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1381 AMERICAN CONSULATE GENERAL 

B e r l i n , Germany, 1935, 

SUBJECT | With r e f e r e n c e t o tit* abor t wave propaganda 
b r o a d c a s t s fram Germany intended f o r . the 
United statea* 

THE E i « S | 

THS SKCRKTART OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

SIR j 

I faav© tin® honor to refer to sty deanetehee Hoe* 

1188, 1196, 1850, 1239, 1248, 1263 &n& 1277 with 

reference to the eatabilsawent of a ilniatry for 

Public Enlightenment and Propaganda ami to its 

activities, and particularly to ay daepatoh N©#'1188 

of March 14, 1935, the first of thit aarlas reporting 

briefly on tha plana or this Ministry for radio broad­

cast® to the • mi tea State®. 

It ha* bean difrice.lt for the Consulate Genoral 

to secure vary definite SSKS accurate Information 

with regard to these broadcaat* and to the program*• 

It la possible, however, to aaj definitely that a 

short wave program is broadeaated lander the direction 

of the Miniatry ©very evening, whiah le Intended 

principally for the United .stataaf Thla information 

la ©onflfwed by i§r« Do<;ig Brink}ey» an American. 

citizen 

difrice.lt


•fi*» 

citl£©n who has boon in Germany for ©eta© w#@fe» and 

who called, at this Consulate Oener&l a M with whoa 

1 had a conversation* The arrival of Mr* Brlnkley 

waa announced at same length la the GNsnisan newspaper a 

some week® ago at whleh time It was stated that Mr* 

Brinkley was one of the beet-known, broadcasters in 

the United btatea who had ®mm to Germany for the 

purpose of studying condition* and making as occasion­

al broadcast* The stories of hi® arrival which appeared 

contained ?©ry fulsome prAlte of Mr» Brlhkley and 

gave the distinct impression that he was cm© of the 

leading and popular broadcasters In the United State®. 

In order to verify this, X got in touch with 

the representative of the National Broadcasting Co* 

for Central Europe* who informed HI© that Mj»» Brlmkley 

does not really enjoy this reputation in th® United 

States and that his company has only used hi© services 

on very rare occasion©* H© did, however, confirm that 

Mr» Brinkiey was here and making a weekly broadcast 

for the Ministry of Propaganda* 

During hia ©onversatisn with ae ir* Srinkley 

etafeed that he was staking a weekly broadcast in 

English and confirmed the reports whleh we had that 

th©re was every evening of the week © broadcast under 

the aaspieee of the Iinl©tryp to the United States, 

I asked Mr» Brinkley how long a® intended to regain 

here and he said that he would probably be her© for 

SQE3© 



seme tiaiot It haa not been paaalble to determine 

whether he wis engaged In the United stata® by the 

Ministry for this particular parpeee $$ whether he 

sold hi® g#rirleea to the Ministry after ha ©as® here, 

and en fchie point no definite information eoald be 

scoured free him* 1 asked fete what the nature of hla 

broadcast® was and ha aaid that ha "commented once a 

week on things hapĵ ening in CSerraany as ha saw thee?"* 

I aaked hiss whether ha prepared hia own broadcasta 

or whether they vara prepared for hi© through the 

Ministry, and ha replied that ha prepared than h;-»» 

self* He adteltted, however# that they war© "revised** 

before ha gave them* It was obvious from the reserve 

with which h® a pake that the anbjecta on which he 

apttk* and practically everything that ha says, are 

determined by the I'inletry of propaganda* 

Mr* Brinkley Is a Jfouag »«n wh^ea general; maimer 

did not make a favorable impression en »•• It seems 

quite clear that he has sold hi® aervices as wa well* 

known American broadeaafcara to the German Ministry 

for propaganda purposes and that- he la an entirely 

willing instrw&ent in their hands* 

As ha la a free agent S contented syaelf with 

observing to him how important it was in the really 

best interests of both the Wnited Statea and Ghanaany 

that no distorted* falsa or in any way misleading 

information with regard to the situation in Oeneany 

be 



l>« brought over the radio or in any other way to 

o«r peopla at sam© or to any section tharaof• I 

obaarvad that tha best in tar-sate of paopla we>r# served 

by a raally |>*©par and complete understanding of 

conditions prevailing In the respective countrla** 

Sfr» Srlnklay I not lead waa not nappy sfean I vanturaHll' 

this observation at the cloaa of mi? conversation* 

Saapectfully joura, .i* 

Qaorg© §•• Mae aer smith, 
Anftritan Consul 3eneral« 
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