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Senator kieg ranning

1

F: This is an interview with Senator lleg Wanring, senator from the
eighth senatorial district wio has had twenty years of public
service in Delawzre and the interview is on August 19, 1976. At
the moment of the Hepublican's convention having chosen “resident
Ford; lieg iMenning what are your thoughts when you look at politics;
national, state, your own public service?

I7: In the first place I have opinions of course on some national
issues but they're purely a housewife's opinion because I have
no inside information on anything at a national level or very
few things at a national level and so that if we talk about issues,
I prefer to talk about state issues where I have of necessity done
some studying and done a great deal of listening to peoprle so that
any opinions at a state level would be trose of & working politician
but anything on a national level woculd be only those of any other
citizen. I'm not quite sure what you want me to talk about. I
assume that it should be a little discussion about why I am no
longer an active cundidate for elected publiic office in Delaware.
Well, when I started twenty years ago I got started...well actually
it was twenty four years ago...sort of by tie backdoor method. I
hzd just completed our femily. Ve have four cnildren; three girls
and a boy and the youngest girl was at that point aveout two I
think and somebody, a very attractive young lady asked my husband

to do some blocking and I decided that it was a very attractive



young lady and I thought I'd better go along and find out what

all this process was avout. I had aiways been interested in self
government; in self determination. I can remember as a child being
very much excited about the possibility that someday I would vote
for President of the United States. But in college I played an
active role in student government and was very proud that the
collezge that I went to, Connecticut, was one of the forerunners in
a meaningful student governmment and I was one of the student
government officers. But then came the period when I married
Robbie after veing a Girl Scout professional two years. 1 married
Robbie and we...it was during the Second World War and we moved to
a couple of places in the United States and then we started having
a family and gray, cotion batiing descended as far as an active
interest in community affairs sco it wasn't until the youngest wes
about two that my interest in government was reawakened on a local
and practical level and as I say, I went along because I decided I
better find out what all this was about that the atiractive young
woman had asked my husband to do and I became fascinated in the
process of blocking which as you know is the process of finding
out who in an area lives where and what their political leanings
are and putting that down on some sort of system so tuat those
people in your own camp can be activated on election day; get out
and vote. I helped Robuie with the blocking in our own immeiiate
area and he at that point was busy with other things like Kiwanis
and Power Squadron and so forti so I sort of took over the political
activity of the femily and became more anc wore fascinated and I
joined the Active Young epublicens. he Active Young Republicans

then were as feisty as they are now and I think that's wholly good.



And we were so bad as a matter of fact, taat at our weekly luncheon
mestings in town, the senior party sent somebody each week to meet
with us; to have lunch with us to find out what the young devils
were up to. We have a similar situation today and now that I am
well beyond the Young Republican age, I still admire and understand
what they're trying to do and they know here in Delawsare that one
of their strongest supporters is me. At any rate, through the
Active Young Republicans I began to take a part, & very minor part
in party structure aside from my little local bailiwick out here
and one day I wuas papering the old Republican hesdguarters because
I couldn't stand the way it looked and a man who neld elective
office and whom I esdmired very much called me on the phone and said,
"lleg, sit down." 4nd I said, "I was." And he gaid, "Have you ever
thought of running for cffice?" 4ind I said, "Yes indeed."™ And theat
surprised him and he said, "I tuink you ought to run for the House
seat.," And I said, "I taink so too and I plan to do it two years
from now." And he said, "That's not gocd enough. You better do it
this year." And he got very little argument. We had a ferily
discussion and we've always done taat. I know it scunds sort of
sachrin and mauldin but I am not a Womadé liver and I feel very
strongly that the things tnhat I do beyond being & wife and mother
must take second place. I have been extremely fortunate in having
a husband and family wno encouraged me but not egged me on. They
allowed me to do my own thing. As a matter of fact, the best way I
can explain that particular point of view I think is to repeat the
conversation that happened right here on this porch. Several years
ago when the woman's lib movement was in the bra burning stage before

it settled down to a worthwhile and sensible course and the hezdlines



were full of bra burnings and all sorts of rnonsense, I was on the
front porch with our youngest dazughter wio was then I guess elghteen
or twenty. She's now in law school in Sen Diego eand is twenty six.
So, I guess it must have been eight or ten yesrs ago and I was
ranting and raving avout the headlines about hLow stupid that was;
what do these women thinz they were doing and how ludicrous thre
whole business wues and Katy who is about five foot two and a hun-
dred pounds looked me up and down and she said, "Mother, you better
just shut-up about that whole issue. I don't want to hear you
talking about it anymore. Beczuse the day you married Daddy, you
were liberated and you haven't the slightest idea what other woren
go through." And I thought about that & little bit and thnought it
was pretiy good advice. I'm not sure how we got talking about
women's lib. Well, winen Jim Snowden who was then & Representative

and later became a state Senator told me that that was the year, I

family and I wes not adverse to doing it that year. So, indeed I
went in and filed on my birthday of that year which is July 25th
and thet is customarily filing time. As a matter of fact I think
it still is twenty years later wnd I was pretty excited aboit going
in to file for a firsv time and the press was hanging arovnd to see
as they ususlly do, %o sce what wws cocking that day at Republican
headquarters and I babbled on about this was my birthdey and wasn't
this a great day to file and the reporter thought that wes pretty
interesting and he said, "kow old are you?" ind I said, "I'm thirty
six years old." And tris was in the morning and it wus on a
wednesday because dWedlnesday was when the AN .R. went tc lunch end I

went to the normal luncheon with a friend of mine and it was our



custon at that point to go to Willie ury after lunch once a week.
There w:w.s at that tirme only ore willie Jry, down on lower liarket
Street. So, we went to lunch and went to Willie Dry and had a
lovely afterncon and coming out of Willie Dry, there w.s a rack of
newspapers on the corner and I could see the front page of the
daily newspaper and I was banner headlines, thirty six year old
woman admits age when she files or something likKe thet and I was
so excited that I went right up to the cop on the beat whom had
almost given me & ticket about three weeks before so I felt I

knew him and I szid, "Look at this. It's me!" That was the be-~
girming of ny politicel career and at thet time the Republican
orgenizaticn out here was not ecstatic about having s wonman
candidate and as a matter of fact, they bitterly fought me and they
filed two people against me in the primary and then a third person
glso filed so we had a four way primary in my first. ~ctually the
opvosition to me as & women and not & native Delawerecan «nd heving
only moved here oh, four yesrs before that, wes & combinatiocn of
toings. There were toose in the repotlican party oul here...well,
they hed denied me a place on the Republican committee just before
that and I was furious. That lent fuel to my determination to be

a Renublicen and further-ore to go all the way. So, the Republican
committee was not enchanted with having a newcomer. They were...
out here it was pretity rural at thet time and trey lived by the
philosophy that what was good enougit for my grandfather is good
enough for my grandchild and there were many of us and in increasing
rnumbers who chose to move out here to bring up our kids in a rural
atmosphere but we were not going to sit still for thet particularly

as applied to schools and roads, that philosopny. So, that in the



first place I represented a threat to the established order. They
also didn't much like the idea of & woman in government although I
thought then and I think now that tiat is a red herring and a false
label and when we getv to the other end of the spectrum I'll again
repeat the same prilosophy. But they didn't particulzrly like the
fact that I was not & native Delawarean. I had not lived in this
house v ore than four years and I represented a new group of people.
So, they filed two men wiom I've even forgotten at this point,
egainst me that were established party and then a maverick cane
along and decided the water looked pretty good. He'd Jjump in too.
ind I was so green that it never occurred to me that I could lose.
I had strong suppgort from people like us. I don't mean that 1 was
such great shakes and I didn't think so then either, but I represented
a valid point of view and those people were rallying to my support.
We'd been through the chairs in the P.T.A., with four kids you can
imagine, ‘e were pretty well known in the school system and I was
treasurer or secretary or something in the P.Y.A. so people knew
who I wes and those very people in the rP.T.L. were the movers, the
motivaters so that they rellied to the cause and I worked very hard.
I had an excellent campaign manager. We did all sorts of corny
things which novody rad ever done before and at very low cost be-
cause 1 believe then and... For instance, we decided that since
many of the people out in this area didn't know me by name but be-
cause I shopped in the grocery store and there wes only one at that
point, a lot of people knew me by face. So, we got a snapshot of
me and sweet talked a printer into making copies of it, snepshot
size and the cost was ridiculous. It was something like...I gusss

he charged us maybe fifteen dollars for two thousand copies and we



hand mimeograpned & letter as if it was a letter from me to the
voters out here. Now, of course this is done now, but then it
wasn't done and we ercloscd a snapshot just as if it wos an in-
formal letter and here I'm sending you a piciure of me and we sent
it to every registered voter in the area and I sent two thousand.
That's what my memory gives as a number. It may have becn three
thousand but certainly it wasn't much more than that and the postage
at that point was either three or six cents. I can't remember but
that was the expense of our campaign and a couple of pairs of shoes
because 1'm a firm believer in door to door. At any rate, orne of
the interestinrg experiences during that campaign...you've seen our
backyard when you came up the drive-way here and we've always hed

a vegetable garden. It's one of t:e reasons we moved out here. ind
we grow our own corn. I haven't bought corn in twenty six years
because Robvie grows it. So, I was up in an even more rural section
north of Newark which at that time was Jjust straight furm, campaign-
ing and & little old lady who was a committee woman up there whose
name I1've forgotten, decided she'd look me up and down. I was
asking for her support ana so we got talking and she asked me lead-
ind questions as little o0ld ladies are want to do and at one point

I said something about we had our own vegetavle garden. I wasn't
pretending to be a farmer but I did understand some of the problems
of growing food. And she said, "Well Mrs. Hamning tell me, how do
you cook corn?" 4And I said, "I put a pot of water on the stove and
then I go out and pick the corn and then I come back and put it in
the boiling water." And a sort of grin went over her fzce. That
district wes the first one to come in on primery day; the results

of that district and I won it hand over fist because I wasn't trying



to %id anybvody out in the farm area and she respected thet and

she was very influential., ©So that was the beginning of my po-
litical career really. Wwe did it with sioe leather, enthusiasm
and very little money and I've done that straight along every tine
now., The second ti.e I ran...l can't remember whether it was the
second tive I ran for the liouse or the first time I ran for the
State Senate. I had another primary. That was a lictle different.
That was a guy who genuinely wanted to ve what it...whether it was
either representative or senator I don't rememver. He was a good
guy and ne was pleasant to me but he thought he'd be better. He
was old guard but not stupid old guard and I wveat hiu handily. Ve
were friends until he died so inere was 1o animosity there at all.
And since theat first tinre there have been twenty yezars of real
exciting, challenging ectivities. We've just talkea about the
twenty years full of cnallenge and excitement and I guess some of
the reasons they have been full of challenge -nd excitement...in
tihe first place I get excited about ideas. I suppose in tocday's
parlance we'd call it issues but an idea as it applies to people
was reaily the reason I was in govermment and it made little
difference what field it was in. Wwhen I first went down there I
thought now I've been through the chairs in theP.T.A, I've had it
right up to here with school problems. I don't wznt to have any-
thing to do with education., Let somebody else do that. 3But I
soon got down there and found outl that novody else wanted to do it
and since I'd had an active participatory role, I better do educa-
tion so I did & great deal in the field of education at the begin-
ning. Then more and more people like me got in the Legislature and

I sort of got away from education matters. One of the first bills...



one of the first matters thut I addressed was an increased bonus
for paravlegic veterans ani I don't kmow how I got involved with
that except that one of the paraplegic veterans lived in my
district vehind us up here and I got to be friends with him and
the amount of money that he got frow the state...of course they
did tlen and do now get a federal allotment but it was peanuts
from the state and so one of the first bills I introduced wus to

increase that amount of noney and I remember we asked him to come
down end testify. I wrote the bill myself which is something I've
done pretty much through the years. I was an bnglish mejor in
college and I get very impatient with lawyer's languase so that for
the most part or meny times I write the bills myself, If they're
complicated and technical, obviously I don't. But when it's
talking about something like raising a state allotment to a para-
plegic, that I cope with. As a matter of fact, before I was in tie
LegisXature actually, Jjust before, our son who is now a lawyer and
I on our bellies on tre 1living room floor wrote a bill and I also
got that one passed. It had to do with the transportation of
explosives because there was a truck out here on Kirkwood Highway
thet was parked off Xirxwood Liighway that wus a plumber's truck

and it had some explosives in it and some kids started a fire ana
the truck blew up and we were Lorrified that you could allow a
truck with explosives in it to be parked in zn emply lot. So, Bill
and I went over to tie fire hall snd ta_ked to the firemen asbout it
and came back and we wrote a small sec¢tion of the code and we got
our lumps because we found out we had to not only use reason and
common sense in writing a bill but you also had to get clearance

from...it happrened in Yelawszre...lercules and DuPont who were in tre
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explosives business and they put us in touch with the Netional
Manufacturers FExplosive...whatever it was. $So, we learned the

hard way. e got that bill passed trough. But, back to the para-
plegic, that was one of the first bills that I introduced down
there and we wanted...my friend Gary Steele to come and testify

and discovered that it was impossible for hin to get into Legisla-
tive Hall. He drove a car. He was waneelchair bound but he could
get himself from the wheelchalr into the car and he had special
controls on the car tut 1t was an absolute impossibility for him

to get into Legislative Hull., Now we solved the problem by having
four men pick up Tnre wneelchalr and carry him in but thet was de-
grading and tnat particular interest has lasted the twenty years;
my interest in handicapped people as people rather than as special
object of attention. Gary is a good example of a perfectly reason-
able, intelligent citizen w .o should have every right to nerticipate
in govermnment just like anybody else. That beginning iwenty years
ago or eighteen years sgo has led me to my current and ongoing
intecst irn handicapped people and I am on the White House Conference
on Handicapped Planning Committee. There are twenty five people
all cver tne United Steves appointed to this. We have our con-
ference next lLiay in washington. We have our state conference next
month here in Uelawsre end it's been an extremely fascinacing ex-
perience. My initial interest was as I say Gary Steele, but it's

carried over the years and one of the major pieces of legislation

ago to remove architectural bearriers Irom publicly furded buildings.

[

We passed our state law before the federal government passed their

end I'm very proud of that. Cur effort to date have been to say
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that any building built in wnole or in pert with state tax money
must be accessible to &ll citizens. There are a couple of funny
stories along those lines. Right after we passed ours the federal
government passed a similer law and so federal funds also must be
used for wholly accessible building and right after the federsal
law wes passed, the new Federal iuilding downtown wes wuilt and
it's magnificent as far es having teleprones at wheelchair level;
h ving proper accomodations in the ladies room or mens room for
people in wheelcheirs; having visually lighted signs clearly dis-
cernable for peoirle with voor eyesight and so forth. but, after it
wes built and dedicated, there was a big flap and it came tc ny
attention through the lancus Club here in Jelaware and I'm on

the Toard of Directors now of the rancus ciub but I haven't done
much: beceuse I've Just been appoirnted., The llancus Club was furi-
ous because they...there were rio curb cuts; they couldn't get in.
Now, it happens that the Ffederal building is on Kings Street

which is a state maintained road. State tax money goes into the
road, The building itself was bulilt with federal funds, alsoc con-
trolled by a similaer lew and yet people couldn't get in and I
raised hiell but I did it through FPete dulont's office. He was a
Congressman as e still is until he becomes Governor in November
and so I called Prete's office and raised hell avocut it and got =
good note back from Pete immediiately and the note said that he had
taken it up with the GSA and the city of wWilmington end sometuing
would ve done by I think the letter said by tie end of September
and this was in mid-summer I guess, two summers ago and I thought
a likely story! Beceuse, ny experience with tre federal government

has been that they talk e lot and don't do a damn thing. However,

oy

I
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was in town in mid-September and it's always sometning of a
challenge to go inte Wilmington because they keep changing the
treffic flow and I never know where I'm goding so, I decided well,
I had & couple of few minutes extra and I'd just drive around oy
the new Pederal Building after I determined wiic: way the traffic
went and see about the curb cuts and by the great lord Harry they
did have new curb cuts and I was so excited. It must heve been
last summer because Pete was already starting to cempaign for
governor. Last summer, how well I remember and one of the first
meetings that he and 1 both went to when I was campaigning for
lieutenant goverror and he had annovnced for governor, I was so
excited asbout it thet I szid....Pete had told about why he wanted
to be governor...and I s«id, "And I want you to know something
else." And I got right up and told the audience what a gocd job
Pete had done to get the curb cuts for the handicapped. At any
rate, this whole process is an ongoing thing end will require
tremencous effort even after the White Fouse Jonference. That's

just trke bringirg together of our deficiencies in the whole field

and what little we've accomplished but it has to be an ongoing

thing and I'm going to be very much interested to continue to work
on that. Another one of my interests over the years has been giving
attention to the problems of groups that are not orgarnized and one
of those rather large groups is Senior Citizens. It was my bill
originally that allowed & tax relief for senior citizens on fixed
incomes as far as t:o.ir property tax goes and tiat was aboutl oh, it
must have been twelve-fifteen years ago that I started and it

took me three or four years tc get the tning passed. It had al-

ready gone through in New Jerssy and gone to the Supreme Tourt of



the United States so we knew it was constitutional but I hed a
tough time persuading the counties to give up the income and

we had figures proving they weren't getting an income anyway
because you can't get blood out of & turnip. But at any rate
we were finelly successful in getting thet passed and then it
became stztewide and now it's back to the counties because
they're the taxing agent and they should have the right of
determining how much tax relief for senior citizens dut it was
my bill originally that started tioe whole process and I'm very
proud of that., I have spent a relatively small amount of time
fighting for ceuses where the proponents or detractors are or-
ganized becsuse they need me less I think I think I was saying
but old people until very recently weren't organized at all.
They are more or less organized now in several different groups
but it's not very effective organization yet. By nature of
their age it never will be an effective strong lobby like the
teachers for instance. 5o, most of the time I have fought for
lost causes 1s not the right word because they're not lost but
causes that are not formalized and with strong loboy pressure.
fnother exanple of that end this is...I didn't win darn it but
our divorce law. in Delaware although they were revamped four
years ago and are for the most part very good; there's one very
sad defficiency and I camnot get the attention of the General
hssembly or the legal profession. Now in Delaware somebody wio
files for a divorce can never be awarded alimony. Cnly the per-
son who is filed sgainst and if you think that through only in
two cases out of the fcour grounds for divorce can thet happen,

Py

cean alimony be awarded anyway. I have rno ergument with theat
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particuler phase but if you think the business through, if a wife
has been mistreated and I don't mean prysically because there are
laws about abuse and so fortn but if her life has been mude miserable
for many, meny yeaers; if she files Tor divorce, she never can ve
awarded alirony and it's particulerly sad in the cese of & women
y

wro hes been a wife ani mother for meany years and ha. come to tre

e where sihe can no long

<&

er zet mesnirgful employment with pensior

She's too 0ld to accrue pension credits. Thet particu-
3 T
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lar vettle I lost ic Dover this yeery znd T'a not going bock of

course as an elected official but I know a lot of the guys down

there and they're zoing to pues tret sooner or leter. DSoune of Lhe
T2 o - T ~ P s RN S S o T . e
oth=rs things that I heve been interested ia over the yezrs for

instance; a peculisr ore heving to do with shoring up ditches for
ditch diggers. We used tc have at least one death a year wien a
trench caved in., I got interested in that; I don't even remember
how and we got some labor jeople working on it. We got som
engineers working on it and pessed a law which reguired that ditcles
be inspected before men were asked to work in them. Certeain pre-
cautions had to be taeken and that was...it must have been twelve or
fourteen years ago thaet we got the law passed and we have had to

my knowledsge two deoaths since then instead of one a year. 3So, that
was a victory. A small matter ocut nevertheless a victory. I was
the grandmother or the mother or whatever of the statewlde family
court system. That took a lot of blood, sweat and tears. We hud
three separate county systems end actually it was Russ Feterson
before hie was elected Governor that got me intercested in the pro-
blem, 7T can remember standing down on Eleventh and Market Street

in the pouring rain while Russ persuaded me that this was something



I ought to be interested in and Russ was that kind of guy; you
didn't even know it was raining when he was talking to you. So,
I got involved in the rewrite of the family court law and it took
three or four years to get it done. Russ in the meantime had
been elected Governor. The process again was bucking the legal
establishment and that was difficult. One of the other major
problems was that Huffin duPont eni I had a dif’erence in point
of view about one aspect of the new family court law and I don't
know whether you kunow luffin duPont or not but she is an extremely
interesting, very dynamic woman. This is sort of an interesting
side 1ligit bvecause I respect kuffin duront tremendously. We dis-
agreed on this one small thing. It wesn't so small but it was
only a vart of the whole law and she did everything she could to
defeat the law and I did everything I could to get it passed and
finelly Russ who wzs then Governor realized thaet we were getting

nownere so he called the whole thning off and put both of us on a

committee along with a lot of other people;lawyers and family court

judges and lay people and so forth and gave us a year to quit
messing sround and come up with a compromise. If Muffin and I hed
done it we could have come to a compromise in a couple of weeks
but you had to go througn the treppings with the legal profession
so it took us & year but we did come up with = compromise and we
have an excellent family court law now. The people who administer

the family court, the judges and so forth, clerks, are incredibly

poor so we heave not & very good family court and I'm just saying it

straight out. I have said it on the floor of the Senate so it's

no secret., It's hearthbresking because we put so much effort into

15

rewriting the law. IFrankly we have a very poocr fanily court because
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we have a Governor who for the past four years has appointed
political hacks in both parties and it's a crying damn shame.

I cannot tell you the...well, Hiram Warner, Republican, was on

the periphery of family court for at least a hundred years I

guess. He's a jerk and incompetent. He didn't even get the
backing of the Bar Association when he wented to be a family

court judge but by the great lord Harry his name came down and

the stupid damn Democrats confirmed him. Now is that's the
callibver of family court judge we have, no wonder it goes to

pot. We had when we first started up the statewide fanily court;
we had Bill Gordon who was & lawyer for Hercules, was cefore and

is osack now and he wus nude Chief Judge. Unfortunately he wusn't
allowed to do what he krnew was right because there were carry-over
judges who could rot be removed from office who made life abso-
lutely miserable for Eill Gordon and ne stuck it for two good years
and then he said, "Who needs tiiis grief?" The o0ld carry-over
judges...for instance, he is no lornger a judge but it's tyvical,

we nad a law meny years ago, still on the vooks, that anybody
under sixteen could not carry any kind of a gun unless he was
accompanied by an adult. The police would pick up kids with

B-3 guns; take them to Tamily court because they were under eighteen
so it went to family covrt and the family court judge said, "Wwhen

I was a boy growing up in Sussex County, I had my own gun and I
went hunting and I am not gonna charge these xids with any wrong-
doing." In spite of the fact that it's in tne law, pure and siwvple.
Now that's typical of the kind of people that we hzve in the family
court besides total incompetence like hiram Werner. So, until we

get a Governor who can make enough apvointments to family court
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judgeships so that the majority of judges would be competent,re-
sponsiole judges, we're going to have a lousy system in spite of
the fact that the law itself is very good. e hzve been talking
ab-ut the rewrite of the statewide family court law. That was one
of the fields that I got very much interested in. I am still in-
terested in it sut I am refusing to getl in an uproar personally
because of tne very pcor staffing at tie woment. snother large
project and I lost this one but it w s close, was & rewrite of the

T4
A4

Gtate Jomstitution snd thaet was a seven yeor effort. t tock a
long time. I was on the original commission that rewrote it. I
wis on trhe legisletive cormitiee that had hearings and passed it

g first time. The General Assemble passed it. It was not zdver-
tised properly throusgh...I'm not sure whose fault it wus either

the Secretary of the State or the Chairman of the legislative
committee., AT any rete it w.s not aivertised. ‘e had to start all
over again. We passed 1t a first leg and the second leg was up
for passage and one of my own Republican cohorts in the House

changed his vote out of pique on anot.er matter and defeated the
seven ye:rr effort. That is sort of a heart brecker but it's also

the way Trings herpen. The whole effort w.s an extrenely interesting
orie; rather academic and one would have to believe thei the effort
worthwhile and I do just because of & strong belief on my part

that a constitution is only a framework, a statement of principle

and statutory law is what's used to flesh it out and our whcle

effort in rewriting the Constitution was to make it a document

that could be used and understood by every citizen and the statutory

law has the detail which is not alw.ys understandavle by every

citizen. ©So, &lthough we lost that effort and 1 :eave some...not



bitterness really becsuse you only have bitterness if you don't
understand. I have some regrets but it still was & very worthwhile
severn year effort., I think that sort of...there were & lot of
funny smaller efforts over the years and one of my biggest problems
is that whatever bill is veing discussed on the floor is of pura-
mount interest tc me for the most pzrt. I get involved in almost
everything end as a matter of fact I w.s paid a supreme compliment
the other day when I wes a guest speaker at a retired group down

in Dover and one of the clerks was a menber in the audience, one of
the podium staff in the Senate end 1 told him something acout

Dover and got him laughing and so forth and the man said at the

end of my speech, "We'll miss ILirs. ienning down there very much
because whatever was going on, you better believe she knew what
they were talking svout and she usually had a comment of her own."
when I first went to Dover Governor Boggs hed just been re-elected
for his second term. I found Governor Boggs completely, absolutely
charming; a lot of fun; a very caring man but not particularly a
good administrator and I think Cale would even agree with that
himself. He knew everybody he talked to by first name; how many
children they had and their color prefererce. He could remember
that and still does twenty years later. DBut he was not a very
strong guy. You have to have a streak of indominability and Le
does not have that. Tuhen Carvel was re-clected for his second term
end I found him,..I didn't like him much when he was Governor pro-
bably becezuse at that roint we were in such a minority as Republi-
cans thet we felt stomped on. We had no voice in tle govermment.
Over the yezrs since Yis governorship 1 have found cut that he is

probably one of the most conscientious guys that we ever had as



Governor. It socunds furny cut when he gets his sonetkirg going,
you better cvelieve it's going to get done. 1 have a lot of

respect for Lir now end I really didn't when he was Governor

©

lthcugh he wes alweys pleasant to us. I din't mean that. 3ut

he sort of over looked us because there weren't enoug: of us to
make much of a riypple. 4And thern came Terry asnd Terry w.s an en-
tirely different kind of guy. He had been Supreme Court...head of
the Supreme Court in Delaware. He was =z lawyer's lawyer. They tell
me he was easy going as a lawyer and I have no way of evaluating
that but I found him as Governor sbsolutely accessible. You could
go up and talk to Terry no matter what he was doing. Le found tine

- .

to talk to you and he took 1life easy. He enjoyed the finer things.

He was a charming Southern gentleman with a grect dezl of legal
background end I liked him tremendously. IEffective as a Governor,
I don't ‘mow. He got things done for individual people and he
didn't care whether they were kRepubliczns or Jemocrats. Obviously
he had to rely on Democrats to get elected but he would serve
Republicans just as ardently as vemocrats once he was in office.
And then cane Peterson and reterson was again entirely different.
e was e high powered, extremely intelligent member from industry.
He had never been in a Legislative position and I huve o firm be~
lief end it apyplies to the President of tie United States all the
way down; you den't start at ikhe top. You must be in order to £o...
to move up you neve to svart at the very bottom. If Huss had
started, had had some service in tlie General Lssemoly before ne
was elected Governor,hie would still be Governor today for another

three nonths. But he had tremendous ideas; enthusiasm overflowing;

worked twernty four Lours out of every twenty four but he had not had



enough political experience atv the grassroot level to rezlly be
able to put his ideas in such a fashion...he got trem passed but
he built up & lot of animosity in the process because he Jdidn't
xnow the right way to get them passed and te get the public with
hiv and we still find pocxkets cof enimosity and it's & real shame
veczuse he was one of the best Governors as far as ideas that we
have had in my memory and then we have Tribbett and Tribbett is

in my estimation...when he wes first electea and we starved to-
gether in the General iscembly so I've mown hin for twenty yeers...
when he wes first elected I thought well, he's going to be a nice,
easy going, exact op.osite of Peterson and meybe that's what the
people went; not many ideas but he'll just nold the fort until
something else happens end trat is true. e has not had idea one
either of nhis own or his own staffs. I used tc think that he was
a plessant enough guy. I am now convinced that he has a meen
streak in him. He finds people's Lchilles heel; their one weakness
and plays on that. ke did it to me. I've seen him do it to other
people and he hes no sense of humor and by the great lord harry

if you're in politics you've got to have a sense of humor or ycu
might as well just throw in the towel. we're now going to briefly
outline my candidecy for Lieutenant Governor. About two years ago
now or m&ybe it was twenty months ago I decideax that twenty years
in one field was cnough and I publicly stated tiat I would not ce
running for Legislative gseat again and I have thought for several
years about teing Lieutenant Governor. As a matter of fact I was
almost nominated ten years ago or twelve years ago ovut the time
wes not right and so I was not. PBut I had been thinking avout it

so first I decided that I did not want a Legislative sect again and



decided that after to talking to a lot of people perconally that I
would try for Iieutenant Governor and the family of course we dis-
cussed it throughly as we had twenty yeesrs ago. Ly first step was
to write to all the party leaders that I could think of in and out
of office and tell them what I wented to do. Then I got a campaign
team together. I was fortunate in getting a campaign manager who
was without a doubt the most capable guy in the statve of Delaware
and not only do I think so but I heave letters from the opposing

camp who agree with me. Ken mansged this whole thing. we're
friends. Te's a very close friend with our kids end he's anly
twenty seven or twenty eight but we knew each other well enough so
there was no prcblem with sense of values. We knew Low the other
guy felt so our discussions were how to furtner trose aims rather
then what our aims were. Ve touched base with all the they, whoever
they are, Ve laid...worked on a budget. We got specialists to-
gether, mostly lay vpeople, each with something to contribute to the
team. Ve never had a campeign committee because that's such a
pompous name but we did have a team and we met regularly. We out-
lined a time table for what we were going to do when and so forth
end took it from there and my first effort was tc go up and down the
state talking to Jokn (. Republican beceuse that's where the strength
of a nonination lies. At that point and I started in March a year
ag0...at that point we didn't...had Jeannie Hookhammer h:s4d declared
for Governcr and nocody else. Then at the end of June Pete duPont
gaid he wanted to e Governor and that put & different complexion

on things. I did talk to Pete in July of last year and he said

that he would stete his nreference for ILieutenant Governor. T

would be on the list but beyond that it he would not sey and he had
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discouraged some other geoyle frowm even veing on the list. oe, I...

&8}

knew right off that ‘ete was not for me anl tigt did not dimivish
my efforts. It rather strengthened them and I worked like a Trojan
with my teum then we got some politicos abozrd anil we called

them tecticians. They joined...well, they had a separate group

axnd they occasionally met with the teum who were specialists in
allied fields out not politicians and we just worked a week, four
deys before the convention in June. Pete cenme out with his letter
enicrsin

indy tfalls who is & very good friend of mine and toere

is @vsolutely no arimosity and I s.id so in the bveginning when

indy was guite obviously Yete's running mate. There wes 1o prob-
len between .ndy wnd me. I like indy and nis wife and they like
Hobbie end me; no problem which in itself was unique. Ve swore
that we would shrow that we could have a primeary fight or convention
fight without dividing the party andi I think we've done t.at partly.
At least there's no personal mnimosity. Anyway, ~Jete came out with
his letter endorsing sndy and evern then when we left this house
Friday at three o'clock in the afternoon the day before the con-
vention, I had more than fifty percent of the delegates but the

steam~-roller tactics and not necesserily oy rete himself but oy

t

ete's enthusicstic sup. orters, tne stezm-roller tactics were abso-
lutely incredible and unless you had been there you wouldn't believe
it. I weuldn't have velieved it and I had for thirty seconds as you
will remember enough t¢ go to a primary. There were pecople standing
to change their vote one way or tne other and o ¢oliticsl party
particularly as personal &s we are in Delaw:re needs theaet kind of
devisiveness so I cut it off and &s I seild earlier any politician

is pert heam and I thoroughly enjoyed ny moment in the sun snd my
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dramsatics. The only time during t:e convention that I was close to
tears was when Nathan led the demonstration right the hell down
the middle of the aisle with a sign supporting me and he was right

P
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e Leed of tne demonstration and I peeked in through the side
door and that almost made me cry and that was pride and Joy not

Q

sorrow. So, it was & good experience and 1 think every politician
I know...every person ~us to huve a little bitter with the sweet.
That was my bitter, I don't regret it. Yoo can't zo through life
skimming t.e cream and I've had a fascinating tine., Pete.,..I have
talked to Pete since then., I still think he made a mistake because
indy is & very capzble guy; ne's not a very dramatic cempeigner,
You need a little pizazz when you're ceampaigning. You nave 1o

turn peovle on. Evidently our candidacy did because FPete still

is getting letters. His commercials endorsing indy have made an
awful lot of people mzad and I've been goling around trying to put
out the fires. This has rekindled them and there are a lot of peo-
ple who are still upset. Now mind you, I have very warm friends
personally and they're pzrt of that group but there are a lot of
citizens wno are not particularly my friends who zare very much
disturcved at the strong arm methods. Thet is not the kind cf
goverrment thoy went and for thet ressor tine un epviness gtill
suoulders portly out of personal loyelty
methodology and for thet resson it's very Aifficult. lowever buik
TC.eo L nrve talked to Tete. He zsked me to taelk to him when both
of us were gbout to go on vecation the end of Jurne. We Lad to
postoone it until I guess it was during July «nd I did go in end
talk te him in his office. He asked fcr my help in the campaign

and when I walked in I said, "You have ny urndying supvort because



24

another four years of Iribbett and we might as well all move to
Mars." Lside from that I like Pete personally. I admire his
abilities. I think he made = misteke but boy we're all entitled
to at least one. RBut I'm working hsrd tc get hin elected and also
working for indy but beyond that he did say to me that he wanted
me to be part of lLis administraetion after he wus elected and my
position there was I am not looking for & job. I also though can-
not turn off twenty

vears of interest in govermment end if there

o

is 2 job that I would like to do in your administretion I will
certainly be interested. ©So, that's where t.e matter lies at the
moment. We often hecr that the bonded indebtedness for citizens
in Delaware 1is higher then any other state. Statistically 1t is

in the top half for sure but I would point out that that is a false
and misleading statement beczuse we in velaware do all of our

capital improvement at a state level. Very little at a local

i
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school level or county level, e have no county road systems. It's
all state. The school system is state not county not schiool dis-
trict except for a small supplement so if you say that the bonded
indebtedness for each citizen in Deleawsare 1s higher here than most

:

tates you're right but the bonded indebtedness of each citizen

{

statewide and locally in other states in many ceses far outshadows
Delaware's. I think zactually after twenty years of experience that
Delaware has been extremely prudent. Partly by necessity because

if you heve a state as smarl as Delaware everyoody xnows everything.
You don't push something under the rug. Yow we were avle to push
The Farmer's Tank under the rug but it came out & lot faster than

it would heve in a large stave like New York for instance. Inci-

dently I was born in Rochester. So that one of tlie reasons that our
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budget has grown in Delawere is just number of people, OUne is
cost of everything and a third is this stupid, demn federal systen
which ssys I will give you & carrot todey if tomorrow you furnish
your own cerrot and the carrot is desirable enough as far as

human services so that states do comply and you get a program
started with federal funds and then all of a sudden federal funds
run out and the state hus to take over. In scme cases we've actual-
ly turned down some of tihose federal projects for that reazson and
thet to me is prudent. If we can't afford tc pay them on a pay as
you go basis then we shouldn't even start them. Unfortunately
we've started a lot of nonsense too. 1 can think of a couple of
federsl programs that we never should have gotten involved in either
at a federal level or av & local level and I'd just as soon we'd
cut them out completely. DBut each person, each member of the
Legislature has his own cause select so I'm rnot unique in that by
eny means. 1 really think that the state of Delawzre slthough we
have gloom and doom and every year we can't decide whether we're
in the black or the red, that's & book keeping problem =nd I could
solve 1t if I were Governor in short order but nobody will listen
to me and I'm not Governor so it's alright. But it's an academic
discussion. WE surely are in debt but we're not in the size debt
that's not manageable and I think over the twenty years we have
been prudent and done a fairly good job in serving the people.
We're discussing briefly the watergete and rixon. As a citizen I
regret it thet it heppened. Any government goes through something
like this I'm sure. Its effect on local government in Delaware
has been much less than in some other places partly because Dela-

ware electcrate are extremely sophisticated people., They will



choose a Democrat at one position on the slate ana immediately
cross over and chooszse a Hepuvlican down the slate or up the slate.
We have mastered the voting machine in Delawzsre and I'm proud of
that cepacity of ours to chcose whom we want. Surely the Water-
gate wss dameging nationally and in some degree 1t wes
locally lasgt tirne. I think the effects are wearing off. 1 hzve

no patience with the Republicans who are trying to stir up a
hornet's nest among the Jemocrats. I think that's tit for tut and
it's stupid., e should be pus.ing the things that we do right as

a Republicuen ozrty and not fall into this trap of recriminetions.

I t.ink that there's a great future for the Republican party both
nationally and locally based on people's desire to run their own
affzirs, That is a valid difference between Republicans and Demo-
crats. The"great white father'in Wosnhington has proved ineffective
and expensive. The "great white father"in Dover because we're much
closer to that "great white father", does a better job and I would

hope that the trend toward local government strength continues.
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