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INTERVIEY WITH JUDTE THOMAS WERLIHY, JR,
Wilnington, Delaware
June 23, 1971

Interviewed by: Myron Blackman

Judge Herlihy
Myron Blacknan

My name is Thomas Herlihy, Jr, Wy father was Thomas
Herlihyv, Sr.; and my mother w=2s Christina J11%A1mwha

Ramberger Upr71 v, My father was born in 0y 0k 7,
Ir@land and ny mother was borrn in Schralkalden, in
Ko (7Y or in ,pr,,-?,,,f'; Germarny, T

was bhorn in Wilmington, Delaware, on July 37, T
I lived in a predorinantly Irish Oommv”1fv‘ but
1{\

¥
becausge of my mother's German background, our honse-
-hold was basically CGerman, At the ave of 11, entered

the German schonl of Zion Tutharan Church, wnwnb WAS

then located at Sivth £ Jackson Streets in Wilmirchon,
Delaware, The nastor of the 7ion Lutheran Church at that
time was Sigmund George Von Posse, He was very much
intereated in Cerman societies and Terman culture and a
strong German at heart, Ir this community at that time,

‘we had a very large Cerman zroun, We had a Zerman

Lutheran church which I have already indicated was Zion,

“We had a Catholic church which wag Sao“ﬂd “oart and a2
“Lerman Baptist Church which finz2lly became inactive,

However, there wag also CGerran Societies whinch was very

active in the community. There were the Turners of

~courcse at Eighth & French Streets. There was the Deutsch
_House on Sixth Street hetwmen Walnut and French, And

there was a German Suemd@mﬂbuLMCL Mar mo+%ow vAs vcrv
active in the Jerman Fsroun wi
acquired a n1aﬁe at Grurbs Landinz on the Delezﬁwo wuq+
below Flﬁvmort Delaware. Recancze of the fac

mother was of fho ovnininn that T shonld have qom“ %ack~
ground in “erman, 1 entered the Zerman school at Zion
in -the f2ll of 1915, This wag my firgt ercounter with
Pagstor Von Rosse, He was tall, slender, hrad dramatic

“features, and was verv active, Fe liked sports, st his
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anle interegh was

; in tore,
1%+mra+ww0, and maaic, ] arian
in class. Fe had a sgstiek his
lesson, why re didn't he: clo-
ground of the class and nz of
German gerint, reading i _ Nne
German voetry, Ve opene_ in the ing wwfq a Cerman
'?r&yGﬂ” friary then we zang the and
started into the r@"nia” clasawork of reading and wr3+ing
in German, The =chool ran from 2 o'clock in the morning
until 12 every Saturday morning. At Zior Lutharan Church
at that time thore was a Germar Sunday Sohool

Frnglish Sunder School. Ons arrvwice wag ir Gey
one ge2rvice was in Fnslish, Thig had only com
recent years, I contil abont £
came to the churar, 211 servic

. oy
ve years he

3 >
g and all g2tivi

in Germarn. The 7zeal and the neatristizsm 0¢ Yo
hegan 1o ircronce with the Asclaration of war
af ?Clb. Mya vhnla q++ﬂ+nﬂo’ the ahmoanhavrns

waae alantod ftowards the MNoymen veont 2 and

Teyman activitios in the war, Th was at

“and ths fnetanca of a Ffew othears that he
resulayr Gorman “ave at tha Turmarc whare
woulad he > 0f Mevman matrintisc anng

cand the hnrins of the o0ld cross which was

N -

CAtlantic in cornection with subm

warfare 2

irvon crnas by which the Zerron roldiers
for valor, Thi~ was done to waisz monsr
of the Cerman zovernment in ite v al
that time, A% the sbArT of th@ 101! 2
~eommunity seemed to be wholehear suUpTHOYr =
caugse; but, with the stepun of < ivi n
n
ir

other activities of the German - the gentiment in
the Wilmington area began to tnrn more away from the
interest in the success of the Cerran arms, This became
very acute, . . This gituatior bacame very acute in the
soring of 1917, At that tire, Pagstor Von 3o0ss3s was
actively enzarsad in advancinz the cause of the German
veonle, T've already mentiored his activities ir estab-
lishing the German days at the Turners Hall and raising
the funds, but his whole vrograr was to encouraze thz
supnort of the Zerman government in its activities in the
war, This became, as I indi-at2d, very asericuvs and acnie
in the soring of 1017, On April A, 1017, the Init~d
States declarsd war azainst Zermany; and, at that time,
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Von Bogzzse decided to malke an icave nf it in the lIoecal
vaper=, The Journal, which wa~ then genar-~to 2nd anard
from fthe Vorninc News, and sevarate and arart from the
Fvery Evening, took a stronz position againet his
vehement advocacy of the German peonle, Feadlines were in
the »paners for at least a week denouncing him and also,
at the same ftinme2, ziving him srace in hig revly, This
was very discorcerting to the Zerman veople. Most of
the German cormmity in this area were of *the Zerman
libaral type 2nd were onpoged to the ovvrassive nili-
tarism. For examnle, while my ~randfather had served
in the Army of Saxony, he was z2hsolutelr ooposed to
raising hris cone to gerve under an oprressisge “ing, And
he gave this as ore of his reacornag for coring to This
country., Fe was a very staunch American, He never
misged the opvortunity to vote, and he conld not tolerate
any ciiticiem of the American meovnle or the American
go%erﬂmaﬂt. T eite him as an %Yaﬁplo hecauge thisz wa
the reaction of neonle gimilar to my grapdfather 27ains
Vor Rogge, The eituation hecame g0 tense that the Chur
agi
.;

ch
had 4o put pressirs on the nacstor to limit hio exmressicn
of supoort. There was a movemani 40 have him taker in
hand %y the frerican govermrert, and he was ahgsent for
a tima but returied to the comrunity for a short veariod,

And then he disenpearad, Subzednantls we learnad that he
had escaned thrauszh Mexico tn =0 back o Germany. This
was a very sisnificant oceurrance with the German veonle,
It was my oninion that mogst of the Cermanz in this com-
mmity were very much in favor of becomingz an active vart
~0f the American scene, As a matier of fact, I traced the
disintegration and the disgerination, . . I had better
‘uge the disintezration of the fTerman community as such

to this incident that occurred with Von Bosse because
many of the old-line Germans stoond un against him and
denounced him. The community, the Cerman community began
to lose itg identity as such, Vost of thas services at
Zion were entirzly in Enzlich, any of the people from
Zion went to St. Stevnhens Lutheran Church, St., Stevnhens
Evangelical Tutheran Church, z2s I did, whar2s tThe serv
were entirely in English, Tre Catholiec Church continued
~ite services in English for some time; and, as T've already
. indicated, th2 German RBapntist Church foldsd, The German
Aad.  people through the vears have met regularly in what they

" call an Octobherfest at Brandywine Svorings. I think uo
until the fall of 1917, thereafier they did not gather

>3 N . . tinved to bhe ive as
again., Thegq@_ ?2gbujﬂicorp;nxvc to be active as a
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singing groun, and the Turners have continusd their

activities for oymmastics, ®21% they took% in a number

of nonfermans: and, as a mather of fact, the Turmers

have established a hall on S. Clayton St”@@u in Wilming-

ton which is still active tn this day althoush it is not
he

entirely t© same type of German society it formewly was,
There wasn®t any doubt in my mind that Vorn Bosse in his
talks was part of the German zroup whose main objective
was the inculeation of the prmﬁnwc culture in Amerlo N
gsociety, And the position of this groun is somewhat
difficult now to. . . Excuse me, met me nut, strike that
and put it this wav., I am rot in a positinn where I can
identify ary oI the memhbhers OF this growr loc=21ly, I
know they had connections in nther cormmmities, Follow-
ing the conclusion. of World ¥sr T, there was aa Tlve
already indicated this deecline of the ferrman community
ag such, The Deutsch House »an regular affaire for some

time in the lat» twentieg ard early thirtise, but they

becam~ more and more a Zrour comaiszsting of rnornTermans as
well as Germans. Yon Bogge rafhurned o hAmerica and vi

-

Wilmington during the pariecd of the early thirties, Ve

talked to various groung here, e 4id no®t rava the game
vehemence or ardor in his pragertation of the Cerman

m,\N

cange, My eonneaction with the man commurift agaumed
official canand f‘x' in 1033 whor the Terran ,v’)"ﬁ"‘;e:]_ in
Eﬂ'}’*‘]w\')r\o wh o ‘A,Tf'\r_f‘-‘_ 't"'\('.\

R

orlr rom=MNatiomal @““**ﬁ? aa f
« i -

.

’ . 2 21 T 2y . . - R SO T . JOR T
Gorman concmil v the Morhh Aresicar nneh3eoand AnA o
a4 s .

Wilwington groa wae nrdoy hio Sowisdishince . Mhoye wag

nn Geyman vomweaagentative hewrs i thio ecormeurityvr and,

~heacause of the fact that I had resn comrmectad thraush

-mr mother with various srovns, T undertonk the yepre-

gentation of the covernment, ™ie also brought ma into
contact on rceveral occasions with Von Bogso, Trent T odid
not notice that he had any in rmarticular onen anthusiasm
for egpousing the German c=2m32 25 hefores, Tha German
nenple hers at the time of the coming of Hitler tn the
nower in Germany by and larze reacted against hir As T
indicatad, the German groun rere in Wilrington was pri-
marily a 11bﬂ““1 zroup, To illustrate what I'n falking

ahout, in the fall of 1937 the ”orM°w Deuvtech Youse wag
having its rezular Octoberfect:; 2and it invited .the mayor
of the City of Wilmington to talk, And he was unable to
attend; and, Ymowing that I had some connection with the
Gorman groun, he sugzested that I zo down and give the
address of welcome to the grovun on behalf of tha mAVOr,
on his behalf az mayor., My mother wrote thn apeech in
German, and I went down to zive the gresch, Now T may
be mistaken; it may have heen *n the fall of 1038,

Q
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Howevay, T wu * to relate Shie dincident recarvce thig was
really tho asp of a rcertain elemant in the Carman

community ir an attombt to Sdentify itsel® with the
German peorle or the Germarn nation, The meetine gtarted,
stiurbed at the outset because the Mazi fl=gs
were around the room, the hall; and I was told that on

gome occagions some of the members had gore as far as o
wear the brown shirt, I hone wa'll OVerook this nersonal
reference, but it came my turn To speak and T had about
finighed my tallk when I just hecame disconcertsed because

of the decorationg, the Nazi decorations., I then switched
from the mair» thema of my tall to outline that in this
community that the German-Americans had alwaye sought in
the long run to identify thenrelvas as Americans and to
avoid b@ln? a hyvohenated Amarican, German-Aimerican, grouwn,
And I said it was only a guestion of time when all ftraces
of the German oommnnwty wonld be loet, and that we would
not have arn ethnic grouv such as we have in the Polish
section south of Wilmingtor which would run from anproxi-
mately Linden Street to the city line and north of Maryland

.‘
:‘

t

{

‘Avenue to mrohra*ly Broom, which ig basically a Polish
. o ¥ o

neighhorhood, Nor d4id we h=ave a3 German groud occubying
an area q*mvl?r to the Ttaliar oroun wnwch waea Wwvwnw near

‘and clogA nv S+, Anthony's B, ©, Chnreh, T nointed this
Cout that the “erman groun no Lomger was identified with
any varticular =zaction of the city, They had become very

active in eivie affairs; were basically onod citirens and
-many of them dsvoted to the varions *ovowﬂﬂﬂﬁtﬂW activi-
fFies in which Tthey were involved, T can recall that some-

~where along the line, this must have beep conveyed back,
my talk must have been conveyed back to the German consul
cdn-New Yor, And I received various indications that I
was out of line with their activities, T 4idn't have
any ObJPCt’O“S. Uowevor, T continued to sexrve in the

capacity of representative of the Terman govarnment down
to July 1, 1obi, when we were ordered to desist, not to
carry on any business with the Zerman peonle, T had
undertaken o make clear my oosition 10 ny associates in
the state zovernment becavss at that time I was in the
ttorney General's office and T didn't want to be con-
gidered in any wayv an active in the Cerman cause, T did
not hear throuzgh this period of ecourse anything about

Von Rosse, T =subgequently ﬁcﬁ“wod that once again he
left the country and was zone for the period of the war.
The information I had receivad,that he had nsed the same
route throuwsh "exico in leaving as he did dnrirnz the
period of World War I,
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Mo, he was horr in this couritry, Hig father was the
rastor of St., TFanrl's Lutheran Church in Fhiladelnhia
which was basiecally a Germz» church, And he had heen
educated in Cermany. I think that this iz whare he
atauired his zest for snreadins Cerman nrovazanda or
n of iﬂproviﬁq +r o vosition

information for tre onrnos.
of the German civilizati ~ this country,
Would it be moasible that., . . Well, when 4id4 Von Bosse
come to the chrrch i i '

I ny memory gerves me correctly, he came 0 Ziom
Lutheran Church ahout 1914 or 1213,

Directly fror Cermany?

Yo, T thin¥ h~ had attend=d oa2 of tha Lutheran gemi-
naries in this commtry, And T think he had rad some
nastorate in another place, i right now 7 dom'h reeall
where that was,

Pecauge T'm worder? na if he —ivht have hadi anme conmac-

tion with the “erman governmant,

Well, T wasg PO"O“ able to demnngatrate, oh, oxousz we,
T’?T 'nn't -’y-t .7"3 \yp'.- ’T 3~ ot a’h‘}a 'tr) qof“"\’wc +rate thet
he did or he 4did ﬁot. T will =av that he certainly was
a very stronz advocate of the Tarman causs, and this
arouzed a lot of nm tre nart of tha cormunity
R et - I

such as we hrad here in Wilnirofon because we had 3

Ccitizenry whieh was predominantly supoorting the Allied

cauza, - And this stirred vo a sreat deal of anti-German
feelinz against both those —=orle who suprorted Germany

~ and -also the Cermans thPFQOT"ﬁc

i+
®]
R
3
B

Did this feelinz take any narticular

Well, there wers indications of some demor S
azaingt him, Tt became ovviore that his » ers
wore rnot vleased with his nositior And some of my
frisnds who recall those darys =aid that hie nar as
Sigmund Ceorge Yon 2Bosse and they'd say Bon Zosge,
raaning he was very bombastic ou ges and tha:r widiculed
" hirm, fh@y, of covrse, were Gw%?é and had +tolerated his
activities bafore the erntry of thn Tmited States in the
war, Ard they algo tried to ~1= down his a2ctivities
of coming to grirs with the Tvenirz Jourral recause they
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felt that only acecentuated the teneion in tha commmitr

as far as the Zerman nopulace wasg ~omcerne?, T aoan dngth
Tive vou one id=a that juet crossed my mind: T dont't

want to seem to ramble on thi<e, BRut, right at the outses
of the war--ro, T'm wrong ahont that because I entered

the German school in the fall of 1215, We started zsinging
anart from the vusval songs 1ike the .

We started sirzinzy the German war sonzs, and T can recall
that after Hindenburg had won that great victory at
Tammenber~ thav vsed t0o sing a Terman song anout hin,

And that we sans about every other Saturday mornin-z,

S0 he played up the war fever end of the thins, or rather
he nlayed un the war nart of it £0o stir vo a sort of war
fever, T'11 onut it that wav, T think that basically it
was his evireme diccinlirarian, that was old world German
discinline, You didn't dare challenge hin in any wav,

And when he entered the room, we all had to stand and
click our heels epnd stand at attention., We 4idn®t dare
move or anythirs else, He wonld not tolerate any disorder
in the Pld””“OO” at all, strict gilence, He wag the teacher
and hre was the nastor, and you were ziven to urderstand
thﬂt_you juat counld not in any warr chQTlﬁ“"* nim T was

ust i“+°TQQ+1ﬂj also that T nan ow thers was this growing
'fpn?nnw in my o mind as a hoy that, while T had asta rted
out in the @q“’v davs heing avrnathetic to th=s Georman

canse and Follvwoﬂ all the activities onn the YWegtarn and

Eastern frontes, thig bhegan to wane as the days z=vnroached
Arril 4, I ean rv,a11 the pronaganda or W%Qbﬁ*aﬂ That

built un aroummd the sinking of the Imgitaniz, what affact
it had onk me and ho war efforts directed at the American

coast and the attemvt to break the blockade of +the Allies

“in the Atlantic, And this of course then. . f course

the newsparars played un what was havpening in Belzium

and ‘what was haopening in the areas occuvisd by +the Germans,
and thig natnrally on a boyvieh mind had a grezat deal, And
I know that my mother more or less showed som2 of that

game reaction, She naturaWTy had a strong feeling for her
fatherland, And I rememter this, Az I said, war was

declared on Frlday, April 6, 1917, The next day was
Gernman school, Well, we were 2always called very early
to go to German school. That rext dav my rother never
ecalled us to oo +o Cerman school, That was the end; we
never went again, That ended i, xnd of course, I had
quite a few relatives who served in the American arny:
and T think her whole attitude chanzed ton, And T also
felt that later on when the vnomgzer ferman zrouv that came
here to Wilmington and had heen moras or less irbued with
the Nagzi doctrine that she reacted azainst ther too, I
jugt singled that out as omcuh7ﬂ3 that was clnse t0 me
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JH:

evamnle, T shonld mention-nar~s, Trhore was
real egtate, wh; a man who was woll bnown iy
~estate buginess, Kurtz; I wo:ld say that his
and his nogition the comm was not

;

= r

was William ¥artz, and it was t%wough hir--hne was getting
-
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to show the shifi from a stroms feeling For Termary to
almoat the counter, emphasizinz the feslinz and rerard
for thes land which her father had chosan 2s her hone-

lTand.

> ?

Did he try to indoctrinate you, the tude
way (inaudible) ?

Does April, 1217, aoproach the ¥e354¢

*50

Pe did not direct it against Armerica as such, He did
emphagize the German nationaliam very much, and I think
that was illustrated by the wav he would »aguire us 1o
sing like, . . Thare was a sonz that carme ont afier
Tannenberg, y and we all used
to get up and srout Von Hindasnhurs; and we

our hands up like nationalists, which is row familj
ricsht now, ha, ha. When I ges that s I
think "Oh, hov.," =Buft that's the wayv Von Posze would
get us to show the enthusias~ Tor suprvort,

After the war was past, was there
againgt the community rathzr fthan

v

Strarvo as it moy
in this comminity who knew tha Termans as
direant any of *~ﬁ1M enwxrw +owardg them,

5 geer, I thinY that moat

= - 1 AwYer.,

ion in !
affected, And hiz brother wa

uo in yesars--that I h@oamﬂ the renresentative of the

Yo

Cerman zovernmont 1033 while ~Adenhurs was shill o din
rman 7 mment 1 , e v i1

. K - P e
powor heecanso ho ﬂoﬂlﬁn t cavry on the work any mare,

Now then there was a man b7 thh mame of Vamhals wha wag

another one ard ths ¥Wleitz@- Mlay 217 wesetad ths ather
T oone A ha ¥leit: . “orr 211 vhon . yther
- - e hd ~ N — S s e T~ ™ —~

way, They tool a nosition» ahrovol: ?ialﬁgL Yo Toage,

S M
The Kleitz®s wore g Tamily which had a SRl ~

.
vholezale JOWDTMV hugzineacs Y ~-o, and +ﬂﬁ" vere vowy

active in civie 2ffairg and oo “orth, *rankiy, +the hard
chra of the Cermans who want 21~an~ with Vo» 2osce went
nrdersround,  They didn®t ghow themselvaes actively any

mora, and T thin% that come oF them czme 2 1it+tle bBit to

the fore just after H3t79” came Lo power, And we had
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some trouble with some of them when they went across
and came back from Germany, and they seemed all
enthusiastic about the Hitler government. But I think
that the pressure put immediately upon them was suf-
ficiently demonstrated by those who were opposed to
Von Bosse and were opposed to what he stood for as well
as opposed to Hitler and what he stood for.

So there was no (inaudible) violence done
to the Germans in the name of patriotism?

well, now, as I say, from a point of view of looking

at this historically and from an academic point of

view, probing into it, I think you have to take the
position that the Germans who were here in this city
were not at heart the Prussian type of Germans in

that sense. There were Prussians, but even the Prussian
group here were not that deep-seated as far as their
Prussianism and Germanism to really become active and

to stir up any more trouble than what Von Bosse had

already done by his gtand in the newspapers and his

-talks.,

Just to continue with Von Bosse, was there, when he

“1left the United States and went back to Germany, do
~you know of any people or any connections he might
~have kept up with some German friends?

In Wilmington?

Yeah,

Right offhand, I don't; but I certainly can find out,

"There are just one or two people who recall those days,
~and I may be able to help you out on that.

Because I was wondering, when he came back _ ,
you said he spoke to some people, I was wondering what
he spoke to them about.

Well,

(inaudible)

10
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(inaudible)

He became, when he returned to the States, he was given
the charge of a large Lutheran orphanage in Pennsylvania.
And, as I recall, at most of the affairs I attended

where he was present, he would talk about the affairs

of the orphanage. Now, normally when he got into groups
in the pre-war days, he always brought in subjects

related to the German way of life and he stressed that.
Now in the talks that I heard him give during the thirties
I don't recall any references of that nature. And, yet,

I still felt that he was at heart still the same type

of basically the hard-headed German that he was when he
was a pastor here. And that was shown because he became--
they were suspicious of him from the point of view of

the Nazis' influence or connections; and of course he

left the country under the same circumstances as he did

in World War I.

When did he leave the country ?

To my knowledge, he left sometime, I think it was in ‘40
to my recollection.,.

And was the United States government investigating him
OI’n [ u?

I cannot tell you., I don't really know the answer to that,

Because when you say under the same circumstances . . .
(inaudible) .

The information was that he went through the same route;

~he went to Mexico and then went back to Germany from
- there,

Was there any indication why he left?

I do not know. OfFf course, the guestion is answered in
this way because of his previous activities, the presump-
tion would be that it was for the same reasons., Only

-.instead of being for the German government under the
kaiser, it was now the German government under Hitler.

I have one question about the German community. You
said that., . . I was just wondering, what was the
nature of these groups before the war? What was the
nature of these wvarious groups? Was it just to keeD
some kind of touch with the fatherland?

11
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No, I don*t think so. You know the Germans. . . Let me
strike that; it's not good at all., The German nature is
such that they like to sing; they like to dance; they
like to have communal affairs in which they show a great
deal of enjoyment out of life, I mean, especially the
Germans that come from South Central Germany and Bavaria
and Munich and that area. And like from the section of
the country my mother came from, __ =, ,» - ‘' and Saxony
and that area, they really enjoyed the idea of getting
together, singing, having a good time, and just being
free and easy. That was the Oktoberfest that they ran
at Brandywine Springs; that was tynlcal And when they
had a celebration up at the sy 1t was

high activity. I mean there was almost a vibrancy there
that just was contagious when you joined it. And I went
to visit to see what Munich was like, and naturally I
went around to Hofbrau (?). And I don't know whether
that's the place Hitler was. And we got in there, and
there was the same type of noisy German group and sing-
ing. And of course there were a lot of American G.I.'
there at the time I was there., That was of course about
ten years after the war, and the American Army of occu~

"pation was there then., But there was just so much
~enthusiasm, and I could never understand how Hitler ever got

his start, coming out of Austria and out of Funich because

- my mother always said--and this is a word, if you've ever

had any German--" ." This expressed the

- German attitude here, They liked the jJjoy of living.
~And that's why they had these various cluts and groups.
‘'They had an athletic group--the Turners, as I said. And
they had the singing society, th ngnmi biyngl » And
then the German Deutsch House where théy gathered for
their affairs and dances,

Well, then, it just seems that Von Bosse misjudged the

-nature of this group.

Entirely. He Jjust did not understand that there were
Germans who could strip themselves of this love and direct
connection with Germany, I will tell you that right now,

" Definitely. He Jjust could not get that througnh his head.

I saw that, just as a young boy I grasped that., And,

~.actually, I guess he figured we had enough. . . We never,

at these affairs, sang any American songs of any kind.

Entirely German folk songs and military songs and war songs.
‘Like sy you know, This tune .

now has been used by the Communists., That was a great



JUDGE THOMAS HERLIHY, JR. - p. 13

JH: (Cont'd)

song that they used to sing. I don't think he grasped
that there was a sincere desire of many of the Germans
here to forget Germany, like my grandfather. He'd simply
say, if you heard anybody talking about America, he'd say,
"Look, there's nothing to prevent you. Go back.” I
remember him saying that. And I think that that typified
most of the Germans I knew. They were here, and I could,
well, look at it. I've pointed out that there's an

ethnic group in one section. . . In one section of the
city the Poles, an ethnic group; in the Italian section., ., .
Of course, the Irish are more or less. . . The Irish

tend to more where I was born. That is moré or less,
that's breaking up. The Irish don't have the same hold
in any particular section of the community as they once
did., I Jjust feel that in this section of the country
there was another group. I mean right here in Delaware,
And, by the way, I forgot to mention they did have two
German newspapers. One of them was a really liberal
paper. It was almost to the extent. . .  And, too, one
of the Germans that lived up the street from my people., . .
“There were very few non-Irish in our neighborhood., But
there was a German family living up the street, and he
was a German Socialist of the most active kind. And he
ran for, every time any election. He ran for any office
that was open that he could get his name in on the
Socialist ticket. And this typified now, . . Nost of
the Germans didn't go that far. But they were more of
the--and I've used this word probably indiscriminately--
liberal., But they were basically liberal,

}B: .{question is inaudible)

JH: I hesitate to say yes. But I could name names and the
persons who were connected with this German newspaper.
But it is my ovinion that they were Socialists.

VB And did they come out against the war or for the war?
For the United States, I mean?

JH: I don't recall. I dbn't remember now,

. MB: (inaudible)
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Not right offhand., I'l11 probably think of something
after we discontinue it. I'd like to emphasize this
point. At the time of the occurrence of the Von Bosse
incident with the newspapers and his pro-German state-
ments, I am satisfied that there developed in the com-
munity a strong anti-German feeling. I'm of the opinion
that this did not continue for too long a period of time
because, as I've already explained, the German group here
consisted of many German families who had no strong con-
nections or feelings about their fatherland as Von

Bosse did. And I say that here in Wilmington--while it
may have been intense for a period of three or four
months following the declaration of the war--this anti-
German feeling towards the Germans in the community
subsided., Now I have this standard of comparison. I
was also, because of my opportunity to observe the German
group in Baltimore and because of the fact of my connec-
tion with the German consul there, I saw the 1ntens1ty
of the pro-German feeling among the Germans of that com-
munity. I am certain that I also observed a strong anti-
German feeling directed at these Germans., If you can

.recall, it was in World War I. . . It was the port
where the first German submarine, cargo submarine, landed
-in this country, making a trip all the way from Germany.
"And it landed in Baltimore, This same group that I'm

- talking about remained basically loyal to Germany in
“World War I, and they continued down through the post-

" war period until Hitler's coming to power, And I am

- gatisfied from some incidents that I saw occur in the

Deutsch House in Baltimore that they were pro-Nazis.
This engendered a lot of, a great deal of anti-German

. feeling towards the German people in the community. Here
“in Wilmington while, I believe for a short period during

world » the feelinz was intense against the
Germans, I don't think it continued for any length of
time and I believe that following the war it subsided

-entirely. In the meantime, as I've already indicated,
- the German community as such lost its basic identity.

And in World War II the feeling for the Nazis was defi-

- nitely confined, and there was no attempt to openly parade
"their pro-Nazi sympathies in public except on tho occasions
‘when they had affairs at the Deutsch House on wWes% 6th St. [?th

I did see a very interesting occurrence, now that I think

-of it, One evenlnﬂ I walked along West 6th Street, and qu
it was about 9 o' clock in the evening. And a group of

boys in that neighborhood were really bombarding the doors
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Py

(Cont*ad)

of the German House with stones. And I don't know
whether they were just doing it, but it seemed strange
to me they were singling out that particular place,
But that's the only thing of that nature that I saw,
This was during World War II? |

This was during World War II.

Okay, thank you.

(END OF INTERVIEW)
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