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‘PREFACE.

At the- call of the Executive State Committee the Con-
vention assembled in the City Hall, Wednesday morning, Jan-
uary 21Ist, at 9 o’clock, and continued three consecutive days and

- evenings, and’ adjourned on Friday night at 10} o’clock, sine die,
with three cheers for liberty and the progress of liberal sentiment
in Ohio. Itsobjects were to foster morals, discourage an ignorant
ministry, encourage education, temperance, im lustry and economy
among the colured people, and to seek the repeal of all laws which
make distinction on account of color, by refusing colored persons
admission into the public institutiofi$~of the State for the insane,
blind, deaf and dumb, and especially to have the obnoxious feature
in the Constitution erased which prevents colored men from the
right of an election. So noble a purpose ought to have enlisted
the sympathy and active co-operation of the colored people in the
whole State, but such I regret was not the fact, and instead of
forty or fifty delegates we should have had five hundred deputies,
resolute and firm, but not fanatical, but determined, though de-
feated every day in the year, to usc all lawful means in their pow-
er to secure the immunities of an American citizen. But those
who were present represented, in a fair proportion, the respectabil-

_ity, and I know stthe intelligence of the people. I was glad to see

'the interest taken in the meeting by the people of Columbus, es-
pecially the colored people. The weather was very cold, and the

~ hall where the session was held was cold, but the ladies, God bless
them! heored us with their smiles, and wishes and approbation,
and for wanicii I thank them, not for myself alone, but for the
millions with whom I am identified in suffering and wrong.

Among those who were conspicuous in Convention, were Peter
H. Clark, of Hamilton, now assistant editor of “Frederick Doug-
lass’ Paper;”” Juhn Mercer Langston, a young and talented mem-
ber of the Lorain bar; John Jones, a graduate of Obérliq Col-
lege, and a premising young man; J. I. Gaines, a boat-st'ore.'l'«;eep-

~ er of Cincinnati; Dr. Charles H. Langston, a teacher of a éagam-

mar school at Columbus; Thomas Goode, an enterprising ‘mechan-
ic of Cincinnati; Mr. David Jenkins, Mr. John Booker, Mr. Jno,:
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Malv:m, Mr. W. H. Burnham, and Mr. John Watson ,-of Loram
county. A great work is before thése gentlemen. Not the mak-
ing of a President, av”@(overnor, or a member of the Supreme
Bench, but to redeem from ridicule and contempt the religion,
civilization and republicanism of America. -~ Now, because a man
is black, it is no reason why he should not kneel at the same altar,
~dine at the same table, ride in the same coach, be educated in the
same school, and be buried, if he desires it, in the same grave-
yard, by the side 6f his anglo-American brother; and he who de-
nies him the right, is either' a heathen or a tyldﬂt. -But we are
told that colored men are ignorant, and this is assigned as a reason
why they should not vote. Are we any more ignorant than the
thous ands of foreigners who annually flood the country ?  Arve we
more 1qn0rant than the thousands of poor white men in the States
. who can neither read nor write} as indicated by the census of 1850,
and certain revelations made during the last campaign for Presi-
dentiof the United States? Hon. Henry A. Wise, the "eccentric
iovémor of Virginia, boasted in a public speech that in his dis-
*trict there were but few newspapers and free schools, and of course
but few men, uompamtlvely speaking, who could either read or
write; and I suppose those were the gentleman’s constituents.—
And yet such persons are allowed to vote for Franklin Pierce or
James. Buchanan, while an intellicent, educated and wea‘fhj man
of color is driven from the polls as though he were a dog. This
monstrous m]ustlce must be kept before the people, and since we
- have no organ to do it, no mouth-peice to tell our grongs, we must
avail ourselves of Conventions to spread’ the licht. Long, then,
may our annual meetings live! Long may they live to infuse a
more catholic spirit, a more genial sentiment among the dominant
~ class in Ohio towards the colored people !

&




PROCEEDINGS.

®

Corumaus, January 21, 18.)7 ‘
Conventwn met as per call of the State Central Commlttee,‘m,
. the 01ty Hall. |
Mir Jenklnq of I’xankhn, called the house to order, ‘andon
- his motion John \Vatson, of Lorain, was appointed temporary
* Chairman.

W.-H. Burpham, of Cuyahoga, and A. J. Chancellor, were
appointed temporary Secretaries. :

On motion of W. P. Morgan, of Logan,i a Commlttee of five
was appeinted on permanent organization. The Convention ap-
pointed the following gentlemen : :

J. M. Langston, of Lorain ; Granville Foster, of Highland ; Ww.
P. Morgan, of Logan; D. § Bruee, of IIalrlson, and DdVld Bar-

~nett, of Pike.

After a few nnnutes absence, the Committee reported the fol-
lowing gentlemen permanent officers of the Convenuon :
PresuZent-——-John M. Langston.

Vice Presidents—John Watson, W. P. Morgan, W.W. Johnson,
J ohn; Booker.
Secretaries—W. H Burnh‘xm, Petet'H Clark, D. S. Bruce.
Business Committee—D. denkins, C. H. Langston, P. 1. Clark,
A’T Chancellor, David Rn‘acft John I. Gaines, John Malvin.
Fmame Commm‘e&—-—g L Langston, D, Jenkins, Jas. Evans. :
\Vhen on motion of D. J eumm, the report was adoptcd ,
V& hereupou the following gentlemen enrolled thumselves as
members of the Convcntmn :
" Lordin C’ownfz/‘—-J M. Langston and John Watson.
Ross County.—J. A. (,hancehor and C. D. Williams.
Hamilton (ounz‘J —W. I Fuller, Thomas J. Goode, W. H.
Mann, Peter H. Clark, John J. Gaines and (zeurge W Roots
Pike Qounty. —David- Barnett.
- Highland, Counz‘ y.—Granville Foster.
Muslingum County.—Renton M. Harper.
’ Lodan Ommz‘g.*—W P. Morgan, W. Hocking, Wllham John-'
son, J. Archer, B. E. Hea‘rheoek and W, P. Moxley.
Ckampaum O’Dunty ——~W11ham Walden

¢




6 -

Harrisson County.—D. 8. Bruce and J. Manley.!

Delaware County.—Washington Wooldredge. ’

Green County.—dJchn Q. Jones and W, H. Hanster.

Clark County —Henry Washing and Robert Piles.

Wyandott County.—A. A. Allen. )

Licking County.—Henry Lucas and William Henry.

Franklin County.—D. Jenkins, John Booker, Allen Johnson,
Avugustus Anderson, James E. Evans, 0. H. Langston, Isham
Martin and Wilman Milton. ‘

Cuyahoga .County.—W. Hurst Burnham, R. B. Leech .and
“ John Malvin. 4

The Business Committee reported the following resolutions,
which were unanimously adopted :

Resolved, That, in the language of John Wesley, Slavery is the
sum of all villainies, and ought to be resisted, ever unto death.

WhEerEAS, The accumulation of wealth has a great, tendency to
elevate any people, therefore

Resolved, That the Convention recommend to the colored peo-
_ ple of this State to form in each county associations whose object

shall be to unite the capital of. our people for the purpose of buy-
ing real estate. ‘ .

Resolved, That whereas a party favorable to the interests of the
colored people, and of strong anti-slavery proclivities, is now in
power in this State, therefore we most earnestly, yet respectfully,
call upon them not only to repeal all of the remaining Black
Laws of this State, bup to strike out the word WHITE from the
Constitution wherever it occurs.

Resolved, That we renew our recommendation to the colored
people of the State of Ohio, to procéed at once in every town
where it is practicable, and where they cannot be enrolled araong
the whites, to form a military company or companies for the study
of Scott’s military tactics, and to become more proficient in the
use of arms. o

Resolved, That all male inhabitants (white or colored) above
the age of eighteen years, of good moral habits, and who have re-
sided in the town or place where they may make application for
membership, one year next preceding such application only, shall
form a part of the company, and we pledge our influence every-
where and at all times to their support.

Resolved, That we hail with pride the company now at Cincin-
nati, under the title of the Attuck Blues, and we hope its star |
may never go down; that it may live to be of service to our State, -
‘our people and country. . , , ,

Resolved, That we are opposed to th%agz'tatz’on of colonization
or emigration in every shape and form, if it means the removal of
the colored people in the States to the North, South, Central
America, Canada or Africa, believing such agitation to be detri-
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mental to the best interests of the race, and we do pledge our-
selves to resist it, come from what quarter it, may.

Resolved, That if any one desires to remove, and thinks by so
doing he can better his or her condition, or that of his family, we
recommend him to do so0, but not to hazard the nghts of those
who choose to remain behind. |

Resolved,. That the utter impossibility of preaching the gospel
of Christ in its full purity and power in most of the Southern
States of this nation, renders it incumbent upon those in the
Christian Church of America to withdraw all ministers and
churches from that section, thus obeying the divine command 1
“When they persecute you in one city flee ye unto another;” and
thus bearing their strongest testimony against the uupardonable
sin of America-—Slavery—teaching the slaveholder that he is self-
excommunicated by his persistence in that foul practice.

Resolved, That the General School Law of Ohio, by putting the
education of the colored youth of those districts where they num-
ber less than thirty, at the mercy of any narrow minded creatures
who may be prompted by their illiberal prejudices to object to their
admission into the public schools of*the neighborhood, afiiists a
grievous wrong upon those children, and works a permanent imjury
to the interests of the State of Ohio by keeping a portion of her
people in ignorange, and as colored men and citizess of Ohio we
protest against the wrong.

Resolved, That we earncstly request our people to avail them-
selves of the educational facilities afforded by our State, to-insist
that the schools set apart for their especial use shall be properly
graded and taught by competent teachers; to use well the advanta-
ges conceded and strive for more.

Resolved, That the Convention return thanks to the oﬁioers of
the Conventwn for the impartial performance of their several
duties.

Resolved, That the Convention return thanks to the City author-
ities of Coluntbus for granting us the free use of the City Hall.

Resolved, That the next State Convention be held in the city of
Cincinnati, at a time designated by the State Central Committee.

Mr. John I. Gaines presented the following resolutions, which
v-eré unanimously adopted :

Resolved, That we have heard with deep sorrow of the demise,
since our last annual meeting, of L. D. Taylor, Esq., of Columbus,
Ohio, who has beex in pubhc life among us for many years, and a
member of nedrly every State Convention.

Resolved, That in the death of L. D. Taylor -society has lost
ore of its best men, the colored people one of their most active
and energetic members, and the poor slave a real friend.

Resolved That a copy of the above resolutions be furnished by -

the Secretary to his bereaved family, and the same entered on the
minutes of the Convention.

Pending the consideration of these resolutions, Messrs. C. fH
Langston, D Jenkins and James E. Evans in short speeches bore
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tegtimony to the hlgh moral character and great usefulness of Mr

- L. D. Taylor. \

On motion of Mr. D. Jenklns, it was rasolyed that Mr. C. h

_ Langston be requested to furnish his remarks for publlcatloﬂ with

the pruceedings of the Convention.
Mr. Langston spoke in subst'mce as follows:
MR. PRESIDENT, LADU:? AND GGENTLEMEN -—I -arise in obes

dience tu a call of this Cofivention, to perform the solemmn and
melancholy duty of saying a few words on the life, labors an

death of our departed brother and fellow laborer, Lorenzo Dow

Taylor.
Although it is a pamful task for us to dwell upon the death of
the great apd good, and to contemplate the loss which the world

- has sustained in their death, yet we may with profit, pleasure and

delight meaitate upop their goodness, their virtue and their pe-
qevolence, and hold up to ourselves those sublime characteristics
as a burning light to lighten our pathway to usefulness and re-
nown. FKor
“Lives cf great men all remind us
We can make our lives sublime,
And departing leave behind us
Foot prints or the sand of time;
Foot-prints that perhaps another
Bailing o’er life’s solemn main,
" A forlorn aud shipwrecked brother,
Seeing, shall take heart agsain.”

Mr. Taylor was born in the western part of the State of Vir-
ginia, about the year 1815, and was therefore at the time of his
death (April 25th, 1856,) about forty-oue years of age. Of hig

early history I can say but little, for it is concealed in that black |

and impenetrable obscurity in which Slavery always seeks to en-
velope itself and its victims. Notwithstanding the same common-
wealth which gave birtk to the honored champions of human lib-
erty, Washington, Henry and Jefferson, gave birth to-Mr. Taylor,

~ yet the latter was born a Slave. Although Henry had shouted,

5’“G1ve me liberty or give me death,” and Jeﬁ"erson had declared

that “‘all men are created free and equal,” and Washlnwton had =

“led the hosts of Liberty from conquering unto conqueror, still in
.their native State, the galling fetters of the bleeding bondman were

“not broken, and the Old Dominion still produces its thousands of
infant Slaves. Mr. Taylor, in his youth, was, of course, surround-
. % 0 . ‘,5\ : i b g




ed by all the blighting influences which crowd upon the fiendish
institution of Slavery. His native State is rem?rk@ble for its pre-
tended love of liberty, and its real love of despotgsm It is . ve-
nowned for its slaveholding, its slave-breeding and 1&blave-trading.
It is famed for its ignorance and its odious laws, which forbid, un-
der heavy penalties, the teaching of colored children to read their
own names, the name of the God who made them, or of the sun
which gives them light. ' é
Under these degrading circumstances, :md these odious and
damning laws did our demised friend - begin life, and in this de-
plordble and wretched condition spent many of his early years.—
By some unforeseen but kind providence he was emanapatvd, from
this state of thraldom—the relation of muster and Slave being ab-
ravsies—and he joyfully removed with his parents to the {ree
sinio of Ohio. e here commenced the cultivation of his m: nd,
and having left the dominion of human Slavery, he had fondly
hoped to enter the schools of learning unrestrained, and thereby
preparc himself for future usetulness. ]%nt,. alas! he was dovined
to the saddest disappointinent. In this free and otherwise liberal
State he encountered a hulwark of prejudice more formidable than
Alpine steeps—those mighty barriers which the hand of nature
has lifted up as a limit to human ambition. This collossal moun-
tain of negro hate, ‘“rearinv its lofty head to Heaven,” bade defi-
ance to every attempt to ascend its rugged eliffs. This pro-slavery
spirit closed the doors of schoolx, colleges and seminavies, not only
against Mr. Taylor, but agaiust every colored man, woman and
child in the State. 'This accursed prejudice became embodicd in
a code of enactments known as the “Black Laws of Ohio.” At
the ;very threshold of the State Mr. Taylor was met by this
heathenising code, and denied a lega! residence in the State, ag
well as every other immunity enjoyed by its citizens. By these
laws, the public schools withheld from him their invaluable bless-

-ings. This adamantine wall of prejudice and negro hate propped

o

and supported by statutary and constitutional enactments required
an almost superhuman energy and perseverance in a colored man
to scale its summit, triumph over its power and influence, and rise
to moral and intellectual eminence. L. D. Taylor did possess this
energy and perseverance. He did triumph over these almoit in-
surmountable obstacles, and rose to a high eminence of momht y and
intelligence.

Asa father, Mr. Ta,ylor was kind and mduloent yet never for-

¥
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getting the admonitions of Scripture, *Train up achild in the way
he should go, anid when he is old he will'not depart from it.” As
a‘husband, his distinguishing characteristics were love and devotion.
- Being ever under the influence of these Grod-like traits of -charac-
ter, he made every sacrifice to render his family comfortable and
happy, always remembering that ‘he who neglects to provide for
‘those of his own household is worse than an infidel.” As a citi-
zen, his life and conduct were the purest exemplification of the. .
deep and abiding faith which he possessed in that glorious and
divine truth which says, “Righteousness exalteth a nation, but
sin is a reproach to any people.”” As a scholar, he very far sur- -
passed thousands whose opportunities for mental culture were
much superior to his own. While he did nnt so much excel in
the knowledge of letters, he seems to have fully appreciated the wise
man’s advice when he says, “Wisdom is the principle thing;
therefors get wisdom, and with all thy getting get understanding.”
As a philanthropist and reformer, Mr. Tajlor had those invaluable
elements of character without which no reformatory enterprise
can be pushed to a successful and speedy termination; na»emelsr, a
fixed and unyielding determination, a ‘‘dauntless spirit,”’” and an
active and self-sacrificing enelgy To convince him that any re-
form was in accordance with the immutable principles of reciitude,
al once enlisted him in its support and advocacy, and when once
engaged in any cause, his self-consistency, his inflexible will and
his indefatigable exertions made him®a mighty champion in its
support. For twenty years Mr. Taylor was nct only an active
and untiring advocate of the cause of temperance, but a consistent
temperance man having never been known to taste one
drop of ardent spirits during that time. He was a bg?rber, and
as such was expected, in accordance with a prevalent 'as well as
a profitable custom, to {vllow his ordinary avocation on the Sab-
| ‘bath day. But so determined was he in his course of moral duty
that neither the prevalence nor the profit of the custom had any
effect upon him. Although he did not belong to any religious or-
ganization, yet while men of high standing in the church
were desecrating the Sabbath by pursuing their secular
business on that day, Mr. Taylor might be seen surrounded by -
his family making his way to the church. In: the anti-slavery
reform he was always zealous and active, ever remembering
¢those in bonds as being bound with them.” The bleeding fugi-
. tive escapmg from _republican despotism to monar;hlal hberty,
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found in him a sincere and devoted fnend and a. ready and efficiens
helper. ” :

The labors of Mr Taylor in the cause in which we are now en-
gaged, must not be overlooked or forgotten. The moral; intellect-
ual and political elevation of the colored people, was a cause ever
dear to his heart. He labored constantly and earnestly for its pro-
motion.

This, I believe, is the first State Convention of colored men ever
held in Ohio without his presence. He has always been with ug
in these efforts for self-elevation, and we have always been proud
to honor him as one of our greatest benefactors. But he is gone.

Hlp warning voice will no more be heard in our assemblies, and

Whﬂe we are forced to grieve over the loss which his family, the
causé\l)’f the slave and our own cause has sustained in the death
of this great and good man, we are happy to know that he has so
11veD and so acted as not only to hand his name down to poster-
ity with undying honor and unsullied fame, but has been admitted to
that celestial habitation above, where he shall spend a glorious
eternity in the immediate presence and favor of the great archi-
tect of the universe. Then while we are meditating upon his
death, let us determine to imitate his life, and so be a blessing
to the world, and an honor to our creator.




ADDRESS TO THE PEOPLE OF OHIO, |

N

CrrizeNs or Omro:—We address you in the name of the

. colored: people in the State, (many of whom are natives) who |

have becu deprived of their natural, civil and political rights, and
all for no crime which is contrary to the spirit of the Constitution
and your own Bill of Rights. ¢« Hear us,” citizens, “for our
cause,” while we present you facts in relation to the manner in
which we have been oppressed, which ought to make your cheeks
tingle with shame, especially when you remember it is done in
the face of our Bibles, ‘Missionary Societies and under the nose
of the church. You say we are ignorant. If we are ignorant,
you are the cause; if we aré less educated and intelligent than
you, the erime lies at your door. But we deny that we are more
dishonest and more improvident than other elasses of citizens, and -
those who assert to the contrary) the gnus probandi, that is, the
burden of proof, rests with them, and net with us.

In 1802, the old Constitution was adepted in convention, and
Liere was the beginning of the enactments against the people of
color, for prior to that day they voted, could hold office, and exer-
clze cho full right of franchise under the laws of the Territorial
Legisiature. .

“In all eicetions,”” says that instrament, “all white male inhab-
itants above the age of twenty-one years, having resided in the
State one veor next preceding the ef‘ectiun, and who have paid, or
are charged with, & Zoiic or County tax, shall enjoy the right of
an elector.” |

This clause, on first trizl, was negatived by 19 to 15, but on re-
consideration it was a tie, and the casting vote given in its favor
by Edward Tiffin, Fsq., who was the presiding officer. Thus our
vote was taken fzom us by the inconsiderate will of one man.—

We trust he is in Ileaven, but it is exccedingly qutstlonable to say
the most.

=

Now these gentlemen tacitly admit that there was a class of
black inhabitants in the State above the age of twenty-one years,
who had paid, or were charged with, a State or ‘County tax, and
therefore were entitled to vote, but they purposely kept them from
it because they had the power. It reminds us of a circumstance

3
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which took place in a Southern city ouly a: few weeks ago.w A
colored man was on trial for stealing, in the €ounty Circuit Court
of St. Louis, and the main witness against him was a white boy.
Defendant’s counsel asked him: “Boy, do you. Lnow the nature
of an oath?”  The witness replied: ~ “Yes sir; to swear agin
the nigger ! 3 WJ

No the gentlemen who framed the Constitution thought they
were discharging their duty and filling the end and purpose of
civil government by making a rule ayin the wiggers.  That anti-

i
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nepro clause hug heen transterred almost verhotim 1u the new (on-
stitution, adopted March 10th, 1831 at Cincinnati. And for
tne sake of an enlichtened civilization we would it were not there.
Now, in Convention, where the latter passed and became the su-
preme law of the State, were U5 members, aud among the nnmber
were the flowers of the Democratic and the old Whig parties, but
only seven were found  who were willine to restore the rights of

an efector to colored men.  The New Constitution »u' liudes the

words or phrase, “every white male eitizen of the United Stutes,”

for white male inhabitants, aud with this cxception it is substan-
tiantially the. same. Now the Coustitation of the United States
recognizes but two classes of citizens, to-wit: Native and adopted.

Arxticle 2d, section 51st, says: “No persen except 2 nararal

born citizen, or a ecitizen of bhé Tfmtmi_ States at the tine of the
adoption of this Constitution, shall be elizille to the ofiice of
President, &¢.”  Now, niicty-nine out of every hundred colored

men now living in the United Staves were born init.  Hence the
Convention of '51 i3 guilty of deliberately, are will ot sty ma-
liciously, of depriving us of our bivth-richt, or a right which we
acquired by being born on the soil, and the only right which gives
“a chance to the oft repeated declaration, “I am an American citi- - -
zen.” But we insist that the State Las no right to tax us and

yet deny us representation, for taxation and representation go to-

gether, as man and wife, and you can ne more separate them in

point of fact, and according to the genius of our institutions, than

you can annihilate matter, or obstruct the course of the Sun. . .

“My position,” said Lord Chatham, in the British House of

Parliament, “is this: T repeat it; I will maintain, it to my-last
hour, taxation and representation are inseperable. This position '
is founded on the laws of nature; it is more—it is of itself an *
+ eternal law of nature; for whatever is a man’s own is  absolutely

~ his own; no man has a right to take it from him without his con-

u

e




14

sent. Whoever attempts to do .it, attempte an injury; whoever
does it commits a robbery.”

‘Patrick Henry, in the House of Burgesses in Virginia, declared
¢n substance, that the King, in giving his assent to the Colonies
being taxed, had played the part of a tyrant, and reminded him

that he might meet the fate of Charles the First. Indeed, citi- -

zens, the Revolution of ’76 turned upon the single point that
Great Britain had no right to bind her Colonies, to tax them and
then deny them a voice in Parliament. The colonists were right,
the people who sympathized with them were right, and every drop
of blood shed was shed in a holy cause. It is then good Amen-
can doctrine, and no one has a right to gaineay it.

You have no right, therefore, to deprive us of the elective fran-
chise ; he who does it, doesa wrong; he who aids in. doing it, or
in retaining the anti-democratic feature in the Constitution, aids
in retaining an abominable tyranny. But, fellow citizens, the
word white works evil in other respects. No colored man (as
such) can be a Governot, a Secretary of State, a Judge, a Lawyer,
a Clerk, a Commissioner, Notary Public, a Magistrate, a Constable,
or even a nigger catcher. He can fill no political office of trust
or honor, or profit, nnder the Constitution. We read of a printer-

| boy who “has risen to be an influential editor and a leader of the

Democratic Party in the United States. We read of a shoemaker,
a mere driver of pegs in*a boot, who is the legitimate successor
of Daniel Webster in the Senate of the United States, and the
champion of Free Soil, Free Speech and Free Men. We read of
the wagon boy of Ohio, who won golden opinions as an orator,
worked his way into.the Executive Chair of State, and then into
the Cabinet of Ex-President Fillmore, and is now a distinguished
member of the Cincinnati bar. But no place of distinction is
held out to the, black man—no path of glory opened to his vision;
he may thrive if he can; is at liberty to die; but is nowhere ea-
couraged, fostered or protected. Is it just, is db politic, is it
wise ! L
Fellow citizens, the word white prevents colored men from be-
ing enrolled in the militia. Article 9th, section Ist, holds the
following lanvuaae
 «All white male citizens, residents of the State, being eighteen
years of age, and under the age of _forty-five years, shall be en- |
rolled in the militia, and perform military duty,” &e. There it is
in black and white ; what think you of it, fellow cltlzens? No
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government on earth, save Democratic America, has a Tule so des- '
potic. In England, colored men are among her best soldiers; .
in France they are in the army and navy; in Russia they are in . ~
the camp and the field; in Turkey they form a part of her corps;
in Brazil they are officers of the regular army, and of the corpora-
tion guards and militia. ‘

“Mr. S. 8. Steward, of the United.States Navy, saw in tl’{e lat-
ter country: ‘A squadron of dragooms, in a scarlet wuniform,
had just been placed in line on one sidetof the square; a mount- h
ed band, in buzzar dress, of the same color, was in attendance. I~
took a station for a moment near this. It was composed of six-
teen performers ; and in the number included every shade of com-
plexion, from the blackest ebony of Africa, through demi, quarter,
and demi-quarter blood, to the purely swarthy Portuguese and Bra-
zillian, and the clear red and white of the Saxon, with Llue eyes
and flaxen hair.” The gallant Commodere thought that it was a
» very disgusting sight for an American, and doubtless it was, for
we have no doubt he went into hysterics or had the rheumatism
every hour. A time may come when the services of black soldiers

~ will be needed, and when a general Jackson will call his Llack
brethrén to arms, as did the old hero in 1814, at the Battle of New
Orleans, and we will not be found in:the rear, but if there is any
fichting to do, in the front of the battle. And yet men of such
grit fannot comprise a part of the militia of Ohio. Shame!

_ Fellow Citizens, we invite your attention for a moment to the stat-

" utes which have been passed, infringing on our rights.

« On the 5th of January, 1805, a law was passed regulating the
condition of a legal residence of blacks and mulattoes. Who its
author was, or where he lived, we are not advised ; for if we were
we would communicate the information for the benefit of the read-
ing public ; but one thing we do know, the bill was characterized
by great barbarity. Here are a few specimens :

¢ Blacks or mullattoes shall first produce a fair certificate from
some court within the United States, of his or her actual freedom.”
Failing to have or produce such certificate, any person who gave
such an individual work was subject to a penalty of ‘“‘not less than
ten nor more than fifty dollars.” )

The 4th section says that if amy. resident shall harbor, secrete
or feed “‘any black or mullatto person, the property of any person
whatever, or in anywise hinder or prevent the lawful owner or.
owners from retaking and possessing his or her black or mullatto

N
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_servant or servants, shall; on convmtlon thereof, be fined not’ leas
than ﬁfty nor more than one hundred dollars.”

So the General Assembly, by this act, constituted the people of
Ohio an organized band of kidnappers. In 1807 this law was’
amended, and a black or mulatto person required, before he or she.

/ could obtain a legal gesidence in the State, to give bond and secur-
ity in the sum of five hundred dollars for their good behavlor;
and they were also prevented in the same act from testitying in
any case where a white person was a party eoncerned.

Now any jail bird, of a white skin or Saxon origin, could in-
sult with impunity a colored lady, and if brought into Court to ‘
answer; all the prosecuting attorney would have to do would be
to entera unlle  prosequi, and the case would be dismissed. We
might give you many reminiscences of the workings of the testi-
mony law, but we forbear; one instance will suffice for the pres-.

ent:
- In the saummer of 1846-7, a colored’ man  killed another in a

melee at Cincinnati. The murderer was a quadroon, and the
murdered man a pure black of the deepest African dye. The
, ease camie up for liearing in the Criminal Court of Hamilton
B Jounty, and the witnesses were bhck and mullatto persons. The
counsel for the defense ob, ected to negro testimony against the
prisoiier, which was sustained, and the culprit went unwhipped of
justice. ‘George I. Pugh—now Senator Pugh—was a counsel-
lor in the case, and he planted himself from that hour against the
law, and was a member of the Assembly when it was repealed,
and voted for it. These laws were in force forty-two years, (1307
to 1849,) when they were repealed by a mlxed Legislature of
Whigs, Democrats and Iree Soilers.

Tn1831-2, acts were cregted for the relief the poor in the sever-
al Counties of the State, and we confess that we cannot ser liow
those laws and the amendatory acts &Jassed since, strictly counstrued
could or can deprive a lawful resident of the benefit of the Poor
Fund; but, by some strange interpretation, colored persons have
+ - been and are excluded. We know something®of the effects of this

~ law, for some of us happened once to be on a committee to get cer-
~tain persons of color in the Poor House of Hamilton County. We
~were debarred at every office door, and told by the gentlemen who
held the keys that the law would not allow them to admit niggers, -
and that-they would not do it. We turned away from them more
in sorrow than in anger ; for we.felt there was need of a mission at R
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Cincinnati. Colored persons are excluded fro'rr; all the public in-
stitutions of the State for the benefit of the insane, blind, deaf
-and dumb, and until recently they were not permitted to enter on
a visit. We beg pardon, for there is one institution wherein we
are admitted, but not on terms of equality——we mean the Peni-
tentiary. No colored man can be a juryman. It is a principle of
common law that a person charged with crime is entitled to a fair
hearing by a jury of his peers. How can a colored person get
such a hearing. Jurymen generally have no association with him
—no sympathy in common with him—and have been taught from
infancy to hate and despise him. Doubtless if the poor slaves
who have been slaughtered, quartered, their heads put on posts
as a terror to their brethren in chains, for a mere suspicion to
rebel or revolt against unlawful authority, could have been tried
by a jurn of their peers, not one out of the many would have -
suffered. ]

Hence, fellow citizens, we ask you to strike or cause to be strick-
en from the Constitution the word white wherever it occurs, and
it occurs twice. We ask you to repeal the remnant of the old
black laws, and in this we are certainly not asking too much.
Justice, equity, humanity and the highest interest of the Stute,
demand their immediate, instant and unconditional repeal. We
ask it not as a favor, but as a right; for if you have a right to tax
us for the benefit of the State, and this we do not deny, we have
a right to demand of you protection, and if you deny us our plea,
we say to you, ‘fie upon your law.”

We ask it, in conclusion, because we are men—children of the
same common parent—heirs of the same destiny—and like your-
selves, our sweat has mingled with the soil and our means have
_ been contributed freely to the development of the resources of
our beloved State; and, therefore, whatever concerns her great-
ness, glory and expansion, concerns us.

Respectfully submxtted in behalf of the Convention,

JOHN L GAINES
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!




ADDRESS.
 To the Legislature of Ohio :

In addressing you, as the law-makers of the State; we-
do not seek to be elaborate and elegant so much as to be simple
and perspicuous. We seek to state the story of our wrongs in
“plain unvarnished phrase.

According to the 1st Section of Article 5th of the State Con-
stitution, “Every white male citizen of the United States, of the
age of twenty-one years, who shall have been a resident of the
State one year next preceding the election, and of the county,
township or ward in which he resides, such time as may be provid-
ed by law, shall have the quahﬁcatmns of an elector, and shall be
entitled to vote at all elections.”

According to the 1st Section of the 9th Article of the same in-
strument, Al white male citizens, residents of this State, being
eighteen years of age, and under the age of forty-five \fezlrs, shall
be enrolled in the militia and perform military My‘”m such man-
ner, not incompatible with the Constitution of the United States,
as may be prescribed by law.”’

According to the 3rd Section of the 62nd Chapter of the Re-
vised Statutes of the State, “The Trustees of each township shall,

on the second Tuesday of October next, (passed Feb. 9th, 1831,)
~ and on the second Tuesday of October annually thereafter, select
- of good, judicious persons, having the gqualification of electors,

their apportionment of persons to be retained as jurors.”

According to the 6th Section of the 86th Chapter of the Re-

vised Statutes, it is also provided -“That nothing in this act shall
be so construed as to enable any black or mulatto person to gain a
legal settlement in this State; provided, that nothing in this sec-
tion shall be so construed as to prevent the directors of any coun-

ty or city infirmary, in their diserction, from admitting any black

or mulatto person into said mﬁrmary Passed March 1st, 1853..
_ It is further provided by our State Statutes that no person shall -
gain admission to our Lunatic Asylums or benevolent institutions,

who is not a “resident,” that is, ‘who has not gained “legal settle-
" ment” in the State. It will be perceived from these passages of
the Constitution and Statutes, which we have quoted, that black
aid mulatto persons are not allowed like other mhabltants of the
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" Btate, to enjoy the privileges and advantagesf of the Poor House,
- the Lunatic Asylums, and the comfortable and convenient homes

provided by the State for'the deaf ane dumb and the blind. Nor
are they allowed to act as jurors—to énjoy that inestimable right
which every intelligent person holds in the highest consideration,
namely, the privilege of being tried by onc’s peers. Nor can
they become a part and parcel of the military strefigth of the
State. They may be ever so patriotic—they may be ever so de-

- sirous to make an exhibition -of their physical prowess in behalf of

their State, when emergency demands, yet their patriotism is to be
stained and their manly desires to be smothered and extinguished
by legal imposition. They are also denied the right of suffrage—
a right as inherent and inalienable as any other natural and inde-
feasible right. Such is our condition in Ohio. And itis to
it that we ask your patient and candid attention, while we state
the reasons upon which we demand the removal of these legal
disabilities. It isin fact, however, but one disability. For let
the word “white’” be stricken from the Constitution, and black
and mullatto persons come at once into the enjoyment of a full
and complete legal equality; then the last vestige of the old bar-.
barous and inhuman Black Laws will have been wiped out, and g,
new order of things instituted, whose peculiar and distinguished
characteristics will be a democratic and Christian regard for the
rights of all mankind, whatever their condition or complexion.—-—-
What are the reasons, then, which we have to offer in favor of
the erasure of the word “white” from the State Constitution ?
The Declaration of Independence, and the American definition of
human freedom, declares that al/ men are created equal—that is,
that all are equally endowed with natural and inherent rights.

These rights are not created by Constitutions,.nor are they uncre-
ated by Constitutions. Their existence is not dependent upon the
curl of a man’s hair, the projection of his lips, the color of his
skin, or the clime in which he had his birth. They are a con-
stituent element of manhood—whether that manhood be found
encased in ebony or ivory. And it is the natural and peculiar
function of government not to destroy these rights, but to guard

and defend them. When government fails to perfotm this fune- =
tion, its acts become unjust, anti-democratic and cruel. And

then it becomes the duty of the law-making power of the State

- to alter and amend the laws in such a manner as to secure equal

and exact justice to every inhabitant. In ‘the name of ‘the man-
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-hood of the black and mulatto person, then,—in the name of his
inherent rights, which are inseperable from that manhood—and -
" in the name of the true function of government, we ask the amend-
‘ment of the Constitution.

In thig first consideration, it will be perceived that we have as-
sumed the manhood of black and mullatto persons. This we have
done, because, at this late day, after so much has been done by
the colored people of the Sgate and Nation to- ‘educate, refine and
elevate ourselves, so that we may be useful in our day and gener-
ation, to ourselves and mankind, we suppose that no one of moder-
ate mtelllgence would question our humanity and manhood.—
But if there are persons who still qu%stmn our mental and moral
capacities, and, therefore, our membership of the human family,
we need only call the attention of such to the fact, that we have
among us persons who are distinguished for their enterprise and at-
tainments as doctors of medicine, those who are skillful and success-
ful as attorneys and counsellors at law, and still another class
whose industry and learning, whose devotedness and piety make
them acceptable and influential as ministers of the Gospel. In-
deed, not many years ago, a German University of Heidelberg,
did itself and the colored people of the United States the honor
to confer upon one of our number, in consideration of his scholar-
ship and Christian bearing, the doctrinate of divinity. Nor is
this all that can be said in this divection. We have among us
poets; orators and authors whose  genius, eloquence and learning
place them among the savans of this country. When we read
the poetry of Whittier, all aglow with the radiance of divine in-
spiration—the higtorical ‘pages ot Bryant, enlivened and beauti-
fied by a rich dramatic style—the speeches of Webster, whose
manly sentiments and beautiful expression render them acceptable
and captivating, let us not forget the effusions of Whitfield, the
histori¢al productions of Nell, anl the burning and masterly elo-
,quence;“of Douglass. Norare we without mathematical and me- -
chanical ingenuity. There are colored men who have done them- '?
selves great.credit and the State great sérvice by their mathemati-
cal and mechanical genius. = These achievements of a mathemat-
-ical and mechanical, a literary and scientific sort, to which allusion
has been made, are but the results of primitive, original fun-
damental faculties which belong to our nature, and which estab-

- lish beyond decent cavil our ‘unity and -identity with the human
;famlly Indeed there is no argument in favor of the umty of
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the human race; so strong and impregnable as this one from a

psychological stand-point. Under existing circumstauces we make
no apology for this episode in favor of our manhood. ~

The second consideration which we have to offer in faﬁor of the .

amendment of the State Constitution, is the fact that caste legisla-

tion—legislation founded upon accidental or complexional differ-
- ences—is contrary to the drift and meaning of the United. States

Constitution. We find no word white in that instrument. It re-

" gards every man as.e man, whether his skin be white or black, apd

as the possessor of rights which civil society ought to respect and
protect. Indeed, it is stated in the preamble that is was ordained
and established to “secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and
our posterity.”” And, among the miscellaneous provisions, the
second section reads: “The citizens of each State shall be enti-
tled to all privileges and immunities of citizens in the several
States.” In spite of this clause in the United States Constituticon,
however, the colored sojourner who comes into our Stute from

Massachusetts, although he is a fuil-grown citizen of that State, .

is compelled to suffer in consequence of the odious complexional
discrimination found in our State Constitution. It is not only
contrary to the philosophy of the declaration and the drift and
meaning of the United States Constitution to make such distine-
tions, but it is contrary to the ancient and well-established policy
of the fathers of the Republic. So that Judge Phelimon Bliss
is right when he says: “There is nothing in the principles of our
government, or ip its traditions, that will justify for a moment the
denial of the elective franchise on account of color. The Decla-
ration of Indepe&dence nor the Constitution of the United Stateg
make no s iStinctions, but avow principles and objects entirely
inconsistent with them. The original revolutionary constitutions
of nearly all the States, made. colored persons electors, and it. ‘was
not till a race arose that knew not Joseph, a race that has changed
~ the whole policy of the Government from an enfranchising to an
enslavery, from a propagandism of free labor to a propagandism

of slavery, that the old States began to disfranchise on account of
color or descent.”” He continues: ““As I can see no sound reas-

on, no justice or propriety in the new policy, neither can I see
any benefit {>

esulting from it. I therefore prefer the policy of the

Fathers.”” More than this, all such legislation is contrary to the :

fundamental principles df morality and natural justice, and ac-
- U
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. cording to every tenet of legal h'ermeﬁ?ubics, is null and void, and

the courts ought to so construe them.

But in addition to the considerations which have already been
advanced in favor of our enfranchisement, there'are others of a
little different character, to which we would call your attention.—

‘The first of these is the fact that we arenative-hotn inhabitants,

and therefore, citizens. This is no new-fangled doctrine of our -
makmg, nor is it the teaching of a ha1r-bramed fanatic. This is
a well established principle of the law of Nature. It i is'a prinei-
ple fully recognized and endorsed by all standard writers on law.
Indeed, Chancellor Kent endorses this doctrine most fully when
he says, ¢Citizens, under our Constitution and laws, mean free
inhabitants, born within the United States or naturalized under
the laws of Congress. If a slave, born 7n the United States, be
manumitted, or otherwise legally discharged from bondage, or, if
a black man be born within the United States, and born free, he
becomes thenceforward a citizen.” And it is an element of the

. creed of every political party and politician in America, that nativ-

ity gives citizenship. Why then deny us, who are native-born in-
habitants, the elective franchise ?

In the next place, we are tax-payers. We willingly do what we
can towards bearing the burthens and the expenses of the Govern-
ment. We aid in building Poor Houses, Lunatic Asylums, edi-
fices for the accommodation of the deaf and dumb and the blind;
and we are not without a property interest in the beautiful and
magnificent State Iouse, the simplicity of whose construction,
whose durability of material, and whose massive proportions are
the admiration and pride of us all. And we make very great ac-
count of this consideration of our paying taxes; for it is a prinei-
ple that is held in the highest estimation by every American who
respects and reverences the teachings of the Fathers of the Re-
public. © They declared that taxation and representation are in- .
seperable.  And to the support and maintenence of this doctrine
they pledged their lives, their property and their sacred honors.—

- Though weak in numbers, in commercial and financial resources,

and without the prestige of a great national representation and
the strong alliances of friendly powers, they came through an eight
years contest, hard and bloody, with victory, glorious victory,

‘perched upon every banner ! All honor to their names ! They

fought in defence of a catholic and a world-wide principle, that
Jas application: to every human being, whether bora . in-Europe,
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- Asia, Africa or America. The Fathers of this country were right,

- taxes, he is, by law, by'right and by justice entitled to representa-
tion—and ought to have the privilege of saying what shall be the
leglsla’mon respecting taxation. Nor must any one suppose that
our tax is of insignificant account, for be it known to every one

of dollars worth of property ! 1In the city of Cincinnati they are
owners of nearly a million of dollars in personal property and real

thousand dollars, and in Cleveland upon four hundred thousand.
In many of the farming districts of the State,\ also, such as those
in Jackson, Pike and Highland \Counties, the colored men are
owners of large farms, which, in many instances, are well stocked
- and cultivated according the most approved methods of moderr
agriculture. Reference might be made to other portions of the
State in which colored men are in comfortable and prospering cir-
cumstances; but there is no need of this. If our tax were but
a mere trifle, the principle would be the same. We ask, then, that
youendorse in your legislative"decrees the doctrine of the Fathers
in regard to this matter. It is hardly necessary for us, in consider-
ing this subject, to remind you that our rights in this country date
back “to the dread arbitrament of war.”” Every one well read in
the History of the Revolutionary War and the War of 1812
knows the part colored men played in those contests. He knows
.that they stood cheek by jowl with the white men of the country
* in eveny battle. He knows that the granite shaft of Bunker Hill
- was erected to commemorate the valor, the courage and the heroic
devotlon of the ‘colored soldiers as well as the white. Like white
~ mer)s olored men in this country, with truthfulness and pride can
boast;; |

“For God’s inalienable rights to man -
Our Fathers fought and bled ; )
So glorious were the rights secured,
. The sons revere the dead.” -

i

We have always shown ourselves patriotic and onél subjects.—

And in the name of our patrictism, our loyalty and heroic devo- .
- tion to the country, we make our demand for complete legal equal-

ity.

It is fit, in this connection, that your attentlon be called to the '~

then, when they enunciated the doctrine that, when a man pays

that the colored men of Ohio are worth to-day over severn millions

estate, and in Columbus they :pay tax upon about three hundred

b

fact that while this vague and indefinite word “white” remainsin -




|  ' the State Constltutlon We are without agm;g trial. We are not
tried, as already stated, by our peers; but we are tried by men
- whose hearts are full of prejudice against us. Therefore, in pine
cases out of ten we are not dealt with impartially in ‘the courts of
~ - justice. So strong, indeed, is this prejudice against us, in many lo-
calitiesiof the State, that lawyers, in presenting the canses of colored
clients, are compelled to beseech the court and the jury not to allow
the color of their skins to damage their claims. This is not right.
The privilege of being tried by an impartial jury i,\and ought to
be, he d in the highest estimation by every pérson,»fgr it is one of
the strong bulwarks of our rights. We demand the amendment
of the Constitution, then, for the consideration that, since we have
not the qualifications of electors we cannot act as jurors, and there-
fore are not tried by our equals, but by those who claim to be our
superiors, and who, in almost every case, prejudge our cause.

In the name of the Declaration of Independence, the Constitu-
tion of the United States, the ancient policy of the Fathers of the
Republie, the well-established doctrine that nativity gives eitizen-
ship, that taxation and representation are inseperable, in the name
of our patriotism and loyal bearing towards the country in a trymg{
hour, as well as the principle that every person onght to be tried.
by his peers, we ask the erasure of the word “white”” from the
State Constitution. What sound reason can be offered against
this procedure? It is safe for us to say that there is none. There
is nothing in the State Constitution against it. The Bill of rights
of the State is altogether on.our side. Nor can any one justly
claim that we ought not to be made citizens, kecause of our ignor-
ance and want of mental attainments. Through the influence of

R

condition has been greatly ameliorated within the last fiftega or -
twenty years. So that, if the objection founded upon oui™Znor-
ance was ever good for anythm it is now wholly worthlebs. In
our literary qualifications, ‘we compare favorably with other inhab-
itants of this commonwealth.

Let us assure you, then, in conclusion, that no unjust and oppres-
sive legislation shall ever drive us. from this State. We are here,
and here we intend to remain. Our position is as fixed and im-
movab'e as the pillars of this great Sta 6+ _Your history and your
destiny shall be ours. = And while cruel a d despotic statutes dis-
grace our State legislation, we will express, in every possible man-
ner, our dlss&tlsfgcmon and disapproval of thém

: JOHN MERCER | LANGSTON
- Chairman of the Committee
in behalf of the-Conventiop.

our common schools and our religious organizations, our mental





