Viess, Jaly 28, 1984, %{‘

The denerable
The Seeretapy of Ttetes,

Hashinston, D S

I have the homor %o refer to my despateh No. 65, of
July £6, 1934, rererting oa the abortive stterst to sverthrow
the Government of Justria, and or the slirsumste oes surrounde
ing the death of Chaneeller Dollfves, im whioh I gawe a e
oital of the events as from noom of July 286 to =idnigit of thet
daye 1 shall in this despsteh endeavor %o give ss faithful we
pogseible a reeital of the further devaloments.

Barly en the morning of July 26 I found thet from offisisl

and othey reliskle scurees it was clesrly established that the

sity




ity hed been guiet during the nighte As has slready besn steted
in my despeteh Noo.08 and in the telegrems referred %o therein, the
insidents in Viemwa wn the 2548k were eanfined to the redio stutiom
and te the Ballbsusplats wideh is the meme by which the building
is known in whieh the Chancellor hwd bis offiee and in which the
Forelgn ffiee ia situsted, Throughout the extire afterncem and
evening of July 25 and thet alght the sppesrsmes of She oty wes
normal exeert ot the two ;leces mentiomed and with the ameertian
of & Jsrger muber of trovps, volles, snd Felwwslhy on the strests.
The pudliec bhuildings, to0, were heavily guarded.

m the norning of July 26 1t wee alse possible to et more
dofinite nows fyon the rest of the gountryy which had been remnrk-
sbly sulet the dey ‘efore in view of the attémpted overthrew of
the GSovermment in Vieww. 4 polises commendsnt wes shob by a
Hasi youth in Tmmevrack, and in Styrie in several eaml]l towng
groups of Hazie hwd endesvored Yo take possession of the publie
i ldinge and where they 'wd sucoseded in doimg so had teen drivem
ot sgain by the leenl Meimsehr.

tate in the morming of the 20th and more partieularly early
in the afternoom of that day informetion begen to resch Vieawme
that there was fighting in warioue towns in Carinthis as well as
in Styria betwoen the Haszis and the loesl Nelwwehr. It was ine

possibles to determine the emsot extent of thess omfliets and they

did not remah thely most serious preportions until July e The
reports widch were sent out of Austrie and wihieh eppsrently hsve
tesm pudlished in the foreign press in mest countries ecomsiderably
sxaggerated both the seope snd severity of those emeounters detween
the Hatioma]l Soglaliste and the Jovernment forcese This, hewever,
is readily understendsble ee thers was comsiderable tensiom snd
nows arriving ot the esxpitsl was mot slwmys socurete.

The Government




The Covermment, howgver, deelded ts take me chwnees and
wortinl law wae doelsred in Vieams and Por the provinee of Styris
on the werming of July 28, Vies Chaveellor Jtsrhenberg returned
to Vienns thet moraing snd imsedistely Yook over the dudlies of
Agting Chareslilore Presidest Viklse alsgo rotumed ¢ Vienns from
s nelidey 'n Seuthern ‘ugtvis tlat wmornings 4 Gabinet meeting
wae held und the Covermment deeided tint  deoree would be prepured
weeording to whish the perezons Tsken prisonersz st ‘he Torelgm
M riee, nunbering 144, 9ould e subjeet €5 trial oy w A litary
aourle

Puring the vorning slse it wes made kuown thet v Eimelm
the iustrian Hinister st Rome, hed endesvored o oumelt sulgide
during the night. While at the Forelges ffice thal worming Uve
Tauserlt  the Under lSeeretary for Torelgs Affaire, inlorsved re
thet Ure Rirtelen's name hed heenm in the mouths of the Nssle whe
took pespossiom of the Forelgn Office sll during the feteful pree-
gseedin: afterncom, end thet the towersment hed felt 1t necesesry

to agk bim Lo come to the lefense Hinistyy where he war to spend

the alisE o8ill he esald be smamined Yo detevmine what sosmeetlon

he =ight have tad with the effelire Dr. * uscliltweteated that Dve
Platelen hed not been put under srreste At sbont sddnight twe
polies officers srrived ot t(he Defeuse Minlatyy tn order ¢ tehe
him ¢ the Polies Presidium s 1t luwd been desided o held hm
nors slosely and there were no wesng for doimg g0 st the Defence
Hnistrye Aeserding ts Lr. Teusehits when Dr. Rintelen was i
forned thet e was to pet reedy to leave the bullding he ind el
ready retired for the »iglt end saked that }w be givem tinme %o
dresse This wes granted and some time thereafter s chot wes heard
in the roam snd the offisials ontered %o find thet e hed shot
himself just under the hearte Dp. Taneohits sald he left s short
note whish he dad csheviouply Sust writtem to the effect thet 'w

eould
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eeuld mot Iive and bear 'w rave xig neme xestlicaed im eonneetiom
with the desth of Dre Dollfusse ive Jintelsn was imedintely
tsken to & hospital where s blood trensfusion sperstion was effected,
bat Bix eonditim wae declered €0 Lo sericuse

At X350 on the mowaing of July 2€ 1 selled o the Fresident
to offer the sondolenses of our Jovermvent 1 escordengs with stende
ing inetrietione of the Depsrizente IDimediataly thereafter I
ealled on the nder Seerstary for Yoreign Affsirs, Dre Teaushitz,
for the ssme purpise, sndé took The cnoss’ian 4o express sy persops]
atrdolences also to zeversl sembers of the Fovelgn MTlee stalfs
The Pirst Seoretary, Hre (Meloth, whio scoumssnied me, snd 1 vare
asked 17 we 4id not wish 0 cos the remsing of the Chaneellor whieh
hed alrondy besht progarad spé were i his former offies =8 Clemesllors
I felt it wy duty to follaw this sugrestion in the ssme spirit in
which it was wede, snd the Chiel of Protosel tesk us to the veem
where the ‘hanosller hed besn shet snd where the blood hed not yet
been re-oved from the spot where he hed cbvicusly laim snd where
he 'md drepped pear the doape Ve were taben them imte the Chanesllor's
work room where it weae osbwisus from e glanee at Me body thet he
hod dled from Lieedings 1 sentiom these detalls beosuse they were
during the ssme moming sot forth to o8 by high renling offisinls
of the Govermment whs esid thet 1t wes clesrly established that
slthough the Chanceller hed reseived twe woumds, the physielsn hed
ssta’lished that morning timt neither of them WeBe/necssssrily
fatal 1f ke hed reseived medienl sttemtiome Mo physiodam had been
osllede The Utameeller was shot at slmsst exmetly 1 otelosk om
Jduly 28, snd sithough the time of his desth g neot definitely epe

taulished, 1t sewss that he dled as & result of loss of Hloed fyom

the woand im his neck between 550 and 4 s'closks As has already

been
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boss trought swh In ny desmotelh To. 88, Melor Fey sew Hm et
batwsom 2350 and 5 o'eloek.

% is =lse now well sstablished thet the Clanoellor recveste
od that & priest be e2lk d and this was refuseds It wag not Wil
the besleged Tound thet there was no hope of thelr eoup suoeseding
end that they would eventuclly be obliped o zive t:iemselves up
that they sent for & priest snd he arrived after ithe Chanosllor hed
explrod.

Daring @y econversstiam at the Yerelge fige on the worniny
of July 28 it was offleielly cmfirmed to we thet Ire Hieth, the
German #Haister in Viesns, had oen reeslled sad timt e Cermen
Soverement had indlosted that 1f the 144 priseners were taksm o
the Jevmms froamtier Sthe Germes suthorities weuld refuse to recsive
4 e

These 144 prisomers oreated s very serious situetion for
the sustrien m&m&iﬁn.nahs Covermaent foress cutide of the
Farelgn Offiee ocould not sttsck the Wilding or croseed azalnet
the Hesls ceenying it e seosunt of threats of the Bexis to ime
mediately kill nst mly the twelve prinvipel hostees held in e
roos slready referrad ¢o, but =lse gsume 140 other peresms who were
in the building »t the time they socupled 1%, ineluding meny women

stenopyehers and enployesege. T“hea the Sovermment mode 1te sgree-
mept with the destieged lazis it imew thet the Chaneeller 'ad tes

woundad, but was under the lmpression timt he wes met grevely
wounded and tihat no 1ives hed beem loete Tt was folt that 1%
wagld be unsafe to perwit the situmtion to somtisme over nizht g
sny sotiom would de moye J1ffienlt sfter smsets Furtiermore,

it wes Sbvimusly dencerous for the remers] situsdion s rermit the
publie to resmin wnder the impresstan thet & pood part of the
Cabinet wes in a perllous situstiom for so long.

It i




- 8 -

It 1s suite wderstendable, therafore, thet the lsbinet Ceounsi)

deaided 4o cowt the desend of the beslesed Yagle ¢« be rivem

safe emmduet %o the Uaran fromtlers

is there s 1lksly %o be s goad deal of dlecussion In the
future with regard to this wetter, I wmete below the order which
wss riven o Hipister ZoustedtereSturmer by the Cablnet ss reporte
od in so offielisl sowendquds

"By ordey of the Tedarsl "resident the rebels are

urged to ovasuste the tuildins m the lellheusplista

within & cusrfer of an houre I no llves of mexbers

of the Joverment who hewe beet 1llesally deprived

af 4halr freedon heve btosn lael, ths Tovermsent

deslares thst 1t srodsoes 49 the rebule ssfe retreat

and oomduet to the Tramtlepre If these terns are not

sooepted during the temm flised the forees of the

Goversoent w11l be cseds”
ihen the terme had bee: seoerted mnd the Jermn Hinlster hedéd =i nessge
od the agresmest and the sewhers «f the Covermment in the bullding
were set Tyoe 1t was found that the Thanesllor was desds Irres-
nective, however, thet thls wes eguivelent ¢5 & peash of the
agreement and freed the ‘ustrisn Joversment Trom its sbligstlom %o
provide safe oomduet te ihe Crontier, 'v. -ohussolmipgs stated to
the forelgn diplemiie reprssenigiives on the lste evesing of
July 26 thet the Covernment intemded te detsin wmly those wham it
was oglablished ware the lendere and those who hed been directly
responsible for the murder of the Chancellor snd to send the
reninder the following morming to the Gemen framtisrs 4As is
now imown, the -ermsn Covermmert on the morming of July 2¢ made
1t mowm thet 1t would aot persiit these relple to oross the "pamtlers

The 144 Haals srrested st the Forelss 'fflce are still im
the police prison in Viemme The actior wiich will be taken with
respoot to them is not alesr a2t this mowent, Mt ¢het the leaders
snd those directly imvelved iz the murder sf the Chaneellor will

be emeeuted after trisl Ly = sdlitary ocourt seeme o be without

st ale




cuestiane Thie will be evvered ‘n a later revort.

On the sorning of Jaly 2€ 1 wes ales akle ¥ leam from
offieisl sourves that the Chief of the “risdmsl "elise of Vieumm
mmd quite = mamber of lmportent poreoms in the oliy imd been arrest-
od bessuse 2f informetion leewdns swailebles t2 the offest that they
md been cugmoed with Iwe dAntelam in the plot to overtivow the
Govermment. by newm om July 26 1t wse already poscitle for the
lovermment to estadlish thet ¢the sotiam had wueh wider rexificati us
that 1t wms ot Piret thoughte The Jovermest wee emvinced of the
esmplicity of e Eintelem in the sobtiom, MWt was uweble to guestion
hix op seoount of hie pressrious eonditiam followine hils wounde

W the sfternoon o July 22 aaé that nl 8 more serioue
diffieulties socurred in veri-us lsslated toens 1 “tyris and in
Garimihise The ‘otine Cheneclleor, "rinee ‘terbenberg, ss the lwed
of thw lelowehr eulied 11 its mmsbers inte sotive servico and tie
stroets I» all towns were setysllad and suarded bw the loes] et
wehre It was necessary to send troops to seversl towms iz tyris
apd Carimthis %o sesiel the Tetumvehys

slthough Viemss comtinued cuiet o the E¥th, further ocone
flists were revorted in “tyris and Carinthise £t Zollensehlag on

the Uerwen frontier & group of 40 sustrien lesieonsires were reserted

in en offisial sosmmd 08 as heving endeavored to cross the fromiisr.

The smmeunicud steted thet they iad been driven taek with several
cssusltiose I made every endemvor throuzh officlal and cther ree
Hsble soaress to learn the setusl situstion theoughout the sountyye
in ul] of Tlelal courees 1 was assured, 3s were the neshers of the
Legatiam staff, that the d1ffloulties 'ed been smfined to “tyrie
and Carinthis and that the citustion wes well wsder contrsl, snd

mn July 27 1 was definitely informed by the suthoritles that by the
following day the few spots where the Hesis had not beem - deprived

af thaly




of thely arms would be slomred upe

am July 28 s emsssnioud wes lssued by the Under seoretary
‘op Defense whieh steled thet the Jovernsent forees 'wd lost sinee
duly 285 snd ap o thet date 78 killed and 168 wounded thyouzhout
iugtriae This imeluvdes sammities in the army, poliee, and Hsine
wehpe The seimeipsl essusliies were et ‘esben shere the :loine
Bomton Jegellechalt ig situsteds This evwmpeny iz ecvtrelled by
German and coastriag enpital apd there 3 very lerge fermen 1nflue
ense 1z Ite I¢ 1z ot Lechen that the emflist betseen the Sasis
and the Jovermment Toroes assawed She preportions of 2 seall dattle.
ie far as 1 sn shle to tell, the sonfliet threughoul the ovumtwry
has been waeh exsrcereted in ihe reporte viieh heve beep sest cule
side of sustris ss would be indientad by the of Mielel stnteneat of
the desd and wounded, whieh | mve ressam to welieve 18 gorreot up
%o July 28

m July 32€ the Tunsral of the Chaueellor was 2eld at

2:30 o'cleoak in the aftermoume 1t mme s moving snd wmesuslly well

sandusted m&m& sl I ax Infoermed thut get even =hem Dmvsrey

Press Josef wes turied In 1916 ip Vienns was there such & ghow of
pablia sorrow in the elitys 4t the funersl oersuony st ihe City Hall
Prosident iiklas end “rimes itarhenmberg delivered furersl oretions
which were used as & dediestiom of the Joversment to the wllfuss
poliniese They both Jdesliared in wmeculivoeal terms the desive of the
snstrisns for frieadly relstizme with sl thelr neiphbors, but thet
there aouzld bs no eomproxise on any wuest’n invelving the Indepene
donoe of Lustris or intervertiom in her intermal sffalree

ssgording to reports whleh it has been rpossible to et
semoerning tie slitustioe iz the coustyy om July 28 and July 29, it
would sppeny thet the eountry has ‘een emtirely suiet smd that ia
these spots where resistanse had etill been showm an July 29, it
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1 kave endesvorsd Lo -iwe the Department this lwriefl re-

eital of the events through the early ewvening of July 29, I have

not gome inte detall ss the time hes net beom sweilable to do T ise

i hope %o sover inportsst phases of the sovement snd €= glive eppros-
priste interpretive somsents in despeiohes te follows I have been
in eomstant toush with ofiielal souress of imformotion end with ny
eollemgues snd delieve thet the svente sz »et forth in =y despsteh
¥o. 88 of July 26, end in this despsteh rerert ihe ol roamstences as
slesrly as 1t is posvible to melste then st this tinee

Before 2losing this despsteh, however, 1% shouls be stated
thet it has already Leen estailished that the ¥asis who taock possesse
fiom of the madio shation and of the Parelsn 0fflee w July 25 sturke
ed from o polnt on the odge of tie elty where they gethered in &
ballding and put o wniforms of the amy snd of the Mewms police
which wore unloandod from gix trecks whieh stopped in fromt of the
building shortly befere noolls The mem hastily threw off thelr
aivilien alothing and dresssd for the most pert in ammy unifeorvas.
From the trucke slse were :nlesded sroe, particularly revolvers,
many of wiieh were now and whieh it is ssid were of Ceorman ovrigine
After they ad ohanped ipto wniform the menm ot into the trucks and
ware reapidly drivem to the eanter of the oitye Six trucks left
the rendezvous an the edpge of the olly, five of wiich resched the
acurt yard of the Verelign 7fiess Vhem they entered the counrt yard
the sosupsnte immedintely ertered the bulldims amd took vesseseiom
of 1t in sueh & wvay that 1t was slear thet they thoroughly imew its
zoography snd the losstiom of the veri s sorrvidors and of flcess
They srrested the sogupents always with the seme ory “in the nome
of the mumdesrresident and of the new Government™s [ sm inforwed
by warious members of the Vereige ffies steflf who were errested in
the building by the Hasl inveders that the imweriable statement was

the asove
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the above which was saplified in soow eases $o "in the nome of the

Bundespresident and of Chaneellor Almtelen”, or "in the meme of the

(]

Sundespresident and the Ohief of “elice mms. A mamber of

these sase wesbors of the Forelgm fliee steflf hewe informed »s,

smong them being the Under jeeretary for “oreign ffaire, ir. Tanseh-
its, that they were first of the ilmgreseion that It wes an atlenst

by the arsy te teke over the Jovermment as the psuvedo of Tioers und
sen wvhom they first sew Iad the sypsarance of recular of figers end
soldierss It was 2ot uatil lester im the aftermmosn as the guards were
shanged that they sew thet most of the mem were obviously not scldters
fraz thely dovortment and from the say in whiech they wore theliy unle

formey end that parts of the repular sculpment wers »!ssing.

Respeotfully yours,

dgarge L. iossersuiths




