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mistake by discussing his visa case with the press
for almost a week before he ever applied at the
Consulate for a visa, and on londay,afternoon,
December 5, after actually having made his applica-
ion that morning at the Consulate, llrs. Einstein
gave an interview to the press which was the cause of
most of the difficulty and of the misapprehension in
the United States. oChe was laboring under the belief,
in spite of the courtesy with which they had been
received, that a visa might be refused them and I do
not know what she said to the newspaper men here,
but knowing the newspaper men here to he a very
decent and fine lot, I know that their reports could
not have been what they were unless they had got a
wrong impression from lrs. Finstein. This is the kind-
est way that I ean put it. Of course the newspaper
men too were s little bit annoyed with the Consulate
because we could not discuss the visa ease with

I need not assure you thet Professor and "irs
stein were received with every courtesy =snd while we
treat everyone who comeg to the Consulate for a visa
with consideration and go into every case considerate-
ly end sympatheticelly no matter how humble the appli-
cant, we did take all pains to give Professor Linstein
that special consideration which we feel 1s due to
such an internastional figure., Ve were not only try-
in; to make the formalities of the law as easy as
possible, but I think I need rot assure you that we
approached the whol watter of his visa from & large
minded and liberal point of viéw and in the hope
that no impediments would be found to the granting
of a visa. In view of Professor Iinstein's promi-
nence during the past year, information had come
to us as to others of his direct or indirect associa-
tion with certain novements sgainst which there
is strong public opinion in certain circles in
the United States, and that there was s possibility
that some time some of these orzenizations would
raise objections to his further admission into the
United States, Dut this was in no sense an indica~
tion thet our Covernment or its officers abroad
would consider him™admissible , nor do I believe
it is necessary for me to tell you thast we in the

Consulate




Consulate General in Zerlin are fully awere that one
cannot keep ideas -ut of a country and that no wall
can be built by the law or by any other means high
enough to keep them out. My personal conviction 1s
that keeping out of our country certain peonle because
of their ideas 1*131" makes them into martyrs and em-
phasizes the ianorfhnce of thelr ideas in the publie
mind. I do not pretend in any sense to pass personal
ju“vment on the opinions of certain neople and
visa prﬂctico and in carrying out the law I always
keep in mind what I believe to be the
important gnuere;t¢ of our country, and
not lay too much emphasis on the yiﬁkons
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Aﬂfort' nate statements to the press whi 4Vﬂave an en-
tirely wrong impression of the circumstan to the
newspaper men here. They feared that he ﬁi“nt be Pe?ﬂs a
& visa, but for these fears the State Department and this
Consulate certainly can bear no responsibility. Had they
applied for a visa before taking up this matter with the
press and Stﬁrting 8ll of the di“cu?QiOﬁ they would
have "ad it and there would have been no Linstein inei-
dent. ”Wa Seeretary's qt»tement to the oress was in no
sense a w 1te-quh of t is uonsulate *eneral because
I know exactly what h even though I wes not here,
and the ‘fcretrnvrm tateme - Jz;b3g1u:91V'qecesoury
in view of } W ng 1mpress ion ich had been i.
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hy this discussion should ha y taken
the form of cucL ”OPﬁ%Ouw ft&@ﬁ me T cannot

were made v nc"z "m ie “e app ::1“ 15.1 e an a8s
i;noramus and a bigot, were sufficieﬂtly :idely
spread at home to *‘ke it poszible that they would
wreck my career. L was particularly &isa>>ejnten
that Lippmann should rush to print the way he 4id,
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Heed I tell you thet Professor Einstein was asked
none of these questions sueh as whether he v as &
Communist, whether he hed insanity in his family
etec. Thisg is al? towridienlous for me evtm to mit@
to you ebout.

I do not quite understand the vu
telegre= to the statements Einsteln
roenewed at lHemburg Pro *"t,ssor a
sailed from Bremen on the 5.2, OAX
coast via th ';?anam Canal. The stees
been at lamburg and they boarded 1t at remen
not touch at Hamburg again, and I am guite sure
neither of them has been in :v@;‘-mr ra wn*a:'..”.
think reference st be made to an i...pervie*

m just before th y selled at Dremen wherec
s representatives talked wi them, bu z:?.fzzat-

7 sald there was entirely inmocuous. !Mr. Deuss
he Hearst Press to e the day after "w* seiled
their lm‘nm 1 talked with the | vmmc*?'ﬂs
Lnut vhen he brought to the a tention uf Professor

1 the i‘:ict };xt thiis whole matter :.L& tar%;cu
\ .utt“}‘ attack on me, ~.*roi”essor Einstein
““z."@f:“sﬂ"’!‘ﬂl L]J. remarked that this was raﬂ;ret’mi}le
it was the way of the world that the innocent
guffer - "yesterday it wos I, today it is
i "ne‘.,mth and tomorrm" it 11 be someone lee”
So far as I can learn he sald mrt‘n,:?.ng; in this Bremen
interview other than tl‘m"‘ 80 far as he wee eoncerned
the matter was closed. think if there has been
anything more it must E':av‘* been cmbroidery. I have
before me, for @xakﬁﬂwl ', clippings from the Eng
préss where the mrm:mauienﬁ of the ,
that he interviewed inw in end gives the :
fantastic end interesting account of whet 12:7 >ened
connection with the visa exeminection, and the fact
is thet Iinstein never even saw this correspondent.
The whole story of the interview is imagl m;ry I
have so far not seen any of the accounts in the imerie-
en press with the exception of an article fr‘o\ the
"Times" - i believe of the 6th December - cnl the
story of the nature of the interview ot the (onsulate
.8 entirely misleading.




a % ¥
. '5."!-% {

: 0 ?*, mﬂgt.m 2 W
ra. Einstein may sey must be ac f")tPf- "3 U"‘ ?PS“"V*‘

cessary to I"f?p&& here but
mm says must be accepted
rvetion. In fect there 1s

bt

e
]
s IR 4

§
e

3 3
B e

y v y & ain
a;nmmt of brave ery becnuse 1 am taking t} 1&3 responsi-
bility which few men in the public service would
willing teo undertake.

I am tremendously apprecistive of the way in
~._213;chz:§r frieﬂdg have come to myrescue =nd I shudder
to think what would .1&«\'\ wppened to some man who had
not had sc many snd .,mwro*‘s i’iﬂ c%‘ds. ‘Z?he whole
work of a 1ifetime : ]
mwarrented atteck.

oy

‘orward to sceing you

% o

in




in Berlin before too long, and with every
and reogl apprecciation, believe me,

Cordially yours,

k Herald of December
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a7 Professor
88 noU rromc:l, treated at thf uOﬁﬁﬂL&tt and was
d to the extraordinary examination reported in
Mr. Lippmann's statement under the circunm-
stances therefore means little as the newspapers had
glrcady made it clear that I was not responsible. There
wos absolutely no Einstein incident except that it was
created by lirs. Einstein and the newspepers. So far as
responsgibility by our Jovernment or its officers is con-
cerned, there is none because when he did fulfill the
legal formelity of eppearing at the Consulate for the
visa, he was trested with every courtesy and received
the visa. There is only one thing that can attach to
the State Department or 1ts officers end that is that
Professor Einstein was required to appear personally
for a visa and that is a matter of law, and we did
ask him whether he was affilisted with certain orgaﬂ«
izations, which we had to do. "Thatever criticiam,
therefore, ilr, Lippmann could have made, should have
been of thc law and not of the officnrs of our Govern-
ment in carrying out the law. Hr. Lippmann would
have done himself and his reputetion a great deal
more good by making his statement to the press more

generous
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Berlin, Germany, December 15, 1932,

Dear lir. Villard:

I wazt to tell you at the
reciate your telegram as follo

"Thanks have communicated

and am writing favorably in H

but what explanation "t'aezeﬁtu
Einstein and wife renewed at Hamburg".

While it 1s offleially impossible for me to
discuss a visa applicetion with anyone except the
applicant or wi th the Departnent, I want for your
personal backg ound to yiv“ you the following in-
formation not only because I lmow thet you are
interested in visa pract$ce generally, but because
titis Finstein case has fortun&tmly been given such
wide publicity. On lovemt 28 s representa-
tive of the Hambur: mmw“%c n Steams! COﬁ’*Ly called
at the Consulate and saw Vice Consul 'ood f“ra who i.
in charge of the vises section, end asked him v
Professor Einstein would have to call - ersonally for
e visa. r. ‘oodford told him tﬂat unfortunately
this would be necess Qr" as 1t was a lr,~1 requirement,
but thft everything uld be aoue to facilitate the

sranting of a visa ajd & little inconvenlence and
1¢sh of time caused Professor Linstein as D?Sulﬁle
A few days later the Hamburg ¢mﬂmﬂn man again came
and asked the same qu ;t;oa 8 he was gl ven neces~
sarily the same reply. lle informed us that Profes:=or
instein did not have any diplomatic or Official
passport, and it 1s only in the case of holders of
such nassports that we may exercise our diseretion

in




in waiving personal sppearance. In the meantime

we had received information about the protest

wid eh had been made to the State 3epartment concerne-
ing the admission of Professor iinstein and this
made it essential that when he did call for a visa

we ask him concerning his affiliations with certaln
organigzations. On December 2 Profescsor Einsteiln
gave an interview to the press with which he had aler
rea&y been in contaet concerning the fuss which was
being made in the United ttates.

Aea T h
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instructions from the Uepartment to
proceced as soon as ovﬁible to Breslau to make an
inspection of our Consulate there and had mede
arrangements here énd id Breslau to spend December
5, 6 and 7 there before the Finsteln case ever
arose, it was necessary for me to leave EBerlin by

an early train lNonday morning, December 5. Fonsul
Geist, whom I am sure you remember and who is a

meat capable and sensible and broad-minded officer
and who shares my liberal views with respect to visa
practice in every respect, was to be in charge during
my temporary absence and we discussed thoroughly the
Einsteln case before I left so that it could be
facllitated in every way when Professor Einstein
actually would apply. It so happened that Profes:or
and llrs. Zinstein called about 11 o'clock on the
morning of llonday, Tecember 5. As soon as they
xrrived fire Geist met them personally and instead

of their heing aker to the visa section he inter-
viewed thenm hlmqelf. It was obvious to him that
both Professor and lirs. Finstein were very nervous.
I feel confident thet in view of certain statements
which Professor ILinstein had made at home during

his last visit, and because of his affiliation with
certain organizations, he felt there was a possibility
that he might be refused a visa and for that reason
he wished to avoid maling an applicstion in person.
He wished to avold certain questions being asked

him which would prove to be embarrassing, snd to
risk the possibility of heing refused a visa and
being subjected tncrefore, to what he would naturally
consider a humilistion. It is interesting in this

connection




connection to note that on his previous visgit to
the United States Professor Einstein had an of=-
ficial passport and it was the refore visged at the
Embassy in Berlin without personal appesarance, as
is possible in such case. ir. Geist, realizing
the nervousness of Professor Einstein and under-
standing fully s&ll the circumstances, received them
with every eourtesy and cons¢uermtion eand in the
most uadersr wmding way, end was finally able to make
them understand td t he ﬂ¢u4€u ‘to foeilitete the
whole nrocedure for Professor Iinstein as much as
ossible rather ﬁhan to oluce any onUhcles in his
way. By using great tact and discretion lir. Jeist
was able to get Professor Einstein, or ratqer erq
tingtein, into a proper frame of mind and it was
cssible to ask the really few questions W&LCh we
ad to ask with reference to his slleged affilla-
ion with certain orgenizations. Professor HEinstein
disclaimed having anything to do with these organiza-
1

W o O

Chk s e &2

tions but after tﬂew had left the office, llrs. Ein-
steln cal’ed up thnt afternoon to say that Professor
Einstein was on the committee of the Vorkers' Inter-
national Kellef but that he was immediately withdraw-

ing "as he has learmed that this ovganizatian is
oolitical On Tuesday morning, Décember 6, Ilir,
Geist telcc30?nﬁ to the iinstein nouse, qoeﬂ“in; with
Cru. Iinstein, and informed her that the visas were
being gfanteﬁ and that they could send some one to

A
call for the visaed p¢SShorts at their convenience,

and they were called for that morning.

I do not bellieve it essential to go into
L

H 0

discussion of the extraordinary details which found
their way into the mress., If Professor and Iirs.

iinstein had made their applic-tion to the Consulate
for a visa just as persons usually do, great and
smell, and had not given these numerous statements

to the ‘ewsnamcr tlerﬂ would have been no trouble
or fuss o bliolt” whatever. e have to handle a
zood many more difficult cases here than that of
Professor ILinstein, and we have never had any trouble
whatever and we have never prevented any such persons
from going to the United Stetes or made the slightest
difficulties for them. Professor Einstein made his

misteke
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a8 I have a very high regard for him and always

read with interest if not with agreement, what he
says. I 4id feel, however, that he documented
himself better than would appear from his rash
statement coneerning me and the treatment of "ine
stein. It wes because of the faet that Lippmann's
articles are so widely read that I took thel iberty
of telegraphing you, es I thought you might be able
to tell Lippmann something about = e personally which
would at least remove the impression that I was an
ass and sn ignoramus. I appreciste partieularly your
telegram saying that you have spoken to Lippmann. I
had information the o ther day by cable that in the

Kew York lerald-Tribune of December 14 he made a
statement correcting the previous impression given

by him, but I have not yet seemit and so do not

know its nature. He is too big = man, however, to
wish to injure someone for & matter in which he has

no responsibility and for something which never took
place and I am sure that he must have been sufficient-
ly generous in his explanation.

The Berlin people, of course, Americans and
Germans, were indignant over all that had hapvened.
They understand lirs. Iinstein and her selzing every
opportunity to give publieity to Professor Einstein
who doesn't seem to be that sort of a pérson at all,
and they also know how courteously and considerately
all persons are treated invariably at this Consulate,
so they wanted to do all sorts of things to bring
the proper facts before the publie.

There is a great deal more thet I could s=ay, but
I do not believe that it is necessary. Vith regard
to Professor Finstein's affiliations with organiza-
tions, etec., I should probably state that when lir.
Geist did ask him whether he belonged to certein
organizations, which were the only questions asked

: 3

him, Profeseor Elnstein did not seem to know and

in faet lrs, Iinstein carried on practically the
whole conversation any way. She remarked to iir.
Gelet that Professor Einstein d4id not really know
to what orgenizations he belonged or was affilisted
with, as she "carried on all the correspondence"”.

.
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Need I tell you thst Professor Einstein was asked
none of these questions such as whether he was &
Communist, whether he had insanity in hils family,
ete. This is all tgridieunlous for me even to write
to you about. '

I do not quite understand t@e reference in your
telegram to the statements IEinsteln and his wife
renewed at Hamburg. ?rofnbsor 23 drs. Einstein
sailed from Dremen on the S5.0. OAKLARN for the west

coast via the anaﬂa Canal. The stea had alrecad
been at Hamburg 1d they bOQWieJ Lt at H smen 80
not touch RHamburg ags and I am g sure ths
neither of them has been in Hamburg “tl I
think reference m . be ma to an 1utervie* with
them just before they s sd at Dremen where several
press representstives talked with them, but
they saild there was en Annocuous.
of the Hearst resu tol i
chat their MHes o1 ’1, alked ﬂ*th *ue ;Lneubhns
and that when he brouu the attention of Professor
Einstein the fact * hat this whole matter had turned
1to & bitter attack on me, Professor Linsteln
3asoohivally remarked that this was regrettable
was the way of the world that the innocent
1 miffer "yesterday it wes I, today it is
Hess erﬂzath and tomorrow 1t vi 1]l be someone else"
So far as I can learn he said nothing in this Jremen

S A

interview other than thet so far 2 he was concerned

the matter was closed. I think if there has been
‘“ytZin§ more it must have been cmbroidery. I have
efore me, for example, climplnws from the English
press where the correspondent of the "Standard” says
that he interviewed Einstein and gives
fantastic srd interesting aeccount of what happened
in connection with the visa exeminetion, and the fact
1s thet Einstein mever even saw this correspondent.
The whole story of the iﬁt@”Viem is 3ﬁaglrirv I
have so far not seen any of the accounts in the Ameri-
cen press wit the exception of an article from the
“"Times" - I believe of the 6th December - arnd the
story of the nature of the interview at the ‘onsulate
is entirely misleading.




If Einstein is the savant w orld
believes him to be, he, as an intelleetually honest
man, will not fail to correct many misapprehensions
when he does get to the United States. Frankly, how-
ever, and this is entirely personal and between you
and me and for your background only, snything which
irs. Einsteln may say must be accepted with reserva-
tions. I move good deal here among the leading
Jews in Berlin and count them among my dearest and
best friends, znd since this incident hgze arisen
a good many of them have tesken pains to tell me
things which it is not necessary to repeat here but
which indicate that what she says must be accepted
with a great deal of reservetion. In fact there 1is
a good deal in this connection I could tell you but
I do not wish to enter into personalities.

How I must ask you t- forgive me for having
inflicted this long letter on you but I wanted you
to have, for your -~urely personal information, this
background. I think you know me well enough to know
that I would not make any difficulties for 2 man
like Professor Einstein and I ecan quite assure you
thet Geist is egually incapable of it. I have to
deal with all these Soviet people going to the United
states and I have been here two years now and for
your confidenticl and personal information I think
it is sufficient to tell you that I haven't yet
made it impossible for a single one to go and you
willl appreciate that under the existing laws this
not only indicates a very liberal visa attitude on
my part, but if I must say it myself, a certein
amount of bravery beczuse I am teking the responsi-
bility which few men in the public service would be
willing to undertake. :

I am tremendously appreciastive of the way in
whichny friends have come to myrescue and I ghudder
to think what would have happened to some man whe had
not had sc many and such generous friends. The whole
work of a lifetime might heve becn wrecked by this
mhwarranted attack.

I hope that we may look forward to seeing




in Berlin before too long, and with every good wish
and real apprecistion, believe me

Cordially yours,
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