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ABSTRACT

The prosperity experienced by Wilmington, Delaware 

between 174-0 and 184-0 provided the economic foundation 
necessary to support the clock and cabinetmakers who 
collaborated to fabricate tall case clocks. A shift in 
the city's focus from an agrarian to an industrial based 

economy parallels a shift in popularity from tall case 
clocks to less expensive, watches and shelf clocks.

This study furthers previous research on Wilmington’s 
clock and cabinet makers through biographical sketches 
which examine their shop locations, advertisements, 

inventories, and account books. In addition, an analy

sis of the account books of Ziba Ferris, a clock maker, 
offers a better understanding of the clock maker's trade 

in Wilmington. Statistical comparisons of annual shop 

transactions between 1807 and 1848 document Ferris's 
occupation as primarily a retailer of merchandise. The 

shop records list the origin of the clocks and watches 

repaired in Ferris's shop, providing a vivid account of 

Wilmington’s involvement in coastal and European trade.

xi
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An examination of ■'decorative and construction details of 
several Wilmington tall case clocks examines the 
intei— relationships of shop traditions and craftsmen. 
George Crow I, a clock maker who also appears to have 
made the cases which house his works, is an atypical 
craftsman; Thomas Crow exemplifies the more usual ai—  

rangement of works by a single clock maker housed in 
cases made by a variety of cabinet makers.
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CHAPTER I 
HISTORY OF WILMINGTON, DELAWARE

The Delaware Bay region was discovered early in the 
seventeenth century by English and Dutch sailors. The 

first successful settlements, New Sweden and Fort 
Christina, were established in 1638 by an alliance of 
the Dutch East India Company and their allies, the 

Swedish. A few years later, the Dutch government built 
Fort Casimir (modern day New Castle) to bolster their 

trade in the Delaware Bay Region.*

English aspirations for this area were fueled by 
the Anglo-Dutch commercial rivalry after the Thirty 

Years War. King Charles II granted his brother, the 
Duke of York, valuable land extending from the Connect
icut River to the Delaware River. This Delaware region 

was considered part of New York, with New Castle serving 
as a secondary capital.^

1
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In 1681, Charles II created a province, called 
Pennsylvania, which he granted to William Penn with the 
stipulation that Penn's southern boundary was twelve 

miles from the Duke of York's city of New Castle. 
Realizing the importance of oceanic access, Penn ap

pealed to the King for an extension of his boundaries;
Penn's grant was expanded to include the lower'coun- 

3ties.

For the next few decades, New Castle continued to

prosper as the economic and trading center for the

Delaware Bay region. However, New Castle's importance

in the region was diminished with the settling of
Wilmington, which caused a New Castle minister to
lament, "the town of New Castle waxes poorer and poorer.

This dying condition is partly owing to an upstart

village lying on a Neiboring Creek CWilmingtonl which
4.yields a convenient port to the adjacent County."

Andrew Justison, a New Castle farmer, of Swedish 

descent traded his New Castle farm for land that would 
later become Wilmington in 17S7. He attracted six 

investors including his son-in-law, Thomas Willing. In 
1731, Willing developed an initial town plan for

Willingtown by dividing his property into lots arranged
/
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at right angles. However, Willing could not attract 
settlers with sufficient capital and enterprise and 
Willingtown contained only fifteen or twenty houses 
until 1735.^

William Shipley purchased much of the undeveloped
land surrounding Willingtown in 1736. Shipley provided

the foundations for a mercantile center by widening the

streets and building a market house, brewery and a

wharf. Shipley’s improvements attracted settlers and he
was “soon followed by many of the most enterprising and

industrious CQuakersl."6 Historian, Benjamin Ferris,
observed that "from this period the town grew rapidly;
emigrants flocked to the settlement; and all was life 

7and activity." By 1739, the town boasted six hundred 
inhabitants, a governor, Beorge Thomas, and a charter 
which officially changed the name from Willingtown to

pWilmington.

The economic prosperity of Wilmington during the 

eighteenth century is reflected in its population which 
doubled from 600 in 1739 to 1200 in 1776. New settlers 

included Quakers from Philadelphia and Scotch-Irish and 

Welsh who were fleeing English rule. They were a t 

tracted by the lucrative potential of farming, milling,
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9ship building and retailing in the Wilmington area.
The opening of two market houses by 1739, one at Market 
and Second Streets and the other at Market and Fourth 

Streets, attests to Wilmington's role as a local market
and distribution center for the surrounding agricultural

- 4. 10 community.

Wilmington derived much of its regional importance

as a center for milling industries, from the small
custom grist mills built by the Dutch and Swedes in the
seventeenth century to the large merchant mills of the

eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.*1 Farmers in Kent
and Sussex counties shipped their grain to Wilmington,
aided by the completion of the Brandywine Bridge in 1764

ISand the Kings Road. The completion of four large mills
by 1760 transformed the town into "the most notable

concentration of mill industries in the colonies...where
an ample and reliable water power in the chief grain
growing district of America was united with river and

13ocean navigation." The Brandywine millers had ample 

access to coastal, inland and overseas markets for their 
flour. In 1750, James Bucket observed that Wilmington 

was, "in a very good country for Wheat and flour, Abun

dance of which is brought here for Sale the Greatest 
part of which is sent up to Philada. in Shallops, and a
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1 4part Shipt by the inhabitants for the West Indies."
By 1775 the Brandywine millers were exporting 30,000 
barrels of flour to Philadelphia.*^

The success of the milling industry fostered an
active shipbuilding industry in the Wilmington region.
The Philadelphia Custom House records (17E6-1795) list
over 130 vessels, varying from five to one hundred tons,
that were built in New Castle County.*6 In the History
of Delaware Scharf states, "Nearly all the leading
citizens, from 1741 to 1775 owned or were interested in

17one or more sailing vessels." Some of these ships 
were jointly owned by merchants from Philadelphia, New 

Castle County, New Jersey, London, and Ireland, indi

cating the extensive role Wilmington played in America’s
18international flour export trade.

When news of the imposition of the British Sugar,

Tea, Stamp, and Townsend Acts on New Englanders reached
Wilmington, the residents reacted cautiously by rendei—

19ing monetary and provisional assistance to Boston. By
August 1776, however, Delaware joined the other colonies
in declaring their independence from Great Britain by

adopting a state Constitution and changing its name from
EOthe lower counties to Delaware. The British occupied
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Wilmington from September IS to October 16, 1777, while 
trying to launch an attack on Philadelphia. In addi
tion, small British parties frequently landed in Dela
ware to obtain provisions from loyalist farmers in Kent

SIand Sussex counties. By 1780, Delawareans used barges
SSto protect their commercial lanes of coastal trade.

Although many merchants suffered economic hardships as a
result of the British blockade and American non-impoi—

tation agreements, Wilmington's milling industry gained
importance during the war as the price of wheat and

S3flour rose steadily. Joseph Tatnall, a Wilmington
merchant, supplied quantities of Brandywine flour and

meal for Continental troops; in 1775 Wilmington sent
2430,000 barrels of flour to Philadelphia.

Delaware was among the last in the United States to

adopt the Articles of Confederation, withholding support

until assured of the ability of each state to regulate
its own import and export trade. The Delaware assembly
almost immediately made Wilmington and New Castle free

ports, encouraging shippers to send their goods directly
25from Wilmington rather than from Philadelphia.

Wilmington continued to prosper after the Revolu
tion. In 1788, Brissot de Warville noted, "The mills are
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a kind of property which ensures a constant income...The
£6basis of their commerce was the exportation of flour."

By the 1790s, thirteen merchant mills were supplying a 
considerable amount of flour for the export trade; In 
the last decade of the eighteenth century, an average of
300,000 to 500,000 bushels of grain a year were ground

27at these mills, yielding $500,000 of marketable flour.
Before the end of the century, merchant millers in
Wilmington were purchasing tons of grain from Virginia,
Maryland, and New York, bringing it to the mills in

their own ships to meet the growing demands for their 
£8flour. Philadelphia remained the most substantial

market for Wilmington flour, "The transportation of the
flour from the mills to the port of Wilmington, does
not require half an hour and is frequently the case that
the cargo is taken from the mills and delivered at

29Philadelphia the same day." Wilmington merchants were
also able to sell their flour in New England and the
Carolinas in return for a variety of products. From the
Carolinas they obtained tar, pitch hides, turpentine,

tallow, rice, and indigos; from New England came plaster
of Paris, beef, pork, potatoes, whale oil, spermacaeti

30candles, smoked salmon, and fish.
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Wilmington merchants cultivated a lucrative ovei—

seas trade. Wilmington merchants sold beef, pork,
lumber, shoes, Windsor chairs and carriages, as well as

31flour and bread to markets in the West Indian Islands.
Currency obtained from this trade was used to purchase
goods from Ireland, such as glass, whiskey, woolens,

32hides, goose feathers, and books. In addition, Dela

ware merchants shipped flaxseed to Ireland and imported 
the finished linen. The Wilmington newspapers also 
advertised Dutch, German and British goods.

In the 1790s new trade outlets opened for the
33United States, in France, Holland and the Orient.

During the European wars, American merchants serviced
both English and French islands. Over half of the flour
and bread exported from the United States came from the
middle colonies, for which Wilmington acted as the

34principal distribution center. Wilmington ship build

ers continued to supply vessels for this trade. The 

British Council claimed that from 1783 to 1788, six
brigatines, one schooner, three sloops, and six small

35vessels had been built in Delaware.

Wilmington entered the industrial age in the 1790s 

with the introduction of textile manufacturing, fulling
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3 6and dyeing, papermaking, and tanning endeavors. By

1810, New Castle County contained two barley mills,
twenty-seven grist mills, one powder mill, two rope
walks, two snuff mills, four paper mills, two breweries,

nineteen distilleries, ten tanneries, one nail factory ,
three rolling and slitting mills, six fulling mills, two
woolen factories, three cotton factories, and ten

37carding machines. These industries attracted more 
immigrants to New Castle County where the population 
increased from 19,688 in 1790 to 85,361 in 1800, in
cluding many refugees from the French Revolution and the

38slave uprisings in the Caribbean.

Wilmington prospered during this time. E. I. Du
Pont, a contemporary observer, reported that, "Since

1803...new houses...new wharves...built in town every
year; two fine bridges have been constructed; the rate

of rent in town is more than doubled; five turnpikes

leading in every direction from our town...have been

undertaken and compleated;...in the course of four or
39five years the price of land has more than trebled." 

Wilmington at the turn of the century had emerged to 

become one of the major urban cities in Delaware with

its population employed in over twenty six different
. . 40occupations:
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...there were nine shops in Wilmington employing 
120 hands in making woolen and cotton machinery,
22 coopershops, 8 blacksmith shops, 5 machine 
makers (for textile firms), 35 mill hands, 19 
master shoemakers, 9 master tailors, 6 master 
carpenters, 3 carriage—making shops, 3 ship-yards,
2 breweries, 4 druggists, 6 tanneries, 4 curriers,
1 skinner, 2 semi-weekly papers, 5 bookbinders, 4 
tin-shops, 1 coppersmith, 6 hat—factories, 3 
board-yards, 2 potteries, 4 watchmakers, 3 sil
versmiths, 1 pump-maker, 1 brass foundry, 1 
gunsmith, 7 weavers, 3 tallow chandlers, 3 tobac
conists.

Wilmington experienced a period of economic depression 
following the War of 1812. Manufacturers who had 

expanded their production in the absence of foreign 
imports, suffered severe set backs after the conclusion 
of the war when Delaware markets were again flooded with 
cheaper imported goods. American manufacturers called 

for protective tariffs. For example, in 1816 a twen

ty-five percent tariff was imposed on imported woolens
41in response to demands from textile manufacturers. A

similar tariff was imposed in 1821 upon retailers of
foreign goods, wares and merchandise. And in 1823 a

similar tax was levied in the form of a licensing fee on 
42clock sellers. Recovery from the post war depression 

was slow, gradually improving through the remainder of 
the nineteenth century. Wilmington was essentially 
bypassed by the Chesapeake and Delaware canal and the 

New Castle Frenchtown Railroad. However, Wilmington 
prospered later in the nineteenth century by providing
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railroad cars, iron ships and carriages to support these
43transportation arteries. By 1840, Wilmington had 

abandoned the mercantile ventures which had given it 
tremendous prosperity in the eighteenth century and 
entered the manufacturing and industrial age.

The prosperity Wilmington experienced during the 

latter half of the eighteenth-century up until the 
mid-nineteenth century supported forty-five known clock 
and cabinet makers. These artisans and the tall case 
clocks they fabricated will be discussed in detail in 

the following chapters.
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CHAPTER II 
CABINET, CLOCK, AND WATCH MAKERS

The Craftsmen

Tall case clocks are the result of a collaboration 
between two separate craftsmen - clockmakers, who 

provided the mechanical works, and cabinet makers, who 
created the wooden cases. Biographical research on 

these artisans provides a better understanding of the 

crafts of clock and cabinet making in Wilmington.* 
Individual sketches of these craftsmen, examining family 
history, business ventures, advertisements, property and 
tax records, account books, and probate documents, and 
transcriptions of the inventories are found in the 
Appendices. In addition, a brief discussion of the 
stylistic and structural characteristics of Wilmington 
tall case clocks will demonstrate the variety of 
inter-relationships that existed between these two types 

of craftsmen.

IS
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Between 1740 and 1840 Wilmington supported for
ty-five known clock and cabinet making establishments. 
(Tables A and B) The establishment of these businesses 
paralleled Wilmington's growth as an urban center.
There were only four clock makers and three cabinet 

makers active prior to the Revolution, seven clock 
makers and nine cabinetmakers prior to the turn of the 
century, and ten clock makers and nineteen cabinet 

makers up until 1840. These figures for clock makers 
are somewhat misleading, since six clock makers of the 
second and third groups changed their occupation to more 
lucrative ventures: Samuel Canby did not even complete 
his apprenticeship before entering the milling trade; 

John Crow entered the hardware and dry goods business; 
Jacob Alrichs and Samuel McClary established a machine 
shop; Benjamin Chandlee became a limner; and Seorge 

Jones entered dentistry. This occupational shift 
suggests that the clock and watch making trade was not 

as profitable after the turn of the century. This 

proliferation of inexpensive mass-produced clocks and 
watches during the nineteenth-century contributed to 
this attrition. Wilmington clock maker Ziba Ferris 

performed repairs on many imported clocks and watches, 

including some of the inexpensive type widely distrib

uted by Connecticut clock makers like Eli Terry and
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HChauncey Jerome. The Delaware Sazette advertised
3clocks for sale Tor one dollar in January 1852.

Cabinet making was apparently a more consistent course 

of income since, cabinetmaker’s skills were not com
pletely superseded by nineteenth-century mass production 
methods. Few cabinet makers appear to have changed 
their occupation.

Cabinet and clock makers' shops were predominantly 
located along Market Street. (Table C) The establishment 
of two daily markets in the early eighteenth century, 
one at Second Street and the other at Fourth Street, had 
"cemented Market Street as the town's commercial ax
is...The fact that Market Street rather than Front 

Street Calong the wharf] was the center of town suggests 
that the town's local market function was more important 

than its place as the point of contact with the larger
itCmaritime] world." The properties along Market Street 

between Second and Fourth Street were among the most 

valuable in Wilmington.^ The presence of cabinet and 
clock making establishments on Market Street affirms 
both their reliance on retail trade and their prosperi

ty. The clustering of their shops within a small 

geographic area gave potential customers several 
craftsmen to chose from to purchase a clock works and
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its case. Thus, shop proximity can not be used as a 
valid means of determining clock and cabinet makers 
intei— relationships. This also suggests that these 
artisans may have been quite competitive in order to 
remain in business.

Advertisements placed in newspapers and city 
directories reveal the types of merchandise and the 
services offered by Wilmington's clock and cabinet 
makers. Consistently and emphatically, clock makers 

offered a large variety of European watches. An adver

tisement placed by Ziba Ferris when his shop was robbed
6in 1817 mentioned that "shew watches were stolen".

This suggests that he kept a stock of sample watches, 
possibly from English firms, to show to potential 

customers. The only known advertisement that mentioned
7American watches appeared in 1866. These clock makers 

apparently also sold imported clocks. As early as 1789 
when George Crow II announced that his customers "may be 

supplied with clocks with or without cases, as low as
gcan be imported from Europe." Their clock making 

skills were often referred only as a footnote. In 
addition to watches and clocks, these craftsmen stated 

that they could supply their customers with a varied 
assortment of miscellaneous personal items, such as
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bracelets fobs, earings, necklaces, breast pins, and 

silverware. In addition, these craftsmen were able to 

adopt their skills to the needs of Wilmington’s indus
try. For example, Thomas Crow I advertised, "brass 
boxes cast for paper and grist mills at a short no

tice."9

The few known clock makers' inventories of the 
eighteenth century reveal that some may have fabricated 
the works and the cases in their shops. Jonas Alrichs's 

inventory included watch and clock making tools: a clock 
engine,~a watch balance wheel engine and a wheel 

l a t h e . G e o r g e  Crow I's inventory includes several 

unfinished clock cases and a set of clock and watch 

making tools.** The inclusion of the cases suggests 
that they were produced in his shop, either by Crow or 

by journeymen. Unfortunately, the other surviving 
inventories of clock makers do not include any refei—  

ences to the tools of their trade. Apparently, they had 
retired or changed their occupation by the time of their 
deaths.

No cabinet makers' advertisements have been located 

for the eighteenth century, but those that appear in the 
nineteenth century reveal information concerning the
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clock making trade. As with their counterparts, the
cabinet makers kept finished furniture on hand to show
potential buyers. For example, John Sebo advertised
that "he intends keeping a stock of ready made furniture
on hand, so that persons wishing articles in his line

ISmay be supplied on the shortest notice." They also
indicated the forms of furniture they made, although

none mentioned clock cases. James Johnson stated that
he fabricated "Bureaus, desks, bookcases, side boards,

13bedsteads." Only one cabinetmaker referred to the 
style of furniture he made - suggesting that he made 

Federal-style furniture, "Orders for any piece of 

cabinet work finished either in a plain manner or
14handsomely inlaid according to the newest fashions" 

Cabinet makers also adapted their skills to supply 

Wilmington's developing industrial market; John 
Petherbridge advertised that he sold printer's furni-

15ture.

Account books survive for Ziba Ferris, the cabinet 
maker, and Ziba Ferris, the clock maker, whose accounts 

will be discussed in detail in the following chapter. 

Ferris, the cabinetmaker, recorded his business trans

actions during the last four years of his life,
161790-1794. These accounts reveal information about
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his patrons’ taste in furniture, describing decorative 
details, woods, and type of furniture forms. They 
suggest that taste in Wilmington may have been lagging 

behind that of Philadelphia. In 1792, clients were 
still specifying quarter columns on case pieces, without 

any mention of stylistic characteristics of the new 

Federal style. The majority of the furniture was either 
constructed of mahogany or walnut; some were painted to 

look like mahogany. He made a variety of furniture 

forms, including tables, slat back and easy chairs, 
bureaus, and desk and bookcases, as well as a wagon, 

gates, Venetian blinds, and a ladder. He did take 
orders for two clock cases, one for P. Yarnell and the 
other to be sent to Milford. The entry provides some 

details of the case, notably a paneled door and base, 
beaded corners, and a thirteen inch dial. These details 
are found on some of the Wilmington tall case clocks 

included in this study.

Cabinet makers' inventories reveal that the nature 

of their business remained relatively unchanged from 

1740 to 1840. Craftsmen who died while still active in 
their profession owned a large assortment of tools, 

lathes, lumber, and furniture, both finished and
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unfinished. However, clock cases were rarely listed, 
suggesting that these were made on a custom basis.

The Clocks

Study of Wilmington furniture is still in a pre
cursory stage having been overshadowed by interest in 
furniture-making centers of Philadelphia and Baltimore. 
Two publications by the Historical Society of Delaware 
examine Wilmington furniture, Delaware Collections in 
the Museum of The Historical Society of Delaware and 

Plain and Ornamental: Delaware Furniture 1740-1890. both 

published in 1984. This study is intended to further 
the appreciation for the furniture produced in this 
city.

A detailed examination of the style and construc

tion of Wilmington tall case clocks reveals the intri
cacies of this form. Of the thirty clocks studied for 

this survey, only one case is labeled by its maker. 
However, a number of significant construction features 

have been identified to aid in discerning the work of 
separate cabinet makers. Only one clock maker, George
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Crow I, appears to have made clock cases, as well as the 
works. The more usual situation is found in an exami
nation of twelve cases housing works by Thomas Crow, 
indicating a collaboration with several different 
cabinet makers. In addition, Crow clocks will provide 

an introduction to the decorative motifs and construc
tion details used on Wilmington tall case clocks. The 
clock works are not included in this study; removal of 

the works from the cases for examination was impossible 
for many of the clocks. Most Wilmington tall case 
clocks are identified by the signature of a Wilmington 

clock maker on the dial. However, there are two clacks 
which are exceptions to this rule: Jacob Alrichs affixed 

his label to the works and Thomas Crow signed and dated 

the back of one of his works. (Figures 1 and 2) Al
though clock makers may have routinely included printed 

instructions with their clocks, only one such document 
has survived affixed to the waist door of a clock by 

George Crow. (Figure 3)

Tall case clocks present unique problems for 
determining authenticity because of the relative ease of 

removing the works, and dials, and altering the case 
height. Works can readily be removed and placed into a 
more desirable case because they are simply screwed to
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the seat board. Two obvious indicators of a possible 

"married" case and works are extra holes in the seat 
board and a poor fit between the dial and the dial 
frame. The seat board should only have one set of holes 
to accommodate the weights; an extra set of holes may 
indicate that the works are not original to the case. 
(Figure 6) Occasionally the seatboard was nailed to the 

cheeks to provide a more secure platform for the works. 
These two sets of holes should correspond. According to 
the account book of cabinet maker Ziba Ferris, cabinet 

makers built a dial frame to accommodate the dimensions 

of the dial. Therefore, the dial should fit squarely in 
the dial frame. In addition, the pendulum length and 

the wear marks on the back of the case should corre

spond. Dials can also be removed and/or repainted.
This is particularly true of white enamel dials which 

‘'were frequently repainted to cover paint loss and/or add 
decoration. A clock maker's name can be added to an 
unsigned dial. Because of their height, tall case 

clocks were often shortened. This could be done by 
removing or sawing the feet, sawing the scrolls, or 
slipping the waist into the base.

All Wilmington tall case clocks share some basic 
design similarities. The clock works are housed in a
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three part case consisting of the bonnet, waist, and 
base. (Figure 4) The works are usually secured to a seat 
board which rests on the upright sides of the waist, 
called cheeks. The waist and base of the case are 
essentially boxes, exhibiting relatively simple and 
consistent construction details. However, the wide 
boards of the waist doors presented a potential problem 
with splitting, and craftsmen invented various tech

niques to diminish this possibility. The bonnet incor
porates more features, an opportunity for craftsmen to 

display their ingenuity. (Figure 5) These elements 

include the dial frame, backing board, bonnet sides, 
pediment box, sidelights, colonettes (the small columns 

that support the pediment box), and top. A close 
examination of the bonnet is important for providing 

clues to shop traditions of tall case clock construc
tion .

An exhaustive comparison of the molding profiles 

found on Wilmington tall case clocks has determined that 
this detail is insignificant in distinguishing cabinet 
makers. During the late eighteenth and early nineteenth 

centuries, Wilmington cabinet makers were operating in a 

growing urban center, where imported tools were readily 

available and affordable. Their inventories indicate
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ownership of numerous planes. Glue blocking is equally 
uninformative, because it was probably a job reserved 
for apprentices who used scrap pieces of wood.

As the most complex portion of a clock, the bonnet 
may be the most vital element for determining shop 
traditions. There are several construction details 
which appear to be significant indicators.

1. the manner in which the bonnet sides are secured to
the base frame molding through different combinations
of mortises and pins (Figure 7)

2. the visibility of the top edge of the dial frame 
and/or backing board at the bonnet top

3. the use of an additional brace across the back of the 
pediment box

4. the attachment of the bonnet sides to the pediment
box sides directly or with additional pieces of wood
(Figure 12)

5. the correlation or deviation in the interior and 
exterior shape of the sidelights. For example, 
tombstone sidelights were combined with arched, 
rectangular, hexagonal or six-sided interior 
profiles (Figure 11)

6. the attachment of the colonettes with mortises or 
nails

In addition, the construction of waist doors, the 
incorporation of the base frame molding as a structural 

member, and the use of hollow or solid cove molding 

stock may prove to be significant in identifying a shop 
tradition.

George Crow's inventory, dated 1762, included 

unfinished clock cases. (Appendix III) This implies
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that he may have fabricated his own cases or hired a 
journeyman cabinetmaker to work in his shop. Therefore, 
there should be significant similarities in cases 

housing his works. A sarcophagus clock in a private 
collection and a flat-topped clock in the Historical 

Society of Delaware (HSD) will be examined to test this 
hypothesis. (Figures 8 and 9) The decorative details Of 
these cases are confined to the bonnet, with the excep

tion of the lipped tombstone-arched waist doors cut from 

solid boards. The sarcophagus clock has a three tiered 
bonnet with two-dimensional floral carving on the frieze 

and first tier of the hood, and turned colonettes. The 
HSD clock has a flat top with stepped architectural 
moldings, applied plinths on the frieze corners, and a 
reed motif as a keystone on the frieze, and fluted 

colonettes. The foliate carving and the fluting are 
both unsophisticated.

While featuring different decorative motifs, the 
bonnets of these two clocks share many similar con

struction details. The interior of the bonnet reveals 
that the stiles of the dial frame have been slit to 

slide the upper rail into place. (Figure 10) The side

lights have an arched profile both on the interior and 
exterior surfaces of the bonnet sides. (Figures 11) The
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bonnet sides extend the entire height to the top board 
on both these cases; the cabinetmaker secured an addi
tional board onto the sides to create a greater effect. 
(Figure 12) The bonnet door frame molding continues 
onto the sides and mimics the profile of the sidelights. 
(Figure 11) The bonnet door is secured with lemon

shaped pins and the front colonettes are attached to the 

bonnet door. The back colonettes are attached to the 
bonnet sides and to an extension of the backboard. The 
waist facades have an upper mitered joint (Figure 14). 
The stiles and upper rail have a mitered joint secured 
with two pins along the joint and an additional pin in 

the upper corners of the rail. (Figure 13) The bonnet 

sides are secured to the bonnet frame molding with two 

rectangular mortises using either one or two pins 
(Figures 7D and F) There are two differences in the 

case construction of these two clocks. The stiles of 

the sarcophagus case are pegged and glued to the sides; 
they are railed on the flat top case. The base frame 
molding is a structural member in the sarcophagus clock 

and a decorative addition in the flat topped clock.

These three tall case clocks share several similar 
decorative and construction details. However, the 

dissimilarities preclude a distinctive shop tradition.
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Wilmington cabinet makers rarely signed or labeled 
their work. However, a tall case clock case in the 
Historical Society of Delaware bears the label of Seorge 
Whitelock. (Figures 15 and 16) Unfortunately, the 
clockmaker of the works is not known. This federal- 
style clock is decorated with inlaid stringing, fans, 
and mahogany veneers. The use of diamond shaped side
lights is an unusual decorative feature. There are some 
construction details of the bonnet which may help 

identify other Whitelock clocks. Three mortises secure 

the bonnet sides. (Figure 7B) The bonnet top is heavily 

chamfered and obscures the tops of the dial frame and 
backing board. (Figure 16) The bonnet sides are secured 

directly to the pediment box sides; there is no hori
zontal board across the back of the pediment box.
(Figure 17) In addition, the waist door is made in 

three pieces, an arched piece and bottom rail to a 

middle board. (Figure 18)

An examination of several tall case clocks housing 

works by a single maker provides a better understanding 
of the more usual collaborative arrangement employed by 

Wilmington clock makers. Although he died in debt, 

Thomas Crow II was apparently the most prolific 

clockmaker in Wilmington. His estimated working dates
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are 178£ to 1816. He is known to have made over thirty 
clocks. This study examines twelve cases housing Thomas 
Crow works. These cases have been tentatively divided 
into three groups, related by similarities of construc
tion.

The first group consists of four clocks which are
17housed in high-style Chippendale cases. A clock in

the Historical Society of Delaware (HSD) and another in
a private collection share similar decorative and con-

17struction details. (Figures 19 and £0) Both bonnets 
are ornamented with swan neck pediments, carved and 
applied foliate rosettes and both cases are topped with 

an elaborately carved central finial, one is a rooster 
and the other is a basket of flowers. In addition, 
fluted quarter columns are set into the waist corners 

and the base facades have an applied cut corner panel. 

Both cases have a quarter-round column inset into the 
corners of the base. The privately owned clock is 
plain, the HSD clock is carved with a spiral ribbon and 

flower design. (Figures £1 and ££) The construction 
similarities include the following: the interior profile 

of the sidelights are six-sided, the scroll supports are 

thin boards which continue only part way up the height 
of the scrolls, the bonnet sides are secured directly to
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the pediment box sides and the waist door is a solid 
panel. (Figures 11, 23, 12)

However, there are some differences in the con

struction and decoration of the two cases. For example, 
the bonnet of the HSD clock is supported by fluted 
colonettes; the HSD bonnet has additional applied 

foliage on the frieze, a pierced scroll board, stop 
fluted front colonettes and turned back colonettes 
(Figure 23). The back colonettes on the "rooster" are 

not fluted all the way around, but are plain where it 
would sit up against the wall. The base frame of the 
bonnet is joined with a mortise and tenon in the 

"rooster" clock and with a lapped joint in the HSD 

clock. (Figure 11 G and H) The colonettes are nailed on 
the rooster clock and mortised on the HSD clock. The 
bonnet top exposes the backing board on the rooster 

clock but this is obscured on the HSD clock. (Figures 
29 and 30) There is a board dovetailed across the back 

on the rooster clock and there is none on the HSD clock. 
(Figures 31 and 32) The base frame is a structural 
member on the rooster clock, but not on the HSD clock.

A case that houses a Jonas Alrichs* works shares 
some of the decorative features of these two Crow
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clocks. (Figure 26). Like the HSD clock, this case has 
a flower alternating with a ribbon motif on the inset 
quarter columns of the base, stop-fluted colonettes and 
turned rear colonettes, a carved keystone on the 

pediment box, and applied foliate carving on the frieze. 
(Figures 22 and 19) In addition, like the "rooster" 
clock and the HSD clock, this case has applied blind 
fretwork on the waist and carved leafy rosettes. There 
are some decorative differences: the Alrichs clock lacks 
blind fretwork on the pediment box; the inset quarter 
columns of the waist of the Alrichs clock differ from 

the Crow clocks in the carved design, which is an 

incised abstract pattern; the sidelights have pierced 

fretwork; and molding stringing is applied onto the base 
facade to suggest a raised panel. (Figures 26 and 27) 
However, the construction of the Alrichs clock is 

different from the two Crow cases. Perhaps the most 
significant variation is that the sides of the pediment 

box extend above the top board of the bonnet and filler 
boards have been added between the bonnet side and the 
pediment box. (Figures 28 and 29) The backing board and 
dial frame are exposed at the bonnet top. (Figure 29)

The bonnet sides are secured with two rectangular and 

one square mortise. (Figure 7E) In addition, the 
colonettes are tenoned into the filler boards, the

R eproduced  with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



3 0

interior profile of the sidelights is rectangular, the 
waist door is a recessed panel, the base molding is 

nailed to the base sides and lemon-shaped pegs are used 
at the mortise and tenon joints of the doors. (Figures 

28, 11, 22)

The fourth clock in this group is a clock in a 

private collection which houses a white dial Thomas Crow 

works. This clock lacks the decorative embellishment of 
the other three clocks, probably due to a customer's 

desire for a less expensive case. (Figure 30) This clock 
uses molded stringing to suggest a raised panel on the 
base facade, like the Alrichs clock. The design has 
been further simplified with oval sidelights and quarter 

round beading on the waist and base instead of fretwork 
and inset quarter columns. It shares many similar 
construction details with the Alrichs clock, a filler 

board between the pediment box and the bonnet sides, 
rectangular interior sidelights and tenoned colonettes. 
(Figures 31 and 32) This case differs from the Alrichs 
case in the use of two tenons to secure the bonnet sides 

the presence of a base frame and the lack of visible 
pegs. (Figure 71)
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The second group consists of" six related cases 
housing Thomas Crow works. These cases have only 
minimal decorative embellishments unlike the clocks 
previously discussed. These clocks are housed in the 

HSD, the Salem County Historical Society (SCHS) and -four 
private collections.

The SCHS and the HSD case have similar decorative 

and construction details. They both have tombstone 
sidelights and recessed panels on the waist doors and 
bases. The construction similarities include the use of

pegs in the bonnet door, waist and base facades, the use
of two mortises and a peg to secure the bonnet sides to 
the bonnet frame molding and the visibility of the 
backing board on the top. (Figure 7 D> However, there 
are some construction differences between these two 
cases and the other four in this group. (Figures 37,
38, 39, and 40) The HSD bonnet sides are secured

directly to the pediment box whereas the SCHS bonnet
uses a filler board. This filler board detail is found 

on the remaining four cases. The SCHS waist door has 
two battens, a detail found on two of the other cases. 

(Figure 35) The base facade on the four privately owned 
clocks is a single board.
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A third group comprising two Federal-style clocks 
housing Crow works was examined, both clocks in private 

collections. (Figures 4-1 and 4E) These cases share 
many similarities: solid waist doors, pierced 

scrollboards, cut corner inlay stringing on the bonnet 

facade, waist door and base facade, dial frames and 
backing boards obscured by the bonnet top nailed on base 
facades, bonnet sides secured with two mortises, and 

extra bracing boards dovetailed across the back of the 
pediment box. (Figures 43, 44, 45, and 46) Figure 41 
may be slightly earlier in date, since it retains the 
fluted quarter columns and ogee feet of the Chippendale 

style. (Figure 45) The other clock features rnlaid 

stringing on the waist corners; the feet are missing. 
(Figure 46)

The previous description of several Wilmington tall 

case clocks reveals that defining shop traditions is 
extremely difficult. This lack of well defined shop 

traditions may be due to two reasons. First, long term 

relationships probably did not form between cabinet and 
clock makers because requests for tall case clocks were 

inconsistent and infrequent. Because cabinet makers did 
not make many of these cases during their careers, they 
did not develop a consistent, well-defined construction
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practice. Secondly, since clock cases are simply con
structed to protect the works and to stand, they do not 
require the stable durable construction of case furni
ture, which must be able to support a substantial amount 
of weight and sustain the stress of moving parts. The 
presence of Thomas Crow works in clock cases by several 
cabinet makers is thus an accurate reflection of the 

transitory intei— relationships between Wilmington clock 
and cabinet makers. While definite statements about the 
collaborative relationships are still impossible this 
study has illuminated which significant construction 
details of tall case clocks may prove helpful to future 
researchers.
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CHAPTER III 
ZIBA FERRIS ACCOUNT BOOKS, 1807-1850

This study of Wilmington clock and watchmakers 
would not be complete without a discussion of Ziba 
Ferris's account books. These documents will help to 
answer some important questions about a nineteenth-cen
tury craftsman: How active was his business? How was 
his business affected by world events? Who were his 

clients? Did he manufacture his own products? If not, 
where did he get his goods? Ferris’s accounts are the 

only known existing records for a Wilmington clock and 

watch maker, and they are remarkably complete.* They 
span the forty-three year period, 1807-1850, durirjg 

which Wilmington became an industrial city. In addi
tion, they suggest the operations of the other clock and 

watchmakers in Wilmington for whom there are no surviv
ing accounts.

The two account books reveal much about Ferris's 
personal and professional affairs. For example, his 
accounts include entries concerning estates for which he

34
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was the administrator and rents he received as a land
lord. He was the administrator for Anne Mason in 1833, 
Adam Boardley in 1838, John Johnson -in 1817, and William 

P. Megear in 1833. He rented property to General James 
Wolfe, a silversmith, in 1814 and to Benjamin W.
Bracken, a bricklayer; Ferris rented his cellar to 
Thomas Garrett, Jr. from 1833-1835 and received "rent of 

office" from 35 June 1836 through 1838 from Benjamin 

Ferris.

The size of Ferris’s clientele made it impossible 

to do detailed patron studies. His clients included 
women, tradesmen such as butchers, cordwainers, ship 

carpenters, and tanners, as well as merchants, and the 

E.I. Du Pont de Nemours powder company.

Primarily, however, the account books are a com

pelling record of Ferris's business as a clock maker.
His accounts apparently span all but the last seven 

years that he was involved in the clock and watchmaking 
business. Several years will not be incorporated in 

this study because they are not complete enough. They 

are 1840, 1843, 1843, 1849, and 1850. However, the 
exclusion of these years should not impede the process 

of understanding his business. They offer a good
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indication of the nature of his trade as clock and 
watchmaker.

The account books provide some information con
cerning the sources of his merchandise. He purchased 
items from several Philadelphia clock and watch makers. 
Benjamin and Ellis Clark of Philadelphia provided him 

with various types of keys, seals, and English watches. 

In 18S0, he purchased five English watches, three dozen 
gilt dials, eighteen gilt chains, four gilt compass 

keys, forty-two gilt keys, twelve silk strings, nine 
steel chains, eighteen steel seals, a half gross glass

es, brass and steel wire, two gross of English and

French clock hooks, twenty-four steel keys, four files,
2and a clock screw driver.

Ferris also received merchandise between 1831 and

1833 from Thomas J. Megear also of Philadelphia.
Megear, Ferris's brother in law, appears to have paid

3Ferris for boarding his mother, Phoebe Megear. Some 

transactions suggest that Megear may have acted as a 
middleman between Ferris and other Philadelphia firms.

In 1831, Ferris purchased nine watches and a thermometer 

from Thomas Meagear, who had bought them from Sarrett & 
Sons, Bobwick, and J.C. Farr & Warrington. In 183S,
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Ferris received nine watches, keys, two music boxes, a
black marble clock, and an alabaster clock. He also had

a clock dial painted and watch papers printed. The
■Following year, Ferris bought fifteen watches, an
eighteen inch alarm clock ($34.36), set up an eight day
clock ($8.35), an eight day clock movement ($13.34), an
ebony clock ($33.80), clock mainspring and wire ($1.63),
a clock bell ($ .56), six files, and numerous keys and 

3r i n g s .

Although Philadelphia artisans were probably his
primary source, Ferris was licensed as a foreign goods

a.retailer between 1833 and 1833. It is difficult 
without further evidence to determine if Ferris pur

chased any watches or timepieces directly from Europe.

Ferris's accounts suggest that he employed appren

tices or journeymen to help him in his business. His 
business was brisk enough to justify taking on several 
apprentices. On 16 March 1831, he advertised in the 

American Watchman for an apprentice.^ In one of his day 
books, beginning in January 1841, and ending in November 

1841, there are notations in the margin which may indi
cate the job responsibilities of his apprentices or 
journeymen. The notations are the number of times which

R eproduced with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



3 8

they appear are as follows: "C"(86), ''CH"(3), "Ghs"(5), 
"2 + C" (1) , " J " (16), "Thos"(10), "S"(31), "Th"(E), 
"2,'(35), and "Wm"(1). These initials correlate with 
clock historian Joseph Conrad's assertion that his 
apprentices included Charles Canby, Joseph Haslet,
Thomas J. Megear, Jr., William F. Rudolph and his son 
Ziba Ferris Jr. The "S" who did a substantial number of 
transactions remains unidentified. Assuming these refer 
to the apprentices, they worked on a variety of watch 
and clock repairs. It is not known why these notations 
only appeared during these m o n t h s . N e a l  Doucherty, a 

silversmith, who is included in the Ferris household in 
the 1850 Census, does not appear in the accounts, 
probably because he was a journeyman.

Throughout the forty-three year period of his 

accounts Ferris served over 5800 clients and recorded 
9633 transactions. His transactions included the 
purchase and repair of watches, clocks and other time
pieces. Occasionally, his record of these transactions 

are elaborate including information on the type of 
watches and clocks he worked on and sold.

His accounts often reveal the origin of many of the 
watches which he repaired. Of the total watch repairs

R eproduced with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



3 9

that he performed, 3,356 or forty—four percent included 
notations indicating the origin and makers of the 

Matches. (Table D) Only three percent of these watches 
were of American origin, whereas watches made in Great 
Britain comprise eighty-six percent. This suggests that 
Wilmington clock and watch makers continued to sell 
predominantly British and European watches instead of 

American made watches. Of the American watches that 
Ferris did work on, fifty-three percent were of Phila
delphia and twenty-two percent were of Wilmington 

manufacture. These figures also suggest that many 
Wilmingtonians owned watches made in Philadelphia. The 
Wilmington watches in Ferris's accounts included watches 

bearing the signatures of Ziba Ferris (13), George Jones 
(3), and John Crow (1).

Although clock repairs and purchases were a very 

small part of his business, some information can be 

gathered concerning these transactions. Ferris used a 
variety of terms to describe the clocks, including the 
type of works: 8 day, 34 hour or 3 week; the material
of the works: brass or wood; or the material of the 

case: marble. (Table E) In addition, the accounts list 

France, Germany, and Holland as the countries where the 
clocks originated. For example, he sold a German clock
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and two "cookoo" clocks, which indicates that he was 
receiving clocks from the European market. He also sold 
alarm, 8 day, 24 hour, mantle, 8 day alarm, and brass 

clocks. (Table F) These clocks were apparently purchased 

together with their cases. Only two entries indicate 
that Ferris had procured the movement and case sepa
rately. This clock was purchased by William Larkin in 
December 1818 and is entered as: "Moon clock 45.00; 
Mahogany case & glass $31.00". He procured an 8 day 
movement from Thomas J. Megear in 1833. Beginning in 

1829, Ferris began using the term "timepiece" a term to 
denote a clock without a strike train. Also, the use 
of the term "Yankee" may connote the shelf clocks 

produced extensively in Connecticut. Three of the four 

clock maker's names mentioned by Ferris are of New 
England origin: Willard, Eli Terry and Son, and Jerome

& Darrah. These references indicate that Wilmingtonians 

imported the popular and relatively inexpensive clocks 
of New England. The fourth maker noted was Thomas Crow, 

a Wilmington clock and watch maker. (Table F)

Ferris performed a number of services for clock 
owners, including repairing or replacing pendulum 

springs, pendulums, cords, striking works and bases; 

resetting clocks; mending and varnishing cases; oiling
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clocks; "putting up” clocks; and supplying shades, dials 
and glass for clocks. It is intriguing that in some 
instances he "put up clocks" for clients who purchased 

them elsewhere. Two clients, Richard and Jonathan Lovel, 
commissioned Ferris on an annual basis for care and 
repair of their clocks, an arrangement they maintained 
for several sequential years. One interesting clock 

repair for E.I. Du Pont was described as "clock repair 
blown up." This may refer to a repair caused by an 
explosion at the powder mills.

Miscellaneous repairs and other transactions 

comprise the remaining entries recorded in the account 

books. Ferris sold and repaired a variety of items such 
as seals, watch chains, keys, fobs and ribbons, music 

boxes, pipes, spy glasses, thermometers, spectacles, 
earrings, pocket books, breast pins, armlets, bracelets, 

studs, rings, looking glasses, medallions, compasses, 
and a microscope. He sold silver objects such as cake 

baskets, knives, forks, spoons, and even engraved two 
forks. Two transactions were noted as “operation on two 

eyes", probably spectacles. In addition, he advertised 
silk worm eggs in 1839.

R eproduced with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



4 2

Although Ferris advertised himself as a clock and 
watch maker, a breakdown of his transactions reveals 
that he was primarily a watch repairman:

Total number of watch repairs 5390 56%
Total number of miscellaneous purchases 2578 27%
Total number of miscellaneous repairs 678 .7%
Total number of clock & timepiece repairs 540 6%
Total number of watch purchases 386 4%
Total number of clock purchases 80 .8%
Ferris was probably not unique in asserting his occu
pation as a clock and watch maker while, the majority of 

his business comprised other transactions. Clock making 
in the early nineteenth century required an outlay of 

expensive tools to create a costly object which few 
people could afford. Thus, a craftsman, specializing in 

these luxury items could not rely solely on clock sales 
for income, but had to diversify. Although watches, 
especially gold watches, could be significantly more 
costly than clocks, they were available in a wider range 
of prices. For example, watches were available from 

$11.00 up to $170.00. Even when the cost of clocks 
decreased in the nineteenth century as production became 
industrialized, Ferris’s business remained primarily one 

of watch repairs. A watch, became a greater necessity 

in nineteenth century Wilmington as businesses expanded 
and more individuals were working by artificial clock 
time and structuring their daily life around the hour
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and the half hour. Watches also seemed to have a more 
personal association than clocks; Watches were fre
quently mentioned in wills, whereas clocks were usually 

sold with the estate sales.6

An analysis of Ferris's total transactions 

throughout the forty-three year period documented by his 
account books suggest some general patterns. Charting 
transactions an a yearly and monthly basis shows how his 
business was affected by seasonal changes, major mili
tary or economic crises, increases in population, and 

industrialization. Three distinct phases can be differ—  

entiated: (Tables G, H, and I)

Phase I 1807-1815 Period of Establishment & War of 181S 
Phase II 1816-1838 Period of Growth & Consistency 

Phase III 1839-18A8 Period of Expansion

Phase I represents the years when Ferris had just 

entered the clock and watch making trade. This nine 

year period represents only 3 percent of the total 

transactions during his career. He performed an average 
of thirty-one transactions per year. This may suggest 

that he did not rely solely on his clock and watchmaking 

business for his income. His business increased slowly
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until 1811, even during the self-imposed American 
embargo from 1807 through 1809. The War of 181E had an 

adverse effect on Ferris's business, even though the 
brunt of English aggression was confined to Sussex and 
Kent Counties. In 1811, his transactions decreased, 
probably as a result of the Non-Intercourse Act which 

forced thirteen Brandywine mills to close and lay off 
4,000 workers. The small number of transactions com

pleted between 1811 and 1815 suggests business remained 
slow during the hostilities. Watch repairs and miscel
laneous repairs dominated this phase. He did not sell 

any clocks, even though he described himself as a watch 
and clockmaker. Perhaps Ferris did not have the capital 

to build a stock of expensive items, such as watches and

clocks. Alternatively, other Wilmington clock and watch
7makers may have filled the demand for these items.

Beginning in 1816 Ferris's business began to grow 

steadily and for the next twenty-two years his business 
continued to be relatively consistent. During this 

period he conducted thirty-eight percent of his career 
transactions and performed an average of 159 transac

tions per year. Watch repairs and miscellaneous trans

actions dealing with such diverse items as music boxes, 
predominated, as they had in Phase I. Ferris had built
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a steady clientele for these types of transactions.
Business growth shows up in other ways too; he sold his

first clocks during this period. After the War of 1812,
Wilmington was growing in population, attracting new and
larger businesses. By the 1830s, textiles factories,
foundries and railroad car factories were established in 

8the town.

Beginning in 1839, Ferris's clock and watchmaking 
business increased dramatically. His average yearly 

transactions jumped from 159 in Phase II to 569 in Phase 
III. Ferris transacted 59 percent of his career total 

during this period, even though it is significantly 
shorter than the previous phase. Such a significant 

increase must have resulted from a larger pool of 
potential clients provided by the factories and must 

have necessitated the employment of apprentices or 
journeymen. As previously noted, the only notations 
suggesting the possible presence of apprentices were in 

1841. The large increase of watch repairs was not 

surprising, given an ever increasing portion of 
Wilmington’s population who structured life around 

working shifts in factories and mills.
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An analysis of the effects of seasonal changes on 
Ziba's business reveals that during the first phase of 

his career, his transactions were reduced when the water 
ways were frozen and impassable. His business surged 

during periods of active shipping in the spring and 
fall. (Tables J and K) However, this seasonal factor 

seemed to decrease in influence by the third phase.

This analysis of Ferris’s account books spanning 
the years 1807 through 1850 has revealed some surprising 
conclusions concerning the clock and watch making trade 

as practiced in Wilmington. By the nineteenth century 
clock and watchmakers were predominately retailers. 
Ferris's accounts suggest that Wilmington clock and 

watch makers purchased watches from Philadelphia mei—  

chants. In addition, the presence of clocks from New 

England factories owned in Wilmington demonstrates both 

the wide network of trade and the consumer’s desire for 
cheaper clocks. Ferris's accelerating business expan

sion reflects the increase in prosperity that 

Wilmingtonians witnessed during the nineteenth century.
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CONCLUSIONS

Wilmington, Delaware had developed from an agrarian 
community into an urban city by the nineteenth century. 
The economic transformation of Wilmington from agricul
ture to industry was accompanied by an alteration in the 
means and significance of measuring time, moving from 
"natural" time regulated by the sun and the seasons to 

artificial time governed by watches or clocks. Farmers 
worked from sunrise to sunset whereas factory workers 

were paid by the hour. Robert Boyle noted during his 
travels to Delaware in 17E6:*-

One of the Girls perceiving I had a Watch in my 
Hand to see what time of Day it was, begged to 
look upon it...When she touched it, and would not 
be persuaded but it was alive, from its going and 
the Noise it made I asked her if she had never 
seen or heard of a Watch before. She told me she 
had never seen one, but her Sister had read of 
' e m .

However, by the end of the century, the inhabitants of
Wilmington installed a clock in the recently constructed

town hall. Joseph Tatnall presented the clock, puj—

chased in Europe, which he thought "would ... be of
service to those who think themselves not of ability to

2purchase timepieces."

4-7
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Wilmington's geographic location, with access to
inland, coastal, and foreign markets, was pivotal for
its growth in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.
James Hemphill observed that, "It was a stroke of
geographic luck Cthatl saved Wilmington from being a
town merely of butchers of meat, of bakers of bread, and

3makers of candlesticks." By the mid-eighteenth centu

ry, numerous merchant mills were processing thousands of 

barrels of flour for export to Philadelphia and foreign 
markets. The War of 181E and the embargoes signalled 
the end of the era of the merchant millers. However, 

Wilmington's water power assets were utilized in the 
nineteenth century to power new business ventures such 
as powder, paper, and textile mills.

The prosperity generated by the mills and indus

tries provided specialized craftsmen such as clock and 

cabinet makers, with a suitable client base for luxury 
items like tall case clocks. There were at least foi—  

ty-five clock and cabinet makers active between 1740 and 

1840. Extensive biographical research of these artisans 
has revealed several interesting insights into clock 

making in Wilmington. Many of those individuals trained 

in clock making changed their occupations to a more 
lucrative business. Several reasons can be suggested
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for this shift. First, these clock makers were appar
ently primarily retailers; their advertisments list a 
wide assortment of imported watches, and watch and 
jewelry accessories. The sale of imported clocks and 
the cheaper, mass-produced New England clocks prac

tically eliminated the necessity for Wilmington clock 
makers to fabricate their own works.

An examination of several tall case clocks housing 
Wilmington works revealed some surprising insights into 

clockmaking. These cases are of relatively simple 
construction; the applied columns, scroll pediments, 
sidelights and decorative ornaments of the bonnet 

offered the most complex decisions to the cabinetmaker. 

Although, one might expect a clockmaker to collaborate 
with the same cabinet making shop throughout his career, 
this does not seem to have occurred. Although, several 

Thomas Crow clocks shared some similar features, there 

were no distinctive shop traditions discernable. Since 
clocks were a luxury item cabinet makers received few 

requests to make cases and probably did not need to 
establish consistent construction techniques. For 

example, cabinetmaker Ziba Ferris’s accounts for 1790 to 

1794 only include two clock cases. However, he made 

over forty tables, fifteen bedsteads, fourteen bureaus,
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and various other forms of furniture. Ziba Ferris, the 
clock maker, only sold eighty clocks during his foi—  

ty—seven year career, which represented less than one 

percent of his total transactions. In addition, this 
clockmaker’s accounts reveal that several of the clocks 
which he repaired were imported from Europe or New 

England.

Another possible explanation for the complex 

inter— relationships of Wilmington clock and cabinet 

makers is the close proximity of many of the shop 

locations. Since, so many craftsmen were clustered in a 
small area, potential clients could select from numerous 
artisans for their clock works and cases.

To augment the infrequent orders for clocks, 

Wilmington clockmakers expanded their retail merchandise 
and diversified their occupations. For example, Jonas 

Alrichs was involved in trading with the Carribean, 

George Jones became a dentist and John Chandlee became a 
limner. Cabinetmakers, on the other hand, tended to 

continue their careers throughout their lifetimes. The 
diversity of cabinetmaking activities evidently provided 

a more lucrative and consistent business. A few clock 
makers, like George Crow, appear to have combined the
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trades of clock and cabinet making, producing both the 
works and cases in the same shop.

Before the War of 1812, clockmakers may have 

fabricated some of their works and brass dials. Jonas 
Alrichs had clock making tools in his inventory and 
Thomas Crow advertised that he made other types of brass 

castings. However, clockmakers active later in the 
nineteenth century probably imported their works for 
tall case clocks from Europe. Local clock production 
suffered from competition with cheaper shelf clocks from 

New England and the increasing proliferation of watches.

The biographical sketches and extant inventories of 
the clock and cabinet makers active in Wilmington, 
Delaware between 1740 and 1840 provide geneological 

data, training information, business relationships and 

apprentices. These provide individual assessment of 
individual artisans as well as an indepth survey of the 

Wilmington clockmaking trade.
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TABLE A
WILMINGTON CLOCK AND CABINET MAKERS 

VITAL STATISTICS

ARTISAN BIRTH DEATH HORXIHS DATES
Cabinet (fakersHenry Irotn 1738- 1750Saauel Byrnes 1764 1791Saauel Dickson 1773 1796Saauel Canby 1751 1833 1777Tisothy Hanson 1798 1787 1798
Charles Allen 1790 1830Saauel Niles 1796 1791 1796Ziba Ferris 1743 1794 1794Caleb Byrnes 173S 1794 1794
John Erwin 1737 1797 1797Jaaes Emin 1797 1798 .Cell Noblit 1777 1878 1793 1845A & D Jefferis 1800Aaor Jefferis 1800 1805Francis N. Sardner 1801 1801John Aiken 1803John C. Petherbridge 1804Seorge Hhitelcck 1833 1804 1830Hilliaa S. Jones 1807 1845Johnson £ French 180? 1816
Saauel KcClary 1788 1859 1810French £ Hay 1813 1814Elias Connell 1814 1816J £ P Sheward 1814 1816Thoaas Sregg 1815
Adacs £ Faires 1815John Sebo 179? 1833 1841
Clock HakersSeorge Crow I 1735 1763 1746 1763Robert Shearaan 1768 1773Jonas Alrichs 1759 1803 1773 1797Joseph Kinkead 1780 1796Eeorge Cron II 1740s/50s 1789 1789
Thoaas Crow II 1793 1816Jacob Alrichs 1775 1857 1793 1800/10Hilliaa Sillespy 1797John Crow 1797 1800John Chandlee 1757 1813 1797 1310Seorge Jones 1784 1367 1807 1835Ziba Ferris 1807 1853Jesse Clarke 1808Charles Canby 1793 1333 1814 1853Hilliaa B. Heaver 1814John Hatt, Jr. 1814Justis £ nason 1815Benjamin S. Clarke 1817 1888 1841 1845
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TABLE B
WILMINGTON CLOCK AND CABINET MAKERS 

WORKING DATES

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 I7 7 7 7 7 *7< 7 7 7 7 7 7 8 a 8 3 S 3 3 8 a 8 8 84 4 5 5 6 & n1 7 8 8 9 9 0 0 1 1 8 aW 3 3 4 4 5 50 5 0 5 0 5 0 5 0 5 0 5 0 5 0 5 0 5 0 5 0 5 0 5
Cabinet BakersHenry Troth *~Saauel Byrnes h w h h h h h h
Saauel DicksonSaauel Canby *-Tiaothy Hanson «««*Charles ftllen h w h h w h h wSaauel Niles ****Ziba Ferris »««*»*««*«»

Jaaes Erwin , **Dell Ncblit Httiltliiiiitiiiiiiiiiiiitiii
flaor i David Jefferis *flaor Jefferis ****Francis H. Gardner -*John fliken -*John C. Peterbridge *George Hhitelock h h w h wHilliaa S. Jones m*********************
Johnson (..French ****Saauel McClary ***French i Hay «Elias Connell ***J I P Shenard «*Thoaas Sreag *fldaas ( Falres *John Sebo «*««««*
Clock MakersSeorge Cron I «»*««*Robert Sheraan *****Jonas Alrichs « « « « « « « «
Joseph Kinkead **********George Cron II ***********Thoaas Cron II * « « « « « » «
Jacob Alrichs ****Hilliaa Gillespy *
John Cron ***
John Chandiee ******miiimim i iiii
Zibâ Ferris5Jesse Clarke *Charles CanbyHillais B. Heaver *John Hatt, Jr. *Justis ( nason- *Benjamin S. Clarke * *
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HAP DATESKEY
Cabinet Makers8 1800 b9 1800 d10 180211 180412 180413 180514 180516 180719 180920 181021 181322 1813-1424 181428 181430 1814-3031 181532 1815 d33 181634 1820
35 1822-2639 183141 184143 184544 184545 184546 184547 184550 1845
Clock Makers1 17892 17933 17964 1796-005 17976 17977 1797-9915 180717 180718 180823 181425 181426 1814

TABLE C
WILMIN6T0N CLOCK AND CABINET MAKERS 

SHOP LOCATIONS AND MAP

ADDRESS ARTISAN

south corner High & Shipley Market St.corner High & ShipleyKino St. 6 doors above loner aarketnext door above Town Hall, Harket St.Harket St.lower end Harket St.corner Front t Shipley Sts.3rd St. few doors south of Harket St. corner 6th and Harket 99 £ 101 Harket St.9? £ 101 Harket St.Brandywine north side 207 Harket St.13 Shipley St.101 Harket St. corner Harket £ Hanover 116 Harket St.137 Harket St. corner Broad £ Harket corner Front £ Shipley 115 Harket St.Shipley St. 2nd door above Front St.113 Shipley between 4th 4 5th133 Harket St.corner Harket £ 6thbetween 8th & 9thShipley b 2nd £ 3rd

Ziba Ferris A & D Jefferis John Aiken JC Petherbridge Seo Hhitelock Aaor Jefferis Johnson £ French Ha. S. Jones Jaaes Johnson Dell Noblit Ha French French £ Hay Elias Conwell J & P Sheward Ha. 6. Jones Adans £ Faires Noblit & Sregg John Sheward Seo Hhitelock John Sebo Ha. S. Jones John Sebo Ha. 6. Jones Saa'l McClary,ir Dell Noblit ' John Noblit Haailton Noblit John Ferris

west side Harket St. Thoaas Crowin Main St. Thoaas Crownorth side lower aarket, 2 doors froa Harket St. Jonas Alrichsnorth side lower aarket, 2 doors froa Harket St. Jacob Alrichsnearly opposite the Acadeey John Chandleecorner Harket & 2nd Thoaas Crowcorner Harket I 2nd John Crowcorner Market & 2nd Sts. Seorge Jones5 High St. south side upper aarket Ziba FerrisHarket St. next to corner of 2nd £ lower aarket Jesse Clarke1 west side High St. Ziba FerrisNo 29 west side Harket St., 3rd door below 2nd Seorge Jones 52 Harket Hs B. Heaver
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TABLE C cont.

E7 1814 34 Harket St.
£9 1814-37 77 Market St.
36 1835-31 89 Market St.
37 1835-31 35 Harket St.
38 1838-45 33 Market
40 1840 95 Market St.
43 1841-45 95 Market St.
48 1845 87 Market St.
49 1845 corner Market
Note: b=before; d=dis5olved

corner End John Hatt, Jr.Charles Canby Ziba Ferris Seo Jones Charles Canby 6eo Jones Senj. S. Clarke Ziba Ferris& 4th Ziba Ferris
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Industrialization, 1814-1360’ tPh-D. diss., University of Delaware, 1987), 76.

R eproduced  with perm ission o f the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



5 8

TABLE D
ZIBA FERRIS ACCOUNTS, 1807-1848 

WATCH REPAIRS

NUMBER PERCENT
Austria 1 .04 XEngland 1934 BE XEurope 55 E.3 XFranca 1C1 4 XSeraanv a .08 XHolland 14 6 XIreland 89 3.8 XScotland 7 3 XSwitzerland 67 3.3 XUnited States 73 3 X
Boston 1 1.4 XCharleston 1 1.4 XLoell 1 1.4 XNewport a 3 XNew York n 15 XNorthshore i 1.4 XPhiladelphia 39 53 XHilaington 16 EE X
John Cron 1Ziba Ferris 13George Jones a

* It is iaportant is realize that this total say include aore than one repair on the saae Match but it Has iapossible to definitely detereine this.
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TABLE E
ZIBA FERRIS ACCOUNTS, 1807-1848 

CLOCK TERMINOLOGY

Tera Nuaber
8 day 77
Hoed 55
Yankee 18
£4 hour 13
Brass 9
Tiaepiece 3 day 8
£4 hour Mood 3
3 seek 3
8 dav Yankee £
Harble £
Mill £
8 day sood 1
£4 hour brass I
Hood alara 1
Hood Seraar. I
French I
Dutch 1
Dutch alara 1
Dutch striking 1
Alara i

x

Chasber 1
X

Fancy 1
Skeleton 1
Hatch clock 1
Total £0£
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TABLE F
21BA FERRIS ACCOUNTS 1807-1848 

CLOCK REPAIRS

Haker Nuaber
Hillard 10Eli Terry & Son EThoaas Crow 2Jerose & Darrah 1
Total 15
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TABLE G
2 IBA FERRIS ACCOUNTS, 1807-1848 

YEARLY ANALYSIS
R= REPAIRS HR=HATCH REPAIRS CR=CLOCK REPAIRS HP=HATCH PURCHASES

R
Phase I

X HR V
If CP. tfIt HP ¥If

1807 2 29 2 29 0 0 2 291808 2 6 17 52 2 6 7 21180? 2 3 29 48 2 3 14 231810 31 40 25 32 7 9 2 31811 3 28 3 28 0 0 0 01812 5 23 5 23 3 14 0 01813 0 0 3 30 0 0 1 101814 6 1? 25 25 3 3 0 01815 9 
Phase II

30 2 7 1 3 0 0

1814 35 28 34 27 3 2 9 71817 44 21 27 13 6 3 11 51818 34 16 52 25 10 5 13 61819 32 18 59 34 12 71 5 31820 19 17 37 34 8 7 3 31821 12 14 30 35 10 15 3 31822 18 20 33 36 3 3 1 11823 21 27 34 44 2 3 3 41824 32 24 37 28 4 3 3 21825 18 9 43 22 2 1 5 31326 25 12 63 31 5 2 5 0w1827 IS 12 43 28 12 8 14 91823 43 19 56 24 10 4 15 61829 33 14 87 36 15 7 16 71830 24 12 72 36 31 15 6 31831 9 6 64 40 7 4 24 151832 15 10 62 41 7 5 20 131833 14 5 55 21 15 6 31 121834 8 5 40 27 7 5 15 101835 15 11 36 26 5 4 14 101836 6 7 32 37 10 12 5 61837 6 5 34 29 7 6 71 61838 6 
Phase III

4 23 16 6 4 15 10

1839 l6 3 462 79 3B 6 17 31840 5 4 S3 70 13 10 4 31841 14 2.1 517 79 42 6 11 21842 2 «9 207 90 4 2 3 11843 0 0 161 88 12 7 1 .51844 19 2 627 80 35 4 21 31845 20 2 699 78 59 7 14 21846 21 3 554 67 50 6 16 21847 16 2 433 64 33 5 15 21843 18 3 478 66 39 5 15 2
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TABLE B cont. 

CP=CL0C1C PURCHASES «ISC=HISCELLANEQUS TRANSACTIONS

CP X HISC X TOTAL X OF NUMBER CAREERPhase I 1807 0 0 1 14 7 .071808 0 0 5 15 33 .341809 0 0 14 83 61 .631810 0 0 12 16 77 .891811 0 0 5 45 11 .111818 0 0 9 41 28 .231813 0 0 6 60 10 .101814 C 0 17 53 38 .331815 0 0 18 60 30 .31
Phase II 1814 " 8 2 44 35 187 1.31817 0 0 120 58 808 8.21818 8 1 97 47 8oe 2.21819 I .6 65 37 174 1.81880 0 0 43 40 110 1.11881 0 0 38 37 87 .901888 1 1 36 39 98 .961883 0 0 18 83 78 .811384 1 11 55 42 132 1.41885 0 0 138 66 800 8.11886 1 .4 104 5 203 2.11887 8 1 64 48 153 1.61888 3 1 106 46 833 8.41889 8 1 89 37 842 8.51830 9 4& 66 33 801 8.11831 1 .6 57 35 168 1.71838 1 .7 46 31 151 1.61333 3 I 147 56 865 8.81834 3 8 74 50 147 1.51335 0 0 70 50 140 1.51336 1 1 32 37 86 .901837 0 0 63 54 117 1.81833 4 iW 98 63 146 1.5
Phase III 1B3T 0 0 52 9 585 6.11840 10 .8 14 11 125 1.31841 7 1 61 9 658 6.81848 0 0 19 8 835 8.41843 0 0 9 5 183 1.91844 7 .9 76 10 785 8.11845 7 .8 103 11 908 9.41846 13 a 172 81 886 8.61847 4 .6 171 85 672 71848 11 8 168 82 783 7.5
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TABLE H
ZIBA FERRIS ACCOUNTS, 1 8 0 7 -1 8 A 8
ANNUAL TRANSACTIONS (PERCENTAGE)

1807 *1808 «1809 *«1810 *«*1811 *1812 «1813 *1814 «1815 «1816 «*««1817 **********
1818 HHftHH1819 «*»»*»
1880 *****1821 « »18SH ******
1823 « «1824 *******1825 «»»««*1826 ***********1887 « « « «1828 *************1829 **************
1830 **********1831 *********1832 H H H H18331834 *********
1835 ********
1836 ««*1837 ««*1838 ********1839 *******************************1840 ***«»
18411842 *************1843 «*«*h h
1845
18471848 ****************************************

* - gw* - «C.t
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TABLE I
ZIBA FERRIS ACCOUNTS, 1807-1848 

CAREER PHASES
R= Repairs HP= Hatch Purchase
HR= Hatch Repairs CP= Clock PurchaseCR= Clock Repairs Kisc.= Hiscellaneous Tra;
PHASE ITrans. Nuaber PercentPhase Average/Year PercentCareer
R 60 21 9 9
UR 111 39 12 2
CR IS 6 2 4
HP 26 9 9.5 7
CP 0 0 0 0
Hisc 87 21 9.6 3
Totals 283 31 3

PHASE IITrans. Nuaber PercentPhase Average/Year PercentCareer
R 487 13 21 72
UR 1053 29 46 20
CR 197 5 9 36
HP 243 7 10.5 63
CP 30 .8 1.3 37.5Hisc 1652 45 72 64
Totals 3662 159 38

PHASE IIITrans. Nuaber Percent Average/ Phase Year PercentCareer
R 131 2 13 19
UR 4226 74 423 78
CR 325 6 33 60
UP 117 2 12 30
CP 50 .8 5 62.5
Hisc 839 15 84 33
Totals 5688 569. 59.0
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TABLE J
ZIBA FERRIS ACCOUNTS, 1 8 0 7 - 1 8 4 8

MONTHLY TRANSACTIONS

Phase I
Month Nuaber Percent of Phase Total Percent of Total
1 39 12.3 4.2
2 24 7.5 3.3
3 16 5 2.3
4 24 7.5 3.8
5 14 4.4 2.1
6 40 12.6 5.9
7 10 3.1 1.4
3 23 7.2 3.2
9 27 3.5 3.4
10 26 8.2 3.1
11 31 9.7 3.9
12 44 13.8 4.6
Phase II
tenth Nuaber Percent of Phase Total Percent of Total
1 369 10.9 40
2 251 7.5 34.6
3 238 7.1 34.8
4 279 8.3 44.1
5 254 7.6 37.2
6 257 7.6 38.1
7 267 7.9 37
8 279 8.3 38.49 271 8.1 34.1
10 304 9 36.611 243 7.210.4 3Q.312 349 36.3
Phase III
Month Nuaber Percent of Phase Total Percent of Total
1 513 9.4 55.72 450 8.2 62.1
3 429 7.8 62.84 330 6 52.1
5 414 7.6 60.76 377 6.9 55.9
7 444 8.1 61.6
8 425 7.8 58.5
9 497 9.1 62.5
10 501 9.1 60.3
11 529 9.7 65.9
12 569 10.4 59.1
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TABLE K
ZIBA FERRIS ACCOUNTS, 1 8 0 7 - 1 8 4 8

SEASONAL TRANSACTIONS

Seasons Nuaber Percent
Phase IWinter 107 33.7
Spring 54 16.9Suaaer 73 22.9
Fall 84 26.4

Phase IIWinter 969 28.8
Spring 771 22.9
Suaaer 803 23.9
Fall 818 24.3

Phase IIIWinter 1532 27.9
Spring 1173 21.4Suaaer 1527 27.8
Fall 1246 22.7
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Figure 1 Jacob Alrichs tall case clock. This label is 
secured to the back of the works. (Private Collection)

R eproduced with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.
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Figure S Thomas Crow tall case clock. Detail, incised 
signature on works. (Figure (Private Collection)
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Figure 3 Seorge Crow tall case clock. Detail, label 
of Instructions. Courtesy Bernard & S. Dean Levy, 
Inc., New York.
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Figure 4- Tall Case Clock Construction (Eugene 
Landon, "Tall Case Clock: The Typical Eighteenth- 
century design", Fine Woodworking. (Newton, Conn.: 
The Taunton Press, Inc., 1981), 70.
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Figure 5 Bonnet Construction of Tall Case Clacks 
(Eugene Landon, "Tall Case Clock: The Typical 
Eighteenth—Century design," Fine Woodworking (Newton, 
Conn.: The Taunton Press, Inc., 1981), 69.
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Figure 6 Detail of seat board with additional holes.
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Figure 7 Diagram of Bonnet Frame Tenons
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Figure 8 Seorge Crow tall case clock (Private Col
lection)
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Figure 9 George Crow tall case clock. (Historical 
Society of Delaware). Courtesy, The Winterthur 
Library: Decorative Arts Photographic Collection.
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Figure 10 George Crow tall case clock. Detail of 
bonnet (Figure 9). (Historical Society of Delaware)
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Figure 12 Diagram of Bonnet Cross Sections
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Figure 13 George Crow tall case clock. Detail of 
waist facade. (Figure 9) (Historical Society of 
Delaware)
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Figure 14 George Whitelock tall case clock. (His
torical Society of" Delaware). Courtesy, The 
Winterthur Library: Decorative Arts Photographic 
Collection.
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Figure 15 George Whitelock tall case clock. Detail of 
label. (Figure 14) (Historical Society of Delaware)
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Figure 16 George Whitelock tall case clock. Detail of 
top of bonnet. (Figure 14) (Historical Society of 
Delaware)
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Figure 17 George Whitelock tall case clock. Detail 
of back of pediment box. (Figure 140 (Historical 
Society of Delaware)
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Figure 18 George Whitelock tall case clock. Detail 
of waist door. (Figure 14) (Historical Society of 
Delaware)
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Figure 19 Thomas Crow tall case clock. (Historical 
Society of Delaware)
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Figure SO Thomas Crow tall case clock. (Private 
Collection)
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Figure 21 Thomas Crow tall case clock. Detail of 
base corners. (Figure 20) (Private Collection)
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Figure ES Thomas Crow tall case clock. Detail of 
base corners. (Figure 19) (Historical Society of 
Delaware)
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Figure S3 Thomas Crow tall case clock. Detail of 
scroll supports. (Figure 19) (Historical Society of 
Delaware)
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Figure 24 Thomas Crow tall case clock. Detail of 
back of pediment box. (Figure 20) (Private Collec
tion)
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Figure 25 Thomas Crow tall case clock. Detail of 
back of pediment box. (Figure 19) (Historical Society 
of Delaware)
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Figure £6 Jonas Alrichs tall case clock (Private 
Collection)
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Figure E7 Jonas Alrichs tall case clock. Detail of 
waist corners (Figure £6) (Private Collection)
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Figure £8 Jonas Alrichs tall case clock. Detail of 
back of pediment box. (Figure £6) (Private Collec
tion)
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Figure 29 Jonas Alrichs tall case clock. Detail of 
top of bonnet (Figure 26) (Private Collection)
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Figure 30 Thomas Crow tall case clock. (Private 
Collection)
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Figure 31 Thomas Crow tall case clock. Detail of 
back of pediment box. (Figure 30) (Private Collec
tion)
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Figure 35 Thomas Crow tall case clock. Detail of 
bonnet top. (Figure 30) (Private Collection)
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Figure 33 Thomas Crow tall case clock (Salem County 
Historical Society)
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Figure 34- Thomas Crow tall case clock (Historical 
Society of Delaware) Courtesy, The Winterthur Li
brary: Decorative Arts Photographic Collection.

R eproduced with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



101

Figure 35 Thomas Crow tall case clock. Detail of 
waist door construction. (Figure 33) (Salem County 
Historical Society)
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Figure 36 Thomas Crow tall case clock. Detail of 
base. (Figure 34-) (Historical Society of Delaware)
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Figure 37 Thomas Crow tall case clock (Private 
Collection)
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Figure 38 Thomas Crow tall case clock (Private 
Collection)
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Figure 39 Thomas Crow tall case clock (Private 
Collection) Courtesy, The Winterthur Library: Deco
rative Arts Photographic Collection.
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Figure 40 Thomas Crow tall case clock (Private 
Collection) Courtesy, The Winterthur Library: Deco
rative Arts Photographic Collection.
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Figure 4-1 Thomas Crow tall case clock (Private 
Collection) Courtesy, The Winterthur Library: Deco
rative Arts Photographic Collection.
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Figure 4-E Thomas Crow tall case clock (Private 
Collection)
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Figure 4-3 Thomas Crow tall case clock. Detail of 
scrolls. (Figure 41) (Private Collection)
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Figure 44 Thomas Crow tall case clock. Detail of 
scrolls. (Figure 4£) (Private Collection)
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Figure 4-5 Thomas Crow tall case clock. Detail of 
quarter column and foot. (Figure 41) (Private 
Collection)
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Figure 4-6 Thomas Crow tall case clock. Detail of 
inlaid stringing and fans. (Figure 4£) (Private 
Collection)
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B IO G R A P H IE S  OF W ILMINGTON CLOCK AND WATCH MAKERS

JONAS ALRICHS (1759-1802) wc 1772-1797

Jonas Alrichs was born 22 March 1759 to Peter
Alrichs and Susanna Stidmann. His grandfather was one
of the original settlers of Wilmington.1 He married on

23 December 1790 to Susanna Canby with whom he had five 
£children. Alrichs died on October 23, 1802 at the age 

3of forty-three.

Alrichs's career as a clock and watch maker appat—  

ently spanned from 1772 until 1797. It is possible tha 

he was apprenticed to Thomas Crow; it is certain that h 
succeeded him at 2nd Street store when Crow moved to

OtMarket Street in 1772. However, the earliest known
advertisement occurs in 1789 when he was searching for
an apprentice.^ A later advertisement in 1796 reveals
that he was primarily a watch seller and repairer:^1

Jonas Alrichs begs leave to inform the public that 
he has just received from Liverpool, London,
Dublin and Geneva a variety of silver watches, 
steel & gilt chains, keys 8c seals etc. for

113
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watches, which he is determined to sell on the 
most reasonable terms, on the north side of the 
lower Market, two doors from Market Street, where 
he continues to carry on the clock & watchmaking 
business in all its various branches. NB A 
journeyman wanted.

This advertisement appeared at the end of Alrichs's
career. The next year he brought his nephew, Jacob
Alrichs, into partnership and then retired shortly 

7thereafter.

Alrichs's inventory, dated 1 February 1803, in
cluded some costly furnishings, indicative of his 
wealth. Silver plate weighing S3 1/S oz, three bedsteads 

and two suits of curtains were listed. His furniture was 
constructed primarily of walnut and mahogany and in

cluded large case pieces. Another status indicator was 
the unexpired servitude of a Negro girl. In addition 

his inventory listed some of the contents of his shop. 
"Shop furniture" and a "frame shop" were listed; the 

latter was probably a separate structure that served as 
his shop.

A clock engine, a wheel lathe, and a watch balance 
wheel engine suggest that Alrichs did at least partial 

fabrication of watch and clock works. The inclusion of 

these tools in Alrichs’s inventory also, suggests that
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he may have continued to work on a reduced scale until 

his death.

Alrichs supplemented his income with rental prop
erties, partnerships, and commercial enterprises. He 
advertised a house in 1795 and according to the 1798 and 
1804 Wilmington tax assessments he owned three rental

sproperties and a ground rental. An obituary notice
referred to Jonas Alrichs as a merchant and two known

9partnerships substantiate this statement. Alrichs was
involved in a partnership with Ford, a dry goods mei—

chant, in the late 1790s with whom he sold clover
seed.*^ In 1799 he commenced a partnership with

Jeremiah Woolston which continued until his death.**
Although it is likely that Alrichs and Woolston were

trading primarily dry goods merchandise, there is a

notation in Alrichs' administrative papers that chairs
ISwere shipped to the West Indies. This partnership

13purchased lumber in 1801. (See Appendix III for 
inventory)

JACOB ALRICHS (1775-1857) wc 1793-1800/1810

Jacob Alrichs was born 8 September 1775 to
14Sigfridus Alrichs and Rachel Colesberry. He married
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Lydia Cloud on 17 April 1799 and they had one son, Henry

S. Alrichs.15 Alrichs was an active participant in
Wilmington's government, serving as a commissioner for
the public ferry and other boats on the Christina Creek
in 1800, an Assistant Burgess of Wilmington in 1805, a
member of the Wilmington City Council from 1810 to 18S3,
a member of the State Senate in 1830, a property guard
for Reliance Fire Company in 18SS, a postmaster under

President Harrison, and a commissioner of the Wilmington
8t Susquehanna Railroad in 1835.^  He was also the first

vice-president of the Wilmington Board of Trade Associ- 
17ation in 1835. Alrichs died on October £7, 1857 at the

age of 83 years and is buried at Friends Burying 
18Brounds. Unfortunately, neither his will nor inven

tory is known to survive.

Jacob Alrichs began his career as a watch and clock

maker under the guidance of his uncle, Jonas Alrichs,
and inherited his business. He announced his entrance

19into the clock and watchmaking trade in 1797:
Jacob Alrichs Clock & Watch maker North side of 
the Lower Market, 3 doors from Market Street (in 
the shop formerly occupied by Jonas Alrichs and 
laterally by Jonas & Jacob Alrichs) Has received 
in addition to the stock before on hand, 8 DAY 
CLOCKS of first quality, SILVER WATCHES from 
London, Liverpool and Dublin, such as can be 
warranted, watch main springs, glasses, dials, 
gilt and steel chains, keys, seals &c & c . Those 
who continue to favor him with their custom, he
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flatters himself will received satisfaction. An 
apprentice wanted to the above business.

Eager to increase his business, Alrichs advertised that
he had added parlor and chamber clocks to his available

20merchandise by 1798:
Just Received and for Sale at the Most Reduced 
Prices by Jacob Alrichs At his shop north side of 
lower Market Street, an elegant assortment of 
plain 8. repeating Gold watches, Stop, second and 
plain silver, do Parlor and chamber clocks of the 
newest fashion. Gilt and steel chain, keys, seals 
& trinkets. Clocks 8t watches of all descriptions 
carefully repaired. Wilm. March 14, 1798.

Alrichs was apparently not satisfied with the

profits from clock and watchmaking. The last known
advertisement which identified him as a clock and watch

21maker appeared in 1800. He utilized his skills to
begin a career in the machine shop business which he
continued until his death. However, in the 1853 Direc—

22tory he is identified again as a watchmaker. His son, 

Henry S. Alrichs, was a watch and clock maker at this 
time and perhaps Alrichs became re-involved with the 

business.

Alrichs was involved in several machine shop
partnerships during the remainder of his active years.

With Samuel McClary, another Wilmington watch and clock

maker, he established a machine shop in 1810 under the
23name of Alrichs & McClary. He also formed a
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partnership with Isaac Dixon with whom he advertised a
24-spinning machine in 1811. By 1814 he was operating

his own machine shop, Jacob Alrichs & Co., while re-
25maining in business with Isaac Dixon. His firm, Jacob

Alrichs & Co., apparently fabricated a variety of large
scale machines, including the first fire engine for the
Delaware Fire Company in 1820. Jacob Alrichs & Co. also

£6sold a patent straw cutter. Alrichs continued in the
27machine making business until at least 1850. Alrichs

is known to have trained Elijah Hollingsworth and Samuel
£8N. Pusey as apprentices.

Alrichs apparently did not establish his machine
shop at the site of his previous watch and clock making
business. In fact, the Wilmington tax lists of 1798 and

291804 assess him only for personal taxes. However, he

may have made structural improvements to a property with
30twenty-five feet of white pine he purchased m  1801.

An advertisement in 1807 suggests that his firm, Alrichs

& Dixon, rented their shop, "To let...large 3 story

brick home Market Street, 5 doors above High opposite
Bank of Delaware - Apply to Jacob Alrichs on premises or

31Isaac Dixson near Academy. Joshua Jackson."
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In 1813 Alrichs bought the property occupied by the
32machine shop. The 1816 tax assessment of the firm 

Alrichs & Dixon was assessed for one house in Wilmington 

on ground rent to the Bank of Delaware. Alrichs’s 
prosperity is reflected in the 1816 tax list in which he 
was assessed for 50 oz of plate and three rental prop

erties. He may have rented property to Charles Canby, a 
Wilmington clock and watch maker, since Alrichs was

33assessed for a house and lot in tenure of C. Canby. 

CHARLES CANBY (1792-1883) wc 1814-1852

Charles Canby was born in Philadelphia in 1792 to
34Thomas Canby and Catherine (Harlan) Canby. He married

35Ann Richards on 11 November 1821. He died 13 January
361883 and was buried at Friends Burying Ground.

Canby had his own clock and watch making business 
37by 1814. His first known advertisement appeared in

1816 and reveals that he primarily sold imported watch-
38es, with clocks added as a footnote:

WATCHES, Clock and watchmaker No. 77 Market St. 
and 4th dr below the post office respectfully 
informs his friends and the public that he has 
just received a large and elegant assortment of 
watches which he will warrant and sell on the most 
reasonable terms... amongst which are gold and 
silver patent lever watches, plain gold do, 
repeaters and ladies small fancy do, plain silver
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English do plan and fancy French do of various 
descriptions and qualities. Also a new and 
general assortment of gold and gilt chains, seals, 
keys etc. of the newest fashions. NB Clocks and a 
general assortment of articles in his line.

Canby was apparently not only a retailer but a whole
saler as well. He stated that he, "has received and has 
on hand a large assortment of watches of various de
scriptions to suit both traders and persons who wish

39them for real service." Although, he advertised
watches almost exclusively, in 182S he offered, “a few 8
day time pieces which come low, are neat and ornamental
and keep time equivalent to 8 day clocks of which he

40intends keeping a constant supply." He expanded his 

merchandise in 1845 to include, "gold and silver pen

cils, Gold Diamond Pointed pens, silver knives etc. 

etc., brass clocks very low and warranted good," as well

as watches "sold low and warranted to preform to satis-
41faction or taken back and the money returned."

Canby relocated his shop several times during his
career. His first known shop address was 77 Market

Street, formerly occupied by Jacob Alrichs, where he
42remained from 1814 until 1827. According to the 1816

tax list, Canby was renting property from both Jacob
43Alrichs and Thomas Crow. During this period he may 

have been involved in a partnership in West Chester. An
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advertisement appeared in a West Chester newspaper in 

441819:
Clock and Watch Making. Canby and Nielson, respect
fully inform the public that they may have commenced 
the Clock and Watch Making business in West Chester; 
where they intend keeping a General Assortment of 
articles in their line— such as Clocks and Watches, 
Chains, Seals, Keys, Glasses etc. etc. Particular 
attention will be paid to repairing all kinds of Clocks 
and Watches.

Canby does not appear in the 18S0 or 18S1 West Chester
tax lists indicating that he may have been an absentee

partner. He relocated to 83 Market Street by 18S8 and
4-5continued there until at least 184-5. He was probably

located at 311 Market Street in 18S7; he sold this
property to George Elliott, one of his apprentices in

1 8 5 2 . By 1850 Canby owned real estate valued at 
4-7$35,000.

Canby is reputed to have had the following indi

viduals as apprentices: Jacob (John?) F. Robinson, P.
Sheward Johnson, Thomas Dawson, Thomas Conlyn, John A.

48Rankin and George Elliot. However, the only documen
tation is for George Elliot, who was a member of Canby's

49household in 1850.
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JOHN CHANDLEE (1757-1813) wc 1797-1810

John Chandlee, the son of Benjamin and Sarah 

Cottey, was born 11 July 1757. His father was a 
clockmaker in Nottingham, Maryland who moved to 
Wilmington in 1741. He was married in 1749 to Mary 

Follwell, the daughter of Wilmington goldsmith, Edward 
Follwell. Chandlee died IS May 1 8 1 3 . ^

The only known advertisement for Chandlee appeared

in 1797 and indicates that he was primarily a painter
Watch maker and limner at his new store, nearly 
opposite the Academy. Presents his compliments to 
the Ladies and Bentlemen of Wilmington and offers 
to them the most masterly Likenesses, painted in 
miniature, drawn by a new method of his own 
invention. From his attention and study to that 
branch, he flatters himself he can give positive 
likenesses superior to any done by the common 
method of Limners. His price is $E4, 1/S to be 
paid at the first sitting, the remainder on 
delivery of the picture, elegant and striking 
likenesses will also be preformed by him, by the 
common method, for $1S, 1/S to be paid at the 
first sitting and the remainder as above...

Hairwork executed in any device, in the 
neatest manner...

Watches carefully cleaned and repaired, with 
dispatch and punctuality...

Chandlee had left the Wilmington area by 1804 and

relocated to Maryland. He was assessed a personal tax

in 1798 but was not included in the 1804 tax assess- 
55ment. His last known action in Wilmington occurred in

R eproduced with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



1 E 3

5 3180E when he purchased 109 feet of white pine. He 
offered a farm for sale in Nottingham, Maryland in 
1810.

BENJAMIN S. CLARKE (1817-1888) wc 1841-1845

Benjamin S. Clark married Adaline Rice. He died 8 

January 1888 and was buried in the Wilmington and 
Brandywine C e m e t e r y . ^  His work as a clock and watch 
maker is known only through advertisements which ap
peared in the 1840s. His only known shop address was 95 

Market Street, where he remained at least from 1841 to 

1845.

56His first advertisement appeared in 1841:
Benjamin S. Clark No. 95 Market Street has con
stantly on hand and for sale an extensive assort
ment of Gold and Silver Patent Watches, breast 
pins, finger rings, gold and silver pencil cases, 
gold and silver and steel spectacles. Also, a 
good assortment of 30 hour brass and wooden clocks 
at Philadelphia prices.

Clarke's mention that his prices are competitive with

Philadelphia is not surprising considering the proximity

of the two towns and the ease with which Wilmingtonians
could order merchandise from Philadelphia. Another

advertisement which appeared in the same year states,

"Cheap clocks...has received a lot of brass and wooden
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clocks. B. S. Clarke. Market NB All kinds of clocks,
57watches, music boxes and sea compasses repaired."

Clarke's advertisement in 1845 states that he had

expanded his clock and watch making establishment to
include jewelry:^®

Clocks and Watches Keep it before the people That the 
subscriber still continues to keep on hand and for sale 
a large and splendid assortment of gold and silver 
patent levers, gold and silver lepines and plain, 
English and French Watches at prices to suit the times 
and all warranted to keep correct time. Spectacles to 
suit all ages. Also silver thimbles, breast pins, gold 
and silver pencils, finger rings, card cases, bracelets 
and jewelry of every description, exceedingly cheap. 
Purchasers are particularly invited to call and see for 
themselves at Benj. S. Clark's No. 95 Market Street 
above Fourth. N.B. All kinds of Clocks, Watches and 
jewelry repaired in best manner.

JESSE CLARKE wc 1808-1810

Jesse Clarke is only known through an advertisement 

that appeared in a local newspaper in 1808 announcing
59his entrance into the watch and clock making business:

Jesse Clarke, Clock & Watchmaker, respectfully 
informs his friends and the public in general, 
that he has commenced business in Market Street 
next door to the corner of 2nd and nearly opposite 
the lower market, where he intends carrying on the 
above business in all its various branches. N.B.
A handsome assortment of jewelry, watches, chains, 
seals, keys, glasses etc.

Clarke apparently only remained in Wilmington until 1810
when he removed to Philadelphia.^
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GEORGE I, GEORGE II, THOMAS II & JOHN CROW

The Crow family of Wilmington included a number of
clock and watch makers. This has led to some apparent
confusion by previous researchers. It appears that
there were actually two George Crows active in the clock
and watch making business. George Crow I and his
brother William Crow are the earliest known Crows to be

watch and clock makers.61 William Crow worked in Salem,
62New Jersey until his death in 1758. George Crow I,

named in his brother's intestate papers of 1758 as

living in Wilmington, continued to work until his own
63death circa 176E. The second George Crow, who was

64-probably the son of George Crow I, died in 1789. Two 

of George Crow II's five sons, John and Thomas, are 

known to have continued in their father's profession.

GEORGE CROW I <c. 17E5-176E) wc 1746-176E
George Crow I was among the earliest clock and 

watch makers in Wilmington. He was probably the son of 

Edith Songhurst of Salem Town, New Jersey. At her death 
in 174^, her daughter Mary and a friend Benjamin Acton 
were named guardians to her under aged sons George and 

William.6^ George Crow I of Wilmington was named 
administrator of his brother William's estate in 1758 by
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6 6the widow, Susannah Crow. George Crow I married Mary
67Gaudouct in August of 1746. Since he would have been

at least SI when he married, Crow would have been born
by at least 17S5. He was listed in an account of bonds
belonging to Christina Church on E6 March 1753 for SO 

ARL. The only reference to George Crow I's profession
is an advertisement in 175S, "Runaway August 19 from
George Crow of Wilmington an English Servant man, Henry
Bimpson, a clockmaker by trade...had on...a weather

69beaten wig...George Crow.” His inventory, dated 176S,
3.

reveals that clock cases were fabricated on the premis

es. The shop contained finished and unfinished clock 
cases, joiners tools, a set of clock and watch maker 

tools & bellows, melting pots, a quantity of brass and 

copper, a pair of scales & steel yards, mahogany boards, 
and a watch arrisstas scales. Although, his will has 
not survived, it is evident that he died while still 

actively practicing his trade.

George Crow I was relatively active in Wilmington 
affairs having served as High Constable in 1746 and

70Burgess of Wilmington from 1755 to 1756 and in 1758.

He was also a landowner. According to a 1761 deed, he

bought a house and lot on the west side of Walnut Street
71just above Spring Alley. At the time of his death he
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owned property at 3rd and King Streets and a large lot

at the northwest corner of 10th and Market Streets.

This property was divided by a deed of partition among
his widow and four children: Thomas (Thomas Crow I),
George, jr. (George Crow II), Sarah (married William

72Nash) and Mary (married Samuel Goodman). (See Appendix 

III for inventory)

GEORGE CROW II (1740s/50s-1789) wc 1789

George Crow II is probably the son of George Crow I
and Mary Gaudouct and was most likely born in the late
174-Os/early 1750s. Like his father, George Crow II
married a woman named Mary; however, the identity of his

wife has not yet been discovered. The couple had five
sons: John, George (George Crow III), Robert, Samuel and

73Thomas (Thomas Crow II); and a daughter Mary McGinnes.

In February 1789, a George Crow of Dover advertised
74himself as a clock and watch maker:

Crow George, Clock and watch maker, Dover Takes 
this method of informing the Public, and his 
Friends in particular, that he has removed his 
shop nearly opposite Nehemiah Tilton Esq. where 
he continues to carry on the Clock and Watch 
Making in its several branches— Those who are 
pleased to favor him with their custom, may be 
supplied with clocks with or without cases, as low 
as can be imported from Europe— Also may be had at 
said shop all kinds of Silver Work. N.B. The 
highest price given for Brass and Copper.
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Since no further advertisements for a George Crow 
clockmaker appear after 1789, George Crow II was proba

bly the last clockmaker of this name. George Crow II's 

will, written in November 1783, states his residence as
St. George's Hundred, which suggests that he was no

75longer active as a clock and watch maker. His will 

states that he had already given his two sons John and 
George funds presumably to help establish them in their 

occupations. His inventory, dated 4 November 1789, 
lacks any mention of clock and watch making tools and 
equipment proves that he had retired by the time of his 
death. He was apparently a gentleman farmer, with a

r'
farm and two tracts of land in St. George's Hundred, six 

slaves, forty sheep, fifteen cattle, fifteen horses, a 
bull, thirty pigs, flax, wheat, rye and corn. (See 

Appendix III for inventory)

JOHN CROW wc 1797

John Crow was the son of George Crow II and Mary. 

In the latter part of the 1790s, Crow's involvement in 

local affairs was quite extensive. In 1809 he was one 
of the commissioners to rent the Newport Ferry in New 

Castle, in 1796 he was Secretary Board of Trustees of 

New Castle County Poor House, from 1795-1796 he was
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Secretary of the Patriotic Society and in 1797 he was
76re-elected to the Sheriff’s Office.

Crow advertised his trade in 1797, "Clock and watch
maker announces a great variety of jewelled high wheel
and plain watches for sale at wholesale and retail at

77corner of Market and End Streets." In 1799 Crow seems
to have expanded his business to include dry goods and

. 78jewelry:
Wholesale. The subscriber now offers the follow
ing DRY 600DS for sale by the package or single 
piece, which he has just received by the ship 
Stockport from Liverpool viz: Calicos, chintz,
curtains, pocket handkerchiefs, book muslins, muff 
nets, jeans, dimities, fustians, velvasetts, 
tapes, superfine cloths, karsimers, silk, twill, 
cotton stockings, bindings, pins, needles threads 
etc. A few boxes of Irish linens, suitable for 
the West India Market or home use, which he would 
barter for prime coffee if applied to immediately, 
elegant japanned tea-waiters, silver plated, quart 
and pint mugs, plated tea spoons, gold and silver 
watches of superior quality. Also 50 crates of 
Queensware assorted. June 19, 1799.

Crow was involved in other business ventures. For

example, in 1795 he advertised for stone needed for a

wharf, in 1796 he advertised for ditch diggers as
manager of a Marsh, and in 1807 he presented a will to

79the Delaware Assembly. John Crow was probably im
proving some property when he purchased 157 feet of pine 

and sixty-nine feet of cedar boards between 1801 and
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THOMAS CROW I I  wc 1 7 8 S - 1 8 1 6 / 2 4

Thomas Crow II was probably the son of George Crow
II. He is reputed to have been the eldest son of George
and probably apprenticed with his father. He and his
wife Isabella had two daughters, Elizabeth Ogden and Ann 

81Haslett. He was relatively active in Wilmington 
affairs having served as town clerk in 1771, an assis
tant burgess from 1778 to 1780, a borough assessor from 
1784 to 178S and a member of the Spring Water Company in 

1803.82

Thomas Crow II's first known advertisement appeared

in 178E and records his activities as a clock and watch
83maker and as a retail and wholesale merchant:

Thomas Crow, Clock and Watchmaker in Wilmington,
New Castle County, hath for sale, Watch Springs by 
the dozen or smaller quantity. He puts springs in 
watches at twelve shillings each, the former 
price, and warrants them good for one year. 
Clockmakers may be supplied with large Springs for 
Table or Musical Clocks of any size.

In 1793 and 1794, Thomas Crow II advertised that he'

could fabricate cast mill brasses and brass boxes for
8*+paper and grist mills.

Thomas Crow II may have had several shop locations. 
His shop was noted in Thomas Patterson's advertisement
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in 1789, "Thomas Patterson on the west side of" Market
Street, next door above Mr. Thomas Crow <clock and
watchmaker) has for sale: window and clock glass of

85every size from £6 inches by £0 to 9 inches by 7." He
had apparently moved by 1791 when, "William Wood,
coppersmith and tin plate maker moved to house lately

86occupied by Thomas Crow." An advertisement, which 

appeared in 1797, suggests that Thomas Crow II may have 

moved again causing confusion among his customers and 

that his son was involved in the business, "Watches _0HN 

Crow, Clock and Watchmaker ...at his shop corner of 

Market and £nd Streets...It is presumed Thomas Crows
shop is so noted that it may be found without further

,.87 caution."

Crow was assessed for two lots and houses in the 
88tax list of 1798. Crow may have been improving one of

these buildings from 1801 through 1803, when he pui—
chased 766 feet of white pine, 198 feet lath, fifty
dried shingles, thirty rails, and seven posts. Crow

did not further increase his real estate holdings
90according to the 1804 tax assessment.

Crow had apparently removed to West Chester by 

1808, where he remained until 1817. He is listed in the
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1808 and 1809 West Chester tax records as a property 

91owner. In addition, a bill for a clock and case that
92he sold James McClure states:

West Chester, April 2, 1810/ Thomas Crow for James 
McClure/To Isaac Weaver Dr./To walnut clock case 
$20/To glass for do 1/CtotalJ $21/Received April 
5th 1810 of James McClure the above sum of Twenty 
one dollars for the case and glass and also Forty 
dollars more for the clock in full of all demands.
P me Thomas Crow.

Crow continued to operate his business in West Chester

according to an advertisement that appeared in 1817,

"Clocks and Watches, made, sold and repaired by Thomas
Crow, West Chester, in the house of Jonathan Cause. NB

93Country orders executed, such as clacks cleaned &c."

Thomas Crow II may have been dead by 1816 according

to the the tax records which listed an assessment for
94the "Thomas Crow Estate." Only his administrative 

papers, dated 1824, have survived. These suggest that 

Crow had rather severe financial difficulties at the 
time of his death. For example, the executors stated 

that "no goods or chattels or any kind of personal 
property of the deceased ever came to his hands posses

sion or knowledge whereby an inventory or appraisement 

could be made" However, Crow apparently did own some 

real estate which the administrator, John Sellers, sold 

"by virtue of an order of the Orphans Court to wit all

R eproduced with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



1 3 3

that messuage and tract of land situated in Brandywine 
Hundred, on the road leading from Wilmington to Phila
delphia... containing about 5 acres" Crow's estate 

settled a lawsuit with the Bank of Delaware in August
1834 by paying Joseph Barley, President of Bank of

95Delaware a judgement of $734.84."

21BA FERRIS (1786-1876) wc 1807-1866

Ziba Ferris was born on 35 December 1786 to Ziba
and Edith (Sharpless) Ferris on 3rd and Shipley Streets

in Wilmington. His family was descended from the early
settlers of Wilmington and were active Friends. His

father, a cabinet maker, died in the 1790s before Ferris

had begun his training. Ferris married Elizabeth Megear
in 1816. They had eight children, William, Elizabeth,

Mary, Edward, Phoebe, Ziba jr., Francis, and Thomas.

Ferris continued to reside at his 3rd and Shipley Street

residence until he removed to his house Clifton near
96Wilmington in 1857. He died in 1876 at the age of 90 

97years.
During his long life, he was involved in local 

affairs serving as Secretary of the Wilmington Spring 

Water Company in 1809, Borough Council member in 1811 

and 1816, Treasurer of New Castle County between 1841
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and 1843, and an active member of the Reliance Fire

Company between 18S4 and 1844. He was also elected a
Commissioner for the School District in 1830, a curator

of the Delaware Academy of Natural Sciences in 1830, a
member of the Union National Bank of Wilmington from
1847 to 1858, a member of the Wilmington Savings Fund in
1832, and a member of the Agricultural Society of New

99Castle County in 1843. In 1826, he was elected
regulator of the town clock winning an election over
fellow clockmaker 6eorge Jones by twelve votes to 

100two.

Ferris appeared in the 1820 census as the head of 

the household.101 In 1840 census the Ferris household 
included members of his family, with an additional male 
aged twenty to thirty who was probably an apprentice or 

journeyman. In addition, it was noted that two indi

viduals were involved in manufacturing and trade. 
Unfortunately, the identification of this man is still a 
mystery. However, he could not be Ferris's son, Ziba
Jr., since he would have only been aged eleven at this 

102time. The 1850 census is far more revealing, indi

cating that Ferris considered himself a silversmith and 

owned real property valued at $8,000. Two other sil
versmiths were living with Ferris, his twenty-one year
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1 0 3old son, Ziba Jr., and Neal Doucherty. A. Meager
was also listed as a member of this household. Accord
ing to Ferris's will dated 1875, Alter Meager was his 

104"adopted son." It appears that Thomas J. Megear's
mother, Phoebe Megear, boarded with Ziba Ferris; perhaps

105Alter Meager was her grandson. Ferris received his 
training as a clock and watchmaker from his older 

brother Benjamin C. Ferris, a Philadelphia 

clockmaker. Ferris announced his entrance into the
clock and watchmaking trade in a local newspaper in 1807
j. ^ , 107at the age of twenty-one:

Clock and Watchmaker, informs his friends and the 
public that he has commenced business at No. 5 
High Street south side of upper Market adjoining 
Herdman's tavern has for sale a handsome assort
ment of warranted clocks, watches, time pieces, 
chains, seals and keys...clocks and watches 
carefully repaired.

This announcement coincides with the beginning of his 

account books. Although he did not advertise exten
sively during his career, a few advertisements appear in 
local newspapers and city directories. In 1817, Ferris' 

shop was robbed and he offered a reward for the stolen
w 1 0 8merchandise:

The shop of the subscriber was broken open on the 
night of the 6th instant and had taken from it a 
quantity of gilt goods consisting of watch chains, 
seals 8c keys together with the show case in which 
they were deposited also some finished French
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Verges, key, pipes, chain hooks and a number of 
silver cases, some show watches, giggers, seaming 
and stubbing files, one time piece without a case 
and some silver keys. Any person giving informa
tion to the said goods shall be received may have 
a reward of 25 dollars.

This advertisement reveals that Ferris sold a variety of
items besides watches and clocks. The mention of "show
watches" suggests that Ferris had a case of sample

merchandise to show potential customers. In addition,
the mention of "one timepiece without a case" indicates
that Ferris's customers would purchase clock works for

their own cases or for a case which Ferris would order

from a cabinet maker for them. In March 1821, he
advertised, "an excellent assortment of gold and silver

watches, chains, seals & keys" and added "NB an appren-
109tice wanted apply as above." Ferris is listed as a

watchmaker in various local papers between 1825 and 1828
110and again in 1831.

Ferris's status as a landowner and an active clock 
and watchmaker is affirmed by advertisements, tax lists 

and probate documents. The 1816 Wilmington tax list 
assessed him for "1 house and lot occupied as a watch

maker shop valued at $1250." In addition, he owned two 

rental houses and a meadow.*** The small amount of 

livestock he owned indicates that he was primarily a
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tradesman rather than a farmer. Ferris advertised two
properties for rent in 1811, a property for sale in 1816

112and two properties for rent in 1821. The 1826 tax
valuation list did not include such detailed infor

mation; it indicated only that Ferris was assessed a
"General Tax of 300 dollars, Water tax on houses 1.00

113dollar and Water taxes on families 3.50 dollars."

Ferris's will and inventory, dated 1875, reveal

that he had already given up his business at the time of
his death. His estate totalled $9,764- and included one
clock valued at $30.00 and a gold watch valued at

114-$100.00 but no tools or shop equipment. Ferris
bequeathed to his wife Eliza "all the Furniture and 
household effects, linen, plate and plated ware, pic
tures, books, engravings, statuary, horses and carriag
es, clothing, trinkets, jewelry, articles of vertu and
ornament, to me belonging principally now situated at 

115"Clifton." There is no bequest to his son Ziba, Jr.
so it is assumed that he had transferred the shop and 

business to him earlier. This supposition is supported 

by the evidence in the newspaper advertisements. There 

was also no legacy for his son, Edward who had already 

received help from his father in establishing a busi

ness, "The apparent discrimination against my son Edward
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arises from no difference in my love for him, but from

consideration of the differing necessities of my sons,
and of my having helped Edward heretofore, in business 

. . 1 1 6matters.

Ferris changed his shop location several times
during his career. His addresses from 1807 to 1814 were
"5 High Street south side upper Market," "south side

upper Market," and "1 West side High Street."**^ These
may have been the same address. His address was 89

118Market from 1825 through 1831. His shop was at 87

Market in 1845, a property which he had advertised for 
119rent in 1821. All of these locations were quite

close to the active trading center of town.

Ferris's transactions as a watch and clock maker
are recorded in two day books and two account books

which span the years 1807 through 1850. These have been

discussed in detail in Chapter III. Ferris's business
did continue beyond the dates of the account books. In
1853, he included his son Ziba Ferris, Jr. into his

firm, renaming it Ziba Ferris 8. Son. This venture was
120advertised in the 1853 Directory:
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WATCHES, CLOCKS, JEWELRY/AND SILVER WARE./ZIBA 
FERRIS & SON,/ CORNER OF FOURTH AND MARKET 
STREETS./Have on hand the largest and best as
sortment/ of Watches, Clocks, Jewelry and Silver 
Ware/ to be found in the city, which will be 
disposed/ of on the most accommodating terms.
Gold/ Patent Levers of M. J. Tobias, Johnson,
Robinson and/ Sewall's make. Gold Chains, Breast 
Pins, Earrings of/ new styles, Gold Pens,
Fingei— rings, 8cC. 8<c./ A large assortment of 
beautiful Silver Ware of various patterns, 
Elizabethan, Gothic, Tuscan, Threaded and Plain,/ 
consisting of Table, Tea, Salt and Mustard Spoons, 
Oyster and Soup Ladles, Sugar Spoons, Pickel 
Knives and/ Forks, 8cC. 8cC./Agency for Adam William 
Rapp's Niche Gold Pens,/ the best article ever 
offered to the public./ Watches and Clocks care
fully repaired and warranted.

This joint venture apparently lasted until 1866, when
121Ziba jr. established his own business. By 1857, Ziba

Ferris Sr. had moved to Clifton, his home on the out

skirts of Wilmington, so he was probably not as involved
122in the business by that time. (See Appendix III for 

inventory)

WILLIAM GELESPY wc 1797

William Gelespy is only known through a 1797

listing in the administrative papers of George Crow II
123which identified him as a clockmaker.
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GEORGE JONES <1784-1867) wc 1807-1835

George Jones was born on 1 March 1784 to Theophilus
124and Mary CEccles) Jones. Theophilus Jones was an

Irish born cabinet maker who settled in Wilmington in
1251775. George Jones married twice, to Jane Ochiltree

<d. 1821) on 2 February 1811 and she died in 1821 and to
Mrs. Anna Maria Alexander McMullen on 21 November

1261823. Jones served as attending Manager of the
Wilmington Savings Fund Society in 1835, president of 

Delaware Fire Insurance Company, member of Wilmington 
city council from 1819 to 1823, Director of the Bank of 
Wilmington 8c Brandywine, and an elder of Hanover Pres

byterian Church for fifty years. He organized the
127Wilmington Savings Fund Society in 1832. His admin

istrative papers indicate that he was serving as Direc
tor of the Wilmington Turnpike Company and President of

the Delaware Fire Insurance Company at the time of his 
128death. He died 15 August 1867 at the age of 85 and

was buried in the Wilmington and Brandywine Presbyterian 
129cemetery.

Jones may have been an apprentice of Thomas 
130Crow. The earliest known professional references to

George Jones are several advertisements placed in local
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newspapers in November 1807, "Wanted an apprentice to 
the clock and watch making business, a boy from 15 to 16 
years of age, of respectable connections. For partic
ulars apply to the subscriber, corner of Market and 2nd

131Streets, Wilmington, George Jones." Jones may have
expanded his business by 1823 when George Jones & Co.

132was listed as a retailer of foreign goods.

Jones had several shop locations during his career.
In 1807, his business was located at the corner of

133Market and 2nd Streets. In 1814, he announced a
1 ' 4. 1 4. -removal to a new location:

George Jones Clock & Watchmaker, Wilmington, 
Respectfully informs his friends & the public that 
he has removed his shop to No. 29 West side of 
Market Street Third door below Second. Where he 
intends carrying on the above business. He feels 
grateful for past favors and solicits a further 
share of patronage. NB Warranted clocks & watches 
for sale.

By 1825, his address was 25 Market Street where he
135remained until 1831. Jones supplemented his watch

and clockmaking business in 1833 by advertising den
tistry services, "The subscriber, as usual attends to 

the various branches of setting, filling, plugging and
cleaning teeth. He also keeps a good assortment of 

136teeth brushes." However, by 1835 he had changed his
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occupation solely to that of a dentist, a profession
137which he continued until at at least 1840.

Jones may have been improving property in 1801 when
he purchased 5053 feet of white pine, twenty three feet

138oak scantling, and fourteen feet poplar scantling.
He was a substantial property owner by 1816, with three

rented houses, one rented lot, a building lot and three
139acres of meadow. He increased his holdings when he

bought a lot at 407 Market Street from Thomas C. Alrichs
140on 8 April 1836. At the time of his death his resi-

141dence was at 711 French Street.

Jones's will and inventory include a substantial
amount of real estate and stocks. His farm land in Kent
County, brick houses at 602 and 604 Market Street, a

small house on 7th Street and a house at 270 Market
142Street he left to his children and grandchildren.

However, only minimal farm equipment, livestock and
143furnishings are listed in his inventory. (See Appen

dix III for inventory)
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AARON JUSTIS & BARRETT NASON wc 1815

These clock makers are only known by a advertise

ment that announced the dissolution of their partnership
in 1815. They were apparently retailers of imported

144-watches and clocks:
Distribution of property-for sale in shares 
1 double case gold patent watch $180 
1 elegant French mantle time piece $150 
1 double case gold watch English capped 

& jeweled $160 
1 gold horizontal French watch $100 
1 silver patent lever Roskill watch $80 
1 gold English hunting watch $85 
5 silver English watches $140 
1 Rich pearl set ladies gold watch $65
1 Gold watch French capped $65
1 Gold watch French capped $55
1 Gold watch French capped $50
1 silver watch horizontal and capped $60 
1 elegant French marble timepiece $1£0 
1 small horizontal gold watch $30 
S silver English watches capped $60 
10 silver English watches capped $1£0 
1 silver English hunting watch $£5 
lots of keys 8c chains

M.E. LUFF

W.E. Luff, watchmaker, purchased lumber from
145Wilmington lumber merchant, John Donaldson in 1801.
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SAMUEL MCCLARY (1788-1859) wc 1810

Samuel McClary, born in 1788, was the son of John
and Mary (Wallace) McClary. Samuel McClary and his
wife Susan had two sons Thomas and Samuel, a cabinet

147maker and undertaker. He was the Director of the
lagBank of Wilmington and Brandywine for many years. He

died 24 August 1859 and was buried in Cemetery of the
149Hanover Street Presbyterian Church Cemetery.

McClary may have learned the watch and clock making 

trade with Thomas Crow II. However, he had abandoned

this occupation by 1810 when he formed a partnership 
with Jacob Alrichs to establish the first machine shop 
in D e l a w a r e . M c C l a r y  was listed in the 1814 
Wilmington directory as a machine maker located at the

152corner of High and Front Streets. The tax assessment 

of 1816 levied McClary a personal tax of $150, an
153indication that he was probably not a land owner. In

1827, he formed another partnership with Charles Bush,
154with whom he built a steam engine. This firm may

have been dissolved by 1835 when they sold property on 
the corner of Orange and King Streets "on which is 
erected a substantial Brick Machine Shop, two frame
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smith shops and a stone carpenter shop...also a steam 

engine. McClary was still active in this occupation
in 1845, when he was listed as a machinist on 7th Street
- -uu. -4. * 156in the city directory.

McClary's will and inventory of 1849 included only
personal property, which suggests that he had retired by

157the time of his death. (See Appendix III for inven
tory)

ROBERT SHERMAN wc 1768-1772

Robert Sherman may have been a clock and watchmaker
in Wilmington as early as 1768, when he was recorded as

15Sa property owner with three lots in the town. He
relocated to Lower Chichester Township by 1772, however,

159and resided in Philadelphia by 1799.
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JOHN WATT, JR wc 1 8 1 4

John Watt Jr.'s profession is only known by his
listing in the 1814 Directory, which describes him as a
clockmaker located at 34 Market S t r e e t . T w o  earlier
references, for the purchase of 115 feet of pine boards

in 180S and a personal tax assessment in 1804, do not
161mention his occupation.

WILLIAM B. WEAVER wc 1814

According to the Wilmington directory, William B. 

Weaver, clock and watch maker, was living at 5S Market 
Street in 1814.
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WILMINGTON CABINETMAKER B IO G R A P H IE S

ADAMS & FA IR E S wc 1 8 1 5

Adams 8e Faires are only known by an 1815 advei—
tisement announcing that they continue to carry on the,
"Cabinet, Windsor and fancy chair making...at the stand
formerly occupied by D. French, lately deceased No. 101
Market Street."* D. French was probably David -French,

2who was in partnership with Joseph Way in 1813.

JOHN AIKEN wc 1808

John Aiken apparently was a Philadelphia cabinet

maker who came to Wilmington to escape the yellow fever
3epidemic. He advertised:

Cabinet Work. The subscriber having left Phila
delphia, during the present pestilence, begs leave 
to acquaint his friends and the public in general, 
that he has commenced his manufactury of 
cabinetware at the corner of High and Shipley 
streets, where ladies and gentlemen may have their 
houses furnished in whole or in part, in a few 
weeks. Orders for any piece of cabinet work 
finished either in a plain manner or handsomely

14-7
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inlaid according to the newest fashions, will be 
thankfully received.

He was born in Scotland and came to Philadelphia at
4the time of the Revolution. He had a partnership with 

William Cocks and they advertised as Cocks & Co.,

Cabinet Makers and Upholsterers at corner of 6th and 
Chestnut Street.^ Aiken probably returned to Phila

delphia once the yellow fever epidemic had subsided.6 He 
may have been involved in a partnership under the name 
of Aikens & Patterson in Philadelphia in 18E5, "Aikens & 
Patterson Cabinetmakers No. 33 North 7th Street 1 door
north of Mint, Philadelphia... keep constantly on hand a

7general assortment of ready made cabinetware. '*

CHARLES ALLEN wc 1790-1880

Charles Allen was apprenticed to James Cooper of
QWhite Clay Creek Hundred in 1779. He married Jane

9Armstrong on 19 February 1807. He died 18 December 

1848 at seventy-eight years of age and was buried at 
White Clay Creek Presbyterian Cemetery.10 Allen was one 

of the subscribers to a grammar school in 1799 and was 

appointed a Road Commissioner in 1885.11 Allen was

involved in several land transactions in Newark and 
White Clay Creek Hundred between 1745 and 1838.1^ One 
deed, dated 1796, involved Joseph Kinkead, "clockmaker
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of White Clay Creek Hundred" who sold Charles Allen
identified as a "carpenter and cabinet-maker of White

13Clay Creek Hundred", a plot of ground in Newark.

Allen conducted an inn at his house near the
Christina bridge. This house was occupied by Joseph
Kinkead, the clockmaker, who worked in partnership with
Alexander Kinkead. It is probable that Allen made cases

14for Joseph & Alexander Kinkead.

I
Allen's will and inventory survive, but they 

provide little information concerning his work as a 
cabinetmaker. His will, dated 3 December 184S divided 
his estate between his wife Jane and his five children. 

There is reference in his will to his "book of ac
counts", which has evidently not survived. Allen’s 

inventory contains only one reference to his possible

occupation as a cabinetmaker: 35,000 feet lot of lum- 
15ber. (See Appendix IV for inventory)

CALEB BYRNES (173B-1794) wc 1794

Caleb Byrnes was born in 173E; he married Mary 
Davis at Plymouth meeting in Philadelphia.1 *̂ In his 
genealogy of the Byrnes family, D. Byrnes recalls the
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clock maker, "I now come to Grandfather’s youngest son, 
Caleb I believe he was born in the year 1732 some two 
years after Grandfather's arrival in this country. He 
learned chear making or carpenter's I do not know 
which.“^

Byrnes had moved to Stanton, Mill Creek Hundred by 
the time of his will dated 2 January 1794. His estate 
was divided between his wife Mary and their four chil
dren. An inventory of his estate dated 23 April 1794 

attests to his occupation as a cabinetmaker. It included 

cabinet making tools such as a vise & bench, a work 
bench and vise at sawmill, chisels, gouges, various 

planes (fore, smooth, plow, beads, rounds, hollow,
raising), hand vice, glue pot, 200 feet of cherry

18boards, and a screw cutter. (See Appendix IV for 
inventory)

SAMUEL BYRNES wc 1764-1791

Samuel Byrnes was probably an apprentice or joui—
neyman in Henry Troth's shop at the time that Ziba

19Ferris began his apprenticeship. The Byrnes genealogy 
suggests that Byrnes formed a partnership with another 
Troth apprentice, Ziba Ferris at the corner of Market &
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20Queen Streets in Wilmington. Prior to 1790, he had
been living in a, "small farm containing 60 acres with a

stone house, two stories high, 2 rooms on each
floor...situated on high ground northwest of the town"

21which he rented from Nicolas Way. In 1790, Way
advertised the property for rent, indicating that Byrnes

was relocating. Byrnes was in a partnership with John
White some time before May 1791, when the partnership

22had been dissolved. Byrnes had apparently changed his
profession from a cabinetmaker to a trader by 1793 when 

23he advertised:
Just imported by Samuel Byrnes in the Clothier & 
Birmingham Packet. From the manufacturers in Eng
land, a general assortment of ironmongery, con
sisting of building materials, carpenters tools, 
spades & shovels, frying pans, smiths vices, coal 
and joiners furniture, iron pots, brass kettles, 
table knives & forks, pen knives, rasors & rasor 
sharps ink pots etc. Also, a general assortment 
of Sadlery, both plated and common which he will 
sell on reasonable terms. NB Also a quantity of 
London and American steel.

By 1795 Byrnes had established an office for the insui—
ance of vessels under the name Samuel Byrnes & Co. in

24-partnership with with Isaac Hendrickson. Byrnes
25removed to Baltimore by 1795.
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SAMUEL CANBY (1751-1832) wc 1777

Samuel Canby, son of Oliver Canby and Elizabeth 
Shipley was born 6 August 1751. According to genealo
gist Benjamin Ferris, Canby, "was ... put as an appren
tice with Ziba Ferris of Wilmington to learn the busi

ness of a carpenter and cabinetmaker but a few months 
before the conclusion of his apprenticeship, making up 
his mind to the business of a miller, he satisfied Ziba
Ferris for the unexpired term of his service and removed

26to Brandywine November 16, 1777." Canby continued an
extensive and profitable business as a merchant miller

27until his death in 1832.

ELIAS CONUELL wc 1814-1816

Elias Conwell appears in an 1814 directory was
listed as a cabinetmaker in the Brandywine on the north 

28side. He may have been dead by 1816, since the
Christina tax assessment contains a listing for 1 lot in

29Wilmington belonging to the "Elias Conwell Estate".
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SAMUEL DICKSON wc 1772-1796

3 0Samuel Dickson first appears in a 1772 tax list.
However, he had left Wilmington by 1796 according to a
local newspaper advertisement in the Delaware Gazette.
"Notice if Samuel Dickson formerly of the borough of
Wilmington... cabinet and plane maker, now supposed to
reside in a near Frederick town will personally apply to
John Donald of Wilmington on or before 15th of March, he

31will have something to his advantage."

JAMES ERUIN wc 1797-1798

James Erwin worked in the cabinetmaking shop of his 

father, John Erwin, which he continued after his fa
ther’s death. He advertised in the Delaware Gazette in 

August 1797, "James Erwin informs his friends and the 

public in general that since the decease of his father
he still continues to carry on the cabinet making

32business as usual". The 1798 tax list assessed him a
personal tax of $4-00 which suggests he did not inherit

33any land from his father. James Erwin apparently died
August 30, 1798 at only 28 years of age and he was

3A-buried at First Presbyterian Cemetery. Erwin's brief 
inventory suggests that he had not established a
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thriving business by the time of his death, listing only
35£84 feet of mahogany and bedstead accessories. (See 

Appendix IV for inventory)

JOHN ERWIN (17E7-1797)

36John Erwin was born in 17£7. He served in local
affairs as high constable and collector of the

Wilmington borough in 1755, and an assistant to the town
37burgess in 1763, 1765, 1768 and 1788. Erwin died 30 

May 1797 at the age of seventy and was buried at the
35First Presbyterian Cemetery.

Erwin is listed as a carpenter in a 1794 list of
39the papulation of Wilmington. He operated a

cabinetmaking shop with his son James. Only an advei—
40tisement for a lost cow in 1794 has been located.

Elizabeth Montgomery's Reminiscences, states, "At the
corner of Fourth Street was the Erwin family ...Cwhosel

41ancestor was a cabinetmaker and owned much property.”
Erwin’s will dated 1£ May 1797 reveals that his wife's
name was Lei ilia and they had seven children. Erwin was

a property owner at his death, his estate was assessed
4£for £.5 acres, two lots and houses.
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JOHN FERRIS, SR. (1746-1888) wc 1775-1796

John Ferris, Sr. was born 29 July 1764. He may 
have been the son of Zechariah and Elizabeth Scott. He 
was married three times: Lydia Zane (d. 178S) on 10 
August 1771, Ann Gilpin <d. 1882) on 25 July 1783 and 

Mary Price on 28 August 1823. Ferris died on 24 August 

1828. John Ferris, Sr. was the cousin of Ziba Ferris, 
the cabinetmaker

Ferris, Sr. may have been apprenticed to Henry
44Troth at the same time as Ziba Ferris. He was paid by

45Wilmington for six Windsor chairs 8. sundries in 1775. 
However, Ferris apparently expanded his business and 

became a hardware and general store merchant by 1 7 8 6 . ^

This account book spans Ferris's career from 1778 

through 1786. He sold primarily timothy seed, clover, 
lumber (oak, poplar, scantling), and steel. In addition 
he sold furniture and furnishings, such as looking 

glasses, a dozen knives and forks, teapots, a half dozen 

of mahogany chairs, a mahogany bedstead, and a set of 
chair furniture. He sold items for cabinetmakers such as 

drawer handles, escutcheons, nails, gold seals and 

weights, locket chisels and numerous types of nails. He
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also turned newel posts and bannisters for a client.
47Ferris had accounts with London and Bristol merchants.

A year after the beginning of this account book
Ferris, Sr. advertised that he had, "New Red & White
Clover, Timothy & Hemp Seed, To be sold by John Ferriss,
at the sign of the Hand—Saw, in Market Street,
Wilmington. Likewise a neat and general assortment of

Ironmongery, Cutlery, Saddlery, Linseed Oil and Paint-
4 8er's Colors as usual." A week later he stated that he

could also provide, "a large assortment of Brass Drawer

and Desk Handles and Escutcheon Handles and Roses do.

Desk, Drawer, Chest, book Case, Cupboard, Clock Case,
4 ?Trunk Tea Box & Prospect Locks & Hinges."

Ferris was still involved in the rental business in
501793, when he advertised as assortment of merchandise:

Just imported, in the Roe Buck and other late 
vessels from England, and to be sold by John 
Ferris. At his store, the sign of the Hand Saw in 
Market Street Wilmington: 3d 4d 8d lOd lEd fine 
drawn and common nails by cask, smiths anvils & 
vices, scoured wagon boxes and sad irons per cart, 
double and singled rolled sheet iron per do,
London steel by the faggot, spades, shoves and 
frying pans by the dozen, copper and patent metal 
tea kettles, fullers shears manufactured here etc. 
Plain gold, enameled gilt and plain silver watches 
11th mo E8 1793.

The inclusion of watches among the items he sold sug

gests that he may have been a source of merchandise for
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Wilmington clock and watchmakers. Ferris was involved 
in two partnerships. The first with John Hayes was 

established by March 1790 on Market S t r e e t . T h i s  

partnership was dissolved in September 1795. Later that 
same year Ferris announced the continuation of this

52business under a new partnership with Edward Gilpin:
...The same business is carried on by John Ferris 
& Edward Gilpin, under the firm of Ferris & Gilpin 
at their store, the sign of the hand saw on the 
west side of Market St., where their friends & the 
public in general may be supplied as formerly with 
the following articles: bar rod sheet iron, stoves 
of different kinds, combooses paper mill, saddles, 
iron pots sorted from 1-8 gal, skillets of dif
ferent sorts & sizes, bake ovens oval & round, sad 
irons wallowers for Dutch fans etc., wholesale & 
retail orders form abroad carefully attended to & 
castings from patterns furnished, obtained in 
short time.

This is Ferris's last known advertisement. He may have
retired from business in 1796 when he offered for sale,

"a 2 story brick house & kitchen situated on the west

side of Market St. near Academy the lot extends back to
53Shipley where is a small stable." Ferris may have been

improving some of his property when he purchased 500
cypress shingles in 1801 and 187 feet common white pine,

46 feet panel white pine and 25 feet white pine, in 1802
54from Wilmington lumber merchant from John Donaldson.

By 1816, Ferris owned two houses, two lots, a 

stable and 75 oz of p l a t e . ^  His inventory, dated 1828,
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reveals that he was affluent, listing a large amount of
silverware and other luxury items but including no shop

56merchandise or tools. His will designated property on 
Pasture Street in trust for the Wilmington Friends 
Meeting and stocks in the Schuykill Bush and Christina 
Bridge Company to his wife Mary, with the rest of the 
estate divided among his sister, step-children and 

nieces and nephews. ^

JOHN FERRIS, JR. 1775-1802 wc 1797-1802

John Ferris, Jr, the son of Ziba and Sarah Ferris,
5Qwas born 10 December 1775. Ziba Ferris had specified

in his will, dated 1794-, that his son was to receive his
59turning tools at the age of twenty-one. John Ferris 

had established himself as a cabinetmaker by 1797, when 

his advertisement to settle his father's estate stated 
that debtors should "discharge the same to John Ferris 
Jun. N.B., J. F. carries on the Cabinet-making Business 

in all its branches."^ In 1801 he purchased 106 feet 

of heart pine boards from John Donaldson either for his 
shop or for home improvements.^** Ferris married Sarah 

Harlan, daughter of Caleb Harlan, on 22 October 1800 

with whom he had one son named John. Ferris died 
intestate just two years later of yellow fever which he
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may have contracted during his duties as a member of the 

Board of Health.62

Ferris's inventory, dated 1808, reveals that he 
died while actively practicing his trade as a cabinet
maker. Included in his inventory are the remaining time 
of two male and two female apprentices. The female 

apprentices probably painted furniture, an activity 
supported by the inclusion of "sundries in the paint 

shop" in the inventory. In addition, the inventory 
included some pieces of furniture, three pine cupboards, 

a writing desk, and a clock case. He also had a stock

of 466 feet of mahogany boards, 530 feet of poplar, 1750
63feet of walnut and 573 of gum on hand. (See Appendix 

IV for inventory)

ZIBA FERRIS (1743-1794) wc 1794

Ziba Ferris was the son of John Ferris, a tanner, 
and Abigail Tryon of New Milford, Connecticut. He was 

born 13 August 1743. His family moved to Wilmington 
about 1748. His father built a house on Tatnall Street 

between High and Queen Streets on north west side and 
sunk a tanyard. When his father died of small pox in 

1751, Ferris was taken under the care of his uncle
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David Ferris and his wife. They apprenticed him to 
Henry Troth, a cabinetmaker, where, "he served his 

master faithfully until he was of full age having during 
the latter period of his apprenticeship owing to Henry's 

ill health acted as his principal in the conduct of the 
concern. Their workshop was situate at the southerly 

corner of High and Shipley Streets."6^ He married Edith 
Sharpless EE January 1 7 6 9 . " ^  Ferris died E4 April 1794 

and was buried at the Friends Meeting Cemetery at 4th 
and West Streets in WiImington

Ferris was apparently a landowner since he adver—
67tised a property for rent in 1790. According to the

1798 tax assessment, his estate included nine acres,
6Qfive lots and four houses. In 1804, his holdings had 

increased to eighteen acres, nine lots and five houses, 

in addition to 75 ounces of silver and personal property
Z.Otax of $400.07

Ferris wrote a "Memorandum on Cabinetmaking” which 

spanned the last four years of his life. These 

eighty-one transactions included a variety of furniture 

forms including: bureaus, bedsteads, stands, slat back 
chairs, bookcases, desks, and notably two clock cases.

In addition, he made Venetian blinds, a ladder, cradles,
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and close stools. These pieces were constructed of
mahogany, walnut, cherry, and pine. He often made

several pieces at the same time for a client and incoi—
porated their special requests, such as the size of the

object and type of decoration. For example, a client in
Milford requested that his clock case include beaded
corners, panels for the door and base, and a thirteen

inch face. The use of columns, specifically quarter

columns, was a frequent request even though this taste
was outdated compared to the classical styles popular in

Baltimore or Philadelphia. There were no specifications
70for a clock case requested by P. Yarnell.

Although no advertisements have yet been located, 

Ferris’s inventory reveals that he probably had a very 
extensive cabinet workshop. Ferris must have had 
several apprentices and journeymen to operate his busi

ness since at his death his son, John Ferris Jr, was 
only eighteen years. His inventory was divided by rooms 

including: "New furniture in the Store Room", "In the 

Work Shop", and "In the Shop Yard”. The furniture store 

room included: two bureaus, two bedsteads, nine tables, 

two chests, one pine dough tray, sixteen mahogany 
bannisters, twenty pounds of hair to curl for uphol

sterers and brass fittings for coffins. The workshop

R eproduced with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



162
was furnished with 149 assorted planes are listed
including: joiners, carpenters, smoothing planes, jack
planes, and fore planes, as well as chisels, a frame
saw, a bench vise, two hold fasts for cutting screws,
two whip saws for cutting mahogany, two clamps, two sash
saws, a dovetailed saw, a turning lathe with
appurtenances, and five shop benches. In addition, he
had large quantities of mahogany, poplar, walnut, cedar,
and cherry boards and oak scantling, and lath. Thomas
Crow and Henry Troth were listed in the administrative

71papers among those who owed Ferris money.

The other documentation of Ferris’s career as a
cabinet maker is the settlement of his bill of Mordeccai 

72Woodward:

Account owed Mordeccai Woodward to Z. Ferris 
Mordeccai Woodward to Ziba Ferris D e c 'd 
1776 9 mo 30

to a coffin for a young man at his house 1/5/0
to a coffin for Thos. Savage’s wife 1/5/0
to a coffin for Thos. Savage 1/5/0

1778 8 mo 4
to finishing a pair of bedsteds -/4/~

1779 1 mo 4
to a coffin for his father 3/0/0

1780 6 mo 15
to Qt. of ochre paint -/6/6 

Credited on M. Woodwards Book in 1795 7/5/6
Balance Jno Ferris Jnr. amo with M Woodward -/18/6 
Amt page 13 Ziba Ferris Dr 2/4/4 3/2/10
Balance due the Excre. Ziba Ferris d e c ’d 4/2/8

Ferris’s will, written on 22 April 1794 provided money

for his five children, Deborah, John, Edith, Benjamin,
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and Ziba, and left his property on Shipley Street and

73his household goods to his wife Edith. He planned for
his son John to follow his career and left his wife,
"the use of my Joiners shop and Joiners tools until my

74son John arrives to the age of twenty one years."
(See Appendix IV for inventory)

DAVID FRENCH & JOSEPH WAY wc 1813-1814

David French and Joseph Way announced the estab
lishment of their cabinetmaking firm with the purchase

75of the store of of William French in 1813:

Cabinet Making-The subscribers having purchased the 
establishment of William French, have commenced the 
Cabinet Business, at his late store, No. 101 Market 
Street, next door below the American Watchman office, 
under the firm of French & Way. Intending to keep a 
constant supply of the best seasoned stuff-good workman 
and materials of every kind— they are induced to solicit 
the patronage of their friends and a liberal public, 
whose favors will be thankfully received. David 
French, Joseph Way.

By 1814, they had apparently expanded their store

to include 99 and 101 Market.
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FRANC IS MCMULLIN GARDNER (d.1801) wc 1800-1801

Francis McMullin Gardner appeared in the
Wilmington Borough Minutes on 18 June 1800 when he
presented, ’’his account for the bookcase and chest

77of bottles-$20". However, the 1798 tax assess
ment suggests that Gardner may have been primarily 
a farmer. He owned eighty-five acres of land in
Christiana Hundred, a stone house, frame barn, 183

78livestock, one slave and 88 ounces of silver.

His 1801 inventory supports this implication, since
there was no mention of any cabinetmaking tools or 

79equipment. His will distributed his property to

his brothers, sisters and nephew and freed his 
80slave, Norris. (See Appendix IV for inventory) 

THOMAS GREGG wc 1815

Thomas Gregg is only known as a cabinetmaker

through his partnership with Dell Noblit, which
81dissolved in 1815. He was elected Sheriff in

1789 and a Thomas R. Gregg was assessed in the 1798
82tax a personal tax.
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Timothy Hanson was the son of Samuel Hanson of 
83Little Creek. Hanson first married Mary (Way) on

84-13 October 1771 and then Mary (Robinson). In 
1787 and 1788, he purchased oak, pine, poplar and

cedar boards which suggests he was active by this
B5 86time. Hanson is included in the 1796 tax list.

The 1798 tax list reveals that he was a landowner
87with 1.75 acres five lots and five houses. He

made and trimmed a bonnet for a clock or a chest on 
88frame." Hanson's occupation as a cabinetmaker is

87noted in his will dated 1798. However, his 

inventory, dated 10 December 1798, reveals that he 
was primarily a chair maker and a window maker. It 
listed twenty-nine sashes, lot of planes, 185 

Windsor and bamboo chairs, five lots of wood, 

fourteen window frames, five pair of window shut
ters, thirty-four stools, S330 stretchers, 698

chair bottoms, 527 bows and top rails, 62 arms, and
909209 feet of rods. His administrative papers

91list Rebecca Countless as an apprentice. She was

probably was a chair painter, since included in
92Hanson's inventory are painting accessories. 

Hanson's will, written 6 September 1798 left brick
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houses to his two sons Samuel and Thomas, legacies 
of $1,333.33 to his daughters, Susanna and Eliza
beth, and. household goods and $166 to his wife 

93Mary. (See Appendix IV for inventory)

AMOR & DAVID JEFFERIS wc 1800

The relationship of Amor and David Jefferis
may have been uncle and nephew. David Jefferis was
the son of Thomas Jefferis, a dry goods merchant

selling such items as cut nails, leather shoes, bed

cords, bed laces and Rhode Island Cheese. Thomas
Jefferis' inventory included several items which
indicate he may have also been a cabinetmaker. For

example, seventeen cogs, two clock cases, two
heading machines, one pair of sheers and bench,
four card tables, three benches and screw clamps, a

94-lathe and tools, and a paint stone were listed.
Thomas Jefferis willed his son David "a laithe and
tools" and probably trained his other son,

95Bazillar, in the cabinet making trade. The
partnership of Amor and David Jefferis is only

known through the announcement of the dissolution

of their partnership in 1800:

Dissolution of partnership on the first day of 
January last The Partnership of Amor and David
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Jefferis, Cabinet makers dissolved by mutual 
consent. This is therefore to give notice to all 
who have demands against the said firm to exhibit 
the same for settlement and all those who are in
debted thereto, are desired to make speedy pay
ment, that the Accounts may be closed. Amor and 
David Jefferis. The Cabinet Making business 
carried on as usual at his shop of Market Street 
by Amor Jefferis.

Amor and David Jefferis may have been establishing their 
own separate shops after 1801. From 1801 through 1803 

Amor Jefferis purchased fifty feet dried boards, fif

ty-seven feet sap scantling, 8313 feet of pine boards, 
fifty cedar shingles, 181 feet of cedar and sixty feet

poplar plank. In 1801, David Jefferis in 1801 bought
97thirteen feet of pine. However, neither Amor nor

David Jefferis were property owners by 180^, since they
9Qwere only assessed personal taxes.

Amor Jefferis carried on his cabinet making busi

ness in 1805, specializing in turning according to an
advertisement placed in the The Mirror of Times and

99General Advertiser;

Amor Jefferis, respectfully informs his friends and the 
public in general, that he continues to carry on the 
cabinet making business in all its branches at his shop 
in Market Street, Wilmington, where he also carries on 
all kinds of turning business. Those who please to 
favor him with their commands, may depend on his 
attention thereto and that they shall be faithfully 
served, on moderate terms.

R eproduced  with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



168
In the same year, he also advertised for a ran away
apprentice named Isaac Newlin indicating that he devel-

. . 100 oped a prosperous business.

JOHNSON & FRENCH wc 1805-1809

The only mention of the cabinet making firm of

Johnson and French is an 1805 advertisement which
suggested that they had been in business for some

101t ime:
Cabinet work and upholstering business. Johnson 
and French, at their shop near the lower end of 
Market street, execute, all kinds of Cabinet and 
Upholstering work, in a neat manner and on rea
sonable terms. They return thanks for past 
favors, and respectfully inform their friends and 
the public that all orders in the line of their 
business shall be punctually attended to and 
executed with fidelity."

This partnership was dissolved by at least 1809 when
10SJames Johnson advertised his own business:

"James Johnson Cabinetmaker, carries on his 
business in Third Street, a few doors south of 
Market Street near Mrs. Huggin's Tavern. Bureaus, 
Desks, Bookcases, Side Boards, Bedsteads and every 
other article in his line made of the very best 
materials and the most fashionable style. The 
durability of his workmanship will be tested upon 
trial. He solicits a share of public patronage 
and in return thanks for past favors."

James Johnson was born E7 May 17__ to Thomas and
103Jane Johnson. In 1814-, Johnson was a joiner living
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104at 11 East Third Street. Johnson apparently rented

his living quarters since he was only assessed a pei—  

sonal tax. He died 21 January 1844 at the age of 58
and was buried in St. Andrews Episcopal Cemetery.*^

William French had a cabinet making business which
107was purchased by David French and Joseph Way in 1813.

However, he was listed as a cabinetmaker living at 148
108King Street the following year.

WILLIAM G. JONES wc 1807-1845

William G. Jones was a landowner by 1798 being
109assessed for one lot and one house. William G. Jones

advertised the opening of his cabinet making business in
110May 1807 at the corner of Front and Shipley Streets.

He apparently remained at this address for his entire

career.^'' In 1845 he announced that he had enlarged
U. J* 4.!_ 1 1 2his shop at the:

old stand in Shipley Street where he keeps on hand 
for inspection and sale an assortment of cabinet 
ware of the most fashionable style and best work
manship, which he will sell on the most reasonable 
terms. All orders in his line will be faithfully 
attended to. Repairing done as usual. Undertak
ing-All business connected with this branch 
promptly and satisfactorily attended to at the 
shortest notice".
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William Jones is listed in the 1850 Census as being a
cabinetmaker. His son William and Lawrence Harman are

113also listed as cabinetmakers.

An inventory for a William Jones dated 30 August 
1871 is probably the estate of this cabinetmaker, and 
details the contents of an extensive shop. This inven

tory includes a large assortment of furniture: eighteen 
bedsteads, seven bureaus, fourteen wash stands, seven

teen tables, twenty-nine looking glasses, sixty-six 
chairs, five rockers, seven sofas, four towel racks, bed 
stead accessories, three cradles, two marble top stands, 

two walnut chamber sets, two hat racks, forty-six 
coffins, and two sideboards. Also, the following lumber 

was listed: ^£5 feet of poplar boards, 789 feet of pine 

boards and 1007 feet of walnut boards. The workshop 

included several unfinished pieces: two walnut secre
taries, five chair frames, four tables, five lounge 

frames, ten bureau carcasses, and six bedsteads, in
addition to bed stead paraphernalia and two marble 

114slabs. (See Appendix IV for inventory)
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SAMUEL NILES Cd. 1796) wc 1791-1796

Samuel Niles was the son of Hezekiah and Mary
Niles. Niles may have learned the business from his
father, according to an advertisement that appeared in
1791, "All persons indebted to the estate of Hekekiah
Niles late of this town...Mary Niles & Samuel Niles. NB
Samuel Niles informs his friends & public...that he

carries on the plane making business in all its various
branches. WiImington." * Niles was a property owner at
his death since his estate was assessed for E.S
a c r e s . N i l e s ' s  inventory, dated E7 September 1796,

included numerous planes, 3000 feet of beech scantling,

a grindstone, two benches, and 1/6 part of the Brig 
117Action. Niles was evidently supplementing his

business with the lucrative Wilmington trade. His will,

dated 8 March 1796, reveals that he had not yet married
at the time of his death. He left his estate to his

118mother Mary and his brother Hezekiah. Niles' younger
brother, Hezekiah, apparently had no interest in con

tinuing the plane making business and advertised the
119business for sale in 1796:

A bargain any person desirous of engaging in the 
plane making business, will meet with a good 
opportunity and moderate terms, by applying 
immediately to Hekekiah Niles. Who has everything
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requisite for carrying on the above mentioned 
business. Carpenters, joiners etc. are respect
fully informed that he has on hand a variety of 
planes which he will sell low for cash.

(See Appendix IV for inventory)

DELL NOBLIT (1777-1878) wc 1798-184-5

Dell Noblit, son of John, was born in Delaware
County, Pennsylvania on 19 October 1777. He apprenticed

with Philip Painter a Chester cabinet maker and then

worked in New York City. He returned to Philadelphia in
1798 and continued the cabinet making trade. He married

Elizabeth Wiall in Philadelphia on S April 180-1 with
whom he had three children. Noblit removed to

Wilmington after Elizabeth's death in 1810. Noblit was
married to Elizabeth Bratton on 31 December 1812 with
whom he had thirteen children. Noblit's only known

involvement in Wilmington affairs was his service as one
120of the wardens of St. Andrew’s P.E. Church.

Upon his arrival in Wilmington, Noblit worked, 

probably as a journeyman, at Seorge Whitelock’s shop at 
the northwest corner of Sixth and Market Streets.

Noblit established his own shop when he purchased a lot 

across from Whitelock's shop from Samuel Canby, a clock
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and watch maker. His residence was in the rear of the

12 1furniture store. By 1814 he had moved to Shipley
122Street between Broad and Kent. Noblit was involved

in a partnership with Thomas Gregg at Market and Hanover
123Streets which was dissolved in 1815:

Notice. The partnership of Noblit and Gregg, 
Cabinetmakers was dissolved by mutual consent on 
the 7th inst...Dell Noblett and Thomas Gregg. The 
business will be continued at the same place by D. 
Noblett...To be sold at the shop lately occupied 
by the subscribers, at the corner of Market and 
Hanover Street...a variety of cabinet ware, among 
which are bureaus, elliptic tables, bedsteads, 
window cornish and sideboards, likewise the stock 
of stuff on hand consisting of Walnut and poplar 
plank, cherry boards, inch and two inch plank, and 
cabinet makers tools. Sale to begin at 9 o'clock.

Noblit was only assessed a personal tax in 1816, indi-
124eating that he did not own his shop. However, in

1821, Noblit advertised a house for sale, No. 169 Market
125Street, with a ten year lease. Noblit had relocated

again by 1845, when he was listed as a cabinetmaker at
1 PA133 Market Street.

Noblit had five known apprentices including his two

sons, John and Hamilton Noblit along with John Norris,

John Luff, and Samuel Harlan, Jr. Noblit's sons were

established in the cabinetmaking trade by 1845. In that

year John Noblit took over his father's business at the
127corner of Market and Sixth Streets. Hamilton Noblit

was a cabinetmaker living between 8 th and 9th

R eproduced with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



1 7 4

1 2 8Streets. John Norris Porter and John Luff were both

apprenticed to Dell Noblit in 1827, an indicator of
129Noblit’s success. Samuel Harlan, Jr. practiced the

trade o-f cabinetmaking before becoming a machinist at
130Jacob Alrichs shop. Dell Noblit died 21 January 1878

and was buried in the Wilmington and Brandywine Ceme-

JOHN C. PETHERBRIDGE wc 1804

John C. Petherbridge1s occupation as a cabinet 
maker is known by an advertisement that appeared in 
1804:132

John C. Petherbridge Cabinet and Chair Maker 
respectfully informs his friends, and the public 
in general, that he has taken the shop formerly 
occupied by Andrew Catherwood d e c ‘d where he 
carries on the above business in its various 
branches...Cabinet Shop in King Street, six doors 
above the lower Market. Printers may be supplied 
with furniture in their line. Wilmington August 
18.

The special mention of printer's furniture suggests that
the number of printers in Wilmington had increased. He

was not a property owner and was assessed a personal tax 
133in 1804. Petherbridge was not included in the 1800

and 1810 Census nor in the 1814 Directory which suggests 

he may have moved out of the area.
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JOHN S E B O  ( b . 1 7 9 9 ) w c  1 8 E E - 184-1

John Sebo was born in 1799. 134 He married Rebecca
Harley on 4 September 18E3. 135 He was buried in St.
Anne's Middletown cemetery. 136

S e b o 1s first known advertisement appeared first in
a 18EE Wilmington newspaper and was reprinted in 1SE3
and 18E6, "John Sebo Cabinet & Sofa Maker, Corner of
Broad and Market Streets... He intends keeping a stock

of ready made furniture on hand...would also inform the
public, that he has procured an elegant Hearse with the

necessary equipments, such as are used in Philadel—
137phia." The reference to Philadelphia hearses indi

cates his desire to compete with elegant Philadelphia 
fashions. Sebo advertised for apprentices in 18E6 and

in 184-1, suggesting that his business was moderately 
138successful. His apprentices included George Kates,

139Jr., Eli Mendenhall, and Joel D. Wolfe.
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JOHN & PER R Y  SHEWARD w c  1 8 1 4

John and Perry Sheward were the sons of Rest
Sheward. Their sister, Sarah, married George Whitelock,
a Wilmington cabinetmaker, from whom they may have

140learned the trade of cabinetmaking.

John and Perry Sheward operated a cabinetmakers
141shop in 1814 at 207 Market Street. By 1816, however,

Perry Sheward may have been dead or moved out of the

area because he does not appear in any known records.
Only John Sheward appeared in the 1816 tax list and was

142assessed a personal tax of $150. John Sheward
143advertised his business in that year:

"Cabinetmaking, The subscriber informs his friends 
& the public generally that he continues to carry 
on the cabinet making business in its various 
branches at his shop No. 116 Market Street where 
those who favor him with their custom may rely on 
having their orders executed in a style not 
inferior to any in the borough, both in wood and 
in workmanship. He keeps a constant supply of 
furniture ready made, which he will dispose of on 
the most reasonable terms."

However, in July 1817 John Sheward announced his re
tirement from the business and offered his tools and

144equipment for sale:
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"John Sheward-Wishing to decline business offers 
for sale his stock on hand consisting of 1/S" 
poplar, 1/S" walnut and 1" poplar scantling for 
bedsteads, benches, and tools of various descrip
tions and furniture which he will dispose of on 
reasonable terms. Any person wishing to commence 
business may have the shop and stock as it 
stands."

HENRY TROTH (b. 17S8) wc 1750

Henry Troth, a member of the Talbot County Troth 

family, was born in 17S8. He completed his appren
ticeship in 1749 and was working in Wilmington by 1750.
On 25 February 1751 he married Sarah Paschall, daughter

145of a local Quaker family. Henry Troth was a charter
member of the Wilmington Friendship Fire Company No. 1, 

which was instituted on December 22, 1775. Cabinetmakers 
John Ferris and Thomas Jefferis and clock makers Thomas 
Crow and John Way, were members as w e l l . * ^  Troth

147trained Ziba Ferris and Samuel Jobson as apprentices.
He purchased a lot in Wilmington at King and High

148Streets in 1795, and sold it two years later.

GEORGE WHITELOCK (d. 1833) wc 1804-1820

Whitelock married Sarah Sheward in 1805. They had
eight children. His only known participation in

Wilmington affairs was as coroner in 1806. He died 24 
149June 1833.
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Whitelock purchased 8737 feet of pine, 34-50 feet of 
cedar, 1894 feet oak scantling, 8354 shingles, 8735 feet 
lath, six rails and a quantity of mahogany during 1801 

and 1 8 0 8 . This may have been material for the con

struction of a cabinet-making shop or for improvements 
on his properties. In 1804, he was the owner of two
rented lots and houses and one unrented lot and
. 151house.

Whitelock’s only known advertisement for his
158cabinetmaking business appeared in 1804:

George Whitelock, Cabinet and Chairmaker, Next 
Door above the Town-Hall, Market Street,
Wilmington. Respectfully informs his friends and 
the public that he carries on the above business 
in all their various branches... and that he has 
constantly for sale Sideboards, bureaus, Dining, 
tea and card tables finished in the neatest 
manner, with a general assortment of fashionable 
furniture.

He also sold other merchandise during his career, 
including a patented machine for shelling corn in 1807 

and live feathers in 1817 and 1880.

He had moved his residence by 1811 when "John B.

Thomas removed to house lately occupied by George
154Whitelock in Queen St."
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Whitelock probably had at least three apprentices 
during his career. He may have trained his broth
ers-in-law, John and Perry Sheward. In 1813, he adver
tised that John Larmouth, presumably a journeyman, had 

155run away.

In April 1818, Levi Bull of Old Swedes Church
ordered a sideboard, stand and table for which he paid
seventy-six d o l l a r s . W h i t e l o c k  purchased boards from

157Wilmington merchants Hemphill 8c Robinson in 182E.

R eproduced  with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



W ILM INGTON CLOCK AND WATCH MAKERS IN V E N T O R IE S

JONAS ALRICHS
Inventory February 1, 1803

List of the Household Goods and other Effects of Jonas 
Alrich Deceased as appraised by James Brobion & Joseph 
Bai ly
Wearing apparrle $12.00
3 Feather Beds, Bedding & Bedsteads 8. 2 

suits of Curtains
60.00

1 Mahogany Bureau 16.00
5 Windzor Chairs 5.00
1 Walnut Tea Table 4.00
1 Liquor Case 8.00
1 Small Table 8c Picture .75
1 Caster $5 One lote of Glafs ware $4.50 .9.50
Lote of Queens ware & China 3.00
2 Wai ters 5.00
1 Gin Case with bottles 1.00
2 Mahogany Card Tables 10.00
1 Small Pine Table .75
8 Windzor Chairs 6.00
2 Pictures 8c One Smale Locking Glafs 1.25
1 Walnut Box with Drawrs 2.00
2 Chests and one old carpete 3.00
1 Case Drawrs 6.00
6 Common Chairs 3.00
6 Table Cloths 6.00
8 Knapkins $2 One smale looking glafs Pitcher 2.50
1 Looking Glass 8.00
1 Open Stove $8 1 Pr Brafs and Irons 8c shovel

8: Tongs $6 14.00
1 Pr Bellows 50 cts 6 windzor Chairs $11 11.50
1 Cradle 8c 1 old waiter 1.50
1 Walnut Desk 8c Book Case 12.00
1 Looking Glafs $6 1 Walnut dining Table $2 8.00
1 Walnut Breakfast Table 1.50 1 Mahogany

Stand $3 4.50
1 Rag Carpete $2 1 Cattail Bed 8c smale

Beadstead $3 OO•

1 Lote Books $10 2 Pr Candle sticks $5
180
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1 Silver Watch 10$ 25.00
1 Tray wi Knives St forks $3 alote China,

Queen St Glafsware $2 5.00
1 Ten Plate Stove $14 Kitchen furniture 20$ 34.00
Silver Plate weighing 23 1/2 oz 5) 10/ 31.33
1 Pr Andirons 1.00
1 Clock Engine 30.00
1 Watch Balance Wheel Engine 5.00
1 Wheel Laith 5.00
1 Stove 4.00
1 Eight day time piece 9.00
1 frame Shop 160.00
one half of the Joint Stock on hand of Alrichs 
8t Woolston consisting of sundry Mdze 3969.14
Shop Furniture 4435.39
1 Spade .67

Dollars 4435.39
25 Gallons Molafses 0 40 cts 10.00
Wilmington 2d Mo 1 1S03 4445.39

3/4
3/4

3/4
3/4
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GEORGE CROW I

An Inventory of the goods and Chatties of George Crow 
late of the Burrough of Wilmington Clockmaker Deceased 
taken this 4th day of December ann Domi 1762
In the Parlour
Purfe & apperal and defk 9/0/0
Three Beds 8c Bed Cloths with pair of bedsteads 24/0/0
1 Large looking Glafs 8c glazed pictures

tea cheft 6 /10/0
a Clock and case new 2 old India pictures 8c

bedstead 15/12/6
6 Rush Chair china 8c Delph ware S. a clofet

of pewter 6/ 10/0
In the Shop
A Clock 8c Case and unfinifhed Clocks and a 
gold watch 50/0/0

a bedstead 8c Sacking bottom and a parcell of
Books 6/10/0

a Set of Clock and watch makers Tools bellows
stake melting pots 35/0/0

3 pair of Stand Irons shovels and tongs 
warming pan 2/15/0
In front and back rooms upstairs 
a Case of Drawers 8c Case with 6 bottles bed

pan 8c box 2/19/0
a Case of Drawers, bed bedsted and furniture 20/0/0
6 walnut chairs oval, china and tea table 5/18/0
a looking glafs some pictures 8c sundry trifles 2/2/6
In ye garret
a new clock and a quantity of brafs 8c copper 10/10/0
a large brafs Candlestick, a bag of feathers 8c

chaff bed 1/15/0
a gun a pair of piftols, bed tick 8c 2 baskets 1/7/6
an old bedstead, a parcel of woolen yarn and some

wool 1/0/0
2 old Chefts and sundry other trifles 1/3/0

In the large shop kitchen
iron kettle 8c pots a bell mettal do watering

pots and gridle 1/10/0
5 brafs kettles of divers values 8c 1 bell 
metal do 1/12/6

Sundry trifles in the forge shop and kitchen 2/5/0
a pair of chair wheels 8c an unfinished case a

R eproduced with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



bag of grafs seed 5/5/0
3 unfinifhed Clock cases 8c Joiners tools and

sundries in ye loft 6 /10/0
a quantity of Ceader rails 8< pofts

8c pine boards 3/10/0
Hay in the Stable barn 8< on cherry Fland 21/10/0
a quantity of boards 8c railes 2 cows 8c hog 10/10/0
a pair of scales and Steelyards 8c a quantity

of Mahogany 8/5/0
2 riding chairs 8c harnefs and old horse watch

Irnflas scale 32/5/0
a small Quantity of Barley 2/10/0

Appraisers: William Poole and Nicholas Robinson
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GEORGE CROW I I

An Inventory o-f the Goods and Chattels of George Crow Dec 
of St. George's Hundred New Castle County as Appraised by 
the subscribers this Fourth Day of November one thousand 
seven hundred and Eighty Nine.

Wearing Apperrel of the Dec'd 9/15/0
A Quantity of books 15/ A Clock L 11/5/0 1E/0/0
A Black Walnut Dining table L 1/ A Corner

Cupboard 15/ 1/15/0
A Small round yellow table 3/9 A Square Do 6/9 0/7/6
Six plane Rush bottomed Chairs 9/ three blue

Do 8c one black Do and three plain L9/10/6
Four Armd Chairs and one sack Back 18/9 one
Reel 3/9 Queensware plates A/ E/6/0

Five Bowls 6 / Two Tea pott E /6 A Lot of China cufs &
Saucers 7/6 0/16/0

A Delpf mug 1/ Delpf Tea ware 8/6 Glafsware 3/ 0/7/0
A Small Looking Glafs 7/6 A Coffee Mill E /6 0 /10/0
A Pair of hand Irons, Shovel and tongs IS/6
A Tea Kettle 7/6 1/0/0

tea kettle 0/7/6
hearth brush sweeping do shoe brushes 0/E/0
old case of drawers and bosset E5/0/0
copper scales and weights 0/10/0
trummel bedstead, bed and bedding E/0/0
flax wheel 0/7/6
candle box 11 lbs candles 0/8/0
E pair of cards 0/5/0
6 yards back band web 0/7/0
pair steel yards 0/15/0
couch with raw hid bottom 0/ 1/6
E chaff beds, bedding and bedstead 1/15/0
featherbed, bedding and bedstead in room at 7/10/0
head of stairs
two chests in same room 0 /10/0
plain bed tuck 1/ 10/0
case bottles 0 /10/0
bed bedding and bedstead in Red Rm 3/0/0
woolen wheel 0 /10/0
Clastle flax wheel 0/15/0
an old chest and 3 blue chairs 0/3/0
an old bedstead and doe trays 0/5/0
a bed bedding and bedstead in blue room

a case of drawers in said rm 6/10/0
looking glass 1/0/0
9 pictures 0 /10/0
E table carpets 0/5/0
5 hand towels 0/7/6

'd
us
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diaper table cloth 0/10/0
a ten Hund sheet 0/10/0
4 diaper napkins 0/15/0
diaper table cloth 0/15/0
watering pot 0/3/9
sythe cradle and sickles 0/12/6
9 hackles 0/12/6
barrels and lumber in the garret 1/10/0
dried calf skin 0/3/9
cow bell 0/3/9
12 1/2 lbs old linen thread 15/0/0
6 lbs tow thread 0/7/6
50 lbs woolen yarn 6/7/6
2 tow.table clothes, 1 old blanket and 1/10/0
bird eye coverlid
pr flat irons 0/3/9
2 hogshead of cyder 1/15/0 each
iron bound teirce, empty hogshead and barrel 1/2/0
a cask with fish 1/0/0
cask with soap 1/0/0
2 pails churn and keiler 0/6/6
7 milk pans 0/3/9
4 butter pots and 1 cream pot 0/5/0
102 1/2 lbs butter 38/4/0
5 juggs 0/5/0
wooden candlestand 0/1/0
pr iron hand irons 0/3/0
cross cut saw 0/17/6
handsaw and spade 0/5/0
iron bound tub 1/2 bushel and 2 cheese vats 0/5/0
iron crane and grindstone handle 0/7/0
plane spike gimblet chissel 2 iron geese 0/10/0

and sheers
2 cedar milk pails and 2 buckest 0/2/0
4 candlesticks 0/4/0
lanthron tin candlestand funnel and strainer 0/6/0
5 pewter dishes 18 do plates, 7 do basons, 1/3/0
1 do pint mug and spoons
5 earthen dishes 0/3/0
kitchen table and 7 iron pots 2/5/0
griddle, frying pan and meat fork 0/5/0
fire shovel tongs and grid iron 0/5/0
2 pot racks 0/15/0
3 sives 0/3/0
adze 0/5/0
kegg and cupboard 0/5/0
2 old plough shovres and coulters 0/7/6
mattach and grubbing hoe 0/7/6
6 hoes and 3 corn rakes 0/6/0
dung fork, stone hammer, hatchet, shovel 0/7/0
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old sythe, £ auguers 
hay fork and oat measure o/s/o
grinding stone 0/5/0
3 ploughs and harrow 1/5/0
cart oxen and yoke 1B/0/0
waggon and gears 10/10/0
dutch fan 1/15/0
£E bushels buckwheat S/15/0
hogshead with flax seed 0/7/6
5 bushels rye 0/18/9
30 bushels oats S/15/0
114 lbs bacond 3/6/6
large bay mare 15/0/0
small bay mare 6 /10/0
young brown horse 6 /10/0
gray horse S/0/0
sorrel horse 6 /0/0
red white faced cow 5/10/0
small red broken h o r ’d cow 4/10/0
10 hogs in pen 10/0/0
6 out hogs 4/10/0
14 shoats 4/11/0
hay on stable loft 5/5/0
7 milk cows S6/5/0
3 3 yr olds 11/5/0
red steer 4/10/0
7 yearlings 10/10/0
a slay 3/0/0
Indian fodder 35/0/0
loom and tackle S/0/0
Negro woman Phillis and 3 children 40/0/0
Negro boy Pompy 11/0/0
Negro girl Amas 13/0/0
Negro boy Ben 37/10/0
6 last spring calves 5/1S/6
4 1/S yds brown cloth 1/17/6
14 3/4 drab colored cloth 4/8/6
40 sheep 18/0/0
woolen wheel and 4 pr cards 0/15/0
large hay fork 0/3/0
black and white bull 4//0/0
cyder mill S/0/0
S guns 0/15/0
7 bags 1/8/0
4 yds ticking 0/15/0
warming pan 0/7/6
set bed curtains 3/0/0
S axes 0/5/0
3 coffee pots 0/3/9
knife box 4 knives IS forks 0/3/6
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£ lbs cotton 0/5/0
pot of hogs lard 0/1/6
flax break 0/5/0
apples in smoke house and grandery 3/0/0
iron bound tub and hogshead at the press 0/7/6
flax on shop loft 1/0/0
1 1/2 inch aigure 0 /2/0
2 pair of old saddle bags 0/3/0
a spy glass 1/15/0
flax in the field 1/10/0
134 bushels potatoes 10/1/0
turnips 3/0/0
flax in stack near the shop 0 /10/0
corn in the field to be left until 13/15/4
gathered and measured
118 bushels wheat in the barn to be left 56/4/0
till can be thrashed and sold then the price 
to be fixed pr Bushel
121 Bushels at 9/3 1/2 pr Bushel clear of Escpenee 

36 acres and 32 perches of wheat and rye 45/5/0
in the ground

Use of following articles were left to Mary Crow, widow of 
George Crow deceased during her natural life: 
an old brown mare and riding chair 14/0/0
bed and furniture 10/0/0
2 Milch cows 8/10/0
1 tea table 1/0/0
6 chairs 10/0/0
1 desk 10/0/0
Total 594/11/44
William Walker and George Parker Appraisers
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ZIBA FERRIS 
Inventory
Inventory of the goods and chattels belonging to the estate 
of Ziba Ferris deceased late of New Castle County State of 
Delaware
6500 of the Sehigle Coal and Nav
Co gold loan 67. int in gold 0 103 4-4-95.00
1000 Pittsburg 77 bond apl... 0106 1060.00

5 shares stock of the Aruin Bank of Delaware 581 90.00
3 mos rent due Sept E5 1875 of Store s w cor

4 Market Street Wilmington Del 800 115.00
38.89 unpaid portion of Wm. Carrs bond 100 monthly

Household furniture et all Clifton his late residence 
Contents of attic room over hall 59.00
Matting Attic entry over hall 6.00
South attic room (contents) over hall 38.00
Contents attic room north old house 80.00
Contents a in Center a a 87.00
Contents attic room in South 45.00
Contents a a Store room 50.00
End floor contents center room 85.00
aa Hall wardrobe and contents 85.00

Clock 30.00
Carpet 80.00

aa Contents of south chamber 844.00
aa contents aa north aa 845.00
1st floor conts of parlor 860.00

contents of entry 85.00
contents dining room 145.00
contents pantry 145.00

basement contents of kitchen 30.00
1 old horse carriage and harness 185.00
.1 cow 40.00
1 heifer 15.00
1 gold watch 100.00

TOTAL 9764.00
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GEORGE JONES
Inventory of the effects of the late George Jones Deed 
Appraised September 5, 1867.
9 Milch Cows 3 50 ea 
1 Mule
1 Brown Mare 
7 Head of Hogs 3 15 ea
10 Shoats 3 3 ea 
1 Wagon
3 Sets of Wagon Harnesses 3 6 ea
4 Sets of Plow " 3 1 ea
1 Spade 8c E Shovels
5 Barn Shovels
4 Plows 3 3 ea 
1 Harrow
3 Cultivators E ea 
1 Hand Saw 
1 Grind Stone 
1 Strainer Bucket 
1 Cream
1 Cradle & Scythe 
E Horse double Trees 
Sundries old Hoe etc.
E Rakes
3 Longhand led Forks 
E Hoes
E Swingle Trees 
1 Set Carriage Harness 
9 Bushels of Oats 
40 " " Wheat
5 Stacks of Hay (averaged)
1 Lot " "
E Stacks of Oats and Straw 
3 " " Wheat
1 Half bushel Measure Cutting Box
3 Dozen Milk Pans
Cash in Bank
Dr. R.R. Porter’s Bond
William M. Francis Bond
Alex. Montgomery's "
Albert Foremans "
Charles W. Weldin's "
Daniel Bardselys "
Patrick McClosheys ”
Ann McFadden "
James Dailys "
67 Shares Finish Natl Bk of Wil
40
14

Mechanics ” " Phila
Merchants 8c Manuf. Bk of Pittsburgh

$450.00
150.00 
SO. 00
105.00
30.00

100.00
18.00
4.00 
E .00
.50

15.00
7.00
6.00 
.50

S. 00 
. E5 
.50

3.00 
E.00
1.00 
.80

S. 50 
S. 00 
1.30
5.00 
4.50

90.00
54.00 

100.00
IE.00
6.00 
E.00
10.00 

1076.01
3000.00 
E500.00
1000.00
550.00

3000.00
400.00 
E50.00 
1E8.00
100.00

8576.00 
1E80.00
840.00
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4 " Bank of Germantown Phi la S 60.00
5 " " ” North America 1S00.00
25 " Wil & Brandywine 15S5.00
35 ” Northern Lib. Gas Phi la 1 ISO.00
75 " Wil Coal 4950.00
107 “ Del. R.R. S354.00
31 ” Del Fire Ins stock 465.00
3£ " Lancaster Turnpike Co. 1SB.00
12 ” Planters Bank of Tennessee 108.00
540 " licClintock Homestead Oil Co. 5.40
300 " Buchannon Oil Co. 75.00
200 M Bull Creek S. 00
100 " Cameron " S5.00
50 " McClintockvi1le 17.50
1000 " Wilmington City Loan 1000.00
66 S/3 shares Petroleum Centre 6.67
66 S/3 " Dalgelle S3.34
66 S/3 “ New Creek Coal Co. 16.66
John McLean & Sons Note 1716.00
Dr. R.R. Porter's Note 444.00

do do 450.44
Check RR dividend 76.34

" Albert W. Smith S7.50
Cash 6.S5
1 Hair Mattress S O . 00
Bed 8c Pillows 30.00
1 Cottage Bedstead 5.00
1 Bureau 10.00
1 Lounge 15.00
1 Small Stand S.00
5 Chairs 3.00
S Coal scuttles & buckets 1.00
1 Lot of Sundries .30
SO Yards of Carpeting 6.00
3 " " Oil Cloth 1.50
1 Gold Watch 45.00
1 Stove 6.00

Total $40046.61
Appraisers: John McClean and Benjamin S. Clark
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SAMUEL MCCLARY
Inventory and Appraisement of the Goods and chattels of 
Samuel McClary deceased taken October A.D. 1859
8 shares of stock in Bank of North America 1104.00
80 " " " ” Kentucky 8340.00
4 " '■ ” " Del Fire Ins Co 60.00
7 " " " " Northern Lib Gas

Co. Phi la Pa 810.00
93 '• " " - Bank of Wil 8c

Bry Wil Del 4650.00
Bond Mortgage against Eliz Moore 800.00
Cash 50.87
Sofa 8c Sofa Pillow 80.00
6 Mahogany chairs 15.00
1 " Rocker 5.00
1 cane seat rocker 1.85 1 Sofa Table 10.00 11.85
1 L Glass 4.00 1 Stove 8.00 Teapoy St 3 Blinds 19.00
Carpet 8c Balance in Parlor 6.85
Oil Cloth in entry St eng 1.50
6 Rush seat chairs 4.80 8 Wood seat Do 8.50 6.70
Carpet and oil cloth in Setting Room 3.00
8 Mah Card 8c 1 Mah Dining Table 8.00
Clock in Setting Room 10.00
8 Rocking Chairs 3.00
Stove L Glass St Picture ’ 3.50
China, Glassware St Contents of Closet Setting

room 7.50
Rag carpet, 8 Table, Stove Sc Contents of

kitchen 18.68
Rag Carpet in Nursery 4.85
Bed Bedstead St Bedding 16.00
Chairs, Clock Sc Balance in Nursery 4.00
Bed Bedstead 8t Bedding in Middle room 18.00
Bureau St Case of Drawers 5.50
Rag Carpet 8e Balance in Middle room 5.35
8 Mattresses, Bedding St Bedstead in Front roomi 80.00
1 Dressing Bureau 18.00
Carpet Sc Bal in Front room 7.00
Bed Bedding 8c Bedstead in little room 8.00
Beaueau Stand 8c Bal in " 3.75
Bed Bedding Sc Bedstead in Garret 3.50
Balance " 8.00
Carpet Sc Stair rods on stairs Sc landing 1 .50
Contents of Cellars 7.00
Pew No 85 in Hanover St. Church Wil Del 30.00
Total 9518.44
Thomas C. Alrich and John Ferris Appraisers
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WILMINGTON CABINET MAKERS' INVENTORIES
CHARLES ALLEN

An inventory and appraisement of the goods and chatties 
of Charles Allen Deed late of the Hundred of New Castle 
in the County of New Castle Inventoryed and Appraised by 
the subscribers the End day of March 184-3.

Dining Table (in large room) 4.00
Walnut table 3.00
Small B. Table 1.50
Round Table E.00
Pine Table .75
Stand 1.E5
Cradle 1.00
IE Chairs 3.00
E Pictures .E5
Stove 5.00
Cupboard 5.00
Mirror 1.00
Waiter Tray Bellows Tongs .75
E Cherry Tables 8.00
Corner Cupboard 8.00
Desk 8c Stool E.00
Coal Stove 8.00
9 Chairs in front room E.E5
Stand 1.50
Shovel 8e Tongs .£5
Waitors 8ce . IE
Mirror 1.50
Carpet (in large room) 6.00
Carpet (in front room) 6.00
Carpet (in entry) E.80
Sopha (in Parlor) 15.00
Card Table E.50
6 Chairs 3.00
Waiter 8c Mirror 3.00

19S
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Andirons Shovel & Tongs 3.00
Candlesticks & brushes (in parlor) 1.50
Contents of Cupboard 3.00
Brasf Kettle S.00
Table & Tea spoons (silver) 15.00
Carpet in Parlor 8.00
Desk 8. Book Case (in bed room) 7.00
Table (in bed room) .75
Clock 20.00
4- Chairs .50
Mirror (in bed room) .50
Andirons Sc Tongs 1.00
Bed Bedstead Sc Bedding 12.00
Carpet 1.50
Candlesticks & Lamp .75
Contents of Cupboard 1.25
Bed Bedstead Sc Bedding 5.00
Coverlets Blankets Sc Quilts 20.00
Chest of Drawers 4-.00
3 Chairs 8c Stand .50
Bed Bedstead Sc Bedding 12.00
Table Sc Wash Stand 2.00
2 Chairs .25
Carpet .50
Bed Bedstead 8c Bedding 7.00
Bed Bedstead Sc Bedding 16.00
Ditto Do 16.00
Desureau 2.00
Wash Stand 3.00
Toilet Table Sc Cover .50
6 Chairs 2.00
Carpet A-.00
Map 3.00
4- Pictures 1.50
Mirror Wash Bole Sc Pitcher 1.25
S Tables (in Garret) 1.50
Lot of Wheet 1^.00
Bed Bedstead 8c Bedding S. 00
Ditto Do 12.00
Dresseau 3.00
3 Stands 1.50
3 Chairs .37
Stove Sc ? in Kitchen 5.00
Contents of Kitchen 6.00
Contents of Wash House 6.00
Copper Kettle 3.00
Large Iron Kettle 1.50
Eonsels Morter Sec 1.50
Lot of Hoes 1.50
4- Spades 2.00

R eproduced  with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



1 9 4

Horse Cart & Sears 15.00
Wood Waggon 12.00
Hay Rake 3.00
Fellow Harrow 3.00
lot of Chains .50
Plough Sears 1.00
Wheel Barrow 1.50
Ro 1ler 3.00
Black Cow 14.00
Black & White bull 9.00
Red 8c White bull 14.00
Black Cow white Back 14.00
Red 8c White Heifer 6.00
Red Ditto 5.00
3 Ploughs 12.00
1 Horse 12.00
Waggon Harnefs 3.00
Cutting Box 8c Measures 2.00
Lot of Forks 1 .00
Interest in Carriage 40.00
Old Big 12.00
Sleigh 3.00
Cullivator Fluke 8c drag 3.25
3 Anvils 6.00
Cerlings of old Stove 1.00
4 Axes 8c Srowler 1.50
Wheat in the Sround 30.00
Wheat Feu 10.00
Lot of Lumber 35000 feet 385.00
Corn in the Crib 10.00
Hay 10.00
Old Boat .25
1 Bunch Shingles
9 Shares of Stock in the Christiana Canal

1.00

Company 45.00
Total
Joseph V. Eccles and William Hope

1032.55
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CALEB BYRNES
Inventory of the Goods and Chatties of Caleb Byrnes ap
praised by us the Subscribers April 23, 1794.

Bay Mare 
Buck Horse 
Bay Co 11 
Brindle Cow
Ditto white fase Cherry
Ditto Black Cow
Ditto Black & White ditto
Ditto Brindle Heifer 2 years old
Ditto Brown year old ditto
Ditto Brindle Ditto
Cart
Wagon
Plow
Wheel Barrow 
Dung fork
3 Hoes 
1 Pick 
Cutting Box 
Cider Mill &= Prefs 
Riding Chair & Gears 
Sulkey & Gears
4 Shovels
Grubbing Hoe & Mattock 
3 Sithes Sc Hook 
Swingle Trees Sc 2 Clevages 
Slay
Schrew Bench Sc Tar Can
Sundry Irons
Grain Sc 2 Cleevers
Mall 8c Wedges Curry Comb
Grind Stone
6 Hay Forks
6 Rake Ditto
Sithe Sc Cradle
10 Plate Oven Stove
Vise Sc Bench
Saythe Sc Tools
1 Sithe
Work Bench Sc Vise at Sawmill 
Chizzles Sc Gouges
Squares Compaces Files Sc Pinchers 
Erace Sc Bits
2 Wooden Shovel Tools 
Small Schrew Cutters

8/0/0
10/0/0
12/0/0
4 / 0 / 0
6/0/0
6/0/0
7 / 0 / 0
5 / 0 / 0
2 / 10/0
2 / 5 / 0
5 / 0 / 0
5 / 0 / 0
1/5/0
0/ 12/0
0/2/0
0 / 3 / 9
0 / 3 / 9
0/12/6
3 / 0 / 0
3 0 / 0 / 0
10/0/0
0 / 3 / 0
0/ 3 / 0
0 / 5 / 0
0 / 5 / 0
2/ 10/0
0/2/0
0 / 1/6
0 / 5 / 0
0/6/0
0 / 7 / 6
0/6/0
0/6/0
0/10/0
6/0/0
0 / 1 0 / 0
1/0/0
0/2/0
0 / 5 / 0
0 / 7 / 6
0 / 3 / 9
0 / 1 0 / 0
0 / 2 / 6
0 / 2 / 0
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5/ 1/2 inch

Tenant Saw
Broad Ax & Whetstone 
Planes & Oil Stone 
Drawing Knife & 3/A Screw Auger 
Fore Plain Jack & Smoothing 

plow Sc Groove 3/9 
Beeds 7/6 A-Rounds 8c Hollow 6 /
Raising Plaines 5/ 3 Sash Planes 5/
Rabbit Plaines 3/9 a Large Plow St Groove 10/ 
Raising Plain Gouge Cumpas Saw 3/9 Sc 

Gutters 2/6 
Large Paring Sc Mortise Chisel Sc Sash Gouge 
Chisels 8e a Gouge 7/6 Drawing Knife Sc 

Adds 6
Sliding Rool Sc Square 5/ A Shell Augers 9/
5 Schrew Augers 12/ Gimblets 1/3 
8 Files Sc Alls 3/ Hinges 10 d
Brafs neb Lack Shears Hammers Sc Sundrys 
Hand Vice Sc Trowl 2/6 Best Handsaw 10/ 

ditto old 7/6
1 Gunn 
Walnut Desk
Walnut Table 2L Ditto Appletree 1/10/0 
Tea Table 7/6 Stand 7/6
Looking Glass A/5/0 1/2 Dozen red Rush

bottom Chares 12/
1/2 Dozen Blue Wi n s o r  Chares 1/7/0 1/2 Ditto

Arm 2/5/0
Handirons 15/ Shovel Sc Tongs 7/6 Stove 
fire place A/0/0
Carpet 15/ Walnut Ovel Table 7/6 
Curled'Maple Cupboard 
Walnut Clock
Whater Level 2/6 Poplar Cupboard 15/
2 Old Fether Beds 
Bedstead Sc Sacken
6 Under Sc A Upper Fether
1 Large Blanket 17/6 3

at 15/ 2/5/0
3 Ingin Blankets 3 17/6 
Olive Cullard Bedquilt 
Blue Sc White Coverlid 
1/2 Dozen Curled Maple Chares B 3/
7 New Tow Sheets 0 7/6 
A Fine Flaxed Ditto at 10/
25 Old Sheets 0 3/
Bedstead 8. Sacken Chocolate Cullard 
Ditto Green
2 Counter Pins 0 17/6 
Small Looking Glass

Beds 22L at 2/6 
Horse Maid Ditto

0/7/6
0/5/0
0/7/6
0/3/0
0/8/9
0/13/6
0 / 10/0
0/13/9
0/6/3
0/3/6
0/13/6
0/1 A/0 
0/13/3 
0/3/10 
0/5/0 
1/ 1/10

1/ 10/0 
A/10/0 
3/10/0 
0/15/0 
1/17/0

3/12/0

5/2/6
1/2/6
c /10 /0

17/10/0
0/17/6
A / A/0
1/ 10/0

27/12/6
3/2/6

1/2/6 
1/2/6 
1/5/0 
0/18/0 
2/ 12/6 
2/0/0 
3/15/0 
0/15/0 
1/ 10/0 
1/15/0 
0 /7 / 6
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Handirons 20/ Small Open Stove 3/0/0 4/0/0
Bedquilt Flourd 1/10/0
Blue Bedstead & Sacken 1/ 10/0
Walnut Chest 1/0/0
High Drawers 5/0/0
Blue 8c White single Coverlid 0/15/0
Quilt 8c Curtains 4/10/0
White Coverlid quilt Shelved 1/5/0
1 Set of Curtains 1/ 10/0
Pale Red High Bedstead 8c Sacken 1/ 10/0
1 Green 8c 1 Patch Workd Quilt 1/5/0
Chocolate Cullard Bedstead 8c Sacken 1/0/0
1 Large Ditto Ditto 0/15/0
1 Small Red Ditto Ditto 0/15/0
1 Couch 10/ Girth Loom 2/6 Swifts 5/ 0/17/6
23 Dozen of Flax Yarn 3 12/ 2 /6/0
6 1/2 Dozen of Tow Ditto 3 1/3 Dryd Apples 10/ 0/11/13
5 Bush Buck Wheat 3 3/ 0/15/0
173 lb Beef at 6 d 4/6/6 2 Sash 2/6 Laythe 5/ 4/14/0
Real 8c Spool Holder 4/6 1 Spinning Wheel 7/6 0 /12/0
1 Pare Tow Combs 1/ Dough Traugh 1/ Water i ng 0/5/9

Can 3/9
Quilting Frames 2/ 1 Hackle 5/
10 Bush Corn 3 4/
7 1/2 lbs Harnes Leather
Glue Pot & Glue 2/5 1 Pare Steelyards 12/
Razors Sc Case Sc Hone 10/ Sundry Small 

Articles 1/6 
Pocket Book
3 Blankets Sc Coverlids 15/ Pale Blue 

Bedstead Sc Sackens 7/6 
Red Beadstead Sc Sacken 
Cheese Prefs
Whilde Cherry Tree Boards 200 feet 3 20/

6 Hundred feet 
another Cheese Press
1 Large Bible 25/ Sewels History 10/
A Volumes of Gough’s History
2 Books Cald John Griffith 3 3/
1 Ditto John Wolman
1 Ditto Barnbys S. Pology 
1 Ditto William Edmonson 
1 Ditto John Churchman
1 Ditto Rickets Gough
2 Books Wm Law 9 d and Stephen Crifs 1/
1 Ditto Penn Barclay & Pike
1 Ditto Ready Reckoner 
1 Ditto Mary Mullemen Pomes 
1 Ditto John Richardson
guitars Chains 8c Harnes Collars Sc bridles

0/7/0
2/0/0
0 /10/0
0/14/6
0/ 11/6
0/0/9
1/2/6
0 / 10/0
0/7/6
2/0/0
0/5/0
1/15/0
1/ 10/0
0/6/0
0/2/6
0/3/9
0/2/6
0/2/0
0/2/0
0/1/9
0/ 1/0
0 / 1/0
0/ 1/0
0/2/0
2/9/0
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Large & small chaines 1/2/6
Cart Saddle Sc Sundrys 1/18/0
Waggon Rains Sc Bridle 0/5/0
Churn Sc Sundrys 0/15/0
Shingling Hatchet Sc Chopping Knife 0/4/0
Hommany Block Sc Sundreys 0/4/9
Seeder Rails Sc Posts 2/3/9
Flax Flaxseed Sc Sundrys 2 /12/0
Hoopsheads Sc Barrels 0/15/6
Mathiglam Sc Sundrys 1/0/0
Sidder Funnel & Sundrys 0 / 10/0
Lard Sc Sundrys 2/0/0
Leaf" Sc Cheese 8= Sundrys 1/3/0
Tallow Sc Sundrys 1/ 11/0
Sundry Queene ware Sc Earthen Ware Glafses

Sc Clopth 3/2/0
Knives Forks 3c Silver Spoons 2/3/6
Salt Sellars S Pewter Spoons 0 /8/0
Sundry Pewter Sc Sofourth 4/4/9
Flatirons Gridirons Sc Soforth 1/1/6
Seales Sc Sundrys 0/4/0
Sundry Shovels Sc Tongs Sc Pots Kettles Sc Sofourth 3 / 1 3 / 6
Sundry Seeder Ware 0/14/6
Brass Kettle Sc Two Hogs 4/2/0
7 Shotes 5/5/0
40£ lb Bacon 11/14/6
Sundry Clothes S= Linnings Sc Sofourth 24/3/9
Harrow 8- Large Screw Cutter 0/16/3
Total 336/16/1
Appraisers: William Marshall and Jacob Starr
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JAMES ERWIN 
Inventory July E, 1799
A true & perfect Inventory & conscionable appraisement 
of all & singular the goods and Chatties which were of 
James Erwin late of the Borough of Wilmington 8 County 
of Newcastle dec'd taken and appraised by the subscrib
ers hereunto July £, 1799
All the wearing apparel of the sd deceased 4-.00
£84- feet of Mahogany Stuff 5.68
6 sets Bedstead Stuff 3.00
a lot of Bedstead screws 8 glue 1.00

Total £13.68
Appraisers: Isaac Stevenson and William Cook
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JOHN F E R R I S , J R .

Inventory November 21, 1802

Inventory of the appraisment of the Goods & Chatties 
belonging to the Estate of John Ferris Junr late of the 
Borrough of Wilmington Deceased.
Wearing apparel 50.25
a Silver Watch 15.00
1 Bed Bolster Sc Pillows 20.00
Bedding for ditto 6.00
2 Coverlids 6.00
1 Bureau of Mahogany 15.00
1 Walnut Card Table 5.00
1 small Looking Glass .50
1 doz Bamboo Chairs 9.00
2 Arm ditto 2.50
1 Bed with Bolster & Pillows 10.00
1 Bedstead Sacking Bottom tO.OO
1 Suit of Curtains 15.00
Curtains Sc Cornice for Windows 3.00
Beding 10.00
12 Pillow cases 3.00
4 1/2 pair Sheets 12.50
1 Mahogany Bureau 15.00
1 ditto Breakfast Table 7.00
1 Looking Glafs 3.50
1 Easy Chair 5.00
Bed & Bolster 12.00
Bedstead Sc Sacking Bottom 5.00
Beding for do do 5.00
1 Bureau 8.00
Rag Carpet 2.00
Bed & Beding 10.00
1 Poplar Box .50
1 Bedstead 4.00
2 Painted Stands Sc Cornice 2.75
Writing Desk Sc Toylet Table 2.50
Lot of Sundries 2.50
Bed Bedstead Sc Beding 10.00
Small 3ed beding Sc Cott 6.00
Flock Bed Coverlid 2.00
Small Looking Glass .25
Eight Day Clock 60.00
Mahogany Desk 30.00
Circular Mahogany Bureau 26.00
A pair' of circular Card Tables 20.00
1 large Looking Glafs 11.00
2 Arm Bamboo Chairs and 10 Dining ditto 10.50
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Mahogany Stand S. 00
And Irons Shovel & Tongs 4.00
Lot of Books 45.00
Walnut Bureau 9.00
Clock Case 16.00
Candlestand S. 50
Table Linen S5.00
114 pieces of Canvafs SO. 00
Breakfast Table 3 .00
Painted Dining Table 1 .55
Cradle 8c Rocking Chair 3.00
Lot of China & Queensware 3.00
Shovel & Tongs 8c Andrions S. 00
Bel lows . .75
China 8< Sundries in Cupboard 35. AO
Walnut Sugar Case 1 .00
S Pr Shoes 1 .50
Kitchen Furniture 15.55
Sundries in the Celler 3.00
Saddle & Bridle 3.00
Sundries at Stable 1 .50
two Tons of Hay 34.00
Cow 8c Calf SS.00
Horse 50.00
Chair 8c Harnefs 85.00
Hearse 8c Harnefs IS.00
1600 feet Walnut Boards 8 $3.00 per 100 ft 33.00
573 do Sum do 6.00
150 do 1/S inch Walnut do $3.00 3.00
450 do Poplar do 5.S5
Bedstead Stuff 14.00
Shovels 8c Sundries 1 .75
Ten plate Stove in the Shop 16.00
Wheel Barrow 3.00
Grind Stone S. 00
Sundry Carpenters 8c Joiners Tools 4 3 .86
Sundry Ironmongery 80.51
Unfinished Cabinet work 10.50
Three Pine Cupboard 8c Writing Desk in Shop 3 .00
Lot of Lumber 6.75
466 feet Mahogany Boards 3 SO cents 
ISO do Walnut 8c Gum do

pr foot 93.50
80 do 1/S inch Poplar do .75
Joiner Shop Frame 50.00
1 open Stove 8.00
S Ten plate do 30.00
The Time of two Apprenctices 70.00
The Time of two Apprentice Girls 50.00
Sundries in the Paint Shop 38.00
Lott of Manure 9.00

R eproduced with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



2 0 2

£ Pine Chests & Trunk A-.00
TOTAL $1415.<V7
Appraised the 21st day of 11 mo 1802 by John Jones and 
John White
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JOHN F E R R I S , S R .

Inventory of the Goods and Chatties late of John Ferriss
dec'd appraised by Michael Megear and William Seal
according to Law.
Wearing apparel E5.00
Watch 10.00
Garret
E Beds at IE 1/E cents per lb wt 1 of

5 b 1 of 69 15.6S1/E
1 Bedstead 1.00
1 Old Table .50
1 do Chair .c5
1 Small Looking Glass .E5
1 Tin Bathing tub E.00
1 Large Chest 1.00
1 Lot of Bottles .E5
1 Old Coffee Mill .1E1/3
Backroom 3rd Story
1 Bed at E5 cents per lb wt 50 lbs IE.50
1 pair Sheets .75
1 do Blankets E.00
1 Bed Spread 1.50
1 Bed Stead and Sacken £.00
1 Bed stead E.00
1 Dressing Table 1.50
1 Small Looking Glass .37
1 Small Stand Wash Basin 1.00
6 Old Chairs Rush bottom 1.50
3 Blankets 3.00
E Coverlits 6.00
E Bedquilts 1.50

Front Room 3rd Story
1 Bed at E0 cents per lb wt 30 lbs o.OO
1 Bed Stead S.00
1 Set of Bed Curtains 4.00
1 Bureau 3.00
1 Wash Basin .£5
1 Looking Glass 1.00
6 Old Walnut Chairs 3.00
1 Paper Curtain .IE
1 Bed Qui1t 5.00
1 Small Piece of Bedticking .E5

Small Room 3rd Story
1 Bed at EO cents per lb wt EE lbs 6.40
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1 Bedstead and Sacken 3.00
£ Bed Quilts £.00
5 Sheets 1.H5
1 Old Dressing Table 3.00
1 Small Looking Glass .£5
£ Rush bottom Chairs .50
£ doz Pewter plates and Sundry large ones 1£.0G
1 Lot of Queens ware 3.50
Kitchen Loft
1 Brass Kettle £.00
1 do do Small .50
3 old Trunks 1.50
1 Lot of Old Carpeting .50 •
1 Basket and Lot of Old Barrels 1.00
Front Chamber £nd Story
1 Bed £0 cts per lb wt 54 lb 10.£0
1 Bedstead and Sacken 4.00
I Chest of Drawers 5.00
6 Pair of Sheets 5.00
II Napkins linen £.75
£ Bolster and two pairs pillow Cases £.00
4 Table Clothes 4.00
1 doz Cotton Napkins 3.00
1 old Cover lit .37
1 pair Elankets 3.00
1 do do £.50
£ Bed quilts 6.00
1 piece of Carpet " .50
1 Small Table 1.00
5 Bureau Covers l.£5
3 Table Cloths 3.00
£ do do 1.00
£ do do 1.00
8 Linen Sheets 4.00
9 Cotton da 5.00
5 Linen do 3.00
£ Cotton and Linen do £.00
1 Suit Calico Curtains and Bedspread 10.00
1 Suit ditto 5.00
1 Old Bed cover .50
£5 Pillow Cases 6.00
4 Window Curtains .50
13 TowelIs 3.00
6 ditto .87
1 Mahogany Bureau old 3.00
1 Walnut do 3.00
Old parts of Curtains 1.00
1 Looking Glass £.50
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1 Carpet 5.00
6 Mahogany Chairs 5.00
1 Sheet Iron Stove 2.00
3 Glass Jars . E5
1 Wash Stand Sasin and Ewer 2.00
1 Earthen Wash tub .50
3 Window Curtains paper .25
1 Fly Brush .25
1 Tongs and Shovel 1.00
Back Room 2nd Story
1 Bed 25 cents per lb 49 lbs 12.25
1 Bedstead 2.00
1 Desk- 6.00
1 Bureau 3.50
1 Toilette Glass 2.50
5 Old Chairs 2.00
1 Wash Stand Basin and Ewer 1.50
1 pair Andirons 1.00
3 Bed Quilts 3.00
6 Blankets 7.50
1 White Cotton Bedquilt 3.00
1 ditto Counterpane 4.00
1 ditto do 1.50
1 Cover lit 1.00
1 pair Sheets 1.00
1 Lot China and Queens ware 4-.00
1 Old Carpet 2.00
1 Liquor Case and Sundries 2.00
1 Lot of Books 15.00
Entry of Piazza
1 Carpet 2.00
1 Stair Carpet 4.00
Kitchen Chamber
1 Bed at 25 cts per lb wt 48 lbs 12.00
1 Bedstead and Sacken 2.00
1 Bureau 2.50
5 Chairs Old 5.00
1 Bedside Carpet 7 yds 3.50
2 Window Curtains .50
1 Looking Glass .50
1 Wash Basin and Pitcher .37
1 pair Sheets 1.50
Front Parlor
1 Old Sofa 6.00
1 Looking Glass 6.00
1 Small Mahogany table 3.50
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6 Mahogany Chairs 6.00
2 Windsor Chairs and Cushions 2.50
2 Stools 1 .00
1 Pair Andirons 6.00
1 Shovel and Tongs 1 .50
1 Matting Carppt 3.75
1 Lot Glass Jars 1.00
1 Pair Plated Candlesticks 3.00
2 Window Blinds 7.00
Entry
2 Carpets 6.00
1 Lamp 1.00

Back Sitting Room
6 Windsor Chairs 3.00
1 Clock 20.00
1 Walnut Table 5.00
1 Pair Card Tables 8.00
1 Looking Glass 3.00
1 Corner Cupboard 4.00
1 Let of Queensware 5.00
1 do Stoneware 2.00
1 do Knives and Forks 3.00
3 Lamps 1 .00
1 Lot of Sundries in Closet and Drawers 1.00
5 Table Cloths 3.00
16 Hand Towels 1 .00
1 Pair Andirons and Bar 1.00
1 Candlestand .50
1 Carpet 4.00
1 Painted Cloth .75
Back Parlour
2 Window Blinds 1.50
1 Carpet 8.80
1 Hearth Rug 2.00
1 Side board 20.00
1 Mahogany Dining Table 6.00
1 Portable Desk 3.CO 1 Looking Glass 5.00 8.00
8 Windsor Chairs 6.00 2 Arm Chairs 2.00 8.00
1 Table Carpet 1.00 2 Small Chairs 1.00 2.00
1 Caster Incomplete 1.50 6 Decanters 2.50 4.00
1 Sugar Bowl Plated 1.00 1 Sett of

Queensware 5.00 6.00
1 Lot Glass ware & 4 waiters A.00 1 Large

Waiter .75 4.75
1 Pair Andirons 2.00 1 Shovel and tongs 1.00 3.00
1 Bellows .37 1/2 1 Lot China ware 5.00 5.37 1/i
1 Lot Sundries 1 .00
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Cellar
1 Sey tub 1.00 1 Horse, Saw ax 1.50 2.50
1 Lot Lumber .50 1 pair Steps 1.00 1.50
1 Iron Door .25 1 Lot tubs, barrels 4-.50 4.75
1 Lot Earthenware 2.00 2 Iron

Mill gudgeons 2.00 4.00
1 Tub Soap 3.00 1 Iron pot .25 3.25
1 Cord of Wood 3.00
Ki tchen
1 Stove 10 plate 4.00 1 Bell metal Kettle 2.00 6.00
1 pr Andirons Shovel & Tongs 3.00 1 Lot

Tin Ware 4.00 7.00
1 Lot Candlesticks 2.00 1 Warming pan 1.00 3.00
1 do Queensware in upper Cupboard 2.00 1 pestle

& mortor in lower do 3.00 5.00
1 Lantern 1.00 2 old tables and bench 1.00 2.00
1 Lot tubs brushes 1.50 1 do pets &

Kitchen utensils 5.00 6.50
1 Lot of Sundries in the Yard .50
Stable
Hay at $8 per ton 2 tons 11 hd 3 20.70
2 Horses 150.00 1 Carriage and

Harness 125.00 275.00
1 Cutting Box 2.00 1 Wheel Barrow 2.00 4.00
1 Lot Shovels 1.00 1 Sleigh 5.00 6.00
1 Jack 2.00 1 Lot Sundries .50 2.50
Scattering
1 pair Gold Sleeve Buttons and one Gold

Stcck buckle 18 14.88
1 pair Globes 15.00 1 umbrella .75 15.75
1 Lot of Jugs 2.00 c pair spectacles 3.00 5.00
1 Bell .50

Si 1verware
1 Coffeepot wt 42 oz 15 yrs 50.00
12 Table Spoons 22 do 6 do 24.50
2 Salt Cellars 4 do 7 do 4.77
17 Tea Spoons and one Salt Spoon 7 do 16 do 8.52
1 Cream Jug 5 do 19 do 6.53
1 Ladle soup 7 ” 08 8.14
1 old Cream Jug 3 " 12 3.90
1 Tea Tongs 16 do .88
1 pair Old Shoebuckles 3 do 04 do 3.50
1 Pint Mug 14 oz 15.40
1 pipe old post Silver .50
Total $1104.47
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ZIBA FERRIS
An Inventory of the Goods and Chatties Rights St Cred i ts
of Ziba Ferriss late of the Borough of Wilmington
deceased and Appraised by us whose names are hereunto
subscribed this 15th Sc 16th Days of the 5th month 1799

His wearing Apparel 15/0/0
Riding Horse Saddle Bridle S. Saddle Sags 5/0/0
Riding Chair 7/10/0
his Purse or Ready Money one Hundred Dollars 37/10/0
In the largest Back Room upstairs
1 Feather Bed Bolster S. Pillows 7/10/0
1 low post Bedstead 1 suit White Curtains Rails

S. sacking 2 /12/6
9 pr of Sheets supposed 90 yards 31/6 . 6/15/0
7 pr Pillow Cases 3 2/6/6 9 Bolster Cases

3 1/6 each 9/3/6
3 Blankets 7/6 ea 9/2/6
2 Callico Eedquilts old 9/9 ea 0/18/9
1 Table Cloth St six Napkins of Diaper 0/13/0
1 Table Cloth 10/ 1 Ditto old 5/7 1/2 of

Huckaback 0/15/7 1/2
1 Callico Counterpane 7 yds 3 1/10 1/2 0/13/1 1/2
1 Piece Furniture Check 9 yds 3 9/6 yd 0/9/0
1 Case of Drawers of Wild Cherry o/O/O
1 Bureau ditto 2/5/0
1 Mahogany Card Table 60/ 1 Looking Blass 17/6 3/17/6
1 Ditto Arm Chair 9/17/6
1 Candle Stand of Wild Cherry 9/5/0
2 Walnut Trunks 3 7/6 ea 0/15/0
6 Rush Bottom'd Chairs 5 Slatts 0/15/0
In the large front Chamber
1 Feather Bed Bolster Sc Pillows 9/10/0
1 sett High Post Bedsteads St saking Bottom 0/18/9
1 suit Blue St White Diaper Curtains for Bed St

Windows 2 / 10/0
3 Blankets 3 7/6 ea 9/2/6
1 Blue St Wt wollen & Cotton Coverlids 9/10/0
1 Callico Coverlid lind with green Baize 9/0/0
1 Blue St Wt Coverlid Do 9/10/0
1 Bureau of Wild Cherry 3/0/0
1 Drefsing Table of Walnut 9/2/6
1 Spice Box Do 9/5/0
6 Rush Bottomd Chairs 9 Slatts painted •

Brown 1/10 1/S ea 0/11/3
1 Looking Glafs 0/2/6
1 Wooden Box 0 /2/6
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North Front Room 
1 Feather Bed Bolster Sc Pillows 
1 Walnut Case of Drawers 
1 Ditto Bureau
3 Mohogany Portable Desks 30/ea
5 Suits of Window Curtains 5/ ea
6 Rush Bottomd Chairs 4 Slatts 1/00 1/S ea 
3 Blankets 3 7/6 ea 1 Callico Sc linnen

Bedquilts old 10/

5/1S/6
4/0/0
4/17/6
3/0/0
0/ 10/0
0/11/3
4/IS/6

North East Back Room
1 Bed Bolster Sc Pillows 3/0/0
Bedstead 8c Sacking Bottom 4/0/0
1 pr Blankets IS/ 3 Old thin Blankets do

3 3/9 ea 4/3/3
1 Green Sc Brown Bed quilts 0/10/0
1 pr Sheets 1 pr Pillow cases 8< a Bolster Case

old 8c much worn 0/5/0
4 pr of Sheets Do 3 15/pair 3/0/0
1 Walnut Bureau 4/S/6
1 Looking Glafs 0/7/6
1 Poplar Candlestand 0/7/6

Kitchen Chamber
1 Feather Bed bolster 8c Pillows 
I Bedstead 8c Sacking Bottom 
3 Blankets old 8c thin 
1 Coverlid Do
1 pr Sheets Pillow Cases Sc bolster Case Do 
1 Feather Bed 8c Bolster 
1 Old Coverlid 
1 Bedstead Sc Sacking Bottom 
3 small Linnen Window Curtains 
1 Poplar Candle Stand

E/13/6
0/15/0
0/10/0
0/7/6
0/5/0
4/10/0
0/3/9
0 / 10/0
0/ 1/6
0/6/0

Back Room in the Garrett
1 Bed Sc Bolser
Bedstead 8c Sacking Bottom
1 pr Sheets Sc 1 Bolster Case all old Sc thin
1 pr of Old Blankets
1 Coverlid
1 Feather Bed Sc Bolster 
1 Bedstead Sc Sacking Bottom 
1 pr of Sheets Sc 1 Bolster Case 
1 small Catt Tail Bed 
Bedstead
1 pr Old Blankets 
1 Green Rug 5/ 1 Blue Rug do 5/
3 Pine Chests Sc 1 Poplar Do 3 7/6 ea
1 Sett Iron Curtain Rods

4/0/0 
0/15/0 
0/5/0 
0/6/0 
0/ 10/0 
2/13/6 
0/15/0 
0/7/6 
0/11/3 
0/7/6 
0 /6/0 
0/ 10/0 
4/10/0 
0/5/0
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Front Room in the Garrett
1 Chest 0/2/6
8 lg of Flax 3 10 0/6/8
1 Old side saddle 0/10/0
2 pr of Old Cards 8. 1 pair Midling 3 2/6 0/7/6
1 long Wheel 10/ 1 old Reel 2/6 0/12/6
1 Flax Wheel 0/3/9
1 Old Brafs Warming Pang Past using 0/2/0
1 Close Stool Chair 0/5/0
1 Piece Green Baize about 3 yds 8c 1/2 stained 0/10/0
Front Parlor 
1 Eight Day Clock 8c Case 
1 Walnut Desk 8c Book Case 
1 Ditto Dining Table 
1 Mahogany Breakfast Table 
1 Walnut Tea Table 
1 Ditto Arm Chair
1 Painted Candle Stand
2 Round Backd Winsor Charis 
1/2 Dozn Common Do 
1 Large Open Stove 
1 pr Brafs Topt hand Irons 10/ 1

Shovel 
1 pr Brafs Nose Bellows 
10 Yellow Plates 3, 3/9 Dozn
3 Dishes 3 1/ea 7 small qreen Edged

Plates 1/10 1/2 
1/2 Dozn Queens Ware Coffee Cups 8c Saucers
3 Brown Tea Potts 3 1/6 ea
1 pr Blue 8c White Tea potts
1 large Tea Pott Cream Jugg S< Slop Bowl
1 Lott of Glafs Ware Wine Glafes Tumblers 
Delph Bowl 1 China Do 8c Cream Jugg 
Sundry Books

pr Tongs 8c

12/0/0
7/10/0
4/5/0
2/5/0
4/2/6
4/2/6
0/7/6
0/7/0
0/18/0
3/10/0

0/15/0 
0/2/6 

0/5/7 1/2

0/4/10 1/2 
0/2/0 
0/4/6 
0/3/0 
0/2/5 
0/6/0 
0/7/0 
6/ 10/0

Back Parlor
1 Walnut Case of Drawers 4/0/0
2 Pine Dining Tables 3 18/9 ea 4/17/6 
1/2 Dozn Rush Bottom'd Chairs 5 slatts 11/3 1

Arm Chair Do 3/9 0/15/0
1 Pine Stand Painted Mahogany Colour 0/12/6
1 Looking Glafs 45/ 1 Hatt Box 1 2/6/0
1 pr Brafs Topt hand Irons 10/ Tongs 8c shovel 8 / 0/15/0
1 Walnut Box 0/3/9
3 Dishes 8c 7 Plates of Delph Ware 0/10/0
1 lott Glafs Ware 10 Pieces Decanters Tumblers 0/7/6
4 small Waiters 3 16/ 8c 1 Tea Cannister 1/ 0/2/6
1/2 Dozn Blue 8c White Cups 8c Saucers 0/3/6
2 pair of Pickle Shells 0/1/0
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1 Lott of Glafs 8c Blue 8c White Ware 0/7/6
In the Entry 8c Entry Closet
1 Glafs Lanthorn 7/6 1 pr Fire Buckets 15/ 4/S/6
6 Pewter Dishes 4/3/6
1 Ditto Quart Mug straight side 0/S/6
3 Do Basons 0/9/4 1/S
IS Do Plates 4/2/6
7 Do Porrengers 0/18/1 1/S
1 Do Quart Mug Bulgd side 0/5/0
IS Do Plates 0/18/0
1 Do Pint Mug 0/3/6
6 Do small soop Plates 0/7/6
1 Lott of Yellow Ware some broke 8c some whole 4/S/6
7 China Cups Sc Saucers 1 Bowl S> 1 Cream Jugg 0/4/6
1 Dozn Silver Tea spoons 4/7/6
1 Silver Tankard 35 oz 7 p 10/2/6
Little Back Room 
1 Open Stove
1 pr Hand Irons 3/9 Tongs 8c Shovel 3/9 
1 small Poplar Couch 
1 Painted Breakfast Table 
4 Old Rush Bottomd Chairs 
1 small looking Slafs 
1 pr Blue 8e White Striped Curtains 
1 Lett of sundries Viols 8cC in the Closet 
1/S Dozn Yellow Plates

In the Kitchen
3 old Pewter Dishes 0/6/0
1 Dozn Ditto Plates 0 /10/0
1/S Dczn Do Porrengers 0/6/0
1 Do Tea Pott 1/ 1/S Dozn Pewter Spoons 1/6 0/2/ 6
1 Lott of Tinn Ware 0/8/0
1 Copper Coffee Pots 0/3/9
1 Lott of Sundries Earthen Ware in the Closet 0/7/6
4 Candlesticks 0 /6/0
4 Iron Potts 8c a Broken Bake Kettle 0/17/6
5 Sad Irons 0/7/6
1 Iron Ladle 8c 1 Brafs skimmer 0/2/0
1 pr Bellows 0/2/6
1 pr Hand Irons 7/6 Tongs 8c Shovel very old 2/6 0/ 10/0
1 Copper Tea Kettle 10/ 8c 1 Sauce Pan 3/9 0/13/9
2 Old Pine Tables 5/ S Eenches S/6 0/7/6
1 square Table Do 0/7/6
5 Old Rush Bottomd Chairs 8 1/ ea 0/5/0
1 Candle Box 8c 1 Salt Box 0 /1/6

Front Cellar

3/0/0 
0/7/6 

0/1/10 1/S 
0/4/6 
0/3/9 
0/5/0 
0/6/0 
0/3/6 
0/ 1/0
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6 Washing Tubs 0 2/6 each 0/15/0
2 Cedar Churns 0/2/6
2 Ditto Buckets 2c 3 Pails 0/5/0
2 Wooden Bowls 2 Trays 8c 1 Ladle 0/3/9
1 Copper Washing Kettle 4/10/0
1 Ditto smaller 4/0/0
1 Ditto old Tea Kettle 0/2/6
1 7 Gallon Iron Pott 0/ 10/0
1 Iron Kettle 8c 1 Skillett 0/5/0
2 Old Coffee Mills 5/ 1 Do Frying Pan 1/ pr

Steelyards 5/ 0/11/10
1/2 1 Do Griddle 2/6 1 Gridiron 2/S 0/5/0
1 Dripping Pan 8c 6 old Tirsn Plates 0/2/0
1 Brafs Pan 0/3/9
a Earthen Potts 8c 8 Pans 0 3 each 0/4/0
i lott of common Earthen Ware Plates 8cC 0 /10/0 1/2
1/2 Barrel of Soft Soap 0/7/6
6 old Barrels 0/3/0
3 Cives 8c 1 Basket 0/2/6
1 Watering Chopping Box 8c Knife 0/2/6
18 of Tallow 0 10 0/15/0
1 small Brafs Kettle 8< 1 Bell Metal Do 0/15/0
1 Lott of Tinn 8e Earthen Ware 0/6/0
4 Dozn Black Battles 0/12/0
1 Barrell with Pickle Pork 3/0/0
1 Powdering Tub 8. Salt 0/ 10/0
1 Vinegar Cask 8c 2 Kegs 0/2/6
8 Safe 2 Chests 8c a Box 0/7/6
1 10 Gallon Keg of Cyder 0/ 10/0
6 Gammons 0 7/6 ea 2/5/0
5 Pieces Dry'd Beef 6 / 1 Powdering Tub 2/6 0/8/6
In the Middle Cellar
2 old Dough Troughs 0 /10/0 1/2
1 Lott of Sundries 0/2/6
1 Tinn Candle Box Sc Lanthorn 0/ 1/6
1 Old Powdering Tub 1 half Earrel 8c a Sugar Box 0/7/6
2 Milch Cows 0 100 ea 10/0/0
30 Dozn of Spun Worsted 0 2/pr Dozn 3/0/0
10 lb 8c a half Wollen yarn 2/ 4/4/0
5 Dozn spun Cotton 2/ 0/ 10/0
26 Dozn Flax yarn 1/10 1/2 2/8/9
1 Dozn Two yarn 0/1/0
18 yds of Tow Linnen 1/ 10 1/2 4/13/9
6 Dozn Flaxen yarn at the Whitemens 1/10 1/2 0/11/3
3 Diaper Table Cloths 8c 3 Napkins 12 yds 0 3/ 1/16/0
3 long Towels 8c 6 Napkins much worn 0/5/0
2 Table Cloths of Tow Huckaback 0/9/4 1/2
3 Ditto very old 0/5/0
2 Loads of Flax 0 30/ pr load 3/0/0
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1 Copper Warming Pan 0/11/3
3 Dozn Knives & Forks 8 4/2 dozn 
New Furniture in the Store Rcom

0/ 12/6

1 Mahogany Bureau 6 /0/0
1 Walnut Ditto 3/10/0
1 Ditto Desk 7/10/0
1 Low Post Bedstead 4/2/6
1 Walnut Dining Table 2 / 12/6
1 High Post Bedstead 4/17/6
1 Pine Chest 12/6 1 Seamans Chest Do 15/ 4/7/6
1 Pine Table 0 /12/6
1 Walnut Candle Stand 4/0/0
3 Ditto Tea Tables 21/8 each 3/5/0
1 Ditto Breakfast TAble 2/5/0
1 Cherry Ditto 2/7/6
1 Pine Dough Trough 0 /10/0
1 Second hand Bedstead 0/7/6
16 Mahogany Bannisters 3 1/3 ea 4/0/0
20 of Hair to Curl for Upholsters 8 pr C/13/4
1 Poplar Candle Stand Painted Mahogany Colour 0/5/0
2 Boxes with Brafs Furniture hinges Coffin Plates 20/0/0

In the Work Shop
52 Joiners Moulding Planes 8 2/each 5/4/0
31 Carpenters Moulding Do large with Totes 2/6 3/17/6
37 Ditto Do without Totes 2/ 3/14/0
13 Smoothing Planes 1/ 0/13/0
4 Jack Planes 1/10 1/2 0/7/6
8 Fore Planes 2/6 4/0/0
4 Jointers Do 3/4 0/15/0
3 Handsaws 2 5) 7/6 ea & 1 at 3/9 0/1S/9
3 Sash Saws & 1 Dove Tail 8 3/9 ea 0/15/0
2 Iron Squres 1/3 0/2/6
A Lott of Sundries Chifels Gouges Brace Bitts &c 4/2/6
3 Augers 4 Hatchets & 4 Candlesticks - 0/13/4
1 Iron Clamp 11/3 1 Ditto stake 1/10 1/2 0/13/1 1/2
1 Turkey Oil Stone 22/6 4 Glue Kettles 3) 2 ea 4/10/6
2 Whip saws for sawing Mohogany 15/er 4/10/0
2 Wooden Clamps 3/4 2 hold fasts 2/ 1 re for

cutting screws 3/9 0/9/6
1 Frame Saw 5/ 1 Bench Vice 5/ 1 Grindstone

comp.d 15/ 4/5/0
30 Feet Mahogany Boards 8 11/ 4/10/0
1 Walnut Close stool Chair 4/10/0

In the Shop yard
3377 Feet of Inch Walnut Boards 3 15/pr 100 25/6/6
1772 Do of Poplat Do 7/6 7/7/10
150 Do Do 2 In Plank is 330 ft 9/ 8/7/0
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71E Do Mahogany 1/6 foot 35/12/0
216 Do Oak scanlin 2 3/A- by 1 3/A 7/6 0/16/2 1/2
611 Do Inch Pine Baords 7/6 2/5/9 1/2
15 Sett of Bedstead Stuff 3/6 sett 2/12/6
21A7 Feet of Inch Walnut Boards 17/6 19/A/6
822 Do 1/2 Inch Do 15/ ' 6/3/3
360 Do of Wild Cherry Tree Boards very good 18/ 3/A/9
250 Do inferior 11/3 A/S/1 1/2
135 Do Do 11/3 0/15/2 1/2
8A Do Do 11/3 0/9/5
190 Table Sate Stuff 10/ 0/19/0
630 Do Inch Walnut Boards 11/3 3/10/10 1/2
A66 Do Do 7/6 A/15/0
96 Do Do 5/ O/A/9 1/2
225 Do Do 15/ A/13/9
22 Walnut Logs for Tea Table Pillars 5> 6 ea 0/11/0
600 Feet of Lath 7/6 2/5/0
380 Do Cedar Boards 12/6 2/7/6
17A Do Oak Scant 1 in 8 /A 0/1A /6
275 Do White Pine Boards 13/9 2/11/6 3/A
1 Lott of Different sorts of Offall stuff 2/5/0
1 Hearse for Carrying the Dead 3/0/0
1 Turning Lathe with the Appurtenances 3/0/0
1 Wheel Barrow 0 /2 /o
1 Cart & Geers 5/0/0
1 Sheet Iron Stove 8c Pipe much worn 0 / IS/9
5 Shop Benches 3 7/6 ea A/17/6
2 Pitch Forks 8c 2 Hay Rakes 0 /2/0
2 Broad Shovels 5/ 2 spades 5/ 0/10/0
1 Iron Crow Barr 7/6 1 woodsaw 5/ 0 /12/c
3 candlestand tops 8c pillars 3 1/10 1/2 ea 0/5/7 1/2
1 tea table pillar 0/0/6
1 pr chair shafts just sawd out 0/2/6
6 Washing machine wheels 16/A A/ 13/0

Total 527/3/11 1/2

Appraisers: John White 8. Sam. Byrnes
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FRANCIS MCMULLIN GARDNER
Inventory of the goods and Chatties of Francis M. 
Gardner, late of the Borough of Wilmington deed as 
appraised by David Brinton and Joseph Hoopes
One Feather bed, bolsters 8. pillows £0.00
One common beadstead 8. sacking bottom 3.50
One pair brafs andirons, I shovel & 5.00

£ pair tongs
One arm Chair 8c Cushion .67
One traveling close stool with E tin pans .50
One Chamber do with 1 do .50
One lot tin ware 1.00
One Camblet cloak 1.50
One basket, E bottles 8c jug .E5
One box for holding papers .50
two pair shoes 1.00
E Vols Blair’s Sermons 1.50
Guthries Geography with map 3.00
One Mahogany Bureau 5.00
One Back Gammon table 3.00
two powdering tubs E .00
one Safe .67
3 1/E kegs ground Spanish brown 3.00
one hoe . IS
one writing table -E5
one Settee 4.00
3 blankets 6.00
One coverlet 4 sheets 3 pillow cases 3.00
4 good sheets, 3 pair pillow cases 8.00
E cloth gows 1 pair cloth socks S.50
E summer gowns 1.00
1 cloth coat, S waistcoats, E pair buckles 3.00
5 pair leggings 3 pair thread stockings 1.50
4 summer waistcoats 1.00
3 neck cloths E nyht caps .75
E silk handkerchiefs 1.E5
Six good 8c 4 old sheets 10.00
four pair Nankeen brushes 1.00
3 flannel gowns, E flannel shirts,

1 pair drawers 1.50
4 pair yarn stocking 1.00
Map of Wilmington .75
one pair candlesticks 8c snuffers 1.50
Small Bible .50
one Silver and 1 tortishell box S.00
one port Manteau E.00
One Small hand Carriage 10.00
Sap pine boards say 100 feet Sc pad lock 1.E5
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one mattocks .50
two shovels .40
11 barrels 5.50
one coffee mill .50
One phaeton with plated harnefs 130.00
one horse 45.00
Total: $303.36
384 Bushels Indian Corn 0 5/6 $281.60
18 1/2 Bushels Rye 0 5/ 12.33
4 Bushels Wheat 9/4 5.00
104 Bushels Wheat 0 9/4 130.00
Total $428.93
Appraisers: David Brintcn and Joseph Hoopes
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TIMOTHY HANSON
Inventory of the Goods and Chatties of Timothy Hanson 
late of the Borough of Wilmington in the County of Mew 
Castle deceased as appraised by Thomas Jefferis and 
Samuel Nichols December 10, 1798
Specific legacy to Samuel Hanson
All the deceased wearing apparel 70.00
1 Gold watch 110.00
Specific Legacy to Mary Hanson W idow
1 Mahogany Tea Table 4-.00
6 Silver Table Spoons 6 Tea Spoons

wt 14 1/2 oz at 114 Cents P oz 16.43
Sugar Tongs & Cream Jug wt 6 1/2 oz

at 114 P oz 7.41
1 Looking Glass 6.00
6 Walnut Chairs at 200 cents each 12.00
1 Feather bed beding & curtains with bedstead 52.00 
1 Bureau (mahogany) 14.00
1 Card Table (mahogany) 6.00
1 Pair Iron Candlesticks 1.00
Front Room down stairs
1 Eight day Clock 35.00
1 Large looking Glass 15.00
1 large waiter & 2 servers 2.00
3 pair of low post bedsteads 8.00
3 armed bamboo chairs 7.50
20 Bamboo Chairs at 110 cents each 22.00

Parlour down stairs
1 large looking glass 15.00
7 old Bamboo Chairs at 75 cents each 5.25
4 Windsor Chairs at 60 cents each 2.50
2 Pair brafs Andirons o.OO
2 Pair bellows 1.00
Shovel & Tongs 1.75
1 Brass Candlestick & Snuffers .50
2 Queen Metle Candlesticks with extinguishers 1.50 
1 Mahogany dining Table and furniture brush 7.20
9 Winsor chairs at 60 cents each 5.40
3 Table Spoons 4 Tea Spoons and 1 Cream

pot wt 11 oz at 114 cents P oz 12.54
Sundry china in Closet and 1 Demi John 5.50
1 Looking glass 6.00
1 Small walnut dining Table 4.00

Kitchen Parlour
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1 Small painted Table 1.00
1 pair of Andirons 1.50
1 can of rasors &= 1 shaving brush .45
a lot of Pewter and patty pans 1.00
1 lot of queensware Sc 4 knives & 4 forks 4.00
1 Painted poplar Candlestand 1.00
1 Wheel Barrow 4.00
1 large brass Kettle
Cole rake water pot & sundres with mortar &

6.00

pesto1 1 .00
1 Frying pan and meat ax
1 Old Table 50 cents a lot of earthenware

1.00

75 cents 1.25
a lot of Queensware and bottles 1.00
1 Box of knives Sc skimers 
1 Bake Iron 75 cents 1 pot Sc skillet

.75

75 cents 1.50
1 Spade and lanthorn . 35
5 Winsor Chairs at E5 cents each 1.35
1 Coffee mill S. S clothe lines .75
1 Bell mettle kettle 3.50
1 Warming pan 1.50
1 Iron pot Sc skillet 1.00
Shovel and Tongs 1.00
1 pair of and Irons 1.50
4 flat irons 1.60
3 Cedar washing tubs 1 bucket Sc 1 Gridiron 1.75
1 Temen Sc 1 lot of Queensware 
1 Iren tea Kettle 80 cents one lot of

1.55

tin ware 50 cents 1.30
a lot of Earthenware 

Front Chamber upstairs

.35

1 Bureau 15.00
2 armed bamboo Chairs with Cushions o . 00
3 paper Window Curtains .50
3 1/4 yd broad Cloath 7.35
16 yd of linen at 30 cents pr yd 4.80
1 Large leather Trunk 3 .00
1 Doz Knives Sc Forks 1.50
1 Walnut Close Stool 3.00
6 Winsor Chairs 3.60
8 Pair of Sheets 35.00
1 Matraf bed with cover 3.00
1 Feather bed sacking bottom and bolster 
4-pair of pillow cases S00 cents seven

13.00
Table Clothes E70 4.70

8 Towels 3.00
13 Coars ditto 1.50
9 old blankets 7.35
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1 Coverlid & 2 bed quilts 5.50
1 feather bed boulster pillow Sc sacking bottom 10.00
1 Feather Bed Boulster 2 pillows Sc

sacking bottom 15.00

Back Chamber Upstairs
1 Old Desk 4.00
1 Bed Bedstead Curtains Coverlid Sc small

piece of carpet .30
3 Winsor Chairs 1.50
1 Looking Glass and paper window curtains 6.20

Kitchen Chamber
1 Looking Glass 1.00
1 Dressing Table 3.00
1 Bamboo Chairs at 140 cents 4.20
3 paper Window Curtains and a lot of bocks 1.30
Back Kitchen Chamber
1 looking Glass .50
3 Winsor Chairs at 50 cents 1.50
1 Bridle Sc string Sc paper Curtains .30
1 soram Hat 2.50
Third Story and Garret
17 frames of sash 8 lights each at 45 cents per

frame 7.65
It ditto 6 ditto 30 ditto 3.30
a lot of planes 2.00
1 Chopping Knife and box .45
11 winsor chairs at 60 cents each 6.60
8 bamboo ditto at 100 ditto 8.80
3 armed ditto at 160 ditto 4.80
7 ditto not painted at 110 cents 7.70
37 Bamboo Chairs not painted at 90 cents 33.30
83 Winsor chairs not painted at 50 ditto 41.50
2 stools not painted .75
3 spinning wheels one reel Sc winding blades 1.50
1 Entry Cloth Sc bedstead irons 3.50
4 pillows one old sacking bottom Sc 3

old blankets 5.25
a remnant of canvas 2.00
1 old carpet Sc 4 striped coverlids 3.50
1 Pair of saddle bags . 2.00
2 trunks Sc 2 old flour casks .25
In Cellar
6 barrels of mackral at 500 cents 30.00
a small quantity of mackrel in a barrel 1.00
8 gallons spirits of Turpentine at 50 cents 4.00
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1 six plate stove o.OO
9 Gallon Varnish at 60 cents 5.4C
a lot of Wood in Kichen Parolor Cellar 16.00
a lot of Maple ditto 1.00
a lot of Wood in Kicthen Cellar 10.00
1 Dough Tray & 2 empty casks .50
2 Pickling Tubs & some Vinager 3.00
Wood in the East side of houes cellar 26.00
ditto on the West side ditto 12.00
soap tub 8c Wooden rake 1.00

Kitchen Garret
14- Window frames at 200 cents each 2B.00
5 pair window shutters at 200 cents . 10.00

In Yard
a lot of earthenware .12
4 Drawer locks .4-0
1 Copper boiler 9.00
1 Iron pot 1.00
a lot of old iron 5 old flour casks and

2 pails .75
Water Cask 8c ash tub 1.00
a lot of fire wood 4.50
1 safe & 3 benches 2.40
Shop
1 grindstone 2.00
1 glue kettle .50
2 iron vises 10.00
a lot of boards and cedar posts 2.00
3 sheets of brass wire for cellar windows 3.00
1 grindstone and work bench 1.00
34 w i n s o r  chairs at 60 cents 20.40
1 fishing line and lead 25 cents seratch

beed and Tapen .90
a large heap of stone in the street 20.00
5042 Rods at 60 cents pr 100 30.25
4267 feet at 150 cents pr 100 64.00
2330 stretchers at 112 cents pr 100 26.09
12 top rails bent at 55 cents pr dozen 6.60
45 bamboo bows bent at B4 cents pr dozen 3.15
470 ditto unbent 200 pr 100 9.40
462 chair bottoms 100 cents pr doz 42.35
236 1/2 feet winsor chair plank at 300 cents

pr 100 7.09
34 stools at 30 cents each 10.20
1 work bench 1.00
a lot of tools 15.00
1 work bench 1.00
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1 paint stone and muller 1.00
a lot of paint pots 1.00
a small quantity of dry paint .75
62 walnut arms for chairs at 50 cents pr dcz 15.00 
a lath for turning 1.00
a small heap of manure in yard 1.55
Total S 1290.71
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WILLIAM JONES
Inventory August 30, 1S71
List of Appraised Property made 
Lewis F. Adair Aug. 11 1871

By James A. Parsons,

First Flore in Shop
E Doz Winsor chairs 10.00 20.00
2 low rockers 1.20 2.40
1 Nuns chair rocker 1.45
2 arm chairs 2.50 5.00
11 childrends .95 10.45
2 Carn Arm rockers 3.50 7.00
1 towel rack .25
2 cain chairs 1.20 2.40
1 childs chair .50
5 Hurst matterses 4.00 20.00
2 ditto ditto 3.00 6.00
1 ditto small .50
4 cottage bedsteds 4.00 16.00
4 Union bed steads 4.50 18.00
2 small Jennylin steds 6.00 12.00
1 panel cotage sted 3.50
6 wash stands 1.50 9.00
3 cradles 1.75 5.25
1 settea 3.50
3 pine tabels 9.00
6 spring bedds 3.50 21.00
1 hat rack 5.00
1 plain beaurore 9.00
2 walnut sidebords 15.00 30.00
2 extension tables 20.00 40.00
3 ditto ditto IS.00 34.00
2 jennalin bedsteds 5.00 10.00
4 Dressing Bureaus 25.00 100.00
7 marbel top wash stands 15.00 105.00
1 without marbel 7.00
2 walnut secatary not finished 20.00 40.00
1 damaged marbel slab .25
1 sofa first quality 25.00
1 ditto green rep. 20.00
1 bolt sofa old stile 10.00
2 Green Rp Lounges 10.00 20.00
1 common ditto 5.00
1 dressing case 3.00
1 standard and frame 5.00
1 etagar 12.00
1 hanging hat rack 3.00
teapoy tabels 1.50 3.00
1 gentelman's arm chair e.oo
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3 parler chairs green 4-.00 IE.00
4 ditto ditto H.C. 5.00 SO.00
3 towel racks 1.00 3.00
E parler chairs H.C. 3.00 6.00
4 parler chairs H. C. 4.00 16.00
8k parler green fancy chairs 4-.00 3E.00
E walnut chamber sets 70.00 140.00
E parler tabels 10.00 E0.00
3 marbel top tabels S.00 E4.00
E extension tabels 18.00 36.00
3 old kane chairs 1.00 3.00
6 looking glasses .15 .90
6 ditto .£5 1.50
3 ditto .30 • .30
1 ditto .75
1 ditto l.OO'l ditto 1.50 S.50
E ditto .35 .70
E ditto .50 1.00
5 ditto .85 1.70
1 ditto 1.00
E ditto E.00 4.00
S ditto E.E5 4.50
1 walnut ditto 3.00
E marbel top stands 16.00
1 Bents Arm chair 15.00
1 chamber set 100.00
1 wash stand IE.00
1 Beaurou case and marbel 15.00
E walnut jennylin bedsteds EE.50 45.00
E ditto ditto ditto E5.00 50.00
1 ditto ditto ditto 13.00
E extention tabels 18.00 36.00
1 beaurou without glass EO.CO
E ice boxes and stools IE.50 E5.00
1 automan 1.00
E wheel barrows S.50 5.00
150 feet 5/8 walnut bords 6 cts fct 9.00
9 feet pine bords 3 cts fat E.70
57 feet walnut 1 1/E thick 8 cts fot 4.36
1 lot cull ins 1.00
1 lot hand screws .E5
640 feet 5/8 walnut bords 6 cts foot 38.40
160 feet 4/4 walnut bords 8 cts foot IE.80
E00 feet 5/8 poplar bords 4 cts foot 8.00
EE5 feet 1/E poplar bords E cts foot 4.50
330 feet 4/4 pine bords 4 cts foot 13.SO
450 feet 1/E in Pine bords E cts foot 9.08
140 slats for bed steds 5 7.00
1 lot cullin bords .£5
100 D Common Hair 10 10.00
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25 ditto ditto ditto 25 6.25
1 lot moss and ebbersou 1.00
3 grose of springs 2.50 7.50
1 lot web and gleu .75
5 chair frames 3.00 15.00
1 lot cutt ing 1.50
4 pine tabels not finished 2.50 10.00
5 lounge frames 2.00 10.00
1 lot cottings in loft .50
10 beaureau carcasses 10.00 100.00
4 unfinished singles walnut bedsteds 15.00
6 frames and standerds 5.00 30.00
1 lot varnish cups and brushes 1.00
18 walnut coffins 5.00 90.00
28 walnut coffins small 2.00 36.00
residue on 4 flour .50
2 unfinished bed steds 7.00 14.00
2 marbel slabs for beaurou 5.00 10.'00
1 lot varnish in seller 15.00
2 small ice boxes 1.50 3.00
residue in seller 1 .00
TOTAL IN SHOP $1929.04

Household Goods
1 sofa in front parler 20.00
1 lades arm chair 5.00
4 chairs 2.50 10.00
1 table 10.00
1 looking glass 5.00
2 window blinds 1.00 2.00
3 pictures .50 1.50
2 stools .25 .50
1 lot carpet in parlor 3.00
1 lounge in siting room 5.00
4 chairs in siting room 8.00
1 rocking chair 3.00
1 secretary 8.00
1 window blind .50
1 looking glass .50
1 tabel 4.00
1 picture .50
1 cook stove in kitchen 5.00
1 old settea .25
1 tabel 2.50
4 old chairs .25 . 60
1 old rocker .50
1 looking glass .25
1 old clock .25
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carpet 1.00
lot Queensware 1.00
ice cooler .25
tubs .50 1.50
beauou in bed room upstairs 5.00
bed sted up stairs back room 1.50
looking glass .75
rokin chair .25
chairs .75
matras 2 pillows 1 bolster 5.00
stove 3.00
carpet 2.50
matras in 3 story 2.50
bed sted 3.00
stand tabel .25
stove 1 .00
carpet .50
bed stead in 3 story front A. 00
fether bed 5.00
matras 3.00
fether bed 4.00
wash stand 1.00
bole and pitcher .50
carpet 5.00
looking glass .75
bed quilt .75 1.50
lot bed cloths 5.00
entry carpet on 3 flour 2.00
entry carpet on 2 flour 2.00
entry carpet stair carpet 5.00
bed matras .75

)TAL ESTATE INVENTORY 
.fe Eliza Jones.

$2094.14
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SAMUEL NILES
Inventory September £7, 1796
wearing apparel 
a quadrant 
a watch
one sett of the Encylopedia Britannia 
about 3000 feet of Beech scantling at 
£2/10/0
a quantity of split beech 
a lot of old planes 
a lot of new planes 
a lot of plane irons 
a bed and bedding 
a grindstone and 2 benches 
one share in the Bank of Delaware 
4-9/15/0
1/6 of the Brig Active 
117/3/9
8781 lbs of Coffee S> 1/10 per lb 
8£3/£/102
4510 lbs of Coffee 9 2/4 pr lb 
422/16/3
About 500 lbs of cotton 9 2/4 
Three acres of marsh grass 
an old stove
Sundries-a blank book ink stand etc.
Total 
1614/2/0
Appraisers Nicholas Robinson and Thomas Byrnes
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2 IBA FERRIS, CABINETMAKER, ACCOUNTS 1790-1794
"Ziba Ferris's Memorandom for 1790"*

*To make a Cherry table 3 feet bed 14 inches leaf EO 
inches bed for John Morton 

*a pine brakefaft table 3=3 for Samuel Stroud 
*a bedfted with Doom rails for John Dickinfcn 
*a Defk and burae for Cafper Wifter 
*a Walnut Buroe for James Given 
*a Cherry Buroe for John Dickinfcn 
*a tee Table for a Man near Elk 3=E wide 
*a High Bedfted for Gunning Bedford Newcaftle 
*a Candle Stand for Elijh Brown of Cherry 
a Case of Drawrs for Cornelus Stidham 
a cafe of Drawrs for John Lamborne 
a tee table for Wm Wollefton 
a Clos Stool Chair of Cherry for F Lea 
*Elijah Brown Cherry Stand 
Walnut Stand for Mary Folwell
E Set of Venetian blinds E4 lights by 4 G Bedford 
Sofa hanfon's Cherry brakefaft table S. Stand 
A Cafe of Drawrs & table for Evin Evins near Wm Armers 
*To make a Step ladder to out on Thomas Mendenhalls Roo 
*A pair of bedfteds for G Read 6=6 by 6 high
1791
*to make a Cherry buroe for S Sharpies 

a brakefaft table of Cherry 
a pine table to be painted 
a doughtrough 
high poft bedfteds 
a Cherry Bookcafe & Square table 

*a waggon with a top for E Yarnel
*-A Cafe with 9 draws for Joshua Sharpies
*3 teetables
*A Cannopy Raild Bedfted for G Bedfor of Newcaftle 5=4

by 6 pofts feet 6 high or 6 feet beft Sacking bottom
of No 1 duck & Blind 

*A High bedfted 4—o by 6=6 poft S feet for George Read 
a Small Table for George Read painted 
*A Tee table for Hannah Harland 
*a Candle Stand for P Vandiver 
*A Tee table for Aunt Mendenhall

EE7
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*to make a Book Cafe for Jofeph Shipley the Desk 3=3
long & the Side of bookcafe may be l£ in wide or more 
Collumn corners 

*a brakefaft table of Cherry & Dineing table of Walnut 
Candiestand painted mahogany near £ feet over the 
above for Phebe Pierce to be finifhed by the 1st of 
ye 4 mo 179£ the brakefaft table to be oiled 

*high bedstids pofts 7/4 painted Mahogany for John
Lamborne rails & rods to be delivered to Phebe Pierce

*high bedftid for Widdow Rumfey 8 feet poft painted
mahogony 47/6

1792
*5 mo 7 to make a Cherry Jbeauroe for Hannah Levis on 

John Lambornes Act 
*A Cherry Beauroe & bedftids for Wm Poole alfo a Cherry 

Cradle
*A Cherry Desk for F Spackman
*A pair of low bedftids for J Hanfon
*A Cherry Beauroe for Wm Canby
*A Cherry Beauroe for Joseph Hedge 5 me £5
*A Case of 9 drawrs for Charles Springer
*A Desk for Mary Dcikenson
*Buroe for Sarah Springar
*the Gates for Robinsons Burying Ground 6=4 that is each 

gate 3"£ 8c 2=10 from the top of one hook to the top 
of the other the lower hook 6 inches from the ground 

*Ann Shipley a high bedfted 7/6 f/in poft A Common 4
drawr Beauroe Cherry a Candle Stand 3c brakefaft table 
2=10 in long all Cherry 8c Comon 8c one Clowstool or 
arm Chair Sacken bottom 3e lace 

*A Socken bedfted for Henery Rice £2/6
A £ light Safh for mother 18 by 19 incl to be glazed by 

the 11 mo
*A Mahogony Beauroe for Rebecca George 3=3 front 2=6

'between the top 8c bottom moulding top Drawr 8c bottom 
8 2/4 with fluted Collomns 8c Cockbeed frost handles 

*A Walnut Cradle for P Vandiver 
*A Walnut Teetable for J McCLintock 
*A walnut Brakefast table for Wm Armer 
*A Mahogony table for Jos Hays 
*P Yarrell Clockcase
*A Mahogony Brakefaft table for John Hayes 
A Mahogony Sophey for Ealieazer McComb with Canvis Cover

at L 9=0=0 10 mo 19 
*A Cherry Desk for Edward Brinton by the end of 12 mo 

1792
*To make 6 Slat back Chairs for Jehu Hollingsworth Jur. 

the backs to be full 1 1/2 inch thick at the seat
mortis and the Slats full 8/5 thick with small
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brackets thus and one easy Chair 

♦John Bynfons Stool 28c 3 by 8 high
♦Two Side Tables for Peter Stidham 1793 yr 2 in two 

weeks
♦A Wrighting Defk 3 feet 3 with Pideonholes and a

brakefaft table with a drawr for Richard Nosbit next 
week plain feet 11 of mo 12 

*Daniel L Addams table 2=4 long leaves and bed all 16 
inches wide

♦A Pine table for Jacob Broom 4 feet bed 1=6 leaves &
2=4 high

♦hanging Rails Sc 10 ds for Wm Poole
A Cherry Candlestand for Danl J Addam Such as Susan

Hanfons
A Walnut Desk for Samuel Painter bookcase Square head 

the bookCase to have a divifiGn Sc both doors to lock 
John Springer Cr by 32 peaces of Side Stuff for bedsteds

and 20 peaces of poft Stuff 16 Set 8. four peaces of
poft Stuff over

1793 8 mo
1st A high post bedstid for Charles H Wharton 6=6 by 5=1 

wide
A bedstid for Joseph Tatnall doom rails & a Cherry 

brakefast table three-feet bed Sc 1=2 leaf 
A Cradle of Cherry for Joseph Thomas 
♦Beauroe for Joseph Shipley
High bedstid painted Mahogony for Abraham Broom alfo 

walnut Beauroe with Collumn Corners A Chamber table 
walnut Walnut Tee table 8. 2 Candlestands 

♦A Sacken Bedstid for Jacob Anderson pair.td 3c Sacken 
Bottom 

Washing Machines 
for Joseph Tatnall

A Cherry Eeauroe Sc Candlestand
Doughtrough Six mahogany Chairs Cherry Armchair Sc A 
Common Dto high bedstids painted Mahogony Cafe 
Cannopy bedstids painted
Painted Brakefast table Sc Squre k table with a drawr 

A Mahogony knife box for Eabezer McCom with a partition 
8c handle in the middle 

A Six pound Case of drawrs for Wm Sharplee Jun S-. tee 
table 37/6 I am to take 20 Set bedstid stuf 

for Samuel Shipley A field bedstid Mahogony Beauroe
♦1794 A Mahogony Clockcase for to go down to Milford to 

be done in 2 weeks from this 4th of ye 1 mo beeded 
Corne at L8=10=0 pannel door Sc base 13 inch face 

A Clow Stool Chair for Zacchriah Ferrifs
to make a Drudge for James Lind ley to take off the Seed
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of read Clover for the year 1794 
3 mo 8 James Siven A Six pound Case of Drawrs 8c a Cherry 

brakefast table 
1794 3 mo 8 a walnut Dineing table brakefast table Sc 

Doughtrough for Gideon Gilpin high bedstid 
1794 mo 4 7 to make a pine brakefast table 3=6 Square by 

the 15 and after ward to get it painted Mahogony for 
Garret

A four feet Mahogany dineing table 8c a brakefast table 
for John Beal

* Indicates that Ziba Ferris had crossed this entry out 
indicating that he had completed the work.
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3. James Hemphill Letterbook, 1793-97, Hemphill Collec
tion, Historical Society of Delaware, Wilmington, 
Delaware, 4-5.

WILMINGTON CLOCK MAKERS BIOGRAPHIES

1. Anna T. Lincoln, Wilminoton Delaware Three Centuries 
Under Four Flags (Rutland, Vermont: Tuttle Publishing 
Co., Inc., 1937), 174. Conrad, Clockmakers. 10.
S. Delaware Gazette. E5 December 1790. U.S. Department 
of Commerce, Bureau of Census, Second Census of the 
United States. 1800: Population Schedules. Delaware. 
National Archives, Washington, D.C., 1944 (microfilm, 
University of Delaware Library), 173. Females: three 
under age 10, one between 16 and E6 , one between E6 and 
45; Males: one under age 10, one between £6—^5, and one 
free male. This free man might refer to Jonas' nephew 
Jacob who had joined him in the watch and clockmaking 
business by 1797.
3. Tatnall Tombstone Record Index. Delaware State Ar
chives, Dover, Delaware. Jonas Alrichs Cdied3 October 
S3, 180E buried First Presbyterian’Cemetery, age 43 
years.
4. Lincoln, Wilminoton Under Four Flaps. 174; Conrad, 
Clockmakers. 10.
5. Delaware Gazette. 3 October 1789.

6 . Delaware and Eastern Shore A d v e r t i s e r . 19 May 1796.
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7. Delaware Gazette. 3 Decamber 1796. "Jonas and Jacob 
Alrichs Clock and watch makers north side of the lower 
Market, E doors from Market Street-have just received an 
assortment of silver watches, French and English of the 
first quality which they are determined to sell on the 
lowest terms. Nov. 3 wks." Delaware Gazette. 3 May 1797. 
“Notice I take this method of returning my sincere 
thanks to the public for the encouragement I have re
ceived in the clock and watch making business. As I 
have this day resigned the same, I request all those who 
have any demands against me to present them for settle
ment and those who are indebted to discharge the same."
S. Delaware Gazette, E9 September 1795. "A new 3 story 
brick house situate in Wilmington, on west side of Mar
ket Street opposite Baptist Church commanding a fine 
prospect of the river Delaware, Christina Creek and 
Brandywine Creek and mills and is in as healthy and 
pleasant situation as any in the borough. For particu
lars enquire of Jonas Alrichs."; Christina Hundred Tax 
Assessment c. 179S, HSD. Two lots rented and 1 house 
rented valued at $EAO, ground rent $6 6 .6 6 , personal tax 
£600 for a total of £906.66; Delaware Tax Assessment 
Records September 1803 to March 1B0A (Dover, Delaware: 
D3A, 1979, text—fiche). Two lots rented and 1 house 
rented £6£ 1, ground rent received $33, total £705.
9. Mirror of the Times. EE January 1803. "All persons 
indebted to the estate of Jonas Alrichs, merchant de
ceased . "
10. Delaware Gazette. E9 March 1796. "Clover seed for 
sale at store of Ford & Alrichs. March E8 , 1796." Del
aware Gazette. 11 March 1799. "Dissolution of partner
ship. The partnership of Ford 8c Alrichs."
11. Delaware Gazette. IE March 1799. "The subscribers 
beg leave to inform the Public, that the/ now carry on 
the Grocery Business, in the store lately occupied by 
Ford 8. Alrichs and have on hand a large and general as
sortment of Groceries which they will sell, wholesale 8= 
retail, on the most reasonable terms. They solicit the' 
encouragement of their Friends 8c the Public, whole or
ders will be thankfully received, 8c daily attended to by 
Alrichs 8c Woolston."
IE. Jonas Alrichs, Further Settlement, 1811. New Castle 
County, DSA. "$3979.1A 3/A are Moiety of the stock on 
hand of their Intestate and Jeremiah Woolston who were 
trading under the firm of Alrichs and Woolston, where in
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truth end fact no part of said goods belonging to said 
firm ever came to their hands, the same being retained 
by J. Woolston the surviving partner to satisfy the 
claims and demands of creditors to said firm. Also for 
Intestate proportion of nett procurred of sales of 
chairs shipped to the West Indies acct. rendered 8.50."
13. John Donaldson Account Book, 1794-1805, DSA.
14. Conrad, Clockmakers. 11. According to his father’s 
will, Alrichs inherited 3 acres of marsh land and SOL 
when he reached the age of 20. Horace Burr, trans. , The 
Records of Holy Trinity (Old Swedes). Wilminaton. Dela
ware from 1697 to 1773. (Wilmington: The Historical So
ciety of Delaware, 1B90), 730. Sigfridus Alrichs and 
Rachel Colesberry were married October 12, 1769.

15. Delaware Gazette. 17 April 1799. "Married on Sunday 
evening last, by the Rev. Dr. Reed Mr. Jacob Alrichs to 
Miss Lydia Cloud, both of this borough."
16. Mirror of Times. 12 March 1800; Conrad,
Clockmakers. 13; Delaware Sazette. 15 February 1822; 
Delaware Gazette. 31 March 1835.
17. Delaware Gazette. 16 March 1835.
13. Tatnall Tombstone Records Index, DSA. Alrichs was 
buried at Friends Meeting Cemetery.

19. Delaware Gazette. 10 May 1797.

20. Delaware Gazette. 24 March 1798.
21. Mirror of the Times and General Advertiser. 20 No
vember 1799 through 18 January 1800. "Watches Just Re
ceived and For Sale by Jacob Alrichs, At his Shop North 
side of Lower Market, three doors from Market Street.
An elegant and General Assortment of Gold and Silver 
Watches which he will sell low. Wilmington Nov. 19, 
1799."
22. The Wilminoton Directory for the year 1853 con—
W W .W* -------------WWW

Diace of residence of heads of families and persons in
business; to which is added the census of the citv. a
list of Dublic institutions and interestina statist ics
(Wilmington: Joshua T. Heald, 1853), 6 . "Watchmaker, 189 
Market Street."
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£3. Conrad, C 1ockmakers. 12. Their shop address was at 
the corner of 7th and Shipley Streets.

£4. American Watchman, £6 June 1811. "Spinning machine 
for sale, Alrichs S. Dixon, enquire of Mr. John Ferris. 
Wilmington."
£5. A Directory and Register for the Year 1814: Con
taining the Names. Professions and Residents of 
Wilmington and Brandywine (Wilmington: Printed by R. 
Porter, 1814), 9. Alrichs & Co. machine shop Shipley 
Corner Df Broad and Alrichs & Dixon machine shop at 9 
East Hanover.

£6 . Lincoln, Wilminoton Under Four Flaps. 124; Delaware 
Gazette. 3 December 1839. "Breen's Patent Straw Cut
ter...to be had at Jacob Alrichs machine shop City Mill 
near Brandywine Bridge."
£7. The following references refer to Alrichs as a ma
chine maker. These listed his shop address as the corner 
of Shipley and Broad: Wilminoton Delaware Register. 1 
July 1324; Wilmingtonian. 1£ December 1825, Wi Iminaton 
Delaware Register. £7 April 1826; Delaware Weekly Ad- 
ver t iser . 1 hay 1823; Delaware Advertiser. £0 October 
1831.; Lewis Wilson, e d ., Wilminoton Directory for the 
Year 1845... (Wilmington: Porter & Nash, 1845), o.
Jacob Alrichs is listed as a machinist between 10th and 
11th; U. 5. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Cen
sus , Seventh Census of the United States. 1850 popula
tion schedules. National Archives, Washington, D.C.,
1963 (microfilm, University of Delaware Library), 56. 
Jacob Alrichs, machinist, real property valued $7,000.
28. Semi-Centennial'Memoir of the Harlan and 
Hollingsworth Company (Wilmington, Delaware: Harlan & 
Hollingsworth, Co., 1836), 149. Elijah Hollingsworth 
served his apprenticeship with Jacob Alrichs at his ma
chine shop on Shipley at the north west corner of 7th 
Street; Semi-Centennial Memoir. 140. Samuel N. Pusey 
served his apprenticeship with Jacob Alrichs.
29. Christina Hundred Tax Assessment c. 1798, HSD.
Jacob Alrichs personal tax $600; Delaware Tax Assessment 
September 1803 to March 1804, DSA. Jacob Alrichs per
sonal tax $300.
30. John Donaldson Account Book, 1794— 1805, DSA.

31. Museum of Delaware. 21 February 1807.
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32. Conrad, Clockmakers. 12. Alrichs continued to own 
this property until 1837 when he sold it to The Delaware 
Academy of Natural Sciences.
33. New Castle County Assessment Records 1816-1817 (DSA, 
fiche-text). Alrichs & Dixon were assessed for one 
house in Wilmington on ground rent to the Bank of Dela
ware clear of ground rent valued at $250 and Jacob 
Alrichs was assessed for his person valued $150, one 
house and lot in Wilmington in the tenure of C.'Canby 
rented at $120 and valued at $ 1000, one ditto in the 
tenure of Thomas Moore valued at $1034, one ditto valued 
at $1250, 50 a z of plate valued at $55 for a total of 
$3539.00

34. Conrad, Clockmakers, 22. Catherine Harlan was a 
daughter of Caleb Harlan and Thomas Canby was a descen
dant of Thomas who came to Bucks County, Pennsylvania a 
year after Penn.
35. Mary B. Passimore, "Quaker Weddings", Friends in
WiImington. N.p., N.d., 141. Charles Canby on 11 Octo
ber 1S21 married Ann Richards of Wilmington. His par
ents, Thomas Canby formerly of Philadelphia and Cathe
rine Canby; her parents, Nathaniel and Lydia Richards.

36. Tatnall Tombstone Records Index, DSA.
37. Wilminoton Directory for 1814. 13. Watchmaker at 
77 Market Street.
38. American Watchman. 25 September 1816.
39. American Watchman. 12 January 1821.
40. Delaware Sazette. 27 August 1822. "Watches!!! The 
subscriber respectfully informs his friends and the 
public that he has just received a few GOLD PATENT LEVER 
WATCHES, Assorted patterns, which he will warrant and 
sell at reduced prices. Also, a handsome addition to 
his usual stock which now consists of Gold and silver 
Repeaters and common gold watches of various descrip
tion. Silver Patent Lever Watches, Capped &. jeweled, do 
with stop and seconds, common do with do, Common and 
jewelled, do with hunting cases. Some handsome faced 
and a general assortment of good plain English watches 
all of which will be warranted and sold at reasonable 
prices. Also inferior watches of various descriptions.
A few 8 day time pieces which come low, are neat and 
ornamental and keep time equivalent to 8 day clocks of
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which he intends keeping a constant, supply. A good as
sortment of fashionable Gold chains, seals and keys, 
gilt do and all articles in his line as usual. Charles 
Canby No. 77 Market."
41. Wilminoton Directory for 1845. 124. "Clocks and 
Watches At the Old Stand No. S3 Market Street. The 
Subscriber keeps constantly on hand a general assortment 
of watches and other articles in his line, among which 
are gold and silver patent levers, anchors, lepines and 
common vertical watches, in all their varieties selected 
with great care as to quality, sold low and warranted to 
preform to satisfaction, or taken back and the money 
returned. Gold and Silver Pencils, Gold Diamond Pointed 
pens, gold Chains and Keys, Silver knives etc. etc.
Brass Clocks very low and warranted good. Charles 
Canby. *'
42. The following sources listed Charles Canby as a 
watchmaker at 77 Market Street: Wilminoton Directory for 
1814. 13; American Watchman. 25 September 1B16 and 29 
January 1321; The Wilminoton Delaware Register. 1 July 
1824 and 27 April 1826 and WiIminotonian. 22 March 1327.

43. New Castle County Assessment Records 1316-1917, DSA. 
Jacob Alrichs was assessed for a house and lot in 
Wilmington in tenure of C. Canby and Thomas Crow was 
assessed for one house and lot in Wilmington in tenure 
of Canby.
44. Schiffer, Margaret B., Furniture and Its Makers of 
Chester County. Pennsv1vania. (Philadelphia: University 
of Pennsylvania Press, 1966), 43.
45. Canby was listed as a watchmaker at 33 Market Street 
in: Delaware Weekly. 1 May 1328; Delaware Advertiser. 20 
October 1831; Wilminoton Directory for 1845. 12.
46. Conrad, Clockmakers. 22; Lincoln, Wilminoton Under 
Four Flags. 175.

47. U. S. Bureau of Census 1850. 31.
48. Lincoln, Wilminaton. 246.
49. U. S. Bureau of Census 1850. 31. Charles Canby, 
watchmaker, aged 52, born in Pennsylvania, with real 
estate valued at $35,000 and included in his household 
were Lydia age 27, George Elliott age 19, a watchmaker, 
and Hannah Porter, black, age 25.
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50. Conrad, Clockmakers. 19.

51. Delaware Gazette. 14 June 1797.
5£. Christiana Hundred Tax Assessment c. 1793, HSD. John 
Chandlee was assessed a personal tax of 44-00.
53. John Donaldson Account Book, 1794— 1305, DSA.

54. Delaware Gazette. 10 April 1310.

55. Genealogical Surname File, HSD.

56. Delaware Gazette. 36 January 1841.
57. Delaware Gazette. 11 June 1841.
58. Wilmington Directory for 1345. 133.
59. The Museum of Delaware Si General Advertiser. 33 July
1308.
60. William H. Distin and Robert 3ishop, The American 
Clock A Comprehensive Fictorial Survey 1733-1900 With a 
Listing of 6153 Clockmakers (New York: Bonanza Books, 
1983), 395.
61. Editha Songhurst, Abstract of Will, 4 December
1734, New Jersey Archives. "Widow will of proceeds of
estate to be divided among my children Nary Crow, George 
Crow and William Crow. Friend Benjamin Acton to assist 
daughter Nary, the executor in the management until my 
two sons will be 31. Proved February 10, 1735."

63. William Crow, Abstract of Will, 1753, Salem County, 
New Jersey Archives. "Intestate. Susannah, widow re
signs her right to administer on his estate to brother 
George Crow and Samuel Tylor 1758, June 30 Bond of 
George Crow of Wilmington and Samuel Tylor, tanner, of 
Salem as administrators."
63. George Crow inventory, 1763, New Castle County, DSA 
(microfilm, University of Delaware Library).
64. George Crow inventory, 1789, New Castle County, DSA 
(microfilm, University of Delaware Libary).

65. Editha Songhurst abstract of will, 1734, Salem 
County, New Jersey State Archives.
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6 6 . William Crow abstract of will, 1753, Salem County, 
New Jersey Archives.

67. Old Swedes Church Records. 39S.

6 8 . Old Swedes Church Records. 45E—53.
69. Pennsylvania Gazette. 38 September 1753.

70. Conrad, Clockmakers. 6 .

71. Conrad, Clockmakers. 7.
73. Conrad, Clockmakers. 8 . The second property had
frontage on Market Street of about 70 feet and running
back on 10th to westerly side of Friendship Engine 
House.
73. George Crow will, 1783, New Castle County, DSA (mi
crofilm, University of Delaware Library).

74. Delaware Gazette. 7 February 1789.

75. George Crow will, 1783, New Castle County, DSA 
(microfilm, University of Delaware Library).

76. Delaware Gazette. 13 December 1809; Delaware and 
Eastern Shore. 19 May 1796; Delaware Gazette. 15 August 
1795; Delaware and Eastern Shore. 19 May 1796; Delaware 
Gazette. 4 October 1797.
77. Brooks Palmer, The Book of American Clocks (New
York: The MacMillan Co., 1950), 175.
78. Delaware Gazette. 19 June 1799.
79. Delaware and Eastern Shore, 15, July 1795; Delaware 
Gazette. 19 February 1796; Museum of Delaware. 14 March 
1807.

80. John Donaldson Account 3ook, 1794-1805, DSA.
81. Conrad, Clockmakers. 9.

83. Conrad, Clockmakers. 8 ; Lincoln, Wilmington Under
Four Flaos. 308.

83. Pennsylvania Gazette. 14 August 1783.
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34. Delaware Gazette. 21 December 1793. "Watches Thomas 
Crow Clock and Watchmaker in the Main Street near the 
sign of the Ship, Wilmington has just received a neat 
assortment of silver watches, from London, which he will 
sell on reasonable terms. Where all kinds of clock and 
watch work is done at the lowest prices. Also, mill 
brasses cast at the shortest notice. The best price 
given for old brass.’1; Delaware and Eastern Shore fid— 
ver t i ser. 25 October 1794. "Watches Thomas Crow, Clock 
and Watch Maker, in the Main Street near the sign of the 
Ship, has just received from England, and now for Sale, 
a variety of good and fashionable Silver and Pinch Beck 
watches, capp'd and jewel I'd. NB The highest price 
given for old brass and copper-Brass boxes cast for pa
per and grist mills at a short notice."
85. Delaware Gazette, 25 July 1739.

8 6 . Delaware Gazette. 23 April 1791.
87. Delaware and Eastern Shore Advertiser. 10 September
1797. "Watches  ohn Crow, Clock and Watchmaker
recieved and now has for Sale at his shop corner of 
Market and End Streets, Wilmington A great variety of 
jewelled, cap'd, sink wheel and plain watches which he 
will sell wholesale or retail at the most reduced pric
es. Watches repaired at moderat rates with care and 
dispatch. It is presumed Thomas Crow's shop is so noted 
that it may be found without further caution."
88. Christina Hundred Tax Assessment c. 1793, HSD. Two 
houses and lots valued at $400.88 and a personal tax of 
$600; 1796 Tax Assessment. He was assessed L 17.
89. John Donaldson Account Book, 1794— 1305, DSA.
90. Delaware Tax Assessment September 1303 to March 
1804, DSA. One house and lot not rented valued at $900, 
36 02 of plate valued at $41, he paid $200 ground rent 
and a personal tax of $200.
91. Arthur Edwin James, Chester County Clocks and Their 
Makers (Chester, Pa.: Chester County Historical Society, 
1947), B5. 1803 tax: stone house and horse valued at $40 
and ciockmaker tax of $200; and in the 1809 tax: house 
valued at $500, a horse valued at $50 and ciockmaker tax 
of $ 100.
92. James, Chester County Clocks. 15.
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93. Schiffer, Furniture and Its Makers of Chester Coun
t y . 60-61.
94. New Castle County Assessment Records 1816-1317, DSA. 
"Thomas Crow estate, one house and one lot in Wilmington 
in tenure of Canby rented at $40 and valued at $333.33.
95. George Crow administration papers, 1824, New Castle 
County, DSA (microfilm, University of Delaware Library).

96. Benjamin Ferris, "My Kith and Kin, 1838, HSD, 45.

97. Wilminoton Commercial. 14 October 1875.

98. Delaware Gazette. 27 December 1309; Scharf, History 
of Delaware. 2:675-676.
99. Delaware Gazette. 23 June 1826; Scharf, History of 
Delaware. 2:434, 740, 743; Delaware Advertiser. 2 Octo
ber 1830; Delaware Advertiser. 10 June 1830.
100. Delaware Gazette. 23 June 1326.

101. U. S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of Census 
Fourth Census of the United States. 1820: Population 
Schedules. Delaware. National Archives, Washington,
D.C., 1959 (microfilm, University of Delaware Library), 
201. Free males included one aged less than ten, one 
aged 16-18, one aged 26-45; free females included: one
aged less than 10, two aged 16-26, one aged 26-45; U. S.
Department of Commerce, Bureau of Census, Fifth Census 
of the United States. 1830.: Population Schedules for 
Delaware. National Archives, Washington, D.C., 1942 
(microfilm, University of Delaware Library), 3 84. Free 
males included: one aged less than ten, two aged 5-10, 
and 1 aged 30-40, Free females included: 1 aged less 
than ten, 1 aged 5-10, 2 aged 10-15, 2 aged 30-40.
102. U. S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of Census, 
Sixth Census of the United States. 1840.: Population 
Schedules for Delaware. National Archives, Washington,
D. C . , 1967 (microfilm, University of Delaware Library), 
167. Free males included: 1 aged 5-10, 1 aged 10-15, 1 
aged 20-30, 1 aged 50-60 and free females: 1 aged 15-20, 
3 aged 20-30, 1 aged 40-50, 1 aged 70-80.
103. U.S. Bureau of Census 1850. 31. Ziba age 64,
silversmith, $8,000, Eliza age 53, Ziba, jr. age 21, 
silversmith, A. Megear age 2, Neal Docherty, silversmith
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(born Massachusetts), Ann Sapp age 19, Margaret Cook age
25.
104. Ziba Ferris will, 1S75, Mew Castle County, DSA.

105. Ziba Ferris Account Books, 1807-1850, Historical 
Society of Delaware.
106. Wilmington Commercial. 14 October 1875. His obit
uary stated: "On the 14th instant at his residence 
Clifton near Wilmington, Delaware Ziba Ferris...he was 
born in this city in 17B6 and learned his trade as a 
watchmaker with his brother, the late well known Benja
min Ferris in Philadelphia, later at 4th and market in 
WiImington...warm interest in Whig party...elder in West 
Street Friends Meeting and sat at the head of the gal
lery. "
107. Museum of Delaware and Seneral Advertiser. 21 No
vember 1807.

108. American Watchman. 19 July 1817.

109. American Watchman. 16 March 1821.
110. W i 1 minotonian, 29 December 1825 and 22 March 1827; 
Delaware Weekly. 1 May 1828; Delaware Advertiser. #17 
Vo 1 IV p. 4.

111. New Castle County Assessment Records, 1316-1817, 
Historical Society of Delaware.
112. American Watchman. 1811. "To let house occupied by 
Lewis McLane at corner of 3rd S. Shipley &■. a 3 story 
house in Shipley a few doors below 3rd. Ziba Ferris 
Watchmaker south side of upper Market 12/25/1810"; 
American Watchman. 21 December 1816. "For sale that ex
cellent stand for business, Mo. SC Market St., 3rd door 
below Brintons Inn for terms inquire of Ziba Ferris 
watchmaker"; American Watchman. 16 March 1821. "To let a 
store N c . 1 High St. Also, the house & store No. 87 
Market St., corner of High Street. The above stands are 
considered excellent for any kind of business. Also, a 
three story Brick house in Shipley below 3rd St. Pos
session will be given on the 25th of the 3rd month next. 
Enquire of Ziba Ferris watchmaker. 2/6/1821."

113. Tax List for the Borough of Wilmington, 1826, HSD.
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114. Ziba Ferris inventory, 1876, New Castle County,
D S A .
115. Ziba Ferris will, 1875, New Castle County, DSA.

116. Ziba Ferris will, 1875, New Castle County, DBA.
117. Museum of Delaware. SI November 1807; American 
Watchman, S5 December 1810; Wilminoton Directory •for 
1814, 5.

118. Wilminotonian. S9 December 18E5; Wilminoton Dela
ware Reoister. £7 April 1886; Wilminotonian. E£ March 
18£7; Delaware Weekly. 1 May 1B£S; Delaware Advertiser, 
£0 October 1831.
119. Wilroington Directory for 1845. 10; American Watch
man . 16 March 18E1 “Ziba Ferris Watchmaker. Who has on 
hand an excellent assortment of gold and silver watches, 
chains, seals & keys. NB an apprentice wanted apply as 
above. S/6/18E1."
1£0. Wilmington Directory for 1B53. 138.
1£1. Wilminoton Directory for 1866—6 7 . 61. "Ziba 
Ferris, jr. Importer and Dealer In Fine Watches Rich 
Jewelery, Sterling Silver Ware And Every Description of 
English and American Plated Ware. American Watches a 
speciality. Corner of Fourth and Market Streets."
1££. George Crow will, 1875, New Castle County, DSA.
His will stated: "Ziba Ferris of 'Cl ifton1...devise and 
bequeath unto my son-in-law, William Sellers, his heirs 
and assigns, my dwelling house and tract of about twenty 
six acres of land called 'Clifton' upon which I now re
side."
1£3. George Crow administration papers, 1876, New Castle 
County, DSA.

1£4. Old Swedes Church Records. 743. His parents were 
married 4 May 1775.
1£5. Conrad, Clockmakers. 34. Decorative Arts Photo
graphic Collection, Winterthur Museum Library have a 
copy of the auction notice for Theophilus Jones' 
cabinetmaking establishment in Dublin.

1£6. Biographical Index, HSD.
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127. Delaware Gazette. 24 November 1335; Conrad, 
Clockmakers. 26-27.
123. Seorge Jones administration papers, 1367, New Cas
tle County, DSA (microfilm, University of Delaware Li
brary) .
129. Tatnall Tombstone Record Index, DSA.

130. Conrad, Clockmakers. 25.
131. Museum of Delaware and General Advertiser. 21 No
vember 1807. This same advertisement also appeared in 
Mirror of Delaware. 28 November 1807.

132. Delaware Gazette. 28 March 1823.
133. Museum of Delaware and General Advertiser. 21 No
vember 1807.
134. Delaware Gazette. 19 April 1814; Wilmington Direc
tory for 1314. 22.

135. The following newspapers listed George Jones as a 
watchmaker at 25 Market Street: Uii lminotonian. 29 De
cember 1825; Wilmington Delaware Register. 27 April 
1826; Wilminotonian. 22 March 1827; Delaware Weekly Ad
vertiser . 1 May 1828; Delaware Advertiser. 20 October 
1831.
136. Delaware Gazette. 13 May 1833.
137. Delaware Gazette. 10 March 1835; Delaware Gazette. 
26 May 1840.
138. John Donaldson Account Book, 1794-1805, DSA.
139. New Castle County Assessment Records, 1816-1817, 
DSA. His person $150, 1 house on ground rent to the 
heirs of Jackson in tenure of Haskin and J. Alderdice 
rent $86 value $716, 1 house and let in tenure of McLean 
rent $240 value $2000, 1 do in tenure of J5 rent $75 
value $625, 1 building lot $50, 3 acres of meadow $400, 
total: $3941."
140. Conrad, Clockmakers. 26. The address, 407 Market, 
was "the stand so long occupied by Benjamin S. Clark who 
became successor of Jones in business at that location 
on about 1850."
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141. Conrad, Clockmakers. E3.

142. George Jones will, 1867, New Castle County, DSA 
(microfilm, University of Delaware Library).

143. George Jones inventory, 1867, New Castle County,
DSA (microfilm, University of Delaware Library).
144. Delaware Gazette. EO July 1815.
145. John Donaldson Account Book, 1794-1805, DSA. Luff 
purchased 28 feet of common boards.

146. Conrad, Clockmakers. 24; Tatnall Tombstone Record 
Index, DSA.
147. Conrad, Clockmakers. 25; Wilminoton Directory for 
1845. 39. Samuel McClary, jr. Cabinetmaker and under
taker at 113 Shipley.
148. Conrad, Clockmakers. 25.

149. Tatnall Tombstone Records Index, DSA. Samuel 
McClary born June 19, 1788 and died 1S59 buried in 
Wilmington and Brandywine Cemetery; Samuel McClary in
ventory, 1859, New Castle County, DSA. He had a pew at
Hanover Presbyterian Church in Wilmington.
150. Conrad, Clockmakers. 24.

151. Conrad, Clockmakers. 24.
152. Wilminoton Directory for 1814. 27.
153. New Castle County Assessment Records, 1816-1817, 
DSA.
154. Conrad, Clockmakers. 24.

155. Delaware Gazette. 26 June 1835.
156. Wilminoton Directory for 1845. 39.
157. Samuel McClary will and inventory, 1849, New Castle 
County, DSA. (microfilm, University of Delaware Li
brary) .

158. Conrad, Clockmakers. 30. Three lots were southeast 
corner of High and Walnut, northeast corner of Queen 8, 
Walnut and southeast corner of Queen & Walnut.
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1d 9. Schiffer, Furniture and its Makers of Chester 
County. 214.
160. Wilmington Directory for 1814. 41.

161. John Donaldson Account Book, 1794-1805, DSA. John 
Watt, jr. purchased 24 -feet common white pine, 72 feet 
of pine boards, 17 feet white pins.
162. Wilmington Directory for 1814. 41.

WILMINGTON CABINET MAKERS BIOGRAPHIES
1. American Watchman, 22 April 1815; Charles G. Dorman, 
Delaware Cabinetmakers and Allied Artisans 1655— 1855 
(Wilmington, Delaware: Historical Society of Delaware, 
1960), 7. A George G. Faires was a member of the 2nd 
Company Artillery under Captain CA Rodney August 25 to 
October 5 1814. He was the brother-in-law of Thomas C. 
Alrichs and Faries died in Savanna, Georgia.
2. See entry for French and Way.
3. Mirror of the Times and General Advertiser. 14 August
1802.

4. Ethal Hall Bjerokoe, The Cabinetmakers of America 
(Exton, Pa.: Schiffer Limited, 1957), 22.
5. Bjerokoe, The Cabinetmakers of America, 23.
6 . Dorman, Cabinetmakers. 8 ; Scharf History of Delaware. 
2, 760.

7. Delaware Gazette. 15 November 1825.
8 . Harold B. Hancock, "Furniture Cabinetmakers in Dela
ware," Winterthur Portfolio. 9 (1974): 209.

9. God with us A Continuing Presence and the Vital 
Records Taken from the Parish Registers of Immanuel 
Church. New Castle Delaware (Wilmington, Delaware: 
Immanuel Church, 1986), 67.

10. Tatnall Tombstone Records Index, DSA.

11. Delaware Gazette. 10 April 1799; Delaware Gazette.
19 August 1825.
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12. Dorman, Cabinetmakers. S. Charles Allen "grantor 
place on 'great road’ to Christina, Newark, Survey,
March 2.5, 1832, 7 acres to Robert M. Armstrong, title 
traced (A 2 #15), Charles Allen grantor, place Newark, 
Survey, March 25, 1800, 1/2 acre to James Musgrove, 
house and lot (A 2 #16), Charles Allen grantee Newark, 
Survey, May 24, 1792, 1/2 acre from Daniel J. Adams, 
house (A 1 #3); -Charles Allen, White Clay Creek Hundred, 
Warrant, May 31, 1745 (A 1 #23, #23a): Charles Allen, on 
Barrels Run, White Clay Creek Hundred c. 4 miles from 
Christina Bridge, survey, Sept. 24, 1745, 32 acres."

13. Jeanette Eckman, The Kinkeads of Delaware As Pio
neers in Minnesota 1856-1863 (Wilmington, Delaware: 
George W. Butz, Jr., 1849), 63.
14. Eckman, The Kinkeads. 67.
15. Charles Allen inventory, 1842, New Castle County,
DSA (microfilm, University of Delaware Library).
16. Dorman, Cabinetmakers. 17.

17. D. Byrnes, Reminiscences of the Byrnes Family 
(Wilmington, Delaware, 1842), 9.
IB. Caleb Byrnes inventory, 1794, New Castle County, DSA 
(microfilm. University of Delaware Library).

19. Dorman, Cabinetmakers. 18.
20. Byrnes, Reminiscences. S.
21. Delaware Gazette. 13 March 1790.

22. Historical Society of Delaware Collections. Label on 
mahogany chest of drawers, "John White, Joiner, Re
spectfully informs his Friends and the Public that he 
continues to carry on Business, in the Shop Lately oc
cupied by White & Byrnes, and opposite John Moore's 
Where he makes Mahogany Cherry Sc C 3 Furniture In a 
neat manner and on ? Wilmington 5 mo 6 1791."
23. Delaware Gazette. 21 December 1793; Delaware Ga
zette . 28 September 1793. "Samuel Byrnes at his store in 
Market Street Wilmington has for sale a large and gen
eral assortment of ironmongery, brassware and cut
lery..he has also received a quantity of New Timothy 
Seed."
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2A-. Delaware Gazette. 3 September 1795.

25. Dorman, Cabinetmakers. 13. Dorman claims Eyrnes 
left Wilmington bv 1795. However, a Samuel Byrnes was 
included in two later tax assessments. Christina Hun
dred Tax Assessment for 1796, DSA. Assessed 8 ; Christina 
Hundred Tax Assessment c. 1798, HSD. Assessed a personal 
tax of $400. So, Brynes probably removed to Baltimore 
after 1798.
26. Benjamin Ferris, "My Kith and Kin," 133B, Ferris 
Collection, HSD, 27.
27. Canby‘s prosperity as a miller is revealed in tax 
assessments. Christina Hundred Tax Assessment c. 1798, 
HSD. 14 acres, 6 lots S- 6 houses value $300, 3 / 4 ‘s mill 
value $2250, personal property tax $103.33, and personal 
tax $600.; Delaware Tax Assessment September 1803 to 
March 1804, DSA. 15 improved acres, 2 mills and 4 stores 
value $4825, 3 lots & 3 houses rented value $1278, 1 
house & 1 lot not rented value $1000, stock value S56,
53 oz of plate, ground rent received $700 and personal 
tax $ 1100.
28. Wilminoton Directory for 1314. 54.

29. New Castle County Assessment Records, 1816-1317,
DSA. Elias Conwell Estate: 1 lot in Wilmington value 
$40.
30. Dorman, Cabinetmakers. 24.

31. Delaware Sazette. 23 February 1796.
32. Delaware Gazette. 15 August 1797.
33. Christiana Hundred Tax Assessment c. 1793, HSD.
James Erwin personal tax $400
34. Tatnall Tombstone Records Index, DSA.
35. James Erwin inventory, 1799, New Castle County, DSA 
(microfilm, University of Delaware Library).
36. Tatnall Tombstone Records Index, DSA.

37. Dorman, Clockmakers. 26.
38. Tatnall Tombstone Records Index, DSA.
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39. Ferris, "My Kith and Kin," 1838, Ferris Collection, 
HSD, 81-83.
4-0. Delaware and Eastern Shore Advertiser. 19 July 1799.

91. Montgomery, Reminiscences. 313.
93. John Erwin will, 1797, New Castle County, DSA (mi
crofilm, University of Delaware Library';.
93. Ferris, "My Kith and Kin," 1838, Ferris Collection, 
HSD, 53; Historical Research Committee of the Colonial 
Dames of Delaware, comp., A Calender of Delaware Wills. 
New Castle Countv 1683-1800 (New York: F. H. Hitchcock, 
1911), 133. "Ziba Ferriss Borough of Wilmington 9 m 33
1799 May 5 1799...Executors wife Edith and cousin John 
Ferris."
99. Byrnes, Reminiscences. S.

<̂ 5. Dorman, Cab i netmakers. 37.
96. John Ferris Account Book, 1778-1786, Friends His
torical Library of Swarthmore College, Swarthmore, 
Pennsylvania.

97. John Ferris Account Book, 1778-1786, Friends His
torical Library of Swarthmore College. The following 
were copied from the account book:

Received this 30th Day of the 11th mo 1777 of Jno 
Ferris the sum of Eighteen Pounds Seventeen Shillings 
and Five Pence in full for a quantity of Damaged Drawer 
Handles and cask bill Johnathan 2ane, Junior.

Received this 33rd Day of the 3 nd 1731 of Jno 
Ferris the sum of three pounds 11/3 in full for turning 
Bannister Newl Posts James Warner.

Received the End Day of the 5mo 1781 of Jno Ferris 
the Sum of Nine and Pounds in full for 1 Mahogany Bed
stead Stephen Manfield.

Received the 10th Day of the 8th mo 1781 of Jno 
Ferris .the Sum Twelve Founds in full for 1/3 Dozn Ma
hogany Chairs George Judge.

Received the 5th Day of 1 mo 1783 of Jno Ferris the 
sum of seven pounds ten shillings in full for 30670 foot 
of scantling and 1000 foot oak and poplar boards Samuel 
McClintock and Thomas Wilson.

Received this 39th of the 8 mo 1783 of Jno Ferris 
the sum of eight pence 3/ in full for 68 drawer handles 
and 36 escut. S am’1 Williams.
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Recieved Nov. 16th 1782 of Jno Ferris 4 P 18/ in 
full for six Doz Knives and Forks Thomas Watson.

Received this 12th Day of 2mo 1783 of Nicholas Way 
by the hand of Jno Ferris the sum of 6P 58 in full for 
1000 foot of inch and 1/4 oak boards Do to Captain 
Poole. John Lamborn.

Received March 24th 1783 of Jno Ferris 25S in full 
for 1 sett of Chair Furniture Fred Weckely.

Received this 20th of the 8 th mo 1783 of Jno Ferris 
in full to this date 2-17-1 Henry Troth.

Received this 1st day of 7 mo 1784 of Jno Ferris 
35S 6P in full for 6 boxes Gf gold seales and weights 8 
6/3 & 5/3 David Bacon.

September the 19th 1784 Philadelphia. This day 
received of Jno Ferris 1 P 6S and 6P in full for 2 Dcz 
Locket Chissels for Thomas Pafchale John Blakey.

Received 22nd October 1784 of Jno Ferris 160P to be 
laid at in bills of Each Year to be unt. on his account 
to Charles Eddy London. Thomas Hayes.

Received November 11 1784 of Mr. John Ferris 8 P 
11s and 9P duty of M'dre imported in the ship Tobago 
Planter Capt Stephen from Bristol John Graff.

Received this 4 December 1784 of Jno Ferris the sum
of 36S in full for 6 Brass Knobs 6 1/2 Dozn Teapotts
3/Boxes Fred Weckerly.

Received this 12th mo 1784 of Jno Ferris 2 P 11S in
full for 2 looking glasses and 4 Brass Nails for Jos.
Bringhurst.

Recieved this 7th of the 1st mo 1785 of Jno Ferris 
the sum of 3P 19S and 6P in full of all acct to this 
date 3-19-6 Timothy Hanson.

Received this day November 18 1785 of Jno Ferris 
15P 11S and IIP in full for 2 casks fine drawer nails
Raighn.

CD Delaware Gazette, 7 February 1789.
49. Delaware Gazette, 14 February 1789.

50. Delaware Gazet te. 21 December 1793.
51. Delaware Gazette, 20 March 1790.
52. Delaware Gazette, 8 September 1795.
53. Delaware Gazette. 2 February 1796.
54. John Donaldson Account Book, 1794-1805, DSA.
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55. Christiana Hundred Tax Assessment c. 1798, HSD. "2 
acres $60, 1 house &. 1 lot $ 1000, personal property 
$131.33 and personal tax $600"; Delaware Tax Assessment 
September 1803 to March 1804, DSA. “4 improved acres 
$112, 1 lot 8. 1 house rented $133, 5 lots St 1 house not 
rented $1641, stock $40, 75 oz of plate $83, and per
sonal tax $600; New Castle County Assessment Records, 
1816-1817, DSA. "His person $150, 1 house and lot in
Wilmington $1666.67, 1 lot and stable $166.67, 1 house
and lot in tenure of Jonas Richardson rent $24 $200, 75
oz Plate $82.50, 3/4 acres of land on the hill $100, 2
horses $200, total $2565.84.; Delaware Gazette. 20 March 
1790.
56. John Ferris inventory, 1829, New Castle County, DSA 
(microfilm, University of Delaware Library).
57. John Ferris will, 1824, New Castle County, DSA 
(microfilm, University of Delaware Library).

58. Ferris, "My Kith and Kin," 1838, Ferris Collection, 
HSD, 55.
59. Ziba Ferris will, 1794, New Castle County, DSA (mi
crofilm, University of Delaware Library).

60. Delaware Sazette. 4 February 1797.
61. John Donaldson Account Book, 1794-1805, DSA.

62. Ferris, "My Kith and Kin," 1838, Ferris Collection, 
HSD, 55.
63. John Ferris, jr. inventory, 1802, New Castle County, 
DSA (microfilm, University of Delaware Library); John 
Donaldson's Account Book, 1794-1805, DSA. Ferris in 1801 
purchased 106 feet of heart pine boards.
64. Ferris, "My Kith and Kin," 1838, Ferris Collection, 
HSD, 33.

65. Ferris, "My Kith and Kin," 1338, Ferris Collection, 
HSD, 36. Ferris apparently was apprenticed to Troth at 
the same time as Samuel Jobson. Samuel Jobson stated to 
Benjamin Ferris "Well, during thy father's apprentice
ship CZiba Ferris! I worked as a journeyman with Henry 
Troth. "
6 6 . Tatnall Tombstone Records Index, DSA.
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67. Delaware Gazette. 20 February 1790. "To be let and 
entered on the 25th of next month A two storey frame 
house, with two rooms on each floor, a good dry seller 
and a large garden; very suitable for a weaver; situate 
on Orange Street, near Andrew Vanemans. For further 
particulars, enquire of John Ferris."
6 8 . Christina Hundred Tax Assessment c. 1798, HSD.
"Ziba Ferris Estate: 9.75 acres $292.45, 5 lots & 4 
houses $1822.22, and personal property $37.78."

69. Delaware Tax Assessment September 1803 to March 
1804, DSA. "Ziba Ferris Estate: 9 acres & 9 improved 
acres $238, 4 lots & 4 -rental houses $2156, 5 lots & 1 
house not rented $1641, stock $40, 75 oz of plate $83 
and personal tax $400."
70. Ziba Ferris, Sr., "Memorandum of Cabinetmaking,“ 
1790-94, Friends Historical Library of Swarthmore Col
lege, Swarthmore, Pennsylvania.
71. Ziba Ferris inventory, 1794, New Castle County, DSA 
(microfilm, University of Delaware Library).
72. Woodward Mordecai 1760-80 Account with Ziba Ferris, 
MS Woodward Folder, HSD.
73. Ziba Ferris inventory, 1794, New Castle County, DSA 
(microfilm, University of Delaware Library).
74. Ziba Ferris will, 1794, New Castle County, DSA (mi
crofilm, University of Delaware Library).
75. American Watchman. 20 November 1813.

76. Wilminoton Directory for 1814. IS.

77. Dorman, Cabinetmakers. 33.

78. Christina Hundred Tax Assessment c. 1798, HSD.
79. Francis McMullin Gardner inventory, 1801, New Castle 
County, DSA (microfilm, University of Delaware Library).
80. Francis McMullin Gardner will, 1805, New Castle 
County, DSA (microfilm, University of Delaware Library).

81. Delaware Gazette. 9 August 1815. See Dell Noblit 
entry for this advertisement.
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8£. Dorman, Cabinetmakers. 35; Christiana Hundred Tax 
Assessment c. 1798, HSD.
83. Dorman, Cabinetmakers. 37.

84. Dorman, Cab inetmakers, 37.
85. Marie Windell, “News Notes and Book Reports", Dela
ware History. 6 (September 1954), 163.
8 6 . Christiana Hundred Tax Assessment for 1796, HSD. 
Timothy Hanson assessed 40.
87. Christiana Hundred Tax List c. 1798, HSD. "1.75 
acres $50, 5 lots & 5 houses $3022.22, personal property 
$54.44 and personal tax $400.”
8 8 . Windell, "News Notes", Delaware History. 4, 163.
89. Timothy Hanson will, 1798, New Castle County, DSA 
(microfilm, University of Delaware Library).
90. Timothy Hanson inventory, 1798, New Castle County, 
DSA (microfilm, University of Delaware Library).
91. Timothy Hanson administration papers, 1798, New 
Castle County, DSA (microfilm, University of Delaware 
Library).
92. Timothy Hanson inventory, 1798, New Castle County, 
DSA (microfilm, University of Delaware Library).

93. Timoth Hanson will, 1798, New Castle County, DSA 
(microfilm, University of Delaware Library).

94. Thomas Jefferis inventory, 1800, Mew Castle County, 
DSA (microfilm, University of Delaware Library).
95. Thomas Jefferis will, 1800, New Castle County, DSA 
(microfilm, University of Delaware Library).
96. Mirror of Times and General Advertiser. 5 through 16 
April 1800.
97. John Donaldson Account Book, 1794-1805, DSA.

98. Delaware Tax Assessment September 1803 to March 
1804, DSA. "Amor Jefferis personal tax $400 and David 
Jefferis: personal tax $400."
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99. Mirror of Times and General Advertiser. 2 March 
1805.
100. Mirror of Times and General Advertiser. 2 March 
1805. "Ran away...an apprentice boy named Isaac 
Newlin... It is quite probable that he will apply for 
work at the Cabinet Making business, as that has been 
the business which he was most accustomed to.1'
101. Mirror of Times and General Advertiser. 10 April 
1805.
102. American Watchman. 2 August 1809.
103. Old Swedes Church Records. 563.

104. Wilmington Directory for 1814. 23.
105. Delaware Tax Assessment September 1803 to March 
1804, DSA. Personal tax $150; New Castle County As
sessment Records, 1816— 1817. Personal tax $150.

106. Tatnall Tombstone Records Index, DSA.

107. American Watchman. 20 November 1813.
108. Wilmington Directory for 1814. 18.

109. Christina Hundred Tax Assessment c. 1798, HSD. 
"William G. Jones 1 lot & 1 house $500, a personal 
property tax $8 and personal tax $134."

110. Museum of Delaware & General Advert iser. 28 Novem
ber 1807. "William G. Jones Respectfully informs his 
friends & the public that he has commenced the
cabinetmaking business, in all its various branches at 
the corner of Front and Shipley Streets, where those who 
are pleased to favor him with their custom may expect 
their work executed in the best manner and he trusts his 
unremitting attention to his business will enable him to 
give general satisfaction to his customers & entitle him 
to a shore of the favors of a generous public. May 2 
1807."

111. Wilminoton Directory for 1814. 22. William G.
Jones address listed as 13 Shipley Street; Museum Weekly 
& Advertiser. 1 May 1828; Delaware Advertiser. 20 Octo
ber 1831.

112. Wilmington Directory for 1845. 31.
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113. U. S. Bureau of Census for 1850. Age 66 Cabinet
maker $10,000
11A . William Jones inventory, 1871, New Castle County, 
DSA (microfilm, University of Delaware Library).
115. Delaware Gazette. 3 December 1791.
116. Christiana Hundred Tax Assessment for 1796, HSD. 
Assessed 18; 1798 Tax Assessment. "Samuel Niles Estate 
2.5 acres $75."
117. Samuel Niles inventory, 1796, New Castle County,
DSA (microfilm, University of Delaware Library).

118. Samuel Niles will, 1796, New Castle County, DSA 
(microfilm, University of Delaware Library). Niles is 
reputed to have died when a sign fell on him but there 
appears to be some confusion. Montgomery, Rem inis— 
cences, 237. "One of cur old townsmen J Niles opposite 
the upper Market...on a windy day as JN stepped out of 
his door, this post snapped and the sign fell on his 
head, instantly crushing him out of life into an endless 
eternity...his son Hezekiah Niles removed to Baltimore"; 
However, Dorman, Cab inetmakers. 62-63. He states that it 
is Samuel Niles.

119. Delaware Gazette. 5 August 1796.
120. John Hyndman Noblit, comp. Genealogical Collections 
Relating to the Families of Noblit (Wilmington: Ferris Sc 
Leach, 1906), 243.
121. Noblit, Genealogical Collections. 246.
122. Wilminoton Directory for 1814. 30.
123. Delaware Gazette. 9 August 1815.
124. New Castle County Assessment Records 1816-1817,
DSA. Dell Noblit personal tax $150.
125. Delaware Gazette. 21 August 1821.
126. Wilmington Directory for 1845. 42.

127. Wilminoton Directory for 1845. 166. "Cabinet Making 
The subscriber continues the above business in all of 
its branches at the long established stand of his father
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Corner of Market and Sixth Streets, Where he keeps on 
hand an assortment of furniture of the latest- fashions 
and superior workmanship. He manufactures to order any 
article in his line of business warranted to give com
plete satisfaction. FEATHERS, BEDS, MATTRESSES OF vai—  
ious qualities constantly on hand and for sale at the 
lowest market prices. UNDERTAKING—A11 orders in this 
line promptly and expeditiously executed. John Noblit."
1E8. Wilmington Directory for 184-5. 42. Hamilton Noblit 
listed as cabinetmaker between 8 th and 9th Streets.

129. New Castle County Indenture Records, DSA. John 
Norris Porter at age 18 was placed as an apprentice of 
Dell Noblit on November 23, 1827 for a term of two 
years, two months and four days. John Luff at age 16 was 
placed as an apprentice of Dell Noblit on December 1, 
1827 for a term of four years, four months and seven 
days.
130. Semi-Centennial Memoir. 140.
131. Tatnall Tombstone Records Index, DSA.

132. Mirror of the Times & General Advertiser. 25 August 
1804.
133. Delaware Tax Assessments September 1803 to March 
1304, DSA. John C. Petherbridge assessed a personal tax 
of $250.
134. Tatnall Tombstone Records Index, DSA.
135. Delaware Gazette. 12 September 1823.
136. Tatnall Tombstone Records Index, DSA.
137. The Wilminotonian and Delaware Advertiser. 22 De
cember 1822; The Wilminotonian. 14 December 1826; Dela
ware Gazette. 31 December 1822 and 3 January 1823.

138. Delaware Gazette. 9 May, 1826; Delaware Gazette. 3 
December 1841.
139. Dorman, Cabinetmakers. 74. George Kates, Jr. ap
prenticed in 1833; Eli Mendenhall apprenticed in 1835; 
Joel D. Wolfe apprenticed in 1838.

140. Dorman, Cab inetmakers. 74.
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14-1. Wilmington Directory for 1814. 35. John Sheward 
lived at Orange between Kent and Wood and Perry Sheward 
lived at H E  Shipley Street.

14E. New Castle County Assessment Records 1816-1817,
DSA. John Sheward assessed a personal tax of $150. 
However, a few years earlier his mother had advertised 
in the American Watchman. E5 December 1811: "a lot of 
ground for rent on Shipley between End and 3rd Streets 
running though to Orange with two story brick house, 
kitchen and out buildings on Orange and frame stable on 
Shipley now in tenure of Jeremiah Shad."
143. American Watchman. E November 1816.

144. American Watchman. 19 July 1817.
14-5. Dorman, Cab inetmakers. 79.
146. Charles H. Welde, History of the Wilmington Fire 
Department from its Origins to the Present Times. 
(Wilmington, Delaware: Horner Barry, 1897), £5.

147 Ferris, "My Kith and Kin," 1838, Ferris Collection, 
HSD, 33. Ziba Ferris was “put to a certain Henry Troth, 
a cabinetmaker in Wilmington, to learn that business. 
There he served his master faithfully until he was of 
full age having during the latter part of his appren
ticeship owing to Henry's ill health acted as his prin
cipal in the conduct of the concern."; Ferris, "My Kith 
and Kin," 1838, 36. Samuel Jobson related to the au
thor: "well, during thy Father’s apprenticeship I worked 
as a journeyman with Henry Troth."

148. File of Deeds 1794— 1830, DSA. A deed of February 
14, 1795 John Dixon and Mary, his wife of Fayette County 
to Henry Troth of Wilmington a lot in Wilmington at King 
and High Streets; an indenture of February EE, 1797 
Henry Troth and his wife Hannah of Fayette County, 
Pennsylvania to William Cox of Wilmington a lot on High 
and King Streets.

149. Dorman, Cab inetmakers. 89-91.

150 John Donaldson Account Book, 1794-1805, DSA.

151. Delaware Tax Assessment September 1803 to march 
1804, DSA. "E lots Sc E houses rented $583, 1 lot and 1 
house not rented $600, stock $E0 , ground rent paid $6 
and personal tax $E50."
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152. Museum of Delaware & General Advertiser. 10 Novem
ber 1804.

153. The Museum of Delaware & General Advertiser. 28 
November 1807; American Watchman. 11 October 1817; The 
Village Record. 15 November 1820.
154. American Watchman. 3 April 1811.

155. American Watchman. 6 November 1813.
156. Dorman, Cab inetmakers. 89-91.
157. Dorman, Cabinetmakers« 91.

2IBA FERRIS, "MEMORANDUM ON CABINET MAKING, 1790-1794"
1. Ziba Ferris, "Memorandum on Cabinetmaking 
1790-1794," Swarthmore Friends Historical Library, 
Swarthmore College, Swarthmore, Pennsylvania.
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