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0.K. Where were you born, Mr. Bernardo?

Wilmington, Delaware.

And what year were you born?

1898. |

A....s where wag your father born?

In a Castell' Morrone, Italy. |

Castell' Morrone in Italy and that's near Naples,
right?

| Uh huh.

What year did your father come to the United States?

A..... that I can't answer the exact year, but it w#s
in the 1800's.

Uh huhe Do you have the approximate year?

Aeveses

Would you say in the 1870's?

1870's. r

In 1870's?

Early '70‘9.

In the early 1870's.

IYeh.

What was the reason for his coming here, do you have
any idea?

Well, I never did know hls real reason except what
everybody else has - to make a fortune I guess in the United States.

In other words, to better himself.

To better himself,

Right. Do you know why he came to this area, why he
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to Wilmington?

Well, a, when he came to the United States, he didn't
come to Wilmington. He came up in the New England states, a up
around New Haven.

Uk huh.

And gradually made his way to Wilmington.

But you don't know what it was that a brought him to
Wilmington?

| No.

Precisely what it was?

I don't, no. |

Did he have any relatives here in Wilmington?

At the time then, no. |

Was he the first of hls family to come here?

He was the first of his famlly to a settle in Wilmington.

I see, Now, a what did a your father do for a living
in Wilmington?

A, well, at first a.... he was & laborer for the Pennsyl-
vania Rallroad and later became a section gang foreman.

Uh huh.

He was a section gang foreman at the tlme the Pennayl-
vania station was rebullt in 1898,

I see. And after he left the Pennsylvania Rallrocad,
what did he do then? |

A.....‘I was too young to know, but I do remember the
next thing I do remember about anything was that he bought out a
grocery store at Elghth and Scott in nineteen oh three.

Uh huh and.esee

That made me five years old.
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Right. Did he stay in thls grocery store very long?

They're here from nineteen oh three to nineteen......

sixteen, I think it wase.

like in thils

Now in those early years 40 you remember what it was
general area, the area today they call Little Italy?
Yeh. |
What was it like? What was the area like?

Well, it was mosﬂly inhabited by Italians; That's why

it was called Little Italye.

certainly it

Uh huh.

Andse.so] think it was more friendly then than 1t more...
Well, whateeose

It had e few scattered colored but not many.

Uh huh. Well, p'hysically what was the area like? Ae.ceee.
was a lot different than it is right now. |

O yeh, 1t wasn't build up as much.

And a was this like a suburban area?

It was considered in my early young a young days it was

considered almest in the country.

Oh, really? Almost in the country?
Yeh, yehe.

Could you glve me a description of what some of the areas

were like? For example, what was Llncoln Street like? What was

Union Street: 1ike?

AO'....
And =0 forth.
A....Union Street and Lincoln . Street. We'll start with

Lincoln Street first...a...between Fifth and Sixth was empty lots.

On both sides?
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On both sides. It was built later years by DiSabatino’'s
eeesBeeess Lincoln Street on the north side from Eighth to Ninth was
enpty and coming up Elghth Street half way up was empty. A from
Howland Street to Ninth on the west side was empty. In fact there
was thicketsg and swamps all the way to Union, Ninth and Union.

Oh really?

Yeh...as.. where St. Anthony's Church stands now was
empty ground with the exceptions of row houses that faced Bcott
Street from Tenth halfway up to Ninth.

Other than that there was nothing in that area?

Aceeso Scott Street wasn't even cut through fof a
street between Eighth and Ninth,

How abOutececese

In my, In a my boyhood days.

Yes, how about a....DuPent Street.

DuPont Street was open, yeh.

Was 1t open all the way down to Pennsylvanla Avenue?

It was open all the way to the B&O.

Uh, were there houses a all the way along?

Not all the way along, no. They were a, fhey wére pretty
well bullt up, but there was a lot of empty spaces.

Uh huhe Who lived in those houses in those days?

In those days was all white. |

They were all whit€@eeesoeee

Yes, with the exception a between Tenth and Eleventh
and Eleventh and Twelfthe.. There was Just a.... about a half a dozen
eseses houses with colored people in them,

Uh huhe Were they considered expensive houses in those

days or were theYeeeseo
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No.

They were always Bceeses

You could, NOeselees a8 .far as I can remember the house
that you bought in them days were anywhere from eighteen'hundred
to thrity-five hundred dollars-at today's value is, 1s up.in the
thousands - fifteen,yeikteen thousand dollars.

Yes?

Yeh.>

In other wordse...s.

These houses right here we live in - noew of course
not in this condition = were sold for about thirty-five, four thousand
dollars,

Uh huhe. When were these houses bullt?

These houses were all, these houses I iemember in my
boyhood. |

Uh huhe.

Yes, that's just these six here that sets back.

I see.

The houses beyond this one next door was empty all the
way down to the corner,

Uh huhe O+K. now, you told me that your father ran the
grocery store up until 1916%?

That about 19..;.. slx - now wait a minute now. I may
be wrong there in exact date because.....

Uh huh.

Just a couple years before Prohibition he gave the store
up. Prohibition went into effect '18 or '19.

It was around there some place.

'18 or '19 while he had the saloon on East Second
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Street about two, two and one half years before it went dry. And
he went from the grocery store to the saloon. He so0ld the store
and got the saloon.

You say the saloon was on East Second Street?

Yeh, no, 10 East Second. |

That was pretty far down town.

Oh, near King, Second and King.

Yes, how was, how was the area down there in those days?
Was a 1t a anything like 1t is today? '

Oh ne, no, no, safel Yoﬁ could travel any time or day
or night.

Was it mostly white in those days?

Oh yeh, mostly white. |

Yeh.

There was a colored section down east further but not
right around in there.

Uh huh, 80.... in those days 1t wasn't considered nearly
a the type area it is today?

oa no, no, no, no, no, no, in my young days a when we
lived out on West Sixth Street beyond a Greenhill Avenue, there was
no fear at all of the walk Pennsylvanla Statlon out there anytime in
the middle of the night, two and three o'clock in the morning. I, I
have done 1t many a time.

Uh huh, now, what did you do as a young man during those
years?

Well, a, I went to school until I was second year high
and a most of my working days were Just laboring work - truck driving
the most.

Uh huh, a.... in addition to that a.... where did you
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go to elementary school?

Acsosoe Number Eleven here Ninth and Scott.

At Ninth and Scott?

Uh huh. |

Oh, today that's part of St. Anthony's, right?

Yeh, that's part of St. Anthony's. |

And a was there any such thing as a junior high s¢hnol
in those days? |

Nb, we went from a to grade school to grammar school
which was a the Willard Hall School at Eighth and Adams. Now that:
was toward, down by the freeway.

Yes.

And from there we went to the Wilmington High School
on Delaware Avenue.

What were conditions llke Iin school for you, for any
of young Itallan Americans? What were conditions like in school?

Well, I had no difficulty at all. 7

You ever run into any sort of blas at all?

Aseo not, not 1n the schooels I went to. ﬁha.... the
reason I... for that I would say because the majority of us in
school were Itallan descent.

Was this slso true of a the high school?

No, 1t wasn't true of the high school, but st11l we
didn't have aﬁy, any difficulty in there as far as blas was concerned.

Were a, did the a.e.s.Itallan American in high school
in those days particlpate in every phase of Qccees

Every, yes, sports, everyhting. Some of our best athletes
at that time in high‘school were Italian descent.

Uh huhs O.,K. NOWeeesBees.s d1d many a Itallian Americans
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finish high school in those days?

Oh yes, yes, quite é few went on to college.

There were quite a few that.cces

Yeh.

Did finish and went on to college?

Michael Fidance. |

Uh huhs

Civil Engineering.. My own cousin, Dr. Bernardc...f...
I'm trying to think now.whe else when I went to school but since I
got out of school quite a few. Now my daughter graduated high
gchool. BShe went to the University of Delaware.

Uh huh, yes, well, of course this 1s falrly recent days.

My a, my a nephew, my wife's nephew, Jan Bove, he went
to Wilmington High School.

Uh huh.

He's a lawyer today.

Yes...a,++ back in those early years going back to the
early 1900's, do you recall many of the yeung Italian immigrants
that were coming over in those days?

Aesvees I can't say thét I do remember them coming over.

Uh huh.

But a after they got here I got acquainted with them.

Yes, now what was it like for them when they first came
over? Do you have any idea?

| Well, the only; the only barrier they had was the language.

This was the only barrier?

Yeh, the only barrier tnef had because most of them did
get work,

Uh huh.
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They couldn't, it was only laboring work but they did
get work.

What were the chances for an Itallen to get a work other
than Just laboring work.

Well, there was a little bit of discrimination in the
Higher brackets of work 1n those early days. A4..... there was also
some dis...discrimination in living.

Ine..where you...can...

What, ﬁhat I mean by the living, moving iIn different
neighborhood.

Could you point out some of these nelghborhopds where
an Italian would experience some difficulty in purchasing a house
and so forth,

Well, a, I think they discriminated in the early part
of the 1900's say like over in Brandywine, especially in the suburhs

How bout a the "flats" down here on the other side of
Union SBtreet. When 4id they bulild that do you remember?

They had difficulty getting in there at thé beginning.

Well, they couldn't get in there at all.

I don't think they could in the early days.

(MRS. B.) Uh uh, no Itallans.

No, they couldn't.

No Italians. Now that place 1s owned by who, the
Woodlawn Trustees?

Woodléwn Trustees con- was at that time controlled by
the Bancroft family.

Uh huh.

Yeh.

And a this place was just closed to a Italians?
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It was practically closed to them.

How abouteese.

I think, I think the only way they got in- anybody of
Italian descent got in - if a, a girl had married an English name.

In other words 1f an Itallian girl had married someone who
was not an Itallan.

That's right.

That's the only way that a the Italian got in over there.

An Jtallan got in but if an Italian father with an I-
talian name tried to get in.....

He couldn't, he couldn't get in.

He couldn't get in.

Now how Beceecs

Of course now you understand that's not so today.

No, it isn't so today.

No.

I realize that a there is a change but a I'm speaking
about the early AQcecces

Right.

Part a of this century that it was rather difficult for
them to obtalin houses.

They, they had a discrimination at that time,

Now, how about churches?

Churches, the only churchvin my early days that we knew =
and of course they didn't go very much on account of distance - a the
only church close for all of Little Italy was St. Thomas, which was
at that time was what the 8t. Thomas Hall is now, behind the new
churech,

Yes.
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And on account of the English speaking sermons very
few Italians went to church.

Did they ever have an ltalian Mass there?

Not that I can remember, |

Did they ever speclfy that a Itallans could only go to
say the nine o'clock Mass and no other?

No. '

How about St. Peter's Church down here on West Street?

Acesss St. Peter's, I don't know too much about. Thaﬂ
was considered too far awaye.

Uh huh.

For us 1n them days when we were young boys and I know
of very few people from here went,. And the other church that was
anywhere near close was 8t. Ann's and that was out of their bounds
of wanting to ge to church every Sunday.

Now, did you ever a hear of a Itallans being asked to
leave 3t. Peter's Church becausa they got there for the wrong Mass
or anything like that? Now I, I know that they used to have an Itslian
Mass down there. ’

At, St. Peter's?

At .8t. Peter's,

Yeh.

The nine o'clock Mass, I believe.

Uh huh.

And 1f an Italian got a, got there late - if he got there
for a ten o'clock, they'd ask him to leave,

Well, that I den't know. 8ee, I, I've never, never
been there.

You never been there? You've never heard of this?

I have attended Mass at St. Peter's but not in my young
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days.

Yeh, You never even heard of this?

I never heard of that before, no. |

Did you ever hear of any Itdlians experiencing diffi-
culty if they went for examples to St. Ann's Church, which was and
still is pretty much an Irish a parish?

Yes, it is but I've nevervheard of any difficulty, no.

You, you never heard of anybody experiendirmg difficulty
at all?

| I didn't.

C.K.

Someone may have but I didn't.

Uh huh, now a, how would a you say that a Prohibition
affected Little Italy?

A.... how 1t affected the individual I, I don't lnew.
But a I know the big effect 1t had that it sprung up a lot of boot-
leggerse. |

It caused a lot of this. Now what was the atmosphere
in Little Italy prior to a, a Prohibition?

Oh well, a, a the atmosphere kas much different. We had
saloons. Everybody could go in the saloons at, at that tlme before
Prohibition. You were allowed to go to the saloons with a pitcher and.
bring your beer home, which you're not allowed to do now. A... the
head of the family could go and get it and bring it home and then
the whole family would 1it.

Uh huhe.

And then alsoe in them days they had a bottle distributoer
to serve house to house, which they don't have now.

Was there any «..8... age limitation on a....

Yeh.
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Who could go into the a.....

Yeh, twenty-one years.

It, it was twenty-one years.

It's still twenty-one.

Yeh.

Yehe

UlMeecess

And a the hours were dlfferent than they are now. They
were from s8ix to twelve at night.

Uh huh.

S8ix in the morning I mean to twelve at night.

Twelve at night?

Yeh. |

Acesses in so0 rér as a clubs are concerned. Were there
any clubs - social clubs, political clubs or «~-w-- clubs?

Yeh. |

Which existed @eceee

Yeh, there were. We had the Young Men's Demoeratic Club
where the Neighborhood House is now.

Uh huh.

It was Dbullt by then.

Uh huh.

A.... where Mike Flerro used to live on Sixth Street
was the Young Men's Republican Club and then a they had a St. Michael's
Soclety, they had a club.

Where was that c¢lub located?

Acece2ass they tore the hcusés down on 8c¢c- Lincoln, east
side of Lincoln Street between Sixth and Beventh.

Uh huh.
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They .s.. and all those clubs they had thelr own bars
and 8.... nogbody was allowed to go in but members, of course. But
they were open en Sundayse.

Acses did you a .ess €Ver see ..a... drunks on the
street in Little Italy in those days?

Oh yeh, yeh, you saw theﬁ on the street.

Were there many of them or were there few?

Well, a I mean you'd jJust se€Gecsece '

Just occasionally.....

Occasionally you see one, yeh.

After Prohibltion came in, did a... this situation still
exlst or did you see more on the street or less?

Well, you saw, you saw more. |

You saw more on the street.?

I think, I think a that Proﬁibitien brought on this
blue~flame thing.

Uh huh.

You know this saying about your blue-flamer?

Yes, -

I think Prohibitlion, Prohibition brought that on more
than it ever was before.

Yeh., ’

For the simple reason that a, a they brought out this
8¢ssede., naked aleohol - would burn se~ se- burn off so much of it
and mix it with so much water and drink it. I think that 21l in-
creased with Prohibition.

I sece.

To my knowledge I think it did.

Uh huh.

I saw more of it during Prohibition than I saw before
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or after,

Uh huh. NOW ¢..8... before Prohibltion you saw an
occasional drunk on the street of Little Italy?

Yehe |

And this man would be an Itallan I, I would assume,

Well, a, I, I saw both. |

The Italianeeecss

Itallian, colored, Irish. I saw them all but a I think
them days you saw less than you 40 now.

Uh huh, Would you say then that a... the a.... Pro-
hibition caused more of this sort of thing than a ... you saw before?

I think s0 because a they had so many more places to ,
go and get 1t.

Yeh.

Everybody tried to make a killing, you know.

Yes. Now a, the people that you saw after Prohibition
camé in, would you say they were mostly non-Italians that you saw
in, in this area that were 4drunk Orl.scee

Yeheeoo I would.

You, yOUeesos

They were Itallans but I think the non-Itallans were
the most.

You saw mere, right?

Yehe |

Now, were there any big clubs 1n Little Italy that were
a illegal clubs a.... after Prohibition set in...a... Speak Easles..a..

Ch, they had the Speak Easies but they weren't clubs.

Uh huh.

They were Just people that....Just seld the stuff illegal-
ly. That was all.
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That was 1t?

Yeh.

Did the people drink on the premises there or did they
buy it and carry it away?

Well, they 414 both. They drink on the premises or
they'd go in and buy 1t by the bottle and take 1t out.

What sort of thing did they sell? What was it? Was
it wine or was iteeses | |

Well, they sold both but the mest thing they sold was
a mixture of a alcohol and water and coloring. |

And that was 1t?

That's all it w#s.

That's all it was, I see.

Yeh.

All right. A..... how did the start of World War One
affect the Italian cemmunity here?

Oh, well, now let me'see. World War One, 1914,

Now, of course, in 1914 the war started. Of course,
the United States didn't get into it.

It was 1917 before we got in it.

Right, NoWesoee

Uhhh.eo

Italy of course was in it from almost the beginning.

The beginning, yeh.

How dld this affect f.... especlally the Italian immi-
grants, the people whe came from Italy?

Yeh. |

The young men.

Yeh, well, 1t affected them I think. I, I know of a

couple of instances where some of the boys who came from Italy went
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back and Joined the army over there.

They went back and....

Yeh, because they were under subscription anyhow.

Uh huh.

See and rather than lose anything in case they wanted
to go back there, lot of them went back but a lot of them -(Francis
sneezes) God bless you.-

Thank you.

Lot of them didn't.

Well, how dideesee

And some of them 1ln order not to lose on account of
Italy belng on our side at that time, they Joined the, the army here
and give them credlt for over there.

Uh huh. NOW...2... during World War Two...a...I'm not
exactly sure of these figures but I think they're pretty close.....
the (Sneezes) Excuse me. The..a... Italian population when you a -
the percentage of Itallians in the population of the United States
I think amounted to about five percent, but the casualtles that were
taken by American treops ten pereent of the casualtlies were Italian
Amerlcans. _

Italian-Americans, yeh.

Right, which means that there were twice as many a per-
centage wise who a were a killed or wounded in combat ...a... fight-
ing for the United States.

Uh huh.

A8 a there were..... in the pop-, in the population,
the entire population. Now a, how many a young men do you remember
who went inte the army, into the American army frem this area? Do
you remember their being any of them? What was the atmosphere?
What was the attitude of the, these men when they a went in?
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Well, a, I know of quite a few of my buddies went and
their attitude wasn't ....agalnst going. They just took it and
they went. They went a... they went with an open mind and open
heart. Just something they had to do and they did 1it.

Uh huh, were there many who velunteered to go?

Yeh, quite a few volunteered. Yeh, they had éuite a
few Italian volun - Itallan descent velunteers.

Yeh, nowW.ees

Yeh.

A.... when these people left, what was it like when they
went In? Was it a holiday atmosphere or..s..

| Oh, I don't think so, no. Ne, I don't think it was a
holiday atmosphere. I think the blggest holiday vas when they came
baock.

Uh huh. Well, but when they went, 1t was Just @eceee

It was solemn and quiet and they went to see them off
and all, VWhat they did with them which they didn't, they don't do now,
they would meet at the Armory in a body, all those who had to go,
especlally the ones who were drafted. Course now, the ones who were
volunteers, it was all. done quietly. Nobody even know they volun-
teered till they found it out.

Uh huh.

But the draftees all assembled at one point, which was
the Armory here and in a lot of cases they all marched in town down
to the station, you know. And everybedy, their relations and friends
and family, all saw them off.

Uh huh.

That, that was done.

_ Now, which station d1d they march to, Pennsylvania?

Pennsylvania Station.
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You mean to say they marched from here, DuPont Street,
from a Tenth and DuPont?

Well, I guéss on account ©f where they had to go the
B&0 couldn't take ‘'em.

Right.

See?

So ﬂhey'd march all the way down there?

Aeess8esss a big percentage from here #ent to Fort Dix.

Uh huh.

See, and the B&0 couldn't take ‘'em there.

Yes.

See? And if they were goling south, the B&0O got some
of them, too. |

I see.

Yeh.

A.... when they marched down, what was it like...8.44.

Oh, it was eeceececcceec.s hOODIAZesaces

A, could you describe, hooping and hollering, huh?

Yeh., (Laughs) |

They were having a heck of a good time?

Oh yeh, yeh. There was hooping and holiering. I saw
them come a.... not too many times cause lots of times during World
War Two I wasn't in town.

Uh huh.

But what few I saw they was - everything was happy.

This was World War One now?

Huh? |

Worid War One?

A.... no, thiﬁ vas World War Two.
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Oh no, I was talking about World War One.

Oh, World War One.

Yes.

Oh now, well no. I didn't see much of that. No, cause
I was - World War One I’was eighteen years old and I was workin' for
I was chauffeuring for a family. That kept me out of town most the
time.

Uh huh.

The only time I came back in town cause I was called up
for induction. I was examined and everything and I was put in class
A and I was to report for duty to go to camp on a fifteenth of Novenm~
ber and the war ended on the eleventh.

I see, yeh.

See? But a what they went on, how they went and left
town with the drﬁft in World War One, I couldn't tell you much abeut
that because I wasn't in town toee much.

Uh huh, yehe This was what I was wondering about...Q...

Yeh, oh I was, what I was telling you about was all about
World War Two.

Yeh, well, thlis is, you see I was mainly interested right
now in World War One becausesceece

Ch, I see.

During the periocd that we had most of the young men who
had Just come.

Yeh.

From Italy, see?

Uh huh, yeh. |

Who a many of them could go back.

Yeh, yehe.

And fight. Many of them did go back and flght.
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Many of them went back to fight for thelr own country.

Yes.

And those who didn't want to go baek, they a- in order
net to get in wrong with their country, which they were not citlzens
here yet.

Yes.

8ee? They jJoined the United States Army here and auto-
matically by doiﬁg that they became citizens.

Right. O.K. now, what were the houses llke, the dwelling
place of the people, prior to World War One?

Well, prior to Werld War One I; I don't think there
8sseBeee in the city here? |

Yes, in Little Italy,-=~=w==- Just the Itallans.

In Little Italy, the condltions and the quallity of the
house was Just about like it 1s now with the exceptlions of the modern
things in the inside,

Now, this is what I want to know.

Yeh.

What a, what, what coenvenliences did they have in the
house at that time?

Well,'the conveniences they couldn't have had then in

World War One would probably have been up-to-date plumbing and heat-

ing.

They didn't have that?

Aceos Very few at thaﬁ time.

Very few of them even had any sort of centralized heating
right?

Most of the houses didn't have any centralized heating.
And a, didn't have..... and a lot of them 4idn't have

il bt A o
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all the inside plumbing elither,

And a lot of them didn't have, did not have electricity.

Electricity and they didn't have a....well, now elec-
trcity in and around Llttle Italy was pretty popular.

Uh huhe.

Inee 19....14, '18 in those years, yeh, it was pretty
pepular because there was, ekdricity came here as far as my father's
store in nineteen five or six cause he was the first one of the
biggest place ﬂo have -electricty put in and that was early in 1900,

What 41d the other places use if they didn't have e-
lectricity?

| Acssoe 011 lamps hanging from the ceiling.

Really? They 414 have oil lamps, huh?

Cause ﬁhat was my Job in the store. '

Uh huh.

To keep them clean so they'd be 1lit every night.

How bout gas light a....

They had gas lights...a... on the street. They had
gas lights on the street but very few houses had gas in the houses.,
They had mostly coal stoves.

Yeh, well, I, I'm talking about the lights.

The lights on the sireet?

The gas lightse. |

The biggest part of the lights on the streets were gas
lights.

But they didn't have too much of that in the houses,
jou gay?

No.

What was the reason for not having 1t in the houses?
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Well, I guess the mains weren't all out there yet.

That's what it was, uh?

Yeh. |

Was that gas dangerous at all in the house?

Well, I don't know. That at that time it was all manu-
factured gas.

Uh huh

It was all manufactured gas then because it's only been
here 1n these lats years we've been getting avmixture of natural gas
end manufactured gas.

Uh huh. Now a, what would you say was the biggest change
that occurred from just before World War One and right after World
War One? What was it llke when all these young men started coming
back from the service? |

Well, a,}I think the thing that changed thlsndighborhood
and this community was the building of St. Anthony's Church.

Uh huhe Now that didn't happen till what - around....

124,

1924,

Yeh.

Uh huh.

Yeh, because World War One ended in what, '197

Eh? |

119 or '212

1919. |

Or something like that.

Yes8 19¢cees

It lasted four years. They went in '17. They went in
'17. Did it last four years?
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1918, 1918. Right, it ended in 1918.

About '21, '21, between '21 and '22.

Is when they bullt @sesee

No, is when t.... Just the ending of the war.

Well, it was 1918,

Uh...no, whate... 1t only lasted eighteen months then?

The war...a... for the United States, ysh. |

Yeh, 1919, Well...a... well, you can take '21 to '22
by the time they got everything a...organized and brought the boys
home, got 'em discharged and everything. That was anocther year or
two. Then in 1924, well in 19..... between 1922 and '23, they started
organizing St. Anthony's Church. By the time ..a... they had all these
wrangles. You know they had a big wrangle about, about not wanting
an Irish priest.

No, tell me about that. I, I don't know anything about
that. |

Oh yeh, they had a blg wrangle about that. See...8..8¢00
our church is a national church.

Right.

A...appeinted by the P@pé.

Uh huhe.

And...a... Father Tucker's name was recommended to the
Pope and he appolnted Father Tucker to bulld this churech. A4nd a let
of the Italians were against it because they wanted an Italian priest.
80 many of them didn't know Father Tucker. I guess probably had never
seen him saild, "What do you want an Irish priest for? We want some-
body who can talk Italian. Father Tucker can't talk‘Italian.“ And
the first time they met: him, had, they had a meeting with him, they
talked Italian to him. Why he floored them! . See, he could talk

Italian grammar better than they could.
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Yes, he espoke better Italian than most the Itallans
in the area.

Yeh, see.

Right.

And 80 ¢e.8... that, that settled that argument right
then and there. When they a had, had first one a or two meetings
with him and when a the churceh finally got under way and a converted
a lot of Italian people.

NOW.+.8iee. prior to the building of St, Anthony's, there
were, were a lot of Italians, I understand, who became Protestant.

Is that se?

Yeh.

Why did they become Prostestant?

Aesc8e.s (hestiation). |

I, I don't think it could be because a there wasn't an
Italian Catholic Church because there wasn't an Italian Protestant
Church elther.

Yeh, and, and a the ones, the ones who turned, the ones
who who did turn them were Itallan preachers.

Oh, really?

And they goﬁ ase8es Lhey got the 1dea they would hear
the Italian language and they changed and the ones who changed were
the ones who didn't go +to churche.

Uh huh.

Mostly because I...I wen't say that every Italian be-
cause they didn't have an Italian church or priest to go to, didn't
g0 to church. An awful lot of Itallan people went to church whether
they understood the sermon or net. They went to church for the"simple
reason of wanting to go to church.

Yes.
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&nd..a... what Italians turned Protestant were the
enes who didn't go to Catholic Church anyway.

Uh huh, now.see..

Then on the other hand when St. Anthony's Church was
built and started, a lot of those who turned came back.

Uh hub. Yes, I, I had heard this. New, when they came
back, did Father Tucker go after them or did they come back of their
own volition?

Well...as I understand Father Tucker went around and
talk to quite a few of them but a lot of them came back.

Uh huh.

Because Father Tucker did make a big chahge’ in the
Itallan population of Wilmington.

Now, somebody put 1t to me thls way: that with the
start of St. Anthony's Church, the Itallans then felt proud.

Proud of their ewn church.

They felt they could hold their heads high because they
had their own church.

Had thelr own church.

Would you say this is a pretty accurate statemet?

I would say that was exgctly how it was and a whaﬁ made
them feel s¢ much more proud was that they helped to build the church.

Uh huh.

See? And they felt more proud when they, when they built
the school becauée that school was more voluntarily bullt than the
church was.

Yeh, well now, of course, there's a a difference of
some thirty years though a between.

Yeh.

The building of the school and the church.
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Yeh.

There's quite a few years ce.ec..

And they bullt thelr own club.

Right, yes. Now a, going back to the church and a
golng back to Father Tucker, what sort of things did He do a in
Little Italy here? Did aess.. what sort of an impact did he as a
man as well as a briest have on this community?

Well, he as a man did more than aﬁy priest we had at
St. Anthony's Church. He helped a lot of people - financially. He
helped an awful lot of people financially. If people - come time
for a Pirst Communion, Confirmation, you had to be dressed a certain
way, 1f the family couldn't afford it, he would see to it that they
were dressed that way because he even asked my wlife and I a.... if
we had our daughter old enough for ‘Confirmation because, you know,
after while they changed the law you had to be twelve years old to
raceive Confirmation. And just'a few weeks before Confirmation he
come past the house and the two girle were out on the street. "Are
you going to make your Confirmation?®™ "Yes, Father." "Well, how
bout you?®™ "Oh no, Father, I'm not 61d enough." "Who said so?"
She said; "The sister said I have to be twelve." He sald, “Yoﬂ make
your Confirmation with your sister." Then he sald to my wife he
says a, "Can you afford to have both of them at the same time?"

"Oh yes, Father, we can do 1t." And when he said that to us He had
been doing it to other people, too.

YeSeere NOWesasose

And so all 1little kind of thing like that and they're
not the only help he gave.

What 8.... were the a conditions in thls area say a

in the twentlies?
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Well, in the twenties the a conditions in thias area
was pretty bad, you know. We had an elghteen month depression, I
think from '21 - the latter part of '20 or '2t1 - to last about,
I don't know, anywhere frem twelve to eighteen months. We had a
depression then and a Just abeut time that got over we had the big
one in 1929, So conditions were pretiy bad anywhere in the twen-
ties.t1ll almost the forties when this other war started coming a-
round.

Uh huhe Now, with conditions being so bad, there cer-
talnly weren't teo many luxuries that people could afford.

Ne, there wasn't, no.

For themgelves or their children.

A.siaees good many of the people out here were on relief.

Uh huh, well new, course now, the relief didn't start
t1l1l about '31, '32, right?

Aceoes Yyeh. |

When Roosevelt came in.

Yeh.

How did they make out before <...a... the welfare was
put into a effect?

The.;.the... the ....a golng was tough for the average
8&.., poor family. The average was tough, the going was tough fer
the simple reasen that they had Jjust gotten over one.

Uh huh.

See? And a when you go through one, you're set back
quite a bit.

Yes.

And you hardly get out of 1t when the next one hit you.

Yes.
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Bo, that set you back again and the other one it lasted
from a - what '32 till about '39°?

'39 or ‘A1, |

‘41 almost,

When the war started then. _

80 the conditions were pretty bad all during those
years? They, they were hard years.

| Yes. Now I'm going te go back quite a few years new
and start asking some more questions about a then. A, when you were
s young man, I'm assuming that a there were relatively - I say re-
latively now - relatively few women here, Italian women, mostly men.
Is that true?

A.......... you mean immigrant?

Yes. |

Yeh, yeh, because so many of them, the husband came over
first and worked in order te make enough money te bring either their
wife or some -~ then one at a time, a child or if he had a little bit
of luck, he would bring two at a time - but a yes, a of the immigrants
there were mostly men.

How did they live? ‘

Well, they, they é they roomed. In those days they
lived with Italians and the Italian family that they lived with would
supply the room, do their laundry, and de their cooking for them. A...
they would pay to have all this dene. They would de their own buying.
Very few would go into a house with full room and board. I know that
for a fact because I, I know a lot ef them used to come to the store
and do their awn-buying andesees:

Uh huh.

And a my father had the store at that time and they would

leave orders that if my landlady comes and d¢ some buying for me, you
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give her what I tell, what I told her to buy, put it on my account.
I knew what they're - lot of men lived that vay.

Uh huh.

But they did thelr own buying and pald for 1t.

What did these men do for reecreation?

Oh, didn't de much of anything to safe money cause the
pay was 80 lew, They may, they may have played an occasional game
of cards, maybe for a beer or something like that. Now if they
gambled on the side, then that's, that's a illegal and it was some-
thing private only a, only they knew.

' Uh huhe NoOWeeoBaoo

But I do know that a the recreation for most of them was
very slim in order to save money to bring the rest of their family
over,

Uh huhe Was there ever any.«s2.¢s8..., Were there movie
houses or anything like that in a Little Italy?

Yeh, yeh, we had a movie place whére the Sons of Columbus
is.

Uh huh.

We had the movie house at Fourth and Union.

Uh huh.

Ace.e. several people used to come from Philadelphia
once or - anywhere from once to four times a year and give Italian
shows.

What, what sort of shows were they? Were they plays or
were they Qecsecee |

Well, sSOmCeccss

Variety shews, vaudeville type shows?

No, uhe.stthese it was, it was mostly arama and Sesee

vwhat wasn't drama was comedy but ..a..a... there wasn't teo much in

vt o b <
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the line of vaudeville.

Uh huhe. Where d4id they put thoge shows on?

Well, they put them on, they put some on tﬁe, the Young
Democratic Club, the Young Men's Democratic Club.

Uh huh.

Down there. They had them in Columbus Hall.

Uh huhe O.K. now, in the early twentles Mussolini was
coming to power in Italye.

Uh huh.

Héw did that affect the Italian community here?

Acosoas |

What was the general attltude tewards this?

The general attitude was very minor a.... fou had a
group..8... well,.. let's, let's put 1t this way: you have some people
right now believe in cemmunism, but it's a small greup - I mean a
small percentage compared to the rest of thée.....

Uh huh.

Of the population., But we had the same thing then, We
had a group that were dedicated to Mussolini, but it was such a small
minor, minority. But they, they were open about it. There wasn't,
there wasn't anything secret. They were open about it.

Welleoooao

We a, we knew a the populatien knew who they were, but
they were so few that they didn't do anything. They didn't amount to
anything.

Uh huhe. But what was the general attlitude about this?

I mean the people didn't look down on Musselini and didn't..... ‘

No.

Think he was a bad man. I, I was under the impression
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that they thought he was a good man. They thought a let of him.

‘Assses they pralsed him. They pralsed him sky high
until World War Two.

Yes, everybedy. But iIn, in the early twentlesescese

Yeh, yeh.

When he was coming into power he was very highly thought
of here. |

The, the people, the people who didn't beleng te that
group that I just mentiened had a hlgh regard for Musseolini.

Right! This 1s exactly what Qeceess

They had a high regard for him that he 4id a lot for
Italy.

Uh huh.

But then when he made Germany do to him what they did,
then they dropped regard right quick.

Right. Well, of course when this happened I think even
the people who were in this a ...

In this group.

In this groupe. I think it was called the Fascist League
of North America.

Yehe

I think this thing completely disbanded thateesss

That, that was the end of that.

That was the end ef that, yeh. Did this group ever a
gponsor any a sort of a social functions in «.c.8.¢0e

Well, now, that I don't know. I den't know. I couldn't
answer that, whether they did or not. That's so far back that I den't
remember 1f they ever did. That's publically I don't know.

Yes. Now, what a, what was 1t llke now when the Great
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Depression hit, when the, the stock market a...a... completely dig-
integrated?

Yeh.

Practically in 1929. What effect did it have here in
Little Italy.

Well, i1t affected .... at that time, why a the Italian,
the Italian descendant was starting to getting up in the world sa
little bit,

Uh huhe.

About that time and a we had lawyers, we had doctors. And
whatever they had invested, it, 1t hit them pretty good. A.... some
a mechanic a.... some tradesmen that had a pretty good job, he might
have had something invested, it hit him. A4nd a I think 1it, it made
qulte a repercussion to a let of people.

Well, how d4id it affect the man whe had to work for his
daily bread...a... 80 t0 speak.

Oh well, it affected him by being layed off.

In other words, he was out of work.

He was out ef work, sure.

How 4id he make out? How did he live?

Well, he a made out.like everybody elée dide He had,
he had to live off relief. ’

Well, a before relief, how did he live? How did he live?

Oh, oh, you mean from the time he got iayed off till |
the time he got relief?

Yes, well before rellef even came into the picture. Re-~
lief didn't come into the plcture until I think 19.....

Until, untll he got, until he got relief why he went
inte debt. He a probably had ae.... he had credit up until that time.
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He just extended his credit till it couldn't be extended any more,
and then he went on relief. Now here's what they did during the re-
lief. See... that a, they made, they madé a proprietor of a house
accept 1t. A4 relief would give a family nine dollars a month toward
thelr house rent and a the property owner had to accept that and
that's all the property owner got.

Uh huh.

See that? They got the nine dollars a month for their
house rent and a ... the occupant of the house got thelr share of
relief according to the size of the family.

I see.

See and a they distributed coal. They gave you 80 much
coal at 8eeessse fOor such a length of time., It all depend on how
big your family was. They give you quarter of a ton or a half ton
et a time. They gave clething and they gave you certificate to buy
food.

Ye8e.4s8..4 when World War Two started in 1941, what was
the general attitude? Neow, when World War One started, of course, the
United States and Itﬁly were on the same side.

Yes.

But with World War Two, the United Btates and Italy were
on different slides.

On different sides, yeh.

Yes, a.-how did this a affect Qeese

The people?

Yes, most ﬁhe people.

Well, a, it affected the people...a... by what happens
2.+ t0 my estimation now it affected the people by what happened at
a Pearl Harbor. See? That's what I think a....that a made the people
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a all for World War Two as far as the United States 1s concerned.

Yes, a they supperted the United States?

They supported the Unilted States one buﬂdred percent
on account of what happened at Pearl Harbor.

But how bout & this business with Italy? How did they
feel about that? What, certainly gecese |

Oh, yehe.

They, they had to have a some sort of mixed feelings
about this,.

They, they, they were mixed feelings but I would say
that the majority of the people in this country who were citizens
vere with the United States.

Uh huh. Were there any cases that you can think of
of people who a refused to go fight for the Unlited States against
Italy?

| To my knowledge, I never heard o¢f one,

Never?

There ﬁight have been, but I didn't hear of any.

Do you have any 1deas as te how many a young men from
St. Anthony's parish here went into the. service?

Ohecse |

Do you have any ldea at all?

Heh, heh, I'd say, I'd say the biggest part of the
yeung men went.

Yeh, but you have no idea as to the number?

I don't know. I couldn't tell you.

Uh huh.,

See, because I myself was too old for it. A.... 1941
that thing started I was forty-three. See? They wouldn't. take me
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and at that time I was werking.forvthe city and my Jjob was con-
sidered es- esgentlal cause I was working in the Wster Department.
It was an essential Jeb and I could have gotten, if I was involved,
I could have gotten a deferment.

Uh huh.

Aeees but giving an answer of how many boys went, I
really couldn't tell you. I could say this = it was in the hundreds,
maybe more.

Yeh.

Because an awful lot of young boys were taken.

Yes. O.K.'now, What impact would you say that World
War Two had on this community?

.......Well......'the only impact that I could reasen
if any impact at all would be that, that the family had tb give up
their, their sons.

Uh huhes..um.... what changes did you detect in this
general area after Franklin Roocsevelt came into office?

After Franklin Roosevelt came in? The ch#nges'(heh,
heh) it might be wrong to say, I don't know, bﬁt it made a lot of
changes. It made a lot of people didn't want to work any more.

Yeh, why, why was that?

Well.... the dole was given out. Theescd... WPA....3
day like today you didn't work. All you had te do was to go down
to your headquarters and say, "Here I am." You'd goc home and you
got paid for it. That's why we got such a high welfare now because
people think they ought to have it the rest of their life now.

Uh, did you find many of the people from Little Italy
here that a abused this sort of thing?

No, no, I didn't., Cause the peeple frem Little Italy
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they wanted to go to werk, They wanted steady work. They didn't
want this thing of 2 send me a card every nlne weeks, See? Re-
port such and such a place, put in six days worth ef work énd you
put in your six days and then you had to walt several weeks before
you got another card to go work again. See, they had to make the
rotation reund to everybedy. The Itallan people didn't want that,
Italian people they wanted work. See? And when a things got better,
the Itallian person he went t0 work. Céurse now, there's an exception
to everything. We do have some loafers.

Yes.

But when you count this thing as a whole, the Italian
person he wanted to go to work.

Uh huh. What were the, what was it like after the,
after World War Two ended?

In Little It#ly?

Yes. |

After World War Twoe? I'd say after World War Two things
kept plcking up. People bettered themgelves.

A, right after the announcement came that the war was
over, what, what happened up here?

Oh well, it iust....; bedlam broke loose, That was all.
A, church bells rang for an hour or more, People hollered out in the
middle ¢of the street. A, I remember one famlly here on Scott Street
say, "My brother coming home; my brother coming home." Just rejoiced,
everything. Naturally, they would.

Yese.

Now course the ones that didn't rejoice I suppese were
the ones that didn't have anybody coming back.

Yes, yes, I guess Just about everybedy was happy the
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thing was over, right?

Yeh.

Now, a, what would you say now if you had to pick out
ees8see Lhe blggest change or maybe the blggest changes that eccurred
from your earliest recollection untll now this time in Little Italy?

In Little Italy? |

And with the Itﬁlian pepulation, what would you say?

There's, there's, there's only one big change in th§
Italian nelghborhoocd in my time. The one that had the most impact
and I gave 1t to you before - the building of 8St. Anthony's Church.

That is the a..0000e

That 1s, to my mind, is the biggest impact on the Italian
colony of Wilmingten.

Uh huh.

It made Christiaens ocut of the Itallans in Wilmingten.

Uh huh.

It really did. And you know thai St. Anthony's Church
is well-packed. |

Yes, yes, it's, it's well-attended now. I've known
all my 1ife of having been very well-attended. A.... 1s there any-
thing else you'd like to add now? 1I'm sure you've had a lot of ex-
periences in you lifetime and there've been a lot of things that
have happened. 1Is there anything that you feel is noteworthy that
vwe might add te what we've already been over.

Well, I a, I think I covered things pretty good ...a...
I say the general feeling of the population was more cordial in the
early daye than 1t 1s new. A... t0o tell you the truth, I don't
think people are as cordial to one another as they were in the
older days. You could walk along the street and you could walk

past a stranger, "Goed morning, how are you?" "Good morning, how

oot s L N
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are you?" Aand you'd speak back. You'd walk along the street now,
you pasé a stranger. Nothing's said. You just walk past each other.
You find maybe one cut of a hundred speak to you - unless you meet
somebody you know,

Yes, yes.

Ses?

O.K; then. You think that pretty much cevers asceee

In, in my time I'd say so, yeh.

0.K. Fine,

(END OF TAPE)
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