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The coniliet between the twenly-sight Irotestant shureh

organizations in Gemany and the Uitier Covermment regarding
the establishment of & Unlted Frotestant “hureh for all
Germany has come, al least outwardly, with the pamulgatlon

of the Tonstitution of the new German Protesiant "hureh whieh

took plaece on July 18, 1933, %0 a satlsfactory conclusion,

réported Iln despateh ¥o. 1418 of July 10,
1955, froma this "onsulate General, the russian Minlster of
Culture, Rust, appointed & hesad commisslioner for the I'russlan
Protestant “hurehes, thls was greeted by & storm of protest
from the great mass of the elergy as well as from the majority
of those who have always taken sniive interest in chureh
matters. Theé publie press whieh 1ls entirely controlled by

the present regime published only amall ltems indleating the
real sentiment among the rrotestanis, On the other hand most

of the press artiecles o~ontained enthusizstle approval from

L)

members of Hational Sorlalist organiszations., The priaeipal
Bational Sonlalist spiritual organization, the "Cersan
Shristians® was s0 besieged with applieations for membership
that it had %o olose i1ts ranks Lo new admisslions. lost of

these applications were, however, made by people who, &8 in-

dieated




dicated by Reverend Dr. ‘chowalter in an srtisle in the
"Berliner Tageblatt®™ of July 14, 1938, never had seriously
Interested thomselves in oshureh matters before or even had
sgen the lnside of a shurenh for years.

is was 0 be expented the sppointment of state oL
missioners for the 'russian Thurehes did not end the
Bational soelallst onslaught on the rrotestant Thurches.
On Jume 25, irmy Corps Thaplaln ¥iller, Hitler's represent.
atlve and plenitpotentiary in “hureh maiters, assumed
leaderghip over the German “ederation of rrotestant Thurehss
and appointed sub-commissioners for nearly
Protestant “hureh orzanizations outside of
of the state sommissioners inaluding those
the head »ommissioners for Frussia, atlorney-at-law Jiger,
were seumbérs of the radlieal Hational Zoerlalist religlious
organizations, that ls, the "Cemman “hristians”, whose alus
and methods were sxplained previous Jespatohss of this
Tonsula ts General. 4t i ritieal smoment, on June 30, the
Fresideant of the Hindenburg, after a peraonal

sonversation with 7! ¥itler, addreased a long letter

to Fitler in whieh the veteran Fresident made a strong plea

for a settlesent of the dlspute agreeable to both the
Hational Sooclallets and the eonservatlve Thureh clements.
'he Freslident saléd in his letter:

"Ruserous telegrams and lebtters addressed Lo me show
that the Svangelieal Thristians of Cermany are¢ deep-
ly stirred by these eonfliets and by anxiety for

the inner freedom of the "hureh. Fros the sonilinu.
anece, let alone the exacerbation of these oonditions
the gravest damage must result to our people and %o
the fatherland, &8s well as injury to our natlional
unity.

From my discussions of these questions with you,

yesterday, I know that you, Herr Thaneellor, have

the




the Tullest anderstandiing of these anxieties and
are prepared Lo cooperate toward reasoneiling
these appositions”,

This lstter whieh was the resident's first lmportant
intervention asinee the adyent of Fiiier's Governsent offersed
Hitler an excellent chanee o suppress in part the over
zealous "Glelehsehaltung” e¢fforts of the Cersan "hristlians.
The danger was indeed conslderable that natioe

narm 50 what
"the most 4iffl
saders of the new regime have as yet been sonfronted®.
‘he interferencs of Innunerable Government sppointed and
also self-appolnted "eosmlissioners™ In private enterprises,
the foreed egordination (GCleiohsehaliung) of various ine
dustrial assoeladlions, as also the dismluas
his esapitalist followers, had erested many severe
the Xatione ioniailatis regime so that the talk
revolution” was &t its } it this moment
his advieors 4ld not deem 1t expedlient to add to
the many erities of his economiesal poliey siso powerful ad
yergaries in a spiritual satter Hitier, therefore,
iered Hindenburg's appeal It 2 psaceabls seitlement of
the ahureh oonfllet in & most eonellilatory manner, assuring
ent that th tate would bring no further pressure
that the work of establishing s . 6 »fﬁi@ﬁt‘
and Thureh would be rompleted in & very short iime,

The work of drawing up the constiiution of the Cerman

Protestant "hureh progressed rapldly and oh July 12th the

representatives of the Federation met in the Federal

Einlgiry of the Interior and Shrough the mouth of Rev. D¥,

Marahrens




Yarahrens proeclaimed

does not diifer very

originalily prepared by

Thureh on June 5, 1%33.
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The Z8 reglonal shurehes whieh are now united in
the German rrotestant Chureh retain their identity.
réaln sumber of small sdjoining chureh orsenizeti

gimilar isn eharsecter and structure say be united;

the ma jority of the existing shureh organizaiions

rexain. Thelir posiftion of full independencs, however,
disappears, hereas in the “ederation of German I'r:

“hurohes, the predecessor of the Cerman Frotests
Thureh, the different regional "hurehes were loose
Joined %o an ilantereonfessional organisation with
iimited powers, In the Uerman

nly disiriets of one united “Shureh.

issue
ulations sscording to whieh the rezlonsl
thely aonstitutions; so that the
sponformity belween ithe dlfferent shurehes
"he gulding regulations must not, however,
intergiere with any beliefl penullar %o a reglonal Thureh.
A8lde from the differences of ereed oxisting between
different regional "hurches there are reasons of
euitural and politieal nature why the federative systenm
hag been adhered to. 4is eompared %o the unlversal
uniformity of Tatholielism the ability of rrotestantism %o
adjust itself to lomal sultural eonditlions has been a
esrtaln adva ﬁé. The reglonal 5ta “hureheés iln GCermany
have in four hundred years of development adjusted ithen-
gsélves 1o loeal ecultural peeullarities znd a scvering of
theae bonds would greatly weaken these Churehes. Beslides

German Frotestantiism hse ln the past been an liportant

politieal




pelitieal bond bYelween Germany and other sentral furopean

eountries in whieh there is a sirong body of I'rotestants,
in faot this ls prodably ithe only bond betwesn Cermany

and these countries, whieh, in these troubled times, still
exists. OSush States are Finland, the Balile States,
feeechoslovakia, Fungary and Jwitzerland.

e the Bermans living outside of the Qﬁfﬁaﬂ‘bﬁfﬁﬁ?ﬁ,
both as raelzl minoritles in neighdboring States and as
emigrants in other eontinents, (Gersan Frotestantism has
been one of the most important oconneeting links with the
Fatherland, These Cerman Trotestants anﬁiiﬂ‘ﬁf Geraany
are not oconnected with Cerman rotestantiss in general,
bui have through historisal development malntained
speclally strong relations %o one or the other of the

reglonal Churches, mostly with She Heformed ones. They
would aertainly mictrust dealing with a “%entral Frotest-
ant T"hureh ssvouring of State and especially NHational
Goelallat eontrol, but would osontinue eoliaborating with
the meglonal Thurehss.

ilesding offieers of the different rezional “Thurches
are o be appointed only after getiing In toueh with the
esniral suthorities of the German rrofestanti Thureh
OF THURTE ABD STATE.
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remarkable shange of attituds is notieed in all
artieles of the eonstitution dealing with the relation
between State and Thureh. The “hureh is to abandon its
neutral attitullse towards the State and is to setively
eooperate wish the State in sducating She youth and ad-

ministering to the epiritusal needs of the natlon. Never-

theless
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theless the new “hureh ls not & State “hureh .

All fears that the State would impose ite soverelgnty
also over Bhureh institutlions and the “hureh ersed for the
moment seem dispelled. The independence of the German
Frotestant “hureh ls guarenteed by the sonstitution. The
only authority whieh the Thureh, aceordlng to the son-
stitution, need sexnowledge is the Cospel as is lald down
in the Leriptures,

One of the prinecipal effeets of the sstablishment of
& United Cerman Protestant "hureh is that nov the State
hag to deal only with one representation of German Frotlsst-
antism, and that the treaties between the Chureh and the
State will not any longer be soncluded with a big nusber

amall “hurehes, having diverging interests,

but with one Cerman Protestant “hureh, Hitler has freguently
expressed the viewpoint that he would prefer dealing with
one Irotestant Thurebh Just like he ean deal with one "atholle
*hureh. It 18 self-evident that from a politieal viewpoint
bthis is of greatest importanee. +he eduecsting of the youth

to Hational Coecialists ldeals ecan, aaeording %o many Fational

Joelalistem only be acoomplished with the assistance of the

Shureh, and 1t will be easier for the State to gain conirol
over one “hureh than over ftwenty-elzht.
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Kueh to the shagein of the German “hristians the Gon-
stitution sontalns no elause exeoludlag Non-iryans from the
German rFrotegtant "hureh. The "Vilkiseche Beobashter”,
offielal organ of the Hational Soelalist Farty rether lamely
exeouses this omission. It says in its edition of July 13th:

"is the new German Protestant Thureh is not

a Utate Thureh, the constitution coniains no eclause

éXeluding Non-iryans., The exelusion of Hon-iryans

is




is a natioaal neeesslty, the eonstitution of
the ¥ew "Bursh is determined by the Gospel amd
follows reilglous neecssities, Thic does not
mean that the Ianfluence of & sirange race
&a&aﬁimllg among the leaders of the Chaureh may
not be combated, Raclal purity awong the “hureh
leaders ecar only be sitained uy ﬂar&;u‘ié
selecting the candiidates for the theologleal
salling. This is the point regarding whieh the
Protestantiss of the entire world espeeclally
that of the ingllean ecountries must iry to un-
dgerstand l.e6. the historie will and the
"hristian earnestness of Cersan Frotestantlsm.”

*his 18 elearly a defeat of the German Thristians. A
defeat whioh may not be eonszidered final, beesause 1t is the
very essence of Hational Soelalism %o try %o bring all
temporal and spiritual orgacizailom unaer its sontrol. &
aonfllet with both the rrotestant and the Catholie Thurek is
sertain to arise when the Hational Soelalistle Government,
ag 18 a part of the program, issues ranial asnd sugenle
sarriage laws direeted prineipally agalnst marriages belween
Jews and Gersans. Hace diserimination in marriage is con-
trary to the dootrines of both the #ratholle and the Trotestant
~hureh and it would be the end of independent religion it

the "“hurehes would in this matier bow %o Lhe 25816
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’he new Thur~h oconsists of the following prineipal
glerents:
I 4 Pederal EBishop
il A Spiritual Cablnet
II1 4 Hational Synod
1V  Advisery Thasmbers

The Federal Bishop: 4t the head of the Thureh is a Federal

Blshop of the lutheran faith, He is to personifly the unity

of the spiritual life of %the rezional Churohes and is to

insure




insure & unifors leadership of the Germas Protestant “hureh.
At regular intervals he is (o eonfer with the leadlng officers
regional churches. 7The Pederal Elshop appoints and
oificers of the Cerman :rotestant “hureh. (irt.
1 and 2),
The spiritual leadership of the
its expression in the faet that he iz
il spiritual minlstrations., ¥e6 is entitic

make proelemetlions in the name of the Cerman Frotestant

4 2

Thureh andé to presaribe speelal penitential and festival

services
'he prineiples of leadershlp, l.¢. the prineiple that
oneé leader (s reupbnsible for the whole of ¢ orgunization
entrusted in his oare, whioeh is one of the lealing prineiples
has been lneluded in the Chureh non-
vers eonferred upon the Federal Bishop are
far resching ever conferred upon a GCerzan iIrotéest-
180 in seoordsnce with the prineiples of
mlation that the Federal Lishop
is not to be clee but is %0 be proposed by the heads
of the regional Thurehes in eonjunecilon with the TCpiritual
inlstry ané thereupon app
Federal
geaprding the future course of the

German ‘rotesiant esn be made unt he is finally

pointed,

piritusl 7abinet
ral Hishop, direets

“hareh laws. The

aernbers




nesbers of the Lplritual "abinet are appointed by the

Federal Bishope 7The Spiritual Tabinet consists of three

1

theologlenl membeérs and one member learnsed in law, The
three theslogieal members represent the three ereeds united

in the Irotesta Thureh, viz.; the jutheran, the Heformed,

g6t eduesied

& menber

serves »a llalson oifiner

¢

Tl Tt ! Ao # e era e nts 9 e + wanohk
rarllamentray ldea of representaiion has through

the sventes of the past 5 heen muech diseredlted in
the eyes of the Gers people It =as therefore to be ex-
peated that the parliscentsry ides would be eontained in
in & very dlluted form.
Frotestant Churb
members of vhieh
“hurehes out of

their synods. 7he resaining third of the members £ the

Y

Hational Synod will be appointed by the Cerman T'rotestant
“hureh out of a number of persons who have rendered ¢s-
péelally veiuable serviee¢s t0 the Thureh. The exact de-
talls of this proesdure and the distridution of the reglonal
Chureh is to be regulated by & speclal ehureh law, The
members of the ¥atlonal Cynod hold offiee for six years.

The Hational Synod must convene ail least onee annually.

The eonstitution provides that all young and aetive

forees




forees within the GCerman ‘rotestant “hureh shall be glven
special conslderation in the forsing of the Hatlional

Synod. This may be taken an Indisation that the Gerpman
Christians will be prominently represented In the Hational

5 &2

Synod, no matter how ohureh cleetions should turn sut.

+3€ new TLuren,
8 o om e T o . i &
Ehie aAdngirunitive
4¢tc us:i;‘tﬂ.g? %4

paerate

to people and Stat The advisory chambers ars

"ablinet in all matters where
speeial subjeet le neecessary,
. ¥
Beaiialn
the current of opinion amwong
the advisory chasbers are oonstituted and
funetion is not stated In the epnstitution. iost llkely
be mhambsrs for the religlious efueation of the

soeial welfare, chureh law, ste. &te.

L btion under whieh the Eationsl foeiale

ist Covernment permitted the Irotestant Thurehes to found

a Unlted Irotestant “hureh alone and without interference
wag that the representative bodies of all the E8 reglonal
Churehes should be newly eleeoted. The Hational Doelalist
hoped that their protégés "The Cerman “hristians” would re-
reive a2 majority in these cleetlons and thet they thersby
eould get the GCermen Protestant “hureh ander thelr control.
The reprecentative bodies of the Evangellieal Chureh of the
Old Prussian Unlon, the largest of the Cerman I'rotestant

fhurehes, are
la)




Steta Synod

frovinelal sSynods

pistriet Synods

Parish Touneils.
geliieal "haureh of %he 0ld Prusslan Union only
representative body, the rarish “cuneil, ls

€leoted by the Thureh people; the higher represent-
ative bodles are indireet forms of represeniation and are

eélented by the members of the next lowest representeiive

bodies. In & few of the 28 reglonal Thurshes also the

&

higher bodies are direceitly eleected: but this is not the
rale.
'he glesation
GerEanye.
the voters.
1Lernan
Thureh®,
"ospel and Thureh™not only the conservative
wore ted bul also the young lntellertuanlly
inelined group called the "Young Reformers”, whieh
powerful among the religlous youth. In the tlecket
"Gospel and Chureh” all those groups wers united whieh de-
sired to keep the Thureh independent from the State and
espeeially from Eational Soelalism . The position of the
"Gospel and "hureh” was from the atart very diffliouls,
a8 everything that in any way smasks of opposition to
Hutional Jonialism is nowadays looked wupon with suspieolion,

Iin many sectlons of the sountry Lthe pressure was so strong

that the tleket "Cospel and Thureh™ was swallowed up by

the
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in whieh he ls supposed to have sald that the leaders of the

present Covernsent sre lmmature in thelir thinking znd that the

Governmen wanted to rob "hrist of hie godliness and make of
ore DLibellus furthermore is

suppogsed o he déelured that the "hureh did not know the

idea "nation”,

covernséent pressure the

of sulfering but the battle

"Flght s the watohw ‘nosoever

“hrist should give the Covernment on eleotion day the right

the sermon the "VYoslkisehe Beobashisp”

“Luther was 2 man uniousched by the disease
politanism,. ¢ vas Cerman %o the last.

be understood as a man of his time; to-day he
Bpeak uifiarﬁniiy. Eer like Dr, Dibélius had lost
the right to identify themselives with Dr. Hartin
luther, Lhe great ldea of the reformetlon suffered
ap interruption with the death of lLuther”.

This viclent press compalgn was soeompanied by & distpidbution
tre¢et pamphlets and "ehorus-speaking” in the ocourts in

whioh 1t was advoonted to "kisk the Jew¥s out

Frotestant “hureh™, The Hatlonal Soclalists ordered thelr

Frofestant party membe .0 vote 6n masse. Ceveral sdusaled

people who had voted I the German “hristians reported

inow what the whole eleatlion wes about,

t0l@ to wo s0.

L%

48 was to be expecied under the sireussiances the

German “hristlians plled up a tremendous vote and now hold

& two-thirds majority in the “hurshes in mearly all paris

of Germany.The partieipation was many times greater than




that of formeéer Thureh sleotions. lany highly respected old
fhareh leaders (slse Dr. Dibelius! have already

Hany of those who had voted had not seen the

"hureh slinee the da:

niized
Beriln have recelved by

216 used

between so-ecalled sryans sud Non-iryans is bound to eczuse =&
aoniliet of ~onselenec in
“inister ean well
wiil the major
aolal doetrines of the Fatlomsl Tonlalists.
tl}t;if

whieh under

apndition in ¢ 3 the most dreaded

‘he coordination of the "hureh with the ldea of FRatlonal
Soclalism will ecause many nonfliets., In the agrisultural
sections of Germany, espeelally Fommerania and Slesvig-
Holstein the Frotestant “hureh is indissolvably eonneeted with

the nembere of the former [{eonssrvative! German Yational

Party. 7The s.ppression of this party has roused much

orposition

g




opposition among the rofSestant eclergy of theme distrietis;
the pasiors | ot been alfralld of altaeking the

Governzent from the pulplt. In the bilg Beriin Protestant

Parishes (5 litz, Friedemeu, "harlotiénburg! the pasiors

avé up o this day denouneed the radleal poliey of the

Government Irom the pulpit and National Soelalist

. 1§ ¥ iPhad £fha “Tha {t oa s
L¥8 Gigvulted Lwne i rall SETVICGE.

9i The

slainad i¥ 1t be remepbered that the giormatlon was Lne

eozmenecxment of poiiileal and spiri 1 liverulism. 7The

L=

is therefore great that the Covermment, by desiroyling

liberalism in all its forme, will in the eénd also desiroy
¥ o
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be degraded to whiek

very zreat.
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demand

“"the Cermman people should have

eciving and experieneing God
blood demands”.

It finally should not be forgotten that oertain Hatlional

soelalist ~ireleés still entertaln the plan of weldling the

Pfatholle sand Protestant religion Sogether into a single German
bellef and thus to unite religione Jjust as they d4id politlieal

parties,

RHG/ST.




