INFORMAL REMARKS OF THE HONORABLE
GECRGE S. MESSERSMITH, AMERICAN
AMBASSADOR TO MEXICO, AT THE LUNCHEON
OF THE PAN AMERICAN ROUND TABLE ON
APRIL 14, 1942.

D G T e G o A TS W G O B e S S evS S W

Mr, Minister, my OGolleagues of the Diplomatic Corps
of the American Republics, members of the Pan American
Round Table in Mexico City, Ladies and Gentlemen:

I know that you will forgive me if I talk to you to-
day in this informal way rether than deliver a prepared
address. I am not so much a believer in words as I am
in deeds. In these days of orisis it is a source of
satisfaction for all of us to know that the countries
of this hemisphere are a unit in their determination to
maintain their liberties and their sovereignty and their
institutions. The only safety of the Americas lies in
this complete unity and there must be among us unity of
action. Panamericanism has resolved itself into a reality.
It is like a delicate flowed which requires careful nur-
turing but now it is in its full bloom,

May I take this opportinity to congratulate the
members of the Panamerican Round Table in Mexico City

on their initiative. Your work is not new. For many

years you have been laboring industriously and fruit-
fully in this field. It must be and should be a source
of very proper pride and satisfaction to all of you in
the Round Table group to know that you have been pioneers
in the work of inter-American understanding and unity.
You have fostered friendly understanding and compre-
hension through sympathetic contact and associations

long before and during these trying times.




-2-

Qur republics in the Americas won their sovereignty end
their independence and their political freedom by the
sscrifices of our ancestors. We heve learned to cherish
these libertles snd sovereignty to the degree that we are
determined to fight for thew once agelun, realizing that
thet which is worth conserving is worth fighting for.

The responsibility for all that hes heppened and
for the wer which we are in end for the seorifices which
we must meke must not be pleced on the governments of the
¢emocracies. It is my opilnion thet governments are not
80 much to blame es &re our own people themselves. In
& democracy the people rule and are responsible for
their government., Offlciels in high place in more than
one country realized in the lste twenties the possibili-
ties of & future confliet. By the middle thirties they
hed come to the conelusion thet it wes almest ineviteble,
end & few yoars later and before the actual break of the
war they knew that It wes certein, but publlic oplinionm, in

spite of the efforts to enlighten it, due to lack of under-

stending, would not permit those responsible in government

to take the steps in defense end of a preventive character
which were 80 necessary end which those officiels reslized
were lmperative, Ve &s & people saw cthers prepering for
war, but were cauplecent and thought thet whieh wes happen-
ing elsewhere iln the world could not touch us. We rested
under the delusion that for us, whaetever might happen
elsewhere, there was & certainty of pesce. The result

was thet not only did we not prepare for our own defense,

but by our inertis helped the enemy to prepare agalnst us.

I wes
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I was in Germany from 1930 to 1934 and in Austria
for nearly three years more. I saw the industrial and
eccncmic machinery of that highky industrielized country
being turned into a potent instrument of war, I saw the
preparation of troops and the tralning of youth for war,
In the forests of that country I saw the secret training
of men and the building of barracks. I saw the tremendous
development of the air force which could have only one
objective. All this wes an open book to the world but
wea paid no heed,

What happened ir bBelgium, in Frence and in other
countries of Burope heppened because, like us, they did
notowish to read the fucts. It happened because cleerly
threatened countries would not unite against a common

danger. If we In the Americas were late in recognizing

the danger and our sacrifices and effort have to be the

greater for not heving done sco, that recognition is now
complete.

Today in our country our huge industrial machinery
is being turned into an instrument of aggressive warfare.
This cannot be the work of a day or af a month. The
transformation of our factories alone is an incredibly
difficult task., The automotive industry is an example.
o turn this one industry into & war production instrue
ment means the transformation and replacement of machinery
and this alene is an enormous task., I am glad to bde
able to tell you that this transformation of industry
from a peecetime to a wartime basis is rapidly approach-
ing its completion. Vhen this 1s accomplished the news
that we read in our pepers in the morning will be changed
and when we listen to the radio we will hear of the
prozress of our forces and the approach of the victory.

But
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But we must realize thet the production machinery
elone will not be sufficlient. iMachines end money and

all forus of aéon@&io sacriflces will play & preponderant

rele in the war end in the winning of the vietory, but
it will ve the intelligence and industry end effort of
thoee who man the mechines whioh will win the war. We
cannct sven foresse today a£ll of the secrifices which

we will be called upon to make to win the war, In the
United States, in Mexlioco, in Canade and in every country
of this Continent, maximum sffort must be made, slnce we
are facing the result of our insoction of the past. HNever
before has there been such & call on the full efforts

of the Americen democracies as that which they face in
this erisis.

We do not know how long the war will lest nor the
sacrifrfices which we shall heve to meke nor what the
world will be like after it ls over. We know that we
shall have to win the viotory, that we shell have to meke
great seocrifices, and that the postewar world will in
many respects, at the best, be differeat from the one
we now live in. The length of the war will depend very
largely upon the effort we put forward. The secriflices
will not be our own alone, but those of our children and
perhaps our childrens' ohildren, but they, &s we, will
elso reap the fruits of victory in the form of individual
and political freedom end en opportunity to lead reesonable
lives.

The cementing of this unity emong the Americen Repub~-
lics is an essentiel rfector toward the schievement of the
goal we are seeking. They are meking thelir contribution
end I wish to teke this opportunity to say that the
Government end people of Hexico have won the admiration

of my ocountrymen by the manner in whioch they are meet-
ing thelir responsibilities in these fateful days.

It is one of the best auguries of the future that
Mexico
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Mexico amd the United States should be collaboreting in

every rield with each other snd with the Americes so

fully.

The prob}ams‘or the peace after the viotory is
achieved may, in some respects, be even greater than
those of the war, This time it will bde the responsibllity
for the democraciss to assure themselves with the ap-
propriate means that their peace and security will not
ezain be threatened as they are now. In the problems
of the post-war period the Amerlcas are prepared, I am
sure, to play thelr part and to assume thelr responsibili-
ties. As free and sovereign states colladborating in the
victory they will be prepared for the leadership in a
post-war world of free and sovereign states cooperating

mutually with each other,




