February 25, 1938.

-

" Dear Rodney:

#ith further reference to your note about the
debate on the question, "Resolved that the Naval polioy
adopted by the United States 1s the best means of
securing peace", I am taking my firat opportunity to
gend_you Just a few thoughts but unfortunately I will
have to be very brief as I am so much pressed these
days. .

I take 1t that you know what the naval program is.
It provides for conslderable expansion in our fleet in
varioug categories of ships. The cost involved in the
new program is considerable. I believe that the progran
is egsentlial for two reasons, Tirst,as a measure to
preserve the peace and, second, as a measure of defense.

Whether we like to recognize it or not, the peace
of the world is definitely threatened and that means our
own peace as well as that of Iurope and the Far East.
We are living in a very different kind of a world from
that in which our fathers were brought into. The develop-
ments in communications and in so many lines have done away
with distanoce and the oceans which used to be a natural
protector of oursg,and other countries,no longer serve this
purpose. The nations have been brought together so much
more closely through trade and inescapable relationships
that whether they like it or not the fate of one is
inextricably bound up with that of others. It is increasingly
diffionlt to localize wara. Our country is = member of the
family of nations and because we are a great natlion we
have an interest in what nasses in practically every part
of the world. Under such circumastances a policy of isolation
is impossible even though we wish to definitely enter upon
such a policy. 1Isolation of a country involves not only
its own will to that end but also that other countries will
let it alone. We are too rich and too powerful to be let
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alone and so whether we like it or not, we must recognize
that if there 1s a dlsturbed world and war, we are in some
vays just as much in danger as others more nearly affected.

The peace of the world is definitely threatened because
s new element has been brought into international relation-
ships agailn. ‘e thought that with the state of civilization
at which we had arrived in Europe and in this country force
was very largely eliminated as a politicel Snetrument. We
have bean getting away from that definitely since the Middle
Ages. Now, however, since the rige of dictatorships,
principally in Europe, force has again become their principal
inatrument of policy. They believe very definitely that
might makes right. They have no regard for treaty obli-
gations and belleve only that such obligations should be
kept as long as 1t is to their advantage. They have cast
aside the entire structure of international law which had
been ao painfully bullt up in the last century. They believe
that war to be effective must be ruthless and brutal and they
have shown that they do not intend to obey any of the rules
which had been devised in international conferences for
lesgening the brutalities of war. These dlotatorships have
shown that they are in no way interested in maintsining
the rights nor the integrity of the sovereignty of smaller
gtates. In other words, they are prepared to use the huge
war machines which they have built up for the accomplish-
ment of their purposes even if these purposes mean the
abesorption of other states and the violation of all rules
of international law and comity. ,

Under these cirocumetances, ware are inevitable. As
for interfersnce by one country in the rights of others, .
we have seen this in the way 1%taly has proceeded against
Ethiopia and in the way Japan is proceeding againat China.
In both cases there was no provocation and no ground for
oonquest other than the desire on the part of the stronger
country for the territory of the other. ¥We have seen more
than one country vioclating the sovereignty of Spaln by
gendlng forelgn troops to fight there in a civil struggle.
We have recently seen Germany taking definlte steps in
violation of Austrian sovereignty. Theee are only the
beginnings of a series of events which may well in the
end bring about a war which will disgrupt Europe and which
may heave very seérious repercusslons for us.

And what we muat remember is that these aggressor
countriees once they have fattened on thelr »re¥ have very
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definite designs on the hemigphere in which we live. Ve
have much which they envy and if we wish to malntain our,
cwn pence at home and if we wigh to maintain our demooratic
instituticns we shall have to be prepared to defend them. 9
The only way in which we can maintain the peace for our-
selves ig by the maintenance of a defense whlch will make

it %oo serious an adventure for anyone to attack us. We
belleve in this country that we ocan do that most effectively
by the maintenaznce of a strong fleet which can protect us
while we woulc be preparing our Army. In other words,

by maintalning a strong fleet we to a considergble dezree
avold the necessity of also tremendously increasing our
Arny and further increasing the cost of our defensive
measure de

An unfortunate thing we have to remember, but which
is very true, 1s that it takes two to keep the peace hut
only one to nake war. No matter what our will for peace
may be in thlia country, it depends not on us alone as to
whather we will bs able to remain at peace. Never in
modern history have the relatlons between 3tates been on so
M sorderad a basis ~nd in such a world as thia we must be
prepared to defend ourselves. The natione which are the
aggressor nations recognize only one deterrent, and that
deterrent is superior or equal foroe. They are prepared
to uge foroe as long as they see thelr potential opnonents
weaker than they. They have respect only for force and
power. For us to remain defenseless, and weak in those
ingtruments of force which the aggressor natlons are
btuilding up, would be to invite attack, . The only safe
method, therefore, which we can pursue %o keep our pence
is to be prepared adequately for defense. Thig is a
situation which is forced upon us but which we must
accept. A strong Navy, in view of our coastling on the
two oceans and to the 8Bouth, 1g, therefore, a vrimary
egnentinl to our defense and therefore to pence.

These are Just a few thoughts which I hope will be
helpful to you. Aunt Marnie and I are being kept ocounied
these days with visltors and with ail sorts of things.

We hope that when you hnve your holidesys you will be able
to come to0 make us 2 vislt here. Jinny's boy-friend is
coning here from Amsterdam next month and she seems to have
made up har mind to marry him. ¥We will all have to look
him over when he comes and I think she ought to wait for
our approval but I don't belleve she ig planning to do
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that. Oive my love to Bob and I hope both of you are
getting on splendidly.

Falthfully yours,




