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Berlin, Germany, July 26, 1913,

Report on the arrest of Valter Orleflf, a
student in the University of Greifswald,
g Consulate Uenersl.

and the aetion teken by thi

SPRICTLY C

I have the honor to mske the following report with
regard to the errest of Walter Orloff, an imericen
student in the University of Greifewald, and on the
action whieh this Consulaste General haes taken up to
tiis dste on his behalf.

The arrest of iy, Orleff firet came to the stten-
tion of this Consulate Ueneral tirough a letter received
fron lir. Simon Heye, en American student in the University
of Greifswald, wvho in an undated letter letter received
at the Consulate General on July 1, 1833, informed the

Consulate Genersal that ir. Orloff had been arrested.

I replied the same day to lir. Xaye, assking him to send
us sny farther informetion whiech he could give concerning
the arrest and the whereabouts of iy, Jprleff. I also
received a letter on July 3 fron lHr. Bernard Coodman,

an ‘meriocan student in the same Unliversity, to the

effeet that lr. Orleff had been arrssted, and I replied

to




to him on the same day, asking him to give further
information, On July & I called on Stastsanwslt Dr,
vgik of the State Seocrot olitiecal “olice, to bring the
arrcst of lir. Urleff to thelr attention, and ssking

that I be given a report -2 soon as possible as to the
reasons for his arrest and as to the place where he was
detained. n July 5 I wrote to the “tate Secret
Political Police {enclosure Ho. 1), requesting informa-
tion conecerning the arrsat end expressing the hope

that lir. Orloff would be releassed lmmediately. On

| July 7 I received s letter from ir. Orloff, dated July
4, of which a copy iz enclosed herewith (enelosure HNo.
2)e The Department will note that in this letter Orloff
stotes that he was often in the "Gewerkschaftshaus”,
that is, in the trades union headguarters, and that

he sympethized with the working classes but was not
politically organisged. le states further thst he has
known and has been on friendly terms with people "who
were Communistically inelined or perhaps members of such
organizstions®, He further stetee that he was several
times in the course of the last few weeks in contact
with & mean who is seild to be or to have been "politieslly
organiged”, that is, who the police say iz & Communist

leader. Orloff states that the police arrested thise

latter Commnist leader and that ti:is rerson informed

the police that he (Crloff) had repeatedly called
upon him to reorganize the Communist Party. ir. Orleff
states that this 1s not correet. The Department wi}l

farther




further note that in his letter, ir., (rleff states that
he was arrested beceuse of alleged communistie aetivity
and that he is being well treated snd is in good health.

I wrote to !r. Orloff on July 8 scknowledging the
receipt of hils letter of July 4, and asked him %o keep
in touch with the Consulate Ceneral, assuring him that
we would be glad to give him every asalstance possible
{enclosure M. 3).

On July 10 I recelved a letter fhom the State “eoret
Politiesl Poliece dated July 7, & ecopy of which is enclosed
herevith (enclosure No. 4), together with translation
(enclosure He.5), in which 1t will be noted thet they
state that iy, Orloff wes arrcsted on the basis of an
accusation that he was preparing for the commission of
a felony; that Orlof! had for some time commented
himself with commmiastic activities and especially hed
associsted himself with the buildin: up of the illegal
organization of the Party; and that further he had
ealled together secret conferences and had endesvored
to win over members for the illegal work of the Come
mmnist Party in Germany.

Gn July 19 I wrote to lr. Orloff stating that I
had heard from the noliee sz to the reasons for his
arrest, and asking him to glve me information as to
when he might be brought te trial.

On July 81 I ealled at the ilinistry of Justiece of
Prussia in order to endeavor to secure the lmmediate
release of lr. Orleff, i woas informed at the linistry
of Justice of "russia that the case had already been

referred




reforred by the loeal court in Greifswald to the

supreme court in Lelpzig in view of the feet Ttheb

Orlcff had been committed for trial on a charge of

what 1z equivalent to tresson; and that the case had

been referred to a Berlin court whieh was now going

into it. I explained at the linistry that Orleff

was a young man and that probebly he had been imprudent;
but thot it was hardly possible that hie activities
could have been dangerous to the state and that it was
hardly concelvable that he had engaged in tressoneble
gotivities. I suggested thalt 1t would be better in
every way if Orloff eould be released and that I would
guarcntee that he would return immediately to the United
States. I suggested as an alternative that Orloff might
be deported not as one who had been found gullsy of
communist activities, but as one who hed been associating

with Communists and who under the exiwting conditions

wae not weloome in the country. Staatssecrctaer

chlegelberger whom 1 interviewed, stated thet in his

opinion it was Iimpossible to stop the mroceedings now

that they had been started, as this was egainet the law:
end that he was of the opinion that Opleff would have o
stand trial., He stated, however, that he would go into
the matier very carefully.

I called also on the Aeting Ministers of the
Interior for the Reich and for Prussia end topk up
with them the case of Orloff, I brought out to them
the reasons why in my opinion it would be desirable

that




that the rroceedings ageinst Orloff be stopped eand
that he be allowed tc return to the United "tales
voluntarily or that he be deported. i also ealled
again the sane day at the "tate Deecret Political Police,
to disouss the cese, The memorande covering my convere
sations with these officials will e found attached to
my despateh No. 1454 of this same dete, in whieh I
report on the atteek on ir. hilip Zuckerman, as 1
diseussed during these visits both the Orloeflf and
Juckerman cases. I would sugest that in eonnection
with the econsideration whiech the Deparitment will give
to the case of !ir, Orleff, these memorands above referred
to be carefully read,

The Department will note from the memorands referred
to that I went very thoroughly into the baekground whieh
I belleved it desirable that the German officials have

in conneetion with this ocase, I polnted out particular-
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7 that both the Orlofl and “uckerman cases were known
t
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the oress end would undoubtedly reccive considereble
publieity in the United States. I sald that 1t would
be 4iffleult for Ameriesn publie opinion to understand
how the entire welght of the German judicial machinery
could be brought azsinst a young student in a Corman
university suspscted of Communiat sctivity, when to oup
knowledge not & single 5.4, man who had been gullty of
an attack sgainst an imerican eitisen had as yet been
brought beéfore & judielel tribunal, I pointed ocut that
publie opinion in the United States eould obviously

only




opnly be that Amerieans and other forsigners on the most
trivial charges would be proceeded sgainst with the
whole welght of the German judicial machinery; but
that an S.4. : te imerican eitizen or
s foreigner was above the law,

Just at the time thet I was heving these
tions abofle referred to, the higher officlals
German Government were mueh disturbed over disorders
which have been taking place in the S.4, itself. It
seens that the moderate measuwres which the Governaent
has pecently wen teking and whieh heave been referred to
in other despaichés, have not pleasel more radiecsnl
elements in the “arty, psrticularly in the S.4. There
have been clashes betwoen S5.A. men and the higher
officials of the Party also realize that the lnmunity
which has been enjoyed by S.4. men ‘s extremely
dangerous within the sountry and damaging to its
reputation abroad. i therefore found among all of them
& vory understanding ettitude with regard to the Orloff
cage and from every one of them got promises that they
would do all personally in thelr power to bring ebout
an arrangement. I smphasized partieulsrly that in
this ense it would be deslirable %o find a way of
stopping the procesdings against Orloff end %o permlt
him to leave the sountry.

On July 20 I recelved a telegram from Henry Orloff,

the father of Walter Orloff, residing st 1982 74th

Str”t,




Street, Brooklyn, lew York, asking for information
congerning the case, and I repliéd to him by telegraph
informing him what steps the Consulate Oeneral had taken
on behelf of "is son. I also wrote $o him on July 24
sending him a report on the case, and am transmitiing
herevit: & copy of =y letter (enelosure No, €).

I also received the Department's telegram of July
21, 6 nem., requesting information coneerning the
status of the ease, to «hich I replied under date of
July 22, 12 noon.

; shall keep in close touch with the appropriate
German officials and shall endesvor to secure the re-
lease of ¥y, ploff so that he will be able to return
to the United jtates. The charge against him is a very

serious one and if he were to be found gullty, the

penalty under the new laws whieh have been issued since

the present CGovernuent eame inte power, would be a
heavy one. It 1z lmposeible for me to state whether
rloff is gulilty or noty but from the admissions whieh
he has made in his letter, 1t loole as though he has
ﬁﬁylﬁaﬂt besn most indisereet and it is not impossible
that he has been engaged in activities to which the
serman Covernment cen properly take exception under
existing laws. i shall, however, endeavor to secure
his release and return to the United States on the
ground that it will be in the best intereste of good
relstions not to have Orloff stand trial and to have

him retuwrn to his home. It is evident, however, that

he




he by his own asetions has made our action on his behalf
extremely diffieult, and | am not eertaein that 1t will
be possible to keep him from standing trial. If the
German authorities insist on his going to trial, I do
not believe that in view of the information which we
have aveilable we eould offer any 1h3ﬁﬂtimﬂ thereto., if
he 1s brought to trial, the Consulate General will have
an officer present. If he is not provided eounsel

by hie fanily or friends, the Cerman judielial procedure
will provide that counsel be assigned to him and we
shall see that this is done.

wr

I shall follow the case of !ir. Urleff wvery closely

and we shall render him all sssistence in our power. I

am in receipt of the Department's telegram of July 24,
6 pem., agking that it be currently advised by telegraph
of all signiflicant developments in the oase, I have
azain written to ir. Orloff under date of July 22 (en=-
closure lio, 7) asking him to keep me currently informed

congerning the ways in which we can be of help to him.

Respectfully yours,

George &. lessersmith,
inelosures: imerican Consul Genersal,
1, Letter of July b to
State Seeret olitieal Police;
3. Copy of letter to lir, Orloff, of July 8;
Copy of letter from Hr., Orloff, dated July 43
Copy of letter from “olitical "olice, July 7;
Translation thereof;
Copy of letter tq iir, Henry Grlaf % 24,
Walter Orloff, uly
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