
w*y 23, 1930. 

%- dear friend* 

It gave mm a great deal of pleasure to receive your l e t t e r 
of May 12 through the good bonds of Captain Lim, whose under-
standing and good w i l l and competence I appreciate and he, I f you 
permit me to say go, Is doing excellent work hem* S» t e l l s me that 
he w i l l have the opportunity of sending you a l e t t er from m» to* 
morrow, and as I am lea-Ting fer New fork with Mrs* Hessersmith day 
after tomorrow for ft brief stay, I a s taking th is opportunity which 
his courtesy presents to send you our good wishes end to express a 
few thoughts which stay lav of interest to you* 

First of a l l X wish t o say how happy Mrs* Messersmith and I 
were to haws the kind messages from Seftora de Poron and yourself 
and to know from Captain Lima that you are both la good health* 

I am sure that X need not t e l l yew, f i r s t of a i l , that in 
spit* of wy personal oocupatlwsw and preoccupations, and although 
1 have no longer direct connection with the govensaent of ny eons* 
try, X follow developments in the broad general world picture, 
and particularly in the Awe r i ce s , with the c losest interest* 
While I do not hare the same opportunities to be accurately wad 
adequately Iftformed aft to detai ls as for wnny years in the past, 
I wa obliged to travel so much because of ay private wssiness 
that X haw* the opportunity to wftintaim ny associations with a t 
least some of ray old friends who are s t i l l to ft position to f e l 
low dswelopuents in these nsoagr situations throughout the world 
and who can do so more closely than Z can* 

It has been a great personal satisfaction to many of us , and 
particularly to a s , to note that developments in the pol i t ica l* 
soc ia l , financial and eoonomie situation in the Argentine are 
developing on constantly more favorable l i n e s . Knowing the 
soundness of the fundamental convictions which you have tft these 
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f ie lds and your great desire wad self-sacrif ic ing *eal in doing 
everything possible for your country and i t s people. Mid knowing 
your openHodndednesc and understanding, X am of course not sur
prised a t t h i s development, and I t has bo«m ft great pleasure for 
me to not* from your l e t ter that you confirm these favorable develop* 

During say v i s i t s to the united Stttes in the las t year X have 
been able to observe a constantly increasing interest in and under* 
standing «f the situation l a the Argentine and of the current prob
lems, and of the work which you and your government are doing* 
During so/ l a s t and very recent stay In Washington on business of 
ay cocip&ny 3 was able t e learn ftf the n*ore recent developments in 
the eay of osrtaia credits which X am sure will, be helpful* Aft 
you knee, there are some ftf ua who have been doing whet we oould 
to help this development. X an confident that If th i s path which 
Is now being traced wi l l be followed through in both countries, i t 
w i l l be wry helpful l a the eoutaoa interest* Without sound economic 
conditions and sound economic relationships and without f u l l under* 
standing and ft cense of security, there i s no basis for those 
durable, understanding and constructive relationships between the 
two countries, or any countries, which must ex i s t* 

•bring my l a s t stay In the United States I hmd the opportunity 
ftf seeing Assistant Secretary of State Miller, who had Just returned 
from his tr ip t o the Argentine, and X can assure you that he ap
preciated very f o l l y the courtesies which ho received while he 
was 1ft Buenos Aires, and particularly the conversations which ho 
was privileged to have with you* X am «onf ident that he returned 
from the Argentine with a very clear conception of t i lt s ituation 
in your country and of i t s problems and with * very high regard 
for you. X know Mr» Miller t o be a nan of great understanding 
and capacity who Is In concrete, understanding ways endeavoring 
to bring about greater continental unity oil sound, just sag 
equitable bases* 

I am in so a&ay ways preoccupied with regard t o developments 
'ift the world situation from whloh none of us can be apart that X 
wi l l permit myself t o give you ft few ftf ay thoughts which grow 
out of ay observation and experience over ft long period of years* 
Experience i s the beat teacher aad ftft 1 have had such close con
tact with developing events la Europe and in the Americas since 
19lU» end as I aa so convinced of the teachings of experience, 
X cannot to very happy about some ftf the coco 1 us ions which wo have 
to draw* But If there i s any value in experience we oust draft 

our 
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our conclusions cm the basis thereof and face the re&iitiea growing out 
«f it* 

first X should like to say that it t« ̂  personal opinion that 
never there was * time in the history of M r American oountarisa when 
the closest, moat intlmte and tsoet complete and thoroughgoing 
collaboration among them Is indispensable for our peace and security* 
this la a trite saying to which most everyone renders lip servieea 
but in ay opinioa if we in the aeericas are wise and learn from 
experience we will translate this lute action* We Must face the 
fact that everything which aa wish to do in the Axserioe* oouatriea 
far the welfare of our peoples and for the progress of our economies 
and to establish our future, is overshadowed by the uncertainties 
of the future and by the definite throat of war* This, I belleva* 
aakee) It necessary for ae to face two fundamental decisional the 
first is to bring about the slosest oollaboratloa in atary field In 
the face of the oomaon danger and threat, and the ascend to faaa 
the facts of the situation with the most ©owplete realism, deter* 
i&inatioa and notion* 

*e know from our experienea that the events preceding the 
last World ear and the developments during that war showed us that 
there is only one way in whioh sash a f oroe and ideology as that 
generate* by Sesi Gerrmny oould be met, and that is by the use of 
greater had ovarwhalming fores In tine to stop it in its tracks 
before it can involve the whole world* We are now faced by a 
eowj&oa enemy whose objectives are even More clear* aore devastating, 
more all-embracing and mors inflexible and implacable than those 
of Meal Oeretasy* The objectives of Soviet Russia aad the Methods 
which it is using aad is determined to use to reach those objectives 
are even store clear than were those of the Masl German government* 
ta cannot afford fa mke the mlstaksa agatis that we made in facing 
that situation* 

I sa far from believing that recourse to war is the only way 
of solving war problems, hat in view of the lessons which aa have 
learned* aa must not think that as long as a country such sa 
Soviet Russia, aa rather its leaders, see war and lores as the 
definite sad sola asans of of achieving their objectives, wa cam 
live under the illusion that war can be avoided by agreements 
which one party toerata has net the slightest intent to respect, 
without Inviting certain disaster* While X do not believe that 
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we oan desist in the extraordinary efforts which our governments are 
making ia the Amerioas and la Europe to proven* i w , I em one of 
those who i s couriaoed that war cannot b$ avoided i # such efforts 
for -peace aad comprehension are one-sided as they are today aad promise 
to continue to be. to Soviet Russia today, as l a l a s i Germany be
fore, the w i l l of the people aad their desire for peace and con-
prehensioa have Hi ei'feet, for the power of decision, l i e s ia a few 
people who eaa sake the decision for war in the most arbitrary 
Banner la a moment. Xa such a sltxiatioa, and w« mist recognise 
that 1% e x i s t s , the w i l l of our peoples in the western world, for 
peaea aad to avoid armed conf l ic t , eaa have no certainty of effect* 

l a th i s purely personal aote and as one in no way ooxmected 
with the government of ay country* perhaps i t »ay taterast you tvr 
as t e say that i t i s my profound convictioa that the Soviet gorera-
noat can only be stopped by force, just as the Masi Gerraan govern
ment could only have beea stopped by force, w» exercised in time. 
I am ejenvinced that the awl donee show* that nothing can stop the 
Soviet government from the vaalization of i t s devastating objectives, 
except the destruction of Soviet power and the destruction of the 
present Soviet regime. I am therefore of the opinion that we should 
use •rmvy means of our preponderant present power te destroy Soviet 
military power while we eaa do so without doing too much earn, 
because If we do not do so there i s the increasingly grave soenaee 
that Soviet military fewer «111 eventually destroy us . 

I expressed the foregoing views to sons responsible fri*nds 
well over a year ago. At that time I emphasised the dangers of 
delay la that tev iet foissia way be able to fontinuously strengthen 
her military position* and may even be able t a fabricate the same 
weapons which *re have or which we way develop sad increase tar 
power t a use end deliver these weapons. Z said a t the same Mae 
that there i s the danger that with the passing of time the sub
versive aad underlining efforts of Soviet Russia aad of i t s 
instruments aad agents jsaay be able t o bring about a t l eas t ft 
certain deterioration l a the military and economic strength of 
those presently opposed te her. I emphasised the importance 
then of oar not taking the risk of the balance of power slowly 
shifting towards the Soviet government rather than remitting In 
the hands of the western countries where i t now l i e s . 

I have 
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X have recently expressed the opinion to sons of ay responsible 
friends that there i s a gravs danger that the passing of tin* may begin 
to work against us . You foresaw already throe years ago whoa X had 
the opportunity to exchange views with, you the danger in the sub
versive M i insidious methods employed by the Soviet goveruswrat. 
Unfortunately the passage of t i ae hae only eonfinaed the just ice 
of your convictions in th i s respect, •est which (fesavictions I shared. 
While in my •pinion and from the information whisk X haw available, 
and which of course Is not complete, the balance of power Is a t i l l 
very much in ear hands, we are running, X bel ieve, graver risks 
than saw/ responsibility towards hu&mnlty preset us to take* fe 
s t i l l hare ties capacity to destroy Soviet military power and to 
remove the sainace def ini te ly . Bow long we oan retain that prepon
derance I aa ass able to state or forsaee, but X believe that the 
probabilities are in favor of our mintaiaiag that preponderance. 
There a s s , however, many thoughtful persons who believe that ttoe 
say be beginning to work against us* In any event X an one of 
those who belie1.© that th i s i s Hat time for decisions of the most 
major and fundaraaatal character* 

One of the distressing weaknesses of husan nature Is that eo many 
of us do not loam by experience* Xou very wisely appreciated from 
the beginning of your responsibility in govermaant that the safest 
way to fight certain destructive ideas i s with constructive Erasures* 
Through steps which you haws undertakes, in your country to iatprove 
the position of the underprivileged and t o bring about greater 
•quality of tro&tnesaVyem have eliminated the dangers of Caaeunisn 
and of subversive sleeents in your country* The seat I think i s true 
la my country w.iare we have been long attached to these Ideas and 
have slowly, but I believe soundly and successfully placed then 
into practice, 1 think in a very large masura this situation con* 
trolc in Mexico. I wish, that I could have the mum assurance with 
reference to this situation in some of the other Afr ican countrlss 
where the fai lure of goventaa&nts to take) carta in essential measures 
has undoubtedly led to accentuation of situations which isay under 
certain conditions become exceedingly grave for governments and 
peoples. X ea not sufficiently informed as to details to be able 
to judge the situation accurately in a l l of the countries, but 
X share your preoccupation as to certain fundastental dangara which 
e x i s t sad which my become a menace) in grave c r i s e s . 

One 
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One of t he factors in the s i t ua t ion which gives m the grayest 
concern i s t ha t iu some of the American countries there are ce r 
t a i n persons in responsible pos i t ions , e i t h e r in government or out 
of government, with cer ta in influence, who believe t h a t scrae of the 
Aaierioan countries can best follow a policy im the&e grave times 
of s i t t i n g <• the fence* Some of these people believe t ha t ft war 
i s inev i t ab le , and so bel ieving, they think there i s * probabi l i ty 
or even a poss ib i l i t y that Soviet BussiA aay win* they be l ieve , 
therefore , t ha t by taking a neutral a t t i t ude or an undareover a t t i 
tude favorable towards Soviet iiussia, they can i n the case of an 
vic tory by Soviet itussia secure) * posi t ion of Ijaainity and power 
for thesselvss* Soae ef them say even honestly believe or have 
convinced themselves tha t sueh an a t t i t u d e way be beneficial t o 
t h e i r country. If only such persons would look back and sew what 
happened to people who though t ha t say in the face of 'tis* th rea t 
of Hasi Genaasy they would rea l i se with what iiapluoability Sasi 
Germany destroyed even these who had helped then* t o com in to 
power* Xf sueh p r s o n s enter ta ined any i l l u s ions they should only 
look a t what has happened in t h w s a t e l l i t e s t a t e s , in the far laftt 
and in Europe, and to those whd^p>osed the objectives of Soviet 
Russia Sa the s a t e l l i t e s t a t e s* the record shows t h a t in prac t ica l ly 
9*9Vf mm of the s a t e l l i t e states) the "pa t r io t s* who helped Soviet 
bus sift to secure coat ro l have today been eliminated and t h e i r 
country aampletely dominated* 

I do not see how anyone with any s ense of responsibi l i ty and 
any understanding can in these days have any i l lus ions with respect 
t o personal or nat ional safety i n view of the aaaaoe which threatens 
us* I have often wished that the eleamainded understanding which 
you have shows of these s i tua t ions character ised a l l ef our 
responsible people in the iuaericen countries* 

So far as my country i s concerned, while I have no par t in 
decisions and do not par t i c ipa te in policy in any way, I do not 
th ink there was ever i n the histfroy of the United States a 
olearer understanding by government and %y the people of the 
fundercontal i ssues a t s take and of the readiness to face then. 
I t i s in theae ser ious times always ft source c f very r ea l s a t i s 
fac t ion to aft* who 1 believe rea l i se the seriousness) of the 
issues a t s t ake , to know your profound and sound understanding 
and convictions in these matters* 

I fee l 
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S fee l that X tare to sake on* further observation which my 
seem pessimistic, but which in a l l frankness 1 should make* f 
believe that certain forces and instruMentalities which we hate 
been using i s the western countries and which we wi l l undoubtedly 
continue to use, I f given adequate) and f a i l play and e f fect , could 
• t i l l sake a war unnecessary, but experience anil realism wake sit 
fear that thee* other force* cannot be made adequately and broadly 
enough to prevail in time either la the United States or among the 
other western peoples, to prevent war* When I consider that in the 
United State* f i s government, and l a cur relationships which isake 
up the sum to ta l Cf our national Ufa* and see that neither stateaaaii 
nor polit ician* can rise above petty personal weakneseee and asa-
bitionsj when X see that capital and labor cannot adequately work 
together in their corar.on interest in the way that they should — 
because af hwrnn weaknesses on both 3 idesj whan t mm that in 
spite cf ear recognition of the grave danger which threatens t© 
destroy everything wa have and wish to conserve, we perait per* 
sonal interests* prejudices and weaknesses s t i l l to transcend and 
control, — then I cannot have too much hope that we wi l l in time 
be able to sake these foroe* prevĵ s/1 within and among us in the 
United States* And in the aaras way X see tea same things happen
ing la practically every fart af the world among every people, 
and la raany cases l a even snore aggravated measure then in the 
United States* All this gives me bat l i t t l e hop* that as w i l l . 
l a t i n s , before the enemy has had sufficient time t* dierupe and 
destroy and disorganize, wake thee* farces other than was? which are 
at our cojwaend prevail and obtain adequately* Xt i s because of 
these thoughts* which do not grow oat of pessimist but of realism, 
that 1 believe we anst begin to think definitely in terns of 
act ion, ead that raeans ooBcaon action, and that means Merging of 
secondary interests into the eajor interest *f aelf-preservation* 

Tea wi l l forgive aa i f X have trespassed on your time with 
th is long l e t t er , but X recall with so much pleasure the oppor
tunit ies we had for exchanging view* l a the seat that X have 
not been able to refrain to es t this opportunity presented by 
Captain Lisa's courtesy to send you these intimate thoughts* 

Xt was vry thoughtful ot you to send a» the very wonderful 
book "La ISaeion Argentina", which X bare looked a t with real 
interest; sad which X wil l examine again s t greater leisure* 
It was s fine taint; to publish t h i s , for lb shows l a * my 
Impressive way the great work which has been dons lit so short a 

period* 
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period* X also apprecs-te your sending no the copy of the l a s t 
r*3nagt which you delivered to the Congrssa tout which I bad a l 
ready had the opportunity of reading* 

Mrs* Measeramith and I continue to recall the very pleasant days 
we spent in Buaao* Aires and the friendship which we were p r i v i 
leged to form with you auad Sefior* de Peroa &n& which** continue 
to cherish sad sha l l always cherish* X do not know when i t w i l l 
be possible for us to ace each other again* but we look forward 
to tho tiiae when we m y be able t o see you both again* l a the 
Beentias Mrs* Meeaersmitia joins as in a l l good wishes for the 
haa l th and happiness of you both, and for your country* 

Cordially &a& f a i th fu l ly yours , 


