SECRET Buenos Aires, Argentina
April 25, 1947

Dear Dean:

I am supplementing my secret letters to you of
April 3 and 11 and 18 and my telegram No., 412 of
April 15, 11:00 A.M., all with reference tuv the Depart-
ment's seoret telegram No, 252 of April 2, 6:00 F.lM. lo-
forming me of the conversation which Presideant Trumen and
you and Senators Vandenberg and Connally had with Ambas-
sador Ivanissevich on HMareh 31, In the three letters
above mentioned I have given the appropriate comment and
information on developments since I received the tele-
gram Ko, 252 of April 2, 6:00 P.M.

Last evening I had a long talk with the Forelgn Min-
ister on a number of matters, The Minister said that
Ivanissevich was leaving here on May 3 for Washingten,
The President had asked him to remain for the opening of
Congress on May l, He said that Ivanissevich would carry
a message from President Perén to President Trumen and
would, of course, get in touch with you on arrival, He
said that the message had not yet been conveyed to Ivaan-
issevich but that it would be along the following liune:

Ivanissevich would be instrueted to ianform
President Trumen on behalf of FPresident Perédn
that the Argentine Government and the FPresi-
dent appreclated the friendly and understand-
ing gesture which Fresident Truman had made.
The Fresldent was appreciative that the Fres-
ident and you were understanding of the fact
that the Argentine in the matter of schools
and institutions and propaganda, and in the
matter of property had carried through its ob-
ligations under the Acts of Mexico City and
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was doing sc in the matter of enemy aliens.
The Ambassador was to say to President Truman
that the Argentine Covernment and President
Perén had the same interest in getting rid of
certain German and other aliens who had en~
gaged in improper activities as we did and
the Argentine Covernment had spared and would
spare no effort to get rid of them. Before
the last decree, which listed 52, they had al-
ready seant out a good many people and this 1list
of 52 represented the only ones remaining against
whom adequate information was available, Of
these 1) had already been deported to Germany.
Others were under detention and would shortly
be sent out. A ship was already being held
ready to send them out and was being held to
try to get on it as many as they ocould get,
After having deported this lot the Argentine
Government would not lessen ita efforts to get
the remalning of these people who were in the
Argentine.

The Fresident was very anxious to bring
about a complete normalization of the relations
between the two countries for he considered
this so fundamental in the interests of both
eountries and to enable them to work together
in the times in which we life. He hoped, there~
fore, that the good faith of the Argentine Gov-
ernment in the fulfilling of its obligatiocas
would be recognized by us and a complete nor-
malization of relations follow without await-
ing the departure of all these persons whom the
Argentine might not have been able yet to get
but which it was obligated to get and would make
every effort to do, as 1t had been.

The Foreign Minister went on to say that they were
doing everything they could as they had been doing. He
sald that the President and he appreciated the message
of President Truman, and particularly its understanding
character and the good will it showed, iHe knew that I
had wmade it clear to the President and to our Government
what good will and good faith there were on the part of
the Argentine,

He then
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He then went on to speak about the times in whioch we
live and the importance of collaboration among the American
states and the new orientation of Argentine pelicy into
the American pioture.

The Minister said that before the departure of Ambas-
sador Ivanisseviech we would talk about this matter again
and he would give me further conerete information and
that of course the President and he would see I[vanissevieh
before he left for Washington,

I was very glad to have your telegram No. 322 of
April 23, 11:00 A.M, referring to my despateh lo. 2119 of
dareh 31 and my letter of April 3., When this telegram
wgs sent you had not yet had my letters of April 11 and
18,

I particularly appreciate the comment which you give
me that the Department considers that the issuance of a
statement by the Argentine Covernment would prejudice the
chances of & satisfactory solution of the problem by
freezing the Argentine position and bringing about press
debate at home, I think I made it clear ipn my despateh
Ko. 2119 and in my letter of April 3 that I did not mean
to say that the Argentine was goling to issue such & state~
ment but that I felt it was possible it might do so.

Last evening during the conversation with the Foreign
Minister I asked him if they had in mind any kind of a
statement, without, of course, referring to your telegram,
The Minister said that of course they were not meking any
statement with regard to the message which President Truman
had sent to President Perdén as they realized this econver-
sation was off-the-record. He sald they were not consid-
ering any other kind of a statement but that wheu they
sent out the next lot, he would of course have to make a
factual statement as to the number sent out on this ship
which is to go. He saild that in this statement he would
simply refer to the deoree listing 52 and state that this
represented those remaining against whom the Argentine
Government had information of an sdequate charactsr con-
cerning acts against the state or the United Nations; that
as was known, they had sent out 13 of these who were al-
ready in Cermany; they were now sending out on this ship
a specific number whom they had been able to locate and
arrest and therefore deport; that the Argentine Govern-
ment was continuing its efforts and would continue to
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make efforts to find the remainder of these people. He
said he would say this and nothing more. I said I was
very glad to hear this as I felt it would be better not

to make any statement beyond that, He said he thoroughly
agroed and had no intentlon of making any statement beyond
that,

I think you will agree that when this next lot is
deported he will have tc make a purely factual statement
such as the one above referred to,

ot

I have recently,%een giving a great deal of atten-~
tion to the actual information which we have concerning
these people in the list of 52, When this last deporta-
tion 1ist of 52 was issued by the Argentine Government,
the British and ourselves went over all of our lists of
names of persons against whom we had any laformation and
the British and we were in agreement that this list of 52
in the last deportation decree covered every one on whoa
the Argentine Government could be expected to take action.
A8 a matter of faet, we were of the opinion that some of
the people on this list were relatively so unimportant
that we were surprised that the Argentine included them
in the l1list, e felt that the fact they did so showed
they were sending out any one against whom they had any
real information,

Of the 52 in the list, 13, as you know, have been
deported, Three more are known to be outside of the
Argentine; one of them, Fernando BAULENAS, is known to
be in Chile and the Argentine Government has Informed the
Chilean Government of this circumstance and with complete
information concerning him, This makes a total of 13
plus 3 whieh is 16 accounted for, leaving 36, 0f these
36, the ones that are really important are Hans HARNISCH,
Juan Sigfrido BECKER, Gustavo UTZINGER, and Wilhelm von
SEIDLITZ., The newspapers and we have laid more stress
on Becker, but as a matter of fact, Haraiseh is, in the
opinion of the British and ourﬂelvss and of the Argentines,
more important on the basis of the information available,
Harnish is among those who have been detained and are
being held for deportation. Becker they have not yet
been able to get, but they are determined to get him,
Whether he is in the country still or not, it has not been
possible to determine, Whether Utzinger and von Seldlitz
are among those they have detained and are awaiting depor-
tation I have not asked,

Of these




Of these remaining 36 the above mentioned four are
really important and could be put in the "dangerous"
class, They were dangerous in the sense that they were
active and capable and could do things when they were free
to work, but whether they could be considered ass dangerous
now is another matter for they are not able to operate for
a8 goon a8 they would show thelr heads anywhere in the
country they would be arrested. They could not possibly
engege in any activity because as soon as they engaged in
the slightest activity the Argentine police, who are on
the alert, would have this clue to where they were and be
able to pieck them up.

The remaining 32 cannet be considered as being of
very real importance. I have gone into this matter with
our people here, I have studied all of the records,

While I think we are perfectly right in expressing the
desire that these be deported and while I think the Apygen~
tine 13 right in deporting them, it can hardly be said
that they are "dangerous" or ever were particularly impor-
tant, In order that you may have an idea of the informa-
tion whieh there is in the possession of the British and
ourselves conoerning all of the people in the 1list of 52,
I am sending a brief paragraph with regard to each of them
herewith and a glance at it will show you that most of
them can hardly be called “dangerous™ and certainly not
under present conditions.

I am mentioning the foregoing because the President,
in speaking to Ivanissevich, spoke of these "dangerous®
individuals and I thought it would be interesting for you
to have this very brief statement concerning these 52
people which I attaeh to this letter,

Of the 13 of the 52 in the decree who were deported
in December, 1946, there were two of the most important
in the list. One of them was Alfredo Juan Otto VOLCKERS
and the other was Ino E, von ROLLAND who was of less but
real importance,

Of the persons who were deported prior to the is-
suance of the decree coverling 52, Ernesto SCHLEUTER and
Wilhelm WIELAND were fully as important as sayone in the
lists which we submitted to the Argentine Coveranment,

A very important German agent whose deportation had
been decreed by the Argentine Covernment before the list

of 52
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of 52 was Friledrich von SCHULZ HAUSMANN. He committed
suicide before his deportation could be effected,

I do not know how many the Argentine Government
really has at present in custody awaiting deportation.
I know that Haralsch, who is perhaps the most important
of all, is among them, I have, as I stated in previous
letters, not asked for the names of the ones whom they
have under detention as the information when 1t gets out
leads to these writs of habeas corpus which have created
80 much difficulty for the Argentine Covernment and I do
not want to run the risk of its being possible that any
information leaks out from this Embassy which would lead
to such writs for any of these people when I know what pains
and effort the Argentine Government has gone to in order
to locate and apprehend them.

I have noted with some concern that the Department
has considerable doubt whether the Argentine ascertation
that agents 1n hiding are actually beyond reach of the
Argentine poliey 1s true. I think I should say that any
reserves we may have in this conneetion are not well
founded, I think you do not doubt that I would give you
the most full and accurate information concerning what
the Covernment is doing here and I hope you do not doubt
that T am well informed. I am well informed becsuse I
have given to¢ this matter an attention so serious and so
complete that I have never in my lonz career in the Servioce
worked harder on & matter than I have on this., If I felt
that the Argentine Government and authorities were not do-
ing everything in their power to get these people, I
would be the first to tell you, EBeing on the spot, I
think I should be in the best position to know what the
Government 18 doing lhere and what not deing. I have had
enough experience with problems of thls kind to know how
diffiocult it is to find people who are being sought by
the authorities or the police, The problem is more diffi-
cult in & country llike the Argentine than 1t is in our
own, principally because there are so many places in a
country like this where people can hid away for long per-
iods in distant and isolated places, I do not diseount
the possibility that certain pecple in the Argentine
may be shielding some of these people whom the Government
is loocking for, That is altogether possible., That hap-
pens in all countries, I do not helieve that anyone in
the Government ig shielding anyone, and I cannot find any-
one, even among those who are most crisical of the Gov-
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ernment, who has that to say. It is well understood here
among people who know that the Government is meking this
and has been making this great effort to find these people,

With reference to the statement in the telegram that
it is pertinent that at the time some approximately 40
dangerous allens were relessed they were put under sur-
velllance and that some of them may heve escaped because
they were warned in edvance, This is quite true and
the possibility that some of them were warned is a real
one, I myself pointed out that the possibility was a
real one. As a matter of faet my reportse will show, I
Tfeel sure, although I do not have time to ocheck before
this letter goes out in the pouch this evening, that I
reported that the PForeign Minister himself and the Presi-
dent saild to me that they feared that some venal police
official of a secondary character who had to have cognizance
of the search to be made when they organized this large-
scale search, may have given ianformation.

I do not think we can permit any such consideration
to control us because the Argentine suthoritlies have been
very frank about it themselves, They have 8 situation to
deal with Just as sc many governments have to deal with,
Yenal officials are found In all of these governuents., The
most important thing is that so far as the Argentine ac~
tion connected with these aliens is concerned they have
shown good faith end have been completely frank with the
British and ourselves, and I think thaet any examination
of the record made objectively and carefully will show
that the Argentine has collaborated with us and with this
Embasay in this matter of enemy aliens more closely and
more effectively than the officials in any one of the
other American countries,

You know how closely I followed this matter in jMexico,
and we never got very much collaboration from the Mex-
ican Government in this matter of alliens even though the
Government was friendly. In Mexico there was actual pro-
tection given to some of these aliens by members of the
Government to my knowledge, and this is something I cannot
say here, 1 speak sbout Mexico because I know the situa-~
tion there, but I am sure, as I said before, if we go in-
to this matter with respect to each of the other Americas,
we will find that we have had and are getting more real
and effective collaboration from the Government with regard
to aliens here than we are getting elsewhere. I am not
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making any plea for the Argentine Government, but I am
stating what the faets are and certailnly our Goveranment-
works on the basgsis of facts,

I think you will be interested in looking over the
sheets appended to this letter as you will find them re-
vealing., In my despateches and in my letters on this matter
of aliens, I have not spoken of them for the most part as
"dangerous,” I have consistently spoken of these people
as pecople agalnst whom there is adequate evidence avail-
able for the CGovernment to take action against them, Some
of them were dangerous during the war., TheSe same people
would be dangerous in peace if they were permitted to op-
erate, The greater number of them, however, were never
dangerocus in the sense that they were leaders, They were
for the most part purely instruments and engaged in
secondary asctivities as the shects will show, 1 think you
will also find it interesting to note at the end of each
sheet that the Argentine Covernment has with regard to
all of these people taken aetion from time to time but has
been hampered by the courts.

I have impressed on the President and the Forelgn
Minister the importance of their getting as many of these
pecple as they can, and I have felt that [ was bringing
coals to Newcastle for I know whet they are doing and
that they are not falling to take any possible measure.

I am pleased to note from the Department's telegranm
No. 322 of April 23 that we expeoct reasonabie and sub-
stantial compliance and that good performance on deport-
ing the more important on the list of 52 would do this,
I think we can no longer speak about the Argentine glv-
1ng us words instead of deeds for in the matter of schools
end institutions and property it has certainly done a fine
Job and in the matter of allens, we cannot speak about
words for there is no question about whet they have done
and are doing,

I shall keep the Department informed of developments.

Cordially and failthfully yours,

George 2, lMessersmith
Bnclosure:
List.
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