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The e o n f l i e t between the t » e n t y - s l £ h t F r o i e s t a i i t eh urea 

o r g a n i s a t i o n s In Gemany and the H i t l e r Government r ega rd ing 

the e s t ab l i shmen t af a United P r o t e s t a n t Chureh. f o r a l l 

Oersaaay has eofss, a t l e a s t o u t w a r d l y with the prasuigatloa 

of the C o n s t i t u t i o n of the new German P r o t e s t a s s '"hurah whlea 

tooic pl&ee on J u l y I s , 1933 , to a s a t i s f a c t o r y sona lus ioa* 

"'hen, a s was r e p o r t e d l a despateh I©, 1413 of Ju ly 10, 

1933, frosi t h i s Consulate Gene r e l a the P r u s s i a n M i n i s t e r of 

C u t t u r s , Bust , appointed a head esmtsissioner f o r the P r u s s i a n 

P r o t e s t a a t ffhurehes, t h i s was g r e e t e d by s s t o r a of p r o t e s t 

frees the g r e a t s a s s af the a l e r g y a s wel l a s fro® tii© s&jor i ty 

of those she ha te always ta&en a e t i v e i n t e r e s t in ehureh 

s a t t e r s * The pub l i e p re s s whieh I s e n t i r e l y e o n t r o i l e d by 

the p re sen t regime publ i shed only aiaall iteifis i n d i e s t i a g the 

r e a l sent iment aeong the P r o t e s t a n t s * On the o t h e r hand a o s t 

of the p r e s s a r t i c l e s con ta ined e n t h u s i a s t i e app rova l from 

members of Na t iona l S o c i a l i s t o r g a n i s a t i o n s , t h e p r i n c i p a l 

Sat leasJ t i>o« ia l i s t s p i r i t u a l o r g a n i s a t i o n , t he "Certwji 

C h r i s t i a n s " was so bes ieged with a p p l i e s t l a n s f o r sieiabership 

t h a t i t had to e l o a s i t s r a n i s t s aew admis s ions . Mast of 

these a p p l i c a t i o n s were, however, sade by people WHO, a s i n -

diet* tad 
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diss ted by mv&£%.&& Jr» Schoaaltsr In an a r t i c l e in ths 

"Ber l ins* t a g s b l s t t " #£ July 14f 19W>9 neve* had aer ious l f 

in te res ted themselves in church matters before •!• even had 

seen the inside of a church f a r years , 

AS was to be expected the appointment of s t a te om-

aissiOBers f a r the Prussian Churches did not end the 

na t iona l s o c i a l i s t onslaught an the Protes tant *!huraheB» 

On June 88, a ray Corps Chaplain Huller* H i t l e r ' s represent 

a t ive and p l e n i p o t e n t i a r y in Church mat ters , assumed 

leadership over the German federat ion of Protes tant Churches 

and appointed attb-AO&ealsaioners for nearly a l l of the 

Protes tant ^hnrah organisat ions outside of Prussia , a l l 

of the s t a t e aosftRii^sioners including those appointed by 

the head commissioners f a r Prussia , • t t a ruey-a t - i aw J£L$er, 

were aaa&ers of the r ad ica l National i o o i a l i s t r e l ig ious 

organisa t ions , that i s , the desman Chr is t ians*, whose a l a s 

and methods wars explained in previous despatches of t h i s 

Consulate General. k% the ^ r i t ^ e a l moment, on June &0» the 

President of the Heich# van Kindsnhurg, a f t e r a personal 

conversation with Chancellor F i t i e r , sd*1 re.seed a long l e t t e r 

to H i t l e r in which ths t s t e r a n Pre aidant isade a strong plea 

for a sett lement of the dispute agreeable fco both the 

National S o c i a l i s t s and the conservative Thurch elements. 

The 'President said in h i s l e t t e r : 
BSa»eroua telegrams and la t t a is addressed to »e show 
that tha Ivanea l i aa l Chris t iana of Genaany are deep
ly s t i r r e d by t h e s s a a n f i l e t s and by anxiety for 
tha Inner freedoa of the Church, Fross ths continu
ance, l e t alone ths axacerbafcion of theaa condi t ions 
the gravest iaaage rauai r e s u l t to our people and to 
the fa ther land, as well a s Injur, to our na t iona l 
gnit jb 

From sty discussions of the as questions with you, 
yesterday, I Know tha t you# Kerr "hanceilo*, have 



the f u l l e s t understanding of l i t i s a n x i e t i e s and 
are prepared to cooperate toi»ar& renoa^i i iag 
these oppositions1*. 

f&t» l e t t e r which was the President* s f i r s t important 

in tervent ion sinne the advent of Hi tier*!* Government offered 

H i t l e r an excel lent chancs to suppress in part the aver 

zealous ' 'Glelchachalt t tag* e f fo r t s of the Gereaa fthrletiiins. 

fhs danger w&s Indeed considerable that n a t i o n a l i s t i c 

enthusiasm ^sould do i r reparable bars to what I s termed 
wthe »o«t d i f f i c u l t end de l i ca t e problem with whî fa the 

leaders of the new regime have «e yet been coafrouted*. 

The in ter ference of limu&erable Government appointed sad 

also self-appointed, ••osttisftioaere" in pr ivate en te rp r i ses , 

the farcied coordination (Glelohsehaltung) ftf various in 

d u s t r i a l a s soc ia t ions , as a lso the dismissal of Rugenberg 

and h i s c&pi te i i s t followers, had created sissy aevei-e 

c r i t i c s of the l a t i o a e l S o c i a l i s t i c regime so that the ta lk 

of a "second revolution"* wee a t i t s height . At tfais mmmnt 

H i t l e r aM h i s advisors did not dee® i t expedient to add to 

the many c r i t i c s of h i s econotaisftft policy also powerful Ad

versar ies in « s p i r i t u a l a a t t e r . H i t l e r , therefore , 

answered Bindenburg*s appeal fo r ft peaceablft settlement of 

the church conf l ic t in ft &ost conci l ia tory Banner, assuring 

the President that the Ststft would bring no fur ther pressure 

to b«a# siid t h s t the work of es tab l i sh ing a United r r o t e s t -

and Church would be ftsrapleted in ft very short t l a s . 

the srorit of drawing up the cons t i tu t ion of the German 

Protestant Church progressed rapidly and oh July liith tha 

represen ta t ives of the Federation &et in the Federal 

Ministry of the i n t e r i o r and through the south- of Rev. Br. 

Karahrens 



— <* » 

Marahrens p r o c i a i « e 4 t h e new c o n s t i t u t i o n * The document 

dees nsfc d i f f e r very much fro© the d r a f t c o n s t i t u t i o n 

o r i g i n a l l y prepared fey the t h r ee r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of the 

"harch on June 0 , i f 33* This «ay fee taker* a s a proof of 

the f a s t t h a t the Genaan C h r i s t i a n a t a t e cosss ias ioners 

d id s a t b r ing p re s su re to b e a r , a t l e a s t , an the drawing 

up of the c o n s t i t u t i o n * Only l a the h«*ste wi th which 

the u s u a l l y slow mowing church appai-atus worked, in t h i s 

s p e c i a l ease was p o l t i t i s a i p ressure n o t i c e a b l e * The 

p r i n c i p a l a u t h o r s of the c o n s t i t u t i o n s r s j Sr* Kepler , 

Dr* Marahrens and Dr» Haass* the th ree asn chosen a s r e 

p r e s e n t a t i v e s of the ES German P r o t e s t a n t Citarehes Joined 

in the f e d e r a t i o n of German P r o t e s t a n t cj&arohes* The 

c o n s t i t u t i o n of the Uni ted German P r o t e s t a n t Church was 

accep ted unanimously and b e a r s the s i g n a t u r n s of the r e 

p r e s e n t a t i v e s of each of she 28 Gerssaa ffrotestant churehss 

and * l s o the s ignature© of the Cosusi*siOfier «J!iger and 

H i t l e r ' s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e , s a t . HUller* "Zlth the s ign ing 

of the c o n s t i t u t i o n the s t a t e commissioners were w i t h 

drawn. 

TKS GQgSglTUTIOS OF THa* UfflTSP GiaiAS PROTEST*gI CHgRSH. 

In conformity with t h s •terwhsletting major i ty of a l l 

German P r o t e s t a n t s the newly founded Geraan P r o t e s t a n t 

Church has c h i e f l y l u t h a r a n c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s , i . e . the 

o f f i c e nf a Fede ra l Bishop I s s e t up. fBishops a r e e n t i r e l y 

unknown to the P r e s b y t e r i a n c o n s t i t u t i o n s of the iieforssed 

Churches ) . Bowover, the indepenaenoe of t h* Reformed c reed 

i s f u l l y guaran teed and the suae r i g h t s and p r i v i l e g e s are 

conceded to i t s b e l i e v e r s . 

The 
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The &3 regional churches which sr« now united in 

the &eraan Protes tant Church re ta in t h e i r Ident i ty* A 

oe r t a i a auaber of small adjoining ekurofa organise t i on a • 

a l a l i a * in charac ter and s t ruc ture ©ay as un i ted ; but 

the majority of the ex is t ing church • rganiaa t ions i s to 

resiain» Their posi t Ian of f u l l Independency however, 

disappears, '-?hereas la the Federation of German Protest-. 

ant ^harc-hea* the predecessor of the (Mermen Fro tea t ea t 

f.harofc, the d i f fe ren t regional Churches were looeely 

jollied to an lnteraonfeeaional organisat ion with ?®r$r 

l imited powers, in the German Protectant "hurch the 

regional Churches are only d i s t r i c t s of $m united "hureh. 
» ! • » • • • 5 f c w W * M l — W — W W • u M—Wp—in..| I i v — - * * i.T.niwrw.Ti .inwmm**lm#>i*i*m> . inn. I — W W ^ I I i l ium 

the German Protes tan t Church has the r ight to issue 

guiding regulat ions according to which the regional 

Churches must draw up theUr cons t i t u t ions ; so tha t the 

cons t i tu t iona l •©nforalty between the d i f fe ren t churches 

i s assured, ?hs guiding regula t ions sus t » e t t however, 

Inter/rffere with any be l ie f pecul iar to a regional tfcurch. 

,*slde from the differences of #reed exis t ing between 

the d i f fe ren t regional Churches there are reasons of 

c u l t u r a l and p o l i t i c a l nature why the .federative systess 

has h«en adhered to* AS compared to the universal 

uniformity of Catholicism the a b i l i t y of Froteatantistn to 

adjust i t s e l f to loca l cu l tu ra l condit ions has been a 

ce r t a in advantage, fha reg ional Sta te "hurchaa i s Germany 

have in four hundred years of aevelopeami adjusted theea-

aelvea to loca l c u l t u r a l p e c u l i a r i t i e s and a severing of 

these bonds would grea t ly waaxen these Churches* Besiaes 

Oeraan fro tea tan t i e s h*,® in the past been an important 

political 
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pol i t i ca l bond between Ssn&any and o t h e r c e n t r a l Suropsan 

countries in which the** i s a s t rong body of * y 0 t e s t a n t s . 

i n f a s t t h i s i s probably the only bond between Qeraany 

and these • o u n t r i e s , which, in these t r o u b l e d t imes , s t i l l 

e x i s t s * Such State® a re Fin lend* the B a l t l * S t a t e s , 

•"zecboslovajcia. Hungary »»d Switzer land* 

t o the ®er»ana l i v i n g o u t s i d e of the German h e r d e r s , 

both a s r a c i a l m i n o r i t i e s i n ne ighbor ing s t a t e s and a s 

emigrant a i s o t h e r c o n t i n e n t s , Ger&an Pro tes t an t i se* has 

been one of the s o a t impor tant connect ing l i n k s with the 

Fa the r l and , These German r r o t e s t e n t s o u t s i d e of Germany 

a r e not connected with Geraen P r o t e s t a n t i s e i n g e n e r a l , 

but have tnrough h i s t o r i c a l development a a l n t a i n e d 

s p e c i a l l y s t r ong r e l a t i o n s to one or the o t h e r of the 

r e g i o n a l Churches, mostly wi th t h e 3ef erased ones . They 

would c e r t a i n l y s i s t r u s t dea l ing with a c e n t r a l P r o t e s t 

an t Church savour ing of S t a t e and e s p e c i a l l y Nat iona l 

S o c i a l i s t c o n t r o l * bu t *rouid cont inue c o l l a b o r a t i n g with 

the r e g i o n a l Churches* 

l e a d i n g o f f i c e r * of the d i f f e r e n t r e g i o n a l Churches 

a re to be appoin ted only a f t e r g e t t i n g in touch wi th the 

c e n t r a l a u t h o r i t i e s of t he Gerssaa f r o t e s t e n t Church 

aaj .?10S OF '"HUB-CK ASS STATS* 

A remarkable change of a t t i t u d e i s n o t i c e d in a l l 

a r t i c l e s of the c o n s t i t u t i o n d e a l i n g with the r e l a t i o n 

between S t a t e and church* The ""hurch i s to abandon i t s 

n e u t r a l a t t i t u d e towards tn* S t a t s and i s t o a c t i v e l y 

coopera te with the S t a t e i s educa t ing the youth and ad

m i n i s t e r i n g to the s p i r i t u a l needs of the n a t i o n . Sever- . 

t h e l e s s 
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the l e s s the as* Church la not ft Sta te Church I * 

All fears that the otatft would i&pose i t s soveieignty 

alao over Shurcfa i n s t i t u t i o n s tad the Church nx^ed for the 

Koaeat seeas dispelled* The independence of the German 

Protes tant Church i a guaranteed by the cons t i t u t i on , the 

only author i ty whioh the Church, according to the con

s t i t u t i o n , need acknowledge i s the Coapel &a i s la 14. 4o*a& 

in the ueriptureft* 

One of the pr incipal effect© of the establishment of 

a United German Protes tant church i s that not* the State 

has to deal only with one representat ion of German J-rotest-

antlsm# and that the t r e a t i e s 'between the Church and the 

a t a t e w i l l not any longer be concluded with a big number 

of l«rge and small Churches, having diverging i n t e r e s t s , 

but with one German Protes tant Church, H i t l e r has frequently 

expressed the viewpoint that he would prefer dealing with 

one Pro tes tan t Church Just l ike he can deal with one Catholic 

Church, i t i s se l f -evident that from a p o l i t i c a l viewpoint 

t h i s ft* of g rea tes t importance, tfhe educating of the youth 

to na t iona l S e c l a l i s t s idea ls can, according to many National 

Social ists® only be accomplished with the ass i s tance of the 

Church, and i t w i l l be eas i e r f o r the State to gain control 

over one Qhurch than over twe*ity-eighfci 

no RACIAL aiscHiiuifiiA?ios is .TTS GSMUS PROTSSTAKT CHURCH. 

Much to the chagrin of the Geraaa Ohriat iane the con

s t i t u t i o n eontains no clause excluding Non-Aryans frora the 

German Pro tes tan t Church, fh t • fe ikis^he Beoba en te r" , 

o f f i c i a l ftrgaa of the Rational Soc i a l i s t par ty r a the r laae iy 

excuses t h i s otaissioa. I t aaya l a I t s ed i t ion of Jaiy 13 th: 

•Aft the new Oeraaa Pro tes tan t Church l a not 
a Sta te Church, the cons t i tu t ion contains no clause 
excluding ion-^ryana. fhe exclusion of Son-Aryans 
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is a national necessity, %h% constitution of 
the Sew "feifcRih IS determined te$ the Gospel &nd 
follows r e l i g i o u s necess i t i e s* t h i s doss not 
seen that the influence of * strange race 
espec ia l ly among tb« leaders of the Church »ay 
not be cons*tad* Racial puri ty asson# ths ^hurob 
leaders can only be a t t a ined by careful ly 
se lec t ing the candidates far the theological 
sa i l ing* ?his I t the paint regarding which the 
rroteaiaAtisw •£ the eat i n world especia l ly 
that of the Anglican countr ies suet t ry to un
derstand l . « , ths h i s t o r i c w i l l end the 
Chris t ian earnestness of Gerean Frotest&fltis©*w 

fhis la c l ea r ly * defeat of the Oenaan Chr i s t i ans . A 

defeat Wbieh may not as considered f i n a l , because i t i s the 

?ery essence of K&tlonal soc i a l i sn to try to bring a l l 

temporal and s p i r i t u a l organisation*unuer i t s con t ro l . 4 

conf l i c t with both the Protes tant and the C&tbolio Church i s 

ce r t a in to a r i s e when the nat ional S o c i a l i s t i c Government, 

«w i s a part of the program, issues r a c i a l and eugenic 

oarriaga lawa di rec ted pr inc ipa l ly against ca r r iages between 

jews and Germans* Sees discrimination in car r iage i s eaa-

t rary to the doct r ines of both the Catholic and the »rofcfcstant 

"huroh and i t *oul& be tho end of independent re l ig ion 11" 

fee Churches would in t h i s a c t t a r bow to the £tats* 

rma oaGjai^Tias OF TH* GJSHJUB l'ao'fssTAST *mi>im, 

?he new Church consists of the following principal 

elements: 

Z A Federal Bishop 

XI A Spiritual Cabinet 

III A Sational Synod 

XV .Advisory Chambers 

?he Fsasrai Bishop; it the head sf the Church is a Federal 

Bishop of the Lutheran faith. ffs is to personify the unity 

of the spiritual life of the rational Churches and is to 

insure 
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insure a unlforsi leadership of the Oers&an Protes tant Church* 

At regular i n t e rva l s he i s to cenfe* with the leading off icers 

of the regional churches. The le&erai Bishop appoints and 

diataisaes the of f icers a l the Strata* lrot«*ataat Thurelu {Art. 

a f a r . 1 and £)• 

The s p i r i t u a l leadership of the fed mi Bishop f inds 

i t s expression in the feat that he i s e n t i t l e d to undertake 

a l l s p i r i t u a l min i s t r a t ions , he i s e n t i t l e d to preaohf to 

g*ak© proclamations in the aaeie of the German Protes tan t 

Church and to proserin* spec ia l pen i t en t i a l and f e s t i va l 

services (Art.S.S* 

?he pr inc ip les of leadership , i . e . the pr inciple that 

one leadsv i s responsible fo r the whole of the •nganl£st ion 

entrusted in h i s c a r e t which i s one of the leading pr inc ip les 

of Fiationel Socialism, has seen included in the Church con

s t i t u t i o n . The powers conferred upon the Federal Bishop a re 

the most fa r reaching ever conferred upon a Oaraian P ro t e s t 

ant prelate* Also in accordance with the p r inc ip le* of 

lee derail i f there i s the s t ipu la t ion that the Federal Ms-hop 

i s not to be e lected but i s to be proposed by the heads 

of the regional Churches in conjunction s?ith the Sp i r i t ua l 

Ministry and thereupon appointed by the National Syno4# Of 

course, everything al&gea on the personal i ty of the federal 

Blshopf and no prophecy regarding the future course of the 

German Protes tant Church can be Made u n t i l he i s f i n a l l y 

appointed. 

TBS SPIRITUAL r»BISST 

?he Federal Bishop i s a s s i s t ed bj a Sp i r i t ua l Cabinet 

which, undejr the leadership of the Federal bishop* d i r e c t s 

the Gsman Pro tes tan t Church and Issues *harch laws. The 

hers 
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-embers of the S p i r i t u a l "abiaet are appointed by the 

Federal Bishop, fas S p i r i t u a l Cabinet s e a a i s t s of three 

theological aeabersi and one ne&bsr learned in lew* ;(he' 

three theological aember© represent the three ©reeds united 

i s the 'Frotestant Church, f i s , j the Lutheran, the Reformed, 

and the United creeds. ?fae ©embers of the Safest educated 

in law hold the off ice of legal adviser of the &*vange i l e a l 

church of the Old Prussian Oaion which l a the l a rges t of 

the rag local Churches. This i s a s imi la r tee*, sure as h^a 

been adopted ia the Ksich where a l e s a siesiber of the 

Federal Cabinet {Minister Goeriag) serves »e l i a i s e s of f icer 

to the Prussian c&binet* 

ffig HaflPKaL 5CT0P. 

"the parllassentrey idea of representat ion has through 

the events of the past t«**o years been much d i sc red i ted in. 

the eyes of the Geres a people, i t ^ i s therefore to be ex

pected that the parliamentary idea would be contained ia 

the hew Church cons t i tu t ion only l a a very d i l a t e d form, 

The representa t ive body of the Germ a Protestant Chark 

la the "National Synod 'mnd cons i s t s of 60 members of whieh 

tv*o th i rds are delegated fey the regional Churches out of 

t h e i r synods* ffee refraining t h i r d of the members >t the 

Safcional Synod wi l l be appointed by tht Geraaa Protes tant 

Church out of S nu&ber of persons -ho have rendered e s 

pec ia l ly valuable se rv ices to ths Church. The exact de» 

t a i l s of t h i s procedure and the d i s t r i bu t i on s f the regional 

Church I s t e be regulated fey & specia l church law* The 

©embers of the National Synod hoLA off ice for s ix years* 

The Satioa&L Synod mast convene a t l eas t once annually* 

fan cons t i tu t ion provides tha t a i l young and ac t ive 

forces 
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foresee within the ftsraen Protes tant Chureh sha l l fee feivea 

special considerat ion I s the forcing of the Saslo&al 

Synod* ?hl« say be ta*sa a s an indicat ion that the Semen 

Chris t ian* wi l l be prominently represented in the National 

Synod, no n a t t e r how anarch e lec t ions should turn s a t . 

PT1S0RT OUMBSES, 
*mimmmtimmm*Mmi*mmmmm**nimi m u m — — m a m 

?he fourth Institution of the new Church, the sdvisoxgr 

chambers are to co l l ec t a l l the construct ive and v i t a l 

powers In the f r o t e s t a a t ~hureh &n& give them the p o s s i b i l i t y 

to aoeperata c rea t ive ly in helping the Church f u l f i l l I t * 

duty to people and S t a t e . The advisory eh&sibers are t» ad

vise and a s s i s t the S p i r i t u a l cabinet in a l l matters wn«re 

an intimate cnowledge of a specia l subject i s ascess&ry, 

and they are to be a sens i t ive eedlum between the Spiritual 

•"abinet and the current of opinion aesong the Church me&bers. 

Row the advisory chambers art; cons t i tu ted and her they are 

to function i s sot s ta ted ' in the cons t i tu t ion . Host li&ely 

they wi l l be chambers for the r e l ig ious education of the 

youth, s o c i a l welfare, church la®, etc» etc* 

TRrl TiURCH SLJEffriOg. 

7he pr incipal condition under which the National Soc ia l 

i s t Government permitted the Pro tes tan t Churches to found 

a United proteatant ^hureh alone aad without Interference 

was that the *apz<esentative bodies of a l l the £d regional 

Churches should be newly e lec ted . The .National Soc ia l i s t 

hoped that t h e i r proteges *Tne Geman Chris t ians" would ra» 

ceive a majority in these e lec t ions and that they thereby 

could get the German Pro tes tan t Church under t h e i r con t ro l . 

the representa t ive bodies of the Evangelical Church of the 

Old Prussian Union, the l a rges t of the §mmen Protes tant 

Churches, a re 

M 



- 12 -

1) State iynod 

21 , Provinela l Synods 

2M Di s t r i c t Synods 

4) Parish Councils. 

l a the grange I l e a l church ef the 014 Prussian Union only 

the lowest representat ive body, the Pariah Council*, i s 

d i r ec t ly e lec ted by the Church s t ap le ; the higher represent

a t ive bodies are ind i r ec t forms of representat ion and are 

elected by the weathers of the next lowest representa t ive 

bodies* In a few of the 28 regional Churches a lso the 

higher bodies are d i r e c t l y e lec ted; but t h i s i s not the 

rule* 

fh% e lec t ion of new l a r l s h Councils took place an 

Sunday, July £3 , 192&, a l l over Germany. Only two l i s t s 

of candidates «ere submitted to the voters* ThS ©a© t i c*e t 

«<a& that of the l&tional Socialist . "German Chr i s t i ans 3 , 

the other was the t i cke t supported by the ssajority of the 

clergy which bore the name "Gospel ana Church** in the 

t i cke t "Gospel and Charchnaat only the conservetive Church 

elstseata were united but a lso the young i n t e l l e c t u a l l y and 

soc ia l ly incl ined #rroup ce l led the ""Young .Reformers", which 

l a very powerful a®oa|f the re l ig ious youth. In the t i c k e t 

*Gesp«l and '^Church" a l l those groups were united which de

s i red to &eep ths Church independent free the Sta te end 

espec ia l ly froe na t iona l Soci&lias • The posi t ion of the 

t icket "Gospsl afld "humh* was fro© the s t a r t very d i f f i c u l t , 

as everything thai in &ny way slacks of opposition to 

1-atioaal Socialism ia nowadays looked upon with suspicion* 

In many sec t ions of the country the pre soars was so strong 

tha t the t i c k e t "Gospel and Church* wea shallowed up by 

torn 
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the wGersiaa Chriatl&na* and ft so-cal led ^United t icke t* • 

was forced which ©ade a vote unnecessary* The press was . 

completely a t the disposal of the *Geman Christ lens41 and 

in the press cos&paign which preceded the e l ec t ions Hit ler*a 

r ep re sen ta t i ves . Chaplain Mailer and J&ger, the f o n e r 

Prussian Caamissionersq v io len t ly at tacked iaaae opposed 

to the "Geraafi Christians** On June 16, the former 

Casslseloner Juger published & proclamation In the press In 

shich ha declared* 

"fha M«ti©.tml S o c i a l i s t S ta te could not suffer 
tha t large sect ions of Oeraan s p i r i t u a l l i f e be 
nea t l i e or even neu t ra l toward the na t iona l 
Soc i a l i s t State* fne National S o c i a l i s t S ta te 
lieuet he a ""Total S ta te" that ia a l l thing* 
whether s p i r i t u a l or mater ia l siust be subordinated 
to the fictional Soc ia l i s t Idea* This does not 
Siean that the Bi&tionai Soc ia l i s t S ta te wishes to 
rude re l ig ious l i f e by i t s laws but i t des i res 
that the Church wholly affirms the existence and 
necessi ty of t h i s S t a t e . *&lie respect ing the 
r igh t of s p i r i t u a l groups to hat* t h e i r own laws 
a l l s p i r i t u a l groups sus t uni te within the Sta te 

• as a higher unit** 

antsy corps chaplain Muller expressed h iase l f s imi la r ly 

and even (gore sharply: 

•One should not l e t on sel f be deceived, r e 
act ionary force* are a t «*'ork* K&ay signs prove 
tha t r ep re sen t s l i f e s of a churehdo© tha t i s 
strange to the German people bei ieva the t ine 
has co&e to stop the marvellous s p i r i t which 
fcas advanced she work af Church reform i a these 
l a s t days i*or what th^ae reac t iona r i e s s a i l 
t h e i r "conecienes aajss** 

Conservative leaders of the Fro tee bant church have 

been ftttacked in the press* For instance in the National 

S o c i a l i s t ftrgan the "Vselklsebf Beoo*<*h«ftr* of Jftly 17th 

the high ranking fend grea t ly esteemed Protestant Pre la te 

lev* Bolter Mb© l i a s was denounced a» • sen whs, wheft be 

spoke of the f!hur«h aeant hl» own lob and Church bureau

cracy. The a r t i c l e quoted ft recent ftftraon of Seta Bibei ius 

in 
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l a which he i s supposed to h&ve sa id t h a t the l e a d e r s of the 

p r e s e a t Crovtrmvent &r« l a s a t u r e in t h e i r t h ink ing »ri4 t h a t the 

Ooternstsa a sn t ed to r o t Chr i s t of h i e g o d l i n e s s &ad stake of 

b la a no rd l e superman, a t e . s r . M b e l i u s fur thermore i s 

supposed to ha le d e c l a r e d t h a t the Church d id not know the 

idea " n a t i o n " , t h e Church e x i s t s l o r a l l peop le s , tinder 

Ooternmsafc p ressu re t a s Church goes p a t i e n t l y along I t s way 

of s u f f e r i n g but the b a t t l e a r a i n u t i t s oppres so r s goes oa . 

'•Fight* i s the tsatoaword. Whosoever i s f o r godly J e s u s 

Chr i s t should g i t s t h e Co?erosea.t on e l e c t i o n day the r i g h t 

answer. • 

Xa eofctsaentiag on the ser&ori the "Voelkisohe Beobaohter** 

sa id t h a t 

K I u i a e r was & roan uatouoaad by the d i s e a s e of coasts* 
p o l i teniae*. He was German t o the l a s t * Luther e*ust 
be understood a s & aaa of h i s t ime; to-day he would 
speak d i f f e r e n t l y . Men I l k a Dr. S i b e l i u s had l o s t 
t h s Vlgat io I d e n t i f y themselves with Or. H a r t i a 
L a t h e r . The g r e a t Idea of t h e reformat ion su f fe red 
an i n t e r r u p t i o n with the dea th of Luther** 

This v i o l e n t p r e s s cotspalgn was accompanied *oy a d i s t r i b u t i o n 

of s t r e e t pamphlets and "ahorus-spesk l i ig" l a the c o u r t s i a 

which I t was advocated t o "k ick the Jews out af the 

I-rotes t e a t Church". The n a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s t s o rdered t h e i r 

P r o t e s t a n t p a r t y members to vote es swass*. s e v e r a l educated 

people -nho had t o t e d f o r the German C h r i s t i a n s r epo r t ed 

t h a t they d id not know what the whols e l e c t i o n was a b o u t , 

they had merely been t o l d t o ao M s 

OaRMAS CHEXSfXASS VIS lOMG'Sim* 

<iS was to be expected under the c i rcumstances the 

German C h r i s t i a n s p i l e d up a tre&en&oas t o t e and now hold 

a t w o - t h i r d s m a j o r i t y | i n the Churches in n e a r l y a l l p a r t s 

of Cereany.The p a r t i c i p a t i o n was u*&ny biases g r e a t e r than 
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tha t of former church elect ions* &any highly respected old 

Church leaders (also Br* Dibsllua) have already resigned* 

Many of those who had. voted had not seen the ins ide of A 

Church since the &&y of t he i r confirmation* (This fact was 

imported. conf ident ia l ly from & very r e l i ab le source)* 

OUTLOOK. 

5?he e lec t ions hate given ike Rational S o c i a l i s t s f u l l 

po*er over the German Pirates tac t "harsh and they wi l l 

ce r t a in ly try to throw off the bonds which the new Church 

cons t i tu t ion has imposed agon the®. ?;hem the power of the 

Bst lonal Soc i a l i s t s i a laor* consolidated i t i© f&ij&jr ce r t a in 

that ac t ion against baptised Jeffs e?il.l be taken. Many 

baptised Jews ia Berlin hate received by s a i l from unknown 

persons the pr inted forms *hioh aire used to give not ice of 

withdrawal from a Church co&ffiunity* Phat discrimination 

between so-cal led Aryans and Bon-Aryans is bound to cause ft 

conf l i c t of conscience in the hear t of a&ny en upright 

1 ro tes tan t Minister can well be imagined* Only under co

ercion wi i i the majority s i the clergy teach the f ana t i ca l 

r a c i a l doctr ines of the l a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s t s - The fear of 
t h e i r 

losing/' means of l i t l i h o o d , which under the present econoffiic 

condition in German i» the woat dreaded thing that can 

happen to an ind iv idua l , i s forcing eaen a i r o t e s t a n t s i n i s t e r 

to &©t d i r ec t l y contrary to h i s '"onscience* 
:l!ho #00rdination of the ^hurch s i t h the idee of National 

s o c i a l i s e wiH cause aany confl icts* In the a g r i c u l t u r a l 

sect ions of •srtaany, espec ia l ly idisaerania and £ iea? ig-

Eols te in the r r o t e s t a n t Church i s indissolvably connected with 

the steiabers of the former (eonservetlvo) German l a t i o n a i 

Party* The •oppression of th i s party has roused r.uoh 

opposition 
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opposition among the I sret*stant niergy of these d i s t r i o t s f 

and the pastors hate not been af ra id of a t tacking the 

£>ovem©ent from the pulpit* In the big Berlin Protes tant 

I 'arlahes (&tegl i tz , ?rle4enau* <4fearlottenba?g) the pastors 

have up to t h i s day denounced the rad ica l polioy of the 

Govtrnnsst fross the pu lp i t and SstioKai Soc ia l i s t sfcom-

troops have disturbed the ^hureh services* 

^hy the clergy i t ffo»battiag th« "nat ional See ia l -

i sa t lon* of the Churshes with suoh vigour i s in part ex

plained i f i t ha ra mas oared that tha Reform &lon was tha 

eo&aenes&eat of p o l i i i n a l aad s p i r i t u a l l iberalism* Tha 

faar i s therefore great that the Government, ay destroying 

11 be r a i l set in a l l It© forms, w i l l l a the end a lso destroy the 

I/rotestant ^hureh. National Socia l i se whiah in i t s e l f i s a Jtlnd 

of re l ig ion wi l l t ry to supplant a l l r e a l re 1 igloo* A«eo.ri» 

leg te the T*Baael National ..eitung" of July i t 9 tha uanger 

that I r o t e s t a n t i s a w i l l be degraded to which i s a t heat a 

pan-nordi© jey&ti«*ls@ i s very great* ?he aat&e paper points 

out tha t one .need sot look f a r to find svlaanoe that the 

Kational S o c i a l i s t s eonte&piate su^h a religion* ?he 

o f f i c i a l program of the National Socialist® {written by the 

present Secretary of 3t«te in tha Ministry of S*$oi30«i^s, 

Gottfr ied Feds*) eont&iris as one of i t s ehlef points the 

demand that ; 

"the &6i«(U) people ahouid have a form of per
ceiving and experiencing God that t h e i r nordls 
blood demands** 

I t f ina l ly should not be forgotten that o e r t a i a National 

Soc ia l i s t c i r c l e s s t i l l en te r t a in the plan of wsldlsg the 

"a t ho l i s and Pro tes tan t re l ig ion together in to a s ingle German 

be l ie f and thus to unite re l ig ions j u s t a s they did p o l i t i c a l 

par t ies* 


