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GLOSSARY

A dar (I, II) : H ebrew  calendar m onth co incid ing  w ith  F ebruary/M arch  
o f the G regorian year; a second Adar  is added in  leap years; see Rishon  
and Sheni.

A h a tim a h  Tov: "H appy H o liday" (H ebrew /Y idd ish).

A ron  HaKodesh: The "H o ly  A rk "  w h ich  houses the Torah scrolls.

A v : H ebrew  calendar m onth co incid ing w ith  Ju ly /  A ugust of the 
G regorian year.

Bar Kochba R ebellion: Second-century C.E. na tiona lis tic  re vo lt against 
the governm ent o f Roman Palestine; led by  S im on Bar Kochba.

Cham ishah Osar: "The fifte en th ;" ho liday celebrated in  the Hebrew 
m onth  o f A v ,  com m em orating the ancient Tem ple offerings o f w ood.

Diaspora: Term  fo r the scattering o f the Jewish people after the 
destruction  o f the Tem ple; D iaspora com m unities are those located 
outside o f the ancient nation o f Israel.

E lu l: H ebrew  calendar m onth co incid ing w ith  August/Septem ber o f 
the G regorian year.

Erev: "E ven ing ;" the n ig h t tha t begins Jew ish ho lidays (w h ich ru n  
sunset-to-sunset).

Chazzan: "R eader;" a re lig ious leader in  ea rly  A m erican 
congregations, w h ich  had no fo rm a lly  tra ined rabbis. This leader was 
responsible fo r lead ing the w orsh ip  service.

In te rca la tion : The process o f adding a m on th  to the lun a r calendar to 
synchronize w ith  the solar seasons.

v ii
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Iyar Hebrew calendar month coinciding w ith April/M ay of the
Gregorian year.

Katan: "L ittle ;"  app lied  to the Purim  h o lid a y  tha t fa lls  in  the firs t Adar  
o f a leap year, in d ica tin g  tha t the h o lid a y  is no t celebrated; the Purim  in  
the second A d ar  is celebrated in  leap years.

K oshe r P repared in  accordance w ith  Jewish d ie ta ry  laws (kashrut); 
includes r itu a l k illin g  and bu tche ring  by a tra ined  slaughterer 
(shochet).

M atzoh: U nleavened bread eaten d u rin g  Passover.

M ikve h  Israe l: "The H ope o f Israe l;" name g iven  to the firs t Jewish 
congregations o f b o th  Savannah and P h ilade lph ia .

M inya n : "N u m b e r;" a quorum  o f ten  a d u lt (age th irteen  or o lder) m en 
(a n d /o r w om en in  some m odem  congregations) tha t is required fo r 
com m unal w o rsh ip .

M ohe l: R itu a l c ircum dser.

Omer: "G ra in ;" measured to count the seven weeks between Pesach 
and Shavuot, o r harvest to harvest in  ancient tim es.

Pesach: A lso  ca lled "Passover," the h o lid a y  com m em orating the 
Exodus fro m  Egypt.

P urim : "L o ts ;" ho lid ay  com m em orating the escape o f the Jews o f 
Persia fro m  a n n ih ila tio n  ( fifth  cen tu ry B.C.E.).

R im m o n im : "Pom egranates;" the tw in  crowns tha t adorn the Torah 
scrolls, the design o f w h ich  ty p ic a lly  includes a sphere rem iniscent o f 
the fru it  a fte r w h ich  they are nam ed.

R ishon: "F irs t;" applied to the firs t A dar  in  a leap year.

Rosh H ashanah: "H ead o f the Year;" the beginn ing o f the Jewish year, 
in  the m o n th  o f Tishri, tha t begins the ten-day period  o f resentence 
tha t ends w ith  Yom Kippur. This h o lid a y  does n o t appear in  M ichael 
G ratz's 1777 alm anac fo r reasons discussed in  the text.

v i i i
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Rosh Chodesh: "H ead o f the M on th ;" the ho liday celebrating the 
s igh tin g  o f the new  m oon, w h ich  is the beg inn ing o f the new m o n th  o f 
the H ebrew  calendar.

Sephardic: F rom  "Sepharad," or"S pa in ;" the term  fo r Jews who were 
expelled fro m  Spain in  1492 (and th e ir descendants); usually contrasted 
w ith  A shkenazim , fro m  "Ashkenaz," m eaning "G erm any," the te rm  
describ ing those whose fam ilies em igrated fro m  central and eastern 
European com m unities.

Shabbat "Sabbath;" celebrated by Jews fro m  sunset on Friday to sunset 
on Saturday; the day o f rest com m em orating God's resting on the 
seventh day after the Creation.

Shavuot: "W eeks;" ho liday celebrated seven weeks after Passover; 
o rig in a lly  a celebration o f the spring harvest du rin g  w h ich  offerings 
were b ro u g h t to the Temple; a fter the Tem ple's destruction, the 
ho lid ay  was associated w ith  the g iv ing  o f the Ten Comm andments a t 
M t. S inai.

Shearith Israel: "Rem nant o f Israe l;" the name g iven to Am erica's firs t 
Jewish congregation in  N ew Y ork C ity.

Sheni: "Second;" applied to the second Adar  in  a leap year.

Shochet: See Kosher; a tra ined slaughterer.

Succofc "B oo ths" o r "hu ts ;" o rig in a lly  the fa ll harvest celebration; a 
celebration o f bounty no t included in  M ichael G ratz's 1777 almanac fo r 
reasons discussed in  the text.

T a lm ud : Jew ish rabbin ic texts (one fro m  Jerusalem and one from  
Babylonia) conta in ing the M ishnah (ora l law ) and its in te rp re ta tio n ; 
com piled over the period  o f approxim ately 200 B.C.E. to 600 C.E.

Tam m uz: H ebrew  calendar m onth co incid ing  w ith  June/July o f the 
G regorian year.

T isha B 'A v : "The N in th  o f A v ;" fast (m ourn ing) day on the n in th  day 
o f the m o n th  o f A v ,  com m em orating the p re lude to the destruction  o f 
the Tem ple, w h ich  led to exile and the D iaspora.
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Tishri: Hebrew calendar month coinciding with September/October of
the Gregorian year.

Torah: A lso know n  as the "Five Books o f M oses," the firs t p a rt o f the 
Hebrew B ible; w ritte n  by a scribe on a parchm ent scro ll and read by 
"p o rtio n " over the course o f the year (taking fro m  one to three years to 
complete, depending on the tra d itio n  o f the congregation).

Tzom  B 'A v : "Fast o f A v ;" see Tisha B'Av.

Tzom Ester: "Fast o f Esther;" precedes Purim , com m em orating the fast 
undertaken by the Jews o f Persia p rio r to Queen E sthers plea to the 
K ing  to spare the Jews from  a p lo t to destroy them.

Tzom  Tam m uz: "Fast o f Tam m uz;" see Tisha B 'A v ; com m em oration 
o f the destruction  o f the tw o Temples, w h ich  led  to exile and the 
Diaspora.

Y iddish: Language spoken by eastern European Jews, com bining 
elements o f H ebrew , German, and other languages.

Yom K ip p u r: "D ay o f A tonem ent;" see Rosh Hashanah ; the fin a l day 
o f the period  o f re flection  and repentance fo llo w in g  the N ew  Year.
This ho liday does no t appear in  M ichael G ratz's 1777 almanac fo r 
reasons discussed in  the text.
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ABSTRAC T

There is a paucity o f scholarship addressing the m ateria l life  o f 

e ighteenth-century Am erican Jews, in  p a rt because there is litt le  extant 

m a te ria l fro m  th is period tha t can be id e n tifie d  as specifica lly Jewish. 

M any o f the objects that do surv ive  appear to be s im ila r to those 

ow ned and used w ith in  the broader cu ltu re . Some scholars have 

described Jewish id e n tity  in  the pe riod  as e ither w h o lly  assim ila tive or 

as d iv id e d  in to  p riva te ly  expressed and p u b lic ly  h idden Jewishness.

This thesis examines tw o pocket almanacs, one fo r the year 1777 

and the o ther fo r 1779, tha t conta in the annotations o f M ichael G ratz 

(1740 - 1811), a Jewish m erchant in  P h ilade lph ia . P rom inent am ong 

the inscrip tions in  the 1777 almanac is a H ebrew  calendar. The 1779 

almanac, absent a Hebrew calendar, invokes the question o f 

assim ila tion.

The thesis finds that the almanacs p rov ide  a means o f 

in te rp re tin g  id e n tity  th rough m a teria l cu ltu re . The discussion traces 

the nexus o f re lationships, b o th  m a te ria l and h isto ric, im p lie d  b y  the 

almanacs and th e ir annotations to address the re la tionsh ip  o f the 

calendar to G ratz's expression o f Jewish id e n tity . The almanacs and 

th e ir calendars can also be contextua lized in  the broader cu ltu re  o f the 

period . Based on such an exam ination, the thesis describes G ratz's 

expression o f id e n tity  as one tha t is porous, or sim ultaneously

x i
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expressive o f tw o  cultures. I t  also finds tha t th is po ros ity  was n o t a 

construct unique to Jews in  the eighteenth century, bu t, as o the r 

Am erican calendars o f the pe riod  suggest, was a tem poral and cu ltu ra l 

experience fa m ilia r to nearly a ll Am ericans. The expression o f Jewish 

id e n tity  th rough  a tem pora l construct m anifest m a te ria lly  in  the 

calendar was, therefore, a declaration o f id e n tity  tha t could be 

understood by Jews and non-Jews alike.

x ii
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IN TR O D U C TIO N

By the rivers o f Babylon, there we sat dow n, yea, we w ept 
w hen we remembered Z ion.

We hanged our harps upon the w illo w s  in  the m idst 
thereof.

For there they that carried us away captive required o f us a 
song; and they tha t wasted us required o f us m irth , 
saying,

Sing us one o f the songs o f Z ion.
H ow  shall we sing the Lord 's song in  a strange land?

Psalm 137:1-41

The psalm ist's verse, re fe rrin g  to the Babylonian exile fo llo w in g  

the destruction  o f the F irst Temple in  Jerusalem (586 B.C.E.), presents 

an h is to ric  dilem m a: Is the expression o f id e n tity  possible fo r Jews 

w hen they are separated from  the place deemed in tegra l to th e ir 

re lig io n ? 2

The Jews who came to early Am erica were no t pa rt o f a single, 

mass, forced exile, as were those described by the psalm. Some, like  

those w ho form ed the earliest Jewish com m un ity in  N ew  Y ork, fled  

the Portuguese Inq u is ition ; others sought econom ic and personal 

freedom  fro m  restric tive  European states.3 Yet, like  many im m igran ts 

to Am erica, a ll found themselves in  a strange land, w ith o u t sizable 

com m unities and established ins titu tions. Id e n tity , fo r Jews the 

com bined expression o f bo th e thn ic ity  and re lig ious fa ith , needed to be

1
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shaped anew  in  th is  new  land.4 I f  the expression o f Jew ish id e n tity  in  

ancient tim es was described by the psalm ist as "s in g [in g ] the Lord 's 

song," w ha t fo rm  d id  th is  expression take in  e ighteenth-century 

Am erica?

The lim ite d  scholarship that addresses the m a te ria l life  o f Jews 

in  the eighteenth cen tury has focused less on  describ ing than on 

gauging id e n tity  by  the extent o f assim ila tion o r accu ltu ra tion  to 

presum edly no rm a tive  cu ltu ra l behaviors. In te rp re ta tions  tha t use 

th is m ode l assume b o th  a sta tic and m o no lith ic  m a jo rity  and a 

standard Jewishness, overlooking the flu id ity  and d ive rs ity  o f 

e igh teenth -cen tury A m erican culture and the in d iv id u a lity  o f Jewish 

experience. Such in te rpre ta tions also suggest a broad and calculated 

d ive s titu re  o f Jewishness, b u t based on the analysis o f objects and 

behaviors tha t, h is to rica lly , have not been essential to Jewish cu ltu re .5

Some recent w o rk  has focused on objects, w h ich  are usefu l as 

in te rp re tive  tools because they suggest m u ltip le  c u ltu ra l references.6 

By th e ir nature, objects im p ly  a nexus o f contexts and re la tionships that 

are b o th  m a teria l and h is to ric , and tha t connect in d iv id u a l experience 

to larger social trends.7 Social scientists label as "boundary objects," 

those w h ich  are "b o th  p lastic enough to adapt to loca l needs and 

constra ints o f the several parties em ploying them , ye t robust enough to 

m a in ta in  a com m on id e n tity  across sites."8 B oundary objects, 

therefore, can be contextua lized in  bo th  the ir re la tion sh ip  to 

Jewishness and th e ir connection to the broader cu ltu re  o f the period, 

and enable us to describe m ore clearly how  Jewish id e n tity  is expressed.

2
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T hrough  such objects, we are able to d iscern m ore nuanced signs o f the 

strengthen ing and perpe tua ting  o f c u ltu ra l and re lig ious id e n tity  in  the 

course o f changing circumstances.9

This thesis analyses the connections im p lie d  by tw o pocket 

almanacs dated 1777 and 1779, and annotated by M ichael Gratz (1740 - 

1811), a Jewish m erchant liv in g  in  e ighteenth-century Philadelphia. A  

nexus o f im p lie d  re la tionships form s accord ing to crite ria  tha t make 

the almanacs appropria te boundary objects. F irst, G ratz's annotations 

in c lu d e  an extensive H ebrew  calendar, w h ich , in  its  fo rm  and content, 

a llow s us to in te rp re t his re la tionsh ip  to Jew ish h is to ry and belief. 

Second, the fact tha t he has entered his annotations in  Am erican 

almanacs expands the discussion to address the meaning o f Jewish 

id e n tity  in  its  concurrent A m erican context. The analysis o f the 

almanacs as boundary objects remedies some o f the lim ita tions 

encountered by previous scholars, as they p e rm it a discussion o f 

e ighteenth-cen tury Jewish id e n tity  w ith in  the contexts o f in d iv id u a l 

experience, Jewish cu ltu re , and A m erican p lu ra lism .

A m erican almanacs, as docum ents o f organ izationa l systems, 

like  calendars, m onetary exchange, trave l routes, and court schedules, 

enable m a teria l cu ltu re  scholars to track the evo lu tio n  and grow ing 

standard iza tion  o f these components o f A m erica 's social in frastructure . 

By lin k in g  tim e as i t  is m arked by astronom ical phenomena w ith  

com m em orations o f s p iritu a l events, calendars also h ig h lig h t the 

e vo lv in g  re la tion sh ip  o f A ng lo -A m erican  science and re lig io n .10 

Beyond s im p ly organ iz ing c iv ic  and com m ercia l tim e, calendars act as

3
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m an's s p iritu a l clock. The shipw recked Robinson Crusoe is 

em blem atic o f the connection o f re lig io n  and tim e w hen, a fte r on ly  a 

few  days on the island, he reports, " [ I ] t  came in to  m y thoughts tha t I  

should lose m y reckoning o f tim e . . .  and should even fo rg e t the 

sabbath days fro m  the w ork ing  days: bu t, to prevent th is, I  cu t i t  w ith  

m y kn ife  upon a large p o s t . . .  and thus I  kept m y calendar, o r weekly, 

m on th ly , and yearly  reckoning o f tim e ."11 A lone on the is land , Crusoe 

s till needs to synchronize his tim e w ith  tha t o f a com m un ity fro m  

w h ich  he is physica lly  rem oved. H is organ ization o f tim e is 

quantita tive , d iv id e d  by days tha t are observable in  nature ; ye t his 

calendar is also qua lita tive , d is tingu ish ing  the sabbath fro m  other days 

o f the same na tu ra l length, and, thus, reflects s p iritu a l tim e .12 

S p iritu a l tim e is no t observable fro m  nature, b u t i t  m ust be "reckoned" 

by man. S p iritu a l tim e, therefore, is cu ltu ra lly  constructed.

Jews, too, construct th e ir ow n s p iritu a l tim e, as dem onstrated by 

the nature o f the Hebrew  calendar and its holidays. This construction  

o f tim e was essential to m a in ta in ing  Jewish id e n tity  d u rin g  periods o f 

exile, ju s t as a calendar was c ritica l to the deserted Robinson Crusoe. 

The Jewish calendar has been called "the  m ost im po rta n t book o f the 

people o f Israe l," based no t on its  re lig ious value, b u t on  its  a b ility  to 

preserve the Jewish people across tim e and geography.13 I t  has 

h is to rica lly  fac ilita ted  com m un ity-bu ild ing , bo th  fo r Jews liv in g  apart 

fro m  th e ir corelig ionists, and fo r those banding together to  create loca l 

congregations. For scholars, the appearance o f the H ebrew  calendar in  

p r in t also serves as a gauge o f the re la tionsh ip  between loca l Jewish 

and non-Jew ish com m unities.
4
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For Jews liv in g  in  early Am erica, bo th  the H ebrew  calendar and 

the A m erican  almanac had sim ultaneous va lue fo r o rgan iz ing  d a ily  

life  and fo r m a in ta in ing and fo rg in g  id e n tity . M ichael G ratz's 

almanacs suggest a Jewish experience in  early Am erica tha t was one o f 

po ros ity , in  w h ich  Jewishness and Am ericanness operated 

s im u ltaneous ly .14 Yet, in  eighteenth-century Am erica, such po ros ity  

was no t un ique to Jews. The con text o f p lu ra lism  in  w h ich  almanacs 

were used in  the period  makes i t  clear tha t Am ericans confronted d a ily  

life  in  a w o rld  o f m u ltip le  systems, in c lu d in g  m u ltip le  calendars th a t 

were used sim ultaneously by a broad spectrum  o f Am ericans, and 

w h ich  requ ired  m u ltip le  competence.15 The sim ultaneous use o f the 

H ebrew  calendar and the A m erican almanac, therefore, represented an 

expression o f Jewish id e n tity  in  a language o f competence tha t was, a t 

th is  m om ent in  h is to ry, easily com prehended by other Am ericans.

As the m u ltip le  systems o f co lon ia l A m erica became 

standard ized in  the process o f n a tio n -b u ild in g , the need fo r m u ltip le  

com petence in  respect to the A m erican calendar d im in ished .16 Jews, 

how ever, m aintained th is competence as a m atter o f h is to rica l practice. 

As th is analysis suggests, po ros ity  is inheren t in  a d is tin c tive ly  Jew ish 

construction  o f tim e tha t is m anifest in  the H ebrew  calendar th rough  

ho lidays th a t represent the atem poral superim position  o f one event 

upon  another fo r sp iritu a l effect. W hereas Jews had h is to rica lly  

inco rpo ra ted  m u ltip le  competence in to  the ir cu ltu ra l id e n tity  as a 

m a tte r o f fa ith  and as a means o f p reserv ing  na tionhood in  exile, 

A m erican  cu ltu re  required th is competence on ly  u n til a new  na tiona l 

id e n tity  was form ed.
5
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As boundary objects tha t im p ly  m u ltip le  cu ltu ra l references, the 

almanacs o f M ichae l G ra tz help us envision bo th  the im m ediate 

circum stances o f th e ir use and th e ir re la tionsh ip  to broader cu ltu ra l 

pa tterns. They reveal the in d iv id u a l's  re la tionsh ip  to s p iritu a l tim e, 

suggest the ro le  o f the calendar in  the fo rm a tio n  and maintenance o f 

Jew ish com m un ity, and p e rm it a com parison w ith  the ro le  o f the 

calendar in  the fo rg in g  o f A m erican na tiona l id e n tity . In  do ing so, 

they illu s tra te  the interconnectedness o f tim e, com m unity, and Jewish 

id e n tity  in  e ighteenth-century Philadelphia .

6
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THE ALM A N A C S  OF M IC H A E L GRATZ: 
T IM E , C O M M U N ITY, A N D  JEW ISH ID E N TITY  
IN  EIGHTEENTH-CENTURY PH ILAD ELPH IA

The Gratz Family and its Almanacs

" I  have an allm anock fo r you to p u t a ll the Hebrew feasts and 

fasts in  i t  w h ich  shall send you  by firs t safe o p p t'y."17 W ith  these w ords, 

Barnard G ratz (1738 - 1801) in troduced his son-in-law , Solom on E ttin g  

(1764 -1847), to a po w erfu l instrum ent o f Jewish sp iritu a l su rv iva l. 

E tting , fo rm erly  a resident o f Lancaster and Philadelphia, bo th  w ith  

established Jewish com m unities, had m oved to Baltim ore in  1791, 

tak ing  w ith  h im  his second w ife , G ratz's o n ly  daughter.13 B altim ore 's 

p o p u la tio n  and economic im portance had increased after the 

R evo lu tion , b u t i t  d id  no t ye t have an organized Jewish com m un ity .19 

G iven the absence o f a local congregation, E tting  could re ly  on the 

almanac, sent to h im  by his fa th e r-in -la w  and transform ed in to  a 

H ebrew  calendar, to connect h is fa m ily  w ith  the Jewish com m unity in  

the U n ited  States, around the w o rld , and th rough  tim e.

A dap ting  a published almanac fo r use as a Hebrew calendar 

proves to have had a h is to ry  in  the G ratz fa m ily . Poor Will's  Pocket 

Almanack For the Year 1777, annotated w ith  the Hebrew calendar, is 

one o f tw o extant pocket almanacs con ta in ing  the notations o f B arnard 

G ratz's brother M ichael.20 Together, M ichael G ratz's almanacs present

7
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tools fo r understanding the G ratz fam ily 's  sense o f id e n tity  as Jews and 

th e ir use o f calendrica l tim e as a means o f expressing tha t id e n tity .

They also re flec t the sim ultaneous re la tionships Jews m a in ta ined w ith  

th e ir ancient cu ltu re  and th e ir new  A m erican com m unity. In  e ffect, 

they help us address the psalm ist's question o f how  th is fa m ily  was 

able to "s ing  the Lo rd 's song in  a strange land."

Family History

Barnard G ratz had been the firs t o f his fam ily  to leave th e ir 

home in  Langendorff, Silesia, tra ve lin g  to London where he stud ied  

the m erchant trade under his cousin, Solomon H enry. In  the course o f 

business, he m et D av id  Franks and took em ploym ent w ith  h im  in  

Philadelphia in  1754 (Figures 1 and 2).21 Gratz's departure from  

London came shortly  after popu la r protest forced the repeal o f a recent 

act p e rm ittin g  the na tu ra liza tion  o f fo re ign -born  Jews.22 R estrictions 

placed on Jews in  England w o u ld  continue to prove de trim en ta l to 

financ ia l advancem ent; a 1763 le tte r (in  Y iddish) fro m  one o f B arnard 

G ratz's London associates reads, "here, unfortunate ly, to struggle fo r a 

live lih o o d  am ong Jews is bad ."23

In  Am erica, despite the den ia l o f fu ll p o litica l righ ts  and 

m anifestations o f an tipa thy rang ing fro m  stereotyping to violence, 

economic advancem ent fo r Jews depended on the ir a b ility  to fo rm  

trade netw orks and to pool in fo rm a tio n  and capita l.24 The ir success 

also depended on the ir non-Jewish neighbors' patronage, as one 

scholar rem arks, "Jews d id  no t make a liv in g  by taking  in  each o ther's

8
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w ash ing ."25 The A m erican fro n tie r also o ffe red  econom ic opportunity- 

unavailable in  Europe's cities. Barnard G ratz's p o s itio n  as a clerk fo r 

the m erchant firm  o f Levy and Franks in tro d u ce d  h im  to the sm all 

c irc le  o f Jewish merchants w ho risked  th e ir safety and live lih o o d  in  

the lucra tive  bu t dangerous fu r trade.

One o f th is circ le 's m ost p ro m in e n t m em bers was the devout 

and prosperous Joseph Simon (1712 -1804), w ho was Lancaster's firs t 

Jew ish resident.26 Joseph S im on ow ned several Torah  scrolls, w h ich  

conta in  the text o f the Hebrew  B ible, and had an a rk (aron hakodesh or 

To rah  cabinet) made fo r his hom e; a m in ia tu re  a rk, m ost lik e ly  used 

fo r trave l, is believed to have been ow ned by S im on as w e ll (Figures 3 

and 4).27 The correspondence o f Pennsylvania 's Jew ish merchants 

ind icates that they traveled to Lancaster fo r w orsh ip  a t Simon's home. 

In  one such letter, a lea ther-trad ing associate o f G ratz's w rites to 

"advise  tha t I  am going to Lancaster fo r M inya n  fo r Yom  K ip p u r, God 

w illin g ."28 A  gathering o f ten a d u lt males (m inyan), is requ ired fo r the 

perform ance o f certa in re lig ious ritu a ls . G iven th e ir sm a ll num bers, it  

was necessary at times fo r Jewish m en to tra ve l to m eet th is 

requirem ent, as w e ll as to have access to any o f the sm all num ber o f 

Torah scrolls in  Am erica d u rin g  th is  pe riod .29 The Jew ish residents o f 

Lancaster and its surrounding towns, as w e ll as Jew ish traders 

tra ve lin g  in  the area, had depended on S im on since the 1740s fo r access 

to g roup  w orsh ip ; some also used the loca l b u ria l g roun d  he had 

purchased.30

S im on m arried one o f his daughters to Solom on E ttin g , the son
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o f a Jewish m erchant fro m  Y ork, Pennsylvania.31 W hen B arnard Gratz 

m arried  in to  another o f the area's m erchant fam ilies, h is w ife  Richea 

was S im on's w ife 's  cousin.32 H aving lost one daughter sh o rtly  after 

b irth  in  1761, Richea M yers-Cohen Gratz d ied sho rtly  a fte r g iv in g  b irth  

to her second c h ild  in  1764, leaving Barnard a w idow e r ra is ing  his 

in fa n t daughter, Rachel G ratz (1764 - 1831). Solom on E tting 's  w ife  

Reyna (Rachel) S im on E tting , d ied in  1790 after the b irth  o f fo u r 

ch ild ren ; E tting  m arried  Rachel Gratz in  October 1791.

The S im on fa m ily  connections extended fu rth e r s till. In  1769, 

Barnard 's younger b ro the r, M ichael m arried M iria m  S im on (1749 - 

1808), another o f Joseph S im on's daughters (Figures 5 and 6). M ichael 

had fo llo w e d  Barnard to London  and had also entered the m erchant 

trade w ith  his S ilesian re la tives, m aking his in itia l voyage to In d ia  in  

1755.33 M ichael was c ritic ize d  b y  fam ily members, w ho called h im  an 

"E nglish nabob," fo r spending his p ro fits on sarto ria l fine ry . Barnard, 

too, warned M ichael tha t he exhibited a w o rk  eth ic tha t was easy-going 

by colonia l standards, sta ting tha t Am erica "requires honesty, industry  

and good nature, and no p rid e ."34 Barnard nevertheless paved the way 

fo r M ichael's a rriv a l and em ploym ent in  Am erica. M ichael, know ing  

his fa m ily  w ou ld  be displeased by his refusal to re tu rn  to Silesia, w rote, 

" I  am again going beyond the ocean~to Philadelphia . . .  fo r the good of 

our fa m ily , even i f  i t  is n o t pleasant fo r me. I  m ust learn the ways o f 

the w o rld ."35

By 1759, B arnard had opened a store on W ater Street, leaving his 

fo rm er job as a c le rk  w ith  Levy and Franks available fo r his new ly-
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a rrived  younger brother.35 M ichael a rrived  in  late June o r early July 

1759, in  N ew  York, where he received d irections, w ritte n  in  Y idd ish  by 

Barnard, to come to Philadelphia on the B ordentow n stage.37 M ichael 

qu ick ly  achieved a measure o f success th rough  independent 

speculative trad ing  encouraged b y his em ployer.38 Encouragement also 

came fro m  other established merchants, like  Moses M ichael Hays o f 

N ew po rt and New  York, w ho w rote, " I f  yo u  Behave w e ll, &  Do things 

w e ll I  w ill make your Fortune fo r y o u ."39 A lth o u g h  the 

u n p re d ic ta b lility  o f trade caused Hays to com plain to M ichael, for 

example, "W here is m y B utter dam  you I  am oblidged to Eat d ry  Bread. 

I  w ill soo yo u ," m utual support w ith in  the Jewish m erchant 

com m un ity seems to have su rv ive d  m ost inc iden ts and 

m isunderstandings.40 W ith in  a few  m onths o f his anger over his 

unde livered butter, Hays w rote to M ichael, "W hat are you going to Be 

m arried , pray te ll me. I  w ill go to the w edding by a ll means."41

W hen M ichael le ft the firm  o f Levy and Franks, the brothers 

began th e ir ow n business, and d ive rs ified  th e ir endeavors, as B. &  M . 

Gratz, Merchants, by 1768.42 The Gratzes' business in  Philadelphia grew7 

to include coastal and sea trade w hen M ichael purchased his firs t ship, 

The Rising Sun, from  N ew port Jewish traders in  about 1769. Business 

and fa m ilia l lin ks  among Jewish merchants fa c ilita ted  the sh ipp ing o f 

lu xu ry  goods from  Europe to Am erica and a ne tw ork  o f in fo rm a tion  

tha t served a ll invo lved. The Gratzes engaged in  business partnerships 

in  the Caribbean, where the oldest Jewish com m unities in  the N ew  

W orld  were located, shipping, among other goods, meat that had been
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kosher-slaughtered in  Am erica. M ichael appears to  have been 

shipwrecked on  one o f these voyages, as a le tte r fro m  his Curagaoan 

partners rem arks on "the  disagreeable news o f you be ing cast away.

B ut thanks to the A lm ig h ty  fo r escaping,—your person and you r 

in te rest."43

By the tim e o f his m arriage in  1769, a t age tw en ty-n ine , M ichael 

G ratz was late to settle dow n, and Joseph Simon, n o w  a business 

associate and pa rtne r o f the Gratzes in  some o f th e ir concerns, advised, 

"m y W ife &  I  are no t Satisfied i t  Should be p u t o ff any Longer, then 

20th Instfan t], People w ill make a ta lk  o f it ." 44 Just as the lack o f a 

synagogue had made w orsh ip  in  p riva te  homes standard, the lack o f 

fo rm a lly  tra ined re lig ious leaders com pelled those w ho  cou ld  serve to 

trave l.45 M ichael G ratz sent his request to N ew  Y ork 's  Congregation 

Shearith Israel, the firs t established congregation in  A m erica , on June 

13, 1769,46 The response, w h ich  gave "Concent to  M r. Seixas to go &  

jo in  you in  the L a w fu ll State o f w edlock to a good &  V irtu o u s  G irl tha t 

I  hope w ill C row n you  w ith  f ilic ity ,"  was brought to  P h ilade lph ia  by 

Gershom Mendes Seixas, the N ew  Y ork congregation's new ly  

appointed reader (chazzan).v  Isaac Seixas, Gershom 's fa ther, sent 

another note w ith  h is son addressed to Joseph S im on, congra tu la ting  

h im  on the m arriage o f his daughter, and re fe rrin g  to  the young 

Gershom, w ho "has never been so fa r fro m  home, &  i f  yo u  fin d  

anyth ing amiss in  h is behaviour, im pu te  i t  favo u ra b ly  to  h is w an t o f 

Experience &  K in d ly  adm onish h im  fo r it . " 48 There w ere no fo rm a lly  

ordained rabbis in  A m erica a t th is tim e, and the e lder Seixas had
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p ro v id e d  h is son w ith  an in fo rm a l re lig ious education, the only- 

tra in in g  ava ilab le  outside o f Europe.

M ichae l's  m arriage to M iria m  Sim on re a ffirm e d  th e ir fam ilie s ' 

connection ( in itia lly  established th rough Barnard 's m arriage to the 

now-deceased cousin o f S im on's w ife ), so lid ifie d  an ongoing business 

partnersh ip , and in troduced the Gratz brothers to  the opportun ities 

and risks o f w estw ard  expansion. Sim on and h is c irc le  had been active 

in  the fu r trade, w h ich  had been affected w ith  disastrous results by the 

French and In d ia n  W ar in  the 1750s. The peace trea ty  tha t ended the 

w ar encouraged the traders' re tu rn  to the w estern fro n tie r, w h ile  the 

e vo lv in g  p o lit ic a l env ironm en t, m ost p ro m in e n tly  Benjam in 

F ranklin 's  su p p o rt o f m ovem ent w estward, prom ised great rew ard to 

en terp ris ing  land  speculators.49 The b ro the rs ' fin a n c ia l invo lvem en t in  

te rrito ria l expansion w o u ld  tie  them  ine x tricab ly  to the g row ing  v is ion  

o f A m erican independence.

As entrepreneurs, the G ratz brothers had econom ic interests in  

p o litica l m atters tha t concerned trade; as Jews, they jo ined the ir 

core lig ion ists in  the be lie f tha t they had the best o p p o rtu n ity  fo r 

freedom  and fin a n c ia l success in  an independent Am erica. F o llow ing  

the Stamp A c t in  1765, bo th  brothers jo ined  m any Philadelphians, Jews 

and non-Jews alike, in  s ign ing  the N o n -Im p o rta tio n  Agreem ent. As 

d isconten t in  the colonies m oved tow ard re vo lu tio n , the Gratzes 

th re w  th e ir lo t in to  the b id  fo r independence, su p p ly in g  W ashington's 

arm y, using th e ir ships to ru n  blockades in  the Chesapeake and arm ing 

them  fo r use in  p riva tee rin g .50
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P artic ipa tion  in  such activities served bo th  th e ir self-

preservation and th e ir pa trio tism . C ontinued trade enabled the Gratz

fa m ily  to m a in ta in  an incom e du ring  the ho stilitie s , despite the

in te rru p tio n  o f no rm a l commerce. Barnard, re tu rn in g  to a

P hilade lph ia  in  com m ercia l d isarray after the end o f the B ritish

occupation, w ro te  to M ichael:

[A ] Great m any o f the Druggists Dose [sic] n o t know  where 
to Gett [m edicines] therefore i f  you have N o t a llready 
Dissposed o f the Large In ve n to ry ] o f M edicines, pray Send 
them  u p . . . .  allso a ll k in d  o f D ry  Goods w ill Sell W e ll 
here &  hardw are, Since the English Le ft th is w h ich  is abt. a 
week, the shops have been Shut up by order o f ou r 
General A rn o ld .51

M ore im p o rta n t to th e ir fu tu re , however, were the

credentials earned th rough  the ir allegiance. Barnard G ratz was a

mem ber o f a com m ittee o f Philadelphia Jews w ho pe titione d  the

state o f Pennsylvania in  1783 fo r fu ll citizenship righ ts , stating:

The Jews o f Pennsylvania in  p ro p o rtio n  to  the num ber o f 
th e ir members, can count w ith  any re lig ious society 
whatsoever, the w higs among e ither o f them ; they have 
served . . .  in  the continenta l arm y; some w en t o u t in  the 
m ilitia  . . . ;  a ll o f them  have chearfu lly  con tribu ted  to the 
support o f the m ilitia , and o f the governm ent o f th is state;
. . .  and . . .  they stand unimpeached o f any m atter 
whatsoever, against the safety and happiness o f the 
people.52

The allegiance o f Jews had surely gained notice am ong Am erica's elite, 

like  Benjam in Rush w ho stated in  his Com m onplace Book, "m any o f 

the ch ild ren  o f T o ry  parents were W higs, so were the Jews in  a ll the 

States."53 F u ll righ ts  o f citizenship were no t granted to the Jews o f
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A m erica  u n til a fte r the ra tific a tio n  o f the C o n s titu tio n  and B ill o f 

R ights (under w h ich  in d iv id u a l states w ere n o t bound u n til the 

ra tific a tio n  o f the Fourteenth A m endm ent; a ll states fin a lly  com plied 

by 1877).* A lthou gh  A m erica herse lf recognized them  as Jews only, by 

the tim e o f the R evo lu tion , B arnard and M ichae l G ratz, as 

businessmen, landow ners, and supporters o f independence, saw 

themselves as bo th  Jews and Am ericans.

Almanacs, Nationalism, and Religion

Benedict A nderson traces the emergence o f m odem  nationalism  

to the s h ift from  re lig ious o r m onarchic h ierarchies to social structures 

that were "boundary-orien ted and h o rizo n ta l." Th is sh ift, w h ich  he 

places in  the eighteenth century, coincides w ith  the incep tion  o f 

newspaper p rin tin g . The q u a lity  o f "s im u lta n e ity " tha t developed out 

o f the w idespread d is trib u tio n  o f newspapers was a com pletely m odem  

n o tio n . In  Anderson's v iew , the newspaper's "reader can 

voyeuris tica lly  v ie w  sim ultaneous events enacted by  his co

nationa lists despite kno w in g  none o f them  and none o f them  know ing  

each o th e r."55 The bond between these co-nationalists tha t Anderson 

term s the "im agined com m un ity" em anated fro m  the p riva te ly  he ld 

be lie f o f each re ade r/c itizen  tha t other re ade r/ citizens were having the 

same experience a t the same tim e; fo r A nderson, th is be lie f p rov ided  a 

m odern  "substitu te  fo r m orn ing  prayers, perfo rm ed in  priva te , or 

in te rn a lly  in  the m ind , ye t experienced s im ultaneously by others 

unknow n bu t o f w hom  the reader is ce rta in ."56
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I f  newspapers functioned as tools tha t m erged in d iv id u a ls  in to  a 

n a tio n a l com m unity th roug h  w idespread and sim ultaneous use, 

sure ly almanacs served the same purpose.57 D av id  W aldstre icher 

view s almanacs, w h ich  w ere produced fo r specific geographic locales, 

as instrum enta l because "th e y  linked  the rhythm s o f loca l life  and 

people's plans fo r the fu tu re  to o ffic ia l acts o f na tiona l 

com m em oration" and "prom oted . . .  the practice o f na tiona l tim e ."58 

Alm anacs enabled diverse local com m unities b o th  to im agine a 

u n ifie d  na tion  and to partic ipa te  in  new , na tiona l behaviors tha t 

served to create fa m ilia rity  and cohesion.

Yet, almanacs p ro v id e d  another d im ension beyond na tiona l 

id e n tity . For Anderson, newspapers served as substitutes fo r the pre

m odem  ritu a l o f prayer, b u t connected in d iv id u a ls  th roug h  pu re ly  

secular content. Alm anacs connected in d iv id u a ls , and, as 

W aldstre icher po ints out, local com m unities, b u t on  tw o  levels, the 

secular and the sacred.

The almanac was second on ly to the B ible, b o th  in  its  appearance 

in  p r in t in  early Am erica, and in  the qu a n tity  o f its  ea rly  d is trib u tio n .

I t  preceded the newspaper by over f ifty  years. Its evo lu tion  as a genre 

represents an ongoing m ediation between c u ltu ra lly  constructed and 

em p irica lly  tested expressions o f tim e, as i t  m erged the form s o f the 

early calendar, o rig in a lly  a lis t o f re lig ious festiva ls, and the early 

almanac, a co llection o f tables o f astronom ical events pred icted  fo r the 

com ing year. As the m odern almanac evolved fro m  w ooden and 

m anuscrip t calendars to its  firs t p rin tin g  b y G utenberg in  the m id-
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fifte e n th  century, the dua l trad itions o f re lig io n  and science fue led its  

genesis. The gradua l a d d itio n  o f po litica l, com m ercia l, and m edical 

in fo rm a tio n  made the almanac h ig h ly  practica l. The inse rtion  o f b lank 

leaves in  the m id-seventeenth century enabled the ow ner to use the 

almanac as a d ia ry . Portable even in  its earliest form s, the almanac 

became m ore convenient w ith  the in tro d u c tio n  o f the d im in u tiv e  

pocket almanac in  the eighteenth century.59

The 1777 Almanac

M ichael Gratz probably purchased a copy o f Poor Will's  Pocket 

Almanack For the Year 1777 d u rin g  the last three m onths o f the 

preceding year, w hen publishers issued almanacs ne w ly  calculated fo r 

the fo llo w in g  year.60 G ratz's 1777 almanac, now  in  the co llection  o f the 

Rosenbach M useum  &  L ib ra ry  in  Philadelphia, re ta ins its  o rig in a l 

cover, a heavy, embossed D utch paper, w ith  a flo ra l pa tte rn  in  orange, 

red, and b row n, colors tha t have faded w ith  tim e and use. Due to th e ir 

in tended p o rta b ility , pocket almanacs, un like  o ther almanacs w h ich  

were usually hung by a s trin g  on the w all, were bound in  protective 

covers.61

A ccord ing to its  sub title , the almanac is "F itte d  to the Use o f 

Pennsylvania, and the ne ighbouring Provinces." In  a d d itio n  to its  

calendar, the almanac contains: predictions o f the year's eclipses; a lis t 

o f Q uaker m eeting tim es; the dates o f area fa irs; a tide  table; a table o f 

the value o f do lla rs in  sh illings and pence; tables o f in te rest figu re d  at 

six and seven percent; distances by road from  P hilade lph ia  to places
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northeastw ard, southeastward, northw estw ard, and southwestward; 

and distances between o ther towns. The almanac is, as W aldstreicher 

notes, fixe d  to a geographic location.

O rig in a lly , the G ratz almanac contained tw enty-six leaves (fifty - 

tw o pages). Each p rin ted  page was faced by a b lank page, and there were 

o rig in a lly  tw o b lank leaves (fo u r pages) a t its  center, confirm ed by 

another extant example, as the G ratz almanac, in  its  curren t cond ition , 

is m issing the fo u r b lank center pages.62 Its  construction, w ith  a single 

s titch  th rough  the fo ld , w o u ld  have a llow ed fo r the easy rem oval, 

intended o r no t, o f the center leaves; M ichael G ratz used paper w ith  

great econom y th roug ho u t his life , and m ay w e ll have rem oved b lank 

pages fo r notes w ritte n  to others, as one o f his correspondents notes, 

"D o n 't be so D am n'd Sparing o f Paper &  Tear you r Letters a ll to pieces.

I  w ill Send you a Ream o f Paper i f  it  is Scarce w ith  yo u ."63 The scarcity 

o f paper d id  become a problem  du rin g  the w ar, and Poor Will's  was 

one o f o n ly  fo u r pocket almanacs published in  P h ilade lph ia  fo r 1777!*

Sometime before January 1777, G ratz inscribed the Hebrew 

calendar in  his best H ebrew  scrip t on the b la nk  leaves o f his almanac, 

opposite each o f the G regorian m onths. The consistency o f style o f the 

inscribed calendar fro m  m onth to m onth  suggests tha t G ratz calculated 

his calendar and entered i t  in to  the almanac in  a single s itting .65 

A lthou gh  the almanac contains b rie f, discrete business notations on six 

o f its pages, the H ebrew  calendar appears in  the almanac as a 

consistent, u n ifie d  system. The page opposite the m onth  o f August 

show's bo th  the calendar and business notes; w h ile  these notes appear
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to have been w ritte n  in  haste, the calendar has been entered w ith  care 

(F igure 7). The H ebrew  calendar, therefore, coexisted w ith  the business 

annotations, b u t, a long w ith  the m a te ria l p rin te d  in  the almanac, i t  

became a fo rm a l fram ew ork w ith in  w h ich  G ratz le d  business life . For 

com parison to G ratz's almanac, F igure 8 shows A ugust 1777 in  another 

extant copy o f Poor W ill 's  Pocket Almanack, annotated by Buckridge 

Sims, a non-Jew ish residen t o f P h ilade lph ia  whose business was 

located opposite Barnard G ratz's firs t store.66 A n n o ta tio n  o f fin a n c ia l 

ca lcu la tions and business transactions, lik e  those lis te d  by Sims and 

G ratz in  th e ir pocket almanacs, is typ ica l fo r  the period .

Seen so le ly as a schedule o f Jewish events inscribed in  a yearly 

d ia ry , the calendar G ratz entered in  h is alm anac m ig h t m erely con firm  

his status as an observant Jew: he has lis te d  ho lidays and Sabbaths.

Yet, i f  we consider the im p lica tions o f h is en te ring  the H ebrew  

calendar in  an A m erican almanac, the m e taphoric  p o te n tia l o f this 

object becomes clear. G iven the range o f co n fo rm ity  to the non-Jew ish 

env ironm en t th a t was possible, and the m odels o f ass im ila tion  tha t 

have been advanced in  scholarship, G ra tz 's choices in  creating this 

calendar render the alm anac n o t on ly a changed object, b u t also a 

docum ent o f Jew ish id e n tity  expressed w ith in  the fram ew ork o f 

A m erican  cu ltu re .

The transfo rm a tion  o f the alm anac also confers on G ratz an 

agency com parable to tha t o f its  o rig in a l m aker. In  the analysis o f any 

object, the m aker's choices can elucidate the re la tionsh ip  o f th is 

in d iv id u a l to  h is social and h is to rica l context. The entries tha t
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transform  the almanac in to  a Hebrew  calendar reveal M ichael G ratz's 

conscious con fo rm ity  to the Jewish construction  o f tim e, b u t they also 

dem onstrate h is use o f the almanac fo r its  o rig in a l purpose. A lth o u g h  

the presence o f several eighteenth-century European Jewish calendars 

in  m odern A m erican archives suggests th a t such calendars m ay have 

been available to early Am erican Jews, G ratz chose to enter the H ebrew  

calendar in  an Am erican almanac.67 A m erican almanacs p rov ide d  

p ractica l in fo rm a tion , such as local m onetary values, roads lin k in g  

towns and cities, and tide tables, that were necessary to G ratz's business 

activ ities; likew ise, the Am erican calendar was required fo r G ratz's 

p a rtic ip a tio n  in  Am erican life . S im ila rly , certa in  calendar entries 

convey how  G ratz may have used the astronom ical predictions o f the 

A m erican almanac to assist his calculations o f the Hebrew calendar.

The re la tionship  o f G ratz's entries to objects, documents, and 

behaviors im p lies the existence o f com m unity, no t on ly as i t  was 

"im ag ine d" by ind iv idua ls  w ho shared the same calendar, b u t also as i t  

describes the actual collective functions practiced by Jews du rin g  the 

pe riod . Some o f the entries surely w o u ld  have rem inded G ratz o f the 

calendar's h is to ric  ro le in  establishing and m a in ta in ing Jewish id e n tity , 

and other entries, o f the sense o f loss and lon g ing  associated w ith  the 

D iaspora, w h ich  G ratz recognized even as he was establishing h im se lf 

as a successful and pa trio tic  Am erican.68 The expression o f Jewish 

id e n tity  w ith in  a context o f Am erican experience tha t is im p lie d  by the 

almanac indicates that Gratz transform ed th is too l o f a single 

"im ag ined  com m un ity" in to  an object th a t enabled him  to im agine 

tw o  com m unities sim ultaneously.
20
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N ote: A  tra nscrip tion  o f the annotations in  the 1777 almanac fo llow s 
as A ppend ix  B. A lth o u g h  the H ebrew  m onths straddle the d iv is ions o f 
the G regorian m onths, the transcrip tion  and analysis fo llo w  the 
physical structure o f the almanac, jus t as G ratz's annotations do. The 
almanac's structure a llow ed G ratz to v iew  on ly one page at a tim e; th is  
analysis w ill v iew  the object ju s t as G ratz h im se lf d id . Ita lic ized  w ords 
tha t appear in  the context o f G ratz's inscrip tions and correspondence 
between G ratz and his fa m ily  and associates represent w ords w ritte n  in  
the H ebrew  language.

H is to rica l accounts o f Jewish re lig ious observance d u rin g  the 

co lon ia l pe riod  emphasize adherence to the tra d ition a l celebration o f 

the Sabbath, c iting  correspondence tha t breaks o ff suddenly at sundow n 

on F riday, and gentile business associates who report delays in  

transactions u n til a fte r sunset on Saturday.69 Indeed, Gratz's calendar 

denotes each weekly Sabbath (Shabbat), b u t also includes the name o f 

its corresponding Torah reading, o r "p o rtio n ," ind ica ting  his 

awareness, and, presum ably, his observance, o f the annual scrip tu ra l 

cycle. A lth o u g h  his access to Joseph Simon's Torah is ev iden t fro m  h is  

re la tionsh ip  w ith  Simon, the details o f his w eekly observance are no t 

know n. Yet, G ratz's observance, and the indications that render his 

calendar an expression o f Jewish id e n tity , extend w ell beyond this 

w eekly re lig ious ritu a l.

The tra d itio n a l fo rm  o f the almanac, like  the Jewish calendar, 

had its  o rig in  in  astronom ical observations, and, therefore, m ay have 

aided G ratz's calculations. The m onth ly d ivis ions o f the H ebrew  

calendar fo llo w  the lu n a r cycle, w ith  each m onth  beginning upon the 

observation o f the N ew  M oon (Rosh Chodesh). Almanacs recorded 

the "m oon's age and changes" (as i t  is term ed in  the almanac's
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"E xp lanation ," o r key), based on  annual m athem atical pred ictions. I f  

G ratz used the almanac7s p red ic tion  fo r the new  m oon, represented by 

a blackened circle  in  the fifth  co lum n o f each m onth 's  calendar, to 

place the m o n th ly  Rosh Chodesh, the tw o events shou ld  be expected to 

coincide. In  A ugust, however, the sym bol appears in  the almanac on 

the th ird , w h ile  G ratz indicates the Rosh Chodesh o f A v  on  A ugust 

fo u rth  (F igure 7). I t  is in  this discrepancy th a t we can see the tension 

between the tw o calendrical systems a t w ork.

A ccord ing  to the notes above A ugust's calendar, the new  m oon 

occurred on the th ird  o f A ugust a t six o 'c lo ck  in  the m orn ing , a tim e o f 

day w hen the m oon its e lf may n o t have been v is ib le . The Jewish 

celebration o f the com mencement o f each m o n th  had h is to rica lly  

depended on observation ra ther than ca lcu la tion ; the m onth  o f A v ,  

therefore, began the evening o f A ugust th ird , upon  the m oon's firs t 

s igh ting, and extended, as a ll Jewish ho lidays, in to  the fo llo w in g  day, 

A ugust fo u rth , the date on w h ich  the event appears in  G ra tz 'z  

calendar. I t  seems possible, therefore, tha t G ratz em ployed the 

alm anac's calculations fo r the date and tim e o f the new  m oon, bu t 

u ltim a te ly  adhered to Jewish tra d itio n  in  assigning the date o f its 

re lig ious observance.70 The difference between the tw o calendrical 

systems had practica l effects in  G ratz's in teractions w ith  his 

com m unity, as the celebration o f ho lidays en ta iled  the cessation o f 

w o rk , a behavior tha t affected even the non-Jews in  his business and 

social environm ents. G ratz's reso lu tion  o f the discrepancy in  dates, 

therefore, was, inheren tly , a statem ent o f id e n tity .
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The expression o f id e n tity  tha t occurred through d iffe re n tia tin g  

the H ebrew  calendar fro m  the A ng lo -A m erican  calendar is ev iden t n o t 

on ly in  the placem ent o f the date o f the N e w  M oon, b u t in  the m anner 

in  w h ich  G ra tz re fe rred  to the event itse lf. The evening tha t begins 

every Jewish h o lid a y  is term ed Erev, and G ratz's use o f this 

designation fo r the n ig h t before the N ew  M oon  m ay signal his 

observance o f the Rosh Chodesh as a ho lid a y , im p ly in g  his 

perform ance o f special prayers that m ark the beginning o f the new  

m o n th .71 The r itu a l celebration o f astronom ica l events w o u ld  have 

been an anom alous behavio r in  a non-Jew ish environm ent. N ew  

moons are fixe d  ne ither to days o f the w eek no r to specific calendar 

dates, nor are they annua lly celebrated seasonal events, bu t, instead, 

they are re gu la rly  observed w ith o u t correspondence or analogy to the 

A ng lo -A m erican  calendar. Such an anom aly, in  fact, cou ld  on ly  have 

emphasized the co n flic t between astronom y and C hris tian ity  tha t 

de fined  the e vo lu tio n  o f the m odem  alm anac.72 A lth o u g h  the 

astronom ical event o f the new  m oon can be observed in  nature, a fact 

noted by bo th  Jew ish and non-Jewish cu ltu res in  the period, as is 

evident fro m  its  n o ta tio n  in  the almanac, the attachm ent o f re lig io u s  

m eaning to th a t event derives from  an a lte rna te , Jewish construction  

o f tim e tha t p riv ileges a lun a r o rien ta tion .

A  calendar tha t fo llow s only the lu n a r cycle w ou ld  assign each 

m onth  the equ iva len t o f tw enty-n ine and one-ha lf solar days.

A lthou gh  the H ebrew  calendar priv ileges the lun a r m onth, its  d a ily  

u n it rem ains the tw en ty-fo u r-h ou r solar day (a lbe it evening-to-
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evening). Because a tw elve-hour (or one-half) solar day does no t occur 

in  nature, some lu n a r m onths consist o f tw en ty-n ine  solar days and 

some o f th irty . The H ebrew  calendar addresses the theoretical problem  

o f the next m onth7s N ew  M oon appearing ha lf-w ay th rough  the 

th irtie th  solar day o f the preceding m onth (i.e., a t the p o in t tha t w ou ld  

have been tw enty-n ine and one-half days) by assigning a Rosh 

Chodesh tha t incorporates the fin a l day o f each th irty -d a y  m onth w ith  

the firs t day o f the m onth  tha t fo llow s it. Some N ew  M oons, therefore, 

are shared by tw o m onths and celebrated fo r tw o days. G ratz's calendar 

acknowledges th is  phenom enon, as w e ll, in d ica tin g  tw o-day New 

M oons in  February {Adar I), M arch (Adar II), M ay (lyar), July 

(J a m m u z),  and September (Elul).73 A lthou gh  he m ay have depended 

on the A m erican alm anac7 s objective designation o f the new  m oon as 

a single event, G ratz again fo llow ed the Jewish in te rp re ta tio n  o f that 

event re la tive  to the construct o f the Hebrew  calendar.

The structure  o f the Jewish year, as Gratz has entered it, reveals a 

tension between the almanac itse lf and the almanac as a transform ed 

object. The designation o f the beginning o f each m on th  in  the 

transform ed almanac correlates to the astronom ical calculations o f the 

o rig in a l, b u t deviates fro m  these calculations to accomodate Jewish 

tra d itio n . The s igh ting  o f the new m oon in  the n ig h t sky is p riv ileged  

over the sc ien tific  know ledge o f its d iu rn a l occurrence, and its  

celebration over tw o  days to m ainta in the calendar's lu n a r o rien ta tion  

takes precedence even over its  observable, so lita ry, m onth ly  

appearance. The assignm ent o f re lig ious m eaning to dates tha t have
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no s p iritu a l im p o rt in  the o rig in a l alm anac, and w h ich  are even 

contrary to the re lig ious  values tha t shaped the almanac, signifies a 

contrast between the transform ed and o rig in a l objects, as w e ll as 

between the behaviors they im p ly . As G ratz inscribed  th is  system in to  

the o rig in a l alm anac, he sure ly observed the re la tion sh ip  o f the two 

calendars as they intersected and d iverged, a pa tte rn  tha t continues 

th roughou t the almanac.

One such divergence occurred in  respect to the leng th  o f the 

year itse lf. Jew ish ho lidays, other than N ew  M oons and Sabbaths, are 

fixed  to specific, annual dates. A  tw e lve -m on th , lu n a r year is shorter 

than a solar year, a llo w in g  these fixed  ho lidays, w h ich  were o rig ina lly  

connected w ith  the solar-oriented harvest cycle, to d r if t  fro m  their 

appropria te seasons. The calendar was therefore designed as "lu n i- 

so la r" (o r "s o li-lu n a r"), 'w ith  its  m onths o rie n te d  to the m oon, but 

w ith  corrections calculated to a lign  the ho lidays w ith  the seasons.

These corrections are effected by leap years, occurring  every th ird , sixth, 

e ighth, e leventh, fou rteen th , seventeenth, and n ine teenth  year in  each 

nineteen-year cycle.

The H ebrew  year o f 5537 (1776 - 1777) was a leap year. W hile 

other years are composed o f tw elve m onths, leap years ga in a 

th irteen th  m o n th  by repeating the m o n th  o f Adar. G ratz accounted fo r 

this ad d ition a l m on th  opposite February's calendar, where he indicated 

on February seventh the N ew  M oon o f the "F irs t" Adar  (Rosh 

Chodesh Adar Rishon). On February tw en tie th , he noted "L ittle "

Purim (Purim Katan), ind ica ting  the fixe d  date o f the Purim  holiday,
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b u t labe ling  i t  " lit t le "  because i t  is not celebrated in  the F irs t Adar  o f a 

leap year. The celebrated Purim  appears in  the Second Adar  (Adar 

Sheni), w ith  its  observance in  tha t m onth preceded b y the Fast o f 

Esther (Tzom Ester) on  M arch tw entie th . G ra tz 's annotations thus 

show  tha t he inserted, o r "in te rca la ted ," the th irte e n th  m on th  o f the 

leap year in  accordance w ith  the h isto ric m ethod used to m a in ta in  the 

h o lid ays ' re la tionsh ip  to the harvest seasons.

I t  is perhaps the ho lidays ' seasonal associations th a t con tribu ted 

to th e ir use as tem poral po in ts o f reference. G ratz m arked the ho liday 

o f Passover (Pesach) opposite A p ril. Fam ily correspondence 

m en tion ing  th is ho liday suggests that i t  was bo th  an event un to  itse lf 

and a w ay o f m arking the passage o f time. In  a postscrip t to  a le tte r, 

Barnard, w ritin g  to M ichael in  Lancaster, said, "Y ou N ever M en tion  i f  

you  have Rec'd. the bag Sug[a]r Loaf Sug[a]r I  Sent you  before Pesach"7* 

The ho lid ay  thus served as a p o in t o f reference tha t was so le ly Jewish, 

bu t tha t was em ployed fo r a purpose connected w ith  the Gratzes' 

com m ercia l endeavors. The ho lid ay  was, how ever, in  th is  and other 

fa m ily  correspondence o f the period, referred to in  H ebrew , w ith  its 

name em bedded in  correspondence composed in  E nglish, as though 

the essence o f the ho liday cou ld  be expressed on ly  in  the language o f 

the cu ltu re  tha t gave i t  m eaning.73 Again, observance o f the ho lidays 

was bo th  in te rw oven  in  the Gratzes' Am erican experience and 

concurrently expressed as a un ique ly Jewish idea.

I t  is no t certa in how  the Jewish p o pu la tion  o f P h ilade lph ia  

celebrated Passover in  the 1770s. I t  was no t u n til 1786 th a t M ichael
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Gratz ordered "sm all p laned boards, on w h ich  to make cakes fo r the 

Passover fo r [the] Jewish congregation" fro m  D avid  Evans, a local 

cabinet maker, signaling tha t the p rodu ction  o f matzoh, the 

unleavened bread eaten d u rin g  the ho liday, had, by tha t tim e, become 

a com m unal fu n c tio n .76

O ther com m unal behaviors tha t m ay have been expressive o f 

id e n tity  are linked  to ad d itio n a l holidays G ratz entered in  the almanac. 

The b ib lica l com m andm ent tha t seven weeks be counted fro m  the 

second day o f Passover by m easuring a certain volum e o f g ra in  (om er) 

enabled the ancient Hebrews to determ ine the proper tim e between the 

early barley harvest and the la te r spring harvest o f wheat.77 W ith  the 

exception o f the th irty -th ird  day o f the omer-counting  {Lag B'Omer), 

w hich appears on M ay tw e n ty -fifth  o f G ratz's calendar, festive 

activities, like  weddings, are suspended d u rin g  this pe riod .78 M ichael 

and M iria m  G ratz's June w edd ing  date, and Joseph S im on's concern 

over a delay tha t m igh t have generated gossip, may ind ica te  tha t the 

m arriage had been postponed u n til the resum ption o f festiv ities was 

permissable, after the counting  o f the omer. 79

C ongregation M ikve h  Israel in  Philadelphia, w h ich  the Gratzes 

helped found , has in  its  collections tw o “omer counters," scrolls, 

believed to date fro m  the eighteenth century, tha t are tu rned to m ark 

the days, substitu ting  fo r the g ra in  measure o f ancient times. One o f 

the scrolls combines Spanish and H ebrew  (Figure 9), and the text o f the 

other is w ritte n  in  H ebrew  alone. There is no docum entation 

ind ica ting  w hether these counters were used by the congregation in  the
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eighteenth century.80 If, in  fact, om er  counters were used by 

congregations in  the period, the ir use w ou ld  suggest that, a t least fo r 

th is fo rty -n ine -day period, calendar-keeping was a com m unal function .

Just as the keeping o f the calendar may have been a com m unity 

function , the calendar itse lf could be used to strengthen a sense o f 

com m unity. The tw o days o f Shavuot appear opposite the m onth  o f 

June in  the G ratz almanac. This h o lid a y , w h ich  m arks the end o f the 

counting  o f the omer, reflects an im p o rta n t h is to ric  developm ent o f 

the Jewish construct o f tim e subsequent to a change in  circum stance 

tha t threatened n o t on ly  Jewish id e n tity , b u t Jewish cu ltu re  as w e ll.

A n  a g ricu ltu ra l celebration in  b ib lica l times, Shavuot signaled the end 

o f the late spring  harvest. Jews made one o f three annual p ilgrim ages 

to the Tem ple in  Jerusalem, bearing o ffe rings o f fru its  and grains. The 

destruction o f the Second Tem ple ended the tra d itio n  o f offerings, 

n u llify in g  the ho liday 's  o rig in a l purpose. The harvest ho liday, 

how ever, evo lved in to  a celebration o f the g iv in g  o f the Ten 

Comm andments, w hich, according to p rie s tly  calculation, occurred as 

m any days after the date o f the Exodus from  Egypt as there are between 

Passover and Shavuot.

This h is to rica lly  proactive use o f the calendar superim posed one 

event onto another, w h ich  h is to ria n  Yosef H ayim  Y erushalm i term s 

"h is to rica l con junctions" tha t are ty p ic a l o f Jewish ritu a ls  o f 

rem em brance.81 The ritu a lize d  rem em brance o f the g iv in g  o f the Ten 

Commandments enabled a people faced w ith  dispersion, and its  

inheren t th reat to the co n tin u ity  o f cu ltu re , to re a ffirm  the basis o f
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th e ir fa ith  and the ir id e n tity  as a na tion , even w hen they lacked 

geographical nationhood.

The Jew ish calendar and its  ho lidays, as s p iritu a l constructions 

o f m em ory, served to  create an "im ag ined  com m un ity " tha t m erged 

past and present, fa ith  and h is to ry . The h o lid a y  o f Passover is 

qu intessentia l in  th is respect, creating a c u ltu ra l m em ory o f an 

h is to rica l event th rough  the ritu a l reenactm ent o f the event its e lf (i.e., 

the Seder as a recreation o f the Exodus). Th is r itu a l creates another 

fo rm  o f h is to rica l con junction, a tem pora l ru p tu re  o r co n d u it th rough  

w h ich  a ll Jews sim ultaneously partic ipa te  in  the Exodus fro m  E gypt.82

The transcendence o f tim e and place th a t is im p lic it in  the 

h is to ry  and observance o f ho lidays like  Shavuot and Passover is 

centra l to the Jewish s p iritu a l ou tlook.83 For Jews, w ho lack a 

prem odem  h is to riog raphy o ther than the B ib le  itse lf, ritu a liz e d  

m em ory was the on ly expressed cu ltu ra l record .81 The H ebrew  

calendar, lik e  the one G ratz inscribed in  h is alm anac, is the ins trum e n t 

tha t links  in d iv id u a l Jews and Jewish com m un ities across the 

boundaries o f tim e and geography, m a in ta in in g  an atem poral and 

boundary-less "im agined com m un ity." As the re pos ito ry  fo r, and 

guide to, ritu a ls  o f m em ory, such calendars are essential to the 

co n tin u ity  o f Jewish cu ltu re .

Just as the calendar fosters a sense o f Jew ish com m un ity and 

h is to ry, i t  also m em orializes the D iaspora, o r exile , wrh ich  de fined 

another facet o f G ratz's Jewish id e n tity . G ratz ind ica ted in  h is calendar 

tw o  days o f m ourn ing , the Fast o f the Seventeenth o iT a m m u z  {Tzom
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Tam m uz,  July twenty-second in  the almanac) and the Fast o f A v  

(Tzom B 'A v, A ugust tw e lfth ). The fast noted in  July commemorates 

the breaching o f the w a lls o f Jerusalem by the Babylonians (586 B.C.E.), 

and tha t in  A ugust com m em orates several events, the ensuing 

destruction o f the F irs t Tem ple b y  the Babylonians (586 B.C.E.), the 

destruction o f the Second Tem ple by the Romans (70 C.E.), and the 

fin a l defeat in  the Bar Kochba R ebellion (135 C.E.), a ll o f w h ich  Jewish 

tra d itio n  assigns to the same calendar date.85 The earlier fast represents 

the in itia l cause o f the D iaspora, and the second, a synchronous 

m ourn ing , or tem pora l con junction , o f three d is tin c t events th a t 

sym bolize the Jews' loss o f bo th  th e ir land and autonom y to o ther 

nations. M ichael G ratz's in c lu s io n  o f the tw o dates in  his almanac 

indicates tha t he may have observed the fasts, b u t the nature o f the fast 

days themselves, as m em orials o f the causes o f the Diaspora, also 

emphasizes his recogn ition o f his status as an exiled Jew.

D espite th e ir com m itm ent to  Am erica, co lon ia l A m erican Jews 

m ainta ined th e ir id e n tity  as exiles and th e ir id e n tifica tio n  w ith  the 

sp iritu a l na tion  o f Israel. Evidence fo r such id e n tifica tio n  is found , fo r 

example, in  the names chosen fo r the early congregations: Shearith 

Israel ("R em nant o f Israe l," in  N ew  York) and Mikveh Israel ("H ope o f 

Israe l," in  Savannah and P h ilade lph ia ). Inheren t in  these names is the 

acknow ledgm ent o f the h is to rica l and curren t status o f Jews as exiles, 

and the asp ira tion  o f redem ption  and re tu rn  tha t is embedded in  

Jewish cu ltu re .86
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The connection to the ancient na tion  o f Israe l is also m anifest 

in  a ho lid ay  whose observation w o u ld  have had no other purpose fo r 

Gratz. The Fast o f A v  (Tzom B 'Av), discussed above, is also know n as 

the N in th  o f A v  (Tisha B'Av) re flecting its  fixed  calendar date. D uring  

th is  same m onth, G ratz notes the Sabbaths and th e ir Torah po rtions 

(A ugust second, n in th , sixteenth, tw e n ty -th ird , and th irtie th ), b u t also 

enters a ho lid ay  o f obscure an ancient o rig in  and know n by its  date 

alone, the F ifteen th  (Chajnishah Osar). The fifte e n th  day o f A v  is a 

m in o r festiva l, m arking  the date w hen o fferings o f w ood w ere b rough t 

to  the Tem ple. This w ood was used a t the a lta r, possibly fo r bu rn ing  

sacrific ia l offerings. A lso associated w ith  th is date, a m idsum m er day 

w hen large numbers o f people came to Jerusalem bearing w ood 

offerings, was the performance o f dances by e lig ib le  young wom en, the 

in te n tio n  o f w h ich  was to attract po ten tia l husbands. A fte r the 

destruction  o f the Temple, the w ood o ffe rin g  and the ancient fo rm  o f 

the ho lid ay  became obsolete. A lthou gh  there were occasional reviva ls 

o f the dances, by Gratz's tim e the on ly vestige o f the ho liday w o u ld  

have been an a lte ra tion  in  da ily  prayers to m ark the m em ory o f 

ancient ritua ls , and, possibly, to express hope fo r the ir re turn.*7

The holidays entered by Gratz tha t have been discussed are 

lin ke d  to specific h isto rica l, seasonal, o r astronom ical events. The 

au tum n ho lidays whose value is p u re ly  s p iritu a l in  nature and w h ich  

signal the change to a new year that is asynchronous w ith  th a t o f the 

A ng lo -A m erican  calendar w ou ld  be o f in te rp re tive  in terest i f  they 

appeared in  G ratz's almanac. The fin a l m onth o f the Hebrew  calendar
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year, Elul, appears opposite September in  the almanac and ended the 

year 5537 fo r M ichael G ratz. G ratz's in te rca la tion  o f the leap-year 

m on th  advanced the au tum n ho lidays to  la te r dates on the G regorian 

calendar. The beginning o f the Jew ish year (Rosh Hashanah) and the 

D ay o f A tonem ent (Yom K ippur) w o u ld , therefore, have occurred in  

October 1777. Gratz's almanac, as discussed above, is n o w  m issing the 

leaves o rig in a lly  sew n-in between O ctober and N ovem ber; 

consequently, his annotations fo r these holidays are m issing .88

I t  is clear from  fa m ily  correspondence that the Gratzes celebrated 

these ho lidays. In  1768, Barnard, w r itin g  fro m  P hilade lph ia  to M ichael, 

w ho appears to have been in  N ew  Y o rk  (as Barnard sends his regards 

to the Hays and Myers fam ilies o f th a t c ity ), abrup tly ended a business 

le tte r to begin his observance, saying, "be ing Erev Y[o m ] K[ippur] M ust 

Conclude w ith  w ish ing you  Achatimah Tov," m eaning "ha ppy 

h o lid a y ." M ichael, early in  N ovem ber 1769 (fo llo w in g  Rosh Hashana, 

Yom Kippur, and Succot), seems to have overlooked the fa c t th a t non- 

Jews continued the ir business a c tiv ity  d u rin g  the Jewish ho lidays 

w hen he apologized to Moses Seixas, saying, " I  should have 

acknowledged yours by re tu rn  o f Capt. A nthony, b u t d id  n o t Expect he 

should have sailed in  the H o lidays." Levy A ndrew  Levy, a Lancaster 

trader, w rote an aw kw ard hyb rid  greeting composed o f a translated 

H ebrew  greeting and a m isstated E nglish phrase (perhaps in tended as 

"m any re tu rns") at the end o f a business le tte r in  1771, saying to 

M ichael, " I  w ish  you healthy &  H apy N ew  Year &  M any H o llyd a ys ." 

Barnard G ratz, delayed on the road in  1779, trie d  to p lan  h is ho lid ay  

log istics, w ritin g  to M ichael:
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G ot so fa rr on m y Road hom ew ards as this place and sha ll 
Please God if  I  keep so w e ll as I  am now  leave th is place on 
M onday N ext fo r B a ltim ore to  keep Rosh Hashana there 
as i t  is Im possible fo r me to  leave th is  place before then, 
and Im ediate ly a fte r R[osh] H[ashana] please God shall 
leave B a ltim ore fo r hom e."

In  1793, a fte r Barnard 's o n ly  daughter had m oved to B altim ore, he 

w ro te  M ichae l from  the E ttin g  hom e tha t, because Rachel's ch ild re n  

were i l l ,  he m ig h t no t make i t  to P h ilade lph ia  fo r Rosh Hashana 

"w h ic h  w ill be very troublesom e fo r me to be fro m  hom e."59

The im portance o f the au tum n ho lidays to the G ratz fa m ily  

suggests th a t the ir dates should have appeared on the pages now  

m issing fro m  M ichael's almanac. A lth o u g h  the pages opposite 

O ctober and N ovem ber are m issing, the almanac does m a in ta in  its  

o rig in a l b la nk  page opposite December, where the calendar shou ld  

resum e. The on ly  annota tion  on th a t page, however, is a rem inde r o f 

an upcom ing court appearance. G ratz d id  no t enter the corresponding 

H ebrew  dates, as he d id  fo r the ea rlie r m onths, the possible reason fo r 

w h ich  becomes apparent w hen we consider how  the H ebrew  calendar 

is orien ted in  com parison to the G regorian year.

The Hebrew  year begins at Rosh Hashanah, on the firs t day o f 

the m o n th  o f Tishri. As the b la nk  le a f tha t w ou ld  have contained th is 

date is m issing from  the 1777 alm anac, i t  is no t certain tha t G ratz ever 

began to enter the calendar fo r the H ebrew  year o f 5538. I f  G ratz had 

entered the firs t three m onths o f 5538 around the tim e o f Rosh 

Hashanah , December 1777 should have been annotated w ith  H ebrew  

dates. G ratz's almanacs fo r 1776 and 1778, w h ich  m igh t have p rov ide d
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evidence fo r such a cycle o f annotation, appear no t to be extant.

W ith in  the context o f the 1777 almanac, therefore, i t  seems tha t h is 

H ebrew  calendar stopped a t the end o f 5537.

The 1779 Almanac

Poor Will's Pocket Almanack For the Year 1779, owned and 

annotated b y  M ichael G ratz, is in  the collections o f the Rosenbach 

M useum  &  L ib ra ry  in  P h ilade lph ia .”  I t  has been rebound in  a new  

cover and a ll o f its  leaves appear to be in tact. There are annotations on 

fourteen pages, twelve o f w h ich  are the pages tha t face the tw elve 

G regorian calendar m onths. A ll o f the annotations concern business 

and fin a n c ia l m atters.91 A ll are inscribed in  English. None concerns 

the H ebrew  calendar o r its  ho lidays. A  tra nscrip tion  o f the annotations 

fo llow s as A ppendix C.

The annotations in  th is  almanac p ro v id e  a v iew  in to  a c ritic a l 

tim e in  M ichael G ratz's business life , as w e ll as in to  the life  o f the 

ne w ly  independent nation, now  at w ar w ith  B rita in . The annotations 

p rov ide  m om entary glimpses in to  the tw o in te rre la ted  tracks o f G ratz's 

business life  in  this period: m atters in  the course o f ord inary business 

as i t  was affected by the w ar, and issues re lated to his now-threatened 

land speculation concerns.92

Business activities inc lude  purchases o f goods fo r resale, like  the 

textiles and c lo th ing  noted opposite M arch, and loans made, like  those 

opposite M ay and June. A n  in tr ig u in g  note opposite July indicates tha t 

G ratz was ho ld ing  money fo r a captain about to depart on a
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priva teering "croose." A  note opposite A ugust places M ichael in  

W illiam sburg, tra d ing  in  June o f 1779. O pposite N ovem ber is an event 

fro m  August, lend ing a horse to "pasture ," o r possibly "p o rte r," w ith  

trave l directions, "a fte r you  tu rn  o u t o f the Lancaster Road 4 m iles 

From  P hila ." M ichael's m a ritim e  business is represented by a note on  

the center leaf (w h ich  does rem a in  in  th is almanac, u n like  its 

counterpart in  the 1777 almanac) sta ting  the sum o f m oney received 

"o n  acct. o f Sailors Shears" (m eaning "shares," o r com pensation fo r a 

voyage). December had M ichael back in  W illiam sburg.

Land speculation activ ities are represented by notations o f loans 

to Joseph Simon and M a jo r T ren t opposite January, and expenses p a id  

fo r the land concerns, as noted opposite February fo r the U n ited  

Companies o f Illin o is  &  Wabash. O ctober's notes include his 

transactions in  Lancaster fo r Ju ly 1779, in  w h ich  receipts are converted 

in to  a loan to George Croghan, pocket m oney fo r h im self, and m oney 

given to M iria m  G ratz fo r th e ir household expenses. W illia m  T re n t 

and George Croghan were partners in  early Ind ian  trade and land 

speculation in  the West. They w ere la te r in vo lve d  w ith  Joseph S im on 

and other Lancaster area traders in  land  concerns, in c lu d in g  the Illin o is  

Com pany in  w h ich the G ratz brothers were also invo lve d .93

M ost re levant to the cen tra l business o f G ratz's life  at th is tim e , 

however, is the page opposite September, annotated w ith  the lis t o f the 

"V irg in ia  Delegates in  Congress" w hom  M ichael pe titioned  to settle 

the land claims to his and his concerns' fa vo r (Figure 10). These cla im s 

invo lved  concerns called the V anda lia  Com pany and the Ind iana
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Com pany and are the subjects o f pam phlets published b y  Samuel 

W harton  ("P la in  Facts") and Thomas Paine ("P ub lic  G ood"), b o th  o f 

w hom  supported the claim s o f the land companies against V irg in ia . 

A lth o u g h  the claim s to  these lands fin a lly  fa iled , o ther claim s in  the 

area tha t became the state o f Kentucky were pursued by M ichael's 

ch ild re n  and grandchildren.**

L ike the 1777 almanac, th is object has been altered, b u t the 

changes to the 1779 alm anac do no t fa ll outside the standard 

param eters fo r the use o f pocket almanacs. Gratz has n o t transform ed 

the almanac's character o r in tended purpose. The d irections to the 

house where he w ill deposit his horse para lle l the tables o f roads and 

distances between cities th a t are regularly appended to almanacs. The 

fina nc ia l notations re late to the tables o f m onetary values and interest. 

H is m aritim e trade is dependent on the tide tables, as w e ll as 

astronom ical and w eather pred ictions contained in  the almanac, and 

his m ention o f p riva te e rin g  reflects curren t w artim e a c tiv ity . M eeting 

tim es, legal affa irs, and the names o f governm ent o ffic ia ls  are also 

w ith in  the subjects addressed b y th is and other period  A m erican 

almanacs. The activ ities th a t G ratz has chosen to enter in  th is almanac 

are, therefore, u n ifie d  w ith  the contents and functions o f the almanac 

its e lf and are com parable to the annotations made by non-Jews o f the 

period.

Does G ratz's om ission o f a Hebrew  calendar in  the 1779 almanac, 

and perhaps beginning as early as October o f the 1777 almanac, signal a 

change in  his attachm ent to o r h is expression o f his Jewish iden tity?
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Does the adherence o f h is annotations sole ly to the in tended purpose 

o f the almanac suggest tha t he has begun to assim ilate the ca lendrica l 

rhythm , or even the im p lie d  re lig ious behaviors o f the G regorian 

year? In  o rder to address these questions, i t  is necessary to consider the 

h is to rica l context o f this c ritica l pe riod  in  A m erican h is to ry  and the 

effects o f the period 's events on the Jews o f P hiladelphia .

The Historical Context, 1776 - 1780

As the hos tilitie s  o f the R evo lu tion  progressed, B ritish  troops 

occupied several o f Am erica 's m ajor urban centers. These cities were 

home to the largest o f Am erica's Jewish popula tions, and, in  the case o f 

N ew port, N ew  York, and Savannah, supported established 

congregations by  the tim e o f the R evo lu tion . M any Jews, whose 

m a jo rity  supported independence (as noted above by  Benjam in Rush), 

fled  these cities, the ir homes, and th e ir synagogues. W hen N ew  Y ork 

was occupied in  September 1776, Gershom Seixas, w ho had presided at 

M ichael G ratz's w edding in  1769 and was now  the re lig ious leader o f 

N ew  York's Jewish congregation, gathered up the Torah scrolls 

belonging to C ongregation Shearith Israel and fle d  along w ith  some o f 

his congregants, in c lu d in g  s ilve rsm ith  M yer M yers, to  southern 

Connecticut. O ther N ew  Yorkers le ft fo r Philadelphia. N ew port was 

occupied in  late 1776, and its  Jews fled  to Massachusetts and 

Connecticut; Savannah fe ll in  1778, and the m a jo rity  o f the Jews w ho 

fled  added th e ir numbers to the the s w iftly  increasing Jewish 

popu la tion  o f Philadelphia. Charleston's Jews, and the group o f N ew
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Yorkers w ho had settled in  Connecticut, jo ined  them  there in  1780.95

Philadelphia itse lf was occupied between N ovem ber 1777 and 

M ay 1778, d u rin g  w h ich  tim e Congress relocated fro m  P h ilade lph ia  to 

Lancaster and, fo r a short tim e, to York, Pennsylvania. M a ny o f 

Philadelphia 's Jews and her recent refugees also m oved to Lancaster 

d u rin g  the occupation. D islocated and w ith  trade and fa m ily  life  

affected by the ongoing w ar, the Gratzes persevered. Barnard, w ritin g  

fro m  Lancaster in  January 1778, directed M ichael's business 

m ovem ents and advised h im  o f any p o litic a l developm ents tha t 

affected trade:

[W e now ] Have an act R egulaiting the D iffre n t artic les and 
Include a ll M erchdz. as you  w ill see by the Inclosed News 
paper tho i t  M entions fo r the C onsideration o f the P ub lick 
b u t its p u tt in  Execution D irectly. Captn. Lang is apoin ted 
as a Comissn. w ho goes abt. &  takes w hat Goods he wants 
and allows the People 20 pts. P ro ffitt on the firs t Cost o f 
there Goods tho they Do no t M eddle w ith  the Im porte rs  by
sea We have heard th is Day a Report o f . . .  V e ry  Good
News w h ich  is tha t the Canadians have R evolted and 
Seized the B rittish  troops &  p ro p irty  in  Canada &  Have 
prisoners o f them (say the Troops).96

In  a postscrip t to the same letter, Joseph Sim on ins truc ted  

M ichael to have tobacco shipped from  St. Eustatia (also a site o f early 

Jewish settlem ent), w arn ing  h im  to be certa in to insure the shipm ent, 

probably against in te rcep tion  by the B ritish  fleet. In  another postscript, 

M iria m  G ratz com bined in tim a te  fam ily  details w ith  lo ca l news; she 

in fo rm ed M ichael bo th  tha t she had decided to wean th e ir son H ym an 

and tha t she had received a le tte r from  S. M ., a P h ilade lph ian  w ho had
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stayed behind, w ho "says he was obliged to  g ive  up the House to the 

so ld ie ry . . .  [and] he wants to come ou t ve ry  m uch ." The ir d a ily  lives, 

like  those o f o ther Am ericans, were subject to the ebb and flo w  o f the 

ongoing h o s tilitie s .

For the Gratzes, conducting business d u rin g  the w ar m eant 

seizing op p o rtu n itie s  whenever they presented them selves, and tak ing  

m ore d iffic u lt and precarious routes than the y had p rev ious ly .

Barnard w ro te  to  M ichae l in  M ay 1778, te llin g  h im  o f reports o f a treaty 

tha t w ou ld  p ro tect French trade w ith  A m erica by convoying vessels 

w ith  "m en o f w a rrs ."97 The Gratzes had d iffic u lty  b o th  obta in ing and 

transporting  goods a t th is tim e, and, as B arnard suggested in  the same 

le tte r, the news o f the French treaty m ig h t be incen tive  fo r another 

Jewish m erchant, Solom on M yers (perhaps the "S .M ." o f M iria m 's  

postscript), to tra ve l to V irg in ia , where they were s till able to receive 

shipped goods, i f  the incom ing ships m anaged to evade the B ritish  

flee t.93 The in a b ility  to use Philadelphia 's p o rt presented s till m ore 

d ifficu ltie s , apparent in  Barnard's postscrip t in s tru c tio n  to M ichael fo r 

an in trica te  p la n  to coordinate overland portage o f goods fro m  V irg in ia  

to Lancaster.

The challenges th a t the w ar presented to  com merce were 

countered by the benefits this s itua tion  p ro v id e d  to  P hilade lph ia 's 

Jewish com m unity. The details o f the Jew ish refugees' lives and w o rk  

d u rin g  th is pe riod  are no t m entioned in  the G ratzes' correspondence. 

The tangible resu lts o f th is boom  in  the loca l Jew ish po pu la tion , 

however, are clear. M arriages and business associations between Jews
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from , d is tan t cities created stronger trade and fa m ilia l connections.99 

The c ritic a l mass o f Jewish fam ilies present in  the P h ilade lph ia - 

Lancaster area also p ro v id e d  the incentive and the financia l support to 

establish a fo rm a l congregation w ith in  a perm anent synagogue.

A  sm all g roup o f P hiladelphia 's Jewish residents had begun to 

make moves tow ard  the establishm ent o f a synagogue years earlier. In  

1761 correspondence indicates tha t the idea had been rum ored, b u t the 

o n ly  action taken appears to have been the bo rro w in g  o f a Tor ah scro ll 

fro m  N ew  Y ork's congregation. Space was rented fo r w orsh ip on 

C herry A lle y  in  1771, and B arnard Gratz in q u ired  w ith  friends in  

London about the purchase o f a To rah. M ichael G ratz received 

r i mmo n i m,  s ilve r crowns fo r a Torah, fro m  M yer M yers, the N ew  

Y ork  s ilve rsm ith , in  1772. The congregation was named in  1773, and 

the Gratzes set about ra is ing  funds to "establish [the congregation] on a 

m ore so lid  fo u n d a tio n ."100 Such a founda tion  was no t established u n til 

the a rriv a l o f the Jewish refugees, who had g row n  accustomed to the 

now -longstand ing  o rgan iza tion  o f the ir ow n com m unities.

The a rriva l in  1780 o f N ew  York's Jews w ho had fle d  to 

C onnecticut, in c lu d in g  Gershom  Mendes Seixas, now  the 

acknow ledged re lig ious leader o f the A m erican Jewish com m unity, 

has been regarded by historians as the fin a l catalyst tha t enabled 

P h ilade lph ia  to b u ild  its  synagogue, w hich was fin a lly  accom plished in  

1 7 8 2 .i°i Congregation M ikve h  Israel was firm ly  established, a lthough it  

was weakened fina nc ia lly  by the departure o f the Jews whose presence 

in  P h ilade lph ia  had prom pted  its  establishm ent. W hen the
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occupations o f the o ther cities ended, m any o f the Jewish refugees 

began to re tu rn  to the ir ow n  homes and congregations having created 

both a new  synagogue in  Philadelphia, and new  bonds w ith  other 

Jewish com m unities.

The Calendar, Jewish Community, and Jewish Identity

M any Jewish refugees who came to P h ilade lph ia  d u rin g  the 

R evo lu tion  had already seen Hebrew calendars published in  the ir 

home cities. The earliest p rin ted  H ebrew  calendars seem to have 

appeared in  cities where Jewish populations were established and 

fo rm a lized  earliest. N ew  Y ork was home to the earliest Jewish 

com m unity in  A m erica w ith  its firs t Jews a rriv in g  fro m  B raz il in  1654 

and beginn ing regular Jewish w orsh ip in  1655. Savannah's Jewish 

com m unity a rrived  fro m  London in  1733, fu lly  organized and 

o u tfitte d  w ith  r itu a l objects. Both o f these cities had w itnessed some 

fo rm  o f lo ca lly  p rin te d  Hebrew calendar p r io r to the R evolution. 

A lthou gh  Jews firs t a rrived  in  N ew port in  1658 and established a 

congregation as early as 1695, the existence o f a p rin ted  Hebrew 

calendar p rio r to the nineteenth century is n o t certa in .102

H ebrew  calendars appeared in  tw o almanacs published in  New 

Y ork in  1774 fo r the year 1775 by James R ivington. One, advertised as 

The Fam ily Almanack and Ephemeris in  Rivington's New-York  

Gazetteer fo r October 27,1774 and Novem ber 10,1774, was prin ted 

under the name Rivington's New Almanack and Ephemeris.103 The
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H ebrew  calendar occupied a single page in  this fu ll-s ize  almanac

(versus the sm aller pocket almanac), and was described in  the

new paper advertisem ents and at the head o f the single-page calendar

in  the alm anac as:

The N EW  HEBREW C ALEN DAR , fo r the Year 5535, fro m  
the C reation o f the W orld , w h ich  corresponds w ith  the 
Years 1774 and 1775; shew ing the Heads o r Beginning o f 
every M onth, o r N ew  M oon, in  the Year celebrated by the 
Israelites, since the C reation o f the W orld : also shew ing 
the pa rticu la r Fasts, and H o ly  or Feast Days o f the Year: 
L ikew ise a M em oria l o f the w o n d e rfu l Day o f the 
D eliverance o f the C h ild ren  o f Israel, fro m  the Hands o f 
Ham an, kep t tw o Days, w h ich  are called PURIM.
A lso  a M em oria l o f the Tim e w hen the great W onder was 
w ro u g h t fo r the C h ild ren  o f Israel in  the Reign o f 
ANTIO CHUS, K ing  o f G reda, kept e ight Days, and called 
H A N U C A .1W

The second almanac was advertised in Rivington's New-York  

Gazetteer o f January 19,1775. Am ong the contents o f The Gentleman 

and Ladies Pocket Almanack lis te d  in  the advertisem ent is "The N ew  

H ebrew  Calendar, or Jews A lm anack fo r 1775."105 W ith in  the pocket 

almanac itse lf is a two-page H ebrew  calendar. The text at the head o f its  

firs t page duplicates the lengthy and dram atic descrip tion (seen above) 

tha t appeared in  the fu ll-s ize  almanac.

D espite having the same publisher and in tro d u c to ry  text, the 

pocket almanac's H ebrew  calendar begins w ith  the Jewish ho lidays tha t 

correspond to the m onth o f January, w h ile  the other begins a t the 

in ce p tio n  o f the Jewish year, w ith  the m onth o f Tishri. There are 

o ther discrepancies between the tw o calendars in  the fo llo w in g
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categories: the omission, o r inc lus ion  o f ho lidays; the celebration o f 

certa in  ho lidays fo r e ither tw o days o r one; and varia tions in  the 

tra d itio n a l names o f the holidays (e.g., Passover versus Pesach). B oth 

calendars are p rin te d  in  the Roman alphabet. N e ith e r calendar agrees 

in  fu ll w ith  the calendar as i t  w ou ld  be constructed by M ichael G ratz 

tw o years la te r; these discrepancies fa ll in to  the same three categories 

lis ted above.

A  th ird  early calendar was p rin te d  in  Savannah in  1761. This 

Calendario, pub lished by two Sephardic Jews, was a m u lti-year 

calculation made to be appended to the congregation's prayer books.106 

A lth o u g h  the Savannah com m unity had a rriv e d  in  1733, its  g ro w th  

was in te rru p te d  by num erous conflicts in  th a t area fro m  the 1750s 

th roug h  the R e vo lu tio n .107 W hen its  Jew ish p o p u la tio n  increased 

after independence, p rin te d  Hebrew calendars w o u ld  reappear in  the 

South-Carolina &  Georgia Almanac.

These early p rin te d  calendars m ay a id  in  the analysis o f M ichael 

G ratz's almanacs by revealing the nature o f the social pressures tha t led 

to the p rodu ction  o f p rin ted  Hebrew calendars. Jacob R. Marcus, a 

scholar o f A m erican Jewish h istory, states, "B y  the onset o f the 

R evo lu tion  there were enough Jews in  N ew  Y o rk  C ity  to ju s tify  

inc lus ion  o f the Jewish calendar in  the almanacs published by James 

R iv ing ton , the N ew  Y ork  jou rna lis t. Thus every Jew, no m atter where 

he happened to  trave l, cou ld always prepare h im se lf to keep the ho ly 

days."108 M arcus's sense that the calendars appeared due to a sizable 

Jewish p o p u la tio n  m ay be correct, bu t it  seems less lik e ly  that a
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calendar was included to a id Jewish, observance than i t  was to assist

non-Jews in  th e ir trade activ ities w ith  Jewish merchants and

craftsm en. Rivington's om ission o f the Sabbath and its  scrip tu ra l

po rtions, his dram atic in tro d u c tio n  o f the calendar as a nove lty  item

w ith  correspondence to the C hris tian  year(s), his in s tru c tio n  as to the

leng th  and m eaning o f selected Jewish holidays, and the choice to

h ig h lig h t as s ign ifican t tw o  ho lidays o f lesser im p o rt to Jews, may

signal th a t the calendar was n o t intended solely fo r a Jewish audience.

Because w o rk  is fo rb idd en  on  certain Jewish holidays tha t are not, like

the Sabbath, fixed  predictably to days o f the week, i t  was necessary fo r

the non-Jew ish com m unity to be aware o f the dates on w h ich  business

could no t be transacted.

Later calendars con firm  this possib ility . The 1799 and 1800

calendars in  the South-Carolina &  Georgia Almanac inse rt the sym bol

o f a p o in tin g  fin g e r next to some o f the ho lidays and note, "A ll

Saturdays through the year, as w e ll as the holidays m arked are

days w hen no business is transacted." Both Hebrew calendars are also

in troduced as "C orresponding to the C hristian Year" o f 1799 and 1800,

respective ly, ju s t as the in troductions to Rivington's N ew  Y ork

almanacs d id  (Figure l l ) . 109

The firs t Hebrew calendar prin ted  by Jews and intended fo r w ide

c ircu la tio n  am ong Jews was published in  N ew port in  1806. The

approval o f Gershom Mendes Seixas appended to the calendar reads:

H A V IN G  seen yo u r proposals fo r pub lish ing  a Calendar, 
conta in ing our Festivals and Fasts, &c. &c. together w ith  
the rules observed fo r reading the Law, &c. &c. on such
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p u b lic  occasions—shew ing the day o f the solar and lunar 
m onths, w ith  the day o f the week, th ro u g h o u t the year— 
am  w e ll convinced i t  w ill be o f the u tm ost u t ility —and 
sincerely hope you  m ay experience as m uch be ne fit in  its 
productions, as i t  w ill be found useful and necessary by a ll 
o f ou r B rethren, the House o f Israel.

The language in  th is descrip tion , "o u r Festivals," "re ad in g  the Law ," 

and "use fu l and necessary by a ll ou r B re th ren ," contrasted w ith  the 

descriptions in  the ea rlie r Rivington's  and South-Carolina &  Georgia 

almanacs, h ig h lig h ts  the d ifference between th e ir in tended audiences. 

As p a rt o f the com plex com m ercial w o rld  o f the e ighteenth century, 

local, non-Jew ish com m unities used m any d iffe re n t c u ltu ra l calendars 

in  the course o f th e ir g ro w in g  in te rn a tio n a l trade, a phenom enon tha t 

w ill be addressed be low  in  greater detail. The appearance o f prin ted 

Hebrew  calendars fo r the broader com m unity, therefore, demonstrates 

the g ro w in g  im portance and v is ib ility  o f Jew ish com m unities in  the 

cities in  w h ich  they had resided fo r the longest tim e .110

The discrepancies between the tw o N ew  Y ork calendars fo r 1775, 

and those between these calendars and the one M ichael G ratz inscribed 

in  1776 fo r 1777, m ay ind ica te differences in  the trad ition s  that 

produced the calendars published in  the Rivington's  almanacs. Such 

differences m ay re flect the va rie ty  o f European (o r o ther) backgrounds 

o f Jewish im m igran ts to Am erica, o r between the constituencies o f the 

N ew  Y ork  and P h ilade lph ia  Jewish com m unities. They m ay also 

re flect va ria tions am ong the available p rin te d  European calendars tha t 

m ay have served as m odels. The phenom enon o f d is tin c t, local, 

H ebrew  calendars para lle ls the reg iona l nature o f A m erican almanacs,
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w h ich  reflected no t o n ly  va ria tio n  in  content based on  geographical 

location, b u t also calendar preferences based on the geographic and 

e thn ic  orig ins o f loca l po pu la tions.111

In  the context o f Jewish cultu re, loca l differences m ig h t be 

expla ined by preferences linked  to geographical residence in  A m erica 

o r residence p rio r to im m ig ra tio n , bu t the issue is com plicated by the 

nature o f the Jewish D iaspora. The scattering o f Jews over centuries 

en ta iled  the fo rm ation  o f separate enclaves tha t affected the 

transm ission o f m any aspects o f cu ltu re, possibly in c lu d in g  the H ebrew  

calendar. Am erican Jew ish popula tions, despite com pris ing  an e thn ic 

and re lig ious subgroup tha t was d is tin c t fro m  surround ing  cu ltures, 

s t ill m ainta ined in te rn a l cu ltu ra l varia tions as a re su lt o f the D iaspora.

Calendar ca lcu la tion  was a fu n c tio n  o f com m un ity in  

a n tiq u ity .112 W hen the Tem ple in  Jerusalem stood, i t  was the center o f 

a ll Jewish ritu a l a c tiv ity . P rio r to the destruction o f the Second 

Tem ple, on ly members o f the p rie s tly  class could calculate the lu n i- 

solar calendar o f fasts, feasts, Sabbaths, and Temple sacrifices that 

bound Jews to the ir G od, th e ir cu ltu re, and the ir com m unity. The 

priests ' secret calendar was, therefore, key to  the id e n tity  o f the Jewish 

people. A fte r the destruction  o f the Second Temple (70 C.E.), the 

cen tra lized a u th o rity  rem ain ing  in  Roman Palestine regu la ted the 

calendar so that the dispersed Jewish com m unities cou ld  m a in ta in  an 

id e n tica l tem poral cycle.

The calendar, as D urkhe im  states, "expresses the rh y th m  o f . . .  

co llective  activities, w h ile  at the same tim e its  fu n c tio n  is to assure
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th e ir re g u la rity ."113 The Hebrew  calendar, therefore, no t on ly  expressed 

Jewish id e n tity , bu t served to re in force it .  A lth o u g h  the science o f 

astronom ical ca lcu la tion was available since a n tiq u ity , the tra d itio n  o f 

observation prevailed, strengthening the po s ition  o f a centralized 

a u th o rity  in  de te rm in ing  "the  rh y th m  o f co llective ac tiv itie s ."

As pow er sh ifted over tim e in  the M editerranean w o rld , 

centra lized Jewish a u tho rity  d im in ished  as w e ll. In  the fo u rth  century 

C.E., the rem ain ing a u th o rity  made the calendar calculations available 

in  order to assure cu ltu ra l co n tin u ity  across the dispersed Jewish 

p o pu la tion . Rather than rem ain ing so le ly w ith in  a centra lized 

priesthood, re lig ious power sh ifted  to  in d iv id u a l scholarly academies, 

each w ith  a rabbi, o r teacher, as the loca lized au th o rity  w ho asserted 

u ltim a te  responsib ility  fo r re lig ious a c tiv ity . A lth o u g h  i t  is no t certain 

w hether the calendar was included w ith in  th is a u tho rity , i t  appears, by 

the Gratzes' tim e, tha t calendar ca lcu la tion was an a b ility  tha t resided 

o n ly  among those w ith  advanced re lig ious tra in in g .114

If, indeed, the Hebrew calendar was tied to centralized au thority , 

we m ig h t expect that, as new Jewish com m unities fo rm ed in  Am erica, 

the calendar w o u ld  have reverted to th is h is to rica l trend, obvia ting  the 

need fo r both in d iv id u a lly  m aintained and disparate, localized 

calendars. W ith  a ll members synchronized to the same tem poral 

rh y th m , such com m unities w o u ld  have form ed in te rn a l cohesion and 

de fined  themselves as d is tin c t fro m  the su rround ing  culture(s). B ut 

d id  such a m ovem ent actually happen?
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The su rv iva l o f the 1761 Savannah Calendario, i f  i t  was indeed a 

com m unity-produced calendar, appears to be singular.115 Despite the 

la te r suggestion o f u n ity  and centra lized a u th o rity  in  the 1806 N ew port 

calendar's approval by N ew  Y ork's re lig ious leader, the differences 

between the earlier Rivington's calendars suggests tha t calendars may 

actua lly  have diverged d u rin g  the 1770s. H is to ria n  Jonathan D . Sama 

po in ts  to the R evo lu tion as the end o f single-synagogue com m unities 

and the beginn ing o f inter-synagogue com petition. He traces this 

change to the influence o f the language o f the C on stitu tion  and B ill o f 

R ights on the Jewish perception  o f com m unal a u tho rity . The 

A m erican  v is io n  of in d iv id u a l freedom  im p lie d  Jewish freedom  o f 

choice. Philadelphia, am ong the las t o f A m erica 's largest co lon ia l cities 

(w ith  substantia l Jewish popu la tions) to establish its congregation, in  

fact, became the firs t d ty  w ith  tw o synagogues as early as 1795.116 Yet, as 

Sama specifies, synagogue "con stitu tio ns ," com plete w ith  "b ills  o f 

rig h ts ," d id  no t appear u n til a fte r the A m erican documents they 

em ulated had been adopted. Thus, the im m ediate im pact o f the 

R evo lu tion  on the Jews o f P h ilade lph ia  was, in  fact, the cohesion tha t 

fo rm ed its  firs t synagogue in  1782, despite inherent differences among 

its  Jewish residents and refugees, and despite w hatever seeds o f 

separatism  m ay have been present th irte e n  years before the found ing  

o f P hiladelphia 's second synagogue.

The almanac tha t Barnard G ratz sent to Solom on E ttin g  w hen 

he m oved fro m  Philadelphia to B a ltim ore  in  1795, the same year th is 

second synagogue emerged, was in tended to lin k  E tting to the Jewish
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com m unity even as th a t com m un ity  was beg inn ing  to fracture.

Against th is backdrop, E tting 's calendar can be understood as the 

m a te ria l m an ifesta tion  o f a tem pora l construct tha t was a t once 

em otional, in te lle c tua l, and re lig ious. L ike  Crusoe's notched post, 

E tting 's calendar, calculated according to b o th  quantita tive  science and 

qu a lita tive , re lig ious tra d itio n , w o u ld  connect h im  to a sense o f Jewish 

com m unity, ra the r than to th a t com m un ity 's  s tric t re a lity . L ike 

A nderson 's co-nationalists fo rm in g  an im ag ined com m unity, Jews 

depended o n ly  on the be lie f o f sim ultaneous experience, no t the 

know ledge o f it.

G ratz's 1779 almanac, in  its  om ission o f a H ebrew  calendar, does 

n o t p o in t a ffirm a tiv e ly  to assim ila tion . L ike  p o rtra its , fu rn itu re , and 

m any o ther objects o f m ateria l cu ltu re , the 1779 alm anac fa lls on ly  

w ith in  the context o f the broader A m erican  cu ltu re . The 1777 almanac, 

conversely, as a boundary obj'ect, po in ts to bo th  Jewish and Am erican 

cultures, a llo w in g  an analysis th a t h ig h lig h ts  the d iffe re n tia tio n  o f one 

fro m  the other. This d iffe re n tia tio n  a llow s us a v ie w  in to  G ratz's sense 

o f Jewish id e n tity  as he expressed i t  w ith in  an A m erican context.

M ichael G ratz's 1777 almanac was, therefore, an obj'ect th rough 

w h ich  he expressed his id e n tity  and w h ich  he transform ed fo r tha t 

purpose. Pocket almanacs were carried  by th e ir owners and consulted 

regu la rly . G ratz's recurring  reference to th is  object w o u ld  have served 

as re a ffirm a tio n  o f h is Jewish id e n tity  th ro u g h  the calendar's fu n c tio n  

as a reposito ry o f m em ory, h is to ry , fa ith , and tra d itio n . Like E tting 's 

almanac o f nearly tw en ty years la te r, G ra tz 's alm anac connected h im  to
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the Jew ish com m unity, real and im agined. The intersection and 

divergence o f the Hebrew and G regorian calendars reflects Gratz's 

sim ultaneous experience as bo th  Jew and Am erican, and, therefore, as 

a m em ber o f an ancient im agined com m un ity and a new  im agined 

na tion .

Th is new  nation, how ever, was n o t m ono lith ic , b u t was a 

m osaic o f ethnic cultures and re lig ious  fa iths. The sim u ltane ity  o f 

M ichael G ratz's calendar rem inds us tha t eighteenth-century Am erica 's 

tem pora l experience was also m u ltip le  in  nature.

Porous Calendars in the Anglo-American World

In  1752, tw o years p rio r to Barnard G ratz's departure from  

England, G reat B rita in  undertook the re fo rm  o f its  calendar from  the 

Ju lian  to  the G regorian style. The Ju lian  calendar, begun in  Rome in  

45 B.C.E., consisted o f a solar year o f three hundred six ty-five  and one 

quarte r days. The Gregorian calendar, in s titu ted  in  1582, was three 

hundred  s ix ty -five  days, five  hours, fo rty -e ig h t m inutes, and tw enty 

seconds in  length. The difference between the tw o calendars was 

experienced through a d r ift tha t g radua lly  separated natura l seasons 

fro m  m easured seasons.117 Religious differences influenced the 

ca lcu la tion  o f these styles and th e ir subsequent adoption or rejection. 

Pope G regory XHI, in  calculating the leng th  o f the year and rig h tin g  the 

then-m isaligned Julian calendar, attem pted to establish the correct date 

fo r the Easter ho liday w hile  m aking certa in tha t i t  w ou ld  no t coincide 

w ith  the Jewish ho liday o f Passover; G reat B rita in 's  adherence to the
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Ju lian calendar, despite its  flaw ed annual measurement, was based in  

tha t na tion 's divergence fro m  the Catholic fa ith .118

The eighteenth century's com m ercial expansion co incided w ith  

its  E nligh tenm ent in te rest in  accurate tim ekeeping, and the re lig ious 

m o tiva tion  to make the best use o f tim e; a calendar tha t d r ifte d  by 

s lig h tly  over eleven m inutes per year was, therefore, reason fo r 

change. Paul A lko n  argues tha t the practical aspects o f d a ily  life  were 

o f greater concern in  the B ritish  decision to adopt the G regorian 

calendar than were the differences between Protestantism  and 

C atholicism , sta ting tha t " In  England re lig ion  re in forced the quest fo r 

greater sc ien tific  precision w ith in  a tra d itio n a l fram ew ork o f tim e 

represented alike b y  the Julian and Gregorian calendars."119

M a rk S m ith agrees tha t adoption o f a un ified  calendar allow ed 

fo r bo th  re lig ious p lu ra lism  and local d ive rs ity  in  B ritis h  Am erica, 

w h ile  i t  assisted in  b u ild in g  the potentia l fo r fu tu re  n a tio n a l id e n tity . 

The tra d itio n a l fram ew ork allow ed fo r va rie ty  w ith in , w h ile  p ro v id in g  

the sim ultaneous experience necessary fo r fo rg ing  an im ag ined 

com m unity. For example, M arch was the firs t m onth  o f the  Julian 

calendar, b u t January 1, the Catholic Feast o f the C ircum cision, began 

the G regorian year. A  com mon fram ew ork allow ed fo r a h yb rid  

calendar, beginn ing w ith  January, bu t labe lling  i t  as the eleventh 

m o n th .120

E thn ic p lu ra lism  in  the Am erican colonies, to a grea te r extent 

than England's less diverse population, had necessitated the use o f 

m u ltip le  calendars p rio r to the o ffic ia l change in  1752. M u ltip le
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calendar use was especially com m on am ong m erchants, fo r w hom  

successful p a rtic ip a tio n  in  the com m ercial econom y depended on the 

tim e ly  exchange o f goods and the accurate ad m in is tra tion  o f debt and 

c re d it re lationships. The a b ility  displayed b y eighteenth-century 

Am ericans to fu n c tio n  com m ercia lly and socia lly w ith in  a system o f 

m u ltip le  tem poral constructs leads Sm ith to describe these calendars as 

"fu n c tio n a lly  po rous." N o t o n ly  d id  Am ericans concurren tly  em ploy 

b o th  the Julian and G regorian calendars, b u t also those o f Quakers, 

in d iv id u a l In d ia n  tribes, and, possibly, o f A frica n  peoples as w e ll.121

S m ith  and A lk o n  bo th  p o in t to a b road competence in  B ritish  

A m erica fo r fig u rin g  and understanding the language o f calendation. 

The A n g lica n  Book o f Common Prayer, as it  was published after 1752, 

instructed  the w orsh ipper to recalculate the new -style calendar to keep 

the A ng lican  ho ly  days a ligned w ith  the o ld  Ju lian calendar.122 The 

id e n tity  o f th is re lig ious group resided in  its  ow n s p iritu a l construction 

o f tim e. By m a in ta in ing  the h o ly  days as they had appeared on the 

Ju lian  calendar, tha t was, itse lf, a statem ent o f re lig ious separatism , 

A ng lica n  congregations bo th  expressed th e ir ow n s p iritu a l rh y th m  and 

re in fo rced  th e ir re lig ious d is tinc tion . Despite th is expression o f 

d ifference, congregants s till partic ipa ted in  a secular w o rld  attuned to 

the G regorian calendar and used that calendar as the basis o f th e ir ow n 

calcu la tions, behaviors tha t are s trik in g ly  s im ila r to those G ratz w o u ld  

d isp lay la te r in  the century.

A m erican d ive rs ity  in  the m idd le  o f the e ighteenth century 

presented the need fo r a cu ltu ra l competence in  m u ltip le  systems o f
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tim e, money, and language. The social pressure fo r standard iza tion  

w o u ld  eventua lly overpow er some expressions o f d ive rs ity , b u t 

th roug h  m ost o f the eighteenth century, th is  m u ltip le -system  

p lu ra lism  was s till strong ly pronounced. As independence le d  to 

federalism , there was little  desire to u n ify  the ca lendrica l system in  a 

m anner tha t w o u ld  quash loca l or reg ional id e n tity .123 Instead, un ity  

was achieved th ro u g h  the e vo lu tio n  o f a com m on fram ew ork.

The period 's almanacs express th is  p lu ra lis tic  ou tlook: they 

were loca l in  character, re flecting local tra d ition s  and choices, b u t also 

had as the ir basis the C hristian calendar. I t  was G regorian in  style, but, 

in  some locales, m ainta ined Julian-style ho lidays th roug h  the 1770s. 

W hen the H ebrew  calendar, w h ich  is addressed b y  ne ithe r A lkon 's  nor 

Sm ith's discussion, was added to the A m erican almanac, i t  was 

inserted as a separate en tity, its  holidays excluded fro m  the m onth ly 

calendar. As we saw in  the tension between ca lendrica l systems in  

G ratz's 1777 almanac, the Jewish construction o f tim e, b o th  as a 

qu an tita tive  measure and as re flection  o f cu ltu re , cou ld  n o t be u n ified  

w ith  the com m on, C hris tian  fram ew ork.124

W hile  fo rm in g  th is com m on fra m ew o rk , non-Jew ish, 

eighteenth-century Am ericans experienced the calendar in  a w ay 

s im ila r to the h is to rica l experience o f Jews; th e ir env ironm en t was one 

o f sim ultaneous o r porous tem poral constructs. The use o f a lte rnative 

calendars as expressions o f id e n tity  was a language o f competence 

easily understood by a ll Americans, w ho, th ro u g h  the end o f tha t 

century, live d  w ith  the consequences o f the B ritis h  calendar re form  o f
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1752. Yet, the vestiges o f porosity w o u ld  lessen and disappear fo r m ost 

Am ericans, even w h ile  Jews m a in ta ined th e ir m u ltip le -ca lendar 

competence.

Conclusions: Calendrical Porosity and Jewish Experience in America

The descrip tion  that M ark S m ith suggests fo r eighteenth-century 

calendars, nam ely, "fu nction a lly  porous," is a p tly  applied to the 

experience o f Jews in  early Am erica. I t  is a w ay o f understanding the ir 

sim ultaneous use o f tw o d is tinct ca lendrica l systems, b u t also a means 

o f in te rp re tin g  the simultaneous be longing to tw o cultures and tw o 

nations, one ancient and hopefu l fo r redem ption, and the other 

nascent and w a iting  to be defined. Jews, as an h is to rica lly  cohesive 

na tion , a lbe it in te rn a lly  diverse and non-geographical, could rem ain 

b o th  Jewish and Am erican w ith in  th is  porous tim e construct, w h ile  

A m erica  required fu rth e r standard ization to achieve nationhood. The 

eighteenth century seems to have been the pe riod  w ith in  w h ich  the 

tw o cu ltu ra l tim e constructs intersected and then diverged. 

E ighteenth-century calendars enable us to see th is phenomenon as i t  

was m anifest in  objects.

The Hebrew  calendar is its e lf dual; i t  bo th  reflects and reinforces 

Jewish s p iritu a l tim e, and is bo th  the instrum ent and the p roduct o f 

m u ltip le  calendar competence. I t  is a cu ltu ra l construct tha t enables 

in te rn a l cohesion and d iffe re n tia tio n  o f the Jewish com m unity fro m  

su rrou nd in g  cultures. A lthough  the 1777 almanac was b u t a flee ting
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m ateria l expression o f th is construct, i t  was the construct itse lf tha t 

enabled M ichae l G ratz to see h im se lf as sim ultaneously p a rt o f tw o 

cultures.

P orosity is not on ly descriptive o f the H ebrew  calendar's 

co inciden t use w ith  the G regorian calendar, b u t i t  is an inherent 

q u a lity  o f Jew ish s p iritu a l tim e itse lf. H is to rica l conjunctions tha t, 

th rough  the creation o f cu ltu ra l m em ories, characterize Jewish r itu a l 

are them selves a phenom enon o f p o ros ity , as h is to ry , m em ory, and 

fa ith  are sim ultaneously engaged. Past and present m erge in  the 

calendar and in  the m ind , and re lig io n  and na tionhood are 

inseparable. W hen M ichael G ratz entered the H ebrew  calendar in  h is 

pocket alm anac, he expressed his Jewishness no t on ly  th rough  the 

im p lie d  celebration o f his holidays, bu t, in  essence, by creating an object 

tha t was a m etaphor fo r him self.
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NOTES

1 The Holy Scriptures (N ew  Y ork; H ebrew  P ublishing Company, 1939), 
981.

2 B.C.E., "Before the Com m on E ra," is used in  Jewish scholarship in  
place o f B.C., "Before C h ris t," to  locate dates on the com m on calendar 
w ith o u t im p lic it acceptance o f the re lig ious founda tion  o f tha t 
calendar. F o r an analysis o f the psalm , see Joseph Telushkin , Biblical 
Literacy: The Most Important People, Events, and Ideas o f the Hebrew 
Bible (N ew  Y ork: W illia m  M o rro w  and Co., 1997), 340-342.

3 For a discussion o f the a rriva ls  o f Jews in  Am erica in  the seventeenth 
and eighteenth centuries, see Eh Faber, A  Time for Planting: The First 
Migration, 1654 - 1820 (B a ltim ore: The Johns H opkins U n ive rs ity  
Press, 1992), 4-26.

4 See Jonathan D. Sama, "In tro d u c tio n ," in  Jonathan D . Sama, ed., The 
American Jewish Experience (N ew  Y ork: Holm es &  M eier, 1986), x v i. 
Sarna suggests tha t the tension between assim ila tion and Jewish 
id e n tity  has been com pounded by the d u a l nature o f Judaism as bo th  
e th n ic ity  and re lig io n .
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5 M a te ria l cu ltu re  scholarship on th is  subject has been extremely- 
lim ite d . D iscussion o f Jew ish m a teria l life  has, fo r the m ost pa rt, been 
confined to m useum exh ib itions and th e ir catalogue essays. The scant 
su rv iva l o f eighteenth-century objects, com pounded by the paucity  o f 
docum ented r itu a l objects, has le ft scholars w ith o u t a w e ll defined, 
specifically Jewish, m ateria l record fo r th is period , as noted by E llen 
Sm ith ("P o rtra its  o f a C om m unity: The Image and Experience o f E arly 
A m erican Jews," in  Facing the New World: Jewish Portraits in 
Colonial and Federal America [N ew  Y ork: The Jew ish M useum , N ew  
Y ork  under the auspices o f The Jewish Theological Sem inary o f 
Am erica; M unich: Prestel-Verlag, 1997], 14) and N orm an L. K leeblatt 
and G erard C. W ertk in  ("Jew ish Fo lk A r t in  Am erica: T rad itio na l 
Forms and C u ltu ra l A d a p ta tio n " inThe Jewish Heritage in American 
Folk A rt  [N ew  York: U niverse Books; The Jewish M useum /N ew  Y ork 
under the auspices o f The Jew ish Theologica l Sem inary o f Am erica, 
1984], 24). G iven the paucity o f objects and scholarship on the subject, 
the "ass im ila tion  m odel" o f in te rp re ta tio n  is, ad m itte d ly , also lim ite d  
to a few  w orks. For examples o f th is approach, see K leeblatt and 
W e rtk in , w ho describe early Jewish settlers as too sm all a popu la tion  to 
m a in ta in  an e thn ic id e n tity  and, thus, assim ila ting  the m a jo rity  
cu ltu re  ("Jew ish Fo lk A rt,"  in  The Jewish Heritage in American Folk 
Art, 23). R ichard B rillia n t updates and expands the earlie r p o in t o f 
v iew , describing po rtra itu re  as evidence o f Jewish assim ila tion: the 
"absence o f ethnic p a rtic u la rity " in  the po rtra its  suggests to B rillia n t 
tha t Jews experienced a d ichotom y tha t was at once a p u b lic  em ulation 
o f the dom inant cu ltu re , and a p riva te  re lig ious life . The po rtra its , 
then, constituted a deliberate, representational strategy fo r aspiring 
Jews in  a w o rld  "in d iffe re n t o r hostile  to attem pts to p rocla im  ethnic 
d is tin c tio n ." ("P ortra its  as S ilent C laim ants: Jewish Class A spira tions 
and Representational Strategies in  C o lon ia l and Federal A m erica" in  
Facing the New World, 4). This thesis questions the above 
conclusions, and encourages bo th  the selection o f objects (as discussed 
below) that are more lik e ly  to be expressive o f the essence o f Jewish 
id e n tity , and the closer exam ination o f the d a ily  lives o f in d iv id u a l 
Jews in  the pe riod  fo r evidence o f cu ltu ra l a ffin ity .
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6 E lle n  S m ith , in  "P ortra its  o f a C om m un ity /'show s tha t, w h ile  
p o rtra its  m irro r broader A ng lo -A m erican  a rtis tic  conventions o f the 
period , they em body on ly a sm all p a rt o f the to ta l representation o f 
Jewish id e n tity . Sm ith uses objects and re la ted behaviors to show  tha t 
Jewish id e n tity  and re lig ious expression were h a rd ly  h idden  w ith in  the 
p riva te  sphere, b u t were, instead, com plex adaptations o f dom inant 
cu ltu ra l form s to Jewish life , and o f Jewish practice and b e lie f to the 
new  environm ent. N am ing pa tte rns, r itu a l objects made fro m  
o rd ina ry  objects, and declarations o f Judaism  in  p u b lic  docum ents and 
oaths, can be classified as boundary objects, discussed below  and in  n. 8.

7 For im p lie d  re lationships and objects as an in te rp re tive  fram ew ork, 
see Robert B la ir St. George, Conversing by Signs: Poetics of 
Implication in Colonial New England Culture (Chapel H ill: The 
U n ive rs ity  o f N o rth  C arolina Press, 1998), 2-13.

8 Susan Le igh Star and James R. Griesemer, "In s titu tio n a l Ecology, 
Translations and Boundary Objects: Am ateurs and Professionals in  
Berkeley’s M usuem  o f Vertebrate Zoology, 1907-39," Social Studies of  
Science, 19, no. 3 (August 1989): 387-420, p a rticu la rly  393.

91 am g ra te fu l to E llen S m ith fo r b o th  th is observation and the 
eloquent w o rd in g  o f this sentence.

10 Paul A lk o n  discusses the calendar as a measure o f the effect o f 
e ighteenth-century science on c u ltu ra l values in  "C hanging the 
Calendar," Eighteenth Century Life, n.s., 7, no. 2 (January 1982): 1-18.

11 D anie l Defoe, Robinson Crusoe (N ew  York: Barnes &  N oble Books, 
1996), 46. Defoe's fic tio n  and p o litica l w ritin g  p rov ide  ins igh t in to  the 
E nglish w o rld  on the b rin k  o f the E nligh tenm ent. The tensions 
between re lig io n  and social o rder, and fa ith  and reason in  his w o rk  
make it  p a rticu la rly  applicable to discussions o f the cu ltu ra l m ilie u  o f 
the eighteenth century. The use o f Robinson Crusoe to illu s tra te  a 
discussion o f sp iritu a l calendars also appears in  E via tar Zerubavel, 
Hidden Rhythms: Schedules and Calendars in Social Life (Chicago: 
U n ive rs ity  o f Chicago Press, 1981), 17-18. A lso, Paul A lko n  discusses 
Crusoe as an example o f the eighteenth-century anxiety o f squaring 
oneself w ith  tim e ("C hanging the Calendar," 5).

u Zerubavel, 101,180 nn. 1, 2.
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13 Zerubavel, 73,176 n. 13. C learly, Jews v ie w  the Torah, the basis o f 
th e ir laws and h is to ry , as m ost im po rtan t. The cla im  represented here 
is th a t the ca lendars pe rpe tua tion  o f Jewish re lig ious life  has made 
possible the continued study and celebration o f die Torah.

14 For porosity, see M a rk  M . Sm ith, "C u ltu re , Commerce, and Calendar 
R eform  in  C o lon ia l A m erica ," William and M ary Quarterly, 3d ser., 55, 
no. 4 (October 1998). S m ith  applies the term  "fu n c tio n a lly  po rous" to 
the Ju lian  and G regorian calendars tha t were bo th  in  use in  the 
A m erican colonies a t the tim e  o f the o ffic ia l change to the G regorian 
calendar in  1752. H is  discussion o f tem poral p lu ra lity  does n o t address 
the Jewish calendar. M y thanks to Lisa P orter fo r b rin g in g  th is 
im p o rta n t a rtic le  to  m y a tten tion . For simultaneity, see Benedict 
A nderson, Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and 
Spread of Nationalism, rev. ed. (N ew  York: Verso, 1991), 24-26. The 
discussion in  th is thesis uses simultaneity to describe the pa rtic ip a tio n  
o f one group in  tw o  behaviors a t the same tim e. A nderson uses 
medieval simultaneity  as d istingu ished fro m  his modern simultaneity  
to d iffe ren tia te  the archaic, sim ultaneous engagement in  past and 
present by a single group fro m  the m odem , sim ultaneous enactm ent 
o f a sole behavior by  tw o disparate groups. For an anthropo logica l 
approach to sim ultaneous calendars and cu ltu ra l id e n tity , see C liffo rd  
Geertz, "Person, T im e, and C onduct in  B a li," Chapter 14 inThe 
Interpretation of Cultures (N ew  York: Basic Books, Inc., Publishers, 
1973), 360-411.
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13 Some m ateria l cu ltu re  scholars assign to the term  competence a 
specific,, theoretical m eaning as the a b ility  to create w ith in  sets o f 
know n rules; i t  is o ften  pa ired  w ith  performance, o r the observable 
p rodu ct o f competence. The discussion in  this thesis depends, instead, 
on the standard, d ic tio na ry  d e fin itio n  o f competence, the q u a lity  o f 
being capable, o r sk ill. The competence I  suggest is one o f 
consum ption o r the a b ility  to com prehend o r use an object, and is no t 
necessarily lin ke d  to the p rodu ction  im p lie d  by the theore tica l 
d e fin itio n , a lthough c lea rly  the tw o are a llied , p a rticu la rly  in  the case 
o f Gratz, who does perform  in  the annotation o f his almanac. Objects 
like  almanacs, fo r the sake o f th is discussion, are artifacts o f the m enta l 
process necessary fo r the ir appropria te use. For a discussion o f 
perform ance in  m ateria l cu ltu re  scholarship, see John P. M cC arthy, 
"M a te ria l C u ltu re  and the Perform ance o f Sociocultura l Id e n tity : 
C om m unity, E thn ic ity , and Agency in  the B uria l Practices a t the F irst 
A frica n  B aptist C hurch Cemeteries, Philadelphia, 1810 -41," in  
American Material Culture: The Shape of the Field, ed ited by A nn  
Sm art M a rtin  and J. R itchie G arrison (K noxville : D is trib u te d  by the 
U n ive rs ity  o f Tennessee Press fo r The H enry Francis d u  Pont 
W in te rth u r M useum , 1997), 359-381.

16 Benedict Anderson sees in  the pe riod  o f "p rin t-ca p ita lism " a 
standardization o f language and "u n ifie d  fie lds o f exchange" tha t are 
the "b lu e p rin t fo r na tiona lism " {Imagined Communities, 44-45).

17 B arnard G ratz, Philadelphia , to Solom on E tting , B altim ore, 4 
February 1795, Am erican Jewish H is to rica l Society, P-8, G ratz Fam ily, 
Box 1 (hereafter d ted  as AJHS).
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18 By C olon ia l standards, these popula tions were sizeable and stable. 
Philadelphia 's Jewish p o p u la tio n  m ay have num bered about three 
hundred at the tim e o f the R evo lu tion , a lthough  the p o p u la tio n  was 
flu id . The to ta l popu la tion  o f P h ilade lph ia  a t the tim e can o n ly  be 
estim ated; i t  is estim ated to have g row n fro m  about 14,500 in  1750 to 
about 43,500 by the tim e o f the firs t census in  1790 [see M ary M cK inney 
Schweitzer, "The Economy o f P h ilade lph ia  and Its  H in te rla n d ," in  
Catherine E. H utchins, ed., Shaping a National Culture: The 
Philadelphia Experience, 1750 -  1800 (W in te rth u r, D el.: The H en ry  
Francis d u  Pont W in te rthu r M useum , Inc., 1994), 106]. Estimates o f the 
to ta l A m erican Jewish p o p u la tio n  in  1775 va ry  fro m  about 1000 to 
about 2500. For the low er estim ate, see Jacob Rader Marcus, To Count a 
People: American Jewish Population Data, 1585 - 1984 (Lanham , M d.: 
U n ive rs ity  Press o f Am erica, 1990). Lancaster's popu la tion  varied, w ith  
several resident fam ilies, anchored by the S im on fa m ily , and pa rt-tim e  
residents fro m  surround ing areas in c lu d in g  Philadelphia , p a rticu la rly  
d u rin g  the B ritish  occupation o f P h ilade lph ia  fro m  N ovem ber 1777 to 
M ay 1778. For in fo rm a tion  on  Lancaster's Jews and the higher 
popu la tion  estimate above, see D a v id  Brener, The Jews of Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania: A Story with Two Beginnings (Lancaster: Congregation 
Shaari Shom ayim , Lancaster, Pa., in  association w ith  The Lancaster 
C ounty H is to rica l Society, 1979). For the a rriv a l o f Solom on and 
Rachel G ratz E ttin g  in  B a ltim ore , see Solom on E tting , B altim ore, to 
Barnard G ratz, Philadelpia, 9 N ovem ber 1791, A m erican P hilosophical 
Society L ib ra ry, Gratz Fam ily Papers, Box 22.11 (hereafter cited as APSL).

19 Eric L. G oldstein,Traders and Transports: The Jews of Colonial 
Maryland  (Baltim ore: The Jew ish H is to rica l Society o f M aryland, 1993), 
49-57.

20 The tw o almanacs are in  the collections o f the Rosenbach M useum  &  
L ibrary, Philadelphia. Poor W ill 's  Pocket Almanack, calculated by 
W illia m  Andrew s, was pub lished by Joseph C rukshank between 1770 
and 1786, according to Early American Almanacs: The Phelps 
Collection 1679-1900, in tro d u c tio n  by M a rion  Barber S towell, D av id  L. 
O 'N eal A n tiqu a ria n  Booksellers, Sale Catalogue #25,1979.

21 Barnard G ratz began w o rk in g  in  P hiladelphia on 1 February 1754. For 
a com pila tion  o f docum entary evidence on the Gratzes' business lives, 
see W illia m  V incen t Byars, B. and M . Gratz: Merchants in 
Philadelphia, 1754 - 1798 (Jefferson C ity , M o.: The H ugh  Stephens 
P rin ting Co., 1916).
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“ For praise o f the 1753 repeal in  a contem porary E ng lish  almanac, see 
Bernard Capp, English Almanacs, 1500-1800: Astrology &  the Popular 
Press (Ithaca: C orne ll U n ive rs ity  Press, 1979), 260.

23 Zebi H irsch  bar Moses, London, to B arnard G ratz, Philadelphia, 4 
M arch 1763, AJHS, P-8, G ratz Fam ily, Box 1 (in  Y id d is h  w ith  
tra n s la tio n ; tra ns la to r unknow n).

24 Jacob Rader Marcus, The Colonial American few, 14:92-1776 (D etroit: 
W ayne State U n ive rs ity  Press, 1970), 2:768 £f.

23 M arcus, The Colonial American few, 3:1336.

26 S im on a rrived  in  Lancaster by  about 1740; fo r a h is to ry  o f the 
Lancaster Jewish com m unity, see Brener, The fews o f Lancaster.

27 Tw o o f S im on's T o rah  scrolls are in  the co lle c tio n  o f C ongregation 
M ikve h  Israe l in  P h ilade lph ia , as is the m in ia tu re  A rk . The lin te l o f 
the A rk  fro m  S im on's home is in  the co lle c tio n  o f the A m erican 
Jew ish H is to rica l S ocie ty , W altham , Mass., and N e w  Y ork, N .Y . See 
Figures 3 and 4 fo r descriptions o f the A rks.

28 M e ir ben Joseph to M ichael G ratz,Erev Rosh Hashana, 5524 (1763), 
AJHS, P-8, G ratz Fam ily, Box 1 (in  H ebrew  and Y idd ish , w ith  
tra n s la tio n ; tra ns la to r unknow n).

29 E d w in  W o lf 2nd, "Torah, Trade, and K in sh ip ," in  C atherine E. 
H utch ins, ed., Shaping a National Culture: The Philadelphia 
Experience, 1750 - 1800 (W in te rthu r, Del.: The H e n ry  Francis d u  Pont 
W in te rth u r M useum , Inc., 1994), 171.

30 E arly  A m erican Jew ish com m unities tended to fo llo w  a pa tte rn  in  
the developm ent o f th e ir congregations be g inn ing  w ith  the purchase 
o f land  fo r Jewish bu ria ls . Joseph S im on con stitu te d  h is ow n 
com m un ity fo r some tim e and seems to have fo llo w e d  the standard 
pa tte rn  despite the lack o f other local congregants.

31 For Lancaster's sa te llite  com m unities and th e ir ea rly  Jewish 
inhab itants, see Brener, 1-6.
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32 S im on's w ife , Rosa Bunn, was a native o f N e w  Y o rk  C ity . N ew  Y ork 
s ilve rsm ith  M ye r M yers m a rried  one o f S im on's daughters, m aking 
h im  Barnard G ratz's b ro the r-in -law ; a cousin o f Barnard G ratz's w ife 
Richea m arried  Gershom  Seixas o f N ew  York. B oth M yers and Seixas 
w o u ld  p la y  im p o rta n t roles in  the fo rm a tion  o f the P h iladelph ia  
Jewish com m unity. O n the ties o f k insh ip  th a t secured the success o f 
business and the c o n tin u ity  o f fa ith  among e ighteenth-century Jewish 
fam ilies, see E dw in  W o lf 2nd, "Torah, Trade, and K insh ip ," 176; also, 
fo r extensive genealogical in fo rm a tion , see M a lco lm  H . Stem, First 
American Jewish Families: 600 Genealogies, 1654-1988 (Baltim ore: 
O ttenheim er Publishers, 1978. T h ird  ed ition, updated and revised, 
1991).

33 Barnard Gratz, Philadelphia, to H ayim  Gratz, Silesia, 28 Iya r 5515 (9 
M ay 1755), sum m arized in  M . A rth u r Oles, "Y id d ish  Letters and 
Docum ents in  the H en ry Joseph C o llection ," (A m erican Jewish 
Archives, #SC-4234, photocopied paper), 42 (hereafter cited as AJA); 
G ratz says he has heard tha t M ichael had le ft fo r the East Indies. A lso, 
W illia m  V incent Byars states tha t the exact dates o f the voyage are 
unknow n, b u t correspondence places his re tu rn  to London no la te r 
than N ovem ber 1758 (Byars, 12). I t  is unclear fro m  this evidence 
w hether there were tw o trip s  to the East d u rin g  th is period  o r on ly  one.

M H ayim  G ratzer, Tw orog, to M ichael Gratz, London, 21 Shevat 5519 (18 
February 1759), AJHS, G ratz Fam ily, P-8, Box #1 (in  Y iddish, w ith  
trans la tion ; trans la to r unknow n); Barnard G ratz, Philadelphia, to 
Solom on H enry, London, 20 N ovem ber 1758, H is to rica l Society o f 
Pennsylvania, E tting  C o llection  (hereafter c ited  as HSP), also quoted in  
Byars, 37.

35 M ichael G ratz to H ym an and Jonathan Gratz, 1759, AJHS, P-8, Gratz 
Fam ily, Box 1 (transla ted fro m  Y idd ish ; trans la to r unknow n).

36 A dvertisem ent, Pennsylvania Gazette, 2 A ugust 1759, quoted in  
Byars, 44.

37 Barnard G ratz, P hiladelphia , to M ichael G ratz, N ew  York, 28 June 
1759, AJA, H enry Joseph C ollection  o f Gratz Papers (in  Y iddish, no 
transla tion), sum m arized in  Oles, 31.
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38 For the developm ent and im p lem en ta tion  o f speculative trade 
(called "p riv ile g e " fo r cargo space granted to seamen w ith  status, and 
"ven tu re " o r "adventure" fo r space rented to average seamen) in  
eighteenth-century shipping, see M arcus Rediker, Between the Devil 
and the Deep Blue Sea: Merchant Seamen, Pirates, and the Anglo- 
Atnerican Maritime World, 1700-1750 (New York: Cambridge 
U n iversity Press, 1995), 130-133.

3- M .M . Hays, N ew  York, to M ichael G ratz, 20 A p ril 1768, APSL, #72, 
Gratz Fam ily Papers.

40 M M . Hays, N ew  York, to M ichael G ratz, 12 January 1769, APSL, #72, 
Gratz Fam ily Papers.

41 M .M . Hays, N ew  York, to M ichael G ratz, 19 A p ril 1769, APSL, #72, 
Gratz Fam ily Papers.

42 Byars, 14.

43 For fa m ily  connections and trade, see W olf, 'T o ra h , Trade, and 
K insh ip ." The Jewish presence in  the Caribbean dated to the firs t h a lf 
o f the seventeenth century in  Recife (B razil), D u tch  G uiana/Surinam , 
and Curasao; and in  Jamaica and the B ritish  W est Indies by m id 
century. For an account o f the peop ling  o f the N ew  W orld  by Jewish 
settlers, see Faber, 4-26. Elias and Isaac Rodriguez M iranda, Curasao, to 
M ichael G ratz, Philadelphia, 9 January 1766 (L ib ra ry Company, 
M cA llis te r Collection), quoted in  Byars, 78-79. The Gratzes' Caribbean 
trade appears to have predated the beginning o f the brothers' 
partnership, w h ich  began tw o years after this le tte r. See Byars, 76-77 fo r 
business concerns in  Caribbean.

44 Joseph Simon, Lancaster, to M ichael G ratz, Philadelphia, 6 June 1769, 
APSL, #72, G ratz Fam ily Papers, Box 22.11.

45 Those w ho traveled in  this pe riod  inc luded men tra ined  in  r itu a l 
slaughter (shochet), circum cision (mo he I), and re lig ious ritu a l (often 
called by the Protestant term  "R everend," as the tide  "R abbi" meaning 
teacher, was reserved fo r a re lig ious scholar w ith  European tra in ing , 
none o f w hom  resided in  A m erica a t th is tim e).
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46 Shearith Israel dedicated its  synagogue in  1730, b u t was established as 
a com m unity as early as 1654. The early A m erican Jewish 
com m unities have several fo u n d a tio n  dates, in c lu d in g  the purchase o f 
a cemetery, b u ild ing  o f a m i kvah  (r itu a l bath), fo rm a l establishm ent o f 
the com m unity, and b u ild in g  o f a synagogue, no t always in  th a t order.

47 M anue l Myers, N ew  York, to M ichael G ratz, P h ilade lph ia , 19 June 
1769, AJHS, P-8, G ratz Fam ily, Box 1.

48 Isaac Mendes Seixas, N ew  York, to Joseph Symons [sic], Lancaster, 20 
June 1769, AJHS, Gratz Fam ily Papers, quoted in  Proceedings of the 
American Jezoish Historical Society,2 7  (1920), 170-171. Isaac Seixas's 
le tte r, i f  w ritte n  in  N ew  Y ork on the date ind icated, brings the standard 
w edd ing  date fo r M ichael and M iriam  G ratz in to  question, unless the 
w edd ing date itse lf was used on the le tte r as a fo rm a lity  o f 
congra tu la tion. The note o f perm ission fro m  M anue l M yers, how ever 
(see preceding note), is dated on ly  one day earlier and was also sent 
w ith  the younger Seixas, whose jou rney m ust have taken m ore than a 
single day.

49 Works of Benjamin Franklin, edited by Jared Sparks (Boston, 1844), 
3:69-77, quoted in  Byars, A ppend ix II, 335-339.

50 E d w in  W o lf 2d and M a xw e ll W hitem an, The History of the Jews of 
Philadelphia from Colonial Tunes to the Age of Jackson, 2ded. 
(Philadelphia: The Jewish P ub lica tion  Society o f Am erica, 1975), 83; 
Byars, 22 et passim.

31 Barnard Gratz, Philadelphia, to M ichael G ratz, 7 July 1778, APSL, #72, 
G ratz Fam ily Papers, Box 22.11.

52 Journal of the Council of Censors (Philadelphia, 1783), 20, quoted in  
W o lf and W hitem an, 148. A fte r the R evo lu tion , Jews cam paigned fo r 
changes to state regulations tha t C hris tian  oaths be taken as a 
prerequisite fo r pub lic  service.

53 B enjam in Rush, Commonplace Book, MS 77, L ib ra ry  Com pany o f 
P h ilade lph ia , quoted in  W o lf and W hitem an, 97, 408 n. 117.
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54 Jonathan. Sarna, "The Im p act o f the A m erican  R evo lu tion  on 
A m erican Jew s/' in  Jonathan D . Sama, ed., The American Jewish 
Experience (N ew  York: Holm es &  M eier, 1986), 24. N ew  Ham pshire 
was the last state to e lim inate the requirem ent o f P rotestant oaths fo r 
p u b lic  service. A lthou gh  the F irs t A m endm ent protects the exercise o f 
re lig ious  freedom  on the federa l leve l, i t  was n o t u n til the ra tifica tio n  
o f the Fourteenth A m endm ent tha t in d iv id u a l states were restricted 
fro m  ab ridg ing  citizenship righ ts .

55 Anderson, 24-26.

56 Anderson, 35.

57 For a discussion o f early A m erican lite racy, pub lish ing , and re lig ious 
fa ith , see D avid  D. H a ll, Worlds of Wonder, Days of Judgment:
Popular Religious Belief in Early New England (N ew  York: A lfred  A . 
K nop f, 1989), 21-70. A lth o u g h  his discussion addresses N ew  England 
in  the seventeenth century, H a ll illum ina tes  issues o f p rin tin g  and 
a u tho rity , class, and fa ith .

53 D a v id  W aldstreicher, "R ites o f Rebellion, Rites o f Assent: 
Celebrations, P rin t C u ltu re , and the O rig ins o f A m erican 
N a tio n a lism ," The Journal of American History , 82 (June 1995), 57.

59 For the early h is to ry o f the almanac, see Capp, 25ff; fo r the h istory o f 
the A m erican almanac, in c lu d in g  the in tro d u c tio n  o f the pocket 
almanac, see M a rion  Barber S tow ell, Early American Almanacs: The 
Colonial Weekday Bible (N ew  Y ork: B u rt F rank lin  &  Co., Inc., 1977).

60 For the date o f the release o f the next year's almanacs, see Capp, 59.

61 S tow ell, Early American Almanacs, 14.

62 A n o th e r exam ple o f Poor W ill's  Pocket Almanack for the Year 1777 is 
in  the rare books co llection  o f The H en ry Francis duP ont W in te rthu r 
M useum , RBR AY53 P54p 1777. I t  was owned and annotated by 
B uckridge Sims (see n. 66 below ).

63 Moses M ichael Hays, N ew  Y ork, to M ichael G ratz, Philadelphia, 15 
Ju ly 1768, APSL, #72, G ratz Fam ily Papers.
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64 For the scarcity o f paper, see Stowell, Early American Almanacs, 65. 
A lth o u g h  the issue o f su rv iva l o f pocket almanacs m ay render this 
in fo rm a tio n  inconclusive , the num ber o f pocket almanacs know n to 
have been produced in  P h iladelph ia  in  the 1770s dropped fro m  eight 
(1770) to a lo w  o f three (1774) and fo u r (1775-1778), and rose again to six 
(1779,1780), according to  M ilto n  Drake, Almanacs o f the U n ited  States, 
2 vols. (New Y ork: Scarecrow Press, 1962). S tow ell's discussion 
confirm s a shortage o f paper, b u t i t  is not certa in tha t th is shortage was 
the sole cause o f the d rop  in  p rodu ction  o f almanacs.

65 I t  is possible tha t G ratz copied the calendar fro m  another source, like  
a European calendar, b u t the discussion tha t fo llow s suggests tha t the 
calculations were m ade fo r (or changed to accommodate) the local 
geographic area. A d d itio n a lly , the le tte r Barnard G ratz sent to 
Solomon E tting  and the discussion o f the Gratzes' education (below) 
suggest that members o f this fa m ily  were able to calculate the calendar. 
Together, these circumstances suggest that G ratz m ay w e ll have 
calculated his ow n calendar. Even i f  th is assum ption proves to be 
incorrect, G ratz has, a t the very least, made choices in  the m ateria l he 
has entered in  the almanac tha t re flec t his re la tionsh ip  to the Hebrew 
calendar and, thereby, to his sense o f Jewish id e n tity .

66 Barnard G ratz advertised the opening o f his business "a t his store in  
W ater Street, opposite M r. Buckridge Sims's, near the Queen's Head," 
in  the Pennsylvania Gazette, 2 A ugust 1759, quoted in  Byars, 44.

07 For examples o f European Jewish calendars, see the Collections o f the 
Jewish Theological Sem inary: D a v id  N ieto , Repertorio delos Ros- 
hodes, fiestas, y ayunos que se celebraran annualmente en Ysrael, desde 
el ano 5478 hasta el 5560, que corresponden a la epoca vulgar desde el 
1718 hasta el 1800 (Londres, 5478 [1718]);...Shenat 1769 ... 1702 le-horban 
bayit sheni... Ita ly , 1769 (m ic ro film  reel 3:237); Shenat hameshet alafim  
540 l i -v e r i 'a t ' olam. 11 le-mahzor katan ... Venice : S tam paria 
Bragadina Con licenza de Superiori, 540 [i.e. 1779 o r 1780] (m icro film  
reel 3:289); "C alendario fa d l y  curioso : de las tablas lunare calculadas 
con las tablas solares, in d u s tria  nueva de Selom oh de O live ra " in  
Seder parashiyot ve-haftarot kol ha-shanah Quinque libri Mosis, ha- 
magihah, Shemu'el Rodrigez Mendez, Am sterdam , 5486 [1725 or 1726].
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68 "D iaspora," as I  use i t  in  th is  thesis, refers to the lite ra l scattering o f 
the Jewish people, w h ich  had been the state o f th e ir existence since 
a n tiqu ity . I t  is n o t in tended to connote a post-H olocaust o r Z ion is t 
sense o f the desire to  recreate a Jew ish hom eland. The long ing  
associated w ith  the D iaspora co n d itio n  is em bedded in  Jewish litu rg y  
and in  the Jewish calendar. For G ratz, the act o f en tering  certa in 
ho lidays in  his alm anac w o u ld  have en ta iled  a de facto re cogn ition  o f 
tha t state o f long ing , even w h ile  he took no d e fin itiv e  action  to resolve 
it.

69 For example, M arcus, The Colonial American Jew, 2:956.

70 Evidence fo r the creation and m aintenance o f the H ebrew  calendar is 
m ore p le n tifu l fo r a n tiq u ity  than fo r the tim e since. For a discussion of 
the calendar in  ancient cu ltu re , see Shem aryahu Ta lm on, King, Cult 
and Calendar in Ancient Israel: Collected Studies (Jerusalem: The 
Magnes Press, The H ebrew  U n ive rs ity , 1986).

71 G ratz does no t m ark the Erev Rosh Chodesh w hen the N ew  M oon is 
shared b y tw o m onths (see next paragraph in  the te x t fo r explanation o f 
shared N ew  M oon). A u g u st is the on ly  m on th  w ith o u t a shared New 
M oon tha t does no t also lis t an Erev Rosh Chodesh. The firs t en try fo r 
August has been corrected b y  G ratz fro m  "A u g t. 1st" to "A u g t. 2d ," a 
change tha t may ind ica te  some confusion on these dates w h ich  may 
then have led to the om ission.

72 Capp, 132-134. For a discussion o f the tension between the "occu lt 
re lig ious" use o f astronom y in  early almanacs and its  e ighteenth- 
century vestiges, see Jon B u tle r, Awash in a Sea of Faith:
Christianizing the American People (Cam bridge: H a rva rd  U n ive rs ity  
Press, 1990), 80ff. D avid  D . H a ll also discusses th is  tension in  Worlds of 
Wonder (th roughout), b u t w ith  specific a tten tio n  to the p rin te d  w ord.

73 The ita lic ized  w ords are the names o f the H ebrew  m onths. Adar  I  
and Adar I I  are explained in  the fo llo w in g  paragraph addressing leap 
years. There should  be s im ila r no tations in  the m onths o f Cheshvan 
and Tevet, bu t the b lank pages on w h ich  they w o u ld  have appeared are 
m issing o r are w ith o u t calendar annotations, as discussed la te r in  the 
text.
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74 B arnard Gratz, Philadelphia, to M ichael G ratz, Lancaster, 19 A p ril 
1780, APSL #72, G ratz Fam ily Papers. The ita lics o f Pesach are m ine. 
The o rig in a l sentence reads, "Y ou  N ever M en tion  i f  you  have Rec'd.
the bag Sug[a]r Loaf Sug[a]r I  Sent you  before n o © ." See below  and n. 75 
fo r a discussion o f Hebrew h o lid a y  names em bedded in  E nglish text.

75 For example: Barnard Gratz, B altim ore, to M ichael G ratz, 
P h ilade lph ia , 9 A p r il 1779 and B arnard G ratz, Baltim ore, to M ichael 
G ratz, Philadelphia, 9 A p ril 1794, APSL #72, G ratz Fam ily Papers.

76 8 A p r il 1786 en try in  "Excerpts fro m  the Day-Books o f D avid  Evans," 
Pennsylvania Magazine 27 (1903): 49-55. Evans's day-books cover 1774- 
1811. Elis shop was located on C herry A lle y  u n til 1791, the same street 
w here the Jews o f Philadelphia had rented rooms as a tem porary place 
o f p rayer in  1771 (see page 40). A n  en try  dated 29 Novem ber 1776, 
s ta ting , "M aking  Benches fo r the Jew Synagogue," probably refers to  the 
same rented C herry A lley  fa c ility , as plans fo r a perm anent loca tion  
had n o t ye t been made. M atzoh boards were fla t surfaces on w h ich  
dough fo r the unleavened bread, requ ired  fo r the Passover seder and 
consum ed throughout the ho liday, cou ld  be ro lle d  and cut fo r baking.
A  s u rv iv in g , e ighteenth-century exam ple, be long ing to the Touro 
Synagogue in  N ew port, R. I., was exh ib ited  in  "R e lig ion  and the 
Found ing  o f the Am erican R epublic," at the L ib ra ry  o f Congress in  
1998. As o f the date o f this thesis, an image may be view ed at
h ttp : /  /  lcw eb.loc.gov/exh ib its/ re lig io n / vc007013.jpg.

77 Leviticus 23:15-17.

73 The pe riod  o f the counting o f the omer, in  its  suspension o f festive 
a c tiv itie s , is s im ila r to a pe riod  o f m ourn ing ; Lag B 'Omer, o r the th ir ty - 
th ird  day o f the om er-counting, is a one-day break fro m  m ourn ing. 
N e ith e r behavior is clearly lin ke d  to a specific o rig in . For discussion, 
see W ayne Dosick, Living Judaism: The Complete Guide to Jewish 
Belief, Tradition, and Practice (N ew  Y ork: H arperC o llins Publishers, 
Inc., 1995), 174-175, and Abraham  P. B loch, The Biblical and Historical 
Background of the Jewish Holy Days (N ew  York: K ta v  P ublish ing 
House, Inc., 1978), 177-178.
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79 For the Gratzes' w edding date see Byars, 14. For w edding date 
selection, see, fo r example, Robert Cohen, Jewish Demography in the 
Eighteenth Century: A  Study of London, the West Indies, and Early 
America (Ph.D. diss., Brandeis U n ivers ity , 1976). Cohen fin d s  tha t 
Am erican Jews m a rry ing  d u rin g  the years p rio r to the fo rm a l 
in s titu tio n  o f synagogues were m ore lik e ly  to m arry w ith in  the 
fo rb idden  pe riod  o f the counting o f the omer than those w ho m arried  
under the auspices o f an established re lig ious in s titu tio n , ye t m ost s till 
adhered to the tra d itio n a l restric tion . The Gratz w edding date, like  that 
o f the m a jo rity  o f o ther Jews o f the period, fa lls  w ith in  an approved 
pe riod  in  the calendar.

80 N ew  Y ork C ity 's  Shearith Israel, the oldest Jewish congregation in  
Am erica (established in  1654), also owns an eighteenth-century om er- 
counter, and also lacks docum entation ind ica ting  its  provenance and 
date o f acquisition.

81 Yosef H ayim  Yerushalm i, Zachor: Jewish History and Jewish 
Memory  (Seattle: U n ive rs ity  o f W ashington Press, 1982), 40.

82 The b ib lica l in ju n c tio n  to rem em ber w hen you, yourse lf, came ou t o f 
Egypt (Deut. 16:3) creates the past in  the present fo r the observant Jew.

83 The no tion  o f tem pora l d is ru p tio n  as a de fin in g  elem ent o f re lig ious 
experience is addressed in  Zerbavel, 110 ff. H is discussion includes 
reference to other theorists in c lu d in g  M ircea E liade, Em ile D urkhe im , 
and C laude Levi-Strauss, a ll o f w hom  address the re la tionsh ip  between 
the organ ization o f tim e and the sacred.

84 See Yerushalm i, Zachor; the concept o f m em ory, o r zachor, as Jewish 
h isto riog raphy is the thesis o f his w ork.

85 For the rabbin ic da ting  o f the end o f the Bar Kochba R ebellion against 
Rome, see Block, 173-174.

86 The in te rp re tive  value o f the names o f the early congregations has 
been recognized previously. For example, see Faber, 58. Faber, 
however, suggests th a t Shearith Israel, "the  rem nant o f Is rae l," was an 
in d ica tio n  o f precariousness ra the r than a sim ple id e n tific a tio n  w ith  
the status o f exile.
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871 thank Rabbi A lb e rt E. Gabbai o f C ongregation M ikveh Israel, 
P h iladelphia , fo r discussing this h o lid a y  w ith  me. A lso, see B loch, 215- 
219; and H ayyim  Schauss, The Jewish Festivals from their Beginnings 
to our Own Day, trans. Samuel Jaffe (C inc inna ti: U n ion  o f A m erican 
H ebrew  Congregations, 1938), 277-278.

88 A lso m issing is the en try  fo r Sukkot, the fa ll harvest ho liday tha t 
commemorates the sustenance received d u rin g  the fo rty  years o f 
w andering in  the desert after the Exodus.

89 Barnard Gratz, Philadelphia, to M ichael G ratz, N ew  York, 20 
September 1768, APSL, #72, Gratz Fam ily  Papers; M ichael Gratz, 
P hiladelphia , to Moses Seixas, 3 N ovem ber 1769, AJA #365, M ichael 
G ratz Copy Book; Levy A ndrew  Levy, Lancaster, to M ichael G ratz, 
Philadelphia, 8 September 1771, APSL, #72, G ratz Fam ily Papers; 
Barnard Gratz, Fredricksberg, to M ichael G ratz, Philadelphia, 7 
September 1784, APSL, #72, Gratz Fam ily  Papers; Barnard Gratz, 
B altim ore, to M ichael Gratz, Philadelphia , 29 A ugust 1793, APSL, #72, 
G ratz Fam ily Papers.

90 C ollections o f the Rosenbach M useum  &  L ib ra ry, A778po.

91 For fu rth e r discussion o f the Gratzes' com plex land m atters, see the 
E tting  and Gratz-Croghan M anuscripts in  the collections o f the 
H is to rica l Society o f Pennsylvania, P h ilade lph ia , as w e ll as in d iv id u a l 
docum ents located in  other archives (over tw en ty  in  num ber, m any o f 
w h ich  are lis ted  in  the b ib liography o f th is thesis) in  G ratz fa m ily  
papers. For details on the Gratzes' business m atters, see W illia m  
V incen t Byars, B. and M . Gratz: Merchants in Philadelphia, 1754-1798 
(Jefferson C ity , MO: The H ugh Stephens P rin tin g  Co., 1916), 
p a rticu la rly  24-25, and the Byars notebooks (contain ing some 
unpub lished research) at the Rosenbach M useum  &  L ib ra ry , 
P h ilade lph ia ; E dw in  W o lf 2nd and M a xw e ll W hitem an, The History of 
the Jews of Philadelphia from Colonial Times to the Age of Jackson 
(Philadelphia: The Jewish P ublication Society o f Am erica, 1957), 
p a rticu la rly  Chapter 4; Sidney M . Fish, Barnard and Michael Gratz:
Their Lives and Times, foreward by Jacob R. Marcus (Lanham, M d.: 
U n ive rs ity  Press o f Am erica, Inc., 1994); and D avid  Brener, The Jews of  
Lancaster, Pennsylvania: A Story w ith Two Beginnings (Lancaster: 
C ongregation Shaari Shomayim, Lancaster, PA, in  association w ith  
The Lancaster County H istorica l Society, 1979), 14-16.
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92 A ttacks on pack tra ins d u rin g  the French and Ind ian  W ar in  the 1750s 
had ru in e d  m any fu r traders, b u t the ensuing peace treaty signaled 
o p p o rtu n ity  fo r Joseph S im on and h is c irc le  to  push w estw ard in  
search o f land investm ents and tradable goods. C ontinued In d ia n  
attacks a fte r the peace, however, created staggering losses fo r these 
merchants as w e ll. Groups o f traders w ho suffe red losses before and 
a fte r the French and Ind ian  W ar banded in to  "concerns," sending 
representatives to London to p e titio n  the K in g  fo r com pensation. The 
B ritis h  then negotiated w ith  the Ind ians o f the Six N ations, w ho  ceded 
2,500,000 acres to the C rown, in  tru s t fo r the traders, in  1768. The 
traders pressed to have these lands granted d ire c tly  to them , b u t, s till 
pending b y  the outbreak o f the R evo lu tion , the m atter was n u llifie d  by 
A m erican independence. In  several separate ventures in  the e a rly  
1770s, the Gratz brothers and th e ir concerns, consisting o f bo th  Jews 
and non-Jews (m any o f w hom  w o u ld  also lose the lands discussed 
above), purchased large tracts o f la n d  a long the M ississippi, O hio , and 
Illin o is  R ivers (the southern p o rtio n s  o f m odern  Illin o is  and In d ia na ). 
The ow nership o f these lands became am biguous after independence, 
due to boundary disputes am ong the now -sovere ign states o f 
Pennsylvania, N ew  York, M a ry land , and V irg in ia ; the disagreem ent 
between the states and the traders over the v a lid ity  o f earlie r la n d  
conveyances from  the C row n and fro m  Ind ians; and pressures o n  the 
states to cede the ir ow n w estern land  claim s in  the process o f 
ra tific a tio n  o f the A rtic les o f C onfederation. The Gratzes, Joseph 
S im on, and others w ith  investm ents in  the balance, v igo ro u s ly  
pe titioned  the state legislatures and Congress w h ile  the states 
themselves fough t over ju ris d ic tio n  and la n d  claim s. The delays 
caused by these debates pushed the d ispute  in to  the late 1780s. The 
m atters themselves were resolved in  the states' favo r by fin d in g s  th a t 
the conveyances by the C row n and by Ind ians were now  vo id .
F u rthe r attem pts at some fo rm  o f com pensation fo r these lands w ere 
h indered by, and w ou ld  prove to be am ong the catalysts fo r, the 
ra tific a tio n  o f the E leventh A m endm ent to the C onstitu tion . As 
p rin c ipa ls  in  the o rig ina l concerns, the Gratzes rem ained h e av ily  
in vo lve d  in  these m atters th ro u g h o u t th e ir live s ; legal battles o ve r the 
land  w o u ld  occupy the G ratz fa m ily  fo r several generations.

93 Land-speculating partnerships w ith  T ren t and Croghan, as w e ll as 
executing Croghan's estate, w ere lo n g -te rm  invo lvem ents fo r the 
Gratzes. See Byars, 34 et passim.

94 Byars, 25-27.
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95 Faber, 104.

96 Barnard G ratz, Lancaster, 8 January 1778, to M ichael G ratz, 
Fredericksburg, fo rw arded  to N ew  Castle, APSL, #72 Gratz Fam ily 
Papers.

97 Barnard Gratz, Lancaster, 3 M ay 1778, to M ichael G ratz, APSL, #72, 
Gratz Fam ily Papers.

98 Byars, 19.

99 W o lf and W hitem an, 100.

100 W o lf and W hitem an, 41- 60.

101 W o lf and W hitem an, 114.

102 As w ith  a ll ephemera, i t  is possible tha t earlier calendars existed and 
tha t none are extant. I t  is also possible tha t extant calendars have no t 
been located fo r th is study; the indices available fo r almanacs lis t on ly 
by name, ra ther than b y  subject m atter contained therein. The sole 
available subject index does n o t inc lude  a ll extant almanacs.

103 Rivington's New-York Gazetteer, 27 October 1774, p. 3 c. 3; and 10 
Novem ber 1774, supp l. p. 1 c. 2. The Novem ber advertisem ent is 
referenced in  M arcus, The Colonial American Jew, 3:1544 n. 21.

1W Rivington's New Almanack and Ephemeris fo r 1775, Evans # 13230, 
Drake 5854. SeeEarly American bnprints, edited by C liffo rd  Shipton 
(W orcester, Mass.: A m erican A n tiq u a ria n  Society; on m icro fiche  
through Readex M ic ro p rin t C orp., Chester, V t.).

105 Rivington's New-York Gazetteer, 19 January 1775, p. 2 c. 3. 
Rivington's Gentleman and Lady's Pocket Almanack, For the Year 
1775, Evans #13229, D rake 5846. SeeEarly American Imprints, edited by 
C liffo rd  S hipton (W orcester, Mass.: Am erican A n tiqua rian  Society; on 
m icrofiche th roug h  Readex M ic ro p rin t Corp., Chester, V t.). The 
January advertisem ent is referenced in  M arcus, The Colonial 
American Jew, 3:1544 n. 21.
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106 The Calendario, published in  1761 by Abraham  P retto Henriques and 
Mosseh de A g u ila r (Sheftall Papers, U nivers ity  o f Georgia L ib ra ry, 
A thens) is re ferred to in  M arcus, The Colonial American Jew, 3:1544 n. 
21, b u t could no t be located by the L ibrary's s ta ff a t this tim e; fo r 
Sephardic, see Glossary, p. v ii.

107 B .H . Levy and Rabbi A rn o ld  M ark Belzer, "A  H is to ry  o f 
C ongregation M ickve  Is rae l" (Savannah: A rth u r B. Levy M em oria l 
Fund and Friends o f M ickve Israel, 1994, pam phlet). M y appreciation 
to Rabbi Belzer fo r discussing th is top ic and v ie w in g  the 
Congregation's artifacts w ith  me, and fo r p ro v id in g  me w ith  reference 
m ateria ls.

108 M arcus, The Colonial American Jew, 2:978.

ia9 South-Carolina &  Georgia Almanac, Charleston: Freneau &  Paine, 
p rin ters, 1799 and 1800, Evans #36339 and #36340, respectively. 
(W orcester, Mass.: A m erican A n tiquarian  Society; on m icrofiche 
th rough  Readex M ic ro p rin t Corp., Chester, V t.).

u0 The e a rlie r Savannah Calendario may ind ica te  the fo rm a l 
production, w e ll before the 1806 calendar, o f a H ebrew  calendar 
associated w ith  the Jewish com m unity itse lf, b u t as the calendar was 
no t ava ilable fo r exam ination, th is discussion w ill focus solely on the 
early N ew  Y ork calendars.

111 S tow ell, Early American Almanacs, 114-121,273-276; Capp, 152; M . 
Sm ith, 566-567.

m The h is to ry  o f the Jewish calendar can be fo u n d  in  m any w orks; this 
exp lanation has been cu lled  fro m  Salo W ittm ayer Baron, The Jewish 
Community: Its History and Structure to the American Revolution 
(Philadelphia: The Jewish P ublication Society o f Am erica, 1948), 3:143 
ff. A lso, see n. 70 above.

113 E m ile  D urkhe im , The Elementary Forms of the Religious Life (N ew  
York: Free Press, 1965), 23, quoted in  Zerubavel, 31.
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114 Marcus, The Colonial American Jew, 3:1196. Jew ish com m unities 
and th e ir o ffic ia ls  no t on ly  m ainta ined ove rs igh t o f re lig ious life , b u t 
also adm in iste red bureaucracies th a t para lle led  govenm ental 
functions. The Silesian Jewish com m un ity o f the G ratzes' ch ildh oo d  is 
reported even to have ru n  its  ow n post o ffice  (Baron, 1:115). M ichae l 
and B arnard 's brothers who rem ained in  S ilesia had fo rm a l re lig ious 
tra in ing , and bo th  M ichael and Barnard had stud ied  Jewish h is to ry , 
B ible, and Ta lm u d . The ir fa m ilia rity  w ith  the ca lcu la tion  o f the 
calendar, was h ig h ly  probable. See H ayim  G ratzer, Tw orog, to M ichael 
G ratz, London, 21 Shevat 5519 (18 February 1759), AJHS,, G ratz Fam ily, 
P-8, Box #1 (in  Y idd ish , w ith  transla tion ; trans la to r unknow n); G ratz's 
brothers are g iven  the title  "R abbi," s ign a lling  fo rm a l re lig ious 
schooling. Barnard 's and M ichael's schooling is discussed by M .
A rth u r Oles, "The Hebrew  and Y idd ish  P ortions o f the G ratz Letters: 
A n  In q u iry  in to  the ir Purpose" (AJA, G ratz Fam ily Papers, SC 4247, 
photocopied term  paper), 2,6-8.

115 See nn. 103,107 above.

116 Jonathan D . Sarna, "The Im pact o f the A m erican  R evo lu tion  on 
Am erican Jews," in  Jonathan D . Sarna, ed., The American Jewish 
Experience (N ew  York: Holmes &  M eier, 1986), 26-27.

117 D avid  E w ing Duncan, Calendar: Humanity's Epic Struggle to 
Determine a True and Accurate Year (N ew  Y ork: A von  Books, Inc., 
1998), v -v i.

118 A lko n , 7.

119 A lkon , 15.

120 S tow ell, Early American Almanacs, 17,59; M . Sm ith, 567, 571. 

m M . Sm ith, 567-568,581, 573-574.

122 The Book o f  Common Prayer (Cambridge: p rin te d  by Joseph 
Bentham , 1756), rare books collection,The H en ry  Francis du  Pont 
W in te rth u r M useum , RBR BX5145 C56 S.

123 M . Sm ith, 568.
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ut The balance between P rotestantism  and C atholicism  in  this 
fram ew ork is addressed in  p a rt by  P aul A lko n  (see n. 116 above). 
A lth o u g h  outside o f the scope o f th is  thesis, i t  sure ly m erits fu tu re  
in q u iry .
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Figure 1. Barnard Gratz, by  Charles Peale Polk, c. 1792. O il on canvas, 
40 x  35 in . C o llection  o f E. N o rm a n  F layderm an.
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F igure 2. M ap, engraved b y  Thom as Jefferys. From  A  New
Geographical and Historical Grammar b y  Thom as Salm on 
(London, 1766). H e n ry  Francis du Pont W in te rth u r M useum , 
W in te rth u r, D e l.

The D u tch y  o f S ilesia is located along the Oder R iver, northeast o f the 
K ingd om  o f Bohem ia and sou thw est o f the K ingdom  o f Poland. 
E d ition s  o f Salm on's G ram m ar  were w id e ly  used by London and 
P h ilade lph ia  m erchants d u rin g  the pe riod  the G ratz brothers w orked 
in  these locations (Byars, 8).
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Figure 3. A rk  (A ron HaKodesh) L in te l be long ing  to  Joseph Simon,
Lancaster, Pa. M id-e igh teenth  century. W ood w ith  w ood in lay, 
16 '/ 2 x  40 in . A m erican Jewish H is to rica l Society, W altham , 
Mass., and N ew  Y ork, N Y.

The lin te l is the o n ly  rem ain ing  p a rt o f a com plete A rk . A  cabinet 
be low  th is  lin te l w o u ld  have he ld  the Torah scro ll(s). The m old ings 
and the fo rm  o f the tablets o f the Ten Com m andm ents are app lied ; the 
H ebrew  le tte rin g  is in la id  in  contrasting w ood. The H ebrew  verse 
ru n n in g  h o riz o n ta lly  across the lin te l translates, "K n o w  before w hom  
thou a rt s tand ing ."

80

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



Figure 4. M in ia tu re  o r T rave ling  A rk , p robab ly  be long ing  to  Joseph 
Sim on, Lancaster, Pa. M id -e igh tee n th  cen tury. Papier mache,
11 x 8 3/ s x  4 in . C ongregation M ikve h  Israel, P h ilade lph ia , Pa.

The H ebrew  le tte rin g  on the ins ide  o f the doors o f the  A rk  contains the 
te x t o f D eut. 6:4, the central creed o f Judaism , w h ich  translates, "L is ten , 
Israel, G od is our Lord , God is one." The loss to the lin te l m ay ind ica te  
the o rig in a l presence o f a m o de l o f the Ten C om m andm ents (cf. F igure 
3). The m eta l w ire  be low  the lin te l w o u ld  have he ld  a cu rta in , the 
tra d itio n a l cover fo r the A rk 's  doors. The Torah sc ro ll show n belonged 
to  S im on, b u t is too large fo r th is  A rk . The loca tion  o f the o rig in a l 
sc ro ll is unknow n.

81

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



F igure  5. Michael Gratz, a ttrib u te d  to  Thomas S u lly , c. 1805. Pastel 
paper, 28 '/, x 24'/ ,  in . A m erican  Jew ish H is to ric a l Society, 
W altham , Mass., and N e w  Y o rk , N Y .
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Figure 6. M iriam  Gratz, b y  Isaac L. W illia m s, 1893. N a tio n a l M useum  
o f A m erican Jew ish H is to ry , P h ilade lph ia , Pa. G ift o f 
C ongregation M ikve h  Israel, P h ilade lph ia , Pa.
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F igure 7. Poor Will's  Pocket Almanack fo r  the Year 1777
(P hiladelph ia: John C rukshank, 1776). A ugust, annotated by 
M ichael G ratz. Rosenbach M useum  &  L ib ra ry , P h iladelphia ,
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F igure  8. Poor W ill's  Pocket Almanac for the Year 1777 (P h ilade lph ia  
John C rukshank, 1776). A ugust, annotated by B uckridge Sims. 
H e n ry  Francis d u  P ont W in te rth u r M useum , W in te rth u r, De.
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F igure 9. O m er C ounter. Possibly e ighteenth cen tu ry . Parchm ent 
scro ll w ith  H ebrew  and Spanish le tte rin g ; w ooden  case. 
C ongregation M ikve h  Israel, P h ilade lph ia , Pa.
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F igure  10. Poor Will's Pocket Almanac fo r  the Year 1779 (P h ilad e lph ia  
John C rukshank, 1778). September, annotated by M ichae l G ratz. 
Rosenbach M useum  &  L ib ra ry , P hiladelphia , Pa.
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APPENDIX B: TRANSCRIPTION, 1777 ALMANAC
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Fo llow ing  is a transcrip tion  o f the annotations made b y  M ichael 

G ratz in  his 1777 almanac. U nderlined section headings re fe r to the 

title  o f the p rin te d  page opposite G ratz's interleaved, hand-w ritten  

notations. Questionable o r illeg ib le  words a n d /o r characters appear in  

brackets. The arrangem ent o f the transcrip tion  approxim ates tha t on 

the pages o f the almanac.

The H ebrew  language is shown as G ratz used it ;  the H ebrew  fon t 

indicates Gratz's cursive scrip t (versus p rin ted  characters). 

T ransliterated equivalents appear beside the H ebrew  in  parentheses. 

Conventions o f G ratz's Hebrew notations are foo tno ted  upon th e ir 

in itia l appearance. Transliterations that are exp la ined fu lly  in  the text 

and w h ich  are defined in  the Glossary (v ii) appear in  ita lics.

25th Do. Do. 60 [Dol.?] 18.0.0
M arch 1 1 th  Do. o f [???] 15.0.0

12th D o .- -  — 30.0.0
16 Do. — — 1.16.0
18th Do. 180 [Dol.?] 33.0.0

EXPLAN ATIO N

1778 Jan'y 13th 
Capt. W m. Green D r. to 
Cash gave h im  
Feb'y 6  Do. o f I. Isaacs

£30.00.0
27.10.0
3.0.0

15.0.0
30.0.0
39.0.0
30.0.0

12th Do. o f me 
13 Do. o f Galb 
Do. 100 Dols. 
24th Do. o f me 
22 Do. Do.
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TANUARY

Jany. 8 th ---------------------6 ^ 6  m 0 (E. R. C. Shevat)1
9 ----------------------- qxQ m  (R. C. Shevat)2

1 1 ----------------------lo lc ’ q  (P. Vaera) 3

Jany. 18 lea s_j>a0  {Shabbat P. Bo)

25 {Shabbat Beshalah)

FEBRUARY

Feby. 1st I t j t  s>j->a0 {Shabbat P. Y itro )

6  m  0 (E. R. C.)

7&8 |I0 Ict t?Ic m  (R. C. Adar Rishon)

15th T>x ITp Q _p^0 {Shabbat P. Terum ah)

20 |6 p p "> Iq  {Purim Katan)

22 c) JpoQ {Shabbat P. Tetzaveh)

1 Erev Rosh Chodesh is abbreviated by the in itia l letters o f each H ebrew  
w ord.

2 Rosh Chodesh is abbreviated by the in itia l letters o f each H ebrew  
w ord.

3 "Parashah," or "p o rtio n " o f the Torah read on each Sabbath. This 
w o rd  is also abbreviated by its  firs t le tte r. Names o f portions rem ain  as 
translite ra tions (versus translations) in  this transcrip tion .
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M A R C H

M arch 1st Ic0 p ’3  ©_p:>0 (Shabbat P. K iT issa)

8  p ’/pS  © jr>p'l (V ayakel P. Shekalim ) 4

9&10 'jQ t?!c r>-> (R. C. Adar Sheni)

1 5 --------  '? lp©  © _pa0  (ShabbatP.Pekude)

2 0 --------  Tpolc p l3 (Tzom Esther)
2 2 --------- T ip i, 0  JcTp'l (V ay ikraP . Zachor)

2 3 --------  p">l© (P u r im )
2 9 -------------------  j n ©  ©  l 3  (Tzav P. Parah)

APRIL

A p r il 5 th  0 ?ln>> © J 'x 0  (Shem ini P. Hachodesh)
7 ------------------- m  o (E.R.C.)

 8 -------------------- jo j m  (R. C. N isan)
1 2 ---------- (Shabbat P. Tazria)

1 9 ---------- 0->f3x 0 ji,5 0  (Shabbat P. M etzora)

2 1 ---------------------no©  (Erev Pesach)

22&23-----------n o g s  a l Ic (1st and 2nd o f Pesach)5
24..25}

snj»30 26..27}no©» ?0 Jxj> I’m (Shabbat C. H .)(C ho l Hamoed Pesach)6 

28.29 n o g s  n L.*> (7 th  and 8 th  o f Pesach)

4 C erta in  Sabbaths have names as w e ll as po rtions. In  entries where 
there is an in d ica tio n  o f a p o rtio n  ("P ."), G ratz has p u t the name o f the 
p o rtio n  before and the name o f the Sabbath a fte r the "P ."

5 H ebrew  uses the le tte rs o f the alphabet to ind ica te  numbers. This 
en try  and the one labeled "28. 29" be low , use this system  o f num bering. 
The "a n d " and "o f"  are translated here fo r c la rity .

6 G ratz has used "C . H ." and "C ho i H am oed" to ind ica te  the Sabbath 
tha t occurs d u rin g  the "celebration" o f Passover and the d u ra tio n  o f 
the "ce lebra tion" itse lf, respectively.
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M A Y

M ay 3d _plw ">r> lc ©_p^ 0  (Shabbat P. Ahare M ot)
7& 8 ------------------ v ie  n*> (R. C. lyar)

1 0 -----------p '0 l?p © _pa0  (Shabbat P. Kedoshim )

17  tIk Ic  s _ p ^ 0  (Shabbat P. Emor)
2  4 -------------- Q_p^ 0  (Shabbat P. Behar)

2 5 ------------------ (Lag B'Omer)

3 1   j> jp r>^ Q_p^ 0  (Shabbat P. Bechukotai)

TUNE

June 5  0 ?lr> 0 lo  aiO  (Erev Rosh Chodesh)7

 6 ------------------  |l’o m  (R. C. Sivan)

 7 -------------- ©J">a0  (Shabbat P. Bem idbar)
10 _plOI^ 0  a*>0 (Erev Shavuot)

12&13 _ p !5 l^0 ^ p ’v a  (B 'yom im  B'Shavuot)8
1 4 ------------------ |C0 j q j ^ 0  (Shabbat P. Naso)

2 1 ------------ ©_p^ 0  (Shabbat P. Behaalotecha)

28 p f n j*0 ©_p^ 0  (Shabbat P. Shelach Lecha)

TULY

J u ly S jjlK p  m a le  m p  ©_pa0  (Shabbat P. Korach 1st o f R.C. Tam m uz)  

6  m a  a (2nd o f R.C . ) 9

12 J 1? 0  © J ^ ®  (Shabbat P. Chukkat)
19 p ia  © _pa0  (Shabbat P. Balak)
22 (Tzorn Tam m uz)

26 o n j’© © _pa0  (Shabbat P. Pinchas)

7 G ratz has spelled ou t the name o f the h o lid a y  (versus abbrevia ting it). 

5 L ite ra lly , "th e  tw o days o f Shavuot."

5 1st and 2nd days o f a two-day Rosh Chodesh are ind icated; "o f" is 
translated fo r c larity.
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AUG UST

A ugt. [1st]2nd ’0 ONf_plGN_pa6 {Shabbat M a tto t V'M asei)

4 aO 0 ?lr> 0 )o (Rosh Chodesh Av)
9 (Shabbat P. D evarim )

1 2 alca p ) 3 (Tzom B 'Av)
16 [jnplcl a _ps0 (Shabbat P. Vaetchanan)
18 •>00 j>0 xr> (Chamishah Osar)

23 apO © j > a 0 (Shabbat P. Ekev)

30 5>lc-> Q_p^ 0 (Shabbat P. Re'eh)

[???]
N o rto n  OBeall D r 
to Cash gave them  
Capt. I  [?] [Read?] £25.-
as p r his o rder on them
Peters—[Petersburg?] 20th May 177[8?]

SEPTEMBER

2&3 M lc m
6 P'6q I0 ©j->a0
13 Ic3p ’0 © J>a0
20 leap '0 ©_pa0
27 p i’-l P 'a3j_pa0

(R.C. Elul)

(Shabbat P. Shofetim )
(,Shabbat P. K i Tetze)

(,Shabbat P. K i Tavo)

(Shabbat N itza v im  Vayelech)

[OCTOBER and NOVEMBER ] 11

10 G ratz corrected the firs t date in  A ugust by w ritin g  the "2nd" on top o f 
the "1st." Both are visible.

11 As discussed in  the text, these m onths are m issing fro m  the almanac.
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DECEMBER

To appear a t B a ltim r 
C o u rt in  M arch 
[N in th? ] 1778 o [r /n ] [???] 
[BUI?]

There w ill  be FIVE ECT.TPSES

Jany 1st 1778
R obt. Johnston
D r. fo r 1  £. 0. BUI [N515?]
1000 DoUars £300.0.0

FAIRS are kept.

F rid  Burg AprU  8  th  
1778 

P h ilips [???] D r. 
fo r 12 p r. R. SaU 
D[???] to be D e live rd  
h im  by W m . Frazer 
on M[????] at 
£40 pr. Is £480.0.0

ROADS SOUTHWESTWARD 

Capt. M a rtin  Mc[?]ey12

12 Th is note appears inverted  on the page.
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APPENDIX C: TRANSCRIPTION, 1779 ALMANAC
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F o llo w in g  is a tra n scrip tio n  o f the annotations made by M ichael 

G ratz in  h is 1779 almanac. U nderlined  section headings re fer to the 

title  o f the p rin te d  page opposite G ra tz 's interleaved, hand-w ritten  

notations. Questionable o r illeg ib le  w ords a n d /o r characters appear in  

brackets. The arrangem ent o f the tra n scrip tion  approxim ates tha t on 

the pages o f the almanac.

TAN U ARY

B orrow ed o f M aj. T rent 
721 D olles

£r\1QU
881 Dls
[?] fo r M r. LA L  310

Jos. Simons 482
P h illip  Boyle 78

560 870

FEBRUARY

A p ril 17.1779 pa id at 
the C ity  Taveron fo r a ll 
o f the U n ite d  Comps, o f 
Illin o is  &  Wabash 
Expenses £6.15.[?]
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M ARCH,

A p ril 29,1779

Sent to Lancaster to 
M ichael Gratz by

at
1 ps. Nuns H o lld . N  439. 25% 
3 ps. Nankeen fo r fa m illy  
1 ps. H o lid . L in in  N  660. 25 

fo r C oll. Croghan 
[asagaty?] Coat Nankeen 
Jackett &  Briches aw hite 
Jackett

APR IL

A p r il 29,1779
Exchanged M ichael G M o[ney?]

2213 Dls o f M r. P. [L?]
513 Do o f M rs [?]

3479 o f W . Steizer 
1135 Do

8 OOD0  o f S.M.C.
8140
1590 o f M ichael ha rt 
695 o f Stock

M A Y

M ay 25 .1779 Sent

1 Loan office C ertificate
D olls.

N1336 fo r 1000 
payable to m y H and
Signed fra n as H opkins 
Dated 12th Jany. 1777 
[?] Th L. Sm ith
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TUNE

Loan office C e rtif 
N  2341-500 D lls.

2353-500 D lls, 
paybl to [a given?] Col 

Cu[stiss?]
Dated [31?] M arch 
1779 [???]

[???]
Jos. Borden

TULY

30 lb Sugr  £30..
20 Galls s[??]+ 240.. 

@£12
Tea................. . 12..

282..
S[??]ts............ —.30..

312..

July 3 0 th . 1779 Red d  o f 
A lexander M ore 3960 
C ontinen ta l paper D olls, 
to keep fo r h im  u n till 
he Returns fro m  a 
Croose in  the p riva tee r 
M ars Captn. Ta ile r 
fo r W hich  sum  I  have 
g ive n  h im  m y bond 
o f this Date payable on
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AUG UST

Rec'd. o f M ichael at 
W m .sberg June 27.

1 [Bundle?] 13091/3..J5491.. —  
1 Do. 1114 -  417.. 15

payable on Demand 
in  C ontinen tle  M oney 

w ith o u t Interest 
3960 D lls  is Equal to £1405. 
Pennsyla. C urry.

SEPTEMBER

V irg in ia  Delegation 
Congress 
G abriel Jones 
E dm und R andolph 
James M ercer 
Patrick H enry 
M erriw ea the r Sm ith 
Silas G riffin  
W illm . fitz h u g h

OCTOBER

Lancaster July 19th 1779
Rec'd. o f Jacob Tomb
fo r his notes to M.G.} £816.[?]

George Croghan D. to Cash 
Lent h im  this Day ou t o f

Dls.
the above money 120 £45..

allso Taken ou t o f the above 
m oney in  m y Pocket 126

L e ft w ith  M iria m  Gratz 
fo r house Expenses

300 Dolls is } £112.10
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NOVEMBER

M attath ias Landam  
on H a rfo rd  Road — 
the F irs t House 
a fte r you tu rn  o u t 
o f the Lancaster Road 
4 m iles From  P hila.
Sent to H im  the 1st 

Roane 
Augt. 1779. M y A Horse 
to [Paster/Porter?] M arkd. on 
the L e ft Shoulder SM

Tblank center leavesl

Sept. 23d Reef d. o f [?] Moses 
4591.12- on accot. o f 
Sailers Shears

DECEMBER

Octo.— 15 pd. M r. De coas[?] 
fo r m y Expenses fro m  
Philada. to frid ric k to w n  
125 1 /5  Dolls. - is - £47. —

There w ill be Six ECLIPSES

Decemr. 27.1779 a t W m sbrg 
Rec'd. at Devenports 
fo r Expenses £94..2.. - 
Beef fo r M PC. 60..8 -

£154.10.515 [?]
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