M\*ERICAV CONEULAT]

Berlin, Germany, Mareh 14, 19335

SUBJECT Parther informatlon econeern attacks
American ecltizens in uarw'w by persons
woaring wmiforms of a 311*4ca1 party.

THE HONORABLE
SECRETARY OF STATE

WASHINGTOM,

I have the honor to refer to my despateh No., 1184
areh 14, 1933, reporting 10 cases of attacks on

ecitizens 1in Uermany and one case In Munich

by persons wearing the uniform of the Natlional-foclalis

L

party, and ¢ angrmlt the following further Informatlion

2 B
k.

which I find le to send
cover of the pouech leaving

There 1s transmltted herewith the aflfldevit executed
by Edward Dahlberg, dso an fAmerlican citizen and a Jow,
who was subjected to an entirely unprovoked attack on

S“tw\a(m] Urtraia 1
&ﬁﬂﬂ&*—&%@&#ﬂﬁéz, ¥arch 125 on the Eurfluerstendamm, one

of the leading streets of Berlin. ¥Mr. Dahlbergils an
author and temporarily in Berlin and was walking slong
the street when without any provecation he was attacked
by a man in Z.A. uniform who beat him around the head

with 2 stick. The bystanders geathered and a policeman

took



iMH.ela.jf

took Mr. Dahiberg and the Hatlional-Soclallast to the
nearest station where the attacker was plasced In custody,

and ao far as we are sable to learn has not yet been

released. It 1s significant to nocte that this incldent

Satud
took place on &nwﬂagvanﬁ iz the only one in which we

have direct evidence of pdlice interventlon and action.
The actlon of the pollce in taklng Into custody
and detaining for further examination and punlshment
Hre. Danlberg's attacker who was in Natlonale-Soclallst
miform Indicates quite elearly what was brought out
in despateh Ho., 1184, that the esdmonlitions of Vr. Hitler
to his adherents are heving thelr effset.
The representatives of the forelyn press in Berlin
succesded in getting In touech with verious Americans
who had been sttacked since the electlons on Hareh §,
and thely storles were publlished in ingland, France and
the United ftates. These stories were particunlarly dise
concerting to the leaders of the Hatlonal-Soeclallst
movement whe had already endeavorsd to teke steps to
intimidate the forelgn correspondents through publle
declarations that correspondents who sent out news whieh
they eould not prove would be swmmarily proceeded against.
In sddition to these attacks on Americen Jews, however,
attacks were alsc made against Jews of other natlonelities,
but from certalin indicatlions which I can gather the
representations made by thelr diplomatic representatives
did not meke mueh 1lmpression. I understand, however, from
well-informed sources that the representations made by

our Embassy to the Forelgn Office end by this Cons:late

General




General to the Police Praesidium, and thé complete
information given with regard to every alngle attack,
greatly disturbed the Government and that thils, coupled
with the publiclty in the Ameriecan newspapers,brought
about the decisive actlon taken towards the end of last
week.

The press bureaus of the UGovermnment in thelr
bulletine indlecated that these abtacks on Amerlicans
and other forelgners were being made by Covrmumlats
masguerading in Hational-foclallst uniforms, but when
persons in smaller cltles known to be members of the
Hatlional-Soelalist party interfered with busliness houses
and closed large and small shops, stopped theatriecsal
perfomances and in various ways took the law in thelr
own hands, 1t was evlidently obvious to the Govermment
that 1t could no longer nalvely diselalm responsibllity.
It wes necessary, therefore, that energetic setion should
be teken. Hr. Gosring hed made his inflammatory speech at
Essen, as has already been reported 1in my despateh No.
1184, indlcating that the police were not employed to
nroteect Jewlsh merchants, the ﬁi&hﬁ before lire. Hitler
made his plee for diseipline and order to Hatlonale
Soclalists all over Uermany. His declaration counteracted
that of the Chancellor. The incressing lawles: acts of
persons who 1t eould not be denled werée NHatlonal-Zoclalists
made even leaders of the party feel that the movement

wasgetting beyond control. This undoubtedly impelled

lir. Goering to give publiclity iIn the newspspers of

Tuesday




Tuesday, Hareh 14, to the followling declarstliong
" The Relehskommissar for the Prusalen
inlstry of the Interior, Helchsminister
Goering, declares: In the last days on
urgent grounds natlonal organizations have
taken direet action in commmal sdministratlions,
jurisprudence, cultural instlitutlons, partic-
ulerly theatres. On ascount of the decree of the
Chancellor dated March 12 sueh dlrect action 1is
no longer negessary. The cleaning-up action
necessary ln my own Hinistry will be undertaken
by me in a regular way. Should there be any
danger Iin sight I can be reached by telephone
s0 that I can give the neecescary orders. I am
convinesd that the population wlll glve the
ary falth and credit to my measures

¥

n
iat dlreet actlon for this reason will

not be considered necessary in the future. "

This deelaration of ¥r, Goering who holds as
Hiniaster of the Interlor in Prussls the responsibllity
for the maintenance of ofider 1s a direct recognition of
what hasbesn stated in the foreign newspapers and what
has been denlied In the contrelled press in Germany,
that these lawless achehave been committed by NHatlionale
Soelallsts and thet to a certain extent zome of them were
commitied with the knowledge and consent of the leaders
of the organization. It 1s only when things went too far
and when the unfavorable repercussion from abroad was
felt that lir, Goering changed from his Inflammatory
tactics at Hassen to the sbove mentloned dlirect orders
to Hatlonal- Soclalists to cease direet action and to
leave that to him., The pecullar tenslty of the situation,
however, cen stlll be seen from his statement that if
any danger threatens anywhere he cen be reached by
telephone.

in article in the "Berliner Tageblatt™ of Narch 14

whieh la trenamitted herewlth goes on further to says

The




. The Government directs itself in an

offieclsl announcement agsinst the rumors

whieh have appeared in a part of the forelign
presa, According to these, arrested persons
have been trested eruelly and foreigners
sttacked. These rumors have been spread with
8 mischlevéus intent in order to undermine the
reputation and authority of the Uovernment,
A1l sueh announcements of cruelty in the Releh
are febles., Besldes that, the Chaneellor, as he
has already sald in his radlio declaration, has
decided that the former dlscipline must agaln
be maintained end upheld. The direct action of

»

single persons which are dus to agents pro-
vocateurs wlll in the future e controllied by
the strongest action. "

Here agaln the Covermment refers to the so-called
runors of attacks on forelgners which in the cases of
the Americans are witho:t any guestlon based on fact.
Reference in this declaratlon, however, ls ealso made
to certaln reports which have been publlshed with regard
to the menner in whieh Communists and persons alleged
to have been Compnmistes have been handled in more or
leas secret meetling places of the &.A, in Berlin and
other parts of Germany. I have seen the sworn declsrae-
tions of Communists who e¢laimed to have been mishandled
in these plages by men in S.A. uniform which, if the
atories were correct, represent treatment of vietinms
which 1t 1s diffiecult to concelve could have taken
place In a clvilized country. I ez personally not able
to say anything as (o the correctnsss of these gstatements
some of which have appeared I understand in the forelgn
preas, It has, however, been substantiated that one of
the most notorious of these places where Communists
were put throwvgh all sorts of mistreatment, was closed

by the police on funday, and the S.A. men in uniform

wore
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were taken into custody. It 1s sald that the evidence
of physieclans is avalleble as to the condlition Iin whieh
they found persons whom they were called upon to treat
elther in these S.A. stations or outslide thereof when
the vietims were put on the street. Whether these ex-
cesses by Natlonal-Soclallists against Communlists and
those bellieved to be Communists were committed or not,
it imobvious thet during late Saturday, Hareh 11, and
Sunday, darch 12, orders were transmitted through Berlin
and all over Germany that S.4. men who indulged in
individual direct action would be dealt with themselves
in & most sumary fashlon.
I am informed from a rellable diplomatlic source
that the Itallan representative Iin Berlin and his Coverne
ment were very much exerclsed towards the end of last
week ag to the turn of events Iin Germany, that while
looking upon the access to power of the National-Sociallst
party with a certaln amount of favor the Itallan Governe
ment was disturbed as 1t seemed that the uniformed men
wore getting beyond control, and that the excesses In
Germany might have serions repercussions elsewhere,
hetever may b the reasons or whieh the actlion was
taken, 1t is guite clear that orders were tranmmitted
on Mareh 11 and 12 whieh hed a very declsive eflect.
With a few moﬁa days' license 1t is impossible to tell
what might have happened. Suflicient time now has passed
to form at least a preliminary judgment. During the

paat 48 hours there hasbeen greater gulet so far as

attacks




attacks are concerned than for weeks and no attack on
an American has been reported since Sunday. There 1s
every Iindiecation that timpollee throughout Germany are
again exercising police authority and are no longer
urder the control or orders of the "Hilfspolizei" in

Natlonal-Coclalist uniform who for several days

apparently dirscted thelr actions.

Respectfully yours,

o

George &, Hessersmith,
American Consgul General.

rnelogure:
Copy of affldavit,
llewapaper article.
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