Vienna, December 7, 10938,

Dear Hr, Phillips:

I gather thst you have gone to London for the
Neval Conference and hope thet it will prove 2 pleasant
relief from the wery busy days which you have been having
in Washington., I fear that London, too, will be not any
too ersy, but it may be a pleasant change. At least you
will have the voyege over snd beeck,

I am sending you herewith, as it may be of in-
terest to you, a copy of a letter, dated December 4, which
I am sending by the pouch te Tumn today. It w11l keep
you in toush with developments here. My views ae to the
major situation heve undergone no chenge., I think inglend
is on the right path and is quite determined to stick to
it, but I em not so sure thet Frence will meke it possible
for her to save the situstion on the Continent., I have
little oconfidence in Level and I den't belleve the right
kind of Anglo-French cooperation ean be secured ss long as
he is where he is. T think they feel this 1in lLondom too,

The key to the situation ‘s in the hands of the
French and their hesitstions and fears may oblige England
to seek the road to the Continent over Berlim insteed o
Peris. This will not avoid war eventually and the British
know it and that is why they are being so patient with Paris.
They know in London that the best chence for a falrly dur-
able peace is through keeping the road over Paris and I
think they sre right.

It would be the greetest possible misteke, in my
opinion, to deal with Germeny now, for the situation there
is really growing more critical end is developing slong the
lines that some of us folt it would. If Peris ecompels
London to teke the poad over Berlim it is going to change
the face of things over here completely.

The Honorable
¥i1liem rhillips,
Under Seeretury of ‘tate,
/4 Mmmricsn :mbassy,
Londone.




I am sure you will find your stay in London very

interesting and I hope it will not be too strenuous. lirs.
Messersmith joins me in all good wishes.

Cordially and falithfully yours,

George
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