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OUR 3UPKWTLU0US WORLD ?HADI SKTKMSIOH AOKKCX158. 

In an article of thin nature, ft may not be out of 
place to explain in advance that its writer has •srved 
over 32 y»«r# In our Foreign Service at It consulates 
and ©onsulaTast ganeral in 8 different countries on 4 
continents. Ks retired in liSS froa the highest elas® 
of the Service under the ags Unit of the Roger® Act* 
and ha®, therefor*, no wire to grind, no disappointments 
to avenge. Hi resentments to satisfy, and •srtalnlf no 
person®! criticisms t# sake of way onet while his inten­
tions are wholly constructive. 

However, « lengthy and varied experience at iispor-
tant key posta long sine* convinced hi* that our Govern­
ment ha® for many year* b#en subjected to a h**»vy end; 
wholly needles® expanse f<*f* the ssalntenanoe abroad of an 
nrmy of representative® of several of it® Departments, 
and especial lyipf its Department of Comraeros, in the 
®en*®®1 es®''duVlication̂ of1''duties''ihat ere 'not only regu­
larly perforwed. every day by our consular officer® under 
their most •lementary routine instruction®, hut that in 
nB,nf instances, froa the ww^f nature of those duties, 
should n-'nt be psrmitttHi t9 be performed by mnyon* not 
under the direct authority and guidance of ths Secretary 
•f State hieself• 

Peoent •weeping plans for the re-organisation of 
th« Foreign 'Service of the Department of Commerce have 
aroused keen interest in the business world, mn& 14 
Mttlonal organisation® primarily interested in foreign 
trad* are said to have #1ready protested te President 
Roosevelt against the proposed recall of our Coa»ercial 
Attache® and frade Commissioner** "''he writer t»liave®, 
however, that it can be indisputably proven to the sat­
isfaction of any impartial authority that then* offi* 
oials are not only superfluous, but that they are 
frequently detrimental to our foreign interest®, and 
the Question no« baeoses of added importance in oonneo* 
tion with the economy prograta of the fresident. 

In order to sake this contention clearer, it is 
necessary t« keep In vie* the fundamental fact that, 
early in the history of trad* between nations, consuls 
*«rt sent as national agents to reside at foreign ports 
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for the purpose of protesting both the political and 
commercial interests at their respective citizens. 
During the Middle Ages, they ware quest publlo ministers, 
who watched over tho affairs of tholr countrymen, deeia«» 
lag their dlsputst* protesting their aommeroe, and exer­
cising large Judicial po*«r«, independent of tho looal 
law. But, when publio ministers, in ntat &nd in fact, 
on«o to as established, ©onsule, except la orients! 
countries, wera thorn of much of their dignity and many 
of thoir privileges. However, they hata nearer failed to 
ratata bafort their own end other governments the oh»rec­
tor af arlmary aroteetors of both the political end 
cossjsereial interest* of their oountrymsa, in which diplo-
matta afficoro aero ta Interfere solely where Justice 
end ather legltlmeta desiderata could not be secured by 
the oonsuls theiasslveaHfiwa "€n"e proper subordinates of 
tho foreign government. 

the original conception of sonsular protection of 
trade very naturally gave fiie to the idea af consular 
entsnslon of trade, at nations began to expand aver the 
world and to compete for fcte oommeroisi'advantages, and 
the Act of February 14, 1903, creating our Department 
af Commerce end Labor Incorporated this idee by sxpressly 
providing that our Consular Barvloe *as to continue to be 
the sola agency abroad far collecting useful and material 
information and statistics to be forwarded directly to 
the Department mt State for its own use, or for trans­
mission by it to the Department of Commerce or to other 
interested entities, suoh at the Department of Agriculture, 
our Public Health Service, the Bursaa of Education, etc., 
etc. In other words, the ne*' law ©erefully and deliberstely 
provided that our Consular Service wee ta be the sole con­
tributing source of foreign commercial and industrial infor­
mation, and that the Department 9f Commerce was ta aa the 
distributing souroe of such iaforaatlsa* thus Greeting an 
ideal aarxlng ralationship between the two bspartments* 
with no possibility af friction, duplication of duties, 
or division af authority. 

Herdly had the Department 9t Commerce been crested, 
however, befora it conceived the somewhat grandlota idea 
of taking over the Consular Service en.assft* forgetting 
that the latter served regularly awery branch of our 
sJovernwsant, every Business man, and, directly or indirectly, 
every private oltlaen. Palling In its aspiration*, the 
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Pepartaent then sent out first its Commercial Agents, 
later known «s Trad* Co»?sls*lon*r», «.nd these w*rs fol­
lowed, In 1»14, b* Coaaercial Attaches, thus duplicat­
ing and paralleling the whole ajaohlnery of the Consular 
Service with «n ever increasing number tf other agents, 
not for specialised work, but with duties indistinguish­
able from those of tonsular officer* with regard to trade 
matters. All this necessarily created two sphartt of 
official conflicti one at home, involving the Pepsrt-
aontt of State and Commerce theacolves, and tht other 
abroad, Involving tlwi Consular service on tli* one hand 
and the Ooamerelal &ttaobes and. Trade Consuls sinner* on 
the other. 

Of course, the ideal and oowplett solution of thia 
unfortunate tituatlon would automatically follow, if our 
Gtovtrnaent would be willing to discontinue its present 
polity of foreign trade extension, through whatever agency. 
the detailed an<5 dlrett expansion of trade would ttrtainly 
seem to lie outsldt the fundamental sphere of governmental 
activity or duty, hot such activity should he tonflnsd to 
tho furtherance and protection of eoamierclal rights §jnd 
the creation fjf a has lis of profitable intercourse through 
dlploaatit &nd consular agenoiesj mnA it it questionable 
whether a governsttnt* a^ter til, can rtndtr really tffeo-
tive aid in the extoneion of toaaerce otherwist than by 
protesting it diplomatically and fostering its favorable 
devtlopsent by the rssjoval of hlnderaoeae and tht ©ultiva* 
tlon of friendly international relatione. 

Lord nrytSQ has questioned both the desirability mn& 
the value of governmental activity in the oonn*ralal 
domain, at follows! *An experlenct tf aany y*a&rn lesds 
on* to bellevo, flrat, that &overna*ntt accomplish lest 
in the long r\m for the trading interest* of their respoe-
tlve nation* than is believed, and, *scond.ly# that they 
often do nana by Inducing their tradert to relax their 
own tnergy and lose the keenness of their Initiative. 
The dangers to a state and a people, which see® alraoet 
inseparable frofs the mixing of general national policy 
with the pecuniary interest* tf business flnss or ©lasses, 
are isort serious than is generally realised* Money can 
exercise as much illegltiaatt influence in democracies 
as elsewhere.-

A ?*ritish Committee for investigating the Pspartment 
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of Overseas Trade, composed of prominent business man, 
recommended partially as follows! •It appears to us 
that this sort of canvassing is absolutely outside the 
scops of ordinary Government busineea and ought not to 
be paid for by the taxpayar. Indeed, so far an large 
firms s*:rm soncerned, we &re satisfied that through their 
own aganta they are quita able to handle their o** busi­
ness affaira, and so far an sssall firras srt concerned, 
wt understand It in dona to a large extant through Asso-
eiatians to which thay subscribe or by thair awn individ­
ual efforts, we are convinced that a Government Depert-
sent to thin country which has no financial responsibility 
IS suggesting or rseom&endlng operations to the mercantile 
community will 4o no praotioal good,* 

As has been wisely said, aur present aethods of 
foreign trade extension starts with the serious defect 
of pa ternallss)* tl tande to A*®r**®m the sslf-rellanss 
of our sxportera, and it plaoaa ia a raensurs upon our 
Government the responsibility of their failures. It 
divert* our oomraeroa acre and aora frora business channels 
®n& correspondingly isore into governmental hands, thus 
creating a maladjustment that plaoes us at a disadvantage 
with the store organised method* af our chief sampetltors. 
"the prinoipls sf paternalism ia rigidly excluded frost the 
domeatls field as atlfllng to normal business, and it la 
difficult to understand how it can be defended in foreign 
trade. 

In a word.'it would swam far better for our Oovern-
aent to l«»va the extension of foreign trad« to business 
concerns, limiting its astivitiea and influenos to safe­
guarding existing ©oraaeroa, developing naw opportunities 
through dlplomatia action, supplying general information, 
and securing aartain alassea of material which our consu­
lar and diplomatic service is in a peculiarly fn^orabls 
position to furnish, anrf which oen be obtained through 
no other established aediuw, Skilful diplomacy, or a 
single oonstructiva foreign policy, ce.n Ao isore for trade 
SStenslon than a aeora of ao?«*»reIsl representatives SP 
volumes of trade reports; which ®eans that profltabla trade 
reletlonf a»n be developed only by our State repartttent, 
if by any,offioisl s^enoy. 

If, OS) the sther hand, our Government is to continue 
Its present paternalistic methods of direct trada srtennion, 
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experience h&s certainly shown that It ahould do thie 
through n alngle official agency, if nopalsaa friction, 
expensive duplication, «?IEI general mntn»%Qn are to be 
avoided. Thie la nnlosti-tio, and it 3s danaridad in tha 
interest of ordinary economy* if nothing else. At every 
capital throughout the »orld, at loaet two eeparnte «,n< 
co-ordinate agenoloa are mow entrusted by our Oovamssant 
with the performance of a tingle est mf commercial tittles 
— a folly whioHito well-dlreoted buslnsee organisation 
would fee guilty of for a moraant nr would for n moment 
perraiti 

Thii s&rao complex situation arose in England, whara 
tha f/tpartment of Overseas Trade was created to function 
ill tha twilight sons between tha foreign <3ffiont which 
corresponds to our department of State, and tha Hoard of 
Trade, nhloh corresponds to our Department of Commerce* 
It in said that tha experiment did not prove vurf euecase-
ful, and within a period of five years following Its crea­
tion In l^lf it was Investigated, by six **oyal Commissions, 
which made various and conflicting recommendations without 
finding a aatinfactory solution. 

Sir Samuel Hoara, :*ho presented tha Uritieh Foreign 
3*rwioe **e-organl action Bill in tha '£auf»9 of Common*^ aaldt 
•I believe that one of tha laaaons that wa have learned 
daring tha »ar is that in a foreign oountry thn nation can 
ba represented in tha fssoe of tha foreign &o-#®rnmt»n% by 
only a ilngln Department. ... Incidentally, that, of oouree, 
aaana that tha !5epert«ent of Overseas Trade must coma 
directly under tht Foreign Office.* 

Our Jfa'lonal Civil Service Reform League, in Its 
Report on tha Foreign Service* In IDld, main's •?feverthe-
l«an# it la b#lievad that ffmetlon, Inefficiency, and real 
danger to tha harmony of International relation* may result, 
if two Independent departmente of tha dowemwent are allowed 
to maintain frepr**«antativee in the ?*ese foreign stats. * 
Hany similar ©pinions could Readily be reproduced. 

Therefore, the Inportant and olear-out Question should 
be fearlessly faced at #noe as to whether the Foreign Serv­
ice of tha Department of State or fliat of the Department of 
Commerce should be exclusively entrusted" with the extension 
of our foreign trace, leeant Washington newapapere hare 
referred to a well-rounded plan for the unification of the 
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aarvieaa of tba two PspartsAnts tha t had baan workad 
out by thsiw wwpraaontatiwst In Hay, JJL932, and thay 
i twtsd that ©onfar^ncas Wtwaoa tb# two Dapartitants 
*owl4 noon taka plftoe with A wiaw to waking t h i s doou-
msnt ths ban in of fu turs o>v#lop»«nts In tho ©©• 
ordinat ion of th# work of both swpwioos. I t in s l n -
e**rwly hop*4 t h a t t h i s »«wi i s inoor rso t , fop no awount 
of oonfaranoss or •ostpro&lsas bstwusaa tha Rapsrtsontw 
ean solws t h i s vosta^ but vsry s l « p l s , s i t u a t i o n , sxoept 
by dooldlng tha t ona of tho two sarwteas smst laava tha 
f o r s i p i f io ld a t ©noa «M for good. 

That tho Consular Serwie® oannot be Aispwnsod with 
f?o#s Without saying, i f only hooausw l td aaabars on joy 
undsr twtemat iona i law a t1®a»honor»d s t a tus before 
fors'iwn goyornieonts and oommunitl«« that na i thar Cojwaor-
e ia* Attaohas nor o f f i c i a l s sarving undor any other branoh 
of our (tov*rnn<«nt than tho Dapartwant of S ta t* would 
aeouira . I t In an o s s sn t i a l ana of thw fJapartmant of 
S t a t s , to whioh a l l i t s vast range of a o t i w i t l s s , i n d u c ­
ing i t s oonu&arcial *ork, prlssarliy oolongs, since th««a 
ara fwiod f i r s t in t h a l r r e l a t i on to forsign a f f s l r s . 
Wsrsover, a l l 10 of our Exooutivw ttspsrtanonts, our Ship-
I log Board, thw Fodaral Bsser^s Board, tho f'sn&na Csnat, 
and thw A»ariooa e l t igen in ganar&l wre d i r ao t ly dopandont 
upon the oo-op#^atiww of tho Consular Service for a to t a l 
of 11? agonerlo classes' of gwgulsr services in tb« foreign 
f i e l d , and these represent only the sorw important du t i e s 
of a oonsul, but by no »««ns a l l of thorn. 

Henoe, Secretary Roper1s gwcently announowd intont ion 
of raoal l lng our Cawaeroial At*aohee and Trade Commissioner* 
from abroad and. to th#t ©stent raduotng tho importance of 
big own !;*partuant 1* an a«St. not wrsly of p o l i t i c a l courage 
and o f f i c i a l unself ishness , but wf adftlfilstratlww wad 
eoonowio ©oatawsn sense as wel l , Whioh our nat ional trada 
bodies should support and applaud, Instead of p ro tes t ing 
against i t , wspeoially when i t i s raaeisbared that our 
Consular Service has fro® fisie im»a«©riel been performing 
avery s ingle one wf the proscribed dut ies of Cossserolal 
Attaches, &n4 t ha t i t has b**«n doing t h i s Wapsbly ia 
proportion to tho ©©uipsaoni granted by Contrast . » i t h 
#v«§a s jpa r t of thw lerg# appropriat ions for Commercial 
Attaches *nd ?rsdw Co»*lasionors, the offioionoy of i t s 
work oould havs boon InoroAsad. 

f t would r ea l ly sooa t h a t th« I*«partaant of Cosaaorea 
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h«§ been unduly persistent in it* encroachment upon 
consular duties abroad• First, It triad to fair** over 
the whole Consular 8ervi©s» until Secretaries Root &w\ 
Knox shoved that it was impossible that tha affairs of 
that service should ba wider the dlraetlon of any de­
partment of tha government except that Wiloh directs 
our foreign nffaiys. Them came tha <£os«ercial Agents, 
and sfter thaw th* Commercial Attaches, whose ©reatton 
did not respond to any saesssitiae of our airport trade, 
but was purely a devios Sf Secretary Redfleld for the 
glorification of his Bowly-acqulred Department of 
'! earner ea. Congress approved tha creation of theeo offi­
cials only after tha amiable sosurenee of Secretary Bryan 
that they would not eauao friction bet*?«<*n hia and their 
department* They promptly prooeaded to cause such frlS» 
tlon, however, that it was a matter of surrent official 
gossip at the tisae that Fraeident Wilson, Just befsvs he 
beeatse too ill in 19&C to owrsua the metier further, had 
served notice upon Sooretary Hedfield that the Comaerelal 
Attaches had to go, even if tho fl.eereta.ry should resign, 
which he had already threataned to do on that account. 

Unfortunately, however, oaae Seoretary Hoover in 
1921, and Inter an, (fetch more unfortunately still, 
rootor Julius Klein, the notoriously anti-eoneular 
protagonist, whose great obeeseion h?*s bean tho glorify­
ing expansion of tha foreign section of the Bureau of 
Foreign snd Domestic Compares, until he persuaded Cong-res* 
to weld it into a separsts m& distinct Foreign berries 
of the Department of Conuaeroo paralleling in ovary one of 
its oo~«erolel duties those of tho Foreign Service of the 
Department of 51ate; and all this in spite of the fact 
that Doctor Ilein had b«*en a Ĉ sBJflerclsl Attache" himself 
and knew only too well the nopel.es? duplication of rork 
abroad and the resultant demoralising official friction. 
Thes# results havo bees attained almost entirely through 
unworthy propaganda, inferentially at the expense of 
the Consular Servloo* 

These «sy seea plain words, but it is time tor plain 
speaking, snd this ever*recurring, vexatious question 
should be threshed out is ths open once for all, now that 
ir resident Roosevelt and Secretary ?*oper have h«*d the 
courage to raiso it. It cannot bo denied that charges 
have been repeatedly made in and outside of Congreas that 
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the Department #f Commerce has for y»srs carried, on a 
clever and persistant, t# aomewhat questionable, propa­
ganda In both the preea and its own publication* lauding 
the accomplishments of its foreign trade arrant a to such 
an absurd aretant that assthera of Congress, Chambers of 
Commerce, feattonal tragic organisations, and our business 
man generally have bean misled Into believing that these 
Commercial Attaches and Trade Commissioners are indispen­
sable, and that they have performed feiraelas in tha aarten-
a ion of our foreign trade that thoa© of ua who have been 
in almost daily oontaat with them abroad know to be tha 
veriest hoah. Incidentally, thalr vary fejrlstenoe implies 
that iher«» moat he commercial work that tha Consular Serv-
loa It failing to perform. This charge may ba true, but 
it could never ba Justified, if tha Department «f Stat* 
ver# §1van additionally for auoh work a fraction of tha 
large e,u»s that are annually appropriated for Commercial 
Attaches and Trada Commissioners, thair separate offices, 
staffs, office equipment, cabling costs, travelling 
expanses, eta., ate. 

Without in any way intending to eritteite individuals, 
the fundamental contention of this artiota it that Corsser-
ciel Attaches art* not only superfluous and often harmful 
to &vtr interests abroad, but—and this Is tha crux of the 
whole matter*-that those appointed in and since 1914 are 
not, and never have been, in any sense trade experts, »n^, 
it la proposed to prove this beyond question by their own 
biographical sketches as appearing in sucessslve Registers 
af the Department af Stata down to data. 

Because we call a sen a Commercial Attache doss not 
necessarily sake him a aommereial expert la the ordinary 
acceptanoe of that designattoa, while it aust c**rtaialJf 
be assumed that both Congress and our whole country, whan 
the salaries af tbesa officials wars appropriated, under­
stood tha.t the appointees would be men of at least a 
reasonable amount of areotlos.1 trade axpsrlenos. &s a 
Matter of fact, however, by their ow« biographical at ele­
ments, not a singl** one of the 10 original selections in 
1914 appesrs to have had any such experience, but they 
had b*»en, respectively, a physician, two professors of 
economy at minor Inetitutioaa, a railroad employee and 
member of the Philippines Constabulary, two consuls, an 
engineer and newspaper man, an employee of the Department 

of 



"*9** 

•f Oo^aoroe, a railway constructor ant! engineer# and a 
•ehool inperlnten<tent tn the Phllllpinee. 

The eaaa general trade inexperience characterized 
the next 8 ©en that were sent abroad, ©vcept that ©ne had 
been a saleewan for a condensed ssll.1t concern. Had these 
18 «poolnte*s possessed the presumable ©oswaereial qualifi­
cations, they ©ould mvmr ha.v# been secured for the then 
salaries of #4500. t© 15000,1 while those that could have 
©•1 the requirement© ©f the Impossible instructions given 
them at fh» tl©e would already long since have been at 
the head of large American corporations. But something 
auat have been radically wrong when, ©f th© first 1£ 
Commercial Attaches appointed under the Act of July 10, 
1914, only 4 were ©till In the n&rrlm by Hovewber, 1918. 
The ©ther 8 ssust haw© been either unfit for thw work, or 
too fit for the ealarl.ee. 

The oaa© of our present Coawse ratal Attache©, In which 
*• are particularly Interested naturally, ©easts to be no 
better than that, of the original 18. Tber© e«*ea to be 39 
of these covering every oapltf& of the world.,tows being 
assigned to m,arn tha* one country. With the ©sceptic© of 
those in Chechoslovakia and Turkey, their sutoblographla©l 
sketches appear In the Begieter of the Department of State 
•f January X$ 1938, «nd show in almost all oases a ©erkad 
lack of previous ©oaeserole.1 ©^parlance, as follow©! 

Countrŷ , Previous, .Avoostion .of Co«j%srcl©l Attache,, 

Argentina. .̂ rof̂ ŝ or swell college, ©onsul, Mining, with 
Aw. Corp. in Londoa. 

Austria. Editorial and business work with magsstne. 
Albanl©. Field engineering, with developing Co. In U.S. 
Belgium. Mo trad© experience. 
8ra*ll. Teacher, ©ashler. m$r* of fruit Co., with 

tpuding ©orp. 1 year. 
Canad©. newspaper work, accounting, librarian. 
Chil©. Coasesarci&l activities in Booth Ataerlc© 8 f©are 

(«s subordinate). 
China. Cashier, bookkeeper, teacher. 
Colombia. newspaper and advertising. 
Costa Rica. $#©ret«ryt lawyer, with ooaaercial firas In 

Lata Am. S>0 year©. 
Cuba. Clerk In ooneulatas ©nd with firms in Cuba. 
I,wn»ark. Gheisist, ohe^loal ©nrinoar. 
f.ou«dor. Cl©rk. 

%ypt. 

ssll.1t
ealarl.ee


- 1 0 -

Country. Frewloun .Avocation.of jSoraa»arolal .At tache. 

Kl Salvador. 

SstonigU 
F i n l a n d , 

f p a n o t , 

Germany, 

S t . B r i t a i n . 
Hungary. 
I t a l y . 
J a pan. 
Mexico. 

$etherlanda. 

Norway. 
Poland* 

I ortugal. 

ûstania. 
Si am. 
Fpain. 

S*«dan. 
Switzerland. 
Union of 3. 
Africa. 

Uruguay. 
Venezuela. 
Yugoslavia. 

Clark, teacher. 
Lawyer, newspaper sorrespf>ndant, private 
secretary. 

'talesaan. 
Clark, *sot*y i administrative ass**t In mtg, 

plant, 
3upt. wines * afg. plant, ass't. i&gr. 
engineering oorp., adrt*g. 

Industrial chemist, principal of schools, 
I.I.C.A. work. 

Engineerlog, consulting engineer. 
In business 1919-1980, Slerk 1935. 
Mswapsoer and Coaasaroial work. 
Clark, Claims adjusts-* *lth R. It, Gs. 
Supervise* of schools, Instructor in Mist., 
Clark, Prof. for. trad*. 

Coda export, traffic, export k branch sigr. A 
purchasing ag*%« 

Salesman, edv, ngr. * sales mr. with flras. 
Bank dark, *s!ning s eattls, Navy * march. 
marine, Assoc, professor. 

tf.3» Mavy *• Veterans bureau, Aest. Prof. 
Sooaosjie Geography. 

Bank president, lawyer. 
Mewspaper work. 
^saehsr, prinoipal of high school, Inntrustor 

%M junior college. 
Clark !• Dspt. of Coheres. 
Instructor 3n faodar* languages. 

feaebcr, las or*»stlee, rs??. of slse. 
U.SS.iavy, Rap. of U.S. Lines. 
Clark In Department of Commerce. 
La* Clark * secretary, newspaper work 

Co*s t yrs. 

It *ould be difficult to find, It Is thought, « Hat 
of previous avocations lass related than the ahovs to 
expert or practical commercial work in ths foreign field, 
®nd it would aaasa little last than an Imposition upe* ths 
«meriean publls, and especially the Aaarlean taxpayer, to 
prstend that sueh inexperienced appointees are capable of 
tailing our large export Industries too* to run their 
business- abroad, whan it Is considered that such Industries 
are nearly all already rspresantad la the important trada 
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oentare of the world hy their awn agents or branches. 
If political sponsors insist that theaa sen be retained 
in a "government Job* 0f this sort, this?? lot them by all 
»ean» be Incorporated Into the staff of the Consulate 
General as subordinate employ sow an**arnbl« solely to 
the ®#partigent of State. 

Hut, e^en if these gentlemen, #r any other* to be 
appointed in the future, «ars hlgh-claea eotamereis!* 
exports, even If they were not superfluous in their 
duplication of ths aost ordinary routine consular duties, 
*»ven if they were not seriously expensive, end even If in 
their activities they did not at flssas play et cross 
purposes with both the diplomatic mission end the &onsu* 
Iste General, as they alaost invariably do, they arc atlll 
often a positive detriment. f?very conscientious*, and fear­
less aonsular officer in the execution of his frequently 
restrict!** and burden none instructions is bound to incur 
the displeasure, and e^en in sotse sasas the enaity, of 
Kembers of the local bualneea ooraiunlty, and especially 
of the American colony, and it is here that the ConacreJal 
Attache becomes the center around which'ravolvs the eore-
hee.de and disgruntled#spirits of the place, playing off 
the Coameroial Attache against the. Conciliate General, 
with injury to the Influence of both nn4 often to the 
harmony of the colony. Concrete instances of this could 
readily be substantiated. 

In a wor4f it *ould seem difficult to cite a single 
direction in which Commercial Attaches can be eonaldered 
an adv&ntaga to our Oovernaient, especially no*? the* all 
at our senior oonauler affleers at oavitala have already 
been, ar eould be, given ale* dlploaatia statue enabling 
the» to deal in eogwserclal matt era with hesde at 
government. 

B, HgJfRY noBÊ T9'"3W 
American Foreign Service Officer, 

Retired. 

b a r r e n t o n , Va#, 

June 15 , 193??. 
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