etract from the Journal. 

G. P. FISHER, Clerk. 
For concurrence.'' 
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On motion of Mr. Hill, 
The said amendment was then 

Concurred in. 

Ordered that the Senate be informed thereof. 

On motion of Mr. Clf'ments, 
The bill entitled "An additional supplement to the act entitled 'An act 

to encourage the destruction of crows,'" was read a second time. 

Mr. Marshall, from the committee to whom was referred the petition of 
Mary Griffith, of Sussex county, praying the Legislature to pass a law to 
divorce her from her hnsband, Samuel Griffith, reported a bill entitled 
"An act to divorce Mary Griffith and her husband, Samuel Griffith, from 
the bonds of matrimony." 

On motion of Mr. Marshall, 
The said bill was read. 

Mr. Wilds, chairman of the committee to whom wa& referred the petition 
of sundry citizens of Kent county, praying the Legislature to incorporate 
them into a company for the purpose of draining and reclaiming their 
low grounds, reported a bill for that purpose, entitled "An act to enabLe 
the owners of the marshes, cripple and low grounds, situate upon and con
tiguous to Jamison's Branch, in Little Creek and Duck Creek hundreds, 
to drain and improve the same." 

On motion of Mr. Wilds, 
The said bill was read. 

On motion of Mr. Buffington, 
The House then adjourned until to-morrow morning at 10 o'clock. 

SATURDAY, IO o'clock, A. M. January 30, 1841. 

The House met in pursuance of adjournment. 

In pursuance of notice given yesterday, 
Mr. Huffington asked, and 

On motion of Mr. Clements, 
Obtained leave to introduce a bill entitled "A supplement to the act en

titled 'An act empowering the Orphans' Court to direct the sale of the 
real estate of minors." 

On motion of Mr. Buffington, 
The said bill was read. 
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On motion of Mr. Illack, 
The bill entitled "An net to revoke the chnrtcr of the Elk nnd Christiana 

Turnpike Company," was read a sernnd time. 

Mr. Betts laid on the table the memorial of the city council of Wilming
ton, praying the passage of a law for erecting lamps and widening the 
side walks in said city. 

On motion of Mr. Betts, 
The said memorial was read and referred to a committee of three mem

bers, with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

That committee consists o.f Messrs. Betts, Virden and Jefferson. 

On motion of Mr. Chamberlain, 
The bill entitled "An act to amend the act to establish a College at 

Newark," was read a third time by paragraphs, and 

Passed the House unanimously, 

By the following vote of yeas and nnys, ordered by Mr. Chamberlain: 

Yeas.-Messrs. Barr, Betts, Black, Chamberlain, Clements, Collins, 
Dale, Frazer, Higgins, Huffington, Jefferson, Johnson, Marshall, Virden, 
Waples, Wilds, Wright and Mr. Speaker-IS. 

Nays.-None. 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Buffington, 
The bill entitled "An act to continue the reports of adjudged cases, and 

for other purposes," was read a second time. 

Mr. Fisher, Clerk of the Senate, being admitted, informed the House 
that the Senate had concurred in the passage of the following bills, viz: 

"An additional supplement to the act entitled 'An act to amend the act 
entitled An act concerning the constitution of the Levy Court and Court 
of Appeal," and 

"An act for the relief of Esther Coverdill." 
And he withdrew. 

On motion of Mr. Waples, 
The bill entitled "An act to enable John D. Rodney and Jacob Forsett, 

of Sussex county, to erect a mill-dam across the head waters of Love's 
Creek, called Rundick's Branch, the boundary between Lewes and Reho· 
both, and Indian river hundreds, Sus,;Px county, at the place therein 
mentioned, and to erect a saw mill-thereon," was read a second time. 

Mr. Fisher, Clerk of the Senate, being admitted, presented for the con. 
currence of the House a joint resolution. 

And he withdrew. 

On motion of Mr. Higgins, 
The resolution was read, as follows, viz:-
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"IN SENATE, January 30, 1841. 

Resolved by the Senate and House ef Representati1,es ef the State of 
Delaware in Gmeral As;;embly met, That the Secretary of' State cause 
to be bound up so as to corresp11nd with the other bound volumes of tie 
laws, two hundred copies of the eighth volume of the laws of thi~ State, 
and for that purpose, he shall procure from the offices of the different pro
thonotaries in this State, all the copies of the pamphlet laws with those 
that may be found in his office; and if a sufficient number of pamphlets 
cannot be found to complete the aforesaid number of volumes, that he 
cause a sufficient number to be printed. 

Resolved by the authorif!J aforesaid, That when the aforesaid volumes 
shall have been bound, the Secretary of State shall equally divide them 
between the respective counties, placing them in the hands of the different 
prothonotaries, who are hereby authorised to sell the same at one dollar 
per copy, and make return of them as the law directs. 

Extract from the Journal, 
G. P. FISHER, Clerk. 

For concurrence." 

On motion of Mr. Marshall, 
The bill entitled "An act to amend the act entitled •An act for the pre

servation of mill property" was read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Johnson, 
The bill entitled "An act to enable Nathan Fleming to locate certain 

vacant lan<l situate in Mispillion hundred, Kent county, and to complete 
his title to the same" was read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Chamberlain, 
The bill entitled "A supplement to the act entitled 'An act authorising 

a lottery for the benefit of Delaware College and for other purposes therein 
mentioned," was taken up for consideration. 

On his motion, 
The said bill was thP-n committed to the committee who reported it. 
Mr. Frazer laid on the table the claim against the State of James Cow

gill, for paints, &c., which, 

On his motion, 
"\Vas rend and referred to the committee on claims. 
Mr. Huffington laid on the table the petition of the owners of land in 

Kent county, called "Black Swamp," praying the passage of a law to en
able them to ditch and reclaim the same. 

On motion of Mr. Buffington, 
The said petition was read and referred to a committee of three members 
with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

That committee consists of Messrs, Buffington, Chamberlain and W a
ples. 
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On motion of Mr. Huffington, 
The bill entitled "A supplement to the act entitled 'An act concerning 

defects in lega I proceedings," was read a second time. 

Mr. Fisher, Clerk of the Senate being admitted, presented for the con. 
currence of the House, a bill entitled "An act to enable Samuel G. Smith 
to locate certain vacant lands in North West Fork hundred in Sussex 
county, and to complete his title to the same." 

And he withdrew. 

On rnotic,n of Mr. Higgins, 
The said bill was read. 

Mr. Collins presented two petitions from aund ry citizens of Sussex 
county, praying the passage of a law for the better regulation, &c., of 
free neg mes, ~c. which, 

On his motion, 
Was read and referred to the committee already raised on that subject. 

Mr. Wilr.ls presentr!d a similar petition from citizens of Kent county, 
which, 

On his motion, 
w· as read and -referred in like manner. 

The Speaker lair.I on the table the following communication of the City 
Council of Wilmington, which, 

On motion of Mr. Buffington, 
Was read, to wit:-

" At a meeting of the City Council of Wilmington, held at the City Hall, 
on Tuesday, January 26, A. D. 1841, 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, 

It was unanimously resolved, As the sense of the City Council of the 
city of Wilmington, that no amendment or alteration made in the charter 
of the city by the Legislature of the State, should go into effect without 
the assc~nt of a majority of the citizens being first had and obtained to 
such amendments or alterations. 

The above is a true extract from the minutes. 

Attest, T. BooTn Romm.Ts, 

W. R. SELLARS, 
Pres't of the City Council. 

Clerk of the City Council of Wilmington. 

\V1L!IUNGTON, JAN. 28, 1841. 

HoN. RonERT HocsTox, 

Speaker of the I-louse qf Representatives-

Sm-I ham been directed by the City Council of Wilmington to trans-
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mit to you the above resolution, with the rcqucs~ that you lay it before 
the body over which you preside. 

Respcctfolly yours, 

W.R. SELLARS, 
Pres't of Citv Council." 

On motion of Mr. Dain, 
The joint resoluti0n from the Ser.ate ror prin:ing and binding additional 

copies of the eighth volume of the laws was taken up for considciation and 

Concurred in. 
Ordered that the Senate be informed thereof. 

On motion of Mr. Betts, 
The bill entitk·d <lAn act to rrnew the net entitled 'An act to incorpo

rate the Washington Beneficial Society of Wilmington, Delaware, for the 
relief of the member,, thereor, their widows and orphan children," was 
read a third time by paragraphs, and 

Passed the House. 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrencP. 

l\fr. Fisher, Clerk of the Senate, being admitted, informed the House 
that the Senate had concurred in the passage of the bill entitled "An act 
to divorce Fuster Donovan and his wile Avis Donovan from the bonds of 
matrimony." 

And he withdrew. 

Mr. Huffington laid on the table the following resolution, which 

On his motion, 
Was read and adopted, viz:-

Resolved, That a committee of accounts to consist of three members 
be appointed. 

Mr. Chamberlain, chairman or the committee to whom was committed 
the bill entitled "A supple1J1c11t to the act entitled 'An act authni:ising a 
lottery for rhe benr'fit of' Delaware College, and for other purposes therein 
nwntioned," reported the same back to the l-louse with the following 
amendment, viz:-

Atnend the bill as follows:-Strike out all after the word "supplement," 
in line 4, and insert the following:-"which by the provisions of said act 
is applicable to the u,e and bendit of•Dclaware College,' and directed to 
be paid to the •Trustees of Delaware College,' and which is now due, or 
herealter shall become due and prtyn ble undC'r or by virtue of the said act; 
shall be paid into the treasu'ry of this State, and shall bf) reeeiVE'd by the 
State Treasurer, and accounted for as the money of' the State, instead of 
being paid to the trustees ot Delaware Col!Pgc, or to the trustees of' 'New
ark College,' rnlied in the said act Delaware College: and every provision 
of the act to which thi:,; is a supplement, or of any other act of the Legis
lature granting or appropriating the money arising under said act or any 
part or portion of such mom~y for the use and benefit of Dela ware College, 



360 

or for the use nnd benefit of Newark College aforesaid, called in the said 
act Delaware College, be and the same is hereby repealed. 

Seetion 2. And be it enacted, That the said State Treasurer shall 
keep a just and aceurate account of all money hereaf'ter received by him 
und,~r or by virtue of this act, or of the act to which this is a supplement, 
and shall settle such account with the Auditor twice in each year, so long 
as any money shall be received from this source. 

Section 3. And be it enacted, And the State does hereby grarJt and 
appropriate out of the State treasury, for the use and benefit of Newark 
College, a sum of money equal in amount to the moiety or half part of 
any sum or sums which upon such half yearly settlement with the Audi
tor shall appear to have been received by the State Treasurer, under or 
by virtue of this act or of the act to which this is a supplement; and imme
diately after every such half yearly settlemeut, the State Treasurer is au· 
thorized and directed to pay to •The Trustees of Newark College,' out of 
any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated such sum of money 
as shall be equal in amount to the moiety or half part of what shall so 
appear to have been received by him as aforesaid; to be invested or used 
by the said trustees for the enlargement, endowment or support of said 
college. 

Section 4. And be it enacted, That the acceptance of this act by the 
trustees of NPwark College aforesaid, shall be signified in writing to the 
Governor within four months after its passing, or it shall be of no effect. 
This act or any of its provisions shall not be construed to affect or impair 
any bond or obligation given or taken under the act to which this is a 
supplemrnt, but the same shall remain in such force and virtue as if this 
act had not been passed. 

On motion of Mr. Chamberlain, 
The said amendment 

And the bill as amended, was, 

On his motion, 
Read a third time by paragraphs and 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

Was adopted. 

Passed the House. 

Mr. Higgins moved, 
That the House do now adjourn until Monday morning next at IO 

o'clock. 

Which motion 
Was lost. 

Mr. Virden gave notice, that he would on Monday next, ask leave to 
bring in a bill to appropriate the money in the tre'.tsury of this State. 

On motion of Mr. Clements, 
The bill entitle:! "An act in relation to habitual drunkards," was read a. 

second time. 
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Mr. Buffington then moved, 
That the said bill be indefinitely postponed. 
The motion being seconded, 
Mr. Clements demanded the yeas and nays, 
Which were taken and are as follow, viz:-

Yeas.-Messrs. Betts, Black, Collins, Higgins, Buffington, Jefferson, 
Johnson, Virden, Wilds and Wright-IO 

Nays.-Messrs. Barr, Chamberlain, Clements, Dale, Frazer, Waples 
and Mr. Speaker-7. 

So the said bill was 
Indefinitely postponed. 

On motion of Mr. Dale, 
The House then adjourned until Monday morning, at 10 o'clock. 

MONDAY, 10 o'clock, A.]}[, February l, 1841. 

The House assembled pursuant to adjournment. 

The Speaker announced as the committee of accounts Messrs. Huffing· 
ton, Hill and Dale. 

On motion of Mr. Buffington, 
The bill entitled "An act to in.::orporate the Wesleyan Female Collegiate 

Institute," was taken up for consideration. 
He then offered the following amendments, which, 

On his motion, 
vVere read and adopted, viz:-

A mend the bill by striking out of the second section in the fourth, fifth, 
sixth, seventh and eighth lines the words "one third of whom shall be mem
bers of such annual conferences of the Methodist Episcopal Church aforesaid 
as shall patronise the said institution, equally to be divided among them, 
and wht·n such division cannot be accurately made, the Philadelphia Con
ference shall have the preference." 

Strike out of the said second section the words "twelve thousand doJ. 
Jars," and insert in lieu thereof the words "five thousand dollars." 

Amend the second section by adding in the twentieth line, immediately af. 
ter the werd "dollars," the words "they may make by-laws, rules and regu· 
lations (not inconsistent with the laws of this State or of the United States) 
for the government of the said Institute; with power to prescribe the quali
fications of the members of the council; and generally, to promote the ob
jects and purposes of the institution." 

46 
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Amend Sec. 3, by striking out in the eighth, ninth, tenth and eleventh 
lines, the words "but the Philadelphia Annual Conference of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, at its next session, if it see cause, may annul such 
appointment, so long as said conference shall patronise the said Institute." 

Amend the fifth section by striking out the seventh line thereof. 
Strike out in the twenty-fifth and twenty-sixth lines of fifth section, the 

word<5 "the Philadelphia Conference concurring therein." 
Amend the bill by adding as section 6-Section 6. _,ind be 'tt fur· 

tlier enacted, That this act shall be and continue in force for the term of 
twenty years and no longer, unless the same is re-enacted by the Legis· 
lature; and the Legislature hereby reserves the power to revoke and an
nul this charter. 

On motion of Mr. Huffington, 
The said bill as amended was read a second time, and, 

On his motion, 
The same was read a third time by special order by paragraphs, and 

Passed the House, 
By the following votes of yeas and nays ordered by Mr. Huffington: 

Yeas-Messrs. Barr, Betts, Black, Chamberlain, Clements, Collins, 
Dale, Higgins, Hill, Huffington, Jefferson, Johnson, W a pies, Wright and 
Mr. Speaker-15. 

Nay.~-None. 

Ordered to the Senat,e for concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Betts, 
The bill entitled "An act to continue the reports of adjudged cases, and 

for other purposes," was read a third time by paragraphs, and 

Passed the House. 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Collins, 
The bill entitled "An act to enable the owners and possessors of the 

marsh, meadow and cripple on both sides of Swan creek, in Milford hun
dred, Kent county, to repair and raise above the rise of the tide water an 
old causeway over the mouth of said creek, and for other purposes therein 
mentioned," was read a third time by paragraphs, and 

Passed the !louse. 
Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 
Mr. Fi~her, ~!erk of the Senate, being admitted, presented for concur

rence a bill entitled "An act to incorporate the Sisters of Charity of St. 
Peter's, and to grant to said corporation certain lands in Mill creek hun
dred," with its accompanying petition. 

And he withdrew. 

On motion of Mr. Barr, 
The said bill was rood, 
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Mr. Wright, chairman of the committee to whom was referred the me
morial of the Lewes Beneficial Society, praying an act of incorporation, 
reported a bill for that purpose, entitled ''An act to incorporate the Lewes 
Beneficial Society of Lewes, Sussex county, Delaware." 

On motion of Mr. Wright, 
The said bill was read. 

Ia pursuance of notice heretofore given, 
Mr. Buffington asked, and, 

On motion of Mr. Higgins, 
Obtained leave to introduee a bill entitled "An act fo amend the act en

titled 'An act concerning certain crimes and offences committed by sl'aves, 
and for the security of slaves properly demeaning themselves." 

On motion of Mr. Buffington, 
The said bill was read. 

Mr. Barr laid on the table a petition from sundry citizens of New 
Castle county, praying the Lev:islature to prohibit the drawing of lotteries. 
and the sale of lottery tickets within this State. 

On motion of Mr. Barr, 
The said petition was read and referred to a committee of three mem-

bers, with leave to report by bill or otherwise. · 
That committee consists of Messrs. Barr, Johnson and Waples. 

Mr. Buffington submirted for the consideration of the House the follow· 
ing joint resolutions, viz:-

Resolved by th.e Senate and House of Representatives of the State 
of Delaware in General A.ssembly met, (two-thirds of each House coo· 
curring and deeming the same necessary, and the Governor approving 
thereof~) That the following shall be proposed to the Legislature next to be 
elected, as an amendment to the Amended Constitution of the State of 
Delaware, viz:-

"The General Assembly shall make no law authorising the setting up 
or drawing any lottery, or the offering for sale or selling lottery tickets 
or any interest therein, within this State." 

Resolved, by the authority aforesaid, That it shall be the duty of the 
Secretary of State, and he is. hereby required, to cause to be published in 
two newspapers printed in the city of. Wilmington in this State, a true 
copy of these resolutions and proposed amendment, at least three and not 
more than six months before the next general election for Representatives, 
for the consideration of the people. 

Mr. Huffington, chairman of the committee to whom was referred the 
petition of Wm. H.J. Comegys, the Register of Wills of Kent county, 
praying the passage of a law to enable him to procure a new seal of office, 
and also a new screw, reported a bill for that purpose, entitled "An act 
authorising the Register for the Probate of Wills and granting letters of 
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administration in and for Kent county, to procure a new seal of office and 
press." 

On motion of Mr. Huffington, 
The said bill was read. 
Mr. Buffington presented three several petitions signed by about 150 

citizens of this State, praying the Legislature to abolish imprisonment for 
debt. 

On motion of Mr. Buffington, 
The said petitions were read and referred to the committee on that sub

ject. 

On motion of Mr. Betts, 
The bill entitled "A supplement to the act entitled 'An act to incorporate 

the Union Bank of Delaware," was read a third time by paragraphs, and 
Passed the House. 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

Mr. Dale presented the petition of sundry citizens of New Castle county, 
praying the passage of a law for the better regulation of colored hirelings, 
&c. 

On motion of Mr. Dale, 
The said petition was read and referred to the committee on that sub. 

ject. 

On motion of Mr. Huffim,ton, 
The bill entitled "A supple;;ent to the act entitled 'An act concerning 

awards, to regulate the summoning and returning of juries, and for le,sen
ing the expense thereof, and for other purposes,'" was taken up for con. 
sideration. 

Mr. Buffington then laid on the table for the consideration of the House 
the following amendments to said bill, which, 

On his motion, 
\Vere read, viz:-

Amend the bill as follows, viz:-

Strike out all after the enacting clause and substitute the following: 

That the Levy Court and Court of Appeal in each county shall, at their 
annual session in March, select from the lists of taxable citizens of the 
county, in such proportions for each hundred as they may deem proper, 
the names of one hundred and fifty sober, substantial and judicious per. 
sons, to serve (if summoned.) as jurors at the several courts to be holden 
in that year; and shall make out a list of the said persons so selected for 
jurors. The said Levy Courts shall provide a box for each hundred in 
the county, to be marked or labelled with the name of the hundred, into 
which box the names of the persons so selected as jurors, being written 
on small pieces of paper as nearly alike in size, shape and color as may 
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be, and folded so as to hide the name, shall be deposited by the said Levy 
Court-the names of the persons selected from each hundred being placed 
in the box of that hundred; after whic:h the boxes shall be locked and de· 
livered to the prothonotary of the Superior Court, and the keys :;hall be 
kept by the clerk of the peace. 

The said prothonotary and clerk of the peace shall meet in the pro
thonotary's office on the day after the first Tuesday in March annually, 
or within ten days thereafter; and, after shaking the boxes so as to inter
mix the papers deposited therein, shall, in the presence of such persons as 
may choose to be present, draw from the box of each hundred in turn the 
name of a person. to be summoned as a grand juror for that year, and so 
on until the number of grand jurors prescribed by the act to which this 
is a supplement shall be drawn; and the said prothonotary and clerk of 
the peace shall thereupon deliver a list of the names so drawn to tho 
sheriff of the county, who shall summon the persons therein named, ac
cording to the provisions of the said original act, to serve as grand jurors 
for that year. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, q·c., That the said prothonotary 
and clerk of the peace shall, at least fifteen days before the commence
ment of each term of the Superior Court and Court of General Se1,l<ions 
of the Peace and Gaol Delivery in like manner, draw from the jury-box 
of each hundred in turn the name of a person to be summoned as a petit 
juror, and so on until the number of jurors prescribed by the said original 
act for pctit jurors to attend the said courts shall be drawn, and shall 
thereupon deliver a list of the names so drawn to the sheriff of the county, 
who shall summon the persons therein named according to the provisions 
of the said original net, to serve as petit jurors at the ensuing terms of the 
Superior Court and Court of General Sessions of the Peace and Gaol De
livery. 

See. 3. And be it furtlier enacted, 4'·c., That the grand jurors for the 
year, drawn as aforesaid, shall be summoned to attend as grand jurors at 
any Court of Oyer and Terminer, when the precept for holding such 
court directs a grand jury to be summoned; and the petit jurors to attend 
any Court of Oyer and Terminer shall be drawn in like manner by the 
said officers, at least fifteen days before the day assigned for holding the 
said court, and a list of the names so drawn shall thereupon be delivered 
to the sheriff of the county, to be summoned as is provided in the said 
original act, to attend the said Court of Oyer and Terminer as petit jurors. 
Provided always, That if the day assigned for holding such court shall 
be at a time when there is a petit jury in attendance upon the Superior 
Court and Court of General Sessions of the Peace and Gaol Delivery, 
then such jury shall constitute a part of the panel of the petit jurors to be 
summoned to attend the said Court of Oyer and Termi.ner, and only so 
many names shall be drawn from the boxes as are necessary to complete 
the number of petit jurors prescribed by the said original act. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, <ye., That if the said prothonotary 
or clerk of the peace shall have any matter of fact at issue depending for 
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trial at the ensuing term of the said courts, then the recorder of deeds 
for the county, shall act in the place of the otlicn so intPrcstcd at the 
drawing of trw jurors as a«m,sai<l. Andi!" any 1w1it juror who sb,11[ be 
drawu as alorcsairJ, shall have any mutter of lad at issue <lepending for 
trial at the ensuing term of the said courts, his name shall be returned to 
the box and another drawn in his plc1ce. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, q·c., That if from any cause it 
should happen that the proper number or jurors should not be drawn as 
aforesaid, or if for any cause the panel of jurors so drawn should be 
quashed by the court, then it shall and mny be lawful for the court to 
mnke such order as they may deem expedient for the drawing and sum· 
moning the requisite number of jurors to serve at that term; and the court 
may in all cases award a tales de circumstantibu3 according to the pro. 
visions of the said original act. 

Sec. 6. And be 'tl further enacted, 4·c., That if the said prothonotary, 
clerk of the peace or recorder uf deeds shall refose to perform, or wilfully 
neglect the duties by this act enjoined upon him, every such prothonota· 
ry, clerk of the peace and recorder of deeds so offending shall, f<)l' every 
such offence, forfeit and pay to the State a fine of two hundred dollars, to 
be prosecuted by indictment in the Court of General Sessions of the Peace 
and Gaol Delivery. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacte1., <S·c., That the Levy Court shall 
make such compensation as they shall deem proper to the said officers 
for the performance of the duties imposed upon them by this act. The 
said jury.boxes shall, immediatP!y afier each drawing of jurors as afore
said, be locked and remain in the custody of' the protbonotary of the Su
perior Court in each county, and the key shall remain in the custody of 
the clerk of the peace. 

Sec. 8. And be it enacted, That the Levy Court, in selectin(J' from the 
lists of taxable citizen~ the names of persons ·to serve ns jurors, ~hall omit 
from the list such persons as may have been summoned and have served 
as grand jurors for the year previous. 

Sec. 9. And be it enarted, That so much of the act to which this is 
a supplement as is inconsistent herewith, and particularly the 16th sec
tion of that act, be and the same is hereby repealed. 

On motion of Mr. Betts, 
The bill entitled "An act to incorporate the Fame Hose Company of 

Wilmington, Dela ware," was read a third time by paragraphs, and 

Passed the !louse, 

By 1he following vote of yeas and nays, ordered by Mr. Betts, v1z:

Yeas-Messrs. Barr, Betts, Black, Chamberlain, Clements, Collins, 
Dale, Higgins, Hill, Buffington, Jefferson, Johnson, Waples, Wright 
and Mr. Speaker-15. 

Nay.,-None. 
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Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

l\fr. I-IuffingVm moved, 
That the bill entitled "A supplement to the act entitled 'An act concern

ing defects in legal proceedings," be read a third time in order to its 
final passage. 

Which motion 
Prevailed, 

And the first section was read. 
Before, however, the question was taken upon the passage of the first 

section, 

Mr. Barr moved, 
That the House adjourn until 3 o'clock this afiernoon. 

Which mo.tion 
Prevailed. 

And ~he House adjourned. 

Eodem Die, 3 o'clock, P. ]f. 

The House assembled pursuant to adjournment. 

On motion of Mr. Huffington, 
The bill entitled "A supplement to the act entitled 'An act concerning 

defects in legal proceedings," was postponed for further consideration until 
Wednesday morning next. 

Mr. Buffington, chairman of the committee to whom was committed 
the bill entitled '·An act to amend the act entitled 'An act for ascer
taining the salai-ies of t?e Governor, the Chanoellor, the Judges and the 
Secretary, and for makrng allowances to the members of the General 
Assembly and for other purposes, and also to amend the act entitled 'An 
act to carry into effect the Amended C.onstitution and for other purposes,' " 
reported the same back to the House with the following amendments, 
whic;h, 

On his motion, 
Were read and adopted, viz:-

Amend the bill by striking out the second section thereof. 
Also, by striking out in the title the words "and also to amend the act 

~mtitled an act to carry into effect the Amended Constitution, and for other 
purposes." 
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On motion of Mr. Huffington, 
The said bill as amended, was then read a third time by paragraphs, 

and 
Passed the House. 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 
Mr. Clements laid on the table the following resolution, which 

On his motion, 
Was read and adopted, viz:-
Resolverl, That a committee consi,;ting of five members be appointed 

from the delegation of Kent county, whose duty it shall be to inquire into 
the expediency of dividing Kent county into school districts anew, of 
the convenient size than the present. 

Messrs. Clements, Frazer, Wilds, Collins and Buffington were appointed 
that committee. 

On motion of Mr. Johnson, 
The bill entitled "An act to enable Samuel G. Smith to locate certain 

vacant lands in North vVest Fork hundred in Sussex county, and to com
plete his title to the same," was read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Clements, 
The resolution offered by him some time since, declaring that it is in

expedient to allow balls to be held in the Representative Chamber, was 
taken up for consideration. 

On his motion, 
The said resolution was then 

Adopted. 
Mr. vVright, chairman of the committee to whom was referred the pe· 

tition of Bayard Dawson, reported for his relief the following joint resolu
tion, which 

On his motion, 
Was read and adopted, viz:-
Resolved by the Senate and House <?.f Representatives ef the State 

of Delaware in General Assembly met, That Bayard Dawson, one of 
the constables in and for the county of Sussex be, and he is hereby re· 
leased and discharged from the payment of the sum of sixty dollars and 
sixt.v-six cents improperly charged against him; it being the amount of a 
fine irnposl'd upon a certain Captain .Jeremiah E:-kritlge, by Zachariah 
Pitts, one of the justices of the peace in and for the county aforesaid, for 
intoxication and profane swenring, the same having been remitted by his 
Exccllfmcy the Governor, and consequently not collected by the said 
Bayard Dawson, but erronPously and improperly charged against him in 
favor of the said State of Delaware. 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 
Mr. Buffington, chairman of tho committee to whom was referred the 

petition of the owners of land upon the Black Swamp, praying an act of 
incorporation for the purpose of the reclamation of their low grounds, re· 
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ported a bill for that purpose entitled "An act to incorporate the Black 
Swamp Ditch Company." 

On motion of Mr. Huffington, 
The said bill was read. 
Mr. Clements presented the petition of sundry citizens of Kent county, 

praying the Legislature to institute an inquiry to ascertain the quantity 
of spirituou'3 liquors consumed in this State. 

On motion of Mr. Clements, 
The said petition was read and referred to the committee on that sub

ject. 
And Mr. Clements on behalf of said committee, asked for further time 

to report. 

On motion of Mr. Betts, 
Leave was granted. 

On motion of Mr. Betts, 
The bill entitled "An act to incorporate the Washington Fire Company 

of the city of Wilmington," was read a second time." 

On motion of Mr. Betts, 
The bill entitled "A further supplement to the act entitled "An act 

regulating the General Election," was read a third time by paragraphs 
and 

Passed the House. 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Wilds, 
The bill entitled "An act to enable the owners of the marshes, cripple 

and low grounds situated upon, and contiguous to Jamison's Branch, in 
Little Creek and Duck Creek hundreds, to drain and improve the same," 
was read a second time by its title. 

Mr. Barr presented the petition of 144 citizens of New Castle county, 
praying the Legislature to pass a law appropriating the money arising 
from the tax on dogs in New Castle county. 

On motion of Mr. Barr, 
The said petition was read and referred to the committee to whom was 

referred the bill entitled "A supplement to the act laying a tax on dogs in 
New Castle county." 

Mr. Wright, chairman of the committee to whom was referred the pe
tition of Abraham Dazey, of Sussex county, praying an act to enable 
him to locate certain vacant land in said county, reported a bill for that 
purpose, entitled "An act to enable Abrahatfl Dazey, of Sussex county, to 
locate certain lands, situate in Baltimore hundred, and to complete his title 
to the same." 

On motion of Mr. Wright, 
The said bill was read. 

47 
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On motion of Mr. Buffington, 
The bill entitlAd "A supplement to the act entitled •An art empowering 

the Orphans' Court to direct the sale of the real estate of minors," was 
read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Betts, 
The bill entitled "An act to incorporate the Temperance Beneficial 

Association of Wilmington and Brandywine," was read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Wright, 
The House then adjourned until to-morrow morning at 10 o'clock. 

TUESDAY, 10 o'clocl. A .• .ZtI., February 2, 1841. 

The House assembled pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Buffington presented the petition of Elijah Cannon, late State Trea
surer, praying that his accounts as such, may be referred to the present 
Auditor of Accounts for re-adj ustmcnt and re -settlement. 

On motion of Mr. Buffington, 
The said petition was read. 

Mr. Buffington then laid on the table the following joint resolution, 
which, 

On his motion, 
\Vas read and adopted, viz:-
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the State ef 

Delaware, in General A.ssembly met, That the present Auditor of Ac
counts of this State be, and he is hereby authorised, empowered and re
quired to adjust and settle the accounts of Elijah Cannon, late State 
Treasurer of the State of Delaware, and as trustee of the fund for estab
lishing schools in the State of Delaware, throughout his late official term 
as such treasurer and trustee aforesaid; and that the said Auditor make 
report thereof to the Legislature. 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

Mr. Fisher, Clerk of the Senate, being admitted, informed the House 
that the Senate had concurred in the passage of the following bills, viz:-

" An act to repeal the act entitled 'An additional supplement to the act 
entitled An act providing for the punishment of certain crimes and misde
meanors.' " 

And "A supplement to the act entitled 'An act to enable the owners 
and possossors of the mr:c1rlow, marnh and cripple, lying on both sides 
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of the Northwest Branch of Duck Creek, emptying into the main branch 
of Duck Creek, below the Eagle's Nest Landing, effectually to embank 
and drain the same, and keep the banks, <lams, sluices, canals and drains 
in repair, and to raise a fund to defray the expense thereof:" 

Also, "An act for the relief of Alexander Johnson." 

And he presented for the concurrence of the House a bill entitled "An 
act to enable William \V. Delancy, of Sussex county, to survey a'ld lo
cate certain vacant land, and to complete his title to the same," with its 
accompanying petition. 

And he withdrew. 

On motion of Mr. Johnson, 
The said bill and petitit;n were read. 

On motion of Mr. Black, 
The bill entitled "An act to revoke the charter of the Elk and Chris

tiana Turnpike company," was taken up for consideration. 

Mr. Black then oifered the following amendment thereto, which 

On his motion. 
Was read and adopted, viz:-

Amend the bill as follows, viz:-

SECTION !3. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
Atttorncy-general at the next or some subsequent term of the Court of 
General Sessions of the Peace, in and for New Castle county, to file an 
information in the natnre ofa quo warranto against the said company, to 
which tlw said company shall plead during the term at which such infot··· 
mation shall be filed on a day to be appointed by the said court, and for 
want of such plea, judgment of ouster shall be entered by the said court 
against the Haid company, and all their privileges, immunities, franchis2s, 
rights and liberties as a corporation shnll thereby cerise and determine. 
And in case the said company shall plead to the said information, the 
issue betwern the State and the said company shall be tried by a jury at 
the har of the sairl court, and judgment shall thereupon be entered on the 
verdi<'t of said jury, according to the right of the matter and the law of 
the land. Notice ,;hall be givPn bv the Attorney-general in one news
paper published in the city of Wilmington, of his intention to file said in
formation, ten days before the sitting of the court. The said information 
shall contain a statement of the causPs f<ir which the said company hath 
forfeited its charter, nnd the first and second sections of this act shall not' 
go into operation until a judgment of ouster shall be entered against the 
said company. 

Mr. Black laid on the table the petition of sundry citizens of New 
Castle county, praying a repeal of the law passed at the last session, lay· 
ing a tax on dogs in that county. 

And he presented at the same time a petition praying the continuance 
of the same. &c. 
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Mr. Higgins also presented a petition from sundry citizens of the 11ame 
county of a like charac:er to I he one last pres<·ntetl, all ol which were, 

On motion of the respective nwmbers who pr1>sc•nred them, 
Read and referred to the eommittee to whom was cum111itll'd the sup, 

plement to the act laying a tax on dogs in New Castle county. 

Mr. Chamberlain presented the petition of numerous citizens of New 
Castle county, praying the Legislature to extend the jurisdiction of Justices 
of the Peace to the sum of one hundred dollars. 

On motion of Mr. Chamberlain, 
The said petition was read and referred to the committee on that sub, 

ject. 

Mr. Betts presented a petition from citizens of the same county, praying 
a like object, which, 

On his motion, 
\Vas read and referred in like manner. 

Mr. Betts presented the petition of sundry citizens of New Castle county, 
praying the Legislature to abolish imprisonment for debt. 

And he at the same time presented a petition from numerous citizens of 
the same county, praying a law to prohibit the drawing of lotteries and 
the sale of lottery tickets in this State, both of which were, 

On his motion, 
Read and referred to the appropriate committees. 
Mr. Betts also presented a petition from the same county numerously 

signed, praying the establishment ofa penitentiary, and 

On his motion, 
That petition was read also and referred to the committee on that sub, 

ject. 

Mr. Clements, chairman of the committee to whom was referred that 
portion of the late Governor's Message, relating to the preservation of the 
Revolutionary Reeords, and the appointment of a State Librarian, re· 
ported the following resolutions, which, 

On his motion, 
Were read, to wit:-

Resol'Ded by the Senate and House of Representati'Des of the State of 
Delaware in General Assembly met, That 
be, and he is hereby appointed Librarian, whose duty it shall be to take 
charge of the Library of this State, to arrange and put in proper order all 
the books and papers deposited therein, to stamp all the books that in 
the opinion of Judge Harrington should be stamped; he shall take special 
care of the old Revolutionary records, shall label them, and box them 
up in the best possible manner for future reference; and he shall hold him, 
self in readiness to accompany any person at convenient times to the said 
Library, ior the purpose of examining books and papers. 
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Resolved further, That the State Treasurer be, and he :s hereby <fj. 
rec•ed to pay, on or IJPfore the tirst day of January ofnach year, that the 
said Liumrian :shall taith:ully di:schur6 e his duty aforesaid, 1he sum of 

dollars. 
And be it further resolved by the authority aforesaid, That the said 

be and he is hereby appointe,t to take charge 
of the Representative chamber, to take ca re of the furniture and books, 
and pay all necessary attention at all times to airing and keeping the 
chamber in proper condition. And the State Treasurer is hereby autho-
rised to p,iy to the said the sum of 

dollars, at the time aforesaid. 
And be it further Resolved by the authority aforesaid, That 

be and he is hereby appointed to take charge of the 
Senate chamber, and pay all necessary attention to the furniture and books 
therein deposited. And the State Treasurer be, and he is hereby autho
rised and required to pay to the said the sum 
of dollars, at the time aforesaid. 

Mr. Clements, chairman of the committee to whom was referred that 
portion of the Governors Mwsage whi<'h relates to the appointment of a 
ge,,eral superintendent of fr~ schools, &c., reported a bill entitled "An 
act for the appointment of a general superintendent of free schools." 

On motion of Mr. Clements, 
The said bill was read. 
Mr. Clements, also from the committee to whom was referred the pe· 

titions praying the passage of some law for the better regulation of free 
negroes, asked on behalf of said committee for further time to report. 

On motion of Mr. Virden, 
Leave was granted. 

On motion of Mr. Huffington, 
The bill entitled "A supplement to the act entitled 'An act empower. 

ing the Orphans' Court to direct the sale of the real estate of minors," 
was read a third time by paragraphs and 

Passed the House, 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Huffington, 
The bill entitled "An act to prevent unnecessary imprisonment for the 

execution of judgments in civil cases," was taken up for consideration. 
He then offered the following amendments thereto, which 

On his motion, 
Were read and Adopted. 
Amend the second section by adding thereto these words-"the citizens 

attending the summons of the justice to try the truth of allegations of 
fraud as herein provided, shall receive the same fees as are allowed to 
referees before justices of the peace; and the sheriff, constable or officer, 
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for all sPrvices performed under the provisions of this act, shall receive 
the same fcrs a~ arc r,llowcrl by law in like cases." 

Also, fill tbe blanks in thl: s;,v,·uth st•ct.ion with the words "fourth" and 
"July." 

On motion of Mr. riufTin_;fon, 
The said bill as arneuck:cl was read a second time. 

Mr. Dalt-', chairnmn nf the cormnittc·e to whom was referred so much 
of the late Governor's Mc,sage as recomrnc•nds the instruclinn of the in· 
di gent Deaf and Dumb of this Stall· at the public expense, reported a bill 
for that purpose entitk·d "An act to provide for the instruc;tion of the 
Indigent Deaf and Dumb of' this State" which, 

On his rnotion, 
Was read. 

On motion of Mr. Hufiin,gton, 
The bill entitled "An act to amend the ad entitled 'An act concern

ing certain crimes and offence, committed by slave,;, and for the security 
of slaves properly dl'lnenning themselves," was read a seco]Jd time. 

In pursuance of notice given on Saturday last, 

Mr. Virden askcd,and, 

On motion of Mr. Buffington, 
Obtained leave to introduce a bill entitled "An act to appropriate the 

monies in the treasury of thi,; State." 

On motion of Mr. Virden, 
The said bill was read. 

On motion of Mr. Betts, 
The bill cntitlc'd "A supplement to an act entitled 'An act to incorpo

rate the Wilmington Fire Insurance Company," was read a second time. 

On m,iti"n of Mr. lluffinµ:ton, 
The bill cntitl<'d "/111 act ,{uthorising the Register for the probate of 

wills and grnnting il'ltcrs of adrniui,tration in and for KP11t county, to 
proeure a new seu l of otlil'c and press," was read a second time. 

Mr. V\.'risht, chairman of' tlw C"nrnmittcc to whnm was rcR,rred the pe
tition of Eli Lnytc,n, rcportl'd a bill cutitled "An ac,t to cn:iiile Eli Layton 
to locate certain vrtc,rnt laud. situate' i11 IJa .. sboro hundred, ::Sussex coun-
ty, and com[Jlete his title to the same'," 0 

On motinn of i\Ir. W ri::ht, 
Th<> s:,id bill \\'HS read. v 

On motion of Mr. Fluffin!.(tnn, 
The House then adjou rncd until :3 o'clock this afternoon. 
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Eodcm Die, 3 o'cloclc P. M. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

On motion of Mr. Clements, 
Th~ bill entitled "An additionaL supplement to the act entitled 'An act 

to encourage the destruction of crows,'" was taken up for consideration. 

Mr. Clements then moved, 
To amrnd the said bill by striking out the words "twelve and a half" 

in the said bill, and inserting in lieu thereof the word "ten." 

Which motion 
Was lost. 

Mr. Barr then moved, 
That the said bill be indefinitely postponed, 
And the motion being seconded, and the House being divided, 
The Speaker ordered tho yeas and nays, 
\Vhich were taken and are as follow, viz:-

Yeas.-Messrs. 8nrr, Black, Chamberlain, Frazer, Higgins, Marshall, 
Virden, Waples and Mr. Speaker-9 . 

. Nays-Messrs. Betts, Clements, Collins, Dale, Hill, Huffington, Jeffer· 
son, Johnson, Wild;; and Wright-IO. 

So the House refused to postpone the said bill. 

Mr. Clem0nts then moved, 
That the said bill be read a third time by paragraphs, with a view to 

its final passage. 

Which motion 
Prevailed. 

The House being diYided on the question of the passage of the first sec-
tion, 

The Speaker ordered the yeas and nays, which were taken, 
And are as follow, viz:-

Yeas-Messrs. Clements, Jefferson, \Vaples and \Vilds-4. 
NaJJs-Messrs. Barr, Betts, Black, Chamberlain, Collins, Dale, Frazer, 

Higgins, Hill, Buffington, Johnson, Marshall, Virden, Wright and Mr. 
Speaker-15. 

So the said bill 
l-Vas lost. 

On motion of Mr. Huffing:on, 
The amendment~ proposed by him yesterday to the bill entitled "A 

supplement to the act entitled 'An act concerning awards, to regulate the 
summoning and returning of juries, and for le;;8etiing the expense thereof, 
and for other purposes,'" were taken up for consideration and 

Adopted. 
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On motion of Mr. Huffington, 
The said bill as amended was then read a second time. 
Mr. Fisher, Clerk of the Senate being admitted, presented for the sig

nature of the Speaker sundry enrolled bills, 

And he returnPd to the House certam other enrolled bills which had 
receivf'd thfl signature of the Speaker of the Senate. 

And he withdrew. 

Mr. Buffington presented the petition of a large number of the inhabit· 
ants of the town of Milford, in Kent and Sussex counties, praying the 
passage of an act to enable them to straighten the State road leading 
through the said town, and to build a new bridge where the same crosses 
Mispillion creek. 

On his motion, 
The said petition was read and referred to a committee of three mem· 

hers:, with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 
That committee consists of Messrs, Huffington, Higgins and Hill. 
Mr. Collins laid on the table the daim against the State of Caleh Wol

cott, the sheriff ol Kent county', for his attendance on the Court of Errors 
and Appeals. 

On his motion, 
The same was read and referred to the committee on claims. 

Mr. Betts laid on the table the petition of William Inskeip of New Cas
tle county, pr11ying the passage of a law authorising the appointment of a 
commissioner under the act entitled "A supplement to the act entitled 'An 
act to enable William Inskeip of New Castle county, to raisP. his mill. 
dam and for other purposes," in the place of one of those appointer! by 
said act, who is since dead: and rPmonstrating against the prayer of the 
petition of Benjamin Whiteman and Stephen Doughton. 

On motion of Mr. Betts, 
The said petition was rend and referred to the committee on the petition 

of Messrs. Whiteman and Doughton. 

Mr. Huffington presented the petition of sundry citizens of the town of 
Milford, praying a repeal of the act entitled "An a<'t to repeal the act en
titled 'An additional supplement to an act to restrain persons from suf· 
fering swine to go at large within certain limits." 

On his motion, 
The said petition was read and referred fo a committee of three mem

bers, with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

That committee consists of Messrs. Buffington, Chamberlain and Jef. 
ferson. 

Mr. Clements presented the petition or sundry citizens of Kent rounty, 
praying the Legislature to pass a law for the better regulation of free ne
goes, &c., which, 
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On his motion, 
Was read and referred to the committee on that subject. 

Mr. Collins, chairman of the committee to whom was referred that part 
of the Governor's Inaugural Address which relateR to a change in the 
penal law~, reported a bill entitlt•d "An act to amend the act entitled 'An 
act providing for the punishment of certain crimes and misdemeanors," 
which, 

On his motion, 
Was read. 

On motion of Mr. Black, 
The bill entitled "An act to revoke the charter of the Elk and Christiana 

Turnpike Company," was read a third time by paragraphs, and 

Passed ·the House. 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

Mr. Higgins, chairman of the committee of enrolment, reported the fol
lowing bills and resolution as duly and correctly enrolled, and presented 
the same to the Speaker for his signature, viz:-

"An act to divorce Foster Donovan and his wife Avis Donovan from 
the bonds of matrimony." 

Also, "An act for the relief of Esther Coverdill." 
Also, "An additional supplement to the act entitled 'An act to amend 

the act entitled An act concerning the constitution of the Levy Court and 
Court of Appeal." 

And a ".Joint resolution directing the transmission of certain volumes 
of the laws to the library of Congress." 

Mr.Wright, chairman of the committee to whom was referred that por
tion of the late Governor's Message which relates to an extension of the 
franking privilege, made the following report, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read, viz:-

The committee on so much of the Governor's Message as relates to the 
extending of the franking privilege to the Governors and Secretaries of 
the different States, think that it would not be expedient to l&gislate on 
that subject at this time. 

On motion of Mr. Huffington, 
The said report 

On motion of Mr. Betts, 

W a., adopted. 

The bill entitled "An act to incorporate the Washington Fire Company 
of the city of Wilmington," was read a third time by paragraphs, and 

Pa1111ed the House, 
48 
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By the following vote of yeas and nays, ordered by Mr. Betts, viz:

Yeas-Messrs. Barr, Betts, Black, Chamberlain, Clements, Collins, 
Dale, Frazer, Higgins, Hill, Buffington, Jefferson, Johnson, Marshall, 
Virden, Waples, Wilds, Wright and Mr. Speaker-19. 

Nays-None. 

So the said bill 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

Passed unanimously. 

Mr. Fisher, Clerk of the Senate, being admitted, informed the House 
that the Senate _had concurred in· the passage of the bill entitled "An act 
to continue the reports of adjudged cases, and for other purposes," with 
an amendment in which the concurrence of the House was desired. 

And he withdrew. 

On motion of Mr. Huffington, 
The said amendment was read and concurred in as follows, viz:-

"lN SENATE, February 2, 1841. 
Amend the bill by striking out the second section and substituting the 

following: 
Sec. 2. And be it enacted, That while he continues to discharge thia 

duty, the said Judge shall continue to receive the same increase of hia 
salary as was made by the act of 22d February, 1837, namely, the an• 
nual sum of two hundred dollars in addition to the amount of salary as 
fixed by the act to carry into effect the Amended Constitution and for 
other purposes, passed January 17, 1832, to be paid in the same manner, 

Extract from the Journal, 
G. P. FISHER, Clerk. 

For concurrence." 

Ordered that the Senate be informed thereof. 

Mr. Fisher, Clerk of the Senate, being again admitted, informed the 
House that the Senate had concurred in the passage of the joint resolution 
referring the accounts of the late State Treasurer to the present Auditor 
for re.settlement. 

And he withdrew. 

Mr. Wilds laid on the table the claim against the State of Nathan Pratt, 
for wood furnished for the use of the General Assembly, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read and referred to the committee of claims. 

On motion of Mr. Marshall, 
The amendment proposed by the Senate to the bill entitled "An act to 

amend the act entitled 'An act supplementary to the act entitled •An act 
for the preservation of certain shell fisheries within this State," was 
taken up for consideration and concurred in, in the following words, viz: 
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"IN SENATE, January 30, 1841. 
Amend the bill by striking out the 2d and 3d sections. 

Extract from the Journal. 
G. P. FISHER, Clerk. 

For concurrence.'' 

Ordered that the Senate be informed thereof. 

Mr. Barr submitted the following resolution, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read and adopted, viz:-

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representative.! ef the State 
of Delaware in General A.ssembly met, That the Clerk of the Senate 
cause to be printed for the use of the Legislature, three hundred copies of 
the act entitled "An act to amend the supplement passed January 25th, 
1830, to the act for the establishment of Free Schools," passed at Dover, 
January 29th, 1841; one hundred copies thereof to be at the disposal of 
the members of the Senate, and two hundred copies thereof to be at the 
disposal of the members of the House of Representatives. 

Ordered to the Senat.e for concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Wright, 
The bill entitled "An act to enable Wingate Downs to locate certain 

vacant land in Broad creek hundred, in Sussex county, and to complete 
his title to the same," was read a second time. 

Mr. Wilds presented the petition of numerous citizens of Kent county, 
praying that the sale of spirituous liquors to negroes and mulattoes be re
stricted. 

On motion of Mr. Wilds, 
The said petition was read and referred to a committee of three mem· 

hers, with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 
That committee consists of Messrs. Wilds, Dale and Hill. 

On motion of Mr. Johnson, 
The bill entitled "An act to enable Samuel G. Smith to ,locate certain 

vacant lands in North West Fork hundred in Sussex county, and to com
plete his title to the same," was read a third time by paragraphs, and 

Passed the House. 
Ordered to be returned to the Senate. 

Mr. Chamberlain presented the petition of Samuel E. Thomson and 
others, representatives of Samuel Meeteer, dec'd. of New Castle county, 
praying the passage of a law authorising Joseph Chamberlain, the admi
ni,trator of said deceased, to sell the real estate of said deceased. 

On motion of Mr. Chamberlain, 
The said petition was read and referred to a committee of three mem· 

hers, with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 
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That committee consists of Messrs. Chamberlain, Virden and Wright. 

On motion of Mr . .Johnson, 
The House then adjourned until to-morrow morning at 10 o'clock. 

WEDNESDAY, 10 o'clock A. M., February3, 1841. 

The House assembled pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Collins presented the petition of the citizens of the town of Milford, 
praying an alteration in their charter, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read and referred to a committee of three members, with leave to 

report by bill or otherwise. 
That committee consists of Messrs. Collins, Black and Waples. 
Mr. Wright laid on the table the following resolution, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read, to wit:-

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the State 
of Delaware in General Assembly met, That both Houses of the Legis-
lature will adjourn on the day of February. 

Mr. Clements laid on the table the following resolution; which, 

On his motion, 
\Vas read and adopted, viz:-

Resolved, That a committee of three members be appointed to examine 
the Armory at Dover, and report to this House the condition thereof, by 
resolution or otherwise. 

Messrs. Clements, Barr and Marshall, were appointed said committee. 

On motion of Mr. Marshall, 
The bill entitled "An act rendering certain officers ineligible to re. 

appointment and re-election alternately, and to fix a term to certain offi· 
ces, heretofore held at pleasure," was read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Virden, 
The bill entitled "An act to appropriate the monies in the treasury of 

of this State," was read a second time. 

Mr. Johnson laid on the table tho following resolution, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read and adopted, viz:-
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Resolved, That the members of the Senate may, at their pleasure, take 
seats in the Hall of the House of Representatives, while the said House is 
in session. 

On motion of Mr. Marshall, 
The bill entitled "An act to divorce Mary Griffith and lier husband, 

Samuel Griffith, from the bonds of matrimony," was read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Barr, 
The bill entitled "An act to incorporate the Sisters of Charity of St. 

Peter's, and to grant to said corporation certain lands in Mill creek hun
dred," was read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Buffington, 
The bill entitled "An act authorising the Register for the Probate of 

Wills and granting letters of administration, in and for Kent county, to 
procure a new seal of office and press," was read a third time by para· 
graphs, and 

PaBsed the House. 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

Mr. Collins laid on the table the petition of sundry citizens of Kent 
county, praying the passage of some law for the better regulation of free 
negroes, &c. 

On motion of Mr. Collins, 
The said petition was read and referred to the committee on that sub

ject. 
Mr. Dale presented the petition of sundry citizens of New Castle coun

ty, praying the passage of a law to extend the jurisdiction of justices of 
the peace, &c. 

Mr. Betts also presented a petition signed by sundry citizens of the 
same county, praying a like object. 

Both of which petitions were, 

Upon the motion of the members who presented them, 
Read and referred to the committee already raised on that subject. 

On motion of Mr. Marshall, 
The bill entitled "A supplement to the act entitled 'An act to erect and 

keep in good repair a bridge over Broadkiln creek, where the State road 
crosses the said creek, at a place -called Paynter's Landing," was read a 
second time. 

Mr. Fisher, Clerk of the Senate, being admitted, informed the House 
that the Senate had concurred in the passage of the bill entitled "An act 
to incorporate the Wesleyan Female Collegiate Institute." 

And he withdrew. 

On motion of Mr. Clements, 
The joint resolutions reported by him yesterday, for the appointment 

of a Librarian, &c., were taken up for consideration. 
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On his motion, 
The said resolutions were referred back to the committee who reported 

them. 
Mr. Betts chairmnn of the committee to whom was referred the petition 

of certain citizens of New Castle county, pru ying the passage of a law to 
give certain mech,rnics a lien on work done uy them, reported a bill for 
that purpose entitled "An act securing to mechanics and others, payment 
for their labor and materials in erecting any house, vessel, or other build. 
ing, within the county of New Castle." 

On motion of Mr. Betts, 
The sad bill was read. 

Mr. Higgins chnirman of the committee of enrolment, reported the fol. 
l<:wing bills and resolutious as duly and correctly enrolled, and presented 
the same to the Speaker for his signature, viz:-

" An act to amend the supplement passed January 25, 1830, to the act 
for the establishment of free schools." 

Also "An act to enable John Watkins to locate certnin vacant land 
situate in North \Nest Fork hundred in Sussex county, and to complete his 
title to the same." 

Also "Joint resolutions Cf•nccrnin7 the repeal of the Sub-Treasury Act, 
and the estaulishment of a National Bank." 

Also "Joint resolutions to print 200 copies of the eighth volume of the 
laws of this State." 

And a "Joint resolution concerning the printing of the Geological Re
port." 

Mr. Betts, chairman of the committee to whom was referred the memo
rial of the city counc·il of Wilmington, in relation to the lighting of their 
streets, &c., reported a bill entitled "A further supplement to the act to 
alter and re-estaulish the charter of the borough of Wilmington," which 

On his motion, 
Was read. 

On motion of,l\fr. Marshall, 
The bill entitled "An net to amend the act entitled 'An act for the pre

servation of mill property" was read a third time by paragraphs and 
Passed the House. 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrehce. 

On motion of Mr. Wright, 
The bill entitled "An act to vacate part of an alley and lane in the vi[. 

!age of Georgetown, Sussex county," was read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Buffington, 
The bill entitled "A supplement to the act entitled "An act concerning 

awards, to regulate the summoning and returning of juries, and for less
ening the expense thereof, and for other purposes," was taken up for a 
third reading, und 
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On the question of the passage of the first section of the said bill, 
The House being divided, 
Mr. Huffington demanded the yeas and nays, 
Which were taken and arc as follow, viz:-

Yeas.-Messrs. Barr, Betts, Black, Chamberlain, Clements, Dale, Fra· 
zer, Higgins, Hill, Buffington, Jefferson, Johnson, Marshall, Wilds and 
Wright-15. 

Nays-Messrs. Virden, Waples and Mr. Speaker-3. 

So the first section 
Passed the House. 

And the reading proceeded. 

On the question of the passage of the second section of the said bill, 
The Hou8e being again divided, 
Mr. Huffington demanded the yeas and nays, 
Which were taken and are as follow, viz:-

Yea.~-Messrs. Barr, Betts, Black, Chamberlain, Clements, Collins, 
Dale, Frazer, Higgins, Bill, Buffington, Jefferson, Johnson, Marshall, 
Wilds and Wright-16. 

Nays-Messrs. Virden, Waples and Mr. Speaker-3. 

So the said second section 
Passed the House. 

And the reading proceeded. 

On the question of the final passage of the said bill, 
The House being again divided, 
The Speaker ordered the yeas and nays, 
Which were taken and are as follow, viz:-

Yeas.-Messrs. Barr, Betts, Black, Chamberlain, Clements, Collins, 
Dale, Frazer, Higgins, Hill, Buffington, Jefferson, Johnson, Marshall, 
Wilds and Wright-16. 

Nays.-Messrs. Virden, Waples and Mr. Speaker-3. 

So the said bill 
Passed the House by paragraphs. 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

l\fr. Fisher, Clerk of the Senate, being admitted, informed the House 
that the Senate had concurred in the passage of the the bill entitled "An 
act to amend the act to establish a College at Newark." 

And that the Senate had non-concurred in the passage of the joint re
solutions on the subject of the fourth instalment of the surplus revenue. 

And he withdrew. 

On motion of Mr. Betts, 
The bill entitled "An act to incorporate the Temperance Beneficial As· 

sociation of Wilmington and Brandywine," was read a third time by para-
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graphs and passed unanimously, by the following vote of yeas and nays, 
viz:-

Yeas-Messrs. Barr, BPtts, Blnck, Chnrnberlain, Clements, Collins, 
Dale, Frazer, Higgins, Hill, Huffington, Jefferson, Johnson, Marshall, 
Waples, Wilds, Wright and Mr. Speaker-18. 

Nays-None. 

On motion of Mr. Buffington, 
The bill entitled "An act to amend the act entitled 'An act concerning 

certain crimes and offonces committed by slaves, and for the security of 
slaves properly demeaning themselves," was read a third time by para
graphs, and 

Passed the House. 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Wright, 
The House adjourned until 3 o'clock this afternoon. 

Eodem Die, 3 o'clock, P. M. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Huffington presented the petitions of fifty citizens of Kent and Sus
sex counties, praying a law authorising the formation of a new school 
district in the midst of four other districts, situate partly in Kent and partly 
in Sus&ex counties. 

On motion of Mr. Huffington, 
The said petitions were read and referred to a committee of three mem

bers, with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 
That committee consists of Messrs. Huffington, Betts and Jefferson. 

On motion of Mr. Clements, 
The resolutions reported by him yesterday for the appointment of a Li

brarian, &c. were taken up for consideration. 

Mr. Clements then moved, 
To amend the said resolutions by striking out all th:it part of the first 

resolution between the words "stamped" and the word "and." 

Which motion 
Prevailed. 

On motion of Mr. Clements, 
The blanks in the said resolutions were then filled as follows, viz:-
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The first blank therein with the name of •Joseph Buckmaster.' 
The second with the word •fifty.' 
The third with the name of •Joseph Bt1ckmaster.' 
The fourth with the name of •Joseph Buckmaster.' 
The fifth with the word •thirtv .' 
The sixth with the name of •Joseph Buckmaster.' 
The seventh witti the name of •Joseph Buckmaster,' and 
The eighth with the word 'twenty.' 

On motion of Mr. Clements, 
The resolutions as amended were then read, and 

On his motion, 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 
Adopted. 

Mr. Clements laid on the table the claim against the State of David H. 
Stayton, late sheriff of Kent county, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read and referred to the committee of claims. 

Mr. Marshall moved, 
That the eighth rule of the House be suspended, in order that he might 

introduce a bill. 

Which motion 
Prevailed. 

He then asked, and 

On motion of Mr. Wilds, 
Obtained leave to introduce a bill entitled "A supplement to the act en. 

titled 'An act for the preservation of fish and game in and on the waters 
of the Delaware bay and river, and the streams tributary thereto within 
this State." 

On motion of Mr. Marshall, 
The said bill was read. 

On motion of Mr. Huffington, 
The petitioners to the petition presented last week, praying a law to 

raise by lottery the sum of $3,000, to complete the repairs on the Epis
copal church at Seaford, were allowed leave to withdraw their said peti· 
tion. 

Mr. Clements laid on the table the following joint resolution, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read, viz:-

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatii,e.~ of the State ef 
Delaware, in General Assembly met, That the Secretary of State be, 
and he is hereby instructed to collect carefully all the old Revolutionary 
rolls and papers, label them, and box them up, and preserve them in the 
best possible manner for future reference. 
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Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 
On motion of Mr. Dale, 

Adopted. 

The bill entitled "An act to provide for the instruction of the Indigent 
Deaf and Dumb of this State" was taken up for consideration. 

He then proposed the following amendments to the said bill, viz:
Amend the first section by filling the blank therein with the words 'one 

thousand.' 
Also, amend the third section by filling the blank therein with the word 

'two.' 

On motion of Mr. Dale, 
The said amendments were 
A,nd the bill as amended, was, 

On his motion, 
Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Huffington, 

Adopted. 

The joint resolutions submitted by him some days since, proposing 
such an amendment to the Constitution as will prohibit the passage of 
lottery laws in this State, were taken up for consideration. 

On motion of Mr. Betts, 
The further consideration of the same was postponed until Monday next. 
John W. Houston, Esquire, Secretary of State being admitted, present. 

ed the following communication, together with sundry documents accom· 
panying the same. 

And he withdrew. 

On motion of Mr. Black, 
The communication and documents were read, as follow, to wit:-

OFFICE UF THE SECRETARY OF STA'l'E, ( 

February 3, 1841. 5 
Gentlemen of the I-louse of Representatives:-

By the direction of the Governor, I have the honor herewith to lay be
fore you a written communication from His Excellency the Governor of 
Indiana; a written communication from His Excellency the Governor of 
Alabama, and a written communication from His Excellency the Gover
nor of Pennsylvania; which have been respectively received, with the re· 
quest that the same may be laid before the Legislature of this State. 

l have the honor to be, 
Very respectfully, 

Yours, &c. 
JOHN W. HOUSTON, 

The Honorable the House of Representatives, 
<!f the State of Delmrnre. 

Secretary of State. 
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 

Indianapolis, January 19, 1841. 

The Governor of Delaware :: 
Sir,-In compliance with the request of the General Assembly of tlie 

State of fndiana, I have the honor to transmit a copy of their "Joint Re· 
solution relative to the election of President and Vice-President of the 
United States," and to request that the same may be laid before the Le· 
gislature of Deloiwure. 

Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 

SAMUEL BIGGER • 

.IJ. Joint RP.solution relative to, the election of President: and Vice
President ef the United States. 

Resolved by the General Assembly, of the State of Indiana, That our 
Senators in Congress be instructed, and our Representatives requested'. to 
vote for the p>assage of a law designating the same day throughout the 
United States for the choice of Electors for President and Vice President 
of the O nitedi States, in accordance with the fourth. section of the second 
article of the Constitution. 

Resolved,. That the Governor of this State be requested to transmit a 
copy of this Joint Resolution to each of our Senators and Representatives 
in Congress, and to the Governors of each of the States, with a request 
that it be laid before their respective Legislatures. 

SAM'L. JUDAH, 
Speaker of the House of Rep's. 

SAM'L. HALL, 
President of the Senate. 

Approved, January 19, 1841. 
SAM. BIGGER. 

HARRISBURG, PA. 
January 30, 1841. 

His Excellency 
The Governor of Delaware, 

Srn:-I have the honor to transmit to you as requested, the inclosed 
copy of resolutions adopted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of this Commonwealth, with a request that the same may be laid before 
the Legislature of the State over which you preside. 

V cry respectfully, 
Yours, &e., 

DAVID R. PORTER. 
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RESOLUTIONS RELATIVE TO THE PUBLTC LANDS. 

1. Resolved by the Senate and House ef Representative.~ of tfte 
Commonwealth ef Pennsvlvania in General Assembly met, That our 
Senators in Congress be and they are hereby instructed, and our Repre. 
sentatives requested to resist any an<l all attempts undrer what pretence 
soever the same may be made to deprive the people of this Stale of their 
just proportion of the common inheritance in the Public Lands; and that 
they be, and are hereby further instructed and requested to introduce and 
advocate the passage of a bill providing for the distribution of the proceeds 
of the same among the several States in the ratio of their federal repre. 
sentative population under the census of one thousand eight hundred and 
forty. 

2. Resolved, That our Senators be further instructed, and our Repre· 
presentatives requested, to vote for such re-modification or adjustment of 
the Tariff as may increase the Revenue derived from imports equal to the 
wants of the National Government, so that at no time hereafter, under 
any pretext whatever, shall any money arising from the sales of the Pub
lic Lands, be used by the General Government. 

3. Resolved, That the Governor be requested to cause a copy of these 
Resolutions to be forwarded to each of our Senators and Representatives 
in Congress; and to the Governors of the several States, with a request 
that the same may be laid before their respective State Legi.,latures. 

WM. A. CRABB, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

CHARLES B. PENROSE, 
Speaker ef the Senate. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Tuskaloosa, Jannary 16, 1841. 

Sir,-1 transmit herewith a report and Joint Resolutions of the Gene. 
ral Assembly of the State of i\ labama, n·sponsive to certain resolutions of 
the Legislature of South Carolina in relation to the Georgia and Maine 
controversy, with a request that you will lay the same before the Legis· 
lature of the State over which you preside. 

With perfect respect, 
I am sir, your ob't. serv't. 

His Excellency the 
(;overnor of Delaware. 

A. V. BAGBY. 

The committee on federal relations, to whom was referred certain joint 
re;;olutions of the Legislature of the State of South Carolina, in relation 
to Georgia and Maine controversy, have had the same under considera· 



389 

tion, and beg leave to report :-That after a careful examination of the 
facts and circumstance, set forth in the preamble and to snid joint reso· 
lutions, connected with felonious stealing and carrying the slave Atti
cus by Daniel Philbrook and Edward Kilbrnn, from the State of Georgia, 
and transporting him to the State of Maine, and the refusal of the Execu· 
tive of the State of Maine, to surrender said Philbrook and Kilbron as fu
gitives from justice upon demnnd made by the Governor of Georgia, pur
suant to the provisions of tho Federnl Constitution. They have come to 
the conclusion that the demand made wns legal and proper. rlrnt the 
right was clear under the Constitution a right, and the refusal to surrender 
was inconsi3tent with the co11stitutional obligations of a State. They 
therefore concur in the following resolution3 of State, and recommend 
their adoption by the General Assembly of this State:-

Resolved, That it is tho duty as well as the right of every State, to in
sist on the faithful observance of tho Federal Constitution, and that no 
State can question the exercise of this right. 

Resolved, That to demand the surrender and removal of fugitives from 
justice, is by the Constitution a right, and that the arrest and surrender 
a duty, tho deninl or impnirment of this right is inconsistent with the con
stitutional obligations of a State, and subversive of the peace and good 
government of the other State;,. 

Resolved, That the right if not denied, has been impnired by the nu
thonties of Maine, and that this State will never consent that any State 
shall become an asylum for those who are fugitives from the justice of 
other States. 

Resolved, That this State will make common cause with any State of 
this confederacy, in maintaining its just rights under the guaranty of the 
Constitution of the United States, and should the obligations of this in
strument be disregarded by those whose duty it may be to enforce 
them, it will take council of its co-States of this confederacy, having 
similar interests to protect and similar injuries to redress, in devising 
and adopting such measures as will maintain at every buzzard, these 
rights, and that property, which tho obligations of the compact of union, 
cancelled as they then will be, as to us they have failed in force. 

Resolved, That the Executive of this State be requested to transmit to 
the Executives of the several States, to be laid before their respoctive Le
gislatures, to the President of the United States, and to our Senators and 
Representatives in Congress, a copy of this report, and these resolutions. 

(Signed) J. L. F. COTTRELL, 
President Senate. 

R. A. BAKER, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

Mr. Huffington gave notice that he would to-morrow, call up for its 
final passage, the bill entitled "An act to prevent unnecessary imprison
ment for the execution of judgments in civil cases." 

Mr. Johnson presented a petition from sundry citizens of Mispillion 
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hundred in Kent county, praying that an additional school district may be 
created out of districts Nos. 29, 30, 33 and 35, in said county. 

On motion of Mr. Johnson, 
The said petition was read and referred to the committee appointed by 

resolution tn inquire into the expediency of a general re-organization of 
the school districts of Kent county. 

Mr. Buffington presented a petition of sundry citizens also of Kent 
county, praying that an additional school district may be created in said 
county out of districts Nos. 19, 20, 23 and 24. 

On motion of Mr. Buffington, 
The said petition was read and referred to the committee to whom was 

referred the one last presented. 

On motion of Mr. Betts, 
The bill entitled "A supplement to the act entitled 'An act to incorpo

rate the Wilmington Fire Insurance Company," was read a thil-d time 
by paragraphs, and 

Passed tlte House. 

Ordered to be returned to the Senate. 
Mr. Fisher, Clerk of the Senate, being admitted, informed the House 

that the Senate had non-concurred in the joint resolutions adopted by the 
House for the removal of the remains of Col . .John Haslet. 

And he presented for the concurrence of the House, certain joint reso· 
lutions upon the same subject. 

And he withdrew. 

On motion of Mr. Wright, 
The bill entitled •·An act to enable Eli Layton to locate certain vacant 

land in Dagsboro hundred in Sussex county, and complete his title to the 
same," was read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Black, 
The House adjourned until to-morrow morning at 10 o'clock. 

THURSDAY IO o'clock, A .. M. February 4, 1841. 

The House assembled pursuant to adjournment. 

On motion of Mr. Barr, 
The preamble and resolutions from the Senate, presented for concur

rence yesterday, were taken up for consideration, and read as follow, viz: 

"IN SENATE, February 3, 1841. 
Whereas, the General Assembly entertain in common with the citizens 
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of this State, a great rep:ard for the memory of those of her brave and 
patriotic sons, who di(~d gallantly fighting under the banners of Washing
ton in defence oCthc liberties of thc,ir country, and It being their desire to 
cherish nnd preserve their memory by procuring the removal of their re
mains, whenever they cnn be obtnincd, and dcposi1ing them within !he 
limits of th<'ir own Stntc: And whercns, the remains of Col. John Haslet, 
oommnnder of the Dclnwarc Regiment in the Revolutionary war, who 
fell in January, 1777, nt the battle of Princeton, arc now deposited in the 
city of Philad(:!phia. ThL,rcfore, 

Be it resolved by tlie Senate and House ef Representatives <?f the 
State of Delawai·(: in General Assembly met, That a committee be ap
pointed to consist of two on tbc part of the House, and one on the part of 
the Senate, whose duty it shall be to proceed to Philadelphia, on or about 
the fourth of July ne:vt, and bring his remains from their present deposi
tory, and place them in the burial ground of the Presbyterian church in 
the town of Dover, and to have a suitable monument, with appropriate 
inscriptions and devices prepnrcd Ly a skilful artist, and erected under 
their superintendence and direction over his remains when so deposited. 

Resolved, That the corr.nittee appointed by the foregoing resolution or 
a majority of them, are hereby authorised to draw their orders on the 
State Treasurer for any sum or sums not exceeding in the whole the 
sum of five hundred dollnrs, for the purpose of carrying into effect the 
object of the resolutions aforesaid, and the State Treas1,1rcr be, and he is 
hereby authorised and directed to pay the orders of the said committee so 
drawn on him out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropria
ted; and it shall be the duty of the said committee or a majority of them, 
to make report of their proceedings in the premises to the next biennial 
session of the Legislature, setting forth the expenditures consequent upon 
the execution of their duties under the provisious of this resolution. 

Extract from the Journal, 
G. P. FISHER, Clerk. 

For concurrence." 
Mr. Barr then offered the following amendment to the said resolutions, 

And moved 
The adoption of the same, viz:-

A mend the resolutions by striking out the first resolution and inserting 
in lieu thereof the following:-

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives ef the State qf 
Delaware in General Assembly met, That William Buffington, Gardner 
H. Wright and Charles I. du Pont Le, and they are hereby appointed a 
committee, whose duty it shall be to proceed to the city of Philadelphia, 
before the fourth clay of July next, and bring his remains from their pre
sent depository, and place them in the burial ground of the Presbyterian 
church, in the town of Dover, and have a suitable monument, with appro· 
priate inscriptions and devices, prepared by a skilful artist, and erected 
under their superintendence, over his remains when so deposited. 
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Pending the question for the adoption of said amendment, 

Mr. Dale moved, 
An amendment to the said amenclment, which, 

On his motion, 
\-Vas read, viz:-

Amend the amendment by striking out the two last words in the 7th 
line, and the whole of the succeeding line, and inserting in lieu thereof 
"such location as the nearest relations of the deceased in this State may 
designate." 

Mr. Dale then moved, 
That the said amendment be adopted. 

Which motion 
Wa.~ Lost. 

The question then recurring upon the motion of Mr. Barr, 

The motion 
Prevailed, 

And the amendment 
Was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Barr, 
The preamble and resolutions as amended, were then concurred in by 

the House. 

Ordered, That the Senate be informed thereof, and that their concur. 
rence be desired in the said amendment. 

Mr. Fisher, Clerk of the Senate being admitted, informed the House 
that the Senate had concurred in the passage of the bill entitled "An act 
to enable the owners and possessors of the marsh, meaclow ancl cripple 
on both sides of Swan creek, in Milford hundred, Kent county, to repair 
and raise above the rise of the tide water an old causeway over the mouth 
of said creek, and for other purposes therein mentioned." 

And he withdrew. 
Mr. Huffington laid on the table a memorial of Lowder Layton and 

other citizens of Kent and Sussex counties, protesting against the passage 
of the law prayed for in the petition presented yesterda v, on the subject of 
a proposed alteration of the State road in the town of Milford, and chang· 
ing the location of Milford bridge. Accompanying the said memorial 
was a draft, representing the line of said road, and the location of said 
bridge, &c., for the information of the General Assembly. 

On motion of Mr. Buffington, 
The said memorial was read and referred to the committee to whom 

was referred the snid petition. 

Mr. Barr presented the petition of sundry citizens of New Castle coun· 
ty, praying the passage of a law to abolish imprisonment for debt. 

Messrs. Chamberlain and Higgins, at the same time presented petitions 
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numerously signed, by citizens of the same county, praying a like object. 
All of which were, 

Upon the motion of the respective members who presented them, 
Read and referred to the committee on tbat subject. 

Mr. Barr presented a petition from sundry citizens of New Castle 
c::iunty, praying the Legislature to pass a law to extend the jurisdiction 
of Justices of the Peace to the sum of one hundred dollars, to grant them 
jurisdiction in actions of replevin not above that amount, &c. 

Mr. Higgins also presented a petition from sun<lry citizens of the same 
county, praying a similar object. 

Both of which were, 

Upon the motion of the members respectively who presented them, 
Read and referred to the committee on that subject. 

Mr. Higgins presented a petition from sundry citizens of New Castle 
county, praying the Legi~lature for a repeal of the dog law. 

On motion of Mr. Higgins, . 
The said petition was read and referred to the committee to whom was 

committed the supplement to the act laying a tax on dogs in New Castle 
county. 

]\fr. Collins, chairman of the committee to whom was referred the pe
tition of the citizens of the town of Milfrird, praying an alteration of their 
town charter, reported a bill entitled "An uct to amend the act entitled 
'An act directing the manner of choosing commissioners to regulate and 
repair the streets of Milford, and for other purposes." 

On motion of Mr. Collin,;, 
The said bill was read. 

Mr. Fif'her, Clerk of the Senate, being admitted, informed the House 
that the Senate had non-concnrred in the arnmdment proposed by the 
House to the preamble and resolution"' of the Senate, in relation to the 
removal of the remains of Col. John Haslet. 

And he informed the House also, that the Senate de3ired a committee 
of conference to be appointed on the part of the House, to confer with a 
like committee appointed by the Senate, on the subject of the disagreement 
of the Houses. 

And he withdrew. 

On motion of Mr. Barr, 
The above mentioned request of the Senate was accerlcd to, and the 

Speaker appointed Messrs. Barr, Dale and Wright the committee on the 
part of the House. 

Ordered that the Senate be informed thereof. 

On motion of Mr. Huffing;ton, 
The bill entitled "An act to»prcvent unnecessary imprisonment for the 

execution of judgments in civil cases," was taken up for consideration. 
t'IO 



394 

He then offered the following amendments to said bill, which, 

On his motion, 
Were read and adopted, viz:-
Amend the first section by striking out of the 49th line of the printed 

bill the words "but the same may," and inserting in lieu thereof the words 
"provided the same." 

Amend the same section by striking out in the 50th line thereof, the 
word "five," and insert in lieu thereof the word "ten," also in said line 
by striking out the word "after," and inserting in lieu thereof the word 
"before." 

Add as section 7 the following..section: 
Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That nothing in this act contained, 

shall in any manner impair or lessen the remedy of creditors against the 
bail of their debtors; and all the laws of this State, and the practice of the 
courts under the .same, in relation to proceeding, against bail in civil 
actions, shall be and remain in full force and virtue as heretofore, any 
thing in this act to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Amend the bill by changing the number of section 7 in said bill to sec. 
tion 8. 

Mr. Fisher, Clerk of the Senate, being admitted, informed the House 
that the Senate had concurred in the passage of the bill entitled "A sup· 
plement to the act entitletl 'An act to incorporate the Union Bank of 
Delaware." 

And also in the joint resolution for the printing of 300 copies of the 
bill passed at the present session, entitled "An act to amend the supplement 
passed January 25th, 1830, to the act for the establishment of free 
schools." 

And he withdrew. 

On motion of Mr. Wright, 
The bill entitled "An act to vacate part of an alley and lane in the vil

lage of Georgetown, Sussex county," was read a third time by paragraphs, 
and 

Passed the House. 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

Mr. Marshall, chairman of the committee to whom was referred the pe
tition praying for the appointment of commissioners of wrecks or wreck 
masters, reported a bill entitled "A supplement to the act entitled •An 
act for the more effectual preservation of all such ships or other vessels, 
and the goods thereof, as shall be forced on shore or stranded upon the 
coasts of this State, and for other purposes therein mentioned." 

On motion of Mr. Marshall, 
The said bill was read. 

On motion of Mr. Marshall, 
The bill entitled "A supplement to the act entitled 'An act to erect and 

keep in good repair a b1·idge over Broadkiln creek, where the State road 
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crosses the said creek, at a place called Payntcr's Landing," was read a 
third time by paragraphs, and 

Passed the House. 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Hu!-fington, 
The bill entitled "An act to repeal the act entitled 'An act to repeal 

the act entitled 'An additional supplement to an act to restrain persons 
from suffering swine to go at large within certain limits," was read a se
cond time. 

On motion of Mr. I-foffington, 
The bill entiilcd "An act to authorise the Register for the probate of 

wills and granting letters of administration in and for Sussex county to 
procure a new seal of oflice," was also read a second time. 

On his motion also, 
The House then adjourned until 3 o'clock this afternoon . 

..... >>)M@(<-<---

Eodem Die, 3 o'clock, P. 1lf. 

The House assembled pursuant to adjournment. 

On motion of Mr. Wilds, 
The bill entitled "An act to enable the owners of the marshes, cripp1e 

and low grounds situated upon, and contiguous to .Jamison's Branch, in 
Little Creek and Duck Creek hundreds, to drain and improve the same," 
was read a third time by paragraphs, and 

Passed the House. 
Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

Mr. Fisher, Clerk of the Senate, being admitted, informed the House 
that the Senate had concurn)d in the passage of the bill entitled "An act 
to revoke the charter of the Elk an<l Christiana Turnpike Company." 

Also, in the report and resolutions on the subject of the restriction of 
the eligibility of Presidents of the United States to a single term of four 
years, 

And in the joint resolution instructing the Secretary of State to take 
care of, and preserve the Revolutionary pay and subsistence rolls, &c. 

And he withdrew. 

Mr. Buffington moved, 
That the bill entitled "An act to prevent unnecessary imprisonment 

for the execution of judgments in civil cases," be read a third time by 
paragraphs, in order to its final passage. 
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Which motion 
Prevailed, 

And the several sections of the said bill 

Passed the House in order. 

On the question of the passage of the title, 
The House being again divideu, 
Mr. Marshall demanded the yeas and nays, 
Which were taken and are as follow, viz:-

Yeas-Messrs. Barr, Betts, Black, Chamberlain, Clements, Collins, 
Dale, Frazer, Higgins, Hill, Buffington, Jefferson, Johnson, Wilds, Wright 
and Mr. Speaker-16. 

Nays-Messrs. Marshall, Virden and Waples-3. 

So the said title 
Passed the House. 

On the question of the final passage of the said bill, 
The House being again divided, 
The Speaker ordered the yeas and nays, 
\Vhich were taken and arc as follow, viz:-

Yeas.-'.\fcssrs. Barr, Betts, Black, Chamberlain, Clements, Collins, 
Dale, Frazer, Uiggins, Hill, lluffington, Jeflernon, Johnson, Wilds, Wright 
and Mr. Speakcr-lf5. 

Nays.-Messrs. Marshall, Virden and Waplcs-3. 

So the said bill 
Passed the House. 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

Mr. Higgins moveu, 
That the eighth rule of the House be suspended, in order that he might 

introduce a bill. 

Which motion 
Prevail:;d. 

He then asked, and 

On motion of Mr. Betts, 
Obtained leave to introduce a bill eutitled "An act for the relief of poor 

debtors," which, 

On his motion, 
Was read. 

On motion of Mr. Marshall, 
The bill entitled "An act to divorce Mary Griffith and her husband, 

Samuel Griffith, from the bonds of matrimony," was read a third time by 
paragraphs, and 

PatJaed the House. 
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Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Clements, 
The bill en1itled "An act fur the appointment of a general superint0nd· 

ent of free schools," was read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Wright, 
The bill entitled "An act to incorporate the Lewes Beneficial Society 

of Lewes, Sussex county, Delaware," was taken up for consideration. 
Mr. Wright then proposed an amendment to the said bill in the form of 

an additional section, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read in the following words, to wit:-

Section 5. And be it further enacted, That this act shall be a public 
act. 

On motion of Mr. Wright, 
The said amendment 

And on his motion, 
The bill as amended, was read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Johnson, 

Was adopted. 

The bill entitled "An act to enable Nathan Fleming to locate certain 
vacant land situate in Mispillion hundred, Kent county, and to complete 
his title to the same," was read a third time by paragraphs, and 

Passed the I-louse. 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Black, 
The House then adjourned until to-morrow morning at 10 o'clock. 

:FRIDAY, 10 o'clock, A. ~'If., February 5, 1841. 

The House assembled pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Black laid on the table the claim against the State, of Gales and 
Seaton, for newspapers furnished in the years 1837 and 1839, to certain 
members of the General Assembly. 

And also, the claim of Elijah Cannon, for postage, &c., both of which 
were, 

On motion of Mr. Black, 
Read and referred to the committee of claims. 
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Mr. Chamberlain, chairman of the committee to whom was referred 
the petition of Benjamin Whiteman and Stephen Doughton, reported 

A bill entitled "An additional supplement to the act entitled 'An act to 
enable vVilliam Inskeip of New Castle county, to raise his mill-dam and 
for other purposes therein mentioned." 

On motion of Mr. Chamberlain, 
The said bill was read. 

On motion of Mr. I·Iuffin£:ton, 
The bill entitled "An act f~· the relief of poor debtors," was read a 

second time. 

Mr. HuffinQ:lon then moved, 
That the said- bill be indcfinitcl y postponed. 

The motion being seconcbl; 
Mr. Barr demanded the yeas and nays, 
vVhich were taken aud arc as follow, viz:-

Yeas-Messrs. Buffington, Johnson, Marshall, Waples, Wilds, and 
Mr. Spcakcr-6. ~ 

Nays-Barr, Betts, Black, Chamberlain, Clements, Collins, Frazer, 
Hill, Jefferson, Virden and Wright-I 1. 

So the said motion 
Was lost. 

Mr. Fisher, Clerk of the Senate, being a'.!mitterl, informed the House 
that the Senate had concurred in the passage of the bill entitled "An act 
to incorporate the Temperance Beneficial Association of Wilmington and 
Brandywine." 

And he returned to the Ifousc the letter and report of the Hon. Willard 
Hall, on the subject of free schools. 

And he withdrew. 
Mr. Wilds presented th0 petition of Thorrrns Hays, and also the petition 

of Joshua and W csley Hays, all of Kent county, prayiug the passage of 
acts to enable them to locale two certain tracts of vacant land therein 
mentioned. 

On motion of l\Ir. Wilds, 
The said petitions were read and referred to a committee of three mem

bers, with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 
That committee consists of Messrs. Wilds, Black and Waples. 

On motion of Mr. Chamberlain, 
The bill entitled "An act to incorporate the Sisters of Charity of St. 

Peter's, and to grant to said corporation certain lands in Mill creek hun
dred," was read a third time by paragraphs, and 

Passed unanimously, 
By the following vote of yeas and nays, ordered by Mr. Chamberlain, 

·viz:-



Yeas-Messrs. Barr, Betts, Black, Chamberlain, Clements, Collins, 
Frazer, Hill, Huflington, Jefferson, Johnson, Mar~hall, Virden, Waples, 
Wilds, Wright and Mr. Speaker-17. 

Nay.~-None. 

Ordered to be returned to the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. Wright, 
The bill entitled "An act to authorise the Register for the probate of 

wills and grunting letters of administration in and for Sussex c:ount), to 
procure a new seal of office," was read a third time by paragr.iphs, and 

Pa8sed the House. 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Collins, 
The bill entitled "An act to amend the act entitled 'An act directing the 

manner of choosing commissioners to regulate and repair the streets of 
Milford, and for other purpose;;," was read a second time by its title. 

Mr. Johnson presented the petition of sundry citizens of Kent county, 
praying the passage of some law for tho bettor regulation of free negroes, 
&c. 

On motion of l\fr. Johnson, 
The said petition was read and referred to the committee on that sub

ject. 
Mr. Fisher, Clerk of the Senate being admitted, informed the House 

that the Senate had concurred in the passage of the bill entitled "An act 
to renew the act entitled 'An act to incorporate the vVashington Benefi· 
cial Society of Wilmington, Delaware, for the relief of the members there
of, their widows and orphan children." 

And he informed the Ilousc that the Senate had concµrred in the pas
sage of the joint resolutions for the appointment of a Librarian, &c., with 
an amendment, in which the concurrence of the House was desired. 

And he withdrew. · 

Mr. Betts gave notice that he would to-morrow ask leave to bring in a 
bill to be a supplement to the General Election 'law. 

On motion of Mr. Virden, 
The bill entitled "An net to appropriate the monies in the treasury of 

this State," was read a third time by paragraphs and 
Passed the House. 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Collins, 
The bill entitled "An act to amend the act entitled 'An act providing 

for the punishment of certain crimes and misdemeanors," was read a 
second time. 

Mr. Buffington then moved, 
To amend the said bill by striking out the third section. 



400 

The House being divided upon the question, 
Mr. Buffington demanded the yeas and nays, 
W'hich were takl'n, and arc as follow, viz:-

Yea,s-Barr, Bells, Black, Cbarnbcrlain, Clements, Frazcr, Hill, Huf· 
fington, Jcfforson, Johuson, Marshall, Virden, Waples, Wilds, Wright, 
and Mr. Spcc1ker-l6. 

Nays-Mr. Collins-I. 

So the said third section was stricken out. 
Mr. Fisher, Cl1crk of the Senate being admitted, presented for the con· 

currence of the House a bill entitll'd "A further supplement to the act en· 
titled 'An act to alter and re-establish the charter of the Borough of Wil. 
mington." 

And he withdrew. 

On motion of Mr. Betts, 
The said bill w,1s read. 
i\1 r. du Pont, a member of the Senatf\ being admitted, presented for 

the signature oft he Speaker sundry enrolled bills. 
And he withdrew. 

On motion of Mr. Black, 
The House then adjourned until 3 o'clock this afternoon. 

Eodem Die, 3 o'c!oc!r. P . .7Jf 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

On motion of Mr. Black, 
The amendment proposed by the Senate to the joint resolutions for the 

appointment of a Librarian, was taken up for consideration, and read as 
follows, viz:-

"IN SEN A TE, February 5, 1841. 
Amrnd the resolutions by striking out the name of "Joseph Buckmas

ter" whenever it occurs, and in3erting in lieu thereof the name of "Hen. 
ry Eubanks." 

Extract from the Journal. 

Fo1· concurrence.'' 
G. P. FISHER, Clerk. 

On motion of Mr. Black, 
The said amendment was then concurred in by the House. 

Ordered that the Senate be informed thereof. 
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On motion of Mr. Huffington, 
The bill entitled "A supplement to the act entitled 'An act concerning 

defects in legal proceedings," was taken up for consideration. 

Mr. Huffington then offered the following amendments to the said bill, 
which, 

On his motion, 
Were read and adopted, viz:-
Amend the uill by adding to the first section the following words: "or 

the court may in its discretion, and upon such terms as it shall consider 
just, order a juror to be drawn, and either postpone or continue the 
cause." 

Amend the bill by adding a second section, as follows:-

Sec, 2. And be it furth.er enacted, That from any order or decision of 
the court, refusing or permitting an amendment during the trial, in case 
of a variance betWe<.'n the record und any written, printed or other evi· 
dence, the party aggrieved shall be entitled to a writ of error as upon 
other judgments of the court, or may have remedy by motion for a new 
trial, or for non-suit, or other motion which will bring such decision in 
review before the court itself; and the court may in its discretion, on the 
application of either party, reserve such motion for hearing before all the 
judges in the Court of Errors and Appeals. 

Mr. Wilds presented the petition of sundry citizens of Kent c!ounty, 
praying the Legislature to pass a law extending the jurisdiction of justices 
of the peace, &c. 

On motion of Mr. Wilds, 
The said petition was read and referred to the committee on that sub. 

ject. 

On motion of Mr. Wright, 
The bill entitled "An act to enable Abraham Dazey, of Sussex county, 

to locate certain lands, situate in Baltimore hundred, and to complete his 
title to the same," was read a second time by its title. 

On motion of Mr. Marshall, 
The bill entitled "A supplement to the act entitled 'An act for the pro· 

tection of fish and game in and on the waters of the Delaware Bay and 
river, and the streams tributary thereto, within the limits of this State," 
was read a second time by its title. 

On motion of Mr. Wright, 
The bill entitled "An act to ennble Eli Layton to locate certain vacant 

land situate in Dagsboro hundred, in Sussex county, and complete his 
title to the same," was read a third time by paragraphs, and 

Passed the Ho'/Ue. 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

Mr. Clements laid on the table the claim against the State, of Charles 
51 
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Marim, Esq., late Secretary of State, with a written communication ex. 
planatory thereof. 

On motion of Mr. C'ements, 
The same was read and referred to the committee of claims. 

Mr. Clements moved, 
That the bill entitled "An act for the appointment of a general super

intendent of free schools," be taken up for a third reading. 
Before the question was put, 

Mr. Virden moved, 
That the said bill be laid on the table. 
The House being divided upon the question, 
The Speaker demanded the yeas and nays, 
Which were taken and are as follow, viz:-

Ye<1,s.-Messrs. Barr, Betts, Black, Collins, Marshall and Virden-6. 
Nays-Messrs. Chamberlain, Clements, Frazer, Hill, Buffington, Jef. 

ferson, Johnson, Waples, Wright and Mr. Speaker-IO. 

So the House refused to lay the said bill on the table. 
The question for the third reading of the said bill was then put and 

carried in the affirmative. 

On the question of the passage of the third section of the said bill, 
The House being divided, 
Mr. Buffington demanded the yeas and nays, 
Which were taken and are as follow, viz:-

Yeas.-Messrs. Barr, Betts, Black, Clements, Frazer, Hill, Huffington, 
Jefferson, Johnson, Waples and Mr. Speaker-II. 

Nays.-Messrs. Chamberlain, Collins, Marshall, Virden and Wright-
5. 

So the said third section Passed the ]louse. 

And the said bill, being read by paragraphs, 
Passed the House. 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Betts, 
The bill entitled "A further supplement to the act to alter and rc-estab. 

ablish the charter of the borough of Wilmington," was read a second time. 
Mr. Betts then offered the following amendment to the said bill, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read and adopted, viz:-
Strike out all after the words "in writing," in the second section, and 

insert the following: "of the owners of the major part of the ground front· 
ing on said street or streets, the admeasu rcmcnt of said ground to be taken 
in feet, parallel with the curbstone." 
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On motion of Mr. Johnson, 
The oill entitled "An act to enable William W. _Dulaney, of Sussex 

county, to survey and locate certain vacant land, and to complete his title 
to the same," was read a second time by its title. 

Mr. Fisher, Clerk of the Senate being admitted, informed the House 
that the Senate had appointed Messrs. Spruance and Naudain the, com· 
mittee of conference· on the part of the Senate, to confer with the commit
tee appointed yesterday by the House, on the subject of the disagreement 
of the two Houses to the amendment proposed by the House to the joint 
resolution of the Senate, providing for the removal of the remains of 
Col. John Haslet. 

And he withdrew. 

On motion of Mr. Barr, 
The joint resolutions offered by him some time since for the appoint

ment of a joint committee to meet at Dover in January 1842, to settle 
with the State Treasurer, receive the Auditor's Report, &c., were taken 
up for consideration. 

Mr. Chamberlain then moved, 
To fill the first blank in the said resolutions with the names of Samuel 

Barr, Alexander Johnson and William Hill. 
And also to fill the second blank in the said resolutions with the names 

of Presley Spruance ancl Andrew S. Naudain. 

Which motion 
Prevailed. 

Mr. Buffington moved, 
That the House do now adjourn until Monday morning at 10 o'clock. 

The House being divided, 
Mr. Barr demanded the yeas and nays, 
Which were taken and are as follow, viz:-

Yeas-Messrs. Barr, Collins, Hill and Huffington-4. 
Nays-Messrs. Betts, Black, Chamberlain, Clements, Frazer; Jefferson, 

Johnson, Virden, Waples, Wright and Mr. Speaker-11. 

So the House refused to adjourn until Monday next at 10 o'clock. 

On motion of Mr. Hill, 
The House then adjourned until 10 o'clock to-morrow morning. 

SATURDAY, 10 o'clock, A. M., February 6, 1841. 

The Ilousc met pursuant to adjournment. 



On motion of Mr. Chamberlain, 
The bill entitled 'An additional supplement to the act entitled 'An net 

to enable William Ioskeip, of New Castle county, to raise his mill-dam, 
and for other purposes therein mentioned," was read a second time by its 
title, 

Mr. Barr moved, 
That the eighth rule of the House be suspended in order that he might 

introduce a bill. 

Which motion 
Prevailed. 

He then asked, and 

On motion of Mr. Betts, 
Obtained leave to introduce a bill entitled "An act to repeal the prohi

bition against the Chancellor or any Judge purchasing stock in any bank 
in this State." 

On motion of Mr. Barr, 
The said bill was read. 
In pursuance of notice given yesterday, 
Mr. Betts asked, and 

On motion of Mr. Wright, 
Obtained leave to introduce a bill entitled "A further supplement to the 

act entitled 'An act regulating the General Election." 

On motion of Mr. Betts, 
The said bill was read. 
Mr. Clements la0id on the table the claim against the State, of John H. 

Elligood, agent of 'The Reformer' newspaper, for printing. 

On motion of Mr. Clements, 
The said claim was read and referred to the committee on claims. 
Mr. Wright presented the petition of sundry citizens of Sussex county, 

praying an act to incorporate a company to establish a steamboat line be· 
tween the Delaware Breakwater and Philadelphia. 

On motion of Mr. Wright, 
The said petition was read and referred to a committee of three mem· 

hers, with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 
That committee consists of Messrs. Wright, Frazer and Chamberlain. 

On motion of Mr. Marshall, 
The bill entitled "A supplement to the act entitled 'An act for the more 

effectual prese1vation of all such ships or other vessels and the goods 
thereof, as shall be forced on shore or standed upon the coasts of this State, 
and for other purposes therein mentioned," was read a third time by pa. 
ragraphs, and 

Passed the House. 
Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 
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Mr. Barr presented the petition of sundry citizms of New Castle coun
ty, praying the Legislature to extend rhe juri~dicrion of Justircs of the 
Peare, to sums not exceeding ont-) hundred dollars, &c. 

And he at the same time pre~Pnted a petition of sundry ci1izr,ns or the 
same county, praying the Legislature to abolish imprisonment for deot; 
both of which said petitions were, 

On motion of Mr. Barr, 
Read and referred to the committees on those subjects respectively. 

Mr. Betts presented the petition of sundry citizens of New Castle coun· 
ty, of a similar import to the one last presented. 

And he presented a petition signed by sundry citizens of the same 
county, praying the Legislature to extend the jurisdiction of Justices of 
the Peace to sums not exceedmg one hundred dollars, &c., both of which 
were, 

On his motion, 
Read and referred to the appropriate committees. 

Mr. Betts also at the same time, presented a petition from certain citi· 
zens of the city of Wilmington, praying for certain alterations in the char
ter of that city. 

On motion of Mr. Betts, 
The said petition was read. 

Mr. Clements, chairman of the committee appointed to inspect the pub
lic armory, public arms, &c., made the following report, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read, to wit:-
The committee to whom was referred the examination of the armory of 

the State of Delaware, situate at the town of Dover, beg leave to Report: 
That they have performed that service, and on examination, say that the 
house in which the arms and accoutrements are deposited is in a dilapi
dated state, the glass broken out of the windows, and should be repaired. 
The house has been used as a depository for lime, which has been scat
tered all over it, to the great damage of all of the accoutrements that are 
composed of leather, and your committee are of opinion the same should be 
cleaned. 

Your committee examined the muskets: those on the racks are much 
rusted and damaged; those that are boxed up, your committee did not ex
amine, but expect them to be in good condition. 

Your committee find in the upper room of the armory a considerable 
quantity of accoutrements, mostly of leather, which they think should be 
cleaned, oiled, and boxed up in a careful manner, to be preserved. 

Your committee .further report, that they have been informed that a 
number of musket& have been distributed to militia officers and others by 
former sheriffs, who have taken bonds for the return of said arms, but 
they do not know the fact. 
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The committee recommend the adoption of the following resolutions:

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives <?f the State 
of Delaware in General A.ssembly met, That the sheriff of Kent county 
be and hr. is hct'(•by instructed, to have the house, in which the public 
arms arc deposited, so n paired as to keep them <lry; an<l have all tha 
muskets that arc not boxed np, cleaned and boxed up in a careful man
ner, the house cleansed of lime, and the accoutrements in the upper sto
ry which consist of leather, to be oiled and put up in boxes that they may 
be prescrvC'd. 

And be it further resolved by tlic author·ity aforesaid, That the said: 
sheriff uf Kent be instructed to make diligr,nt inquiry of former sheriffs if
they lrnve any bonds or other obligations for the return of any arms or 
accoutrements belonging to the said armory, and to execute the law faith, 
fully, in order to secure the return of all the arms in his power. 

And be it further resofocrl by the autlwrit:IJ 1:fore.~aid, That the said 
sheriff of K0nt ;;hnll be allowed a reasonable sum to compensate for re
pairs and expenses, not to cxcred the sum of fifty dollars. 

And be it further resolved b!J the authority afore.mid, Th11t the sher· 
ills of New Castle and Sussex eounties be, and they are hereby directed· 
and required, to pay strict attention to the law on the subject of the armo
ry of their respective counties, and keep the arms and accoutrements in 
good condition, and collect and call in all that they can. 

On motion of Mr. Clements, 
Tho said report and resolutions were Adopted. 

Ordered that the said rcsolu\ions be presented to the Senate for con
currence. 

Mr. Wright, chairman of the committee to whom was reforred the peti
tion of Joseph Wells of Sussex county, for a grant of vacant land, reported 

A bill entitled "An act to enable Joseph \Velis to locate certain vacant 
land sitnatud in Broad Creek hundred, in Sussex county, and to complete 
his title to the same." 

On motion of Mr. Wright, 
The said bill was read. 

Mr. Fisher, Clerk of the ScnatP, licing wlmitted, presented for the con
curn~nce of the House, a bill entitled "A supplement to tlie act entitled 
•An act regulating marriage," 

And he informed tho House that the Senate had concurred in the pas
sage of the bill entitled "An act authori,;ing tho Register for the Probate 
of Wills arid granting letters of administration, in and for Kent county, 
to procure a new seal of office and press." 

And also in the joint resolution appointing a committee to meet at Dover 
in Januarv 1842, to settle with the State Treasurer, &c., with an amend
Jnent in ~hich the concurrence of the House was desired. 

And he withdrew, 
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On rnotion of Mr. Bullington, 
The said amendment was read and concurred in as follows, viz:-

" 1 N SENATE, February 5, 1841. 
Amend the resolutions in the first paragraph by striking out the name 

of Andrew S. Nauduin, and inserting in lieu thereof the name of Abra
ham Boys. 

Extract frorn the Journal. 
G. P. FISHER, Clerk. 

For concurrence.'' 

Ordered that the Senate be informed thereof. 

On motion of Mr. II uffing:ton, 
The hill sent from the Sena!~;, entitled "A supplement to the act entitled 

•An act regulating marriage," was rend. 

Mr. Cnamberlaiu prPsented a petition from sunrlry citizens of New Castle 
county, praying that an inquiry may be instituted with a view to ascertain 
the quantity of spirituous liquors consumed in this State yearly. 

On motion of Mr. Chamberlain, 
The said petition was read and referred to the committee raised on that 

subject. 

On motion of Mr. Collins, 
The bill f•ntitled "An act to amend the act entitled •An act providing 

for the punishment of certain crirne:s and misdemeanors," was taken up 
for consideration. 

Mr. Collins then moverl, 
To amend the said bill by adding the following to the end of the first 

section, viz:-

"Any law to the contrary notwithstanding." 

Which motion 
Prevailed. 

And the first section of the said bill was amended. 

On motion of Mr. Marshall, 
The bill entitled "A supplement to the act entitled 'An act for the pro

tection of fish and game in and on the waters of the Delaware bay and 
river, anc.l the strearns tributary thereto within the limits of this State," 
was read a third time by paragraphs, and 

Passed the House. 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

Mr. Wright gave notice that he would on Monday next, ask leave to 
bring in a bill for the clearing out of Inlet creek, in Sussex county. 

On motion of Mr. Wright, 
The House then adjourned until Monday moming, at 10 o'clock. 
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MONDAY, 10 o'clock, A. M. February 8, 1841. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

On motion of Mr. Waples, 
The bill entitled "An act to enable John D. Rodney and Jacob Forset~ 

of Sussex county, to erect a mill-dam across the head waters of Love's 
Creek, called Bundick's Branch, the boundary line between Lewes and 
Rehoboth, and Indian river hundreds, SussPX county, at the place therein 
mentioned, and to erect a saw mill-thereon," was taken up fur conside
ration, and committed to the committee who reported it, with a view to 
amendment. 

On motion of Mr. Chamberlain, 
The bill entitled "An additional supplement to the act entitled 'An act to 

enable William lnskeip of New Castle county, to raise his mill-dam and 
for other purposes therein mentioned," was read a third time by para
graphs, and 

Passed the House. 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Huffington, 
The bill eutitled "An additional supplement to the act for establishing 

the boundaries of the town of Dover, and for other purposes therein men
tioned," was read a second time. 

Mr. Huffington then offered the following amendments to the said bill, 
which, 

On his motion, 
Were read and adopted, viz:-

Amcnd the 4th section of the said bill by inserting in the 13th line 
thereof, after the words "one hundred dollars," the words "exclusive of 
the tax on dogs hereinafter provided for." 

Also, amend the said section by adding thereto the following, viz:-

The town committee shall have power, and it shall be their duty, to 
direct the town assessor in making his assessment of property tai,:able 
within the town limits, to include therein all dogs owned or kept within 
the said town; and the owner or keeper of any dog or dors, so included 
within said assessment, shall be liable to pay a yearly tax of fifty cents 
for one dog, and the additional sum of one dollar for each and every dog 
more than one. An assessment of dogs shall be made during the present 
year, and each and every year hereafter; and the collector's powers in the 
collection of taxes on dogs, shall be the snme as those conferred upon him 
by the act to which this is an additional supplement for the collection of 
town taxes. The said town committee shall also have power to appoint 
a wood corder fot· said town, who shall be allowed for putting up and 
measuring fire wood, the rate of ten cents a cord, to be paid by the buyer 
and seller in equal parts. The said wood corder shall be removable at 
the pleasure of said committee. 
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On motion of Mr. Johnson, 
The bill entitled "An act to enable William W. Dulaney, of Sussex 

county, to survey and locate certain vacant lands, and complete his title 
to the same," was read a third time by paragraphs, and 

Ordered to be returned to the Senate, 

On motion of Mr. Betts, 

Passed the House. 

The bill entitled "A supplement to the act entitled •An act to alter and 
re.establish the charter of the Borough of Wilmington," was read a second 
time. 

Mr. Fisher, Clerk of the Senate, being admitted, informed the House 
that the Senate had concurred in the passage of the bill entitled "An act 
to enable Eli Layton to locate certain vacant land, situate in Dagsboro 
hundred, in Sussex county, and complete his title to the same." 

And he withdrew. 

Mr. Wright laid on the table the petition of sundry citizens of Sussex 
county, praying the pal!lsage of a law to give a bounty on the scalps of 
foxes. 

On motion of Mr, Wright, 
The said petition was read and referred to a committee of three mem

bel'!l, with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 
That committee consists of Messrs. Wright, Johnson and Black, 

On motion of Mr. Dale, 
The bill entitled "An act to provide for the instruction of the Indigent 

Deaf and Dumb of this State" was read a third time by paragraphs, and 

Passed the House-

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Wright, 
The bill entitled "An act to incorporate the Lewes Beneficial Society 

of Lewes, Sussex county, Delaware," was read a third time by para· 
graphs and 

Passed tlie House unanimously, 

By the following vote of yeas and nays, ordered by Mr. Wright: 

Yeas-Messrs. Barr, Betts, Black, Chamberlain, Clements, Collins, 
Dale, Frazer, Huffington, Jefferson, Johnson, Virden, Waples, Wilds, 
Wright and Mr. Speaker-16. 

Nays-None. 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

In pursuance of notice given on Saturday, 
Mr. Wright asked, and 

i2 
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On motion of Mr. Black, 
Obtained leave to introduce a bill entitled "An act to appoin• commis

sioners to cleanse and drain Inlet creek, in Baltimore hundred, in Sussex 
county." 

On motion of Mr. Wright, 
The said bill was read. 

Mr. vV right, chairman of the committee to whom was referred the pe· 
tition praying for the incorporation of a Steamboat Company between the 
Delaware Breakwater, at Lewes, Sussex county, and Philadelphia, re
ported a bill entitled "An act to incorporate the Breakwater, Lewes and 
Philadelphia Steamboat Company." 

On motion of Mr. Wright, 
The said bill was read. 

Mr. Buffington moved, 
That the eighth rule of the House bf! suspended, in order that he might 

introduce a bill. 

Which motion 
Prevailed. 

He then asked, and 

On motion of Mr. W1·ight, 
Obtained leave to introduce a bill entitled "An act declaring certain acts 

public acts." 

On motion of Mr. Huffington, 
The said bill was read. 

On motion of Mr. Wright, 
The House then adjourned until 3 o'clock this afternoon. 

Eodem Die, 3 ,:,'c!ock. P. M 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Marshall moved, 
That an additional member be added to the committee of enrolment, 

Which motion 
Prevailed. 

And Mr. Johnson was appointed. 

On motion of Mr. Wright, 
The bill entitled "An act to enable Wingate Downs to locate certain 
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vacant land in Broad creek hundred, in Sussex county, and to complete 
his title to the same," was read a third time by paragraphs and 

Passed the House. 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

Mr. Huffingron, chairman of the committee appointed by resolution, on 
the subject of fees, on behalf of the majority thereof, reported a bill enti
tled "An act concerning fees." 

On motion of Mr. Huffington, 
The said bill was read. 

Mr. Buffington moved, 
That the eighth rule of the House be suspended in order that he might 

introduce a bill. 

Which motion 
Prevailed. 

He then asked, and 

On motion of Mr. Wright, 
Obtained leave to introduce a bill entitled "An act in relation to mar

riage contracts." 

On motion of Mr. Huffington, 
The said bill was read. 

Mr. Clements presented a memorial from surnlry citizens of Kent coun
ty, praying a law to prohibit the drawing of lotteries and sale of lottery 
tickets within this State. 

And he at the same time presented a petition from sundry citizens also 
of Kent county, in favor of the establishment of a penitentiary; both of 
which were, 

On his motion, 
Read and referred to the committees on those subjects respectively. 

On motion of Mr. Marshall, 
The bill entitled "An act rendering certain officers ineligible to re

appointment and re-election alternately, and to fix a term to certain offi
ces, heretofore held at pleasure," was taken up for a third reading. 

And on the question of the passage of.the first section, 
The House being divided, 
The Speaker ordered the yeas and nays, 
Which were taken and arc as follow, viz:-

Yeas.-None. 
Nays.-Messrs. Barr, Betts, Black, Chamberlain, Clements, Collins, 

Dale, Frazer, Buffington, Jefferson, Marshall, Virden, Waple~, ·wilds, 
Wright and Mr. Speaker-16. 

So the said hilt lV us lost by tt unan-irnou., ·vote. 
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On motion of Mr. Collins, 
The bill entitled "An act to amend the act entitled 'An act providing 

for the punishment of certain crimes and misdemeanors," was read a 
third time by paragraphs and 

Passed the House. 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

Mr. Dale, chairman of the committee to whom was referred the peti, 
tions for an extension of jurisdiction of justices of the peace to sums not 
exceeding one hundred dollar~, &c., reported a bill entitled "A suppl_ement 
to the act entitled 'An act providing for the recovery of small debts." 

On motion of Mr. Dale, 
The said bill was read. 

On motion of Mr. Betts, 
The bill entitled "An act securing to mechanics and others, payment 

for their labor and materials in erecting any house, vessel, or other build. 
ing, within the county of' New Castle," was read a second time. 

Mr. Frazer presented the petition of 44 citizens of Kent county, praying 
the passage of some law for the better regulation of free negrocs, &c. 

On motion of Mr. Frazer, 
The said petition was read and referred to the committee on that sub

ject. 

On motion of Mr. Betts, 
The bill entitled "A further supplement to the act entitled "An act 

regulating the General Election," was read a second time. 
Mr. Wilds laid on the table the claim against the State, of William H. 

Cooper, Recorder of Deeds of Kent county, for recording the returns of 
the election for Governor. 

On motion of Mr. Wilds, 
The same was read and referred to the committee of claims. 

Mr. Johnson laid on the table the memorial of sundry citizens of the 
town of Milford, in Kent county, remonstrating against the prayerofa 
petition presented last week for an extension of the limits of said town. 

On motion of Mr. Johnson, 
The said memorial was read and referred to the committee on the said 

petition. 

On motion of Mr. Buffington, 
The bill entitled "An act to repeal the act entitled 'An additional sup

plement to an act to restrain persons from suffering swine to go at large 
within certain limits," was read a third time by p:uagraphs, and 

Passed the House. 
01·dered to the Senat.c for concurrence. 

Mr. Marshall, from the committee of enrolment, reported the following 
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bill as duly and correctly enrolled, and presented the same to the Speaker 
for his signature, to wit:-

" A supplement to the act entitled 'An act to enable the ownPrs and 
possessors of the meadow, marsh and cripple, lying on both sicfos of the 
Northwest Branch ot' Duck Creek, emptying into the main branch of 
Duck Creek, below the Eagle's Nest Landing, dfoctually to embank 
and drain the same, and keep the banks, dams, sluices, canals and drains 
in repair, and to raise a fund to def'ray the expense thereof." 

:Mr. Virden presented the petition of sundry citizens of Kent county, 
praying the passage of' some law to compel hirelings to perform faithfully 
their contracts of hiring. 

On motion of Mr. Virden, 
The said petition was read and referred to a committee of three mem

bers, with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 
That committee consists of Messrs. Virden, Jefferson and Barr. 

On motion of Mr. Frazer, 
The House then adjourned until to-morrow morning at 10 o'clock. 

TUESDAY, 10 o'clock A. M., February 9, 1841. 

The House assembled pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Higgins, chairman of committee on the application of the New 
York Historical Society, reported the following joint resolution, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read, viz:-

Resolved by tlie Senate and House of Representatives of tlie State of 
Delaware, in General Assembly met, That the Secretary of State b,; 
and he is hereby authorised and directed, to furnish the Historical Society 
of New York, established in the city of New York, from time 10 time 
with single copies of all the Journals, Laws, Reporls, and other proceed
ings of a public nature, which may be hereafter publi;;hed by order of the 
Legislature of this State, together with complete copies of such as have 
been already published; and that the ,mid copies be furnished to the said 
society in bound volumes, provided they can be so furnished without in
curring additional expense in procuring them; and provided also, they 
can be supplied without impairing the necessary serie$ of those that are 
now on hand. 

Mr.Wright presented the petition of sundry citizens of Sussex county, 
praying that the bridge over Lewes creek, at the town of Lewes, may be 
made a county bridge, and kept up at the expense of the county. 
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On motion of Mr. Wright, 
The said petition was read and referred to a committee of three mem

bers, with kavc to report by bill or otherwise. 

That committee consists of Messrs. Wright, Collins and Black. 

Mr. Higgins, chairman of the committee of enrolment, reported the fol
lowing bills as duly und corwetly enrolled, and presented the same to 
the Speaker for his signature, viz:-

" An act to enable Samuel G. Smith to locate ce:,rtain vacant land in 
North West Fork hundred in Sussex county, and to complete his title to 
the same," and 

"A supplement to an act entitled 'An act to incorporate the \Vilming
ton Fire lwrnrance Company." 

On motion of Mr. Betts, 
The bill entitled "A further supplement to the act entitled 'An act re

gulating the General Election," was read a third time by paragraphs, 
and 

Passed the Jiouse. 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

Mr. Fisher, Clerk of the Senate being admitted, informed the House 
that the Sena!(\ had concurred in the passage of the bill entitled "An act 
to enable Nath.in Fleming to locate certain vacant land, situate in Mis
pillion hundred, Kent county, and to complete his title to the same." 

And be withdrew. 

]\fr. Johnson presented two petitions from sundry citizens of Kent coun
ty, praying for a redivision of the said county into school districts. 

On rnotiuu of i\Ir. Johnson, 
The said petitions were read and referred to the committee appointed 

to consider that snbjeet. 

The Speaker laid on the table a communication from Ilrmaiah Tharp, 
o_f Kent county, in relation to the ,mrne matter, and in favor of a re-divi
s10n. 

On motion of Mr. Huffington, 
The said cornrnuuication was read. 

On motion of Mr. Clcrnents, 
The other two members of the Kent county delegation in the House, to 

wit: Messrs. Virden and Collins, were added to the committee to consider 
the subject of the redivision of Kent county into school districts. 

On motion of Mr. Buffington, 
The bill entitled "An additional supplement to the act for establishing 

the boundaries of the r.own of Dover, and for other purposes therein men, 
tioned," was read a third time by paragraphs, and 

Passed tlte House. 

Ordered to the Scnat•J for concurrence. 
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Mr. Johnson presented two petitions from citizens of Kent county, re• 
siding within the limits of school districts, Nos. 38 and 39, praying that 
,an additional district be created within the limit;; of those two districts. 

On motion of Mr. Johnson, 
The said petition was read and referred to the committee to consider 

the subject of the re-division of Kent county into school districts, with 
leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. Chamberlain, chairman of the committee to whom was referred so 
much of the late Governor's Message as refers to the sul~ject of the health 
laws of this State, reported a hill entitled "A further supplement to an act 
en tit led 'An act to prevent infectious diseases being brought to this State, 
:and for other purposes." 

On motion of Mr. Chamberlain, 
The said bill was read. 

Mr. Dale, chairman of the committee to whom was committed the bill 
en titler! "A supplement to an act entitled 'An act layiug a tax on dogs in 
New Castle county, passed at Dover, Fchrnar:v 21st. one thousand eight 
hundred and thirty-nine," reported the said bill back to the House with 
sumlry amendments, which, 

On motion of Mr. Dale, 
\Vere read and adopted, as follows, viz:-

lst. Strike out all the remaining part of the first section after the word 
"person," occurring in the sixth line of said ;,ection, and annex in lieu there
of the following, to wit: "who shall wilfollv nC'glcct to rnnkc return to the 
assessor of any dog or dogs belonging to. hirri'or her, upon proof of the 
same being made to the assessor by the testimony of one or more respec· 
table witnesses, it shall be his duty to assess the owner of such dog or 
dogs with double the amount of tax provided for by the act to which this 
is a supplement." 

2d. Strike out the words occurring in the fifth line of the second section 
"shall be convicted," and insert the words "satisfactory proof shall be 
produced," also strike out the two last lines of the second section and annex 
the words "but in no case shall the owner or owners of sheep receive any 
remuneration for sheep destroyed by his or bet· own dog or dogs, neither 
shall the provisions of this act extend to drovers or other persons bringing 
or driving sheep into New Castle county for sale. 

3d. Add after the word "hunrlrcd." occurring in the fifth line oft he fourth 
section, the following word~ "provided always, that in no case shall the 
said appraisers value or appraise any sheep to be worth more than four 
dollars per hear!. 

4th. Amend by adding an additional section, to wit: Section 8, Be -it en· 
acted, That the act to prevent injury by dogs in New Castle county, pass· 
eel at Dover, February 4, 1811, and the supplement to the act to prevent in
jury by dogs in New Castle county, passed at Dover, February 2, 1820, 
·be and the same arc hereby repealed made null and void. 
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Mr. Wright, chairman of the committee to whom was referred the me
morial and also the remonstrance of the citizens of Georgetown, Sussex 
county, in relation to the application of the funds to be derived from a 
certain lottery therein mentio11ed, &c., reported a bill entitled "A supple· 
ment to the act entitled 'An act authorising a lottery for building an Aca
demy and Masonic Hall in Georgetown, Sussex county, and for finishing 
the Episcopal Church therein." 

On motion of Mr. W,ight, 
The said bill was read. 
Mr. Johnson presented a remonstrance from citizens of school districts 

Nos. 38 and 39, in Kent county, remonstrating against any alteration in 
said districts as prayed for in the petitions presented this morning for that 
purpose. 

Mr. Johnson also presented letters and certificates upon the same sub· 
ject; all of which were, 

On his motion, 
Read and referred to the committee to whom was referred the said pe· 

tition. 

On motion of Mr. Buffington, 
The bill entitled "An act declaring certain acts public acts," was read 

a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Buffington, 
The bill entitled "An act in relation to marriage contracts," was read 

a second time. 

Mr. Virden then moved, 
To amend the said bill by striking out the word 'thirty' in the first sec· 

tion of the said bill and inserting in lieu thereof, the word 'ninety.' 

Which motion 
Was lost. 

Mr. I-luilington laid on the table the following amendment to the said 
bill, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read and adopted, viz:-
Section 3. Be -it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the Sec

retary of State to cause this uct to be published in two newspapers print
ed in the city of Wilrnin;.;ton, and one newspaper printed in Georgetown, 
in this State, for the space of three months from and after the first day of 
l\Iarch next. 

Mr. Wilds, ehai rman of tho committee to whom was referred the peti
tion of sundry citizens of Kent county, praying that the sale of spirituous 
liquors to free negrocs may be restricted, reported: 

That it was inexpedient to legislate on that subject at this time. 

On motion of Mr. Wright, 
The bill entitled "An act to enable Joseph \Velis to locate certain vacant 
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land situated in Broad Creek hundred, in Sussex county, and to complete 
his title to the same," was read a second time by its title. 

On motion of Mr. Collins, 
The bill entitled "An act to amend the act entitled 'An act directing 

the maunn of choosing commissioners to regulate and repair the streets 
of Milford, and for other purposes," was taken up for consideration. 

Mr. Collins then moved, 
To amend the bill by adding the following to the 16th section !hereof, 

to wit:-

Provided, That the mill property and appurtenances thereunto be
longing, contained within the limits of said town as herein set forth, com
monly called Milford Mills, and now belonging to John M. Darby, shall 
forever hereafter be exempt from taxation, for the use and purposes of 
said town of Milford. 

Which motion 
Prevailed. 

On motion of Mr. Collins, 
The said bill as amended was then read a third time by paragraphs, 

and 
Passed the House. 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Black, 
The House then adjourned until this afternoon at 3 o'clock. 

-~-
Eodem Die, 3 o'clock, P, M. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Fisher, Clerk of the Senate, being admitted, informed the House 
that the Senate had concurred in the passage of the bill entitled "An act 
to incorporate the members of the Fame Hose Company of the city of Wil· 
mington." 

Also in the joint resolution on the subject of the payment of certain 
Judges ad !item, and in 

The bill entitled "An act to incorporate the Washington Fire Company 
of the city of Wilmington" with an amendment, in which the concurrence 
of the House was desired. 

And he withdrew. 
Mr. Huffiogton presented the petition of sundry citizens of Sussex 

county, inhabitants of two school districts created by an act of the Legis· 
!'I~ 
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lature passed in 1839, praying that each of said districts may receive a 
portion of the school fund, distributable among the school districts of said 
county, equal to the remaining districts of said county. 

On motion of Mr. Buffington, 
The said petition was read and laid on the table. 
Mr. Clements presented a memorial of sundry citizens of Kent county, 

in relation to the toll, taken by millers in the lower part of the said coun· 
ty, on wheat and rye, and representing that the practice by them adopt· 
ed, is contrary to law. 

On motion of Mr. Clements, 
The said petition was read and referred to a committee of three mem

bers, with leave to report by bill, resolution or otherwise. 
That committee consists of Messrs. Clements, Chamberlain and Sudler. 
Mr. Collins presented the petition of James Johnson, praying the pas

sage of an act to enable him to sell a meeting-house at T Town, in Sus
sex, which he built last season by contract, and for the building of which 
he has never been paid. 

On motion of Mr. Collins, 
The said petition was read and referred to a committee of three mem

bers, with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 
That committee consists of Messrs. Collins, Higgins and Marshall. 

On motion of Mr. Betts, 
The amendment proposed by the Senate to the bill entitled "An act to 

incorporate the Washington Fire Company of the city of Wilmington" 
was taken up for consideration, read and concurred in, in the words fol. 
lowing, to wit:-

"IN SENATE, February 9, 1841. 

Amend the bill in the first section and twenty-second line, by striking 
out the word 'cases' and inserting in lieu thereof, the word •choses.' 

Extract from the Journal, 
G. P. FISHER, Clerk. 

For concurrence." 

Ordered that the Senate be informed thereof. 

Mr. Dale moved, 
That the bill entitled "A supplement to an act entitled 'An laying a 

tax on dogs in New Castle county, passed at Dover, FEbruary 21st, one 
t~ous:ind eight hundred and thirty-nine," be taken up and read a third 
time m order to pass the House. 

Which motion 

And on the passage of the first section of the bill, 
The House being divided, 

Prevailed, 
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Mr. Dale demanded the yeas and nays, 
Which were taken, and are as follow, viz:-

Yeas-Messrs. Barr, Betts, Black, Chamberlain, Clements, Collins, 
Dale, Frazer, Hill, Jefferson, Sudler, Virden, Waples, Wilds, Wright and 
Mr. Speaker-16. 

Nays-Messrs. Higgins, Buffington and Marshall-3. 

So the said first section 
Passed the House. 

On the question of the passage of the third section of the said bill, 
The House being again divided, 
Mr. Dale demanded the yeas and nays, 
Which were taken and arc as follow, viz:-

Yeas.-Messrs. Barr, Betts, Black, Chamberlain, Clements, Collins, 
Dale, Frazer, Hill, Jefferson, Sudler, Virden Waples, Wilds, Wright and 
Mr. Speaker-16. 

Nays.-Messrs. Higgins, Buffington and Marshall-3. 

So the said third section 
Passed the House. 

And the said bill, being read by paragraphs, 
Pa.~sed the House. 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

Mr. Sudler presented the petition of Nathaniel Conaway, of Sussex 
county, praying a grant of vacant land therein mentioned. 

On motion of Mr. Sudler, 
The said petition was read and referred to a committee of three mem· 

bers, with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 
That committee consists of Messrs. Sudler, Wilds and Betts. 
Mr. Buffington, chairman of the committee to whom was referred the 

petition of the citizens of the town of Milford, praying a law to enable 
them to straighten the State road in the said town, and to change the site 
of the bridge in said town over Mispillion creek, reported a bill entitled 
"An act for erecting a new bridge over the waters of Mispillion creek, 
and for other purposes." 

On motion of Mr. Buffington, 
The said bill was read. 
Mr. Wright, chairman of the committee to whom was referred the peti

tion of certain citizens of Sussex county, praying the Legislature to pass 
a law to enable them to rai~e by lottery the sum of $3,000 to improve 
the navigation of Lewes creek, reported a bill entitled "An act to improve 
the navigation of Lewes creek, by cutting and making a canal near Green 
bank." 

On motion of Mr. Wright, 
The said bill was read. 
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Mr. Sudler presented the petition of sundry citizens resident in school 
district No. 53 in Sussex county, praying that said district may be divided 
into two school districts. 

On motion of Mr. Sudler, 
The said petition ~as read and referred to a committee of three mem

bers, with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 
That committee consists of Messrs. Sudler, Frazer and Barr. 
Mr. Frazer presented the petition of sundry citizens of Kent county, 

praying the establishment of a State penitentiary. 

On motion of Mr. Frazer, 
The said petition was read and referred to the committee on that sub

ject. 

Mr. Buffington moved, 
That the eighth rule of the House be suspended in order that he might 

-introduce a bill. 

Which motion 
Prevailed. 

He then asked, and 

On motion ofMr. Clements, 
Obtained leave to introduce a bill entitled "An act to amend the act 

entitled 'An act for taking lands in execution for the payment of debts." 

On motion of Mr. Buffington, 
The said bill was read. 

On motion of Mr. Betts, 
The bill entitled "A further supplement to the •Act to alter and re-es

tablish the charter of the borough of Wilmington" was read a third time 
by paragraphs, and 

Passed the House. 
Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

Mr. Sudler presented the petition of sundry citizens of Sussex county, 
praying the passage of a law for the better regulation of free negroes, &c. 

On motion of Mr. Sudler, 
The said petition was read and referred to the committee on that sub

ject. 

On motion of Mr. Buffington, 
The House then adjourned until to-morrow morning at 10 o'clock. 

WEDNESDAY, 10 o'clock A. M., February 10, 1841. 

The House a.ssembled pursuant to adjournment. 
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Mr. Higgins, from the committee to whom was committed the bill enti
tled "An act to enable John D. Rodney and Jacob Forsett, of Sussex 
county, to erect a mill-dam across the head waters of Love's Creek, called 
Bundick's Branch, the boundary line between Lewes and Rehoboth, and 
Indian river hundreds, Sus:,;r>x county, at the place therein mentioned, and 
to erect a saw mill-thereon," reported the same back to the House with 
the followin'g amendments, which, 

On his motion, 
Were read and adopted, viz:-

A mend the bill by striking out all the words between 'and' and 'on' in 
the fifteenth and sixteenth lines of the 1st section, and insert in lieu there
of the following, viz: 'above the lands and premises heretofore condem
ned for the use of the said Burton's mill.' 

Also amend the said bill by adding the following section: 

Sec. 6. Provided always nevertheless, That this act and nothing there
in contained shall be so construed as to impair, or in anywise aflect any 
condemnation or grants or powers heretofore made, conferred, or given to 
any person or persons to, for, in behalf or on account of the said mill and 
mill-site called Burton's Mill, formerly Kollock's Mill as aforesaid. 

On motion of Mr. Higgins, 
The said bill was then taken up for a third reading, and on the ques-

tion of the passage of the first section, 
The House being divided, 
The Speaker ordered the yeas and nays, 
Which were taken and are as follow, viz:-

Yeas.-Messrs. Barr, Betts, Black, Chamberlain, Clements, Co!lins, 
Dale, Frazer, Higgins, Hill, Buffington, JefTerson, Marshall, Sudler, Wa
ples, Wilds, Wright and Mr. Speaker-18. 

Nays-Mr. Virden-I. 

So the said first section 
Passed the House. 

And the said bill, being read by paragraphs, 
Passed the House. 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

Mr. Huffington laid on the table a communication from certain citizens 
of the town ~-f Milford, in relation to the proposed alteration in the State 
road, and in the bridge across Mispillion creek, in said town. 

On motion of Mr. Huffington, 
The said communication was read. 

Mr. Black, the minority of the committee appointed to consider the 
subject of fees, made the following report, which, 

On his motion, 
Was read, to wit:-
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The minority of the committee on fees beg leave to report, that he con
curs in the bjll reported by the majority, except that part of said bill al
lowing nileage to constables for serving capiases and summonses, &c., 
which he deems inexpedient to make any such allowances. 

On motion of Mr. Wright, 
The bill entitled "An act to incorporate the Breakwater, Lewes and 

and Philadelphia Steamboat Company," was read a second time by its 
title. 

On motion of Mr. Betts, 
The bill entitled "A further supplement to the act entitled 'An act to 

alter and re.establish the charter of the borough of Wilmington," was 
read a third time by paragraphs, and 

Passed the House. 

Ordered to be returned to the Senate. 

Mr. Fisher, Clerk of the Senate, being admitted, informed the House 
that the Senate had concurred in the pa,;sage of the bill entitled "An ad
ditional supplement to the act entitled 'An act for regulating innholders, 
tavern keepers, and other public house keepers within this government, 
and empowering the justices to settle the rates of liquor." 

And he presented for the concurrence of the House a bill entitled "A 
supplement to the act entitled 'An act to incorporate a company to erect 
a draw-bridge over the river Nanticoke, at Seaford, and for other purposes 
therein mentioned." 

And he withdrew. 

On motion of Mr. Wright, 
The bill entitled "An act to improve the navigation of Lewes Creek by 

cutting and making a canal near Green Bank," was read a second time. 
Mr. Sudler, chairman of the committee to whom was referred the pe

tition of Nathaniel Conaway, praying a grant of vacant land, reported a 
bill entitled "An act to enable, Nathaniel Conaway to locate certain va
cant land, situate in Nanticoke hundred, and to complete his title to the 
same." 

On motion of Mr. Sudler, 
The said bill was read. 

On motion of Mr. Chamberlain, 
The bill entitled "A further supplement to an act entitled 'An act to pre

vent infectious diseases being brought into this State, and for other pur
poses," was read a second time by its title. 

Mr. Higgins presented a petition from sundry citizens of New Castle 
county, praying that the jurisdiction of Justices of the Peace be extended 
to one hundred dollars, and that constables may be compelled to pay over 
moneys collected by them, to magistrates. 

On motion of Mr. Higgins, 
The said petition was read and laid 011 the table. 
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Mr. Buffington presented the petition of sundry citizens of Kent county, 
praying for a redivision of the said county into school districts. 

On motion of Mr. Buffington, 
The said petition was read and referred to the committee on that sub

ject. 

On motion of Mr. Barr, 
The bill entitled "An act to repeal the prohibition against the Chancellor 

or any Judge purchasing stock in any bank in this Sta,J.e," was read a 
second time. 

Mr. Sudler, chairman of the committee on the petition praying for a 
division of school district No. 53, in Sussex county, reported a bill en
titled "An act to create an additional school district in Sussex county." 

On motion of Mr. Sudler, 
The said bill was read. 

!\Ir. Wilds, chairman of the committee on the petitions of Thomas 
Hays, and Joshua and Wesley Hays, reported that the said petitioners 
have leave to bring in bills. 

On motion of Mr. Buffington, 
The bill entitled "An act concerning fees," was read a second time. 

Mr. Buffington then offered the following amendments to the said bill, 
which, 

On his motion, 
Were read and adopted, viz:-
Amend the bill concerning fees by striking out in the 15th and 16th 

lines of the firnt section, the words "and two cents a mile where the de
fendant lives more than two miles from the place where the capias is re
turnable." 

Also, by striking out in the 24th line of said section, the words "thirty 
cents," and insert in lieu thereof the words "one dollar." 

On motion of Mr. Buffington, 
The bill entitled "An act to amend the act entitled 'An act for taking 

lands in execution for payment of debts," was read a second time. 
Mr. Higgins chairman of the committee of enrolment, reported the fo]. 

lowing bills and resolutions as duly and correctly enrolled, and presented 
the same to the Speaker for his signature, viz:-

"An act authorising the Register for the Probate of Wills and grant· 
ing letters of administration, in and for Kent county, to procure a new 
seal of office and press." 

Also "A supplement to the act entitled 'An act to incorporate the Union 
Bank of Delaware." 

Also "An act to incorporate the Temperance Beneficial Association 
of Wilmington and Brandywine." 

Also "An act to enable the owners anJ posse!<sors of the marsh, mea· 
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meadow and cripple on both sides of Swan creek, in Milford hundred, 
Kent county, to repair and raise above the rise of the tide water an old 
causeway over the mouth of said creek, and for other purposes therein 
mentioned." 

Also "An act to enable Eli Layton to locate certain vacant land, situ· 
ate in Dagsboro hundred, in Sussex county, and complete his title to the 
same." 

Also "Report and resolutions on the subject of the restriction of the 
eligibility of Presidents of the United States to a single term of four years." 

Also a "Joint Resolution for the appointment of a committee to settle 
with the State Treasurer, &c., in January, 1842. 

Also a "Joint resolution to print 300 copies of the act for the amend. 
ment of the supplement to the act for the establishment of free schools." 

Also a "Jo.int resolution for the appointment of a Librarian, &c." 
Also a "Joint resolution instructing the Secretary of State to preserve 

the Revolutionary records." 
And a "Joint resclution providing for the payment of certain Judges ad 

litem." 
Mr. Dale moved, 

That the bill entitled "A supplement to the act entitled 'An act pro· 
viding for the recovery of small debts," be taken up for a third reading. 

Pending the motion, 

Mr. Higgins moved, 
That said bill be committed to the committee who reported it. 

Which motion 
Prevailed. 

On motion of Mr. Wright, 
The bill entitled "An act to enable Abraham Dazey, of Sussex county, 

to locate certain lands, situate in Baltimore hundred, and to complete his 
title to the same," was read a third time by paragraphs and 

Passed the House. 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Black, 
The House then adjourned until 3 o'clock this afternoon. 

Eodem Die, 3 o'c!ock. P . • il{. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
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Mr. Fisher, Clerk of the Senate, being admitted, informed the House 
that the Senate had concurred in the passage of the following bills, to 
wit:-

"An act to incorporate the Lewes Beneficial Society of Lewes, Sussex 
county, Dela ware." 

And "An act to vacate part of an alley and lane in the village of 
Georgetown, Sussex county." 

And he withdrew. 
Mr. Higgins presented the petition of certain c1t1zens of New Castle 

county, praying the passage of a law which will enable the justice of 
the peace at St. George's to hold his office at any place within Red Lion 
hundred, at his option. 

On motion of Mr. Higgins, 
The said petition was read and referred to a committee of three mem

bers, with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 
That committee consists of Messrs. Higgins, Virden and Hill. 

On motion of ·Mr. Hill, 
The bill presented for concurrence from the Senate this morning, enti

tled"..\. supplement to an act entitled 'An act to incorporate a company 
to erect a draw bridge over the river Nanticoke at Seaford, and for other 
purposes therein mentioned," was read. 

Mr. Huffington presented the petition of sundry citizens of Kent county, 
residing on or near St. Jones' creek, praying the passage of a law to pro
hibit the use of drag seines or drive seines in said creek. 

On motion of Mr. Buffington, 
The said petition was read and referred to a committee of three mem

bers, with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 
That committee consists of Messrs. Huffington, Black and Waples. 

Mr. Dale, chairman of the committee to whom was committed the bill 
entitled "A supplement to the act entitled 'An act providing for the reco
very of small debts," reported said bill back to the House without amend
ment. 

Mr. Dale then moved, 
That the said bill be read a third time by paragraphs in order to pass 

the House. 

Which motion 
Prevailed. 

And on the question of the passage of the first section of the said bill, 
The House being divided, 
Mr. Buffington demanded the yeas and nays, 
Which were taken and are as follow, viz:-

Yeas-Messrs. Barr, Betts, Chamberlain, Dale, Frazer, Higgins, Jef
ferson, Johnson, Marshall, Waples and Wright-11. 

54 
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Nays-Messrs. Black, Clements, Collins, Hill, Huffington, Sudler, Vir· 
den and Mr. Speaker-8. 

So the said first section 
Passed the House. 

And the remaining sections of the said bill were read in their order. 

And on the quesfion of the final passage of the said bill, 
The House being again divided, 
Mr. Huffington demanded the yeas and nays, 
Which were taken and are as follow, viz:-

Yeas-Messrs. Barr, Betts, Chamberlain, Dale, Frazer, Higgins, Jeffer
son, Johnson, Marshall, Waples and Wright-11. 

Nays-Messrs. Black, Clements, Collins, Hill, Huffington, Sudler, Vir· 
den and Mr. Speaker-8. 

So the said bill 

Ordered to the Senat.e for concurrence. 

, 
Passed the ]louse. 

On motion of Mr. Higgins, 
The joint resolutions reported by him yesterday, on the subject of the 

npplication of the Historical Society of New York, were taken up for con· 
sideration, and 

Adopted. 

Ordered to the 'Senate for concurrence. 

Mr. Higgins, chairman of the committee of enrolment, reported the fol. 
lowing bills as duly and correctly enrolled, and presented the same to 
the Speaker for his signature, viz:-

" An act to repeal the act entitled 'An additional supplement to the act 
entitled 'An act providing for the punishment of certain crimes and misde. 
meanors." 

A'1so, "An act to renew the act entitled 'An act to incorporate the 
Washington Beneficial Society of Wilmington, Delaware, for the relief of 
the members thereof, their widows and orphan children." 

Also, "An act to revoke the charter of the Elk and Christiana Turnpike 
Company." 

Also, "An act to incorporate the Wesleyan Female Collegiate Institute." 
Also, "An act for the relief of Alexander Johnson." 
Also, "An act to incorporate the Washington Fire Company of the city 

of Wilmington." 

Also, "An act to amend the act to establish a College at Newark," 

Mr. Clements presented the petition of certain owners of land on Cul· 
breath's Marsh, praying a law to authorise the increase of the width o( 
one of the drnins in said marnh. 
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On motion of Mr. Clements, 
The said petition was read and referred to a committee of three niem

bers, with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 
That committee consists of Messrs. Clements, Chamberlain and Jeffer

son. 

l\fr. Barr moved, 
That the bill entitled "An act to repeal tire prohibition against the 

Chancellor or any Judge purchasing stock in any bank of this State," be 
read a third time by special order, in order to its final passage. 

Which motion 
Prevailed. 

On the question of the passage of the first section of the said bill, 
The House being divided, 
Mr. Huffington demanded the yeas and nays, 
Which were taken and are as follow, viz:-

Yeas.-Messrs. Barr, Black, Chamberlain, Dale, Frazer, Higgins, Jef
ferson, Sudler, Virden, Waples and Mr. Speaker-11. 

Nays.-Messrs. Betts, Clements, Collins, Hill, Huffington, Johnson> 
Marshall and Wright-8. 

So the said first section 
Passed the House. 

And the said bill, being read by paragraphs, 
Passed the House .. 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 
Mr. Fisher, Clerk of the Senate, being admitted, informed the House

that the Senate had concurred in the passage of the bill entitled "An act 
to incorporate the Black Swamp Ditch Company." 

And he withdrew. 

On motion of ]\fr. Wright, 
The House adjourned until to-morrow morning at 10 o'clock. 

THURSDAY 10 o'clock, A. M. February 11, 1841. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

On motion of Mr. Chamberlain, 
The bill entitled "A further supplement to an act entitled •An act to 

prevent infectious diseases being brought into this State, and for other 
purposes," was read a third time by pe:ragraphs, and 

Passed the House. 
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Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

Mr. Huffington, chairman of the committee to whom was referred the 
petition in relation to the fisheries on St. Jones' creek, reported a bill en
titled "A supplement to the act entitled 'An act to revive and continue in 
force an act prohibiting the use of wears, hedges and gill-nets in St. Jones' 
creek." 

On motion of Mr. Huffington, 
The said bill was read. 

Mr. Wright moved, 
That the vote taken yesterday on the final passage of the bill entitled 

"A supplement to the act entitled •An act providing for the recovery of 
small debts," be re-considered, 

Which motion 

On motion of Mr. Huffington, 
The said bill was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Sudler, 

Pre'Dailed. 

The bill entitled "An act to enable Nathaniel Conaway to locate cer. 
fain vacant land situate in Nanticoke hundred, and to complete his title to 
the same" was read a second time. 

Mr. Fisher, Clerk of the Senate, being admitted, informed the House 
that the Senate had concurred in the passage of the bill entitled "An act 
to appropriate the monies in the treasury of this State." 

Also in the bill entitled "A supplement to the act entitled •An act for 
the protection of fish and game in and on the waters of the Delaware 
bay !!,nd river, and the streams tributary thereto within the limits of this 
State." 

And in the bill entitled "An act in respect to insurance for lives, for the 
benefit of married women," with an amendment, in which the concur· 
rence of the House was desired. 

And he presented for the concurrence of the House the following bills, 
v1z:-

"An act to repeal the act for the protection of the fisheries on Broad· 
kiln creek, passed at Dover. February 2, 1837," and 

"An act to enable Sally Ann J. Smithers, Mary Elizabeth Smither.;; and 
Enoch J. Smithers, minor children of Jm,eph Smithers, to make an ex. 
change of certain lands therein mentioned." 

And he withdrew. 

On motion of Mr. Wright, 
The bill entitled "An act to incorporate the Breakwater, Lewes and 

Philadelphia Steamboat Company," was read a third time by paragraphs 
and 

Passed the House unanimously, 
By the following Yote of yeas and nays, viz:-



Yeas.-Messrs. Barr, Betts, Black, Chamberlain, Clements, Collins, 
Frazer, Higgins, Hill, Huffington, Jefferson, Johnson, Marshall, Sudler, 
Virden, Waples, Wilds, Wright and Mr. Speaker-19. 

Nays.-None. 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Huffington, 
The bill entitled "A supplement to the act entitled •An act concerning 

defects in legal proceedings," was taken up for consideration. 

Mr. Huffington moved, 
That the said bill be read a third time by paragraphs in order to pass 

the House. 

Which motion 
Prevailed. 

The House being divided on the question of the passage of the first sec-
tion of said bill, 

Mr. Huffington demanded the yeas and nays, 
Which were taken and are as follow, viz:-

Yeas-Messrs. Betts, Chamberlain, Clements, Higgins, Huffington, 
Jefferson, Sudler, Waples, and Wilds-9. 

Nay.~-Messrs. Barr, Black, Collins, Frazer, Hill, Johnson, Marshall, 
Virden, Wright and.Mr. Speaker-IO. 

So the said bill 
Was lost. 

Mr. Higgins, chairman of the committee of enrolment, reported the fol
lowing bill as duly and correctly enrolled, and presented the same to the 
Speaker for his signature, to wit:-

"An act to continue the reports of adjudged cases, and for other pur· 
poses." 

On motion of Mr. Betts, 
The amendment proposed by the Senate to the bill entitled "An act in 

respect to insurance for lives, for the benefit of married women," was 
read and concurred in as follows, viz:-

" IN SENATE, February 3, 1841. 

Amend the bill by striking out in the first section, nineteenth line, the 
word 'three' and inserting in lieu thereof the word 'one,' and after the 
word 'hundred' the words 'and fifty.' 

E:etractfrom the Journal. 
G. P. FISHER, Clerk. 

For concurrence.'' 

Ordered that the Senate be informed thereof. 
Mr. Clements, chairman of the committee to whom was referred the 
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petition of citizens of Kent county, residing within the limits of school dis
triets Nos. 38 and :39, in Kent county, praying tlrnt an additional district 
may be created within the limits of the said distriets, reported a bill en. 
titled "An act to create an additional school district in the county of Kent," 
which, 

On his motion, 
Was read. 
Mr. ·Barr gave notice that he would to-morrow ask leave to bring in a 

bill in relatio'n to lotteries. 

On motion of Mr. Collins, 
The joint resolution for adjournment sine die was taken up for conside

ration. 

Mr. Collins then moved, 
That the first blank in said resolution be filled with the word Thur&· 

day, and the second with the word eighteenth. 

Which motion 
Prevailed. 

On motion of Mr. Sudler, 
The bill entitled "An act to create an additional school district in Sus.. 

sex county," was read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Wilds, 
The House then adjourned until 3 o'clock this afternoon. 

Eodem Die, 3 o'clock P. M. 

The lfouse met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Chamberlain, chairman of the committee to whom was referred the 
petition of the representatives of Samuel Meeteer, deceased, praying the 
passage of an act to enable the administrator to make sale of the real es· 
tate of said deceased, reported a bill entitled "An act to enable the admi
nistrator of Samuel Meeteer, late of New Castle county, deceased, to sell 
his real estate." 

On motion of Mr. Chamberlain, 
The said bill was read. 

On motion of Mr. Huffington, 
The bill entitled "An act for erecting a new bridge over the waters of 

Mispillion creek and for other purposes," was taken up for consideration. 
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Mr. Huffington then laid on the table the following amendment, which 

On his motion, 
Was read, to wit:-

Amend the bill by striking out of the eighth and ninth lines of the 6th 
section, the words: •by way of tax upon the property and inhabitants of 
of said town' and inserting in lieu thereof the word 'otherwise.' 

On motion of Mr. Huffington, 
The said amendment 

Was adopted, 
And on motion of Mr. Buffington, 

The bill as amended, was read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Clements, 
The bills presented from the Senate this morning for concurrence, viz: 

"An act to repeal the 'Act for the protection of the fisheries on Broad. 
kiln creek, passed at Dover, February 2d, 1837," and 

"An act to enable Sally Ann J, Smithers, Mary Elizabeth Smithers 
and Enoch J, Smithers, minor children of Joseph Smithers, to make an 
exchange of certain lands therein mentioned," were severally read. 

Mr. Virden, chairman of the committee to whom was referred the peti
tion in relation to breaches of contract on the part of hirelings, reported: 
That the law prayed for already existed among the statutes of this State. 

And he asked that the committee might be discharged from further 
consideration of the subject. 

On motion of Mr. Clements, 
The committee was discharged. 

On motion of Mr. Wright, 
The bill entitled "An act to improve the navigation of Lewes creek, by 

cutting and making a canal near Green Bank," was read a third time by 
paragraphs, and 

Passed the House. 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Betts, 
The bill entitled "An act securing to mechanics and others, payment 

for th~ir labor and materials in erecting any house, vessel, or other build
ing, within the county of New Castle," was taken up for a third reading, 
ang on the question of the passage of the first section, 

Wasflost. 

Mr. Huffington moved, 
That the bill entitled "An act in relation to marriage contracts" be taken 

up for a third reading. 

Which motion 
Prenailed. 
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On the question of the passage of the first section of said bill, 
The House being divided, 
Mr. Buffington demanded the yeas and nays, 
Which were taken and are as follow, viz:-
Yeas.-Messrs. Clements, Collins, Higgins, Huffington, Johnson, Mar. 

shall, Waples, Wilds and Mr. Speaker-9. 
Nays-Messrs. Barr, Betts, Black, Chamberlain, Frazer, Hill, Jeffer

son, Sudler, Virden and Wright-IO. 

So the said bill 
Was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Buffington, 
The bill entitled "An act declaring certain acts public acts,' was read 

a third time by paragraphs and 
Passed the House. 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Wright, 
The bill entitled "An act to appoint commissioners to cleanse and drain 

Inlet creek, in Baltimore hundred, in Sussex county," was read a second 
time. 

On motion of Mr. Wright, 
The bill entitled "A supplement to the act entitled •An act authorising 

a lottery for building an Academy and Mason)c hall in Georgetown, Sus, 
sex county, and for finishing the Episcopal church therein," was also 
read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Wright, 
The House then adjourned until to-morrow morning at 10 o'clock. 

FRIDAY, 10 o'clock A. JI,[., February 12, 1841. 

The House assembled pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Black laid on the table the claim against the State, of Joseph P. 
Comegys, w.hich 

On his motion, 
Was read and referred to the committee of claims. 
Mr. Barr, chairman of the committee to whom was referred the peti· 

tions praying that the drawing of lotteries and the sale of lottery tickets 
be prohibited in this State, made the following report, which 

On his motion, 
Was read, viz:-
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The committee to whom was referred the petition of certain citizens of 
New Castle county, praying that the drawing of lotteries and the snle of 
lottery tickets may by law be abolished within this State, have had the 
same under consideration, and respectfully submit the following report:-

That in the opinion of this committee, the time has come when the sub
ject of the drawing of lotteries and the sale of lottery tickets in this State 
should demand the serious attention of every member of this Legislature. 
Tne favorable reception which the numerous petitions for the establish
ment of lotteries have so frequently met, and the great facility with which 
laws authorizing the establishment of such lotteries have been enacted by 
the General Assembly, have had a tendency to increase their number in 
this State to such a degree as to excite not only the surprise of many of 
the citizens of our own State, but also to awaken the astonishment of 
several of our sister States, and to elicit from them severe reflections upon 
the course which, upon thi~ subject, we have so long seen proper to adopt. 
It is matter of notoriety, that a bill to authorize the drawing of a lottery 
will pass both houses of the Legislature, with but little more trouble and 
difficulty than will be experienced in obtaining signatures to the petition 
praying for its establishment. Hence the number of petitions which flow 
in upon us at every session: for should one man be desirous to embank 
or drain a marsh-another to construct a bridge, or lay out a road-a 
third to erect a school house, or repair a church, he has but to circulate 
a petition for the purpose in his respective neighborhood, request the names 
of his friends thereto, forward the same to the Legislature at its next ses· 
sion, when if the desired law is not passed, it is not so much because of 
the evil consequences that may grow out of the measure, but because the 
Legislature mayhap have not quite made up their minds upon it; or be
cause it may clash with some other prior existing lottery; or for some 
other equally solemn and momentous reason! By these remarks the com
mittee do not intend to cast any censure upon those gentlemen who have 
preceded them in the Legislature-they no doubt, acted in accordance 
with their views of duty; but their course having come under the notice of 
this committee in investigating this subject, they have thus fearlessly and 
unhesitatingly expressed themselves, under the fullest conviction that 
what they have said will be both just and true. 

The reasoning of Legislators on this subject appears to have been, that 
whenever money is desired for a specific purpose, to raise it by lottery, or 
by any other mode, other than drawing it from the coffers of the State, is 
more desirable, more in consistence with good economy, and consequent
ly more in accordance with the interests of the people. That such rea
soning is manifestly erroneous, we need but look at the effects produced 
by excessive legislation in this matter to determine. 

It is not the intention of your committee to enter into a labored detail 
of the evil consequences attending the drawing of lotteriPs and the sale of 
lottery tickets in this State. This the brief time they have been able to 
devote to it, and the discharge of their other duties as members of this 
House, would not warrant. Yet in passing, they will declare that, in their 
opinion, further legislation on this subject is wholly inexpedient, if not 
highly injurious and improper. They are borne out in this declaration 

55 
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by the hasty view they have taken of the results that spring from and are 
ever attendant upon the lottery system. If we consider all who are con· 
·cerned in lotteries, and all who deal in them as one and the same com· 
munity, the principle of taking from the many and giving to the few, is 
,both unjust and very seriously objectionable. Add to this the loss o( 
time and alionation of interest in a regular business, the habit of intem
perance, and the habit of gambling, with their concomitant evils, otlen 
sorrowfully atterudant upon a course of dealing in lotteries, and you have 
enough, and more than enough, in the opinion of the committee, to justify 
you in stamping upon the whole system the broad seal of your unqualified 
disapprobation. 

Let not the plea "de inju ria sua propria" here be entered-in other 
words, let not the trite objection here be urged, that he who deals in lot· 
.tery tickets does it at his own peril-that no one is compelled to purchase 
them, b1£1t that every man may consult his own judgment, and follow his 
own inclination in the matter. Such a defence is as inefficient and weak 
as is the cause it endeavors to sustain. A lottery oince is opened in one 
of our most prosperous towns-a glittering scheme of "splendid prizes" is 
offered to the public-flaming accounts of "Fortune's Home"-of the 
many lucky numbers drawn there, or persons ( existing only in the imngi· 
nation or the broker) who have become rich by the purchase of a single 
ticket, am published in the newspapers, and placarded at the corners of 
the streets-in many instances, runners are employer!, and persuasions 
made use of to inveigle the ignorant-every inducement is held out to al. 
lure-every effort made to entice and ensnare, and when by these mean,; 
they succeed in entrapping the inexperienced or unsuspecting-when at 
length, the victim discovers that he has drawn a blank, and that all their 
bright promises of wealth were but "dead sea fruits that tempt the eye, 
and turn to ashes on the lips." he is told, upon complaint, that he commit
ted the evil of his own wrong, and that he was not compelled to be a pur· 
'Chaser. But this is not all. He is persuaded to venture again-he is 
shown "lucky numbers" that are almost sure to draw out pnzes-he is 
tempted by words, by promises, by assurances, until his weak mind yields 
to the assailant's wish-in the vain hope or retrieving his fortune he pur· 
chases again, and meeting with the same success, is consoled by the re. 
flection that he was not compelled to buy; and that he has no one to blame 
for his losses but himself. But in this matter "increase of appetite doth 
grow by what it feeds on," the poor victim, driven on by his hopes, at 
first spends the savings of his honest industry at the lottery office-in a 
short time the wages of his daily labor are taken there also-at length 
every penny he can procure finds its way to the same place; aud he thus 
goes on, spending his money, squandering his property, ruining his repu· 
tation, beggaring his wife and children, until falling into evil and intern· 
perate habits, he becomes an outcast from all society, destitute of every 
consolatorv reflection, but the one that he has ruined himself, that he was 
not compellul to buy, but bought at his own peril-on his own head is 
the guilt. \Vas not the lottery also, in some degree, guilty of his ruin? 
.What first seduced him from the path of virtue? What ignus futuus was 
it that first bewilderf:rl then misled him, until overwhelmed in sorrow he 
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awoke to find it only dazzled to betray? Who raised the spell under 
whose influence he squandered his property, destroyed his character, for.• 
feited the good opinion of his friends, and impoverished and disgraced those 
whom he was bound to cherish and comfort? The interested may talk, 
and sophists may reason on this subject, but in the bosom of the benevo• 
lent and the philanthropist there can be but one opinion. 

Your committee have thus freely expressed their sentiments, because 
they are the honest convictions of their hearts. They have been plain, 
because they are sincere, unreserved because they have nothing to con. 
ceal. As members of this House, and as members of this committee, 
they have resolved to fearlessly and independently do their duty, at the 
same ,ime ever kCt>ping an eye to the public good. Whatever may be 
beneficial to the high iutcrests of the people, shall receive their hearty and 
cheerful support, whatever may prove detrimental,. their undivided and 
severe condemnation. 

Your committee thus deeply sensible of the magnitude of the evils in· 
separably attendant upon the lottery system, and with the firm conviction, 
they repeat, of the truth of their foregoing remarks, have notwithstanding, 
concluded to report no bill, at this time, to abolish the drawing of lo:teries 
and the sale of lottery tickets in this State. They have before declared 
that, in their opinion, further legislation on this subject is inexpedient, if 
not injurious and improper; and they do hereby recommend to this branch 
of the Legislature to take no action to authorise the establishment of any 
lottery during this session. To thi5 extent only, are they at present pre· 
pared to go. They do· not feel themselves at liberty to report a bill to 
whollv abolish lotteries for two reasons. First-Because there are seve
ral lotteries authorised by the Legislature of this State, now in existence, 
with which it would be injudicious to inter fore. It is the opinion of many, 
that should such a law be now passed, it would be extremely unjust to the 
owners of those lotteries; because having purcha~ed their schemes when 
no such law was contemplated, and having paid high prices for them, 
with the belief that they would still be countenanced as they had former
ly been, it would be in bad faith, by passing such law now, to endeavor 
to array public opinion against them, and thus lessen their sales, and re
duce their profits, if not subject them to losses and destroy them altogeth· 
er. Whilst we must be jealous of our good faith, and careful to do no in
justice to those who have reposed confidence in it, their rights and pri
vileges should be preserved as inviolate as those of others in the commu
nity, who are engaged in better pursuits. The passage of such a law, at 
this time, would, in the opinion of many others besides this committee, in
terfere with those rights, and consequently would be unwarrantabie and 
unjust. 

Secondly. Your committee apprehend that public opinion is not suffi
ciently advanced, at present, to sustain a law abolishing the drawing of 
lotteries and the sale of lottery tickets in this State. It has been a long 
established axiom, that laws which are in advance of public opinion are 
alike destitute of efficacy, and incapable of commanding respect. Laws 
cannot lead public opinion, they must invariably follow it. That legisla
tor who would remove a popular evil by a positive lnw, misses his mark. 
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He must first take measures to render the thing unpopular. The evil 
will then be diminished by being reduced to the limits of1the reckless, and 
then it may be extirpated by positive legislation. 

Your committee cannot refrain from expressing their gratification at 
witnessing the change that has already commenced in public opinion on 
this subject. They rejoice to see that not a few of the wise, the patriotic 
and the good of the State, have taken this matter in hand, and have step
ped boldly fo~ward and thrown the weight of their influence in the scale 
against it. The petition now before them contains the names of one hun
dred and eighty-two citizens of New Castle county, many of whom arc gen
tlemen of the first respectability and standing in the State. They regret 
that they do not at present feel at liberty to report a bill in accordance 
with the wishes of such distinguished petitioners. They believe that the 
public mind is not yet prepared for such a law, and that consequently 
even if it passed it might not be obeyed or enforced. 

Much yet remains to be done before public sentiment can be fully array
ed against the lottery system. But let not those who have enlisted in this 
contest suffer themselves to become discouraged. They must not expect, 
in their first attempt, to attain the full fruition of their hopes. Success is 
not often achieved but by labor and trial. This their fir,;t petition may 
prove to be "bread cast upon the waters," it may return to cheer and 
bless "after many days." Let them persevere then, and press on, and 
may their labors be crowned with success-may the time speedily arrive 
when public opinion will put down this whole system, when the commu. 
nity will so frown upon it that all resp<:ctable men will abandon it-then 
shall the residue of the evil be banished by the strong arm of the law. 

Upon a view of the whole question, your committee deem it inexpedient, 
at the present time, to legislate upon the subject, and they ask to be dis
charged from the fort her consideration of the petition. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

On motion of Mr. Sudler, 
The committee was discharged from the further consideration of the 

subject. 

Mr. Naudain a member of the Senate, being admitted, presented for 
the signature of the Speaker an enrolled bill. 

And he withdrew. 

On motion of Mr. Chamberlain, 
The bill entitled "An act to enable the administrator of Samuel Mee. 

teer, late of New Castle county, deceased, to sell his real estate," was 
read a second time by its title. 

On motion of Mr. Sudler, 
The bill entitled "An act to enable Nathaniel Conaway to locate certain 

vacant land, situate in Nanticoke hundred, and to complete his title to the 
same," was read a third time by paragraphs, and 

Passed the House. 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 
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Mr. Wilds presented the account of James Cowgill for articles furnished 
during the present session. 

On motion of Mr. Wilds, 
The said account was read and referred to the committee of accounts. 

On motion of Mr. Buffington, 
The bill entitled "An act to amend the act entitled 'An act for taking 

lands in execution for the payment of debts," was taken up for a third 
reading, and the first section was read and 

Passed the House. 

Pending the question for the final passage of the bill, 

Upon the suggestion of several members of the House, 
Further action upon the said bill was suspended until this afternoon. 

Mr. Wright, chairman of the committee to whom was referred the peti
tim of certain citizens of Sussex county, praying that the bridge over 
Lewes creek, at Lewes, may be made a county bridge, &c., reported a 
bill entitled "An act to place in good repair a bridge over Lewes creek, 
from the town of Lewes to the cape side of said creek, in the county of 
Sussex." 

On motion of Mr. Wright, 
The said bill was read. 
Mr. Fisher, Clerk of the Senate, being admitted, informed the House 

that the Senate had concurred in the passage of the following bills, viz:-
" An additional supplement to the act for establishing the boundaries of 

the town of Dover, and for other purposes therein mentioned." 
Also, "An additional supplement to the act entitled 'An act to amend 

the act entitled 'An act concerning the constitution of the Levy Court 
and Court of Appeal." 

Also, "An act to amend the act entitled 'An act providing for the re
covery of small debts." 

Also, "An act to enable John D. Rodney and Jacob Forsett, of Susse~ · 
county, to erect a mill-dam across the head waters of Love's Creek, called 
Bundick's Branch, the boundary line between Lewes and Rehoboth, and 
Indian river hundreds, SussAX county, at the place therein mentioned, and 
to erect a saw mill-thereon,'' with an amendment, in which the concur
rence of the House was desired. 

Also, "A further supplement to the act entitled •An act regulating the 
General Election." 

Also, "A supplement to the act entitled 'An act for the protection of 
fish and game in and on the waters of the Delaware Bay and river, and 
the streams tributary thereto, within the limits of this State." 

And also, "An act to enable the owners of the marshes, cripple and low 
grounds, situate upon and contiguous to Jamison's Branch, in Little Creek 
and Duck Creek hundreds, to drain and improve the same." 

And he withdrew. 
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Mr. Clements presented a petition from sundry citizens of Kent county, 
praying for an act to enable them to drain certain low grounds near 
Horsepen Drain, in Murderkill hundred. 

On motion of Mr. Clements, 
The said petition was read and referred to Messrs. Clements, Black and 

Sudler, with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. Marshall presented the petition of sundry citizens of Sussex county, 
praying a law to create a bounty on fox scalps. 

On motion of Mr. Marshall, 
The said petition was read and referred to the committee on that sub

ject. 

Mr. Clements, chairman of the committee to whom was referred the 
petition on the subject of certain toll taken by millers, made the following 
report, which, 

On his motion, 
vVas read, viz:-
The committee to whom was referred the memorial on lf1c subject of 

millers taking an excess of toll, beg leave to report: 
That they have had that subject under consideration; and that, aflcr a 

careful consiqeration thereof~ think that it is not a subj,-ct for legisla· 
tion at this time-because the custom has so long obtained in the coun. 
ty of Kent, of taking part of thn bran of wheat and rye, that it amounts 
to something like common law; and it is said that at the time the law was 
passed, designating the quantity of toll that the millers should take, there 
was no machinery in the mills for bolting, and that part of the bran is 
little compensation enough for the fixtures for bolting, e,pecially small 
grists at one time. Therefore, your committee beg leave to be discharged 
from further consideration of the subject. 

Mr. Fisher, Clerk of the Senate, being admitted, returned the following 
bills, and informed the House that they had been indefinitel!J postponed 
by the Senate, viz:-

" An act for the appointment of a general superintendent of free 
schools." 

Also, "A supplement to the act entitled 'An act concerning awards, to 
regulate the summoning and returning of juries, and for lessening the ex
pense thereof, and for other purposes." 

Also, "An act to amend the act entitled 'An act concerning the Levy 
Court, Clerkoflhe Peace, Assessors, Collectors and County Treasurers." 

Also, "An act to amend the act entitled 'An act for ascertaining the 
salaries of the Governor, Chancclior, Judges and the ,-Secretary, and for 
making allowances to the members of the General Assembly, and for 
other purposes." 

Also, "An act to amend the act entitled 'An .ict for the preservation of 
mill property." 
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Also, "An act to regulate the institution and drawing of lotteries, and 
sale of lottery tickets within this State." 

Also, "An act grnnting to William Cleaver, jr., of New Castle county, 
a certain tract or parcel of wa~te and uncultivated land therein described." 

Also, "An act lo amend the act entilied 'An act concerning certain 
crimes and offonccs committed by slaves, and for the security of slaves 
properly demeaning thernselves." 

And he withdrew. 

On motion of Mr. Wright, 
The bill entitled "A supplement to the act entitled 'An act authorising 

a lottery for building an Academy and Masonic Hall in Georgetown, Sus
sex county, and for finishing the Episcopal church therein," was read a 
third time by p:m1graphs, and 

Passed the House. 
Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Huffingtnn, 
The bill entitled "An act concerning fees," was taken up for a third 

reading. 

On the question oft he passage of the first section of the said bill, 
The House being divided, 
Tlie Speaker dc,rnandcd the yeas and nays, 
vVhich were taken, and are as follow, viz:-

Yeas-Mcssrs. Barr, Chamberlain, Clements, Frazer, Higgins, Huf. 
fington, Jefferson, Johnson, Sudler, Waples, Wilds, Wright and Mr. 
Spedkcr-13. 

Nays-Messrs. Black, Collins, Marshall and Virden-4. 

So the said first section 
Passed the House, 

And the said bill being read by paragraphs, 
Passed the House. 

Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

Mr. Huffington, from the committee of the Kent county delegation, ap
pointed to inquire into the cxpedirncy of dividing Kent county anew into 
school districts, reported a bi 11 entitle<l "An act to re-organise the school 
districts of Kent eounty ," which, 

On his motion, 
,vas read. 

On motion of Mr. Clements, 
The bill entitled "An act to enable Sally Ann J. Smithers, Mary Eli

zabeth Smithers and Enoch J. Smithers, minor children of Joseph Smith
ers, to make an exchange of certain lands therein mentiont:d," was read 
a second time by its title. 
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On motion of Mr. Clements, 
The said bill was then read by special order, a third time by para-

graphs, and 
Passed the House. 

Ordered to be returned to the Senate. 
Mr. Fisher, Clerk of the Senate being admitted, presented for the con

currence of the House, a bill entitled "An act to repeal certain parts of 
acts therein mentioned, and for other purposes." 

And he withdrew. 

On motion of Mr. Black, 
The said bill was read. 

On motion of Mr. Buffington, 
The bill entitled "A supplement to the act entitled 'An act regulating 

marriage," was read a second time. 

On motion of l\fr. Sudler, 
The bill entitled "An act to create an additional school district in Sus

sex county," was read a third time by paragraphs, and 

Passed the :House. 
Ordered to the Senate for concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Black, 
The House adjourned until 3 o'clock this afternoon. 

Eodem Die, 3 o'c!ock. P. 1J(. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

On motion of Mr. Huffington, 
The bill entitled "An act for erecting a new brirlge over the waters of 

Mispillion creek, and for other purposes," was taken up for consideration. 
Mr. Collins laid on the table the following amendment, which, 

On hi:a: motion, 
Was read and adopted, to wit:-

Amend the said bill by adding the following to the 5th section, viz:
'nor until all the damages allowed by the commissioners shall have been 
paid to the respective persons to whom such damages shall have been al
lowed.' 

On motion of Mr. Buffington, 
The said bill was taken up for a third reading, and on the question of 

the passage of the first section of the said bill, 
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The House being divided, 
The Speaker ordered the yeas and nays, 
Which were taken and are as follow, viz:-

Yeas-Mr. Collins. 
Nays-Messrs. Barr, Black, Chamberlain, Clements, Frazer, Higgins, 

Hill, Buffington, Jefferson, Johnson, Marshall, Sudler, Virden, Waples, 
Wilds, Wright and Mr. Speaker-17. 

So the said bill Was lost. 

Mr. Tharp, a member of the Senate being admitted, presented for the 
signature of the Speaker, an enrolled bill. 

And he withdrew. 
Mr. Black presented the claim against the State, of Thomas Harris, 

which, 

On his motion, 
Was read and referred to the committee of claims, 
Mr. Clements laid on the table the claim of H. Todd, for the amount 

paid by him as late Clerk, for advertising proposals to printers. 
And also the claim of the publisher of Niles' National Register, for 3 

years subscription due from the House of Representatives, for that pe
riodical. 

On motion of Mr. Clements, 
The same were read and referred to the committee of claims. 
Mr. Johnson, chairman of the committee to whom was referred the pe

titions of sundry citizens, resident in districts Nos. 28, 30, 33 and 35 in 
said county, praying the creation of a new district within said districts, 
reported a bill entitled "An act for the purpose of creating an additional 
school district in the county of Kent," which, 

On his motion, 
Was read. 

On motion of Mr. Johnson, 
The bill entitled "An act to create an additional school district in the 

county of Kent," was read a second time by its title. 
On motion also of Mr. Johnson, 

The bill entitled "A supplement to an act entitled •An act to incorpo· 
rate a company to erect a draw.bridge over the river Nanticoke, at Sea
ford, and for other purposes therein mentioned," was read a second time. 

Whereupon, 

On motion of Mr. Sudler, 
The further consideration of the said bill was postponed until the first 

day of May next. 
Ordered that the Senate be informed thereof. 
In pursuance of notice given yesterday, 
Mr. Barr asked, and 

i6 
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On motion of Mr. \\rright, 
Obtained leave to introduce a bill entitled "An act concerning lotteries." 

On motion of Mr. Barr, 
The said bill was read. 

Mr. Clements, chairman of the committee to whom was referred the pe· 
tition of certain owners of land in Kent county, praying an act to enable 
them to ditch their low grounds, reported a bill entitled "An act to au· 
thorise the owners and possessors of the marsh and low grounds, com· 
monly called and known by the name of [-lorsepcn Drain, in the forest of 
Murderkill hundred in Kent county, to cut a ditch or drain through the 
same," which, 

On his motion, 
Was read. 

The Speaker laid on the table the following communication from Charles 
Marim, Esq., late Secretary of Stale, together with his accounts. 

On motion of Mr. Higgins, 
The same were read as follow, viz:-

CmPPING·NoRTON, Feb, 11, 1841. 

Srn, 

I have the honor, herewith, to submit my account with the State, 
for moneys received, during the past two years, for fees on commissions, 
licenses to venders oflottery tickets, impressions of the great seal and sales 
of the revised edition of the Laws. The several sums formerly received 
for the use of the school fund are now paid by the Clerks of the Peace 
directly into the hands of the trustee; and the fees received for the use of 
the State from the sale of pedlars and retailers licenses and constables 
appointments, by the Levy Court, are paid directly to the State Trea· 
~urer, consequently, the amount now received by the Secretary of State 
is much less than it formerly was. 

With this communication you will also receive my account with the 
contingent expenses of the Secretary's office, the vouchers of which are 
on file and subject to the inspection of the General Assembly. The 
amount appropriated in the act of last session, as you will observe, has 
been slightly exceeded. The excess I thought proper to deduct from the 
sum in my hands due the State. 

By reference to my account with the State, it will be perceived that I 
have, within the past two years, received the sum of $985 60-whereof 
the sum of $15 80 was applied to the credit of the contingent expense 
account, and the remaining sum of $969 80 was paid into the hands of 
William D. Waples, Esq., State Treasurer, for the use of the State. 
By reference to my account with the contingent expenses of the Secre· 
tary's office, you will observe that I have disbursed, within the above 
period, the sum of$315 80. 
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Be pleased to lay these accounts and this communication before the 
House of Representatives. 

With great consideration and regard, 
I have the honor to be, sir, 

Your humble and ob't serv't, 

CH. MARIM, 
late Secretary ef State. 

Hon. Robert Houston, 
Speaker ef the House ef Representatives. 

Charles Marim, Secretary ef State, in account with the State of 
Delaware. 

1839. 

April I, 

"22, 

May 4, 

" 13, 

June 6, 
" 20, 

July 12, 

" 31, 

DEBTOR. 

To fee from W. M•Caully, Esq., as Justice of the 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
do 

do 
do 

do 

Peace, 
W. M•Caully, Esq., impression of great 

seal, 
Z. Pitts, Esq., comm'n of Justice of the 

Peace, Cannon's Ferry, 
For impressions of great seal at seve

ral times, 
G. M. Manlove, C. P. Kent county, for 

constable's commission to A. Cald
well, of Dover hundred, 

For license to sell lottery tickets to Z. 
B. Glazier, 

E. Cannon, for impression of great seal, 
I. Wood, Esq. commision of J.P. New 

Castle county, 
For impression of great seal to a patent 
A. Stephens, for license to sell lottery 

tickets, 
W. P. Veach, constable's commission 

N. C. county, 
Cash from G. R. Fisher, Prothonotary in Sus

sex, for laws sold, 
do J.B. Stevens and E.T. Baily, lotte

ry license, 
Cash for sale of a Digest, 
do for constable's commission, 
do T. M'Dowell, com. of J. P .• 
do A. Johnson, impression great seal, 
do C. M. Carter, com. of constable, 

.4.mount earried forward, 

Dolls. Cts. 

IO 00 

I 00 

IO 00 

5 00 

5 00 

100 00 
I 00 

IO 00 
1 00 

100 00 

5 00 

7 60 

100 00 
1 00 
5 00 

IO 00 
1 00 
5 00 

8377 60 



1839. 

Aug. 30, 

Sept. 

Oct. 
Nov. 4, 

Dec. 16, 
" 23, 

1840. 

Jan. 1, 

April I, 

" 16, 

" 30, 

May 14, 

" 21 

June 15, 

" 16, 

" 19, 

"25, 

444 

DEBTOR. 

Amount brought forward, 
Cash from R. Ralston, com. of constable, 
do For impres:.ion great seal, 
do W. S. V anstavoren, commission of 

constable, 
do E. Blackiston, com. of constable, 
do C. D. Blaney, Esq., for commission 

of Recorder for N. C. county, 
do W. Ruth, com. J. P. Kent county, 
do T. Robinson of Wm. do Sussex, 
do E. C. Dingle, do 
do J. Robinson, do in New 

Castle, 
do J. M•Clyment, do in Kent 
do G. R. Fisher, Prothonotary in Sus· 

sex, for laws sold, (omitted) 
do C. D. Blaney, Esq., for com. of Clerk 

0. Court, N. Castle county, 
do E. W. Gilpin, Esq., com. of Attorney 

General, 
do For license to sell lottery tickets, to z. 

B. Glazier, 
do N. Covington, com. of constable N. 

Castle county, 
do J. C. Mansfield, Prothonotary in N. 

Castle county, for Laws sold, 
do G. R. Fisher, Prothonotary in Sussex 

do. 
do J. Pettijohn of E., for com. of consta-

ble in Sussex county, 
do Isaac Price of New Castle county do. 
do For license to sell lottery tickets, to 

E.T. Baily, 
do J. B. Hall, com. for constable N. Cas-

tle, 
do A. Stevens & Co. lottery license, 
do W.R. Cahoon Esq., com. of J.P. Kent 

county, 
do C. H. Black, for com. of Regi~ter & 

Chancery and Clerk of the Peace, 
New Castle county, 

do Curtis Tweed, for com. of J.P. New 
Castle, 

do J.C. Voshall, constable's com. New 
Castle county, 

Amount carried forward, 

Dolltt. Ct,. 
377 60 

5 00 
I 00 

5 00 
5 00 

10 00 
lO 00 
10 00 
10 00 

10 00 
10 00 

6 25 

10 00 

10 00 

100 00 

5 00 

35 15 

3 80 

5 00 
5 00 

100 00 

5 00 
100 00 

10 00 

20 00 

10 00 

5 00 

$883 80 



1840. 

July 

Sep. 26, 

Oct. 24, 

Nov.17, 

1841. 
Jan. 3, 

445 

CREDITOR. 

Amount brought forward, 
Cash from J. B. Sipple, Recorder in Sussex, for 

impression of great seal to two pa
tents, 

do Do. from do. 
do J. Moon, for com. of constable, New 

Castle county, 
do G. R. Fisher, Prothonotary, for Laws 

sold, 
do P. Parker, com. Register in Sussex, 
do W. E. Moore, Esq., Sheriff of New 

Castle, for com. and writ of assis
tance, 

do J. Steel, Esq., of Sussex, for do. 
do E. Crozier, of New Castle, and C. \V. 

James, of Sussex, each for Coro
ner's commissions, $10, 

do For sundry impressions of great seal 
by J. P. Comegys, 

do Jona'n. Manlove, for constable's com. 
in New Castle county, 

Dolls. Cts. 
883 80 

2 00 
4 00 

5 00 

3 80 
10 00 

20 00 
20 00 

20 00 

12 00 

5 00 

$985 60 

Settled the above account with the Auditor, and the above was found 
to be due the State. CH. MARIM, 

January 4, 1841. Secretary State. 

CREDITOR. 

By this sum carried to the credit of the contingent expense 
account, 

By this sum due the State, and paid to Wm. D. Waples, 
Esq., State Treasurer, per his receipt on the account 
book of the Secretary of State's office, of which the 
following is a copy-

15 so 

969 80 

$985 60 

Received the above sum of nine hundred and sixty.nine dollars and 
eighty cents, this 9th February, 1841, of Charles Marim, late Secretary 
of State, per his check of this date, for that sum, on the Farmers' Bank 
at Dover. WM. D. WAPLES, 

Treasurer of the State of Delaware. 

Respectfully submitted to the General Assembly, pursuant to an act in 
such case made and provided. CH. MARIM, 

late Secretary of State. 
Do'Oer, January 11, 1841. 
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The Contingent Expenses ef the Secretary's Office, in account with 
Charles Mar'irn, Secretary ef State. 

1839. 
Jan. 25. 

Feb. 22. 

Mar. 25. 

do 

Apr. l. 
do. 

do 4. 

do 4. 

May 9, 
June 11, 
July 4, 
Oct. 1, 
Dec. 31, 

1840. 
Apr. 1, 
do 

July 1, 
Oct. 2 

' Dec. 2, 
1841. 

Jan. I, 
do 1, 

do 15, 

DEBTOR. 

Dolls. Cts. 
To balance due the Secretary of State per account, 

submitted to the Legislature on this day, 
To paid John Catts for making fires and sweeping 

office, 
do R. & J. B. Porter for advertisin!! in Dela-

ware Journal the proclamatio'~ of Col. 
Robinson's election to Conp-ress, 

do P. D. Porter for acc'pt book and ream 
paper, 

do Jas. H. Stevenson for postage, 
To copying proclamations, &c., of the election of 

Col. Robinson as Representative lo 
Congress, omitted to be charged in the 
account, submitted to the General As
sembly, January 25, 

To paid Joseph P. Comegys for copying Laws of 
last session for the press, and litrnishing 
copies of sundry acts, for publication in the 
newspapers, per bill rendered, 

Copy of act relating to Wilmington Bridge Co., for 
the Attoruey-gencral, 

To paid S. Kimmey, for Blanks, 
do W. C Pri.;e's bill for carpenter's work, 
do James H. Stevenson for quarter postage, 
do do do do 
do Governor Comegys' travelling and other 

do 
do 
do 
do 
do 

do 
do 

do 

expenses incurred in procuring and pre
senting sword to Col. S. B. DaviB, 

for haulini:; boxes of guns to Dover, 
James H. Stevenson 2· quarters postage, 

do I do 
do I do 

Samuel Kimmey, for blank licenses, 

J. H. Stevenson 1 quarter's postage, 
bill of cop: ing sundry proclamations of 

elections of Representative in Congress, 
list of pardons, &c., &c., per bill, 

G. M. Manlove's bill of stationary, &c., 

15 21 

2 50 

2 00 

12 25 
11 79 

1 50 

58 16 

1 00 
18 00 
2 25 

10 72 
12 48 

35 00 

6 25 
23 m 
11 31 

9 79 
37 50 

13 46 

19 50 
11 16 

$315 80 
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