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Dear Friends,

As residents of the State of Delaware and stewards of future generations,

we have a responsibility to care for all our state’s children. The numbers,

charts, and stories in this KIDS COUNT Fact Book speak to us—as well as
speak for us — in our efforts to forge a bealthier Delaware for young people.

These pages tell the story improving on a number of fronts—including a decline
in infant mortality, and child poverty, as well as lower teen deatbh rates. Other
Statistics bear witness to the fact that our work is far from complete as we strive to
strengthen families from Talleyville to Selbyville.

As I travel throughout Delaware advocating for kids, 1 often quote a visionary who
once said. “200 years from now, no one will remember the size of our bank ac-
count, the kind of car we drove, or the bouse we lived in. 200 years from now, the
world will be a better place because we made a difference in the life of a child.”

As 1 go through each day as your governor, I keep in mind my two young sons and
dreams for their futures —a future filled with achievement, bappiness, and success.
I bope educators, policy makers, planners and residents will find ways to use this
book to forge better lives for all our children.

Sincerely,

Thomas R. Carper
Governor

Governor Carper with Glasgow High School teens who participated in the KIDS COUNT project “Kids Voices Count”




KIDS COUNT IN DELAWARE

Funded by the Annie E. Casey Foundation |
with additional support from the State of Delaware

kids
count

IN DELAWARE

KIDS COUNT in Delaware
298K Graham Hall ® University of Delaware © Newark, DE 19716-7350
Phone: (302) 831-4966 * Fax: (302) 831-4987
www.dekidscount.org

Copyright © 1998, KIDS COUNT in Delaware

Please feel free to copy dll or portions of this report. We welcome further distribution but require acknowledgment
of KIDS COUNT in Delaware in any reproduction, quotation or other use of the KIDS COUNT in Delaware Fact Book 1998.
To order additional copies for $15 each, contact: Teresa L. Schooley, Project Director, KIDS COUNT in Delaware
298K Graham Hall, University of Delaware, Newark, DE 19716-7350



(B o s e———

PG T TR AT e

] -
|
|

Staff

Teresa L. Schooley
Project Director
KIDS COUNT in Delaware

Janice L. Sturgis

Graduate Research Assistant

Center for Community Development
and Family Policy

University of Delaware

Donna C. Bacon

Assistant to the Director

Center for Community Development
and Family Policy

University of Delaware

Friends of KIDS COUNT
Sergeant Antonio Asion
Latino Task Force

Louis E. Bartoshesky, M.D.,
M.P.H.

Delaware Chapter

American Academy of Pediatrics
Medical Center of Delaware

! The Honorable Patricia Blevins
, State Senator

The Honorable Samuel Cooper
Mayor, City of Rehoboth Beach

Sally Gore
W.L. Gore & Associates, Inc.

Melanie Holden

First State Community Action Agency
The Honorable Jane Maroney
State House of Representatives

Tom Mullins
Director. Southern Delaware Center
for Children and Families

Brenda Corine Phillips
President, The Phillips Group

Edward G. Pollard, Jr.

§ Family Court of the State of Delaware
The Hon. Joseph Ronnie Rogers
Mayor, City of Milford

Gail Russell

J.P. Morgan

The Hon. James H. Sills, Jr.
Mayor, City of Wilmington

Debra Singletary, CEO

Delmarva Rural Ministries, Inc.

Collis O. Townsend
Delaware Community Foundation

Steering Committ

Nancy Wilson, Pb.D., Chair
Interagency Resource Management
Committee

Department of Education

Gwendoline B. Angalet
Department of Services for Children,
Youth and Their Families

Diaz J. Bonville

‘ Community Traffic Safety Program
Coordinator

Extension Agent, Sussex County

Acknowledgments

Janet Dill
Business/Public Education Council

Steven A. Dowshen, M. D.
Associate Medical Director
DuPont Hospital for Children

Benjamin Fay

Committee on Early Education

and Social Services

Theodore W. Jarrell, Ph.D.
Delaware Health Statistics Center
Delaware Health and Social Services
Tyrone Jones

Oftice of the Mayor, City of Wilmington

Prue Kobasa, RN, MSN
Public Health Nursing Director
Division of Public Health
Sam Lathem

United Auto Workers

Paul Loper

Principal,

Richardson Park Elementary School
Patricia Tanner Nelson, Ed.D.
Cooperative Extension

University of Delaware

Anthony M. Policastro, M. D.
Medical Director, Nanticoke Hospital

Helen C. Riley
Executive Director,

St. Michael's Day Nursery
Barbara C. Roewe

Retired Journalism Teacher,
Child Advocate

Dale Sampson-Levin, M.S.W.
Action for Delaware Families
and Children

Sandra M. Shelnutt
Alliance for Adolescent
Pregnancy Prevention

Starlene Taylor, Ed. D.
Cooperative Extension
Delaware State University

Issues and Policy
Developpment Committee

Louis E. Bartoshesky, M.D.,
M.P.H.

Delaware Chapter

American Academy of Pediatrics
Medical Center of Delaware

Tyrone Jones

Office of the Mayor, City of Wilmington
Prue Kobasa

Public Health Nursing Director
Division of Public Health

Dale Sampson-Levin
Action for Del. Families and Children

Debra Singletary, CEO
Delmarva Rural Ministries, Inc.

Alvin Snyder
Executive Director
Children and Families First

Patricia Tanner Nelson, Ed.D.
Cooperative Extension
University of Delaware

Steven A. Dowsben, M.D., Chair
Associate Medical Director
DuPont Hospital for Children

Peter Antal
Wilmington Healthy Start

Louis E. Bartoshesky, M.D.,
M.P.H.

Delaware Chapter

American Academy of Pediatrics
Medical Center of Delaware

Mary E. Cannon, Ph.D.
Department of Services for Children,
Youth and Their Families

Steve Frederick, Ph.D.
Department of Services for Children,
Youth and Their Families

Saul Hoffman, Ph.D.
Department of Economics,
University of Delaware

Theodore W. Jarrell, Ph.D.
Delaware Health Statistics Center
Delaware Health and Social Services
Solomon H. Katz, Pbh.D.
Director, WM. Krogman Center for
Research in Child Growth and
Development, Univ. of Pennsylvania,
DuPont Hospital for Children

Michael Mabaffie

Delaware Office of State Planning
Coordination

Carl W. Nelson, Ph.D.

Division of Management Services
Department of Services for Children,
Youth and Their Families

Donald L. Peters, Ph.D.
Department of Individual and Family
Studies, University of Delaware

Edward C. Ratledge
Director, Center for Applied
Demography and Survey Research
University of Delaware
Jorge Rodriguez-Labarca,
M.P.A.
Statistical Analysis Center
Gail Robm
Criminal Justice Council
Robert A. Ruggiero
Delaware Health Statistics Center

Kul Brusbhban Suri, Ph.D.
Department of Social Work, Delaware
State University

Carole White

Department of Education

Communication and
Public Awareness

Maria Aristigueta, D.P.A.
Assistant Professor

Institute for Public Administration
University of Delaware

Diaz Bonville

Community Traffic Safety Program
Coordinator

Extension Agent, Sussex County

Jobn Brennan

Oftice of Public Relations,
University of Delaware
Sheila Clough Crifasi
Communications Department,
University of Delaware

Janet Dill
Business/Public Education Council

Suzy Dozier
Junior League of Wilmington
Minerva Marrero

Department of Planning and
Development, City of Wilmington

William A. McGowan
Agricultural Educator, Sussex County
Cooperative Extension

Brenda Corine Pbillips
President. The Phillips Group
Maria Pippidis

Extension Educator

Delaware Cooperative Extension

Barbara C. Roewe
Retired Journalism Teacher,
Child Advocate

Andrea Rotsch
Junior League of Wilmington
Delaware Adolescent Program, Inc.

Sandra M. Shelnuit

Alliance for Adolescent Pregnancy
Prevention

Nancy Wilson, Ph.D.
Interagency Resource Management
Committee, Department of Education

Fund Raising
Samuel E. Lathem
United Auto Workers

Sonia S. Sloan
Yorkston Sloan Consultants

Organizational
Evaluation and
Improvement

Gwendoline B. Angalet
Department of Services for Children,
Youth and Their Families

Benjamin F. Fay

Committee on Early Education and
Soctal Services

Helen C. Riley

Executive Director,

St. Michael’s Day Nursery

Starlene A. Taylor, Ed.D.
Associate Administrator for Cooperative
Extension

Delaware State University Cooperative
Extension Program

Design: Karen Kaler, RSVP Design
Cover Photography: Sheri Woodruff
Editing: Carl Nelson, Nancy Wilson

Thanks to the Birth o Three Program and
Delaware State Housing Authority for the use
of phofographs, and a special thank you to the
Delaware children featured in photographs on
the cover and throughout the book.




Dedicated to all the people
in Delaware who put kids first
in everything they do.

The photographs in this book do not necessarily represent the situafions desef
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