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B e r l i n , Germany, ^ S l e i S s i e 2 8 , X933>. 

SUBJ3CT: 3IBL3 *ff3 ?RA9T 30"H2SY AT KAGDSBfftO^ OiESKAU* 

THS •0HORAB1K S^f 

W.S 3BCRETA8Y OF STATE, " 

3ASHING70H, 

SIS: 
I k f « the honor t o r e f e r to the 3»part«sent*8 

t«legr&» Ho, 111 i M r e s s e d to the ,jz»snaay a t B e r l i n , 

da ted September 9 , 1933, % P*K», In whlah the Be-

p a r t s e s t I n s t r u c t s the Sstbeeay to stelce r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s 

to the Gersmrj C e t e m s e n t wi th regard to the seiKuure of 

the p roper ty of %h% abo?e @entioiHi& Soc i e ty In Magde

burg. 

7he Consulate General M s r epor t ed 0ft t h i s scat ter 

frogi time t o time asd has had a aatioer of eonventaUone 

dur ing the l a s t tiir«e o r four sontha In the I r s s a l a n 

Hinls&ry of the I n t e r i o r , p a r t i e u l a r l y « l t h fi t e a t s * 

se&retar Qr&TOrt who. in the mam of she l i l n l s t e r 

P r e s i d e n t of f j russta , ls©ue& the decree of Ju»e . , 1933 , 

o r d e r i n g A &*« agoa the a i t i f l t i e a of th* Soc i e ty end 

t h s «K»»ftaxation of I t s p r o p e r t y . A« r e p o r t e d in p r** 

»ious 
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fiou* oeopotohes to the doporteoat on t h i s aubjeot , %fce 

raau.it of the ear ly oo&foraatioao wifcb §taatsaehret<3»r 

Grmtaart 1st to a promise to th« offoot tha t tho property 

would not be ooiafiso&tad* i t tha t time i t oaa j*ather 

d i f f i e u l t to obtain ouhataafciai oonoeasion© fro© tho 

?*uosia*i a o t h o r l t l e * « l t h regard to the property of 

tho ^atoh Towar Bihio i s i ?r&«st Society, as tha aub-

or&i&ate o f f i c i a l handlian t h i s g e t t e r in the Prussian 

J l ia ia t ry of tha In te r ior* I e ight s s j , was purauing 

the matter « i th a ee r t a ln faoatiafe w&ieh I t «as ax-

(seeding iy d i f f i c u l t to oo&bot* Soooui. Gaist has had ft 

isasiber of eoavaraatiotia with t h i s i tut i t lda&l, MlaJU. 

ater lal&lr igeAt £'looher# who ia & n&is of vary aggreaal te 

Watio&al s o c i a l i s t teteperaaient an t taifcea l i t t l e a#»oou&t 

of tho rooul t of hla asfciasa on foreign rel&tiooo* 

f laeher la diet i&otly ft m&n of the saw sohool <&»4 haa 

& &reat 4e»l to 4a with the earrylog out of tha Gotara* 

s a a t f s arbitrary program for oupprai-.- oa of a i i klo&o 

of opposition* Ha orders persona to eoooantratiozi 

©amps aii4 i s probably oaa of the aignesfc. a u t h o r i t i e s 

who 4e«i4e oo tfcaae <j»*estiotxe. l a i s 0old~bloo&e& 

mad «ua extret&lat, t a ry oarrow-©laded and hot i a pmraait 

of a l i &lad of oppoaitioa to tha groao&fe imfei*e* So 

has talcan tha a t t i t u d e that he oouid suppress a^f* 

thlog ha wished se re ly by h ia %oreu I!a uoes not 

l iaai tata to eodorse saethoda of t e r r o r if they w i l l 

oooomplioh tha a tea* For I n s t a t e t ha haa inalotad 

that 

raau.it
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th*% the Bateh Tower Bible ea t ?M«i Soelety get r i 4 

af a l l i t s fersownel u@w in Ms^&shurg; *£4 beoeuse 

these persons w r e not sent oat of the mountr? fust 

enough to su.lt hits several weeks ago t he thre^ eight 

©f thets l i t is prison, Afisong these «?ers p r i n t e r s . 

Hardeners, plumbers &«& general s re f t s sen esipl«y«s& 

In th* Magdeburg establishment* In a l l the #©n-

vsrsat iona tha t Consul 5e ia t b*»s ha4 with Ministerial** 

dlre&ent Fischer the l a t t e r has not been able to pro* 

4u«e any r e a l evidence fch&t the "•atfih tower Bible ana. 

t*r»-ft Society has been engaged i s subversive a c t i v i t i e s * 

f ieeber 1® s staanefa adherent of the now re l ig ious 

ssove&eat in Osraaay &»& i s among the rad ica l promo to rs 

of tbe new Oe-man Shares.* i e ae tes ta the tone i r 4 the 

s&hjeet n a t t e r of the t r a c t s of the ^atch Tower Bible 

and f rac t ttOsiety. He i s a s to len? an&i-eetsistiat 

and cannot endure the terminology &©ed in the 014 

Testa-sent* He abhor© for instance the- expression 

•Vehova1* and the sane® of the o!4 Hebrew prophets* 

fhe tracts- of the Society which hark back to 014 

testament concept of re l ig ion are incompatible «?ith the 

teachings of tbe new German Church* 

Consul Oeist 1® convinced that the baa placed upon 

t h i s Society l e due to eoapia in ts fro* r ad i ca l enthusi

a s t* throughout Gerffi&jay ^ho hold the M M f ives as 

Mia i s t e r i e l4 i r i gec t Fischer* 

i s the ;;epartee«t snows, the Sasasay, on the 2Sth 

of sap iaass r , seat a ne t* in the practises t o the Gsanaa 

Ministry 

su.lt
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Ministry f o r ?©relfna a f f a i r s pointing, oat that the 

ban plaeed apon the <fatah Tower Bible and f r ee t So-eiety 

and the salsure of i t s property m© an apparent vio* 

l e t i o n of Ar t i c l e XII of the t r e a ty of IMS t«t»ft*n 

the United s t a t e s and Sersaay. on *?©dneadey a f t e r 

noon, September £7th, a t A o^loofc^- tfonaul Gel a t 

mailed upon 3taatsae.£ret&r Grauert ia the r rusa lan 

E ln ia t ry of the i n t e r i o r and ©ade vigorous represen t 

a t i on? ®lth regard to the s t a t u s a t the «i*falr» of the 

^ateh fewer Bible ©tad ? rae t Society* Sta&tsaeicretar 

Gr&uert informed tha t the Prussian Ministry of the 

I n t e r i o r fetid had no knowledge of the note aent by the 

Subassy and Consul Geist who, an t i c ipa t i ng t a l e s igh t 

be the eaaa, toos % copy with him and allowed St&ats-

ask.re t a r Srauer t to read I t* At the same fcl»e Mr* 

Geiat l e f t an aide isesjoire with B^rr Grauert wniesh eon-

t&ined the p r inc ipa l points of the representa t ion* 

whleth ter# Geist made daring the interview* 

I t #as f e l t tha t i t waa aeeeaea ry to sake vigorous 

representa t ions and to t&sa ft stand with regard to the 

lm.ii whieh has been placed upon the a c t i v i t i e s of the 

Society, Consul fceiat reviewed a i l t ha t had happened 

to the I$eci€styj the o r ig ina l bats i*hlah urea f i r s t placed 

in Prussia on the a c t i t l t i e s of the soc ie ty and a f t e r 

a thorougfc ae&reh #& the pol ice agalm l l f t e 4 | the 

subsequent sei&urft of the whole establishment a t M&gde-

burg on «Tune ESth in a^coroance with the 4ecree then 

•promulgated by the Ministry of the I n t e r i o r ; the r e 

presenta t ions 

lm.ii
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arssea t a t ions »ad* by the ffonaolats Oaasrsl a t tha t 

time a as the promise of ataatssekrei&r Orauert not to 

tsmflnf*&lm the property; the subsequent hin&e ranees 

wfciah bast been placed la the way of the Society BO 

that avea with tha best intention® i t has been usable 

to safeguard i t s i n t e r c u t s ; tha l a se r se r s t ion ot 

lnnasent people w&e baee been subject to se ta of t e r r o r ; 

tli© amerous other hindsraoces urtiich hate baa a pissed 

in tha way of a free a d a l a l s t r a i l o n Q£ tha property. 

Consul Sal a t pointed out that ®li these a<*tioaa were 

a t l o l e t i o n of tha ?r*aty exis t ing between Qtraaay and 

the ha l ted s t a t e s , and tha t i t *ra& iaee i t ab la tha*. 

tha Aaaerioaa Cotermsent would hate &a take a ataad in 

tha protect ion of tha Mssiety'a I n t e r e s t s ; that i t was 

foreseen tha t the monetary damages wrisb hsd o&aurred 

would ao r ea l ly be the subject of an essniual o l a i s 

agains t the Ger&«*n Oo?em»eat; and that unless sosae thing 

were dona to safeguard etrery cent of the Society*• 

property no other conclusion oanld be drawn bat that 

the American f inanc ia l investments la Ganaasy were sub-

j aa t to a rb i t r a ry aeisure and that ©ash property was 

no longer safe la s a l s country. Caasui Gels* Osasadsd 

the fr^e and complete re lease of the property so that 

the Sosistjr 0ould a d a l a i a t s * I t in the f u l l e s t ©ease 

of She word* Consul CJelst pretes ted agains t the ban 

placed upom'-"lh* s o l i d i t i e s O: th« Society and said tha* 

the ??onanists General past hold ths ton i i iegsA so long 

a s the Society had been g l t t a as opportunity to defend 

i t s e l f 
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i t s e l f l a lifcie aour t s ; %$m% the a&isslsiB%m11re ee t ioa 

vhiah had been taken by the Tmx&nl&n Ministry of the 

I n t e r i o r m e regejfded as a r b i t r a r y aa4 wholly ^oatrary 

to the s p i r i t of the r reaty whlsh had been entered in to 

bet^sreea the two countries* 

Sfc&atase&petsr Sr&aert, wfeo i s a vt&^&able &an 

and & person of considerable in te l l igence and good 

f ee l ings , s a i l ed S i a i a t e r i a i d l r i g e n t Fie«her in to the 

eoaferea«e und observed to Mr* Fieaher that &e did so t 

believe i t was expedient for the Prussian M a i s t i f ©f 

the I n t e r i o r n to get lata a scrape5* « l th the ^s&eriaan 

Gsverm@e&t"over t h i s property* Ee said tha t the 

German a u t h o r i t i e s did not «»ttt a sent of Asieriean 

money snd ins t ruc ted Fischer to aend a telegram to 

Magdeburg to release the property mA 1 r e l y . Fischer 

objected, ha t S t ae t s s ea r e t s r Cruuert overruled him and. 

i n s i s t ed tha t the in s t ruc t ions 'be ca r r i ed oat e t once. 

the following rese rva t ions , however, were ©adej There 

i s to he no pr int ing done «hatevsr , &nd there i s to be 

no f ra f iag {beten)* This l a s t prohibi t ion sa&y sees 

to the &ej>arlfcent pecul ia r , and indeed 1% i s so, hat 

the reasons ere its fellows* ^ i n i e t e r l a l d i r l ^ e n t Fischer 

fears tha t %t the Society in allowed to use I t s chapel 

a t Keg&sbufg 1ST r e l i g ious services that t h i s pevea 

the -wey for secre t ass t ing* end persons was are jse&bers 

of the Bible Stttdants* Orgs&isaUea {Ernsts s iha l* 

foraaher** wi l l be eei»retly brought In such meetinge* 

I t jaajr be readi ly usa.erai.oo4 tha t t h i s prohibi t ion 

is 

usa.erai.oo4
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i s again a ?ioi«tior* of th« t r e a t y whl«h gu&4Muit*e* 

the *e%#reise of l i be r ty of ©onaaiense and fraedaa of 

worship" {&rtl*la I of tba ^ r e t a y ) . a o r t a l Getst 

objected to the a r r e s t 8oft detention of e ight employees 

of tba &of>iet7 and nat& franfely th^t I t *ra« regre t ted 

that the Ooeerfanent was -asing theae t e r r o r gseth*d& to 

present the Society frosi ea$loylj3£ poepla of I t s aheiee 

to loos, a f t e r it© physical property, 3t&atnae£ret&r 

Graeert g&¥« orders that tfcie should he stopped and that 

the people ahonld fee re lea sod, i*tae a^rfce&eat t ha t was 

f ina l ly reached wag that the property of the "ioaifet-y 

#as to he fu l ly released and that they were to be allowed 

to sake whateter d ispos i t ion of the i r en t i r e property, 

including r e e l a e t a t a and rotables , a© they saw f i t under 

the <*oa4ifelan that no printing, m e to ha done and BO 

siee t inge were to be held in the crhspel ar any other 

roe® of the •atsbliahiaent, 

i t i s not k&mm bow e f f ea t I t a ly t h i s re lease w i l l 

he effected* ?he Department ienows tha t the Semtn 

a u t h o r i t i e s s i« sot la 8 posi t ion to <fmro the radlaa l 

act ions of lo^al o f f ic ia l s* The Paiioe President a t 

£*gdebu?g i s a violent Tf&tlonal S o c i a l i s t who ha® aaat 

h i s eye upon the tremendous property oiwiad by the 
;*ateh tower Bible and r r ae t Society and who, i t i s he-

i leeed , has ^ofeted t h i s property for the ana of the. 

a tom troujm of tha t a l t y and wi l l ha te ry alow to 

©arry out the orders whiah hate been issued from Ber l in . 

In studying t h i s prafel«& the <?aasalat* Genaral i s 

of the opinion that a© subs t an t i a l proof e x i s t s that 

the 
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the -ff&tah ^oaer Bible t u t ? ra s t so*si#ty h&a fesss en* 

gage4 i s aubtffersife a c t i v i t i e s . , and that the pro

h ib i t i on whi»h e x i s t s against the Soniaby preventing 

I t from printi&$ i ts . t r a c t s i s a 'Violation of the 

?reaty» ?he author i t ies , eats* so have aonfaaed she 

a c t i v i t i e s of the so««ftlX«4 ?J@rM*s Bible iitaaanta 

with the '3*tab Tower Bible and ?r&«t Society, Daring 

the l a s t £0 years the Bible 3 taaea ta f organisa t ions 

hate been es tabl ished a i l ov^r Gansany &na these 

persons who are tetaowa as **&mate Blheiferaehsr" hate 

used the t r a a t s snd the iitei»ata.re pr inted in the 

eetabllsfcaents of the ""atoll Tower Bible and Treat 

S o e i e t j | I t i s fionoelvahle that the C*ersmn a u t h o r i t i e s 

-are en t i r e ly n i th in t h e i r owe r ight in forbidding 

see t ings of every fciad* They saspeet that «very 

eteetle^whiah i s not M&tional Soc ia l i s t |*ure and simple, 

l a In a posi t ion to harbor subversive e legants ; t h a t 

groups amy not gather oatensively f a r the purpose of 

studying the Bible* bat e imply for the purpose, of 

harboring saunter- revolut ionary eiestsnts* fhe f?onsujU 

a te General bel ieves t h a t , i f the cjeraan Goversmsat isere 

to taite a l i b e r a l view of t h i s pre bias* and allow a gala 

general ly the meetings of She Bible Sbudeats, in only 

a vary faw <?&aes w»aM tksaa organiset tana be s l i g h t l y 

&ffooted to harbor discontented aisasa$& i a i a t e a i %• 

the present r ev i se . Unfortunately the &er?§an 

a u t h o r i t i e s are not dispose* t o g i t * t h i s Baaisty * 

ohanos to r e - e d l t i t s mater ia l and eadsa?&ra to ex* 

purge i s 
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purg&ts froa I t s t r e a t s a l l referent* to po l t t los* Jf 

would be simple e«ougfe to tmnmr th# publ icat ions suid 

to forbid those from being $ir*ul*ted wfcieh the Censan 

a u t h o r i t i e s taiu exception, l a . But owing to the extreme 

r&dlo&iit*» of the Sat lonai ii«<wlei l e t s ihsaaeifes and 

t h e i r absolute intolerance of any other ideas b&% Ihe i r 

oe» wre&tee an int*ttBKftountfcbl« divergence between the 

teachings of the Society and the na t iona l s o o l a l i a t 

ideas . 

Seee r the less , with a taodlcuis of decency on the 

par t of the German a u t h o r i t i e s and aose considerat ion 

for the amount s f &oney infested by the Society i s 

Geraany, * way #©uld bo found to •How the 'vsoetety to 

p r in t the l i t e r a t u r e «hloh i t d i s t r i b u t e e l a other 

countries* I t »ust be re*g*&bered tha t the plant in 

Magdeburg ,was equipped to p r in t for the rhole of 

Europe and not only Gersany. The iter&an a u t h o r i t i e s , 

howeter, ha?e aevcr been in a s t a t e of silnd to *on$id*r 

anything e l se but «bssoiut© annih i la t ion of t h i s 

Society In a l l t t e a c t i v i t i e s In t h i s country; nor has 

ths Consulate General a t any time found the Gersasn 

a u t h o r i t i e s b i l l i n g to t«.ke * moderate vie** of t h i s 

problem If the Consulate Gener&l ia able to effect 

the re lease oi* the property in the partner yesterday 

ordered fey ths Prussian Klnictry of the I n t e r i o r , i t b e . 

l i e fee that for the present i t oan accomplish nothing 

fur ther fo r the ' istsb ?ower Bible a n t Tract Society. 

I t i s thought by t h i s time tha t the l>e partisan* 
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ha© liu&n in a pealtloB la exaisiae the l i t e r a t u r e whioh, 

hae fee«o &»n% bjr t h i s of f la t* an mtomi of rthinh the 

ban ii&fc bee» placed, ftiid to be able to fersaul&te ft 

def in i te stand with regard to t h i s n a t t e r . I t A.® the 

opinion of the 0o&siuX&te Oejtteral that ue&er the Treaty 

the Gerraan Government i s abliged to allow the socie ty 

to ftontlnue I t s pr in t ing and to u t i l i s e the inves t 

ments ftmde in th ie «eu»try, go long as i t ? Lola tee no 

ia«a here in l a w e , 

There i s enolc-'jed herewith a eopj of the Aide 

Meaoire ^hi«h Canattl Oei«t l e f t with Sta&taeekratdr 

Greuert yeeterday a t the eloa«s of hi© interview* 

t s * p o * t f u i l y &3MF& 

George S* Measerssaita, 
.aaerteaa Consul General* 

Sswtloa&Wft 
Aide !*etaoire. 


