ADDRESS of the American Ambagsador, George 3. uonaorsmith
at the Commencement Lxercises of the American School
in Mexieo City, June 25, 1942, & p.m,
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It is & source of very real pleasure %0 me to be pre~

sent at these graduating exercises of the American School.
The splendid work which this school hes done, the high
scholastic standing which it has atteined here in Mexico
end the United States, its leadership in the community, and
the constructive role whieh it hag continuously played in
fostering cordial &nd friendly reletions between our Mexi-
can friends and our countrymen, are more than sdegquate
ground for the pride whieh we have in this institution, and
for the satisfaction which you now leaving the school can
have in its diploums,

You who this evening are completing your work in this
institution are being evwarded a diplome whieh represents
consclentious and arduous effort on your part. I congratu-
laete you on the successful completion of your courses.

I take this opportunity tc congratulate the officers
and teachers of the school on the completion of another
fruitful yeer in its &almost helf e century of existence. It
must be & source of very real satisfaction to the Board of
Direectors and teachers and students and to the Mexican and
American friends of the school that we are able to meet for
these commencement exercises in this fine new auditorium.

You who &re graduasted this evenlng end completing the
first phase of your preparation for your life's work are

doing
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doing so at a dramatie moment, In spite of the gre&t war
in the midst of which we find ocurselves, this is no. time
for pessimism, but rather for optimism, ss to the futwre.
Great forces are opposing each other in all parts of the
world, Tssentially this struggle is one of people like
urselves who desire above all to remain free; a struggle
against bigoted men who would enslave free peoples in their
shameless and drunken endeavor Lo grasp world power and doe
mination, Lamentable as it may be, and is, that free peoples
should be obliged to engege agein in such a gigantic strug-
gle to maintein all for which our ancestors had sacrificed
so0 much, the outlock and attitude for you who are lsaving
this institution this evening is and must be one of optimism
rather than of pessimism. That this war with all its sacri-
ficez of blood and treesure will assure that you who leave
here this evening shall have the same oppertunities for in-
dividual development and freedom that those who have left

in preceeding years have had, is in s way symbolie of what

n
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we are fighting for today. le are engaged in this great
struggle that personal freedom and cpportunity to lead a
decent life shall be conserved for all of us, and the gener-
aticns to come,

This is a bitter struggle which uust be waged until
the power of the enemy i1s completely annihilated, and the
odicus ideas for which the enemy stands compl: tely elimina-

ted from men's thoughts and actuation, It is well for us to

remember that the great contending forces are not opposing

each
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each other for the first time., Our history for many cen-
turies, and that of most peoples, has been the record of
struggle for greater personal freedoms., During those peri-
ods of history when nan permitted his spirit to bYe domina=-
ted by tyranny, the process c¢f liberation of the individual
recelved a tregic set-back, It is a curious thing thet ale
though we had come to consider human liberty as an inalien-
able right inherent in our very existence, sober thought
should have recallsd to us tnat men have always had to
fight to obtain and retain their liberty from restraints
imposed by their fellow-men, We recsll the Christian strug-
gle for freedom of the spirit which consumed men's passicons
and lives for centuries. The upsurge of progress in art,
musie, and philosophy that followed these decafes o! confu=-
sion, so plain to you from your study of history, affords
ample evidence of the fact that frecdom 1ls s recuisite of
progross,.

There is enother period in history which clearly
marks the most significant forward steps in individual free-
dom. You are all familiar with the events of the latter half
of the eighteenth century, during which we fought ocur war of
independence and for the principle that free people must have
a voice in their own government, You know the story of the
Frenoh Revolution, during which men asserted their right to
political frecdom, These two grest revolutl ns made it pos-
sible for the century to follow to be a steady record of a

further
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further removal of fetters from the spirit and actions

of man, They prepared the way and laid the basis for the
industrial progres: that has marked the last hund red years
and more, Movements for national freedom crystallized in
Europe and elsewhere and men everywhere obtained a larger
share in the determination of their lives and destinies.In
the other Republics of this New World, as in Mexico, the
struggle for independence was a long and arduous one. It

is worth recalling this evening that Hidalgo, the great
Mexican patriot, was among the first leaders in the then
Spanish controlled and exploited countries of the New World
to have a full vision of independence in the trus sanse of
emancipation and libsration., Morelos, Iturbide, Judresz,
Madero, all carried forward the banner of liberty and free-
dom in Mexico for ths space of a hundred bloody and turbu-
lent years,

Although in meny cases self-imposed fetters remained
on the spirit, we had reason to belleve that in the New
World and to a large extent in the 0ld, political freedom,
democratic instituticns, and & recogniticn of equality be-
tween sovereign States, were ldeas for which so much blood
send treasure had been shed that they were as immutably es-
tablished as the great mountains. Ye believed that whatever
else we might have to fight for because of the selfishness,
egoism and weakness that are inherent in the human spirit
among our better gualities, this independence, sovereignty

and equality would not again be threatened. And yet today

we are engaged in the most gigantic war of all history.

We
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We in the democracles, the believers in individual free-
dom, are fighting an enemy who seeks to impose on us and
on the world a "New Or&er” in which there is no frecdom;

in which man, devoid of personal dignity, is a mere in-
strument of the 8tate; in which there 1s no room fur reli-
gion except the worship of a human God whose word is law
and whose human judgment 1s imposed es inf:21lible. Our ene-
mies believe in a dominant nation and race which all others
must worship and serve; that men have no equality under the
law; and that there is no law except that of brute force.
théeir "New Order" is the ¢ld order from which we had freed
ourselves ithrough }Jong and bloody struggles.

The process by which cur snemies have gained such
powsr which they have momentarily wielded 1= that of gra-
dually and relentlessly undormining the feliths by which
men live., Those of us who knov the German people know they
have alway: rejected personal fre=dom and Inltiative as we
know and practice them, largely because lhey fear their
regponsibilities, For this reason the German is prepared
doeilely to accept fores and to resort to force as the
prime arbiter of cestinies,

In this great struggle we are opposing to this ruthless
enemy not only the forece of our combined armed might but
also our faith as freed men passed down through the ages,
that man is essentially noble; that his soul does possess
dignity; that his personality is inviolable; and that man
without freedom is more degraded than the slave in the

galley.
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It is in this faith of ours that lies our great
strength. For us personal freedom reposes in the mind
and spirit of the individual as much ms in the law, e
know that as long as we ¢an educete youth to seek the
truth, freedom is secure, You leaving this aschool this
evening have learned the real meaning of democraey in
the axziom: "3eek ye the truth and the truth shall mge
you free."™ Vhen we have learned the truth 1t becomes a
conviction and it is convicticns for which we are pre-
pared to fight and nmekc sacrifices, We cennot compromise
with convictions or with truth any more than we can live
in a world that is half sleve and half free.

Just recently I read some siznificant words whieh
your former Consul Genecral, James Stewart, recently re-
turned from 3witzerland, pronouneced in the United “tates:
He said:

"The ideal gradusnte of Nazi schools today
is a good obedient Nazi who hes no responsibi-
lity to his parents or to his church; and
therein we have the German definition of free-
dom of wouth. Preedom from moral restraint,
freedom from having to think about conduct,
Physical training is nlaced above mental train-
ing; mechanical skill above the intellect; and
blind loyalty to the Party above everything
else," ~

#ith a system which inculcotes these ideas into ycuth,
there can be no compromise, for under such a system life
would hold nothing for youth or age.

To those who thought and who clung to the idea that

in wajor matters of the spirit or in political practice

invo.ving human freedom there could be safe compromise,

Munioch




N
Munioh came &s the great and devastating disillusion.
Munich was the last of & series of compromises made in
an endeavor to satisfy the greedy and insatiable atti-
tude of & people so definitely bound on world conquest
and domination., We know today thet nothing was got from
this effort except further proof of the enemy's purpose
to divide and to isclate and to weaken democracy after
democracy by lulling esch in turn into a sense of false
security with promises made with no intention to keep
them., We in the demcoraclies should have seen long be-
fore Munich the definite threat to our principles and
to our independence, for each of us as individuals felt
only scorn for the totelitarian States and their ideas
end methois. As nations, however, we did little except
to retionelize ourselves into believing thet by compro-
mise we had achieved peace in our time, Whatever may
have been the dlisastrous results of Munich, the circum-
stances of that compromise will remain forever for man-
kind & sure proof thet with certain principles there can
be no compromise. We must fortify our sense of national
pride &nd honor and strengthen our collective determina-
tion to meintein our principles by implacably combatting
end removing injustice, wherever we may find it, without
compr amise.

A free people cen be no more base or no more right-
eous than the collective individual it represents., 1In
spite of all the mystery with which some of us still

persist
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persist in investing in our own minds the conduct of
the relationships between 3tetes, there 1s nothing se-
eret or mysterious about them. There ie nothing very
complicated in the relationships between States if we
conduct them with dup regard for the individual, Avar-
ice, hatred, greed, bigotry, lawlessness, selfishnesse-
all of these basic passions inherent in man and in nae-
tlons 4o not becowe dangerous until they are magnified
80 that they are the will of & people and find exprese
sion in their policy sither with rsspect to their own
people or to other peoples,

Under our democratic syrtem freedom from restraint
- ¢xcept those restraints whieh we find i1t advisable to
impose upon ourselves through our own frese will for the
ocommon good - permits the best in man tc assert itself,
We do not have to resort to tricks and to subterfuge to
achieve that personal liberty which under the system we
cherish and are battling to maintain is ours by inheri-
tance, Under our democratiec system, the more freedom
there is in a nation the more strongly the characteris-
tics of meroy, Jjustice, equality, and decency whioch are
likewise inherent in each of us, will assert themselves
and take on & national character and guide us in our re-
lationships with each other and with other States., And

the more liberty we allow ourselves the more we must be

prepared to recognize the inherent right of others to

those freedoms, We cunnot claim certain freedoms for

ourselves which we deny to others. Ve must use the weapon

of




of liberty to defend it in times of peace as well as

in war,

On Memorial Day this year at the National Cemetery
at Arlington, Undersecretary of State Welles made an
address from which I wish to quote the following para-
graphs because of their significance, He sald:

The immediate answer is celf-evident.
We nust utterly and finelly crush the evil
men, and the iniquitous systems which they
have devised , that sre today menacing our
existence, and that of free men and women
throughout the eearth., Thers can be no come-
promise, There c¢an be no respite until the
vietory is won., /e are faced by desperate
and powerful antagonists, To win the fight
requires e.ery ounce of driving energy,
every resource and initiative, every sacri-
Tice and every instinct of devotion which
eaclhh and every American cltizen possesses,
Nene of us esn afford to think of ourselves,
nons of us can dare to 4o less than his full
part in the common effort, Our liberty, our
Christian faith, our life as a free people
sre 8t stake, Those who Iindulge themselves in
false optimism, those who believe that the
neoples who ~ra fighting wi for our ¢ ommon
cause should relieve us oI our due share of
sa~rifice, those who are reluctant to give
their all in this struggle for the survival
on the earth of what 12 fine and decent, must
be regarded as enemles of the American people.

If this war is in fact a war for the
liberation of peoples it must assure the sove-
reign equality of peoples throughout the world,
as well as in the world of the Americas, Our .
victory must bring in its train the liberation
of 511 peoples. Discrimination between peoples
because of theilr race, creed or color must be
ebolished, The age of imperialism is ended.
The right of a people to thelr freedom must
be recognized, &s the civilized world long
since recognized the right of an individual to
his personal freedom. The nrinciples of the
Atlantic Charter must be guaranteed to the
world as & whole -~ in e2ll oceans and in all

continents.
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We are all deeply preocoupied with this great
struggle in whieh we in our country, our friends in
Mexico and in the Americas, and in the democracies of
the rest of thse world are engaged. e are searching our
minds by night as well as by day as to whset we can do
to contribute our part to the victory. There is nothing
which engages our thoughts more and we are prepared to
do our utmost, We never doubt the victory, because we
know the victory must be won irrespsctive of the most
bitter sacrifices we may be called upon to make, Thare
are moments when we ask ourselves whether, even after
the victory is won, we shall know how to build the bet=-
ter world for which we are battling and the way for
which we shall have prenared by the victory. I think
one may have every confidence that we shall do so. I
have no pessimism sither as to the victory or as to
our ability to bulld a better world., In this confidence
we must all go forward, and to you who are leaving this
institution this evening I wish to repeat what I said at
the outset of these remarks =- {hat there is no reason
to face the future except with optimism, But at its
best, life brings its burdens, end even in that better

world whieh we shall build li7e will have 1t= burdens
and you will have yours. It will be your duty to assume

responsibilities which now face you and which will faece
you in the future, in the new world which we shall build,

In




In this tesk the tralning you have recelved in this

institution should serve as a firm and s8s a sure

foundat ion,




