
Vienna, August 6, 1 9 3 5 . | 

Dear Dunn: 

Perhaps you have not had the time t o read yourself 
my recent despatches on the d i f f i c u l t i e s of the Watch 
Tower Bible and Traot Society* A d i s so lu t ion order 
has been issued against the Austrian branch o f t h e 
Society by the Austrian Government, and, although the 
Society haa appealed against this decis ion, I fee l 
p re t ty s u r e , under the circumstances, t h a t the Govern
ment wi l l proceed with the d i s s o l u t i o n . There i s not 
a s ingle American in Austria connected with the Society, 
and Harbeclc, who, as you know, i a an American^ comes 
here from time to time from Switzerland in i t s behalf . 

When he was here l a s t , as w i l l be noted from my 
more recent despatches, I t o ld him that there was 
nothing fur ther the Legation could do under the 
circumstances u n t i l i t had received ins t ruc t ions from 
the Department. He assumed a very be l l ige ren t 
a t t i t u d e . From here he went t o Ber l in , and according 
t o the papers he was a r r e s t ed there for attempting to 
smuggle out of Germany monies belonging to the Society, 
but was l a t e r re leased and deported* I have no 
o f f i c i a l information about t h i s from Ber l in , but there 
were reports t o t h i s ef fec t in the Par is ed i t ion of the 
Herald. 

According t o the Austrian papers, the Watch Tower 
i t i n d i f f i c u l t i e s in South Africa, where i t i s accused 
of i n c i t i n g r e l ig ious fanaticism among the negroes. 

The Watch Tower i s an old s to ry i n t he Department 
and i t s f i l e s from Berlin and Vienna t e l l t h e i r own 
s to ry . While I was home Chandler Anderson, who i s the 
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Counsel for the Society in Washington, and i t s 
Washington r ep resen ta t ive , whose name I fo rge t , 
wished to see me, and we lunched a t the Club. I 
to ld them frankly what the Society here was, end 
said tha t I was confident that they would haw t rouble 
continuously her© In Austria on account of t h e mature 
of the i r pamphlets and pa r t i cu l a r l y because of to© 
fanaticism of Harbeok. I toM them very frankly 
tha t our experience with Harbeok in Berlin and Vienna 
had convinced not only me, but the other o f f i ce r s isho 
had to do with the mat ter , tha t Harbeok was an 
ignorant f ana t i c , who would not s top at anything, 
and that he was bound to get the Society l a trouble 
even i f the au tho r i t i e s did not objec t t o t h e pamphlets 
and a c t i v i t i e s of the Society otherwise. Anderson 
and t h e Washington representa t ive of the Society 
expressed appreciat ion of my frankneaa and, while 
they did not say so , I think they qui te rea l ized tha t 
my descr ip t ion of Harbeok was a f t t t i n g one. They 
said t h a t they would take up the s i t ua t i on with him. 

Since I was home Harbeok has been in the United 
s t a t e s , out i f any tiling was s a i d to him there by h i s 
super iors , i t has had no effect on h i s a c t i v i t i e s here . 
The Austrian a u t h o r i t i e s los t pat ience with t h e Society-
a f te r i t had promised not to c i r c u l a t e ce r t a in publ ica
t i o n s in Austria and l a t e r found t h a t these were again 
beiaqg c i r cu la t ed merely under a change of name. When 
X took t h i s up with Harbeok, ha t r i e d t o avoid the 
i s sue , but Kennan and I were both convinced tha t he 
knew a l l about t h i s i r r egu la r p rac t ice* The long and 
short of i t i s t h a t Harbeok is a fana t ic who bel ieves 
that any means i s j u s t i f i e d in the s t rugg le which he 
fee l s ca l led upon t o carry on against the Catholic 
Church and, inc iden ta l ly here i n Austr ia , against the 
Government, because he considers i t dominated by that 
Church, I have t r i ed moat pa t i en t ly fo r several years , 
i n Berl in and he re , to make Harbeok see the difference 
between r e l i g ious a c t i v i t y which our Government can 
fos ter and the so r t of aggress ive, mi l i tan t a t t i t u d e 
which he personally takes and which a lso appear* in 
some of the S o c i e t y ^ pamphlets which I hava read . 
All t h i s has been without a v a i l . 
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I to ld Anderson and the Washington r ep resen ta t ive 
of the Society that I f e l t sure tha t the Society would 
have t roub le , not only In Germany and Austr ia , but 
increasingly so in o ther coun t r i e s , and th i s see ids to 
be indicated by the reports from South .Africa. The 
Society l ias, I t h i n k t qu i te a number of adherents at 
home and some prominent supporters* I th ink whatever 
connection there may bo in Washington with the Depart
ment i s through Judge Rutherford, «ho seems to be i t s 
head. ' I do not know e n o ^ h of the American organiza
t ion to have any opiniaa concerning i t , but I em 
wr i t ing to t e l l you that i t s represen ta t ives with whom 
I have had contact in Berl in and Vienna are a s l ippery 
crowd. X ifoink thsy are well-aeaniiig people, but 
here in Austria t h e i r work i s d i rec ted towards s t i r r i n g 
up the peasants against the Church and against the 
Government. I th ink tha t the Society w i l l become 
increasingly a matter of concern t o the Department, 
for i t w i l l undoubtedly continue to c a l l upon i t fo r 
support abroad. I need not t e l l you t h a t I am without 
any r e l i g i o u s prejudice, but I t i s obvious t ha t we 
cannot support such an organization abroad almost 
completely i n the hands of foreigners and t h e 
a c t i v i t i e s of which tend to d i s tu rb condit ions 
already su f f i c i en t ly t roub led . 

So far as the s i t u a t i o n here i s ocficerned, I 
am ref ra in ing from doing anything with regard to t he 
dissolut ion o rde r . I have to ld the Department tha t 
the circumstances are such tha t I can do nothing 
fur ther i n the absence of spec i f i c I n s t r u c t i o n s . 
In view of the circumstances, I doubt whether i f we 
make f u r t h e r representat ions they would have any 
success , and i s view of what Z believe are t he 
es tabl i shed a c t i v i t i e s of the Society hers I am 
de f in i t e ly of the opinion that ws should make no 
further representa t ions on t h e i r behalf . I w i l l , 
of course , be guided, however, by any ins t ruc t ions I 
may rece ive . 

Z jus t want to give you t h i s background, as i t 
may be of some use . Geist i n Berl in knows more about 
the a c t i v i t i e s of the Society than any of i s abroad, 
and I am sure that his personal es t imate of Harbeck 
agrees with mine. 

With a l l good wishes, 

Cordially yours, 


