Vienna, July 11, 1934.

Dear Moffat:

I was very glad to get your letters of June 26
and June 27. I have written recently several times
to Mr, Phillips with regard to the situation here
and in Germany, and as I am sure you have seen these
letters, I shall not go into the things which I
covered in them. In my last letter 1 took the 1i-
berty of giving my reactions on recent developments
in Germany, as I thought Mr, Phillips and you would
be interested in the comment I might be able to make,
because I knew so many of these people who have passed
out of the picture so well.

I have been able to establish good channels of
information and have been zetting some what I am sure
is quite accurate information with regard to the si-
tuation in Germany. I have reread my letter which I

wrote to Mr, Phillips on July 5, and it may be in-
teresting to note that all the data which has reached
me since then from reliable sources confirms the
statezents and impressions given therein. The whole
performance of the 30th June was so sinister that it
is hardly necessary to point out certain things, but
to me one of the most horrible features and one of

the most significant was the murder of General von
Lassow, ;Derregéeggnyswa+ Dr., von Kahr, and of
former Police President in iunich, whose name I cannot
remember for the moment, These were the men who were
responsible for putting down the Hitler putsch in
1923. Before the present Government came into power,
I asked one of my Nazi acquaintances close to Hitler
who some of the men were whose "heads would roll" when
they came into power, as itler so often said in
speeches, He told me then that these three men w

be sure to be among those whose "heads would x
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We know that when Hitler came in in February, 1933, it
came in an entirely different way from that he had
imagined. He came in quietly through the Papen in-
trigue, and so there was no opportunity to let the
heads roll, but it is significant to those of us who
know Hitler's unforgettable rancor that at the first
opportunity that these men can be got rid of, they go.
This is why 1t is s0 useless and so dangerous to en-
deavor to give Hitler qualities which he does not
possess, for on the contrary it is unfortunately only
too true that he is the small man who will carry out
personal vengeance in such a dastardly form.

I am making this observation to you, because it
gseems pretty clear that Gdring himself used the 30th
of June to get rid of a few people who may not have
been on the common slate. I have seen a reliable cor-
respondent who was present at the press conference
which Goring held, and he tells me that they gathered
from what Goéring said that this was so, and for this
reason he is picked upon as being so much worse than
gome of the rest who remain in the picture. The fact
is that he is guilty of no greater crime in this
regpect than Hitler himself, and this 1s something I
think we must bedr in mind,

But the most despicable of all these persons re-
mains Goebbels, Ve must remember that Goebbels was the
intimate of Roehm and Prnst and that he shared their
radical views and condoned and praised their barbari-
ties. He was heart and soul with them in all their
attitudes and views. I think 1 have told you that I
have heard Géring refer to Goebbels as a "worm", and
he seems to have lived up to Géring's opinion fully,
for it is unquestionable that he turned against his
own friends and intimates in order to maintain his
position among the triumvirate. There are some things
about Goebbels which Hitler does not like, and apparent-
ly Hitler is tremendously upset even with Goebbels now,
because he says that by the statements given out by the
press through Goebbels, as much harm was done as by the
acts themselves, In their haste to defend themselves

and explain themselves before the German people Géring

and Uoebbels and all of the spokesmen certainly did let
out more of the truth than they intended to admit.

As I pointed out in my letter to lMr, Phillips, when
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the statements which were made officially immediately
after the happenings of the 30th June are examined
calmly and carefully, they will be the most damning
indictment in themselves that has ever been made of a
régime governing so many people.

For the time being there seems to be paralysis
in the party circles as well as in Germany generally.
It seems that the perpetrators of the murders of June
40 are more or less aghast and trembling in their own
boots., I am told that Hitler himself is taking unusual
precautions to protect himself. If I know anything at
all about the German situation, I feel that the trium-
virate knows that it is licked. The whole impetus
seems to be taken out of the movement. On the other
hand, it is gquite evident that the opposition elements
are also for the time being paralyzed by fear. The
horrible fate which was meted out to some of the decent
people has apparently spread terror throughout the
country. oSome of these fine people were undoubtedly
murdered in the most cruel fashion, and no one knows
where it may strlke next. Aside from wounding the sus-
ceptibilities of the Catholics, the cremation of the

bodies of the victims was a tremendous mistake, because
I am told that it is generally whispered in Germany
that the bodies were cremated in order to dsstroy evi-
dence of the horrible murders comuitted.

It will take a little time for the German people

to get back their poise and to recover from the

f the events of June 30, but it is going too far to
impute to the whole German people barbarities s cha-
racteristics which some of their present governors

have shown, There is in the German character a cruelty
and callousness which I certainly did not believe was
there, but the last few years particularly in Germany
have shown me thaet it is there. There ig, however, a
lot of decency still left in the country, and while the
Germans have shown a docility which I find anything but
admirable, I cannot help but believe that the events of
the 30th June will result in the complete elimination
of the National Socialist movement as well as the elimi-
nation of the men who are still nominally directing
affairs. A It 18 inconceivable to think of the decent
business |hen and the decent Germans who must be brought
into power if the country is to be saved, working with
men like Hitler and Géring and Goebbels and the whole
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outfit of secondary leaders like Darré, Ley, Mutschmann,
von Killinger, etec., The next phase may come tomorrow
and it may not: come for several more months, but it is
bound to come. I do not have any too great confidence
in the intelligence and moderation of some of the
Reichswehr generals, but, on the other hand, my know-
ledge of them leads me to believe that they do not
have any desire to govern themselves. They know that
Germany is going to have a hard road to travel, no
matter how good a government she may have, and I al-
ways g@therai the iupreSblon that they Lnlt that their
role was to bring in and to give a chanue to such a
government, but 4A¢1 they had no aekir@ tG run things
themselves, If the desire is there, d it is not
impossible, at least szeg have the ir ll;mnce and
the sense t0 apparently wish to exe”v’“' their power
to back others rather than themselv Blomberg, be-
cause of hiu a*tdcmmert tc 11978 "y may prove a certain
obstacle I do not see
how he can &itu tand ﬁﬁﬂntually prews from the
Reichswehr generals who do not share ﬂib admiration
for and friendship with Hitler,

the possibility of our negotiation of trade treaty
with Germany is very iptﬂrebuido, and I am delizghted
that the Department is taking the attitude it has. 1
am confident that it is the correct attitude and the
wise one in the end. It was good of you to write me

as fully with regard to Hanfstdn “VL’Q visit as you did.
Once again our people hxze shown their gocod sense, and
Hanfstangel is coming back to Germany a wiser batg I
am sure, a sadder man., He felt that he could carry
through with that arrogance and blandishment that
Vuarqctprlze him, but he must have had some bad moments.
Ag the visit passed without any real trouble, perhaps
it was Just as well that he went, for he certainly
comes back a good deal wiser,

Your letter of June 26 with its comment regarding
a

I am delighted to know that Geist has written some
interesting letters, and I am sure he will continue to
give you very valuable information. I suggested to
Geist that he write to you from time to time, and we
worked together so closely that in the course of time
he got to know practically all my best contacts, and
during the last year of my stay particularly I took
special pains to see that he had approach to worth




S,

while places which ordinarily I should have cultivated
only myself, I am delighted to see your splendid com-
ment with regard to the work he is doing, It makes me
very happy, for I have a real interest in him as a
worth while officer. I wrote a despatch the other day
to the Department, which I hope you will see (No., 34,
of June 26), in which I call special attention to the
good service Geist has been rendering and to the ad-
visability of his being given special consideration
for advancement in grade when the opportunity offers.
In the meantime, as promoticn may not be so easy, I
suggest the advisability of the Department writing

him a nice letter about what he has been doing., I
know what that sort of thing means to an officer, and
it would be a tremendous encourazement to Geist if he
were sent such a letter. I hope something of this
kind will be done,

Gray has arrived, and I am delighted to have him
here. ¥e have moved into our new house and are getting
quite comfortably settled. I am going down to Budapest
tomorrow for the afternoon to see Yontgomery before he
goes home. 1t is only a few hours ride down there by

car, and Montgomery is giving a party on a river boat,
which I promised to go to. I shall look forward to
neeting Mrs., fnglish, as 1 know Mrs. Moffat's other
sisters, but not Mrs., Fnglish. I hope the summer in
Washington is not going to be too hot, but I can assure
you that here too the days are pretty warm.

¥rs. Messersmith joins me in all good wishes to
. A 8 9 ¢ W - L
you and Mrs, Moffat.

Cordially and sincerely yours,

George S. Messersmith




