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thought you might be 
interested in glancing through a letter which JL wrote to ĵ gjggjd̂ friend̂  Brad­
ford, Vice President of the,TJn̂ tê TPress* ?or South America, who has just been 
a^^inte3nric*e^r"es"f3eht of the Ihited'^Fe's's^folr^ur^er**™? had not heard from 
him and I now understand why, as this matter of his change from South America 
to Europe came up just about the time that he arrived in Buenos Aires and he 
has been traveling between Buenos Aires, New York and London in the meantime. 

I wanted to give him some thought of mine which I knew he would be in­
terested in and that is why I wrote him this long letter, and as he is no 
longer in Buenos Aires, I have sent a copy of the letter to Tom Curran, who 
is the UP man in Buenos Aires and he is a very good man, and some of the in­
formation in the letter to Bradford may be interesting to him for orientation. 
I feel sure Bradford has written to me from Buenos Aires before he went to 
Europe and that the letter is on its way or has temporarily gone astray, for 
I am sure he would have written me very shortly after hismrrival in Buenos 
Aires. 

I know you all are enjoying the stay in Hot Springs and I do hope that 
you will remain until the middle of the month. It would do Hettie a great deal 
of good to stay there longer and I am sure that, although you may be champing 
at the bit to get back to New York, you can do what is necessary from Hot Springs 
for several weeks longer, and it will do you a world of good. I personally 
feel that things with regard to Barcelona are in a much better way. 

It was a silly thing for the House Committee to vote as it did with regard 
to Spain and I am g&fesgTTCcf write It letter to my friend Dr. Eaton, who is Chair­
man of the Committee, and I will bring the facts of the Barcelona situation to 
his attention, and I feel sure that the House Committee will not insist on its 
action. Besides that, I feel sure that the House as a whole would not accept 
the inclusion of Spain in the Marshall Plan under present conditions, and I am 
confident that the Department has already brought to the attention of the 
House Committee the error of its precipitate action, for I know that the De­
partment feels very strongly about the whole matter and particularly with 
reference to this action against the Barcelona company. I may be all wrong, 
but I feel that we are on the way now to getting a reversal of the action of 
the Spanish Government and of course in the matter of the Barcelona company, 
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and that will be a blow to/March from which even he will not quickly recover, 
because it will be a real blow to the prestige which he enjoys in certain 
circles in Spain which have believed that he could get away with anything. 

We ended our talks with the Syndicate today after we told them that we 
had considered carefully their demands but that the economic position of the 
company did not permit us to make them any offer and that we were therefore 
bringing all the facts concerning the negotiations and concerning the economic 
position of the company to the attention of the government. I have informed 
fully the President and Maryssael and I have informed the Acting Secretary 
of Labor and the Minister of Economy, so that they know the economic position 
of the company. Of course whatever increases we have to pay effective May 1 
will be reimbursed to us as of January 1, 19U9 under the adjustment clause, 
but any increase we give to the workers will be reflected in rates, and as we 
simply have to get higher rates under the electricity law which says that we 
shall make a fair return on our investment, we must try to keep down the rates 
as much as possible. We shall, of course, have to give some increases to 
the workers, for •they really need them due to the severe inflation here, but 
we must keep down increases we have to give to a most reasonable level. 

We feared that the conversations would break off today in a heated dis­
cussion, but as a matter of fact the leader of the Syndicate, who is really 
a bad egg, was quite restrained. I think the remarks which I asked Maryssael 
to make to the workers at the beginning of the negotiations, concerning the 
economic position of the company, had a really excellent effect, and while I 
feel that we are going to have a difficult month before we get a settlement 
and a new contract which we must have by the end of April, I believe that we 
will avoid a strike and an intervention. So far the company has handled the 
matter really very well and I feel that our position is very strong. 

So far as the credit is concerned I gather that things are going well, 
and while the delay is annoying it can't be helped, and in some ways it will 
be helpful to us in connection with this important labor contract that the 
credit has not yet been granted. It means that the Government will have to 
stand behind us more than it would under ordinary circumstances in the labor 
negotiations. 

Marion joins me in love and good wishes to you all, and do lengthen your 
stay until the middle of April, for you really owe it to yourselves to get 
this respite. 

We are giving our first party in the house on Friday evening and are 
looking forward to having Jimmy and June with us that evening. Jimmy is 
being very helpful to me and is really getting a very unusual knowledge of 
the problems of the company and is showing real judgment in the observations 
which he makes to me about things. I am very much pleased. 

Cordially and faithfully yours, 


