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Dear George:

AN UNEXPECTED VISIT TO LIBERIA

returned from my world tour three weeks aro I little thought that I
“suld within ; than one month be starting of[l on another long journey, taking me
sck to Eurc and West Africa. But here I am once more using my time on the home-
ward journey aboard Pan American Airways Clipper "Robin Hood" to tell you a little about
my entirely unexpected trip to Nonrovia, the capital of Liberia.
This tine it was not just wanderlust that caused me to go on such a long
trio - coverine over 10,000 milas in less than one week - but it was in response to a
cordial and wr invitation from President Tubman of Liberia to mcet with him and his
some important business matters which are of vital interest to our
orpany (Delta Line). Time was of the essence in the problems in-

1

solut ‘ons had to be approved by the Liberian Legislature, which

and his charming wife ir New York
S Y .rDmrf“wt Fnglish house guests
could n : ‘'ore gunday night, but causht un with
vith them from there to
ednesday morning. To be
is the splendid airport our
rorth of Monrovia and which
Rormel's army and later to
hour we stayed at a verv
f and ten motored down to
were ¢ ! BeSie 's delightful summer hore -

My

The Buncal

iruous business
l1t0“411v Iert s busy every
hour of our two days stay in Libe but since 51 that you are probably un-
inforn t Liberia as g patil ¢ > entlv will try to give you a summary
with a little ! ,orical back-

understand the present problers and opportunities of this

llt‘:r

The geography and history books in ry school days referred only
Liberia in a few short paragraphs, but whe { ore s ing on &y journev I looked
up more recent books L1 1 dethat e math Wae ; just ‘2 little over 100 years
Early in the 19th cen-
: under the protection
] y country. "hew suffe great hardships and
were V@pe 2dly decimated by desease anc attacl orm unfriendly ighboring tribes,
Othvr groups followed from time to tire | combined the e in me o this remark-
i scurring epidemics, unlawful onerations of slave
2 most essential food supplies. W remark-

) Y thev survived crisis after cr*th, and final in 1847
joined forces with various ibes >lared their corplete independence and formed the
Republic of Li i he p ent bounda of Libe i ude aoproximately 45,000

les its original territory was substantially

Britis h Sierra Leone on the west, French lvory Coast on the east,
the north. r England nor France was at all pleased with the
sole r'hubl;c in dll of Africa and for various reasons laid claim
of Liberian territory. when Daniel Webster was Secretarv of State he had occasion
.dvise Great ”rlvan that the United States would be verv unwilling to see Liberia
'« _spoiled of its territory or inmproperly restrained in the exercise of its necessarv
rights." Nevertheless, our covernment did nothing to prevent the gradual encroachrent
of Liberia's ne bors with the result thut it lost nearlv fifty percent of its orieinal
v ritory. However, in more recent years Washington hzs taken a good deal more
sympathetic interest in Liberia and as early as 1908 the Taft Commission stated in its
official report that "unless she (Liberia) has the support of some power commensurate
in strength with Great Britain and France, she will disappear speedily as an independent
nation." Fortunately, she did survive as a sovereign indevendent country in spite of
internal and external difficulties and today still is the only Republic in Africa which
otherwise consists entirely of Colonies and Dorinions of European powers. She declared
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war and becare an ally of the United States in World War II and is now a member of the
United Nations. Her excellent constitution was written by an Arerican and is patterned
after our own. The Liberian flag consists of eleven white and red strips and a blue

field with one star, so that it looks exactly like our flag unless it is spread out so you
can count the stars.

The countryv's notto, which is frequently quoted, is "The love of liberty
brought us here," and I must confess that I was surprised tc lesrn that in the century
old government there has never heen a revolution which violetly deposed any dulv
elected President. Economically too Liberia has much to boast about., It budret
is and has been balanced for mrany years; it has no interral debt and the only monev it
14 3 abroad is #500,000 to an American comrpany. Like other countries Liberia has passed
through several difficult econoric pericds but alwavs paid up and has rno defaults.

About forty vears sco the Liberians recuested the Urnited Staztes Covernment to

rant e the indspendence of their coverrrent, to give Liberia courcel and advise on
international affairs, to provide experts for teaching and for nilitary trainine, to
make scientific rescarch of z2sricultural and mineral resources, and to encourace American
capital to come and develon the country's resources. Tlihu Root warnly endorsed and
supported these renvests, but little was done to follow up these recomrendations. Fow-
ever, since Jorld War II the United States has shown 2 egreater appreciatic f the im-
portance and significance of Liberia's position as a sataway to ffrica hot} war and
in peace.

The fine deep water port facilities which we constructed durine tre war for the
use of Naval vessels is now serving a steadily increasing number of rerchart ships and
Monrovia has bhecome one of the best harbors or the jest African Coast, The port's af-
fairs are ably adrinistered by a former American Arry Officer. Donald Inskip, and his
Liberian assistant, Isaac David, and althouzh the operation 1s barely u vear old the
management ray well feel proud of the fact that thev have operated "in the black" almost
from the time they started operations. Soon rmany additional ships will call there to carry
away the iron ore from interior mines originally discovered by Lansdell Christie and now
being developed by him in close association with the powerful Republic Iron and Steel
Corporation. Gold 1s being oroduced ir considerable volune and undoubtedly thers are
other rich mineral resources still acaiting discovery and exploitation. However, I be-
lieve it is in the agricultural field that Liberia's greatest development will come in the
present generation.

The soil has creat versatility and is capable of producine alrost any tropical
plant or tree. The nost irportant agricultural product is Rubber and the storv of the
conversion by the Firestones of some 75,000 acres of juncle land into a hirh class rubber
plantation is indeed the sa~a of American enterprise at its hest. The local ranacer of
the Firestone Corpany, Mr. Ross /ilson, who has lived in Liberia for over twenty years,
showed us throush the 2ndless fields of larege ruvbber tress, the villaces where mnv of the
27,000 erployvees are housed, the buildirgs where the "latex" (liocuid rubber) is collected,

d finally cuided us throuch t modern industrial nlant where the actuz2l rubber is pro-
uced and shipped, as all rmost impressive and it is certainly the greatest pioneer-

g erterorise I have se . nuity in anv foreien land.
It would be hard to sxa~rerate the effect which this rerarkable developrent had on the

growth and economic develonrent of Liberia.

But there are many other crops that can and wil e successfully developed in
Liberia's rich soil and I believe sore day the clearing i planting of large cocoa,
coffee, and valr oplantations will make an e~ually abso e story as does the conversion
of this great ijuncle into fire rubber plartations by Firestone. Cattle raisine is also
being encourared by the governrent and it is only a few weeks sco trat Secretary of
Agriculture Cooper was in the United States and in New Orleanc, fron where he broucht
back with hir a number of fine Taxas cattle des:ined for their agricultural experirent
station at Suakoko, for the nurnose of irprovine and increasing the Liberian herds. The
U. S. Econoric NVissilon, of which Frank A. Pinder, an Americar negro is actine chief, is
doing outstanding work in tne encourag.nent of this and 211 other agricultural developments
and assisting in the irprovemert of the "uality of all Liberisn products. Road irprovement
is going forward slowlv but steadily and only the country's deterrination to live within
it  income prevents a much faster pace in the solution of its transportation problem.
Liccrians have become cuite air-conscious and srall airfields are being built in various
sections preparatory to the establishrent of a closely “rit interral airline svstem for mail
and passengers. Their external airpail service 1s alrcady excellent and letters from
t. United States reach Liberis, viez Pan American Airwavs, in three days, and connections
with Europe are equally gocd.

The Liberian governrent also takes a verv syrpathetic attitude towards all con-

structive business efforts and there are few countries that encoursize free enterprise rore
actively than Liberia. Recently a new and efficient lighting systen has bsen daveloped
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in Monrovia from a power plant located in the Port Area; a new cold stora~e and refrigerating
plant has just gcne into operation, which has suddenly made Monrovia very ice cream con-
scious with children all around the streets an‘oying their cones in American fashion.

A new hotel has also just been orened and several small new industrial enterprises are

ready to start functioning. The Bank of Nonrovia is helping to carrv on the financial
business of the country, but there is no bank of issue and the currency of the country

is the United States Dollar, This is ijust one of the many thines that cive life in

Vonrovia so ruch of the imerican flavor. Some favorable Naritime registration laws have
recently been put on their statute books as 3 result of which a number of ship owners

have found it advantageous to put their fleets under the Liberian flag.

The population consists of close to two million friendly peaceful people, male
up of twertv-three tribes, each headed by a chief whose authority is coordinated and inte-
irto their truly Derocratic form of rovernrent, Suffrase and property rights are
) o people of African descent which neans that citizenship and land title can only

acq br Negroes. The President and nenbers of the Senate are elected for six

vears and the rerbers of the House for four years., President Tubman is the Chief of 211

iefs and he is very highly recarded by a1l of his people. I found hir to be a rost
likeable und interesting man and was inpressed with the sarnestness and sincerity with
which he approaches 21l the country's problers. He does not "put on anv airs!" but possess-
es real dicnity and undoubtedly works very hard and conscientiously for the interest of
his people., Noreover, he has surrounded himself with high type capable ren, each of
whor "pulls his part of the load" and in turn trains other men to carrvy on the rovernment's
increasingly heavy work.

p"at:d

On the afternoon of tle second day of our stay, Representative /. R. Tolbert
sove a very claborate party at his home in Bensonville (about thirty niles from Fonrovia)
for the double purpose of celebrating "Mathilda Newport" day (the ecuivalent of our Lth
of July), and also of paying special tribute to President Tubran, who had just celebrated

5i4th birthday two days before. It looked as if all the elite of Yonrovia and surrourd-
were there and I counted over forty fine lookins autorobiles, all of them of American
s nuch calety, excellent food and a rost liberal sunply of all sorts of
shments, including manv pacnurs of French charpacne. Secretary of St“*°
uAhrl 1, and wife, called for us in his car to take us to the celeb-ation. 1 alreadv knew
he was 3 verv compe 1t Secretary of State and had learned that he had ~uite 3 reputation
as a rusician (,upe ially at the piano) but I did not know that he was also a raerular "Barnev
01df:-1d" at the wﬁeel. Anyway we enjoved the experience and he brourht us back safely
intime to get re: or the "State Dinner" which President Tubran -ave in our honor that
evenine, e function was given at the Txecutive NMansion - Liberia's White "ouse - for
onle, includins the cabinet, the Suprere Court, the rankines militarv offi-
and the affair was up to the best standard of any sirilar functions T had
to atterd in ruch older and richer countries, and I must sav that through-
Iivberia I sensed arong th neonle 2 ¢ il of confidence in their mis-
ion" rather than anv particular arbitions as a race.

with our busines- affairs we ha 4sion to attend 1 cabinet
reetine, which notwithstanding the celebration of a leg holidav, had been called for
our benefit, and lasted from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. I ws “rantlv in-ressed by the ef-
ficizcnt and businesslike ranner in which this session was conducted and the objectivity
of the discussions that took place. It was in many “1nn‘cfu a renarkable and enlichten-
ing rience. The members of the cabinet (11 in nunocr) are all hishlv educated men,
nany of them graduates of Amrerican colleces who brourht back with ther ruch of the American
enthusiasn and direct approach to all business and economic problems, a ~ualitv which t ev
clearly displayed in all of their dealings with us. Incidentally, the covernment itself
endows about one hund scholarships cach year to nernit thelr talented ounc ren toconme
o United States cellzges and a few to England and French schools, so as to provide future
for thelr puulic life.

The thrze things thit Liberia is still rost in need of today are bhetter interior
transportation (i.e., more and better roads), better education (i.e., more native teachers),
and rreater sanitation (i.e.,, better medical facilities). All three of these are for-

lable problems but they are being earnestly tackled and egradually solved., I can hardly
tell you rore of the detalls of these developrents within the scope of this lstter, but I
dc  ant to speak briefly of the wonderful work th has beer and 1s being done bv Dr. Dick
Hariev, a medical missionary and the  founder and director o: a very fine clinic at
Ganter. This work will now be supplemented by the Arerican Foundation of Trorical Medicine
wb* ~h hias provided a substantial operating fund for a new health and reserch center about
te .e erected and to be staffed, supervised by fourteen leading American medical schools
includine our own Tulane University.

A1l of these sort of developrments do of course help to strencthen the natural
ties with the United States and the Liberian pesople to have the kindest sort of feeling
towards the United States. e called on our Ambassador - Mr. Dudley - (of negro blood)
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whom we found to be a very able man who together with his attractive wife, is apparently
doing much to preserve and extend the cordial feelirgs that presently prevail between
the two countries. At the American Embassy we also met one of our State Denartment of-
ficials - ¥r. Sims — who was there on a termporary visit collecting important infor-
mation at first hand to better be able to deal with the many economic and political
questions that come to him at his so-called "African Desk" at the State Department at
Washineton. Our talks with both of these officials were most encourapging and we found
therm both not only well informed on all the country's problems, but apparently anxious
to help in any way they could.

I will sum my observations and impressions by telling you that I came away from
T*heria convinced that she is entering an era of grecat developrert and that because of
- excellent resources her enterprise and her hard working people, she really has a great
future ahead of her.

In closing let rme just add that we left Vonrovia early Friday morning and were
.ck in New York early Saturday norning, or less than five days after I left New York.
Time and distance are being annihilated. The day of the "Jet-plane" is near at hand, which
I am told will do everything twice as fast as our present best types of planes. Te
shall then be reallvable to spend our weekends in any part of the world we wish.

Cordially yours,




