Vienna, July 8, 1885,

Dear lir. Phillips:

I may be unduly pessimistie, but I see the

Buropean situstion developing very unfavorsbly., Thile I
em oonvinced that there is not s single country or Govern-
ment in Europe now which wishes war, and while I believe
that all of the Govermmente in Burope are trying to aveid
war for the present, and in this I ineclude Germany, the
basio situstion has beeome worse instead of better during
the last six weeks partieularly.

¥hile the Abyesinisn cuestion has been pushed
into the foreground in the news end is for the moment the
primary question in Rome, London, and Paris, I em convin
thet the major issue in Burope still hinges on Austria.
Hitler's views with respeot to Austria have in no wey ehanged
and he ig determined to Lring her into the German sphere
not only becsuse of Austria itself, but as this is esse ntial
as the first step in the program of politicel expans or to
the Southeast, which is a primary object of National Social-
ism which it not for a moment loses sight of. Ve knom
that the Austrian Legiom is sgein in the pleture snd that
recent developments in the major Europsn situation heve
brought Hitler's designs on Austrias into the foreground.
Even though in Cemmany overt setion ageinst Austria would
be opposed in more than ome quarter, and certainly bjthe
Reichswehr, the possibility for such agrression remeins very
real.

I wish at ell times to be most ecareful end con-
sidered in what I say to you, and while I teke the liberty
of writing you very freely snd of expressing my personal
views for sueh interest as they msy heve for you, 1 hope
that I need not tell you that I am oomstantly reviewing
in my own mind the gemeral situation and my owm reactions
in the light of the faots as we knmow them here. V¥hile
Vienna remeins only es the ecapital of s wvery small country,

The Homorable
Williem Phillips,
Under Secrctery of State,
Weshington, D. Ce




that ecuptry hes become the foosl poinmt im the reservetion
of pesce in Lurcpe and Viemna remsins s oroscsrosde where

ome meeots sl) kinds of well imforned peoples As I kvow so
many of these people who come to Viemna from sll over Eurspe,
one 1s sble to get here 4 feirly good pleture of whet is
happening all around. Deosuse I Leliove the situstion to be
gorious and full of possibilities, I heve reviewed it in my
oo mind apgeln regently end you mey be interested 1f I put
my resctions in writing.

I shell again review vory briefly sad of course
most sketehlly the situstiom ln same of the major coumtrics
88 it is seem hars.

Poland, wiith en intermel situstion better than 1t
was, is in her foreign poliey still streddling. It is be-
lleved hers thet one cennot spesk of a proefermen poliey by
ook, ut on the other hand that the srmy is not setisfied
with the apperently too friemdly relstions with the present
Government in Germeny. The army, I understend, feelw that
the Freneh position has besn strengthemed by the Trengoe

foviet agroement and would prefer & return to more friendly
eooperation with Prance. In verious olreles in Folsnd
what 1¢ oalled Begk's too pro-German sttitude iz nod without
its opponentse The visit of Beok to Berlin undoubtedly

had for one of its objeots s strengthening of Iis own posi-
tiom st homee The reports which we heve here concerning
his visit are toc divergent to form any correst cstivste,
but the irpression lg here thet the Polish sttitude will be
nore defiviicly one sguim of bedng reedy te full em either
side of the femee and her sotiom in the near future will

be definitely inllucnoed by the fuglish sttitude. It ie
believed here that if there are further indications of elose
eooperation between London and Berlim, as for example through
separate conversstions on an air peet, that Poland, agsinst
her will, will swing more into the Germen orbdi% sv heving
more to pein there, but not belng at all hanpy sbout 14 snd
not heving any #llusions as to the dengers which thic eourse
may have for her,




In Czechoslovekia the internal situstiom is not
sltogether & happy ome and her eoonomic problem 12 soing
%o cause her comtinuous if net ineressing ecomcerm. “he
has hed to revalus her vurrency twice and in cuse of gone
eral stabilizetion mey be obliged to do it & thlrd time.
The imternal politiesl problem has been cumplicated by the
recent eleetions and while there iz every indieation that
Heinlein is going to be prudent and desires to avold meking
mistakes that will get him or his party imto trouble, it
is pretiy oclear that there is ne guesticm as to his own feole
ings. He would prefer the Germense in Czeghoslovekia to be
atteched to Jermeny and the German speskiny populstion of
- QCzechoslovakia does not have much attachment to the Czech
Government. This new group under Helnlein is going to be
s thorn in the cide of the Csechoslovekien Government and is
bound to be & disturbing element not only in the internal
situstion in Csechoslovekis, but in the generel Surcpean
sltustions There are those who feel that the lleinlein
group hes in it suffioclent sources of dissemtion to keep it
from begoming s denger to intermal stability and I think
there iz & good deal o this, but in the last anelysis
vhether this new situstion in Czeghoslovekis hooomes n ser

ious matter internally or aabernslly depends om external
developments.

In the meantime Czeghoslovekie can be depended
upon to stick closely %o her asscelstes in the Little Ene
tente snd to France, but the genersl developments in Europe
gannot help but esuse concera to the Prague Covernment as
they do in the rest of Southeastern iurope. Ceechoslownkias
migt stiek to Yrones, for it is her emly reeourse and she
knows that 1f Austrie oces 1t 1s only s questiom es to vhem
Czechoslov kia will follow. The imeressingly difficult
situation in France is not meking Prague anmy happier, for
it realizes that the striking power of France has been defie
nitely weskened.

In Hungery the situstion remains quite steble and
the Goemboes Govermment ia for the time belng flrmly entrenche
od with Goemboes himself really the stromg man, but the en-
tirely wmatursl cooperetion between tokherdt and Bothlen
ie a factor to be - counted with. 1If therse were another
Government in Germany, Hungtry would undoubtedly be weaned
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away from Italy, but for the presemt im spite of the German
efforts the attitude of the Covernment remeines definitely
unfriendly. Kenyw, who really has the foreiga poliecy of
Hungary in his hande, ls fundementally friendly to Germeny,
as is Goemboes, but both of them dlstrust the Litler reglime.
Although esvoliding eny definite conmitments on the gquestion
of Austris, Mungary is quietly supporting ‘ustrie's struggle
for independence agsinst Germen pretonsions as 1% knows that
if Austria goes 1t will 10 tooe Revision iz Cor the time
being pushed into the background by major developmente in
the Zuropean sltustiom, Yot receine the rrineinsl objeotive
in Tungarian Toreign policy. © fer she sees help more
likely to some from other direcotioms then Gerrany ené so long
as this is so the Germen efforte will have little effect.

Parenthetically I may seay that I wes in Budspest
for s few hours during the weckend and had s chence to talk
with ven lieckensen, the German Minlster there, and although
he is not o Hagi, there iz overy indiostion thet he le just
a8 mich an ipetrument of the reglme se Ygpen ies here. I do
not wish to burden this letter with my conversstion with
linckensen, but ecam only say thet it left e most distressing
offoot om me for after ell he is the som of the grest Fleld
Harshall,

In Yugoslavia the developments so far tides year
have all been in the right direstiom both so far as her ine
ternal situetion is conserned end as to her externsl policy.
Prince "sul san do thinges which ‘lexender sould act, snd the
new Cebimet hae agparently opemed the way to eomeilistiom
within the ovuntry. It certainly hes a broader bese than
previous Jovernments end ‘rince Maul hes already begun his
work in intemmel concilimtione. The relatioms with Itely
are better sinee Huesolini empuwered his new Minister in Del-
grade to state pudblioly that Itely hed no territorial am-
bitions there. Ae soon ss I[taly and Yugoslavia have been
able to work out o definite understandin: with regerd to troop
movements and Yugoslayv action in osse of aggression spgainst
Augtria, ome of the prineipal diffloulties in the wey of the
Damublen Conference in Reme will be removeds I em informed
that these arrengemeits are uaking wry sellsisctory progress.
The German efforts in Belgrade, which have been so sotive and
which have not beem altogether withouti sumcess, ere still
held in check, but everything depends upem developments in
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the major plotures Yugoslaviae, like Polend, ig one of
those eountries that wants to remain on the fence s bit loupg-
er snd to reserve her sttitude externally es mueh ss possible
until the genersl pleture is clearer.

Turkey is undoubtedly using the oonfusion in the
genersl Iuropean situstlion n order to use the Straite as
bergaining purposes, tut in her onse, a2 in the case of Humw
anis end Sulgeris, her sttitude will be determined by the
develomments in the msjor pleture.

At a time when Frence should be strong there is s
growlng lupression smong her friends snd others thet she has
lost her striking power. The internal eitustion in Prence
is such ss to osuse real oconoerme I find thet 1t 1s s%ill
the generel conecensus of opinion theat revelust’om of the frane
is bound to come and the tremendous defieit in her budpget,
with eonstantly imersssing militery empenditures are bound
to cause difficulties, FHer firences on the whole are in rote
ten shape snd the samecld ervwd are still in eontrol. Thether
8 diotetorship would solve Frence's probleme I don’t know.
There are meny who think that it would be the only way ocut of

en imposeible internal politieel situetion. One thing I de
believe, end that iz that v stever Covermment Franece may

have it w11l not go very far to the Left for the sttschment

of the ¥remeh %o property ie so strong that there is po possie-
billty of enythin: exeept a feirly conserwilve Government
which would not change the mainm lines of Fremeh foreign polisy.

The internel situstiom in Pranee, of course, is

of major concera end importance im the Eurepéen problem, ‘“hen
the Frencoefoviet agrecrunt was resched there was e yo0d deel
of tallk as to whether it roslly had sny adventage for Frence
on the ground thet in eceze of trouble in Burope Russie, in
spite of her big ermy, might not be sble to make anmy prolonged
mlitary effort om secount of situstioms whioch might arise
within the couniry. low there are those whe queetion how
mich sdventage the arrangesment cen heve for Russia without
Inglend end Polsnd definitely on the tide of Freance. There
sre well informed people now +ho guestion vwhether in cese of
German sgeression against Austris or in feot ageinet enyone
else France could move and meet the obligations whieh she

has tekems So far theres is no pronounced nervousness in
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Auetria, Czeshoslovekie, or Tusoslavie, but this nervousw
ness lsz beplnning to dhov 1iself a2nd 15 boumd 4o beeone
sgoentusted if the developments In the near future sre not
more promicing than they have been. Should the rift bee
tween Londom and Parls beeoome wider or the sl tustion in
Prance beeome more eompliceted 1t would heve serious repere
oussions in all three of these sountries and would heve its
renctions in all of Southeastern ‘urope.

The guestion ss to what Frenece would do in ocase of
sggression is ome of major importence. You will remember
thet it had alweys been Prench polioy that should e Hitler
Govermment come into power in Germany Frence would move imnes
diately. Ve know that when this setually csme about the
French Genersl “taff informed the Govermment that it might
not be able to Mgk complete mobiligzation in case 1t was
started unless there should be an ectual act of aggression
by Germeny against France. It is therefore no wnder that
in various eapitals of Southeasteran ‘urope snd perheps else-
where the question is being ssked as to whether France under
present cireoumstances would sotually be eble to move to meet
her obligations.

Italy, with her finences in an extremely weak state,
is in s position vhere the ‘byssinia adventure msy have tc be
carried throughs It seems fairly olear that Abyssinia has
been s major fector in lussolini's poliey during the last 18
months end that all of his plens have been made to carry it
throughe There iz every indlestiém that unless Ilussolini
gets hiz winimam satiefesction regarding Abyessinia without war
he will not shrink from thet., TWhile it is probably pree
meture to speak of an eetual military allisnce betweon France
end Italy, it seems clear that the visit of Gemeral Gamelin
to kome was for the defimite purpose of meking agreements be-
tween the Genersl Staff of the French and of the Itelian Armlies
for troop disposition and actusl cooperation in case of Uer-
msn aggression ageinst Austries once the wer in Abyssinie nay
have started, "hatever else ome may say about Prence's
policy, it feces the faots and Frencheltelian militery co-
operation ig to be the preventive measure apainst possible
Germen sdventure whem Italy iz busy im Abyssinia., The fur-
ther threat of Fremch-Italien naval esooperation to supple-
ment the militery would be a seriocus smswer %o any poliey
which England sight employ of playing one side sgainst the
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other on the Continent., FPrencheItalisn navel cooperetion
in the Mediterrenean 1z zomething whieh "mplend ecould not
feoe with complacengy for 1t would mesn her communications
with the Hast being out off or st lesst seriously threstened.

Franch-Italian military cooperation in cese of Gere
men aggression ageinst Austria ig evidently ocomplete with
the details worked out. Similar neval ocoperstion between
the two in the lediterranean 1s so far perhaps only a threst,
but it shawe thet in ‘urope all the ecards are not yet in one
hand and that every country has to play its cerde with the
grestest ceution. It would heve been far better for iden
not to have gone to Rome at all then with what he had to offer.
Italy's position is wulnersble, but so iz the british in this
respeot and the Eden vielt must 1o down es one of the major
mistakes of a country whioh hes heretofore beenm much more
considered in sctiom of this kinds It looks as thoupgh Tnge
land had not sald the last word with reepeet to Abyssinie
snd 1t depends on her moves ss to whether it will come to
ectusl confliet there or not,

Iagland with the ey to the lLuropsan cltuastion in
ner hands is following & peliay wiiish se far seems to be
elear to no one here. Her responsibility to herself, to
the Daninions, and to Burope is enormous and that she should
be slow and perhaps halting is understandable, at a time whem
she i3 faced by these responsibilities. The has e stirong
public opinion at home thet Dngland & ould keep off the Cone
tinent, just ss we heve ome ot home thet we must remein out
of Purope. But the 2tlantle is wider than the Chennel and
there are many other ressons in eddition why we can keep out
of Zurope. Then there are those in inglend who say that
Austria is not BDelgium, but there are many wise nglishmenthat
beliove that Austris is now es lmportent to Lugland 4f not
more so than Belgium wes in 1914, Iiy own snalysis of the
situstion leeds me to believe that this 12 so and that ome
of the major mistekes which could be made in 2ritish poliey
now is tc believe thet Inpland's interest in Austris and the
Gentral Duropean gquostion 1z not s vital cnes It is a strange
thing that just at the moment it is easy to exgite publie
opinion in Englend with regard to Abyssinia, and that the
British offer of an infinitesimal strip of territory to Italy
should arouse suoh widespreed indignetiom. As ¢ metter of
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faot the meintenance of Justris sz a uffer between Gormsny
and the rest of Southesstern "urope is of far more importe
ange to peace and to the Lritish Hmpire than Abyssinia.
There are some in England who went to play the old “ame so-
sording to the old rules, but this does not fit in with the
changed oonditions in furope. It is & strange thing that
over here, as at home, there sre s lot of zood people who
pannot reallze thst we live in & very much changed world,

Here the ettitude of Englend 12 not understoed,
but it 1s belleved thet the last word has net been sald.
There is » strong feeling here that British polisy iz belng
influenced by internel snd eleetoral oomsiderstions but
thet before anything eatastrophie happems her poliecy will
beoome more sleerly defined snd her stlll grost influence
will more definitely temd towards the maintensnce of peace
on the Continent. There are those here who spesk of the
Colenies having served notice on London that im csse of
Taropean eonfliot the cclonies eould not be depended upon
to participete as they did in the Vorld 'ar. If this is
80 1t would explein a good desl, British policy has to
consider so mamy parts of the world and so meny vitel probe
lems that it ls ineressingly diffisult to meet some of the
rapldly developing situationse It is inconceivable, how-
ever, that England do s not know the fects and doeg not know
the inevitable conséquences to it of fallure to face them.
It is partioulsrly intercsting that the editorial coment
of the TIMES, ss well 8z the news columms, has again chenged
somewhat towards what they were before Jenuary of this year,
It may be that the loss of oiroulstion had some effeot evem
on TIMES policy, but I should like to thimk that the chenge
is due to an ineorcasing spprecistion of what England actually
has to feoee

It was very nice and comforting to think that a
naval paet which glves 38% of Sritish strength to Cenmny
is no mensoce to ingland, and it was comforting to the Ade
miralty to feel that big shipe osmmot be bullt anyvhere withe
out enybody knowing ebout it snd that more then one can play
the game of chenging poliey end breeking sgreements. In
other words, the naval pset which ingland concluded with
Germeny did not per se offor any denger to Imglend, but the
way in which it was concluded emd the faot thet it was ar-
rived at caused consternation 1n practically every capital
of Burope and undoubtedly deeressed British prestige and
confidence in British methodse One hears a good deal about
"perfidious Albiom",.
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It is only e year since the 30th of Jume, and the
world seems to have forgetiem thet Hitler spenly sssumed
before the Felohstag and before the world full responsibili

& sold blooded murders of thst daye The world seems
‘bn have forgottem thet 1f om thet dey some sixty or seventy
Fetionsl -oolalists wereput out of the wey, on the same day
severel hundred pood Germans were also rmdsrﬂd eimply bow
esuse thoy heppened to be good mene The world seeme to have
forgotten Schlelsher, von Bose, Jung, @lau-mm r, snd the faot
thet Ireviremues and Zruening would have ¢ too 1f they hed
been in the ::nm“trv. The poliey :
izm are still there snd in primary favor
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Goebbels, Rosenberg, less, Keppler, “treicher, Friek, Freisler,
and & host of secondery leaders ere still meking poliey as
thay did et the outset.

It is true thet the vew regime has not been sble to
develop firetelass mem, ac Goebbels himeself adwitted in a re-
oent speesch. In the finsnmeisl and seonmomic field it hes beem
impoesitle to do without non-Nazls like Sohecht and Erosigh.
Ia the politiesl field Neursth end bulow remeinm, if omly for
decorative purposes. In the administrative field the faszi
regime continues to use men who in their hearts are not really
Hazis. Dr. llloh who hes built up Germsny's sir forece for
Gooring hes Jewigh blood. Dr. Grauert, who ocouples sn inme
portant sdministretive positiom, is inm reslity not a Hazi,

In the military field Blomberg is personmally sttached to Hite
ler, but doee not share the Nagi ideology smy nore than does
Genersl Friteh, the sctual Commender in Chief, Exmmples of
this kind could be givem without number, but these men are
working to put the Nasi progrsm inte effeot and this 1z the
important eonsiderstion.

In the univerelities free thought does mnot exist,
mich lese expression, snd more mem, irrespective of whether
they are Jew or Gentile, are being elimineted constantly.

The recent elimimation of Professor Zarth is only cherscter~
istie of whet is constantly taking place in the univérsities
even though less news gets inte the press in Germeny and
sbroage Vhat iz being dome to student orgenizetions is
olearly indlosted by the news which has erept out of the dis-
solution of -ne of the oldest snd strongest student fraternities
in Heidelberge In the theater sand in musie the origlnal pro-
gram of the regime ls onrried through v thout interruption,
snd in the recent “4rsuss ingident even Goebbels eould not
prowmil sgainst Eosenberg. The non-lazi peps-s have rreeti-
eally all beem elimineted and nowhere st sny time hee there
beem such complste gontrol of the press end publie opinion
forming mosns ss im Germsny. In spite of even Nasl offorts
to restriet the eireulatiom of comtents of Strelcher's "Sturme
er" his position and thet of the paper are stronger than ever
and the London TIMES a few days sgo reported the permogrephie
posters from the "Sturmer” posted in Berlim. In the courte
the new Nazl justice iz being sdministered with unfeiling
severity and the Hatiomal Scolslist judicial ideology of men
1ike Freisler and Frick is becoming the basis of German juris-
prudence.
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The anti-Semitie policy of the regime has not let
up in my degree snd the the same men who made this poliey,
with losemberg, from the beginring sre still in power,
Goshbbels himsel? in his epeoceh om the 30th of June made it
slear that slthough some people persist in belloving thet
the Jewe are human beings, they must umderstand thet f{leas
sre snimels slse, but the¥t Jdoes not keep then from belng
very undesirsble members of the speeles.

Although there hes been some spparent let up in
the aotiom sgeinst the Cetholle and ‘'rotestant Churches,
there has been no fundementel ehenge and Goebbels found 1t
negessary in the seme speegh above referred to om Jume 30,
in Berlim to meke it elear thet the Perty wae determined to
garry through itz sotiom againmst the Church.

The youth organizstions are defiritely militery
organizetions and in the sshools dext books sre used to-
wards which those in uge in Soviet Hussie asre mild and ine
of fensive.

This is the National “oeislist Cermeny with which
¥urope has tc deal and which has & definite forelge policy.
Yo one seems to be sure of the direetives of Sritish poliey.
It 1is elear that the Fremch postewar polloy of encirelement
of Germemy wes t00 big a bite for her slone. Her intermal
wesknoss and leok of sdegquete losdership have endangered the
success of this policy of encirelement et s time when che
may be oalled upom to aet on it at amy time. TItalien poliey
hes been fairly clear and is still elear, but she is wisking
her Furopean position Ly = colonial adventure at a time whem
to oarry through her poliey she should be stromgest on the
gontinert. With Iritich policy umcertain emd Premoh and
Itelisn policy weakeming in thelir striking power, they ere
faced by s Germen poliecy which iz definite evem though un-
knowm to the great mass of the Germam people and which has
undergone no single change sinee the National “oeislist
Parky ocsme into powers

German policy under the Natiomal Soeislist regime
has definite objeetives., The Nationsl fooielist regime
swgllowed the Pen-German ides in its entirety snd has ex-
panded upon it by ineluding the Ukrsine as well as having
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definite objeotives with respeot to Delplwm, Holland, and
Seandin.via., From the ocutset the poliey hes been to real-
ize the program of politicel expsnsiom without war. The
Gormen minorities everywhere, but particularly in Austria,
Czechoslovaklia, =nd Hungary, were to be used in order to
stir up trouble, Jugoslavie and Tumsnie were tec be won
over throurh economic advawtsges and through promises of
territory. 1Irouble wes to be stirred up everywhere in
Southesstern furope so se tc weaken the Litile intente end
break thelr relstions with France. A separste arrangement
was to be made with Folend emd to separate her from Prance.

Prom the beginning it has been Hationel Soeialist
polioy te econoiliste Tnglend and Fitler hes definitely
dreamed of actual allienee with :ngland in order to get a
free hend on the Comtinent, Tetiomal “oelalist leeders have
made no seeret of their hope that with ingland working with
Germany she will have nothing %o fear in anmy way from us,
but onm the other hend in thisz way open the wey for coredite
snd help to consolidate her position.

V¥hile earrying out this poliey sbrosd, Gormany was
to reoarm ot home and %o make her power felt throughout
Europe. It has been the idea of Hational Secialist leaders
that as they became stranger at home through the resrmement
program, thelr expensiomist program abroad would be helped
by the growing feer of German military powers The NHationel
Soeislists believe in the use of foree and terror and that
foree and terror are just as useful as imstruments in en-
foreing their will abroad as they sre in esteblishing them-
selves in the country itself,

Thus Gormany hes im the midst of the confusion in
Furope, under the present Govermment a definite program.
We know how far it has been elile %o go with its rearmament
program. It has succeeded in meking the agreement with Pole
send. The Samr has been reincorporsateds In 2ll of ‘outhe
eastern Burope the inecressed military power of Germeny is
definitely felt, end in every country of Southesstern Surope
there is o definite fear of thie power snd a reslizetion
thet 1t will be used i plascably whem the opportunity comes.

At the opening of this yesr the situatien loocked
ensouraging. Ths inglo-Fronch agreement of London and the
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ttress meeting had opomed the way towards e series of agree-
ments whicgh had st lsest 2 chonee of sheeklins the expansion
of Germeny. As a2 result of the imploeFreveh swd the [drese
agreemente, the 21 tustiom ?tz 8211l cuthesgtorn mrope sterted
%0 sase age  Jor $he Tlest tlize thoss sualler comuiries ree
alized thet somo of thelr apditiems and strifes vould have to
be abendoned in the face of major lesuwes., Tolimd wes proe
pering to take = more definite ettitude deceuzre of the aprare
ent definitonees of London., Jermany wes feced by ¢ finensial
eriels end the kmowledge that the Hetiomel Soolelist reglme,
froed by this isolation end by intermel d1fficulties, was
sure to go $f 1t ceuld not broek through and ret the help

it needed in Puglend and perhaps in the United “tetes,

Faced by this emergervey Cormen pelicy, just beesuse
it was defnite, bagen s peried of intense setivity which
hag so far, beceuse of the eonfusion, we:rkness, end uncertainty
in BPurope, mnde ceusliderable progross juet ot the romert when
it wes feolng ite major orisise. Eibbentropts visits to
Ppglend where Hasi policy wes comeentrating its efforts, be-
gan %o show effects. inglend was affected by the smme hyse
teriesl fesr of war vhich sould only be eompered to the hys-
terical fear of a disermed Germauy in Frsnoe sfber the war.
The efforts of Lord Lothien and his sassoeleter snd the chenged
sttitude of the TILEE, together with the imner politicesl sit-
uetion in Emgland, mede poseible the oompletion of & separsis
naval pact by Cermeny with Englends The comelusiop of tis
pact hes broaght econstermetion not only in Peris, but in
Reme., The whole structure, so carefully built up, hes been
&1l but wrecked., ‘Vhatever there wee of defin?tenese in the
European situstion at the beginwing of the year is now re-
plaged by umoorteinty., Thore is  the definite feur thet
ingland mey proceed with the conelusiom of a separste alr
pact with Cermeny for her owm reasomns, end if the develop-
ments im the msjor situstiom should be such that such negoti-
stions nctually teke plece, the econfusienm in practically
every sepital in Western and Southessterm Purope will be
disastrous. There will be the defirite fear that s nawml
and sir met w111l be the prelude Yo fimsnciel and other h-alp
which will Piz the hold of the present rogime on Ger
end the feelinr in outhesstern furepe is thet if t*xis: cms
about CTermen cxpepsiem to the “eutheest ie certelin end that
it esnrnot be agcomplished without & war which will inwolve
all the major powers of ‘uropes




it is extrsordinary that whem all of Purope, ine
eluding Germeny, wishes to avold wer it seoms almost ine
escapable under present developmerts. Inglend, es I have
indiceted, 1s sufferin: from an elmost hysteriosl fear of
wor; @ fear which if 1% 12 sllowed to influonge her policy
may definitely involweher in ome. France, who has been
prepering sines the end of the last war in s feverish way
to defend her security, is im e positiom where zhe cem herdly
strike to earry out her obligations to her friends, snd
erdently desires pease. Italy wents Abyssinia, bul earn~
estly desires pemoe and seourity in Purope., Poland wents
nothing more tham to keep her present fromtiers snd to keep
the pesce. Caechoslovekie, Yupoelavis, Austris, snd Hunpgery
want pemce at axy price exoopt their independence. lHolland,
Switzerland, and Ceandinavia want peace, for they know they
camnot benefit in any wey from war, The German people do
not want war, but its Govermment is bullding up s psychology
among the young which will make a war inevitable in time,.
The German Govermment does not went wer now beomuse it 1s
not ready either intermally or externally, but it belicves
definitely in war ss an instrument to sehieve ites ends snd
these ends eanrot be achieved without war. It hopes for

time to work im other ways, to complete ite armament progran,
and to consolidate 1ts intermsl positiom, but it is useless
%o speak of the present GCermen Government se not heving
warlike intemtioms, snd inm this respeet it 1ls the omly
sountry in Lurcpe definitely bound by its policy to war,

Russia, too, does not wart war for it is tos wle
nereble intermally end extermslly and hes no immediate onds
to gein. It is possible, and there is mmeh reasonm to be-
lieve thet the ultimate sapirations of the Soviet regime may
be as dangerous to the neace in Burope as those of the pros-
ent German regime., I earmot go inte this in this letter
for it is e problem of itself, but there is the real differ-
enee that the dsnger from Russia to BDuropeen peace is & remote
one while the ome from Cermeny under this regime is ome which
is constantly beocoming more throatening.

Under the Buropesn pleture as ! have sketehed it
in some brosd cutlines in this letter, there are those who
say thet e wer is lmpossible for no one wants 1% and no ome
is really prepsred for it. From this the conelusiom is
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drewn thet there s no danpger of wsy, These same obsere
vers gay that they cen see no demger of war bLeosuse they
oanmnot see {rom what direetion it will come.

I fesr thet thic sttitude is ome which disre-
gerds the main outlines of the ploture which we have te
look at. Barring secoldoents, mo one will start a wer now
in Zurope, but ecgcidents asnm happen st any time. By wes
narrowly averted om July 28 of last year whem the Hezi
putseh in Viemme resulted in the deeth of Dollfuss by the
prompt sctiom of Itely on that day whem Mussolini in two
hours after the murder of Dollfuss, ordered two srmy corpe
to the dustrism froutier. Hitler wss not prepared for sueh
en energetie move snd todk the nesessary steps to prefent
further sction from Uermeny snd wes sble in time to provent
thet setion. Yar 1 belng prepered in Germeny, not only
in factories, but im the sohocls, in the theaters, im the
press, and through the perversiom of youth. i tremendous
foree in the direotion of wer is beling built up thers entire-
ly sside from the directives of FHetionsl Sociaslist peoliey.

The question is not vhether snyons wants wer now,
but whether the clreumstances in Furope are not suech that am
acoident might precipitate 2 war. Serring socidents, there
iz no gquestion of s war now, ut that does nmot chesnge the
fundamentel feet that the situstion in Purope is definitely
tending in that directioms The feet that war may not come
tomorrom, or next year, or for the next five years does not
make it any less negessary for those who have to do the thinke
ing in Furope and Ameriea to think straight and coustently
fece the foots. To me 1% is ne lesz horrible to contemslate
war five years hense than tomorrow, and | can dresw no comfort
from the thought that it mey be delsyed.

the eoncerted setlom of the pesce lovin: powers of .urope
mist be congentrated on ceeing thet there ls in every country
of iurope a Govermment willing to play the part of a good
neighbor, thet will save Hurope from s war., Ve st home
eamnot do ymch of a postive charscter to help Europe do this,
but we osn help by steadfestly fecing the situstiom es it
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