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Upon resuning residence in Buenos Alres I renewed
acquaintance with many Argentines, mostly active or
former Jjournalists, who, in varying degree, were
anxious to offer their views on the existing political
situation and forecasts of what would follow Perdn's
inauguration. As was expected, in La Nacidn from top
to bottom and in offices of newspapers of comparable
standing opinion was deeply pessimistic. In none of
these, however, was heard any expression of intent to
challenge the new national regime; rather, the atmos-
phere was torpid. Attitudes there were interpreted
best in the words of Seflor Angel Bohigas, Sub-Director
and breins of La Neacidn, who told me in the same con-
fidence with which I repeat it to you:

"La Nacidén is greatly disturbed by present conditions
and apprehensive over what may come, but we are not golng
to fight Perdn. We accept what seems the inevitable pros-
vect of six years of his government, and sincerely hope
things will nof be so bad as appears to threaten just now.
lMore than Perdn, we fear the Wooolc around him, few of whom
have shown C"‘dDJfLit\f in public life and who represent
elenents whose COIluLL71€CL adherence to the new government
is open to doubt. As Argentines, we hope the new President
will succeed in eL"ELL nlnv a stable administration.

/hile we do not llle what we are facing, we dislike Iore
2 1 - ’, =

to contemplate what might happen should Peron suddenly

be removed from power.m

he did not say so, Sellor Bohigas obvi GWy was
the views also of his coll@alue“ of La Prenss.
to me was the fact that he did not indict
nazi or refer to any suspiclon of the new
inclination alleged elsewhere to favor
allen interests in Argentina.

During the course of sher conversations I found a
few who, for me, JS"LOD‘ Argentine reaction but
now were “’l iwg cager to give Perdn a ﬂi nce to
;u.ove i romlse make of Argentine Q tlon 1in the
true s In no qus with the ex ion of part
of th: ti .iwgn ouLyln;bv :’x | hear anrproval of our
Government's Qctxkq in Lﬁcu* Book. ‘hether
for or against Perdn, oﬂ nonc o 1] al on the subject
of the new President, senflnes : ;ﬂ jed 1t and other
actions of lr. Braﬁen as meddling in theilr internal
affairs.

At *hiq point, I that all
the opinion related 1
volunteered spontaneou
nor agreement on my par

n & 18
U rejquliring




Perhaps the most illumina
from an Argentine of the
offered by one of the more rec
who hed thrown his lot with th
and since has suffered ostraci
shall give you his name, if
writing it here because he bec
Embassy corres
SEJUENCES.

He told me of his
foreign influences in
obstruct the development of
tions. jhile Crediti“j fully
British in supplying hic
and public utilities, tI
over continued absentee
rightfully should
net discount

abroad,

own

Ao
AlE

vat

1e

-

b ecome A
frou
~U“17fled

e

V“LL

VWhether Lr.
. . ) Ty o B an
opinion Peron,

STY OI‘

of

in

the cl,ctlwn,
s"mbol

as the
~1d love

ne loser
eveaern
tov
with
rship

WoI

"uburr
centines
‘Outw 1 7
t6bu€d; we
material
tution be
fluence of
tina, where
cial stratumn.
known words of
familiar ring.

is

B
fu

befc
ard
the
of

A

““nbtrqtoa

s b
peron eg

rres ld

much c¢f tha
- from personel observation,
the intensity of President

Lnation.

Argentine imag:

How

you wish it,

pondence and even now is

triotic res
entina,
hon

ore
COZ"..\/

“7’]

Roosevelt

1t sentiment is
but
Roosevelt's |
Certainly,

ting revelation I !

privileged class was thut

ently recognized thinkers,
e serious natlonqllots,
sm from his caste, I
but not
ub ject of certain
eellng the con-

o1

cudll

me the

entment toward
he believes,
tional institu-

whi C.‘{]. ne
of the

tl'v nrx

the enterp

country with tnausuo tation
coimn
ownersr

2 ST

perated
believes

He does

or

entat

o

to the

was co

ition
1ities

/outn and

n-

\Q

J
11¢
AC

cited tao
fo l_J_U\'ut:L S
even
accom
rJ:LW
pledg
f their ;¢uw>b
winner, so
an Argentine- a
the wa;, my confidant at-
iCTLOn .argentlna's
United

gland.
ugd grown

far below
an to paraphra

ent

N 5
naz

;"l and
-
lltiu

7 i¢e

a

ha)

the

know
many
the

ention

pe

T have of

the




to raise a monument in Buenos Alres to his memory seems
to be meeting with popular approvel, and the issue here of
a memorial five centavo (most widely circulated denomina-
tion) stamp on the anniversary of his death was an indica-
tlon of Argentines' veneration for the Roosevelt figure,

While within the ranks of Perdn's pre-election follow-
ers, my friend observed, exlsted the very nucleus of future
Argentine—&nﬁrican understanding, what of the opvosition
blessed by Mr. Braden? In some of your correspondence you
have given personal impressions of the behavior of these
democratic leaders. What you have said agrees in consider-
able measure with this Argentine's evaluation. He goes
farther, however, in saying lir. Braden stupidly, but ob-
viously sincerely, believed the avowal of democratic ideals
recited to him by old line Radicals, sachems of the Sociedad
Rural and Jockey Club, and Communist party leaders with
their socially correct hangers-on. He complained further
that even then (some months ago) candidates for study or
travel grants from the Department of State were favored if
they had opposed Perdn. Among the successful ones, he said,
were professed liberals snd democrats whose loyalty, if put
to the test, would be found on the side of international
communism rather than that of our kind of democracy. Al-
though I did not tell him so, privately I had to agree with
him after looking into the records of a few.

Analysis.

The foregoing recitation is derived from the observa-
tions of an individual, but they are not too wide of
impressions received from Otne“”f, including some Americans.
We uqve reports now that even in the Jockey Club guarded
conversation may be heard to the effec hat Perdn is
rging as the eventual protector against sudden encroach-
t by labor, and that he will disa vow the element that put
into power.
No kind.word for rerdn is offered, notwithstanding, in
La Nacidn, La Prensa or the British controlled E1l Ifundo.
llost of the other newspapers are involved in fights for
their lives, mostly rooted in the basically uneconomic
local condition of an overcrowded perlodical field, or
inept business management. The strong ones are {ighting
to retain what had come to be regarded as their inprebgkole
financial position. Undeniebly, La Prensa and La Nacidn
are great newspapers in the sense that other newspapers of
the world bastOW'gieetness. Whether they are spiritually
eminent or less so is a matter not clearly established.




La Prensa, Tfor which its adulators have borrowed
from the Times of London the title of "The Thunderer, "
has been known to drop its tone to a whisper when its
multi-million investment has besn threatened. The ease
of another great family has been 1n jeopardy, too, when
impulses of the editors of La Nacidn have caused them
injudiciously to time thei emarks. As a former pxﬂ@ti-
sing newspaperman, I sometimes find if hard to take serious-

miads oi“ Argentina's important journals over
_ i ITFbQOL is a tenet of
naintenance presupposes responsibility
iinds of its 'rﬂitf *iciaries as well as
centine J istic i i
practice

As of today, I car in the periodicals I read no
evidence of official rec L;»cuLou on opinion. On the con-
trary, the press here seems to be overreaching freedom, and
indulging license with, Jluinly, bad journalistic manners,
R"“ rts abound, nevertheless, that versonnel of certain

dailies, notably La Razon, have suffered physical abuse
uolcrateo by the police of (Jolone1 Velazco. "Thether the
reports are true or whether the Chief of )olice, whose
power t“i° Embassy never should undere has carried
on a ovrivate can wei n against lIM11VL(Jlll news 3avean, or was
folloulng orders, I am not sufficiently informed to offer
comment. La Razon, of cmhrsn, has been involved with the
authorities over a debt, and is reported by a number of
sources to have been or asbout to be aciulfed by interests
around Seflor Miranda,

established that newspapers are publishing news
, but the fear of w nay ‘A,“ap to them
Wlpﬁwc their owners and editors Despite the
affirmation of Thh Gowﬂrnjent'ﬁ free press
unvﬁPtJTJte truth is that the opposition does
:ot tLu@t Perdnts promises. Among many of the dissidents
he is regarded as an adventurer, 1inclined to pledge his
word and violate it without com: punction whenever the
action is suited to the need of accomplishing a ma jor
objective.,

while on the subject of distrust of Perdn prevalent
in more than a few Arcentine and foreign quarters, I need
not tell you of widespread suspicion of a large part of
his program. It may not have been reported to you so




faithfully, however, that some among Perdn's detractors

are saying that he 1s using deceitful tactics in his deal-
ings with you. I know you must have evidence of this

belief among critics in Washington, and we are aware of

the attitude of at least one American correspondent, lMiss
Prewitt, who has referred to actions of yours as approaching
appeasement. For the most part, the correspondents are
making an effort, so far as I can learn, to understand your
problem. The extent to which they can g¢rasp the significance
of developments 1in Argentina and the labor you are performing
still leaves much *o be desired. The news agencies, I
believe, report the situation only as it develops and with a
minimum of interpretation; hence, a piecemeal narrative of
events. Kluckhohn and ?iss Prewitt seem to regard themselves
as Keen observers and coumentators, opinions not shared by
their colleagues.

These two and Clark deéfinitely are making your
more difficult and are not alding in any other DdtrlOB
effort in Argentina. Despite them, I have found among
and new Argentine acquaintances a respect and adii
the United 3States and its institutions unsusnect
previous terms of resildence here. I know of tna
you among tiae Argentines, and of what seems to e bneir
fervent desire for the success or your effort to bring our

relations into balance and restore the gains toward Aryent*ﬂe-
American concord made before 1941 by President Roosevelt. The
younger generation seems mostly not to have inherited its
}dlfilta' spiritual affinity for Hurope, and, since their
President's words and actlong indicate a break wit“ tte 0lad
wWorld past, Perdn has at hend the elements for bullding

our political and economic relations with Argentina,
the lea ship and responsibility are yours, and you can have
IO ur tulnty with regard to my attitude or sentiments. S0
concerns my qualifications as an observer, you are
aware that I first came to Argentina to live more than 21 years
ago and since have had several periods of residence here and
elsewhere in Latin America. The opportunity has been avail-
able to view and study the Argentine people and their institu-
tions, and from it I have derived what I believe to be a better
than average understanding of various socia@logicel features of
this country.

Argentine nationalism seems to me to resemble somewhat
the nationelism of which I have read as characterizing our




own people between the Civil Wer and war with Spain.
Immigration tide° w“d not b&en dsslmil 1ted in those days

of industrial a the United
States had not uttalmed a well defined ﬂternctlop 1 status.,
Qur nationalism was immature and sometimes manifested itself
in violence., In many respects the nationalism of Argentines,
particularly in Buenos Aires, may be regarded as a close paral-
lel to the temper of our people at a time when they were
finding in themselves the qualities of world leadership.

arious publicists and statesmen in the United States
like to compere Argentine nationalism with nazism, but the
elements to support this theory are vague or nonexistent.
With your intimate knowledge of such trends and understanding
of the backgrounds of the German and Argentine people, you
require nothing explanatory from me. ""hat appears to Fit
with almost mathematical precision into the Argentine scene
of today is the figure of a Perdn. Whether this one is to
be their Franklin Roosevelt or just another contribution to
national disillusionment I douot that any impartial observer
can say at the moment. Perdn's integri *v is questloAud at
home and abroad, but since the time of his inauguration, which
dates mny o“hortnnitv to know his public personality, we have
had am evidence of his worthy int~ptiono. You may or may
an occasion closely followi ing your first meeting
when I asked whether you were impressed by the
3 the new President in his expressed desire for
al reouugJant. With your affirmative reply you added
lDL of incidents in Perdn's record which strengthened
in his honesty. 1Lbhmu_x some of the subsequent
put his principles into practice have been handled
even obstructively, by subordinates the intention
s appeared to be sincere.
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fill its obliga".'w alte "w erformance in carrvlnf
through pledges i sing irrita ' r rJ.PF‘“lt and
people, and vexation ior all who ac,;{e T egy normalization
of relations. “K move on the board is Perdn's, but while he
is being harrassed by advisers reminding him of legal limita-
tions, and onlookers with nothing but ill- will toward us, it
does not become those on the opposite side of the table to
attempt to throw him off his game by a heckling recitation of
the player's past errors.
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