Dear Dunn:

Perhaps you have not had the time to read yourselfl
my recent despatches on the difficulties of the Watch
Tower Bible and Trzct Society. A disaolutiam order
has been issued ugui st the Lustrian branch of the
Society by the Austrian }ave“ﬁgevt, and , bLEhngh the
Society has uygeaibﬂ ageinst this decision, I feel
pretty sure, under the 01xc~“¢La‘c&s that the Govern-
ment will proceed with the dissolution, There is not
a single American in Austria ~0unectua wﬂtd the Society,
and Harbeck, who, a8 you know, is an American, comes
here from time to time from é“ tzerland in its behalf.

When he was here last, ¢

ﬂnLD noted from ny

nothing further the L;{atiJn i do under the
circumstances until it had re §de ingtructions fron
the Department. He assumed a very belligerent
attitude. From here he went to Uerlin, and according
to the papers he was arrested there for attempting %o
smuggle out of Germeny monies belonging to the Society,
but was later released and deperted. I have no
official information about this from Berlin, but there
were reports to this effect in the Paris edition of the
Herald.

=¥

more recent despatches, I told him that there was
could
ce

ccording to the Austrien papers, the Wateh Tower
is in dif;icultic; in South ifrica, where it 1s accused
of inciting religious fanaticism among the negroes.

The Weteh Tower is an old story in the Department
and its files from Berlin and Viemna tell their own
story. While I was home Chandler .inderson, who is the
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Counsel for the Society in Washington, and its
Washington reprecentative, whose name I forget,

wished to see me, and we lunched at the Club. I

told them frankly what the Society here was, and

said that I was confident theat they would have trouble
continuously here in Austris on acecount of the nature
of their pamphlets and perticularly because of the
fanaticism of Harbeck. I told them very frankly

that our experience with Harbeck in Berlin and Vienna
had convinced not only me, but the other officers who
had to do with the matter, that Harbeck was an
ignorant fanatie, who would not stop at eanything,

and that he was bound to gel the Society in trouble
even i f the authorities did not objeet to the pamphlets
and activities of the Society otherwise. Anderson
and the Washington representative of the Society
exmressed apprecistion of my frankness and, while

they 4id not say so, I think they qui te realized that
my description of Harbeek was a fitting one. They
seid that they would take up the situation with him,

Since I was home Harbeck has been in the United
States, but if enything was said to him there by his
superiors, it has had no effect on his activities here.
The Austrian asuthorities lost patience with the Society
after it hed promised not to circulate certasin publica-
tions in Austria and later found that these were again
bel g circulated merely under a change of name. When
I took this up with Harbeck, he tried to avoid the
issue, but Kennen and I were both convineed that he
knew sll about this irregular practice. The long and
short of it is that Harbeeck is a fanatic who believes
that eny means is justified in the struggle which he
feels called upon %o carry on egeinst the Catholic
Church and, incidentally here in ‘ustria, against the
Government, because he considers it dominated by that
Church. I have tried most patiently for several years,
in Berlin and here, to make Harbeck see the difference
between religious activity which our Government can
foster and the sort of aggressive, militant attitude
which he personally tekes and which slso eppears in
some of the Society's pamphlets which I heve read.

All this has been without avail.




—5-

I told inderson and the Washington representative
of the Society that I felt sure tha t the Society would
have trouble, not only in Germany and Austris, but
increasingly so in other countries, and this seems to
be indicated by the reports from South :sfrica. The
Society hes, I think, quite & number of adherents at
home end some prominent supporters. I think whatever
connection there may be in Washington with the Depart-
ment is through Judge Rutherford, who seems to be its
head. ' I do not know enowgh of the American orgeaeni za-
tion to have any opinion concerning it, but I am
writing to tell you that its representatives with whom
I have had contact in Berlin and Vienns are a slippery
crowd. I think thsy are well-meaning people, but
here in Zustria their work is direvield towards stirring
up the peasants against the Church and ageinst the
Government, I think that the Society will become
increasingly a matter of concern to the Departrent,
for it will undoubtedly continue to eall upon it for
support abroad. I need not tell you that I am without
any religious pre judice, but it is obvious that we
cannot support such an organization abroad almost
completely in the hands of foreigners and the
activities of which tend to disturb conditions
already sufficiently trowled.

S0 far as the situation here is concermed, I
am refraining from doing anything with regard to the
dissolution order. I have told the Department that
the circumstances are such that I can do nothing
further in the absence of specific instructions.
In view of the circumstances, I doubt whether if we
make further representations they would have any
success, and in view of what I believe are the
established activities of the Society here I am
defini tely of the opinion thet we should meske no
further representations on their behalf. I will,
of course, be guided, however, by any instructions I
may receive.

I just want to give you this background, as it
may be of some use. Geist in Berlin knows more about
the ectivities of the Society than eny of us abroed,
and I am sure that his personal estimate of Harbeck
agrees with nine.

with all good wishes,

Cordially yours,




