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PREFACE.

The Central Committee being appointed by the State Con-
wention of Celored Men at its recent eession for the purpose of
completing the unfinished business of said Convention, and to
-conetitute a medinm through which a communication with
every ceunty and district of the State may be carried on,
deem it mecessary to prewmise a few things. First, it
-should be ever kept in mind'that we met for the first time
in Convention, and consequently were without experience;

-and, secondly, having just emerged from the degraded and

deplorable condition of slavery, were not in the possession of

“that knowledge of purliamentary usage and general literature

that should be possessed by every loyal American citizen. A
proper regard for these facts will constitute a sufficient apology
for all the imperfections observable in its proceedings. So w0

<our friends we wish to say, that while we did the best we

could, we will try to improve ourselves so that we will be able
10 do better the next time; and to those who .are not our
‘friends, we will say that persons who are opposed to the free-

-dom, education and equality before the law of all loyal citizens,

‘irrespective of race or celor, do by that fact ignore the word
of God, and we deem it a waste of time to try by words te
convince them of their error, but we will try and convince
‘them by our conduct.

But before dismissing this thought we may be permitted te
say that, in our humble judgment, it is no very great recom-
mendation to a person’s bead or heart to oppose colored cople
having an equal chance with other people, und then bur esque
their proceedings and laugh at their ignorance., Where is the
whiskey-drinking common blackguard that can't do that?
But if there is any truth in the teachings of the Bible, the
pocr, ignorant and urfortuuate are the legitimate objects of
care and kindness on the part of those who are more fortunate.
But we dismiss this thought with this simple query: who
made:? us black or colored? who made us degraded and igno-
rant

Having said enough on that subject we now proceed to close
this introductory by laying down what we believe to be the
proper mode of procedure in every county in the State, There
should be established at the county seat in every county, a
County Committee with four officers, namely : a hairman, a
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PROCEEDINGS

OF THE

STATE CONVENTION OF COLORED MEN.

— . ——

FIRST DAY——-MORNING ‘SESSION.

NasaviLLE, August 7, 1865.

Pursnant to the call issned May 27th, 1865, the Convention
of Colored Men met at St. John'’s Chapel, A. M. E. Church, at .
10 o'clock, A, M.

The Convention was called to order by Abram Smith, of
Davidson county. After some explanation by Mr. Nelson
Walker, of Davidson county, the call being read—when M. J.
R. Gentle, of Knox county, was elected Chairman pro tem.,
and Thomas J. White, of Maury county, Secretary. Eider N
G. Merry, of Davidson county, then addressed the Throne of :
Grace, .

Daniel Wadkins, Sr., of Davidson, moved that & committee
of one from each division of the State be appeinted on Perma-
nent Organization.

H. N. Raakin, of Shelby, moved to amend by making the
committee of one from each county. ;

Considerable discussion ensued,  After which the motion of
Mr. Wadkins was lost, as was, also, the amendment of Mr,
Rankin. , :

Richard Harris, of Davidson county, moved that a com-
mittee of three from each division of the State he appointed,

Which was adopted, and the following gentlemen were ap-
pointed the committee : :

For East Tennessee—A. McKinney, of Hawkins; H. Alex.
ander, of Knox, and F. Maxwell, of Washington.

For Middle Tennessce—Ransom H arris, of Davidson; J. '
T. Rapier, of Maury, and N, B, Frierson, of Rutherford.

For West Tennessee—H., N, Rankin, J. W. Jones, and War- |
ne{Y lh[ﬁdis%n, of Shelby. »

ile the committee were absent, tho Rev. Mr, Sheph '

aplain of the 17th U. S, Colored Infantry, was cﬁl e

to address the Convention. He responded in well'_'ﬁmod‘ﬁ?:ﬁ :
earncet words of sympathy, encouragement and advice 18 the |




i

6 PROCEEDINGS.

delegates for prudence and kindness in their deliberations, and
to the audience for good order during the proceedings, In
cloging the Chaplain expressed his gratification at being pres-
ent, and said for twenty years he had labored for the good of
the slave and for the freedom of all men.

A. Griffin, of Smith county, was then called for. Mr. G. ia
one of the very few Southern white men who, outgrowing the
prejudices of race and condition, stands for the inalicnable
rights of man. His remarks were carnest and sincere, and
warnily received.

Seret. H. J. Maxwell, 2d Battery, U. S. Col. L. A.; was then
introduced. The Sergeant made an eloquent speech, in which
he struck the keynote of the occasion. He was there as an
American, claiming the inalienable rights of a man. Life, *
liberty and the pursuit of happiness were his prerogatives. A
Life and liberty meant to share in the Government hy which "
they were protected and the right to live anywhere on the
continent. Should not these rights be the rallying theme of
the Convention. By this music we march to victory. We shall
be heard before Congress and before the Legislature. We
come here for principles, and there will be no dissension. We
want the rights gnaranteed by the Infinite Architect. For
these rights we labor ; for them we will die. We have gained
one—the uniform is itsbadge. We want two more boxes, be-
side the cartridge box—the ballot-box and the jury box. We
shall gzain them. The Government of this nation will not
prove false to its plighted faith. It proclaimed freedom, and
we shall have that in fact. It will not foreswear itself. Let us
all work faithfully unto the end. :

The Rev. Mr. Merry followed Sergt. Maxwell in allusion to
the former enjoyment of suffrage by free colored men of Ten-
nessce. He named, then in Convention, who had voted for
Gen. Jackson for President—the Rev. Edmund Jones and -
Andrew Tait. The reverend gentleman proceeded to urge o
harmony in council and advise that all talk be directed to stir '
the heart to action, and not influence the tongue to noise.

‘The Rev. James Lynch, of Baltimore, Missionary in South
Carolina and Georgia, responded to a call, and in & most elo-
quent and stirring speech spoke of the rights which had al-
ready been achieved, and those which were yet to be Em‘d' \

The speaker made telling hits, and kept the audience tho-
rowhry_ awakened. Among other things he gaid: =~
e are engaged in a serious task; we have met ﬁéﬂ’ ;‘01{' i
..: I-I-H |

impress upon the white men of Tennessee, of the |
States, ﬂ_ldpo of the world, that we are ipm‘:'ﬁﬂ pmi '
Ame '_‘_I_I,Repghlic. For four years this count mhﬁ"
volved in war. This war, while it has decided the perma-
méncy_of the nation. haa hot boon without e inflacnco upoa |
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work thus begun, we are here, by our ¢ounsels and by humble
petition, to secure for ourselves the full recognition of our
rights as men. We make no account of the wrongs and op-
pressions of the past, but would act for the fature. We cher-
18h no hostility to the whites ; we love them, as we ever did,
and if they be loyal men, we love the Southern man even bet-
ter than the Northern. We simply ask for those inalienable
rights which are declared inalienable. Why should we not
have them ? In the past struggle, when the nation stood
trembling upon the verge of the precipice, the black man

came to the rescue, his manhood was recognized in that hour

of national trial, and why ? From necessity—and I tell you,
my hearers, that necessity will secure us our full recognition
as freemen and citizens of this glorious republic.  We were
needed to fill up the army, we were needed 10 supply the place
of copperhead conscripts who had no stomach for the fight.
Senator Saulsbury, of Delaware, a drunken scoundrel, [here
don’t misunderstand me, I do not wish to abuse any officer of
the Government, but as he was understood to belong more to
the Confederaey, I will speak of him,] said the whole negro
race of America could be swept from the earth without loss :
but even he fourd use for us, and the question of political
power in this country will soon present another necessity
which will give us the ballot-box. There has been by impli-
cation unfriendly legislation in Tennessee, but Tennessee,
%rond and noble as sheis, has a master, and that master is the
nited States. That master has deeided that we are entitled
to our oaths. The Freedmen’s Courts will hear us when we
swear for the maintenanee of our rights,
The Committee on Permanent Organization made their
report.
ending action on the report after its reception, the Con-
vention adjourned until 3 o'clock, P, M.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment.

Prayer by Rev. Edmund Jones, of Sumner county.

Minutes read and approved.

The regort of the Committee on Organization was rejected.

Richard Harris, of Davidson, moved to elect the officers
vive voce.
P Which was adopted, and the following officers were then

ected :

President—Nelson Walker, of Davidson.

Vice Presidents—Warner Madison, of Shelby; Henry Row-
ley, of MeMinn, and James Mason, of Knox.

Secretaries—Abram Smith, of Davidson; Ferdinand Max
well, of Washington, and Anthony Motley, of Shelby. '

L
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Mr, Walker, aftér taking the Chair, mmed hanks for
the honor conferred upon him, -B&d pbestg?fghis:
side over the deliberations with the Fradire ..
ing the delegates and audience for good order . 3
o Davidson, moved that & ec

: ins, Sr., of S
of ]:).?ﬁéig:f tx':l‘]o;n each division of the Sr.ate—-bs_- Py i

on Credentials. { Sopl ---‘-'{"'t"'"ﬂ n
tion adopted, and the following delegates wereappointed:
jnd?ddle Tenncssee—N. G. Merry, Richard Harris, and Rar A
ris. o - SORSE
son}:ifg?r Tennessee—H. N. Rankin, A. Motley, and J. W, JMh _-,':‘»_-,
East Tennessee—A. McKinney, H. Alexander, and . il
Hardison, AL B
Daniel Wadkins, of Davidson, moved that a committeeof
three on Rules be appointed, and the following delegates werg  *
appointed : James E‘ Rapier, of Maury; Daniel L. LW" ;
;. of Davidson, and Sergeant G. A. Griffith, 14th U. 8. C. T, . .
A. McTeer, of Blount, moved that a committee of three be
appointed to wait upon Brig. Gen. C. B. Fisk and Gov. W.G.
Brownlow and ask them to address us during the session, e
Motion prevailed, and the following delegates were appoi &
ed the committee: Anthony Carter, of Bradley; E. D, Liv-
ingston, of Knox, and A. McTeer, of Blount. - . »
g ~ After considerable discussion, it was determined to hold even-
: Ing sessions for speaking, and the following gentlemen were
) announced as speakers for the evening: H, N. Rankin, of |
Shelby; JamesT. Rapier, of Maury ; M. J. R. Gentle, of Knox;
Bergeant G. A, Griffith, 14th U. 8. C. T., and Dauiel Wadkina, -
Br., of Davidson. _ Y ™) 5y
On motion of A, N. C. Williams, of Williamson, the Com-

¥

vention adjourned unti] 9 o'clock, A. M., Tuesday.
b 43 . 173 _jr_
i yiduazns) odl I.;- .‘- :
: P11 vedf i e L
SECOND DAY—MORNING SESSION.
nt 1o adjourn "
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Motion adopted, and the President appointed Mr.James
I}'avidson county, Marshal. :

Daniel Wadkins, Sr., of Davidson, moved that the President
eall on any minister he may see fit to open the Counvention
with prayer.

Motion prevailed.

James T. Rapier, Chairman of the Committee on Rales, re-
ported, and, with some slight amendment, ‘the report was
adopted.

H. J. Maxwell, of Battery A, 2d Light Artillery, moved
that the following named gentlemen be honorary members :
Rev. Charles Burch, Rev. Samuel Lowery, Abram Bmith, Rev.
Nelson McGavock, and David A. Cockrell.

T. J. White, of Maury, moved that Arthur Young, of
Maury county, be an honorary member.

Isaac Minter and R. Alexander, of Shelby, were made hon-
orary members; also, Braxton James, of Rutherford, Andrew
Tait, of Davidson, and Rev. James Lynch, of Maryland.

The Committee on Credentials then presented the following
report:

TO THE CONVENTION:

In compliance with the instructions given us by your honor-
able body, that the Committee on Credentials should impar-
tially consider the claims of all announcing themselves as
delegates, your Committee have the honor to report that they
have entered upon the discharge of their duties with the de-
termination to act upon their best judgment, * with malice to-
ward none, but charity toward all.”  Being thus actuated,
your Committee is of the opinion that, for the sake of har-
mony and to prevent any unnecessary discussion, that it will
be your duty to admit all delegates who had presented creden-
tials, and all other delegates who claim to have been properly
elected who had no credentials, but can bring proper evidence
that they were elected by a constituency.

In recommending this course your Committee know that
they are departing from customarf rules in like cases, but
at the same time they do not believe that the departure,
all things considered, would prove detrimental to the cause in
which we are engaged. We all have one common aim and
one common object to accomplish. This being true, then, we
respectfully ask if it is not likely that more harm would result
from the rejection of gentlemen, said to have been fairly elect-
ed, than would result from admitting all.

There are gentlemen claiming seats which are contested-
But as you deal with one, you should deal with all. Therefores
for the good of all, we respectfully ask that you exclude none-




10 PROCEEDINGS.

However, we do not propose that the gentleman ﬁmm =3
teenth District be el?:?t}ad to vote, or eligible whbﬂoﬂw*t {
tiris:Convention. Respectfully submitted. YHE bttt
N: G. Merry, 4 s e
Ricuarp Harers, TAYHUE BT
Ransom Harnis, sy
A._ McKisngy, : o
H. ALEXANDER,
S. HaRDIsoN,
A. MoTLEY, .
J. W. Joxgs, _ g 5
H. N. Raxsgax, : y
Committee on Credentials.

On motion of Warner Madison, of Shelby,.the. Conventions g
adjourned until 2 o'clock, P. M. : L

SECOND DAY—AFTERNOON SESSION.

The Convention met according to adjournment, President
Walker in the chair. _ _ s Sl
] Prayer by Rev. John Powell, of Battery A:, 2d Light Artil-
ery. . - bt S T |
"ﬁi-‘nutes of the forenoon session were read and approved,
after which the delegates namos were called, and the Conven-.
tion deelared fully organized. :

ROLL OF DELEGATES,

Maury County.—JFames T, Rapier, Thomas J. White, John
Lockridge, Jackson Thom pson.
Rutherford —N. B. Frierson, Braxton James.
Cannon.—Washington Fugitt.
Montgomery.—Charles Beaumont:
Bradley.—Anthony Carter. : -
_Shelby—T. N. Rankin, Anthony Motiey, Warner Madison
and J. W. Jones. ’ s pad
gﬂl%mﬁen N. G. Williams. '
o asimngton.—Rerdinand Maxwell,
- Smith —Richard Letehford, A. L. Gordon, J. M.
ames Carn AT - s % ks e : '
- Lincoln.—Willis. Myers, Charles Russell. ner VUetngaaat. or S
Prankin:Levi Trimble, R. B Singlotod 1401 1t ol
Giles—T. A. Thornton,

A=
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PROCEEDINGS. 11

Wilson—Oshorne Gﬂreﬁ'n, N;;tha'rn Doaks, Lewis Waters,

oseph Smith, Silas Smith, Quiler Turner.

: ,Ie?gmilron.—é.l' " @. Strickland, George Caldwell, H. H. Hous-

n, C. P Letcher.

3 Sumner —Edmund Jones, Columbus Johnsom, H. W. Kee,
H. Bowers. .

MeMinn.—Ts. H. Mazeek, Henry Rowley, Charles King,
Heny Hoyle.

K;m.r.-—};\{. 7' R. Gentle, Abram Ford, James Mason, E. D:
Livingston, Henderson Alexander:

Howkins.—Alfred McKinney.

Bleigs —Fowler Phillips.

Blount.—Charles O. Cobb, A. MeTeer. _

Battery A. 2d* Dight Artillery, U. 8 C. T—H.J. Mazwell,
John L. Brown, John Powell, Henry Lacy. !

Fifteenth Regiment, U. 8. €. T.—G. W. Reynolds, J. Pillow,
Owen Grundy, Taylor Turner, C. H. Barnett, John H. Jack-
ROM.

Pourteenth Regiment, U. S: C. T—6G. A. Grifiith, Henry
Thompson, S. Hardison, Thos. Ellison.

Seventeenth Regiment, U. 8. €. T.—1J. Houston; J. T. J ohn-
gon, W. Myers, W. H. Forrest, Dolphine Pickett.

Firat Regiment, U. 8. C. Artillery, Heavy.—Allen Garnett,.
Hutsel Clark, E. G. Brown, Robert Johnson, Thos. Lillard,
Charles Smith.

Thirteenth Regiment, U. 8. C. T—Harding Anderson.

Davidson.—Daniel Wadkins, Sr., Frank Parrish, Nelson
Walker, Richard Harris, Nelson &. Merry, Ransom arris,
Richard Howard, James Cafferey, Edward Woods, Willianx
Miller, Alfred Menefee, William Sumner, R. L. Knowles, Jor-
don Bransford, Jerry S. Stothard, Daniel L. Lapsley, Daniel
Brown, ‘

M. . Merry; of Davidson, moved that & business commit-
tee be appointed, consisting of three delegates from each divis-
ion of the State.

"Motion prevailed, and the following delegates were announ-
ced as the ecommittee: Daniel Brown, of Davidson, Thomas
J. White, of Maury, T. A. Thornton, of Giles, M. J. R. Gentle,
of Knox, €. P Letcher, of Hami#lton, A. McKinney, of Haw-
kins, H. N. Rankin, A. Motley, J. W. Jones, of Shetby.

A. McTeer, of Blount, Chairman of the Commitee appointed
to wait upon Governor Brownlow and General Fisk, to re-
quest the favor of an addpess, reported that Governer Brown-
low’s feeble health prevented him from making an address on
the occasion: General Fisk signified his acceptance of the in-
vitation,

~The report accepted and the committee discharged.

Daniel Wadkins, Sr., of Davidson, introduced the following
resolution, which, after being fully discussed, was ad :

- WaEeRreas, we, in Convention assembled, in order to delibe-




e, upon the present condition and fy.
ralt, Meer 88 wfatﬁn a}gﬁ;dp ople of l'ennessee ; and w) T o
ture prospects of the celg poopie .o . ke SN T
as, it is expedient, 'th:}: in :::11 our deliberations we should pgg
them our sentiments, . .
fo?igs;?ved, That we will publish an address to them and Cause '
it to be circulated throughout the State. it y
WHEREAS, the petition presented by the eolored people of
Tennessee, to the Legislature thereof has mot been disposed -
of by that body, a8 we understand, because they dq not know
the sentiments of their constituents—therefore, be it ;
Resolved, That we publish an appeal to the loys.l.wh{t.!a eiti-
zens of Tennessee, nnon ths subject maiter contained in the
said petition. Inasmuch as the Federal Government hags
called for eur assistance in putting down the late iniquitous
M rebellion, and acknowledged not only our humanity and right - 1
to freedom, but our just claim to all other rights of citizens
under the Government; therefore be it
Resolved, That we protest against the Congressional delega-
tion from Tennessee being received into the Congress of the
United States, if the Legislature of Tennessee does not grant
the petition before it, prior to Pecember 1,.1865.
On motien of N, G- Merry, of Davidson, a Financial Com-
mittee was appointed, consisting of the following delegates :
Frank Parrish, of Davidson, A. N, C, Williams, of Williamson,
L. H. Mazeek, of MeMinn, Quiler Turner, of Wilson, Sergeans
‘G. W. Reynolds, of 15th U. 8. C. Infantry. Pending a dis-
cussion on finance, Brigadier-General Fisk entered the house,
amid loud cheering and applause. President Walker intro..
«Idi:wed General Fisk to the Cenvention, when he spoke as fol-
Tows:
& My, President, Ladies and Gentlemen : My fellow-citizens
' T didn’t come to make 1 Speech. I came to hear you talk, I
€ame to hear what the eolored people of the Stateé of Tennes-
see had to say for themselves. The race to which I belong «
have been taliking and talking for many years, and you have
had no Oppertunity to talk very much. - it gave me great joy
i ‘When I learned that the colored people of the State were about

T T T

e

‘common phrase, “ Times ain't ag they used t0 was” You

<ould not do this four years ago, could you? A great.

has taken place since that day. You are no longer slaves. I .
come before you as your friend—as a representative -of the
power of this great Governmont—-standing here with author-

ity to say to you that I am '-Kour friend, sent by the Govern-
ment to aid you; and, by the blessing of s Lwill never

shrink from “gj my duty. The passing away of

B L ——— T Y e

lavery has opened a new it becomes necessary
the 'chmm&? should d:l:'o;:fh;ngh ai? yeou ih_;nqg::'
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whaom & gawxy their old servants t “'“l ]f[a owa ehﬂdl'em
sooper wrnma“y such. God bless them! > 1;‘7 Would typy
There il nd they would drift in upon the home of 80me
them away a mane men cannot take care of the ofg

. Some : . 3
angdinrgftl:z; therefore to them this rule seems mm"?‘ 2!

3 : ho has haq the
‘ove it i just. I believe the master w 5 had thy

E:éiibsvsfl his lJabor-se long, should take care of hm"‘“jrm

' ve. } '
dogc{ilugt];:}jlg\:?ll receive earnest attention. Bepqvol'ent. and
religious erganizatiens will be formed, and Superintendents of
schools will introduce method and fashion into educationg) en-
£ 18€8.
teF li;,ig is the outline of the work to be.-done. That it s 4
necessary work, you are all ready to testidy, you have coms
drom those counties of Tennessee where most of the colored
people are going on just the same as before the war.  We ars
gathering information as fast as possible, and shall correct
these evils as soon as possible. In doing this I need not only
your co-operation but that of the white people, and I believe
they are more and more convinced of the necessity of ¢o-
‘Tating with this Bureau, because they plainly see that the
‘colored man will walk 20, 30 and 50 miles to tell his _
%Ppl‘essu_)n. This is very common in Tennessee and Alabama.
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PROCEEDINGS, 15

25,000 colored children before the first of January next. I
propose also a good normal school for the education of colored
teachers. We want good teachers trom Northern cilies—men
who believe that you should be taught—who believe that the
same Saviour who died for them, died for you.

‘SUFFRAGE.

Now for the suffrage..T have not thought so much about that

~ asaboutgood homes, settled with your fumilies, and you provid-

ed with good bread and butter, and with good jackets. The
suffrage will come round all right. 1 believe in it. I wasone of
the first men to give the colored.man a bible—the first to give
him a bayonet—and I shall not be behind in giving him the
dallot. With “this swarm of.B's I think the negro will take
.care of himself.

Northof the Ohio ‘many: are -willing to give the negro suf-
frage. The New York Herald, the most influential paper in
the country, advocates negro suffrage. It will be sufficiently
stirred up if we give attention to other things, such as getting
homes down here. There are a great many people north of
the Obio river, among the old settlers of the country, who be-
dieve the negroshould wmot vote until he is somewhat educated.

.1 don’t object if the test is to be applied to white men. Let

weverybody -be-edueated; and if.I .could make.it a law to-day,
1 should say, after 1870 no man in America should vote who
conld: not read his ticket and write his name ypon it. All I
ask is that because a man is black simply, that shall not be
reason for shutting him off. No oligarchy of skin, or-of red
awhiskers! Let the testapply to everybody. The President
is in favor of this measure. I had a long conversation with
Mr. Johnson. I believe him to be your firm friend. He said
some good things to the colored people in this vicinity last
year. I don't think he.has backslidden a bit. . :
Gen. Fisk then read extracts from the speech of Governo
Johnson, delivered last fall in Nashville, to an.immense as-
sembly of colored people. The General made many happy
allusions as be proceeded with the report, as it appeared in the
Cincinnati Gazette. In allusion to the President's promise to
be our Moses, hesaid: -
Next time I write to the President I shall tell him he s in
direct succession to Moses. In due time Moses will be revealed
to you. - .
This said Androw Johunson, in the month of October last, in
this city, wanted you to take care of all you had got—to be
industrions. You must work out your own salvation, Those
who have taken care of themselves, and masters too, ought to
be able to take care of themselves alone. Be economical, provi-
dent, saviug what you earn. Lay by something for a rainy
day. Your masters wont take care of you any more. That
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is the only way I can do—to buy my clothing in winter wiy,

in summer. : 3
wlgrteluﬁ?a;ntold me the negroes were idle, lq;v:y, vagabonds,

oat thieves—steal every thing—lie unmercifully, ete. g54
o treatment be gave them. Ttold hiy,

ko of the Christian :
::E: ::'ht)le life had boen a lie. We have been fighting foue

e destroy this system of Christianity which produces
lyl:?;lﬁr(:;)ultﬂ. thave fzec}uent,ly received letters threatening
mo with assassination. have had sermons preached to me
by the Christian women of the South who came to see me,

I was once in Mississippi recently and a lady came to my
headquarters and said: “General Fisk, you have got my boy,
Sam. I said, “ Yes, and he is going to fight the battles of
his country.” “Don't you know, sir, he is my property, and
it is just the same as stealing?” “ Now," said she, “ you pro.
foss to be a good man. 1've heard you pray; and you now
come and steal my profperty." I told her the Court was open
and she might sue me for it: She said they had no Courts. I
said that was not my fault. “Then,” said she, “I will appear
against you at the great judgment day. and I'll ask you why
you stole that boy. Then what will you say?” That, as
the President used to say, reminded me of a little story.

The General then related the story of Pat who stole a pig
from the widow Malone, and how the priest blamed him forit,
and how he would give the pig back at the judgment day
when he should be charged with the theft. The ication
wlas quite evident and the story elicited great mirth and ap-
plause. :

I have been through the mill, continned the General, from
the beg‘,innin%o I know what you want and what you desire,
and I shall labor all T can to obtain it. You ean always depend
upon me. I always help the bottom dogin a fight anyhow.

In Kentucky there are still slaves—slave men and
women—Kentucky still refusing to let them go. I hope
the war would not end until slavery ended. But the boys it
blue have not all gone home yet. . __

James T. Rapier, of Maury, offered the follawing.molnﬁon.
which was unanimously adopted: . .

Resolved, That the Convention return its most sincere thank®
to the gallant soldier and christian gentleman, Brigadi Gen-
eral C. B. Fisk, Commissioner of the Freedmen's Buresu of
Koytuc‘ky, Tennessee and North Alabama, for his kindness in
delivering an able, encouraging and instructive address to 1%

announcing the mom for the evening, the Conve”

tlon adjourn spe
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eminence intended for man on earth by his Cpg o
is true that heretofore the fruits of our indyggn
denied us and enjoyed by others. It is true
doors of education heretofore have boen closed betwean
and its blessinga. It is true that in former days 00M 0
us was in reality a useless waste, and last, though nog 1
means least, it 18 sadly true that the teachings of chy; tis
seldom ever reached ug exce}gf. garbled go as to suijt the slay,.
bolder’s wicked purposes. But now, fallow-counhymm'“
outrages have passed away, and we can reasonably hope Tevey
to appear again. By the blessings of an Allwise v and
the strong arm of the Federa] Government, the enjoymanhdf
those natural rights will not be denied you except by Your
consent. We, therefore, appeal to you as brethren, jn the nagg
of all the wrongs you have so long endured—in the name
the bright future that now looms up before us, and in the
name of coming generations, to betake yourselves to thg,
righteous practices, through the observance of which you gap
become an enlightened and a prosperous people, T{:: we
ask you again and again, do not disregard this advice and
warning. In whatever position vou may be placed never fajf
to encourage virtue in the broadest sense of the word,

Teach your daughters that the greatest crime they can com.
mit is to sacrifice thejr chastity. “Teach them mzn
woman without virtue has lost her all.  Teach yoar sons and
daughters thut concubinage is a crime which e laws of onr
State will now severely punish. And above all, fathers and
mothers, set such virtuous examples before your children, so
that through the Journey of life, and at the final day they can-
(rijot, reproach you for having been guilty of a dereliction of

uty.

By the laws of Tennesseo you are now required to get li-
¢ense and marry, just as though you were white persons. All
of you who were married without licenses, it is your right,

and indispensable duty, at the earliest O-Pﬁm?: to pro-
cure license from the nearest Cou nty Courtg erk, orany other
duly authorized person in your district, and ro-marry aceord-

any of you apply for license to

ing to law. Should
fused them u

authority and be re

| you refuse or neglect to” acoept of the
- ileg ;mzmufwﬁlm‘ bur neg
and ivﬂf__m_ W » therefor
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s proper manner and as the law requires,

]imhta are concerned, howm - h?: far as tg:r ﬁg:
may be before they are granted us, wil o i:hwt‘ .
gure, upon the mannerin which we conduet onrselyes as n?e?
oal roemen. But, 28 this e o matter which your Contral Gom.
mittee will‘have to with, we do not p: . p
gy Propese to discuss it
Inasmuch.as many of our brethren do not seem to compre-

hend the true definition .of our newly acquired freedom, the

Convention would offer them its opinion. - We must not un.

derstand that it gives us the privilege to roam about the coun-
try as common idlers and rowdies, without any fixed habita-
tion or apparent means of support. But let us encourage in-
dustry, so that our families may be respected and cared for—
that our children may be properly educated, by which means
they may be useful membersto any society in which they may
live and move. We must exercise forbearance and endure as
far as practicable the many petty differences between us and
the whites, or between ourselves. The scheme of colonization
is impracticable, and we must relax no effort to continue our
habitation in this eountry in the full enjoyment of all the
rights and privileges exercised by any other class of citizens.
herefore it is our bounden duty to eradicate past differ-
ences from our memories, and commence the work of harmo-
nizing. To accomplish this end we must combine all our-ef-
forts. There is a gulf between the whites and us, because of
intelligence on their part and illiteracy upon ours. Nel‘thgr
politicians nor Congress can bridge. this chasm, nor can ltthe
done by any save ourselves, than by our own -a.xertm?_s “;a.l tl:
direction of education, uprightness, -the acquiring olél.gmn
and industry. Upon one side we see arrayed the Alna%k i
with his learning and wealth; on the other the b !:J Pyt
their labor. Ang e
or any other country, capital & -
ﬁeial—;yhenea-we_ olair’; mlé- the races are del:e;f::;g;n oy
Other, and should adapt th'em“lv_”wﬁo mnis,vm remove
Rug you must see the.conrms ‘“’Mﬁm which has been
smoky clouds of ignorance and \tuate among us—ie o
the life aim of our oppressors to pt:'epﬂ ilty habits con
0 earnestly to work and rectify ol gur and substitute those
under the blightin influences of L::G?;wmh-word be Edu-
Virtues that make the-man noble. et SRR e inovitable
Cation and Elevation, Then we f00
Nfltymbuz, rd and on
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independently, thereby acquiring a portion of the
Tennessee?  Above all things let us have due r
laws of the land, for the most conclusive evidenca
gon is properly qualified to exercise the rights of eitizens
is his willing adherence to law and order. Ft isan

enship:
. _ (18 AN Unmiy--
takable fact that mnuch can be accomplished by unity.  Sp we.
sincercly desire that harmony and union prevail in ull actions.
put forth for the advancement of our race :— - i agn [

* Fame and honor from. no condition rise;
Act well your part—there the honor lies.”

One other very important matter we desire (o call your at-:
tention particularly to. There seems to be a growing dispo-
sition among our people to embark in certain callings, whieh
can in no wise prove beneficial to us in this great struggle, but
which will surely, if persisted in, prove detrimental to the
cause.
We allude to colored men dealing in spirituous liquors. Yon
may acquire means by this demoralizing traffic. Yourmay
dodge manual labor by this wicked practice, but you can
never acquire the gratitude of a right thinking people, nor
can you dodge the respousibility of having been instramental
in outraging the morals of onr poor race.
We speak not in anger, but in kindness, but is it not a shame-
that men who would otherwise be capable for ourleaders, and
who do aspire to lead us. Is it not a shame that such men
shonid so far forget or disregard the duties of the good citizen,
as to deal out to his fellow-man this demoralizing, degrading,
and poisonous drug? We ecall upon every honest colored man y
in the State to raise his voice in condemnation of whisky-sell-
ing. This demon is the most troublesome enemy we have 1o
deal with, and should we fail to conquer it now, in its infancy,
it will not fuil to conquor us when full grown. o A
To the Colored Mechanics: If there is a class of men in our
State more important, and so far as their occupations are con-
cerned, more worthy than any other, they are our ¢ vt
mechanics. Therefore we most earnestly call upon "h‘“g :
look well to their several mechanical professions. (Thero s no
class of men who can give more dignity and honor to our |
tha b of practical mechanies. We are proud to K
in this respect, Tennessee is far in advance
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CONSTITUTION.

WuEereas, The Convention of colored men in the ctiy of
Nashville, Assembled August 7, 1865, ordained and estab-
lished a Central Committee, compoeed of nine persons, to com-
plete the unfinished business of said Convention, and to other-
wise transact business for the general welfare of the colored
people of the State of Tennessee. And, whereas, it is neces-

- sary for said Committee to have a Constitution, in order that
their proceedings may be regular and orderly. We, the un-
dersigned, members of said Committee, do ordain and estab-
lish this Conetitution, by which we will be governed in all our
business transactions,

ARTICLE L
This Committee shall be known as the State Central Com-

anittee. The officers of which shall be a Chairman, a Treas-
urer, a Recording, and a Corresponding Seeretary.

ABRTICLE II.
The officers, if faithful in the discharge of their re:{eeu've
duties, shall hold their offices twelve months, and until their
-successors are elected and qualified.
ARTICLE IIL
Should vacancies in the Committee occur by death or resig-
mnation, the Committee will fill such vacancies at its next reg-
- ular meeting.
ARTIOLE IV.
The Committee shall give due consideration to, and investi-
- gation of all communications submitted to it from the various
committees in different parts of the State, er other bodies ot
colored persons, or their friends, and di.apoaa of the same in an
-equitable.manner, according to its ability.
ARTICLE V. e
‘1. The Chairman of the Committee shall attend
meetings, preserve order, put resolutions and moves
¥ have been soconded, to vote, and perform all the
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